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‘Hot Stuff’

Joan Ryan, a physical education teacher at Plymouth Canton High,
performed a dance titled “Hot Stuff” for “Tuesday Nite Jive” last

week. The Faculty Talent Show w
scholarship. See more photos and
Life Section on Page 5C. (Staff photo by Gar

staged to raise funds for an art
formation' in today’s Suburban
‘askey)

School ballot

The request. of P)ymouth-Cénton
Community Schqols to borrow almost
$22 million hasn’t generated much ex-
citement yet from voters or taxpayers.

The March 27 special bond issue
election is only 24 days away and yet
the community is strangely silent
about the three ballot propositions.

School administrators report receiv-
ing only a few phone calls from resi-
dents asking questions about the ballot
proposals

And during recent weeks, no-one has
spoken up at school board meetings
during the pitizens’ comments portion
about the bond issues, either for or
against f"

Although school officials know oppo-
sition to the propositions exist, no orga-
nized group has emerged to date. Indi-
viduals against the bond issue also have
been silent.

THAT SILENCE MAY be broken to-
night, however, when the first public
forum on the special election is held
and school election campaign workers
are anxious to hear what are the citizen
sentiments which will be expressed.

The election forum will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the auditorium of Central Mid-

dle School at Church and Main Streets
in Plymouth. The forum is being spon-
sored by the Leageue of Women Voters
of Northville, Plymouth, Canton, and
Novi,

The school board is seeking voter ap-
proval to borrow $21.9 million for 29
years to renovate existing buildings
and to provide space for additional stu-
dents coming into the district.

Voter approval is needed for the loan
as additiona} millage will be levied to
pay off the $21.9 million plus interest. -

If the board is given permission to
borrow the $21.9 million, the owner of
a $60,000 home would pay $89.10 in ad-
ditional taxes next year,

The millage rate levied to pay off the
debt drops as state equalized valuation
(SEV) increases and as debt the district
now owes is retired. The amount of
millage levied, therefore, will decrease
after the first year according to Ray
Hoedel, assistant superintendent of
business for the district.

In fact, Hoedel stresses, the millage
levy for debt retirement will return to

the amount collected in 1979 in about.

six years.

THE $21.9 MILLION request is di-
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Revenue sharing incites squabble

Recreation budget criticized

By DARLENE STINSTON

An administrative recommendation
for the use of $480,000 in federal reve-
nue sharing funds has been attacked-by
the township board for misplaced

\prioritiw.

At least some board members con-

tend that the budget proposal allocates
too much to recreation. They criticize
the recommendation of Supervisor
Noel Culbert for downplaying the need
for a farmland preservation account.
_ Approximately 29 percent, $120,000,
of the expected funds would be ear-
marked for recreation under Culbert’s
proposal. The recommendation would
place $10,000 in a development rights
kitty.

“This township has to p(t its money
where its mouth is,” planning commis-
sioner Thom Carman told the board at
a meeting last week. “Only "2 percent
of this budget is for farmland preserva-
tion.”

BOARD MEMBERS tabled the bulk
of Culbert’s recommendations at last
Tuesday’s session.

Prior to the meeting, however, the
board already had committed $138,000
of the total amount to payments on
township-owned land, police depart-
ment operating expenses and a $4,000
drain study.

An additional $55,000 was ear-
marked Tuesday for two ~projects
which the board considers top priority.

The board allocated $35,000 to Po-
lice Chief Jerry Cox for eséablishment
of a neighborhood crime -prevention

" program. The money will fund salaries

of two new police employees who will
make presentations on. crime preven-
tion techniques.

Cox also received $20,000 for civil
defense. As cEef of staff of Canton's
emergency preparedness cemmiission,
he will use the money to install emer-
gency telephone systems at township
buildings and for the purchase of such
civil defense equipment as medical
supplies. ‘

&

The board agreed with Culbert’s rec-
ommendation to fund those projects on
the grounds that civil defense and
crime prevention have been heglected
too.long.

But allocation of the remaining

$287,000 was tabled untjl spring after.

Finance Director Mike Gorman indi-
cated that there was no hurry to ear-
mark those funds.

