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Horror turns to hugs

after rescue fr

|

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

Helen Hasselbach explains what happened when she heard a
thunder-like sound before fire broke out in the second floor of
her historic home. Doug Wiilliams of Westland, right, helped
rescue Hasseilbach and her husband.

Canton man
in collision
with train

A 76-year-old Canton man was
killed early Sunday morning when
his vehicle was struck by an east-
bound Amtrak passenger train in
Canton.

The man was driving on Lilley
Road south of Michigan Avenue in
Canton at approximately 12:40 a.m.
Sunday. He was dead at the scene,
according to Canton police.

The accident is being investigated
by the Canton Accident Investigation
Team. The man was the only person
in the vehicle at the time of the acci-
dent.

Heavy fog at the time of the acci-
dent reduced visibility for area mo-
torists. Amtrak passenger trains
travel regularly between Detroit and
Chicago, with stops in Ann Arbor and
Dearborn included in those trips.

The
Canton
Connection

Pompon squad
places first
The Plymouth-Canton High

om fire

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Helen Hasselbach, 75, struggled
down the steps of her home to give
hugs to the two men who saved her
and her husband's lives last week af-
ter flames engulfed the historical
house.

“These are the boys who pulled
me out of the house last night” she
said. “They saved my life.”

She and her husband, Freeman, 84,
were in the house at about 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 8.

“I heard a big bang and I said: ‘Is
that thunder?’ or ‘What’s
happening?’” Helen Hasselbach
said. “I said the light was on upstairs
and when I went up to look I saw
that the ceiling was on fire. Then
there was another boom.”

JOHN MURRAY and Doug Wil-
liams were on their lunch break
from the afternoon shift at PraCoil
on Haggerty Road when they noticed
smoke pouring out of the roof of an
old farmhouse on Van Born near
Hannon.

“I could see bright orange,” said
Murray, a Garden City resident.

““Then | saw the house was on fire.
I'm from the area and know that two
elderly people live in there. | saw
two silhouettes in the window mov-

ing.

Williams, a Westland resident, and
Murray went in and pulled the cou-
ple out. The Hasselbachs were taken
to the hospital and immediately re-
leased.

DAMAGE TO the 76-year-old
house, on land the family has lived
on for more than 140 years, was esti-
mated at $40,000, a fire department

Helen Hasselbach hugs the two men, Doug Wil-
liams of Westland, left, and John Murray of

report said. Freeman was born and
raised on the land.

Contents ruined by the fire were
valued at $30,000, the report said.
The house was valued at $150,000.

A weather-beaten sign marking
the house a Michigan Centennial
Farm, “Owned by the same family
over 100 years,” lay against the side
of the house the day after the fire.

“l was all shook up, but there’s
nothing you can do but accept it,”

© Suburban Comemunications Corporation. All Rights Reserved

Helen Hasselbach said.

Charles Hasselbach, the couple’s
son, received a call from a neighbor
child that the house was on fire, he
said.

THE CAUSE of the fire was the
wood framing around the chimney
that had cracks in it, the report said.
The chimney served as an airtight,
wood-burning stove in the kitchen on
the first floor.

BILL BRESLER/stafl photographer

Garden City, right, who rescued her from her
burning house last week.

The Hasselbachs have doubts
about that theory. Helen Hasselbach
said she believed the fire started
from an electrical source.

The incident made Murray think
about his grandparents’ well-being,
he said. K

“They live on a farm, too.

“T hope that someday if something
happens to my grandparents that
someone will help them,” he said.

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Watching Dustin Maynes, 22
months, as he swings in front of the
television with his guitar in hand,
it's hard to imagine what his life
might have been like if he hadn’t
left Korea 1% years ago.

Terry and Bill Maynes of Canton
adopted him when he was 4 months
old. Now much of their life is cen-
tered on documenting the changes
he makes as he grows — first
words, endearing expressions and
most recently a group of papers
that prove his new citizenship.

There was no pomp and definite-
ly no ceremony when he became a
citizen. :

THE MAYNESES walked into a
building near the Blue Water
Bridge in Port Huron recently, sat
down and shortly it was over. Their
son had become an American citi-
zen.

