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Boston Prichard grimly examines the most intact survivor of last week’s fire — a scorched sew-
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ing machine. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey.)
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By DARLENE STINSON

An estimated $150,000 in uninsured
antiques went up in flames late last
Fridpy as fire engulfed a business in
the ¢xtreme northwest portion of Can-
ton Township.

Cdptain Vernon Rorabacher of the
Canton Fire Department admits that
the front of the building could “possi-
bly”|have been saved if a six-minute
gap |had not occurred in the depart-
ment’s water supply. \
on Prichard, one_of the dealers
who used the building at 50975 Ann Ar-
bor [Road, said none of the antiques
were insured. Prichard, who imports
most of his antiques from Europe, esti-
mates he lost $100,000 in the blaze.

“Antiques are a hard thing to buy in-
surance for,” he said. “You can get it,
but you'd end up working just to pay

of the facility to four other dealers, The
owner, Marlin Kirchhoff of Phoenix,

have to pick yourself up and dust your-
self |off ” Prichard said. “We haven’t
decided how big of a blow it is yet. You
just can’t think for awhile.”

ITE HIS optimism, he dealer
was|visibly bitter over a six-minute pe-
riod Friday night when Canton fire-
fighters ran out of water. He maintains
that| some of his antiques could have
been saved if an adequate water supply
had been available.

Western Canton is not provided with
city|water. .

According to Rorabacher, the fire
~:partment brought its only two water
tankers to the scene Friday night and
immediately contacted five other de-
partments for additional water sup-
plies.

Canton’s two tankers were filled to
their capacity of 3,700 gallons, he said.
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Although that amount is normally suf-
ficient for home fires, the burning
5,600-square-foot building quickly
drained Canton’s tankers before addi-
tional help could arrive.

“Thdre was a little delay there”
Rorabacher admitted! “But there was
nothing we could have done to save the
back part of the building (where Pric-
hard’s antiques were located.) The fire
was already going through the roof
when we were called.”

According to Rorabacher, fire de-
partments from Plymouth, Northville,
Salem| Superior and Pittsfield town-
ships brought additional water to the
scene following a six-minute period in
which no water was available.

More photos on Page 3A

Twenty-five cents

J ninsurﬁ:d antiques
re turned to ashes
late-night blaze

Rorabacher said the fire started at
approximately 10:30 p.m. Friday near
an oil furnace in the rear of the build-
ing. Although the cause of the blaze has
not been determined, ngabaoher said
arson is not suspected.

His department was notified of the
blaze after a passing motorist spotted
the fire and stopped at a home in the
vicinity to report the incident

ON MONDAY, Prichard picked his
way across rubble and charred pieces
of wood as-he assessed the damage to
his business.

Melting snow dripped from the few
wooden beams that still stretched from
the outer cinder black walls — the only
part of the building that was not des-
toyed by flames.

(Continued on Page 3A)

New site found
for foster home

A one-story house on Haggerty south
of Cherry Hill has been selected as the
possible site of an adult foster care
home.|

The house, at 1675 Haggerty, was se-
lected by the Northville Residential
Training Center and Alternative Ser-
vices — the same organizations which
dropped a plan for a similar facility in
the Canton Country Acres Subdivision
last month.

But Arthur Mack, executive director
of Alternative, said the house was
tagged as a possible home for six men-
tally retarded adults before the appli-
cation for the Canton Country Acdres
home was withdrawn.

Mack said Alternative, a non-profit
organization based in Royal Oak, origi-
nally planned two adult foster care fa-
cilities in Canton. ‘

Alternative withdrew its application
before the Michigan Department of So-

cial Services for licensing of the Can-
ton Country Acres home after the
owner changed his mind about a lease
agreement.

Mach said. his company is still
searching for an alternative site to that
subdivision location in Canton or anoth-
er community.

