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Building boom bursts;

inspector ranks are cut

Canton's building department has
been slashed in half since summer — a
byproduct of the township’s decade-old
building boomn that has slowed almost
to a standstill

On March 31, three building inspec-
tors with about 2% years’ of seniority
will hit the unemployment lines.

Chief building official Aaron Mach-
nik said the latest round of layoffs will
leave his department with only four in-
spectors — one for general construc-
tion and one each for plumbing, heating
and electrical work.

The department has been reduced
from 22 to 10 employees since last
summer. The reductions include two
building inspectors and a department
helper who wereslaid off last fall, two
mechanical inspectors on medical
leave of absence, two vacant clerical
positions which were never filled, and a
clerical worker who was transferred to
the treasurer’s department.

“It's unfortunate. It's a very big re- .

duction,” Machnik said. “Canton has
been dependent on single-family home
construction. When the bottom drops

County Agency
on Aging is split

By CAROLINE PRICE

The Michigan Office on Service to
the Aging has agreed to split the Wayne
County funding agency for senior citi-
zen programs into two entities.

Detroit has been given the go-ahead
to form its own agency, with control of
an agency for out-county community
senior citizen programs still up for
grabs.

The resolution made Friday by the
state OSA commission in effect dis-
solves the existing Wayne County Area
Agency on Aging, which serves Detroit
and the rest of the county.

According to Linda Kimball of the
state OSA staff, the commission re-
solved to split the county into two “ser-
vice areas.” Planning and Service Area
1A will comprise Detroit, Highland
Park, Hamtramck, Harper Woods and
all the Grosse Pointes.

Planning Service Area 1C will in-
clude the rest of Wayne County’s com-
munities, although which government
body will control that agency has yet to
be decided.

The basic requirement to establish
an area agency is that the government-
al unit have a population of at least
100,000.

The only application filed for an out-
county agency thus far has been by the
City of Livonia, which filed in behalf of
itself and a group of other suburban
communities.

Forum on retardation results in confusion

Embarrassment, anger and seeming-
ly gerfuine concern for the retarded
characterized a meeting which was in-
tended as an educational forum on fos-
ter care Wednesday night.

The 31 citizens who showed up for
the meeting in the Canton administra-
tion building expected to learn the
“why’s” behind three proposals to lo-
cate the mentally retarded in their
neighborhoods.

Instead, they were addressed by par-
ents of mentally retarded children who
knew no more about the proposed
homes than township residents them-
selves.

Concern for the quality of care in the
proposed homes replaced the initial an-

The deadline for applications to form
an agency for the remainder of Wayne
County is April 15, Ms. Kimball said.

ALTHOUGH THE Wayne County
Board of Commissioners’ out-county
representatives on its Human Re-
sources Committee had condemned the
move to split the area agency, the
county appears ready to bid for control
of PSA 1C.

Canton Township Supervisor Noel
Culbert (Canton is one of the communi-
ties that strongly supported Livonia’s
bid for a local agency) said he had
received a letter from county Office on
Aging Director Dante DiVitto urging
support for a county area agency.

The Office on Aging impliments pro-
grams for the elderly such as nutrition
and home services, with money alloted
by the existing area agency.

Ms. Kimball said she did not know
how much would be allotted to each
agency, since federal and state legisla-
tures have not yet made appropria-
tions.

The existing area agency, under the
direction of Fred Ferris, last year
received more than $7 million from
federal and state sources. Of that
amount, 70 percent was allotted to De-
troit, with the remainder going to other
communities.

Ms. Kimball said the current area
agency would “cease to exist as of Sep-
tember.”

ger of citizens by the time the meeting
ending.

Frank Chakrabarty, a Canton fire-
fighter who lives on a street where one
foster care home is proposed, asked
Canton planner Jim Kosteva to ar-
range another meeting to discuss the
specific concerns of residents.

KOSTEVA, who arranged last
week's meeting, seemed embarrassed
when he explained a mix-up in speaker
arrangements which brought parent
group representatives to the meeting
instead of persons familiar with the
proposed Canton homes.

Kosteva had wanted representatives
of the Michigan Mental Health Depart-
ment to speak on the rationale of Alter-
native Institutional Service homes

out of that, something has got to give.”

THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT,
which is entirely self-supporting,
derives its revenue from building per-
mits and other construction-related
fees.

In January and February of this
year, the department issued only 18
permits for the construction of single-
family homes compared to the 134
which were issued during the same pe-
riod in 1979.

