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Zoning ordinance finally becomes law

Canton’s zoning ordinance proposal
became law at 11 p.m. Tuesday follow-
ing a 6-1 vote of the township board to
approve the 300-page document.

The ordinance carries out the intent
of the township’s master land use plan.
Five years in the making, the docu-
ment also allows for the proposed and
controversial farmland preservation
program

The law took immediate effect fol-
lowing the township board vote as al-
lowed by state zoning law.

Treasurer Jim Donahue called the
board vote “the singular most import-
ant board action” of the decade.

“It's like finishing a war. You don't
know what to do next,” said Supervisor
Noel Culbert.

Trustee Eugene Daley was the only
board trustee who voted against the or-
dinance approval.

THE ACTION met a self-imposed
board deadline to approve the ordi-
nance in March to give the tax board of
review an opportunity to lower proper-
ty assessments of agricultural lands in
western Canton.

The agricultural zoning is the most
prominent feature of the new law.

The ordinance places 6,200 acres

Township board says

Court split preferred

over combining sites...

By DARLENE STINSON

Canton Township may take steps to
secede from the five-community 35th
District Court in a move which back-
fires on other municipalities’ request
for a unified courtroom in the district.

Judge James Garber said the action
will kill a recommendation of a court

study committee to build one court-
room for Canton Township, Plymouth
and Plymouth Township, Northville
and Northville Township.

The recommendation stems from the
cost inefficiency of running three
courtrooms in the administration build-
ings of Canton, Plymouth and North-
ville.

... which perturbs

others in

By TERI BANAS

By the time Judge James Garcer ar-
rived at the Plymouth Township Board
meeting Tuesday night, he needed a
few minutes to “‘cool off.”

The 35th District judge was still
simmering about the Canton Township
Board's decision earlier that evening to
form its own court.

Garber had intended simply to ask
Plymouth Township officials which of
three proposed sites they preferred for
the construction of a unified 35th Dis-
trict courthouse to serve five neighbor-
ing communities, the cities of Plym-

district

outh and Northville and the townships
of Plymouth, Canton and Northville.

But by about 10 p.m. that evening,
Garber’s plan appeared to be the last
thing on the judge’s mind.

What he did talk about was the Can-
ton Board's decision that literally
squelched a unified court concept for
the five municipalities.

The reaction in Plymouth Township:
They were stunned.

“It appears to me you have some
empire building down there (in Can-
ton),” said Plymouth Township Super-
visor Thomas Notebaert.

(Continued on Page 4A)

west of Canton Center in an agricultur-
al-industrial (AGI) zoning district. Land
in that classification cannot be split
into parcels smaller than 40 acres. Use
of the land is limited to agricultural ac-
tivities.

The ordinance zones an additional
3,000 acres in western Canton for agri-
cultural-residential (AGR) use. Land in
the buffer zoning district cannot be
split into parcels smaller than five
aeres.

The Canton Tax Board of Review is
expected to reduce property assess-

According to Garber, space prob-
lems in Plymouth and Northville city
halls have forced the court to seek
other quarters.

Garber went before Canton board
trustees Tuesday night to ask their
preference for one of three courthouse
sites proposed by the study committee.
The committee’s recommended site is
at Plymouth and Haggerty roads and is
owned by the city of Plymouth.

Canton Township officials surprised
the judge when they blasted the propos-
al, which they said was made to “bail
out” other communities.

The 5-2 vote to table the construction
proposal included a resolution to con-
tact the state Legislature about the
possibility of a Canton split from the
35th District.

Canton, which opened its own court-
room in the basement of township hall
one year ago, supplies and finances an
estimated 40 percent.of the district’s
activities.

“T think it's time that we stop acting
like the stepchild of this area and start
acting our size,” said Trustee Robert
Greenstein.

“I'm talking about local area politics
for the last 30 years. The psychology is
still Plymouth-Canton. Canton now
should be predominate.”

Trustees offered to deed the district
a five-acre parcel on the site of the

(Continued on Page 4A)

Chiefs deny union head’s claim

Will local police guar

By TERI BANAS

Two local police chiefs plan to keep
their troops close to home during the
week of the Republican National Con-
vention in Detroit in July.

That's the reaction from Plymouth’s
Tim Ford and Canton’s Jerry Cox fol-
lowing charges made by a top police
labor leader who claims Detroit police
officials are hunting for suburban as-
sistance during the big event.