Culbert’'s recommendation to allo-
cate $10,000 for farmland preservation
brought the strongest criticism from
board members.

They expected to approve a new zon-

ing ordinance and map this month
which reserves some 5,000 acres west
of Canton Center for agricultural pur-
poses. A proposed development rights
program would reimburse landowners
in the farming district for their lost de-
velopment rights. 1

The program’s cost was estimated at
$16 million in 1978. But no monies have
been set aside for the project pending
efforts to obtain a private foundation
grant or seek a farmland millage from
voters.

AT LEAST SOME board members

maintain that a portion of the federal
revenue sharing monies should be de-
posited in an account for the future
purchase of development rights. They
contend that the $10,000 recommended
by Culbert is not enough.

“This township has said, ‘Yes, we
want farmland preservation,’” said
Trustee Carol Bodenmiller. “But this
budget doesn’t show it. We have not de-
cided where our priorities are.”

An accompanying criticism focused
on a proposed $120,000 allocation for

(Continued on page 4A)

Private foundations seen
as way to save farmland

Private foundations could hold some
of the deeds to farmers’ development
rights under a plan of Canton’s farm-
land preservation director.

Trustee Robert Greenstein has asked
the township board to consider the idea
of placing some of the deeds in the
names of foundations as a way to en-
tice, monetary contributions from the
groups.

He is campaigning for grants from
any of six foundations as a way to fund
the proposed purchase of farmers’ de-
velopment rights and diminish the need
for local taxation.

Until recently, Greenstein was pinn-
ing his hopes on. the federal govern-
ment for monetary support. But on
Feb. 7the U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted to kill legislation that would
provide grants to communities with in-
novative farmland preservation pro-
grams. ‘

“] KNEW WE had a good program.”

Greenstein said of his campaign for

philanthropic support. “But I Wik
trying to think as a businessman on
how I could make these foundations
want to grab it.”

ireenstein believes he stumbled
across the perfect answer when he
conceived the idea of deeding some de-
velopment rights to foundations in re-
turn for a grant.

Greenstein maintains that few appli-
cations for foundation money contain a
guaranteed return on the organization’s
investment if the program fails.

Urder Greenstein's plan, foundations
would hold the development right
deeds for a specified number of years.
If the program failed before that time,

\ge foundation would hold half the¢ for-
ula for developing the agricultural
land. ‘

Deeds for land ownership and devel-
opment rights would have to belong to
the same party before development of
any land could occur. |

Under the plan, the township would
own a certain percentage of the devel
opment right deeds.

“I think they're going to flip out
when they see this,” Greenstein said of
the foundations’ reaction to his plan

Although the proposal will require
township board approval, Greenstein,
grant coordinator Terry Carroll,
planner Dave Nicholson and planning
consultant Mike Manore already are
preparing applications to foundations

The township board did not discuss
Greenstein’s idea at last week’s meet-
ing.

In 1978, the cost of the development
rights plan was estimated at $16 mil-
lion. :

issues rouse little controversy

vided into $wo ballot proposals. ;

Proposition I is a request ta borrow
$14,623,000 for 29 years. If only Propo-
sition 1 is approved, the owner of a
$60,000 house would pay an additional
$58.20 in taxes next year. !

repaid frombonding millage to cover
principle and interest. Bonding money
may only be spent for projects listed in
the bond proposition.”

THE FIRST proposition for a little
more than $14.6 million will be used

Proposition II is a request to borrow for:

$7,277,000 for 29 years. If only Proposi-
tion II passes, the owner of the $60,000
house would pay an additional’ $30,90
next year.

A third ballot proposal is a request to
levy an additional half-mill (50 cents
per $1,000 SEV) for 10 years. The half-
mill, if approved, would be earmarked
so that it could be used only for mainte-
nance of school buildings. Proposition
IIT would cost the owner of a $60,000
house an additional $15 in taxes next
year.

Because both bond issue funds and
the earmarked operational levy will be
on the ballot, Hoedel explained the dif-
ference between the two.

“Operating millage is levied to pro-
vide funds to meet the day-to-day oper-
ations of the school district, such as sal-
aries, supplies, books, utilities, insur-
ance, and preventative saintenance. .