Machnik said the slowdown in Can-
ton’s construction activity reached dra-
matic proportions last summer. The
number of single-family permits issued
by the department in 1979 dipped 42
per cent below the 1978 level.

A total 1,577 permits were issued for
home construction in 1978. In 1979, the
figure dropped to 661.

Machnik said staffing in the building
department is now “just about down to
the bottom line.”

Single-family home construction

- brings the most work to Canton’s build-

ing department. But employees must
also inspect other types of construction
work, such as garages and commercial
additions’

Machnik said he has promised town-
ship administrators to keep a close eye
on his department’s budget. But he has
no icea where additional staffing cuts
can be made if construction activity
continues its downward plunge.

“THINGS ARE SO unusual, with the
high interest rates and all, that it’s dif-
ficult to make any predictions,” Mach-
nik said. “Six months ago, I said it
couldn’t get any worse. And it did. I
hate to make any predictions now.”

The decision to layoff three building
inspectors March 31 was reached joint-
ly by Machnik and other township ad-
ministrators.

Machnik, who has been employed by
Canton since 1975, said staffing in the
department will dip to its lowest level
in at least the past six years when the
inspectors clear out their belongings at
the end of this month.

“It's very difficult. A lot of these
folks have families,” he said. “I
wouldn’t want to be responsible for the
personnel department at General Mo-
tors.

“But we have to do what we can in
terms of budget restraints.”

(AIS). The state contracts with private
agencies to run AIS homes for the men-
tally retarded.

Applications for three AIS homes in
Canton are now pending before the
Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vices. Two homes for mentally retard-
ed youth have been proposed by Pyra-
mid Human Services for sites on Ma-
ben and on Herbey. An application for
an adult foster care home on Haggerty,
south of Cherry Hill, has been submit-
ted by Alternative Services.

Kosteva contacted the Michigan As-
sociation for Retarded Citizens to ask
for speaker recommendations.

He wound up with representatives
from two parent groups — the North-
west Community Association for Re-
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‘Godspell’ opening Friday

The musical “Godspell” will open Friday in Cen-
tral Middle School and be repeated by the Plym-
outh Theatre Guild April 4 and 5 in the auditorium
of Central Middle School. Shown singing in a “back-

|
yard show” are Dave Higginbotham of Plymouth |
and Sandy Kinkead of Canton. For more details on
the production, see Page 5C of today’s Suburban *
Life Section. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey) |

tarded Citizens and the Plymouth Asso-
ciation for Retarded Citizens. A board
member of a community-run home for
the retarded in Plymouth also attend-
ed.

But none of the speakers — Maybelle
Munn, Sylvia Kloe, Mary Brimball or
Jan Plas — knew much about the pro-
posed homes in Canton. They thought
ther meeting was intended as a com-
munity awareness program on retarda-
tion.

PLAS, a MEMBER of the board of
directors for the Community Opportu-
nity Center in Plymouth, said that
home is operated differently than the
AIS homes proposed for Canton.

Community Opportunity Center is
funded with private donations, Social

Security income of clients and an $18-
a-day payment for each resident from
the Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vices. The home’s board of directors is
comprised chiefly of parents and com-
munity representatives.

Private agencies receive payment of
$40 to $60 a day for each client from
the Michigan Department of Mental
Health to run AIS homes.

The speakers heard the complaints
of residents that AIS homes are being
brought into their residential neighbor-
hoods for profit. They heard residents
recite unanswered questions on AIS
programming and care.

Plas advised the citizens to continue
asking those questions.

“We can do very little to stop these |
homes from ¢oming into the communi- |
ty,” said one resident. “Maybe we
should take the direction of being con- 1
cerned about the quality of care that's |

given.”

Another woman invited Plas to bring |
a branch of the Plymouth home into|
Canton in lieu of the AIS homes.
“Yours sounds a lot better,” she said. |

When the meeting started, residents |
were visibly irritated that their ques- |
tions could not be answered. They ex- |
pressed concern on avoiding embar-!
rassment for the speakers who did at- |
tend.