Carl Parsell, head of the Police Offi-
cers Association of Michigan (POAM),
said Detroit officials may be calling on
suburban help to compensate for ex-
pected layoffs of 500 Detroit officers.

“Suburban officials should be very
careful about rescuing Detroit at the
expense of their own citizens,” said
Parsell, who lives in Plymouth Town-
ship and is a former Ganton Township
treasurer.

He added the arrangements were
discussed in “secret talks” between De-
troit officials and suburban police
chiefs during two area meetings called
to “coordinate convention security”
last month.

Detroit Police Chief William Hart
has not been available for comment.

ACCORDING TO FORD, who at-
tended those meetings, no mention of
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such a pact was made to the group of
40-50 area police department heads.

“They just wanted to advise us of
their initial planning for the conven-
tion. There has been no discussion in
relation to providing Plymouth police
officers to work in place of Detroit po-
lice officers.”

“There was no request made to me
to supply persons to police the city of
Detroit during the convention,” added
Cox. “I don’t know of any plan for sub-
urban officers to go into the city of De-
troit.”

Cox, however, said he would supply
the convention with five officers who
have been specially trained in protec-

S ‘ ‘
Today's special election of Plym-

outh-Canton Community Schools will
cost the school district almost $10,000.

Almost half of that cost is to pay for
precinct workers and to cover the ex-
pense of setting up the voting ma-
chines.

Florence Beier, administrative as-
sistant for community relations for the
district, explained that the election ex-
penses fall into two categories — those
required by law and those incurred to
inform residents of the ballot issues.

Expenses for items required by law,
she said, total almost $7,880 while the
money spent to inform residents was a
little more than $1,900.

ments in the AGI district in order to
reflect the farming value of the land
instead of the potential, developed val-
ue. Assessments, which equal about 50
per cent of market value, are the basis
of property tax computations.

FOLLOWING A tax board request
for township board direction, board
trustees indicated their preference for
reducing AGI assessments by $1 mil-
lion. George McEachran, director of
the Wayne County Bureau of Taxation,
said the township can reduce the as-
sessments by a maximum $1 million

without upping property assessments
in other areas of the township.

The reduction would mean an aver-
age 21 percent decline in AGI property
assessments. Trustees said the biggest
reductions should be given to active
farmers as opposed to land developers
who bought land for speculative pur-
poses. .

Jim Kosteva, head of the township’s
planning department, said the assess-
ment reduction will mean an “insignifi-
cant” drop in the total tax dollars
brought into township hall. The
Headlee Amendment will require the
township to roll back its millage rate

this year so tax revenues will not in
crease by more than 12 percent in hight
of a 17% percent assessment hike

Still undecided is a method to fund a
developinent rights program for own-
ers of AGI land. Legally, the township
must reimburse landowners for their
lost right to develop their land

document addressess
hundreds of land use issues besides
farmland preservation. Among the
most controversial is multiple-family
zoning along Ford Road to break up
that highway's commercial strip

The zoning

Dan Fowler of Plymouth, known as Cinders
when he dons his clown outfit, applies face makeup
before taking a trip out to the center ring for the
Shrine Circus which is performing through Sunday
at the State Fairgrounds. Fowler, who has been a

>
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Making up Cinders

dy Saunders.)

Shrine clown for 18 months, also is a volunteer
firefighter for the city of Plymouth. Hanneford
Circus furnishes some of the other performers for
the 72nd annual Shrine Circus. (Staff photo by Min-

convention?

tion of VIPs. That would only happen,
he added, if Congress appropriated ex-
tra funding to pay the officers’ salaries.

“I think if any direct security would
be provided it would be for these indi-
viduals to do that job.”

Otherwise, both men said they'll
have their hands full insuring that local
streets are covered during what's ex-
pected to be a busy time here. Both ex-
pect more activity on the streets be-
cause delegates and their families will
be lodging in, Plymouth and Canton
motels and hotels.

Four hundred Detroit officers al-
ready have been laid off. The POAM
contract in Detroit expires two weeks

elections aren’t

EXPENSES in the first category,
those required by law, include: §1,800

to print up the ballots; $2,579 to set up

the voting machines; $500 to move the
machines from where they are stored
to where they will be used; and about
$3,000 for precinct workers.

The $3,000 figure is higher than pre-
vious elections as the district is re-
quired to pay precinct workers mini-
mum wage and the minimum wage has
increased since the last election.