“Bonding is borrowing money for
capital improvements, which is then

7

Think your?property

can take your case

pointment only. So,

luck.
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tax assessment is too high?
Now that tax (gulp} time is here, many residents
and businesses feel they've been hit too hard. If
that's your case, there is a possible solution: You
to Canton’s tax bodrd of
appeals. The board will be hearing arguments
about assessments beginning this month, by ap-
how do you get an appoint-
ment? We thought you'd never ask. Simply go down
to the administration building at 1150 Canton Cen-
ter Road and ask for the appropriate form. You fill
it out, hand it in and you’ll get your hearing. ‘Good
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Fighting back

J

» Renovation of existing buildings,
such as roofs, floors, driveways and
heating systems.

« Energy conservation and cost-sav-
ing modificatons to all present build-
ings. .

« Purchase, furnish and equip 20
portable classroom units to be used
where needed to absorb student
growth. 2

« Air-conditioning for expanding Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) to certain el-
ementary schools to absorb added stu-
dent growth. (ESY would be expanded
to middlé schools if Proposition II
fails).

» Purchase of buses.

+ Replacement of some worn-out
equipment.

« A major renovation of Central Mid-

dle School to bring the 60-year-old
structure up to required building codes
by updating plumbing, wiring and heat-

!

ing and replacing the roof. Total cost of
the Central renovation alone is a [little
more than $6 million. ‘

« Addition of a stage at East Middle
School.  .*, |

The school district will be ahle to
handle its growing student popuiation
until 1984-85 if the above renovations
are done and by: renting Lowell Junior
High from Livonia; busing students to
available space, and changing atten-
dance boundaries.

Proposition 1 will handle student
growth at the elementary and middle
school levels. The high schools, howev-
er, already are over-capacity and the
enrollment at this level will be steadily
increasing as the current school popu-
lationt matures.

If only Proposition I is approved, the
board will be re-aligning the grades to
handle:growth at the high school level.
Under realignment the grade stricture
would change to K-6, 7-9, and 10-12.

To handle high school growth and
keep grade structures entact, voters
would have to approve Proposition II
also. Proposition II would: ‘

» Build and equip a 40—classrobm fa-
cility at the Centennial Educational
Park (CEP) at a cost of alm07t $5.3

2
million to house about 1,000 high school

students.

« Remodel and furnish Central Mid-
dle to be used as a high facility for
about 1,200 students at a cost of $2 mil-
lion to provide laboratories, shops and
parking space: The $2 million would be
in addition to the major renovation to
be financed by Proposition L.

The energy conservation measures
include a centralized system to control
the operation of heating and air condi-
tioning equipment in all buildings for
more efficient use. The system will pay
for itself in five to seven years, says
Hoedel.

During the past five years the stu-
dent enrollment in Plymouth-Canton
has been increasing by an average of
852 students per year.

In the next five years, according to
projections prepared by Michigan State
University, total enrollment will reach
18,209, or an increase of 1,664 above
the 1979-80 school year.

Those figures show the most serious
crunch will be at the CEP with high
school enrollment reaching 6,300 in the
fall of 1984.

In April 1977, voters defeated a bond
issue for $29.75 million. Since then, the
district has relied primarily upon ESY
to absorb student growth.

And the race is on

Perhaps, if your tax appeal fails, you may decide
something should be done about it. One thing you
can do is run for office. If you would like to be a
candidate for a township office, you must file a-
nominating petition in the township clerk’s office at
the administration building. Petitions have to be
signed by at least 89 and no more than 356 qualified
and registered voters who are Canton residents.
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obituaries

JOHN 1. NIEMI

Services for John Niemi, B2, of Canton, were held at St.
Theodore Church in Westland. Burial was at St. Hedwig
Cemetery in Dearborn.

Mr . Niemi died Feb. 19 at Annapolis Hospital in Wayne.
He was retired from Ford Motor Co. after serving 35
years as an inventory clerk. Mr. Niemi was a World War I
veteran and a life member of the Carl Stitt post 232
American Legion.

He was also the oldest member of the Canton Kitchen
Band, a group composed entirely of elderly people. Mem-
bers of the band served as an honor guard during the
services.