The licensing application for the
house on Haggerty was submitted to
the Department of Social Services on
Feb. 4, Mack said. Canton officials
received notification of the plan earlier
this week after receiving a request for
a routine zoning statement

According to Mack, the home is lo
cated in an area zoned for multiple-
family use. Canton planner Jim Kos
teva was unavailable for comment

Mack said the Department of Social
Services normally take three to six
months to process applications for fos-

(Continued on page 4A)

Tax roll-back results in less money for schools

For the first time in Plymouth-Can-
ton Community 'Schools, the Headlee
tax limitation amendment is being felt.

Local taxpayers will see the differ-
ence in this December tax bills which
will be lowered by 1.32 mills because
of Headlee.

Because the local taxbase has in-
creased faster than the rate of infla-
tion, the school district must lower its
tax rate for the operational budget by
1.32 mills ($1.32 per $1,000 state equal-
ized valuation).

Superintendent John M. Hoben told
school trustees Monday night that the
rollback resulted because the taxbase
(SEV) increased by 23.5 percent from
1979 to 1980 while the 1979 inflation
rate was 11.3 percent.

The new tax rate for operation will
be 33.94 mills compared to the current
levy*of 35.26. The rollback factor was
0.9625.

Because state aid is based on local
SEV. however, the higher taxbase will

]

mean less money from the state as well
as the rollback in operational millage,
Hoben stressed.

Present estimates are that the school
district will receive $1.5 million less in
state aid for the '80-81 fiscal year — a
reduction of 21 percent i'l state fund-
ing.

The net effect, Hoben said, will be an
increase in total income of 9 percent
which’is less than inflation and doesn’t
take into account added costs generat-
ed by student growth.

As if that news wasn't bad enough,

Hoben told trustees that the increased
SEV brings the school district dan-
gerously close to the point where all
state aid would be cut off.

HOBEN ALSO warned that the roll-
back factor compounds itself, and that
if SEV outstrips inflation next year, the
budget effects the following year will
be “ghastly.”

Board approves ordinance

The superintendent added that the
upcoming budget is tentatively at
about $40 million and, because of the
rollback and loss in state aid, will have
to be cut by more than $1 million.

“1981-82 could be a disastrous year
if we get a compounded rollback fac-
tor. And on'tgp of that we may have
Tisch on the sdene then,” he said, refer-
ring to Shiawassee Drain Commission-
er Robert Tisch’s newest efforts to get
a more drasti¢ tax cut amendment on
November’s ballot.

“For the '81-82 school year we are
planning on opening Lowell Junior
High and we need operating funds of
about $188,000 to open that school, and
that cost is beyond the cost of a teach-
ing staff for the building. It looks pret-
ty bleak.”

RAY HOEDEL, assistant superin-
tendent for business, suggested there
might be a bright side to the news of
the millage rollback.

0

Mobile home charges get

Mobile home owner complaints are a
few steps closer to being resolved.

According to Canton Supervisor Noel

Culbert, 15 complaints from township -

mobile home park residents have been
referred to the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor’s office for possible legal action.

The Canton Township Board of Trus-
tees Tuesday also passed a local ver-
., Sion of a Michigan law addressing mo-
« bile homes. The local version has been
O referred to the Michigan Mobile Home

l\

Commission. That gommission makes
recommendations about an ¢rdinance
before it is enacted locally.

The two moves follow almost a year
of complaining by park residents.

The complaints originated primarily
from the Royal Holiday and Holiday
Estates mobile home parks, both
owned entirely or in part by Sheldon
Futernick. Futernick also has interest
in Nationwide Mobile Homes Inc., a
dealership.

The residents, led by CeJay Mar-

shall, chargéd that Futernick had

raised rents arbitarily, that mobile

‘homes were improperly set up in the

parks, that written leases as required
by law were not being given and that
promised facilities were not actually
constructed.

The ordinance passed by the board,
and the 15 complaints, have to do pri-
marily with setting up homes in parks.
Violation of the township ordinance
would result in a maximum $500 fine
and three months in jail per offense.