“We went into the office and
signed three things and that was
it,” Terry Maynes said.

“He didn't even have to know the
names of seven presidents,” she
said.

The tot had learned four presi-
dents’ names just for the occasion,
she said jokingly.

_people

MARRIED NEARLY 10 years,
the Mayneses had gone through a
roster of fertility tests before one
doctor suggested trying in vitro
fertilization, they said.

“And the percentages aren't
good for that,” Bill Maynes said.

They turned to the Americans
for International Aid and Adoption,
and in December 1987 a social
worker started to visit. By August
1988 the social worker showed the
couple, who lived in Redford Town-
ship at the time, three pictures of
Dustin.

“When Terry saw them it was all

DUSTIN ARRIVED in the Unit-
ed States on the Mayneses’ ninth
wedding anniversary. Unlike the
day he became a citizen, this
moment was filled with emotion,
excitement and hoopla that includ-
ed grandpas, grandmas and good
friends.

Terry Maynes was worried she
wouldn’t recognize Dustin, because
he was one of two babies who were

coming from Korea that day, she -

said. And she expected the infant to
have changed a lot since the pic-
tures were taken.

But when Dustin was carried off
the plane, Bill Maynes said, his
wife almost knocked him down to
get to the baby.

His chaperone described the boy
as a “mover and a shaker, crying
the whole time,” Terry Maynes
said. He had been crying and fuss-
ing the entire plane trip, she said.

Dustin’s face was tear-streaked
when they first saw him.

“Then he got into her arms, held
on and fell asleep,” according to
Bill Maynes, who is in partnership
with his father at Staman Insur-
ance Agency.

ALL THEY know about Dustin’s
natural parents is that his mother
was single and left him in the hos-
pital after he was delivered.

The Mayneses paid $6,250, along
with other miscellaneous fees, to

tape of Raffi, a famed children's
entertainer.

“l1 have to stop and think and
look at him and think he’s Korean,”
Terry Maynes said.

Couple opens home to Korean child

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer
The Maynes family, Bill, Dustin and Terry, take a family photo.

Man to stand trial in fatal hit- and-run

By Diane Gale \
staff writer

The Westland man charged with a

Judge James Garber ruled that LeFler
will remain free on a $5,000 personal
bond until an arraignment March 23 in
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By M.B. Dillon
stalt writer

The owner of the Mayflower Meet-
ing House is petitioning the Plym-
outh board of review for a 50-per-
cent tax reduction because of under-
ground contamination at the site.

The Meeting House, which has
first-floor office space and a second-
floor ‘banquet facility, is taxed
$24,000 a year.

With the exception of Speedy
Printing, all of Ralph Lorenz’
tenants have moved from the build-
ing because of fuel oil fumes in the
building.

The corner of Ann Arbor Trail and
Main Streci has been on a state De-
partment of Natural Resources list
of contaminated sites since 1979.

For years, fuel oil and gasoline
seeped into groundwater and soil
from-underground storage tanks at
the Amoco service station there.

The Meeting House is generating
limited income, he said. The upstairs
ballroom is rented out about three
times a week. And Amoco is paying
access fees of about $5,000, he said.

Recently, Lorenz spent about

§70,000 refurbishing the ballroom.
“To keep pace with the competition,
we brought it up to date,” said
Lorenz. “You can’t let it deteriorate.
Look at Washington Boulevard
downtown. Does that look nice?”

“I talked with the director from
Wayne County, and they have not
had any experience with it either”
Way said. “There are no other prop-
erties like this we're aware of in
Wayne County.” Unisys, which owns
contaminated vacant property in
Plymouth Township, hasn’t asked for
a tax break, according to Plymouth
Township officials.

“What I did this year was to adjust
the assessment so there would be no
increase from last year, because I
was aware they had a problem,” said
Way. “The property does have some
income. Of course you lose any in-
creases that you might normally
r:ggeﬁe. so I can understand there
wauid be some loss to the taxpayer.”