According to Delores Edwards, director for the band,
Mr. Niemi's family contributed $150 to the group “be-

cause it had been such an important part of his life.”
Mr. Niemi is survived by his son, John; five granchil-

dren; two great-grandchildren; and two sisters.
N \

ROBERT E. POW

“ Services for Mr. Dow, 63, of Redford, were held recent-
ly at Lambert Funeral Home with Rev. Samuel Stout offi-
ciating. Burial was in Acacia Park Cemetery.

Mr. Dow, who died Feb. 22, was a retired Chrysler em-
ployee. He was a member of Zion Lodge No. 1, the U.S.
Marine Raiders Association and the Disabled American
L 3 Veterans Association. During World War II he was

awarded the Purple Heart and Silver Star.

Survivors include: wife, Delphine; sister, Phyllis Sang-
ster; brother, William; brother-in-law, William Lambert;
and sisters Irene Lambert and Geraldine Murninghan.

Al

it

CHARLES T. DUNN

Services for Mr. Dunn, 59, of Canton, were held recent-
ly at St. John Newman Catholic Church with Rev. Ed-
ward Baldwin officiating Burial was in Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, Southfield, with arrangements made by Lam-
bert Funeral Home. ,

Mr. Dunn, who died Feb. 23, worked as a service tech-
nician for General Electric. Survivors include: wife,
Genevieve; daughters, Kathryn Jobbitt of Canton, Karen
Korkko of California; Deborah Becker of Canton and Su-
san Dunn of Canton; sisters, Mary Bunetta of East Detroit
and Eleanore Dunn and Helen Pescatello of California;
brothers, Abraham of Livonia and Fred of Detroit; four
grandchildren. ;
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Special fitness class

is offered by YMCA

A physical fitness program for peo-
ple 50 and dlder is among the new
offerings of the Plymouth Community
Family YMCA.

» Senior Fitness will be offered for six
weeks from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays
starting Mawch 12 in Smith Elementary
School with Thomas Chavez as instruc-
tor

A program offered by the YMCA for
youngsters is Kreatives which meets at
the Salvation Army starting March 10
with Bonnie Graham and Jean La-
Pointe as instructors.

The sessions for 4-6-year-olds wil] be
from 1:15-2:45 p.m. on Mondays with
Ms. Grahgm or from 1:15-2:45 p.m. on
Fridays with Ms. LaPointe.

* Residents may register for YMCA
programs by calling the Y office at
453-2904.

OTHER CLASSES and activities

being offered include:

seward your effort with a

Drag your old mower through the snow and

Open basketball from 8-10 p.m.

Thursdays starting March 6; Baton at |

5:30 or 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, starting
April 17, Bicycle Tune Up at 6:30 or
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays,
starting March 19; Supervised Bridge
from 10-11:30 a.m. Fridays, starting
March 7, -

The Emerging Woman class from 1-3
p.m. Wednesdays, starting March 5
Floor hockey after school on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, starting March
17 German at 4:15 or 5:15 p.m. on
Tuesdays, starting March 4; Interior
Design from 7-9:30 p.m. on Mondays,
starting March 10;

Multi-craft class from 7:30-9:30 p.m. .

on Mondays, starting April 14; soccer
after school on Mondays and Tuesdays,
starting March 25; tumbling at various
times on Mondays through Thursdays,
starting March 5.

Floor hockey, tumbling and soccer
are scheduled at various school sites in
the school district.
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Across from Stan's Market

LIVONIA ¢ 464-0410
MON. - SAT. 9-7
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Sale Prices Good thru Saturday, March 8, 1980

il - Dete St
MUENSter CheeSe ...........cfmusecssimsnmaeeens $1.79 Ib.
Colby Longhorn .......cccceeeueafs JR— ~¥1.79 b,
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Everyday Lo
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Hamburger Made from
Ground ChUCK.......covucrerenmnabenasssasnnss e 2179 1B,
f All Sub Sandwiches 99¢ ea,
Eckrich Football German Bologna

:

[\ or Old Fashioned .......... i—— $ 179 Ib.

.