““The amount of millage we are as:-
ing for in the bond issues is pretty close
to the amount being rolled back for op-
eration. So residents could vote in fa-
vor of the three ballot proposals on
March 27 and end up with pretty close
to the same millage because of the roll-
back," said Hoedel.

Based on the latest information on
SEV, Hoedel now estimates that pas-
sage of Proposition I will cost an addi-
tional 1.57 mills next year while Propo-
sition II will cost an additional 0.64
mills. If both bond issues were ap-
proved the actual increase in Decem-
ber 1980, /accounting for the rollback,
would be about nine-tenths of a mill.

Hoedel added that the estimated add-
ed millage rates of 1.5% and 0.64 for the
two bond proposals also takes into ac-
count selling the bonds at a higher in-
terest rate.

School districts in this region with
bond issues to sell, Hoedel explained,
are unable to find buyers at § percent.

action

Due to the nature of Public Act 419,
which deals with mobile home set-ups,
complaints had to be referred by the
township to the Michigan Mobile Home
Commission, which then determines
whether to send the complaints to the
prosecutor.

The 15 complaints were sent to Ste-
ven Zamiara, head of the mobile home
commission, in February. Last fall, Za-
m.l‘ara said any complaints sent by Can-
ton to his commission would be re-
ferred for prosecution.

Because of high returns in the present
financial market, Hoedel said the dis-
trict likely would be unable to market
bonds unless they were sold with a 10
percent interest return.

And so Hoedel increased the pro-
jected interest rate for the bonds from
8 to 10 percent and computed the high-
er SEV figures to arrive at the expect-
ed added cost to taxpayers for the bond
issue. \

“If only Proposition I was approved
March 27,” said Hoedel,” “it would al-
most be an even wash with the roll-
back. If both bond issues pass, the real
increase is just under one mill.”

Hoedel cautioned that the computa-
tions still are based on “working” fig-
ures as the district still does not know
the 1980 SEV figures for those portions
of the district which are in Washtenaw
County. '

LAST YEAR the district’s total tax-
base was about $673 million.

Administrators had projected total
SEV would increase to about §740 mil-
lion but now project it will total around
$832 million.

Canton's taxbase increased from
$245 million to $376 million, Plymouth
Township from $165 million to $263
million, and the city of Plymouth from
$87 million to $109 million. The portion
of Northville Township in the district
increased from $4.5 million to $10 mil-
lion. The 1980 figures are unknown for
those parts of Salem and Superior
townships in the district

Current estimates are that state aid
will drop from this year's total of $7.1
million to about $5.6 million. The §1.5
million loss in state aid will be offset
by additional income of almost $4.5
million from the local property tax, af-
ter the rollback is applied.

The bottom line now seen 1S an in-
crease in total income of $2.9 million
or about 9.5 percent.
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obituaries

- IRENE L. BROEGMAN

neral Home with Rev. Jerry Kruchkow
officiating. Burial was at Cadillac Me-

Mary Hospital, was a homemaker. §ur-
vivors include: sister-in-law" Gladys

{

Wayne County plans to sue the State
of Michigan for more than $17 million
county officials say the state has ille-
gally withheld.

The state has withheld the revenue
sharing and $11.85 million in business
inventory loss credit, which the county
said it is owed for 1978 when a new

County sues state—again

' CROSS CONTENDS the state has no
legal basis to withhold the revenue
sharing money because of the mental

health dispute.

.

Services for Mrs. Broegman, 79, of morial Gardens West. Memorial contri- Dunnigan of Garden City. : Boarfl of 'Commissioners last  single business tax took efffect. “If they have any offset on anything
Plymouth, were held recently in butions may be made to the Cystic-Fi- week gave its chief attorney, George State officials reportedly have with- else, it certainly doesn’t apply to reve-
Schrader Funeral Home with Rev. Wil-  brosis Foundation. LINDA D. CAMILLERI Cross| the go-ahead to collect the state  held the millions because of a dispute nue sharing,” he said.

liam Stahl officiating. Burial was in
Oakland Hills Memorial Gardens.