But Kosteva said he was more |
pleased with the outcome of the session |
than he thought he would be. ‘
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It may have been one of the first days of spring, but Seems like discussions of the proposed zoning ordi- Anyone who visited Meijer’s Thrifty Acres in Clubs in Action . . . . . 8C :

the stuff coming from the sky Friday morning cer- nance revisions have been going on for years. Actu- Canton a few months back probably remembers the Daniels Den. . . . . 6A !
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zard barely stuck around for the day, but managed this Tuesday when the Canton Township Board of In fact, one of the staff members around here in- Opinion. . . . . . . 6A
to knock out power for some Canton residents. On Trustees meets. The agenda for the regular board sisted she would be the winner of the car — that's Readers Write' . . . . . 6A
the whole, however, Canton fared better than meeting includes an item on the zoning ordinance known as thinking positively. Well, she didn't win Sports - 1-2B
neighboring communities of Livonia and Plymouth, revisions. A vote is expected, but the outcome is yet the car, but another lucky Canton resident did. The Strofler . . . | . . .. 8A

where many residents experienced power failures to be known. Other items to be discussed include winner of a 1980 Ford Mustang Ghia is Clyde Suburban Life. . 50

that lasted until evening and succeeded in closing unification of 35th District Court, discussion of mo- Kintner. The contest was in honor of the corpora- uburbanLife, . . . 5C,8C
schools and businesses. bile home and massage parlor ordinances and the tion’s opening of a new store in Sterling Heights. TheView . ., . . ... C
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Wayne County reform may be decided by voters

By TOM LONERGAN

A Wayne County Board of Commis-
sioners committee has moved the coun-
ty reorganization issue off dead center.

The general government committee
Tuesday recommended the county re-
form issue be placed on the Aug. 5 pri-
mary election ballot.

Voters would be asked whether a
county charter commission should be
created to propose a new home rule
charter for the deficit-ridden county.

A partisan primary election for char-
ter commissioners would ajso be held
Aug. 5.

The charter commission, if ap-
proved, would eventually give voters

obituaries

EDITH M. CONWAY

Services for Mrs. Conway, 78, of
Plymouth, were held recently in R.G. &
G.R. Harris Funeral Home, Livonia,
with the Rev. John Lombardini offici-
ating. Burial was in Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, Southfield.

"Mrs. Conway, who died March 17,
worked in the payroll department of
the Uniroyal Rubber Co. for 20 years.
She was an active bowler and golfer.

Survivors include: children, Bette
Ocha of Taylor and Robert Johnson;
and one grandchild.

SHIRLEY R. DUNHAM

Services for Mr. Dunham, 57, of Whi-
tehall, were held recently in the Edge-
wood Lutheran Church in Fruitport
with the Rev. Jack Horner officiating.

Mr. Dunham, who died March 11,
worked for the Hooker Chemical Co.
He was born in Plymouth, served in
World War 11, and once worked for the
Wayne County Road Commission.

Survivors include: wife, Violet; step-
son, Mervin Mitchell, sisters, Jean Hor-
vath of Brooklyn and Nancy Myers of
Arbor; two grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews.

AVIS K. HOLTZ

Services for Mrs. Holtz, 44, of Belle-
ville, were held recently in Schrader
Funeral Home with the Rev. Henry
Walch officiating. Burial was in Oak-
land Hills Cemetery. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Diabetes
Society.

Mrs. Holtz, who died March 18,
worked as a nurses’ aid. SHe was a for-
mer resident of Plymouth and a mem-
ber of the Order of the Eastern Star,
Plymouth Chapter No. 115.

Survivors include: husband, John;
children, John, Oren and Alice; broth-
ers, William Blackmore of Garden City
and Dale Blackmore of Plymouth; sis-
ters, Ruth Marie Laslett of Harbor
Springs and Nancy Burnett of May-
field, Ky.
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independence  in
beautiful new complex.

One and two bedroom apartments for
sontor Citizens including:

® Housekeeping services

® Transportation
® Optional social activifies
® Medical secunity
Now Taking Reservations
Call or visit

107 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(313) 455:0510

the option to decide if a new county
government should be headed by either
1) an elected county executive, or 2) a
manager appointed by the cotinty
board.

THE FULL county board will vote
on the ballot proposition March 27 as
the Ways and Means Committee. If the
committee approves, final action by
the 27-member county board could be
taken April 3. -

County officials have stalled placing
the charter commission issue on the
ballot until they receive assurances
that the state would pay for the elec-
tions and operation of a charter com-
mission. Gov. William Milliken signed
the county reorganization bill, which
gives the charter commission its au-
thority, Feb. 13.

Even though Board Chairman Samu-
el Turner, D<Detroit, says he has a ver-
bal commitment from Milliken that the
state will pay the “reasonable ex-
penses” of county reorganization, at
least one suburban commissioner re-
mains doubtful about funding.

Alex Pilch, D-Dearborn, was the only
general government committee mem-
ber to vote against placing the issue on
the ballot. “We are being responsible
when we insist that the money be up-
front before we proceed,” he said.

“WE’VE BEEN chastised, criticized,
humiliated and everything else for our
deficits. But it must be all right to do
that if that’s what the state wants.