The three board of review mem-
bers “use their good judgment,” said
Way. “They review comparable
properties, they review the informa-
tion and the comments made by each

Diabetic made the

By M.B. Dilion
staff writer

Randy Henson of Plymouth knew
he was going to die a premature
death, but it didn’t stop him from en-
joying life to the fullest. He and his
family saw to that.

Henson, 30, died March 7 of juve-
nile diabetes in Detroit. He was born
Dec. 12, 1959 in Ypsilanti.

He was employed by Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools as a
warehouse custodian

“He was just a 30-year-old, young
ambitious boy. At the age of 12 he
became a juvenile diabetic, and he
dealt with that for 18 years and nev-
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er complained,” said his sister, San-
dra Youmans of Belleville."Towards
the end he had an amputation of his
leg.”

When his health deteriorated and a
transplant became necessary, Hen-
son’s mother came forward.

“My mother dong#etd one of her
kidneys to give him extra life. The
transplant took really well,” said
Youmans. “He had the donated kid-
ney for two years. It was the great-
est gift a mother could give to her
son.

&K Monday Mareh 12, 1986 - -

Mayflower owner seeks tax break

person who attends the board of re-
view, and they also look at the writ-
ten statements they've made.

“At a-public meeting, the three
will discuss the matter. We have a
lot of special use properties. This
one will be given every considera-
tion.”

Lorenz will have an answer by the
end of the month, Way said.

According to the Michigan Tax
Tribunal, there is precedent involv-
ing the assessment of contaminated
property.

Community Consultants, Inc. of
Monroe County, owner of a 34-acre

office/residential site polluted with

cyanide, PCBs and lead, was found
in 1985 to be of “nominal value for
ad valorem property tax purposes,”
said Barb Grissom, executive secre-
tary for the tax tribunal.

Taxes were set aside, and tax bills
for the previous year were refunded.

GLENN SHAW, assessor for sev-
eral communities in western Wayne
County, said ‘“what you have to
determine is if there's detriment to
the market value.

“If that happens to be the case and
he has difficulty marketing it be-

most of short life

“He loved the outdoors,” she add-
ed. “He loved hunting, fishing and
trapping. He really enjoyed the out-
door life.”

When physical activity became
too much for him, Youmans taught
her brother to cross-stitch.

“He got to the point where he
couldn’t do much anymore,” she
said. “] taught him cross-stitching
and he became better at it than me.
He made beautiful pjeces he shared
with family and friends.”

Eventually, the disease robbed

Area man to stand trial
iIn woman’s auto death

Continued from Page 1

was walking north on Michigan Ave-
nue crossing the street from the
Speedway gas station at Lotz Road.

Two men, who testified against
LeFler on Friday, were behind
LeFler's truck a couple of car
lengths. Both men said they believed
LeFler was traveling the speed lim-
it

Before Garber sent the case to
Circuit Court he said that weather
conditions warranted slower driving.

The witnesses said they followed
LeFler into the parking lot of Ruby’s
Produce on Michigan Avenue and
asked LeFler if he saw the woman
lying on the side of the road.

Both witnesses said LeFler told
them that he hit Scarlett.

They also said they saw blood and
considerable damage on the truck.

They said that all three men re-
turned to the accident scene and saw
that another vehicle had struck Scar-
lett. That driver stopped and report-
ed the incident to police.

The three men returned to the
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truck and towed it to a junk yard in
New Boston.

Canton police Detective Keith La-
zar said he received information late
last year that one of the witnesses
was willing to talk about the case,
because he couldn't live with the
guilt anymore.

The charges against LeFler are
negligent homicide, a misdemeanor
that carries a maximum, two-year
prison sentence. Leaving the scene
of a fatal accident is a felony that
also carries a maximum two-year
prison sentence.
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cause he can't get financing, he has
to lower the price, and that will re-
flect on the marketplace. Obviously,
it is not like a piece of property that
doesn’t have the contamination.”

THE FINANCING OF contami-
nated property “is becoming a big-
ger and bigger issue,” said Michael
Weaver, vice president/loan admin-
istration for First of America Bank
in Plymouth.