Mrs. Broegman, who died March 7,
was a life-long resident of Plymouth. A
member of the First Baptist Church of
Plymouth, she taught Sunday school
and sang in the church choir there. She
was also a member of the Rebekah
Lodge of Plymouth and the Daughters
of America.

Survivors include a daughter, Mar-
guerite McKenna of Allen Park; a

Miss Cates, who died March 6, was a
senior at South Lyon High School after
completing her junior year at Plym-
outh Salem High School.

Survivors include her parents, Gloria
Sue and C.E. Lopez; a grandmother,
Veima Duty of Canton; and brothers
Doyle of Westland, Calvin of Pasadepa,
Tex. and Perry of New Hudson.

NELLIE RILEY

Funeral services for Mrs. Camilleri,
23, of Rustic Ridge, Canton, were held
recently in Fred Wood Funeral Home.

Mrs. Camilleri, who died Jan. 24 in
Hutzel Hospital, Detroit, was a clerk
for Chatham Markets. Survivors ir-
clude: husband, Gerald; parents, Don-
ald Cooper and Mary Cadieux; daugh-
ter, Michelle; sisters, Shery Gafrey and
Karen; and brother, Rick.

revenue sharing and tax credit money
whicl i§ included in this year’s county
budget.

“IF) WE DON'T get it, we'd be double
in trouble,” said Cross, a Livonia resi-
dent. [The county had an $18 million
deficit last year and could face a poten-
tial $8 million deficit this year.

Crass said he is “ready to move now”
to file suit in the Michigan Court of
Appeals seeking $5.4 million in state in-
come|tax revenue sharing money.

over the county’s payment for the care
of mental health patients in state insti-
tutions.

According to Cross, the state says the
county owes $7 million for in-patient
mental health. care, representing 10
percent of the cost to keep county resi-
dents in state institutions.

The courty may file three suits,
Cross added, separating the issues pf
revenue sharing, meptal health pay-
ments and the business inventory cred-

it.

A

The bulk of the revenue sharing mon- '
ey in question was expected by the
county last December.

Funeral services for Mrs. Riley, 91,
of W. Warren, Canton Township, were
held recently in St. Theodore Catholic
Church with burial in Mt. Qlivet Ceme-
tery. Arrangements wereé made by
Fred Wood Funeral Home. |

Mrs. Riley, who died Feb. 2 at St.

niece; a nephew; two grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

ITSTIMETO

THINK SPRING.
CLYDE SMITH’S

4 1S NOW OPEN!

GLENDA SUE CATES

Services for Miss Cates, 17, of Grayl-
ing, were held recently in Schrader Fu-
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Thursday-Saturday, March 13, 14 & 15

/ CABBAGE l 0¢lb.

Michigan U.S. No. 1
All Purpose

. P 0T AT 0ES 20 1b./ “ l 49

Fancy, Green

CUCUMBERS
5 /%1%
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Here's vour chance to own this hine turniture
h}' Flair at real savings

Reg. Price | SALE PRICH

Luxurious 88”7 Tuxedo sofa and matching
64" love seat. Quahity Flair construction through Sota S917 $699 ‘
out, and both have reversible seat and back cushions il |
with knife-edge welting Available 10 a selection o T
_th _~' 11e Ld;,( we £ Laue Seat $80)7 5649
of 187 custom. Scotch Guarded fabrics