Ms. Beier pointed out that the dis-
trict also spends money for printed ma-
terial to inform residents about the bal-
lot proposals. By state law, she said, it
is illegal for any material distributed

before the start of the convention on
July 14.

FORD SAID there are no plans in
Plymouth to “beef up” the local staff-
ing during convention activities this
summer.

“We do anticipate more activity in
the local bars but we can handle just
about anything that happens with what
we have on the street.”

It will not be known until April
which delegates will stay in Plymouth

and Canton. P

4
Cox says he won't know until then if
“extra security measures’ will be
needed in Canton,

by the district to support a position, ei-
ther for or against a ballot issue.

“We were very careful to make sure
that none of the material was slanted,
and we certainly didn't urge anyone to
vote yes or no."”

THE INFORMATONAL expenses
item includes $206 to print precinct
maps which were distributed to ele-
mentary and middle school students to
take to their parents.

The community relations office also
prepared a brochure explaining the
ballot proposals which was mailed to
every house in Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools.

The printing cost for that brochure

How to get |
vote results

The Observer will again offer its
Election Hotline service to residents
interested in learning the outcome
of today's special election in Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools

Our news staff will be on hand to-
night to relay election results as
soon as they are compiled

The Election Hotline will be open
at 459-2700 from 9 p.m. to midnight.
If you receive a busy signal — dial
again. Calls will be answered as
promptly as possible

‘To keep the phone lines open for
all our readers, the only results re
ported will be the total votes cast in
favor and against each of the three
ballot proposals. Information about
individual precinct votes will not be
available on the hotline.

Detailed information about the
election will be reported in Mon-
day's editions of the Canton and
Plymouth Observers J

cheap

was $732 and the cost of postage was
$812

“We also had a question-answer flier
which was included in school
newsletters sent home and passed out
at public meetings. The cost of printing
the flier was $156.”

The informational expenses for the
election totalled $1.906. When added to
the $7,879 for items legally required,
the total cost to the school district for
the election is $9,785.

The citizens election committee is
using volunteers to man a phone center
urging residents to get out and vote,
but that committee does not plan on
spending any money on the campaign.
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‘Echo-Humanities’

focuses on CEP

. Do you ever wonder what the high
school students are learning at the
.Plymouth Centennial Educational Park
(CEP)?

“Echo-Humanities On the Air," fea-
tured on WSDP (88.1 FM), is an instruc-
tional program directed to Plymouth-
Canton residents to be informed on lit-

Secretaries

pact remains

unsettled

Final agreement is yet to reached
with the union representing secretaries
employed by Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools.

The school board had been prepared
to vote Monday night to approve a con-
tract if the secretaries had ratified. But
the item was deleted from the agenda
when it was learned the secretaries
hadn't voted yet on ratification.

Members of the Plymouth-Canton
Association of Educational Office Per-
sonnel also met Monday night to hear
about the proposed settlement.

Although tentative agreement was
reached at the bargaining table, the
proposed settlement went to the mem-
bership without the recommendation of
the union negotiators. Ratification was
recommended by state mediator Rob-
ert Whittaker.

A meeting has been scheduled by the
union for this Monday to take a ratifi-
cation vote. If ratified, the school board
then will vote on the proposed settle-
ment at its April 14 meeting.

If agreement is reached with the
secretaries, bus drivers and teachers
would be working without a ratified
contract

erature, art, and social sciences.

The program is produced and pre-
sented by upperclassmen at the CEP
who are enrolled in the two-part, full-
year course, Humanities I and II.

The class is offered at Plymouth Sa-
lem High and is taught by Nancy Kop-
pin, Ruth Tonner and Sue Welker.

THROUGHOUT THE year, students
have the option of either preparing a
showcase in the school building or pre-
senting a 60-minute program to be
broadcast on the school radio station.

The students, working in groups, pre-
pare their information through re-
search and organization many weeks
before air-time.

Research topics range from the Re-
naissance to the modern era. The infor-
mation is brought to the listener
through simulated interviews with peo-
ple of the past.

The simulated interviews cover
background about their lives, presenta-
tions with music, and many other inno-
vative techniques.

Kathie Allen, WSDP staff advisor
and coordinator of the program, said:
“The show gives both students and lis-
teners an excellent opportunity to be
involved in history.”

The program is broadcast at 7 p.m.
Tuesdays.

During the fall semester the students
studied the days of primiive man,
Greek and Roman history, ard the mid-
dle ages. This semester they began
with the Renaissance era and will cov-
er different time periods up to the
modern era.