$50% TRADE IN ON THE NEW HONDA
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{ e :
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261-2161
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NOW
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PERMIT No. 80-1
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Joe Louis—a kind man with an iron fist

By W.W. EDGAR

Thousands of words have been writ-
ten in newspapers and magazines about
Joe Louis since he came out of Para-
dise Valley in Detroit and climbed to
the pinnacle of the prize ring — the
heavyweight championship of the
world.

He has been pictured,as one of the
greatest of all heavyweights. He has
been credited with being the hardest
puncher ever to put on a pair of boxing
gloves. He has been called a credit to
his race and a gentleman among gen-
tlemen.

But little space has been given in the
public print to the other side of the
Brown Bomber, and the many fine
deeds he did away from the prize ring.

FEW KNOW, FOR instance, that his
mother started him on a career as a
violinist with the hope that the day
would come when he would be the lead-
er of a big-time band.

To that end, she sold a soap order for
the now defunct Larkin Soap Co. and
was given a violin as a prize. She gave
the instrument to Joe -and started him
on a series of lessons.

This mother’s dream was; not to be.
Joe just couldn't slide his fingers along
the strings. Instead, he picked them as
if the vio®n was a banjo. This led to ill
feelings against Ris teacher and started
a career in the prize ring

It was on his way to the violin teach-
er's one afternoon that he met a friend,
Thurston McKinney, who talked him
into giving up the fiddle and go into
boxing

Go into Golden Gloves, he advised
Joe, who was shuffling the two $1 bills
in his hand that were suppose to pay
for the violip lesson.

So off they went to the Free Press,
then the sponsor of the Golden Gloves.”

“Is this where you enter the gloves?”
Joe asked as he stepped into the sports
department

Told that it was, he was asked if he
was a fighter and he answered, “I
hgpes to be.” Then asked to hold up his
hands, he was told he’d never be a
fighter until he learned to keep his left
hand high and his right poised for a
punch.

Asked to fill out an entry blank, he
answered, “Will you do it for me?”
When the blank was filled out, he was

It wasr® until six months later that
Joe's sister approached the editor one
night at Olympia and asked, “When are
going to spell my brother’s name right?

ANOTHER TIME an agent came to
Paradise Valley shortly before the holi-
days and tried to talk Joe into endors-
ing a small piggy-type savings bank.

At first Joe refused. Then he made a

deal. He'd endorse the bank if he was

. given 100 of them gratis. The deal was

made — and on Christmas morning Joe

placed a half:dollar in each of them

and passed them out to the youngsters
in the neighborhood.

It is LOUIS not LEWIS.”

JOE WENT ON to win the novice
¢hampionship and a friendship devel-
oped with the editor that has lasted
through the years.

Meanwhile, the young fighter caught
the eye of John Roxborough, who had
befriended many a black youngster in .
Paradise Valley. They formed a part-
nership and it was RoxBorough who
guided him through the ranks to the
title. They were like father and son.

Many were the laughs and frustra-
tions along the way. One of the most
frustrating came the night Joe knocked
out Primo Carnera in his first big New
York fight. j

No sooner had the referee counted
“10" over the fallen giant than a radio
announcer climbed into the ring and
stuck a “mike” in front of Joe.

Roxborough was frantic. He was
afraid Joe would verbally fall flat on
his face trying to make a speech. Rox-
borough decided at that precise
moment that a speech would have to be
written for Joe, but that it had to be a
short one. That's how his famous victo-
ry statement. “Just another lucky
night” came into being. |

One of Joe's turning points in talking
with the public came one morning at
his training camp in Pompton Lakes,
N.J. Just after breakfast, a man im~
gray flannel suit from New York's
famed Madison Ave. — home of the
slickest PR men in the world — walked
in and asked to speak with Joe.

They were put in another room
where the walls were not too thick and
Roxborough and the others in camp
were close enough to listen and be
ready to step in if Joe got in over his
head.

The Madison Ave. man gave Joe a
sales pitch real fast. He offered him
$5.000 to sign an endorsement. But Joe
wouldn’t sign. “My mom told me never
to sign nuthin’ " Joe said. “And I
wouldn't sign nothin’ I don’t use.”