Sweet and Jiucy
Florida Fancy

ORANGES

' Reg. Price SALE PRICE
Sugar or Oat eal Flair contemporary Rigl lef 7 7
5 'd. sectional sofa It or ekt 585 09
29 ¢ 16 oz. ‘;nglul. e [( , .“ i arm 58%ections 5825 $
5 lb. Pkg. The Towne and Country Treatment . exglusively at R Jm‘ ezl )
BACG eg‘ ] You Il find no salespeople at Towne and Countpy Inteniors. Shown m 56 Armless $R03 $589
; ' ; Country Intetiors — only 10S or ASID rust on white, nubby textured Scotch Sections '
» v e " 7 3 A -
) 0y . interor designers to help you Qur pay nc - ) ; 5 sy
7 ; g‘i’s‘:”ua maore policy and 3year construction L'U‘"dtd f‘lhflk l\L}: Jl“) 'X ")rd”td "\“ 4 preces \’) )’3(‘ s
7 . ] n a selection of 187 custom fabrics ' phe 2l

warranty ensure your satisfaction

Hurry! Quantities are%limited. Sale ends March 22, 1980.

Dearborn 565-3400 Bloomfield Hills 642-8822 Rochester 652-3500 A
23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph 4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. 1110S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall

Open daily 10-9 Wed. & Sat10-6 Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge

JOE’S
PRODUCE

33152 W. Seven Mile Rd.
Livonia
Just east of Farmington Rd.

477-4333
Mon. thru Sat. 10-7

Sunday 10-5
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Flames reduce

dealer antiques
to cinder pile

(Continued from Page IA)

Prichard grimly pointed to the spot where his oldest antique — a 1620
grandfather clock — had stood. The half-melted frame of a brass bed,
scattered pieces of metal clockwork and a scorched sewing machine
were the only reminders of Prichard’s lost inventory.

“I'll start over again. Don’t ask me how, but I will,” he said.

“What hurts me most is that some choice antiques went up in smoke.
And I really feel bad for her,” he said, nodding toward a woman who was
grimly searching through the rubble for some remnant of her doll collec-
tion.

“She had been collecting those dolls since she was 5 years old,” he said.

Faye Kirk, who used to operate South Main Antiques in Plymouth, was
one of the four dealers who sublet the front of the building from Prite-
hard. She estimated the value of her lost doll collection at $30,000.

Other dealers who operated from the building included Irene Gribble
and Dale Kaluzney. Pritchard could not remember the name of the new-
est dealer “who moved his stuff in just two weeks ago.”

Pritchard, who lives at 163 Amelia in Plymouth, said the antique busi-
ness was the sole soyrce of income for his family

He started trading antiques seven years ago.

“] started small and gradually built it up into a high-quality business,”
said Pritchard, 48, who specialized in antique clocks. "It tobk me seven
years to get where I am. Maybe after another seven, I'll be back to
where I was.”

PRICHARD'S FINANCIAL losg extends across the Atlantic Ocean.

His brother-in-law, Trevor Taylor, who lives in England, sent ship-
ments of antiques from Europe to Prichard’s Canton dealership. Taylor
received half the profits under an informal arrangement between the
two.

The outer walls are all that re-
main of the building in western
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Suburbs fight proposal

for county reorganizing

By TOM LONERGAN

A newly formed group of suburban government
officials is preparing a suit that challenges Wayne
County reorganization.

The Wayne County Communities for Equal Rep-
resentation on Tuesday voted to retain a Detroit
law firm to insure that a county charter commis-
sion — which, if approved by voters, would propose
reorganization — be based on new census figures
rather than 1970 census figures. The group has re-
tained the Detroit firm of Fenton, Nederlander and
McCauley.

The group, whose members include local govern-
ment officials from western Wayne County and the
downriver area, contends that basing a county
charter commission on the 1970 census, as provided
for in a recently amended state County Home Rule
Act, would violate out-county communities “one
man/one vote” rights under the U.S. Constitution.

The group includes county Board of Auditors
chairman Richard Kelly of Wyandotte, and Plym-
outh Township’s Orville Tungate, Chief Deputy
County Clerk.

Chaired by Frank Lada, Mayor of Allen Park, the
suburban group plans to raise up to $40,000 to pay
for the suit. It is asking all out-county communities
to pledge 5 cents per capita for the court action.
Thus far 19 local governments have pledged the
money, including Garden City, Plymouth, Plym-
outh Township, Redford Township, Northville
Township and Wayne. Westland, Livonia and Can-
ton Township have yet to act on the request.