Upcoming topics include art and mu-
sic from the late Baroque era, politics
in the Enlightenment, Romanticism
during the 18th Century, and psycho-
logical advancements of the Victorian
era. Later in the series the students
will present humanities topics preva-
lent in the modern era.

LET’S HAVE
LUNCH
with the

Bunny

at

Livonia Mall

March 29, and April 5

11:30 a.m. in the Community Room G
_Entrance_

Tickets

l Please reserve

! 53,00 ea. Lunch at 11:30 a.m.
: Community Room-“G” Entrance
I

March 29[| April 5 [

i Name
| Address

|C|ty
Phone

State_.

Zip

| Amount Enclosed

: Send check or money order to:
: Livonia Mall Merchants Association
1 29514 Seven Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152

IReservations must be requested 5
| days prior to date requested.
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obituaries

JOHN D. McLAREN

Funeral services for Mr. McLaren,
64, of Beacon Hill Drive, Plymouth
Township, were held in Schrader Fu-
neral Home. Officiating was the Rev.
Philip Rodgers Magee. Burial was in
Riverside Cemetery. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the McLaren
Scholarship Fund, Berea College,
Berea, Ky.

Mr. McLaren died March 21 in St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital. He was a life-
time resident of Plymouth. He was re-
tired as owner of lumber and coal sales
businesses, including the McLaren-Silk-
worth Oil Co., McLaren Lumber &

Coal, and McLaren Transit Mix. He
served two terms as supervisor of
Plymouth Township and was a member
of the First United Presbyterian
Church of Plymouth.

Survivors include: wife, Willie,
mother, Marion L. McLaren of Plym-
outh; son, John D. of Hollywood, Calif ;
daughter, Cynthia of Plymouth; and
twin grandsons, John D IV and Charles
I. McLaren.

EDITH M. CONWAY
Funeral services for Mrs. Conway,

78, of Plymouth, were held in RG. &
G.R. Harris Funeral Home, Livonia,

WELL—DRESSED FOR EASTER
PLUS DURABILITY FOR EVERYDAY

Put your child into an Easter shoe
that keeps that Easter Look
long after!

LAZY~BONES

GABE SHOES

KENDALLWOOD CENTER
12 Mile & Farmington Rd.
Farmington Hills, Mich.
553-4401

with the Rev. William Pettit officiat-
ing. Burial was in Holy Sepulchre Cem-
etery, Southfield.

Mrs. Conway died March 17. She
worked in the payroll department of
Uniroyal Rubber Co. for 20 years. She
was an active bowler and golfer.

Survivors include: daughter, Bette
Ocha of Taylor; son, Robert Johnson,
and one grandchild.

DUNCAN HURSLEY
Duncan Hursley, former owner of
the Early American Shop on Mdlh
Street, Plymouth, died March 21 in En-
glewood , Fla. He was 75. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted in Casterline Fu-
neral Home. Northville by the Rev

Samuel Stout of First United Methodist
Church of Plymouth. Burial was in Ru-
ral Hill Cemetery, Northville

Mr. Hursley was born in West Loren,
Ontario. He grew up in Detroit where
his father was a pharmacist. When his
father died, he, his mother and his sis
ter moved to Northville. Duncan Hurs
ley and his wife, Bea, shared a great
interest in antiques. They opened the
Early American Shop in 1954 and until
1966 lived in an apartment over the
store. They moved to their home on
Rouge Street, Northville in 1966. Mrs
Hursley died in 1968 He continued to
live there, spending the winters in Flor
ida. He played 18 holes of golf the day
before he died

The Bursleys had no children
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The Home Amusement Center, with the family and
home exclusively in mind is proud to announce that
you now can own a full size Pinball machine or
Jukebox that the entire family will enjoy year round
in the comfort of your own home. As a special
incentive during the tax season visit our showroom
and SAVE $50.00 on any Pinball in stock.
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Rochester 652-3500
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Children go

into training

Some bus drivers for Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools may be facing

out of the yard during last Friday
morning's snow storm.

Administrators are investigating to
make sure a direct order was given to
drivers to go out on their routes, how-
ever, before deciding what disciplinary
action will be taken.

The drivers refused to take the buses
out on the routes because they felt the
roads were too dangerous, explained
Superintendent John M. Hoben.

“We had determined the roads were
safe to drive on and told them so. But
at 6 a.m. Friday none of the high school
and middle school buses went out.