“You could sign this. It is for casto-
ria and surely your mother gave you
some of it when you were young,” said
the Madison Ave. type. :

“But I never did cry for it,” Joe an-
swered, ending the interview. Roxbor-

)

One of his greatest pérsonal tri-
umphs came immediately after his
rfirst big fight in New York. On his re-
turn home to Detroit, he went directly
to city hall to look up “the man who
gives money to. poor people.” When he
found him, he said, “I want to pay back
all the money you gave to my mom.”
'That was Joe. He was ever grateful.
Another choice moment came in Magi-
son Square Garden in New York whg¢n
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former Mayor Jimmy Walker unex-
pectedly asked him to speak at a war
bond rally.

Roxborough again was fearful lest
Joe would say the wrong thing.

But Joe came through.In his Army
uniform; he stepped up to the miers-
phone and said in his own homesbun
way, “We are gding to win 'cause we
are on God's side.”

As Joe walked away while the crowd

’

stood and cheered, Jimmy Walker said,
“Joe, you have just laid a rose on the
grave of Abraham Lincoln.”

Joe has taken his place in histogy and
has become a legend in the fight r_d;d.
But he is every inch a gentleman aRd a
(ender-hearted soul; a direct contrast
o the Louis whose Kkiller instinct
helped him punch his way to the most

0

covetdd title

ever fought. Here they are shown discussing one of their
moments together during one of Louis’ visits to Detroit.

From his Golden Glove days when Eddie Edgar was his
manager and later a confidant, they have been close friends.
Edgar was with him at every professional fight Joe Louis

asked to sign it and again he asked, “
Will you do it for me?” He said his
name was Joe Louis. Unthinkingly, the
editor spelled it Lewis.

ough laughed. “We can trust him now”
he said — and Joe, it turns out, was
able to take care of himself in the ver-
bal clinches.
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. Beauty befitting a bride:
nightfashions

in rich cream

from Miss Elaine

-, Thé shimmer of satiny tricot. The lavish look of lace
. Theinnocent appeal of cream. It all combines in an
“ exquisite night-ensemble designed with you in mind,
i\‘\ whether there are wedding bells in your future
\ or simply romance in your heart. Miss Elaine
does the gown and peignoir set in Antron* |
nylon satin tricot. A soft bow adorns the
gown's plunging V-neckline, tiny coveredu
buttons close the robe Misses’ sizes S4¢
in Sleepwear, all Hudson's stores

. hudsons
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ments in the Winter Reading Olympics.
(Staff photos by Gary Caskey)

Magician Ken Nemeth performed tricks and
made animals from balloons in a performance giv-
en to reward Gallimore pupils for their achieve-

Olympians

Some 100 pupils recently participated in the Win-
ter Reading Olympics, a program at Gallimore El-
ementary to encourage reading at home for fun.

Each grade level was assigned a quota of hours
of reading at home to fulfill within a month’s time.

First graders were assigned a quota of five hours
and the rules provided that “reading” picture books |
by themselves also counted. .

“ Other quotas were: six hours for second grade,
seven hours for third grade; eight hours for fourth
- grade; and nine hours of reading at home for the
fifth grade.

Children kept ‘track of their reading time on a
special calendar which was signed by a parent
when the quota was reached.

" To furthér stimulate reading at home, the school
library at Gallimore was opned on four consecutive
Monday nights.

A special program was presented each Monday
evening and then the children checked out library

- books to take home. ;
* Sharing their talents in this program were: Aiden
Broderick from Book World, Plymouth, who told a
story by dim lantern light; Ruth Burr, a West Mid-
dle School teacher who had the children in giggles
with her Uncle Remus tales; and Eileen Miller, who
played guitar and led the children in a sing-a-long.
Parents also joined in the activities.

%o recognize students who achieved their goals, a
special program was held last week to award pu-
pils Winter Reading Olympics certificates from
principal George Dodson.

During that program some students also won of-
ficial Winter Olympic posters and new books. A
highlight of the awards ceremony was a magic
show presented by Ken Nemeth.

Kathy Schmidt, media specialist at Gallimore,
also opened the school’s library from 7-8:30 p.m.
every Monday night for those students .

XX YT
WINTERGAMES

O&E