There are 42 communities in the county besides
Detroit.

SUBURBAN OFFICIALS want 1980 census fig-
ures used to apportion the county should voters de-
cide that a charter commission be seated to pro-
pose reorganization of Wayne County government.

The charter commission, which would include
one representative from up to 35 districts, would
write a new constitution for Wayne and eventually
give voters the option to decide if the county should
be headed by an elected county executive or county
board-appointed manager.

The county Board of Commissioners may vote
this month to place the reform via charter commis-
sion issue on the Aug. 5 primary election ballot.

Since Detroit and central city suburbs have a 15-
12 majority on the county board, the equal repre-
sentation group believes its only chance to have the
charter commission based on the 1980 census is to
let the courts decide. :

The lawsuit, which may be filed in the Michigan
Court of Appeals, would likely stall a vote on cre-
ation of a charter commission.

THE COURT suit has led some Detroit commis-
sioners to charge that out-county representatives
don’t want county reorganization.

' «I know some of the people around this table are
going to be a party to court challenges,” said Com-

missioner Arthur Carter, D-Detroit, at a county
board general government committee meeting ear-
lier this week.

“That’s why we need to move as expeditiously as
possible.”

But the suburban group says it’s only intent is to
delay the reorganization process until 1980 census
figures are available.

“We're all going to get beaten over the head by
the Art Carters,” said Tungate, secretary of the
equal representation group. “We all ought to keep
saying we're not opposed to county reorganization.”

DETROIT AND suburban interests in the county
are split over reorganization mainly because De-
troit favors an appointed county manager to head a
new county government while most suburban offi-
cials favor an elected executive.

The general government committee may recom-
mend Thursday that the charter commission issue
be placed on the Aug. 5 ballot. The county board
Ways and Means Committee, composed of all 27
county commissioners, may also consider the issue
Thursday.

Should both committees approve, the full county
board would consider the issue March 20.

THE VOTE, however, could be delayed since
county commissioners aren’t sure how much money
the state will provide for operation of a charter
commission.

Cost estimates range from the state’s $300,000 to
the county Board of Auditors’ $2.2 million.

The state has said it will pay the charter com-
missioners $65 per day salary for no more than 90
meetings, plus charter commission staff salaries,
notices for elections and the cost of adopting a
charter.

A state senate bill which would provide the mon-
ey is pending in the Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee. The bill calls for the Michigan Secretary of
State to determine “actual costs” of an election.

While the county has a written pledge from state
Budget Director Gerald Miller that the state will
cover “reasonable costs,” a number of county com-
missioners are leery of the state promise.

“I don’t think we could take this (Miller’s) state-
ment to a bank and get a nickel’s worth of credit on
it,” said Commissioner Alex pilch, D-Dearborn.

The senate bill does not include funds for charter
commission supplies and equipment.

County Clerk James Killeen estimates the char-
ter commission will cost $700,000 if no special
countywide election is required to adopt a new
charter.

A special election, meaning the county issue
would be the only matter on the ballot, would cost

" $1.5 million, Kileen estimates.

Tungate said the state has “no idea” of how much
staff a charter commission would need. Personnel
costs will likely be the largest charter commission
expense.

“If you can hire a stenographer for $65 a day, I'd
like to find one,” said Tungate.

Set for spring nights:
Giligan and O'Malley’s
sherbet-shaded

gown and wrap robe

The cool freshness of an ice-cream parlour parfait.
it's here im an after-dark duo that blends its elegance

with ease. Made of ultra-touchable rayon/
polyester, harlequin printed in soft pastel
peach, pink and white. Slim-strapped gown
with smocked yoke, $19. Matching wrap
robe with trapunto quilting, $39: Both also
in short versions: gown, S17; robe, $32.

Find them in New Reflections Intimate
Apparel, all Hudson's stores

hudsons
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