“The elementary buses, which leave
about 8 a.m., did make it out and deliv-
ered those students,” Hoben added.

Climbing aboard Engine 4242 with Jim Ward, C&O superintendent
in Plymouth, are some preschool youngsters who visited the Chessie
yard in the city with their nursery school. (Staff photos by Gary Cas-
key)

“I suppose you could say we experi-
enced a wildcat strike because the

Census countdown
begins this Friday

You're going to be asked to account for your-
self when Friday rolls around.

hold. Those with more than seven persons in a
household will be called on by a census bureau
worker, who will collect information on the ad-
That's when copies of the 1980 census ques- ditional persons.
tionnaire will be mailed to millions of homes
across the country. Questions on the short form include items
about age, sex, marital status, race and type of
Most of you will receive a “short form” ques-  home.
tionaire, which should be filled out and returned

April 1. No stamp is required on the census en- The longer questionaire that will be received

velope by some households asks additional questions
about extent of education, income, home facili-
About 10 percent of the population will ties and employment. e

receive a “long form,” which should be filled out

and held until a census taker visits the home. The census bureau, 1n a promnant position on

the front of the questionaire, vows confidentiali-
On a local level, the Canton Complete Cbunt  ty to respondents.
Committee will also be working to insure that
everyone in the community is counted. Members ~
of the Canton Jaycees have volunteered to stand
by the telephones at township hall this weekend
in order to answer questions and offer aid to
those who have problems with their census

forms

Information collected from the 1980 census
will be used for a variety of purposes. Changes
in an area’s population can result in a shuffling
of legislative districts. Population changes can
also increase or decrease the amount of federal
money received by a community.

The Jaycees will be on hand from noon to 5
p.m. Saturday and Sunday and will also wel-
come those who wish to drop by with their forms
for help in filling them out. The township hall
telephone number is 397-1000.

Canton’s population has at least quadrupled
since the 1970 census. Officials have estimated
the township's population to be as much as
50,000.

For most people, however, the census forms
will prove to be relatively simple to complete.

The increase in population, if proved by the
census, will also mean a large increase in feder-
al revenue-sharing tax money. Canton could
receive more than $2 million a year by 1984
from federal taxes.

THE FORMS provide spaces for a battery of
questions on up to seven members of a house-
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discipline for refusing to take the buses .

Getting a close look at the train are: (from left) adult su-
pervisors Pat Clapham and Carol Steffanni, youngsters Brad

Y

drivers made a determination not to go
out which was counter to the superin-
tendent’s direction.

“But the facts of the situation are
still being investigated. The possibility
remains open that disciplinary action
might be taken,” added Hoben.”

NORM KEE, assistant superintend-
ent for personnel, also confirmed his
department was investigating the ap-
parent refusal of drivers to work Fri-
day morning.

“We don’t know for sure how specific
the order given really was. We think
the instructions from the supervisor
were clear enough to be understood,
but we don’t want to jump to any hasty
conclusions. That’s why we are investi-
gating the facts,” said Kee.

Hoben said he and supervisors from
the transportation department checked
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Darling, Matt Claphan and Eric Beland, and Jim Ward of the

C&O0.

the conditions of the roads early Friday
morning and determined they were
safe enough for the buses to go out

“There was a lot of slush on the
roads but they were safe to drive on
Catholic Central High sent its buses out
through the community, and just about
everybody got to work that day. By 9
am. Friday, three hours later, the
pavement was dry.

“But, evidently, the drivers felt the
roads were unsafe.”

The superintendent added that the

Bus drivers may face discipline

administration always considers safety
before deciding whether to
school when a storm hits. “But we alse
have to consider cost and can't cancel
school unless we are certain a real dan

cancel

ger exists

“The cost to the district in salaries
lost for teachers alone is $90.000 for
one day that school is cancelled

Repeated efforts made Tuesday to
reach a bus union officer were unsuc
cessful as she was either out to lunch or
out on a route

Special meeting scheduled

for Canton Library Board

The Canton Public Library Board

will hold a special meeting at 4:30 p.m

March 28 on the third floor of the Can-

Spring

ton Township admimstration building
The board will open bids submitted for
a library book theft detection system

wine sale,

. how through April 12:
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choose from an exciting
selection that offer:
something for everyone

from the eager beginner
to the expert coy
noisseur. Find red and
white Bordeaux, red and
white Burgundy. Beau

olais, Rhone. Lore
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Wine Shops. Downtowr
Northland, Eastland, Por
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