“We have every right to ask for an
iron-clad commitment in the form of a
legislative appropriation.”

Turner responded that it’s costing
the county “at the rate of $4 million

this |

annually to continue to wait” on reorg-
anization. Milliken has refused to ap-
prove state assistance to Wayne, in-
cluding $4 million for court probation
services this year, until the commis-
sioners place the reform issue on the

ballot.

- A bill pending in the Michigan Senate
Appropriations Committee would pro-
vide an estimated $300,000 for a char-
ter commission, which may have up to
35 representatives paid up to $65 per

meeting.

However, a county committee esti-
mates the charter commission’s cost
will range from $1.2 million to $2.7
million depending on when elections
are scheduled.

High school students study
government from the inside

By W.W. EDGAR

Two high school students, Sondra
Gillon and Kathy Kidston, are helping
to plow new furrows in the field of edu-
cation.

And from latest reports they are
doing quite well.

The two are enrolled in a legislative
intern program which was inaugurated
this year with U.S. Sen. Carl Levin’s
office in Detroit and State Sen. Robert
Geake’s Lansing office serving as the
training ground.

Under the supervision of Audrey Eti-
enne, a social studies teacher at Plym-
outh Canton High, the stiudents spend
about 15 hours each week learning the
fundamentals of government from a
new angle.

TO HELP IN the program the Rota-
ry Club of Plymouth has donated $200
to be used to cover the cost of gasoline
while traveling to the legislative offic-
es.

“We are struggling at the moment,”
exptained Mrs. Etienne, “but we are
making headway even thoug,h the time
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required for the girls to travel is a
hardship.”

Miss Gillon has been driving to the
Federal Building in Detroit three days
each week since January and her in-
ternship is to continue until the end of
the semester in June.

“This is quite a hardship in that it
requires considerable expense, given
the present cost of gasoline, and be-
cause of the time required to make the
round trip.”

Miss Gillon presently is working in
the federal grant program, becoming
acquainted with the work needed to
make proper application to the federal
government for funds. She is helping
with the areas in Michigan outside De-
troit.

DRIVING TO Lansing is not a prob-
lem for Miss Kidston because she car
pools with Sen. Geake who makes the
trip there in the morning and returns
home at night.

Save 20%

SELECTED FABRICS!
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Most of her work thus far has been
with committees and with the handling
of complaints coming into the senator’s
office from constiuents and others.

“This is a pilot program in the study
of applied government,” said Mrs. Eti-
enne, “and we are hoping it will be suc-
cessful enough to attract more stu-
dents.

“This is especially true in working
with Sen. Levin. If we could attract a
few students they could pool their trav-

el and the hardship on a single student,

such as on Sondra Gillon, would be
eased.”

The pilot program is one of the few
in the area. Last year Livonia Schools
was involved in the activity but the
project is new to Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

That's why Mrs. Etienne is anxious
for it to succeed because it affords a
chance to work right in a government
office and learn the intricacies of gov-
ernment first-hand
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Staff photos
by Gary Caskey
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These young people on Beacon Hill Court greeted the “second day

" of spring with a
message of their own. When the snow subsided, the crew built a snowman and attached this
L
O

message: “Think Spring!” From left are: Ken Martin, Mike Harwood, Todd Gattoni (kneel-
| ing) and Bernie Pavone.

}q.
John Buzuvis, age 3, of Plymouth leads his aunt, Marie Buzuvis, on his first venture outside on
Hot Wheels on the first day of spring Thursday
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One of the first sure signs of the arrival of spring
'is the opening of the A&W rootbeer stand which,

after heing closed all winter, is now ready for thir-
sty customers.

pring fever bu
bites early & hard
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Enjoying lunch alfresco on Thursday in Edward Hines Park were Hoe

nce and David Segerlund.
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diamond and precious sfone
in our dazzling collection

sapphires at 10% to 50% off? And now, during HudsoM's semi-annual diamond andprecious
stone sale, nearly everyone will find them irresistible. You'll save on rings, earrings, pendants,
bracelets, wedding bands, engagement sets. diamond watches, men’s rings and more
from our multi-million dollar collection. But hurry, you only have until Saturday, April 5 to
save. In Fine Jewelry. Remember, all diamonds are taken as trade-ins toward your purchase

Who could resist glistening, fiery diamonds or the cool elegance of rubies, emeralds of
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_on a fabulous collection of jewels. Quantities are limited and at these prices they won't
last long. Choose from earrings, rings, pendants, Art Caryed wedding bands, and more.
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