“If someone came to us and was
requesting a loan and we had reason
to believe after inspection that the
property may be contaminated, we
would not approve a loan until we
were 100-percent sure it was cleaned
up,” Weaver said. “It's not some-
thing we’'d want to mess with at all
The liability is too large.”

Comerica Bank learned that les-
son the hard way, added Weaver.

After acquiring Dearborn Bank
and Trust, Comerica learned that a
portion of the property was contami-
nated.

“In essence, they became respon-
sible .to clean up that property. It
held up the entire matter for more
than a year until they could deter-
mine what the clean-up would cost.

Henson of his eyesight. But even
then he didn't complain, his sister
said.

“He never married or had chil-
dren, but he cherished his best
friends. He had some real good
friends. He had a little pet, a dachs-
hund named Buffy. He loved that
dog. They were just inseparable.”

Henson became an invalid, and
“after a while he didn’t have things
to fulfill his day," said Youmans.

“He was a very good person. He
enjoyed life and he kind of got
shortchanged.”

Henson graduated in 1978 from
Plymouth Salem High School. In ad-
dition to Youmans, he is survived by
his parents Waymon and Joan Hen-
son of Plymouth; sister Susan Butzin
of Ypsilanti; grandparents Earl and
Eleanor Buchner of Canton and Iva
Henson of Tennessee; nephew Jason
Youmans and niece Jessica Butzin.

Funeral services were March 10
at the Schrader Funeral Home. Buri-

al was in Riverside Cemetery in

Skaters warned

about photographer

By Joe Bauman
staff writer

Livonia parks and recreation of-
ficials are cautioning staff and par-
ents that an unidentified man has
been visiting area ice rinks in an
attempt to photograph young girls.

Parks director Ron Reinke said
letters were sent out to all parents
with children enrolled in the city’'s
figure skating program after the
police department informed him of
the suspicious man

“We have had no contact with
the person at any Livonia facility,”
Reinke said. “But we wanted both
the staff and parents to know about
the person ahead of time in case he
should show up and try to take pic-
tures.”

The man has approached young
girls in at least two cities and
asked them to pose for photo-
graphs.

He is described as 40 years old,
white, and approximately 6 feet
tall and 160 pounds, with thinning
gray hair and bad teeth. In some
instances he has used the name
“Phil" while talking to children.

POLICE IN Wayne and West-
land have confirmed incidents at
their arenas, and a Westland police
investigator said she has received
reports of sightings in a handful of
other communities

There also was an unconfirmed
report that the person had been
seen in and around the Redford civ-
ic arena, although police have no
formal report of the incident.

“It is our understanding that this
guy has been showing up all over
the state,” Westland officer Laura
Moore said. “To our knowledge he
hasn't done anything illegal .but he
certainly isn't welcome at the
arenas.”

On at least one occasion the man
asked young girls to change into
leotards that he brought with him
so he could take their pictures, she
said

WESTLAND POLICE notified
the city's recreation department
about the man in mid-February af-
ter receiving information from

Wayne Police that he was identi-
fied in that community.

“We wanted the staff to know
ahead of time so they would know
how to handle the
Moore said

The man visited the Westland |

municipal ice arena in late Febru-
ary and asked a group of young fig-
ure skaters to gather as a group so
he could take a picture of them-for
his daughter, the officer said

Rink officials, already alerted by
police, instead called police but the
man left before officers arrived

“We don't believe the man has a
young daughter,” Moore said. “He
seems to use a different story at
each arena.”’

REINKE DECIDED to send let- |

ters to parents as an added safety
precaution, he said

“Please warn your children to
avoid strangers and to report any

attempts or suggestions to be pho- |

tographed to you, the skating in-
structors, any arena employee or
the police immediately,” the letter
said in part

‘“‘He {the man in question) has at- '

tempted to photograph young girls
in leotards in unused or remote
areas of the arenas."”

The letter wasn't intended to
panic parents but to reinforce the
need to talk with their children
about personal safety, Reinke said

“We haven't had a problem but
we wanted to act ahead of time in
case there is a problem.”

LIVONIA POLICE Lt. Michael
Murray said his department is
aware of the situation but has had
no complaints from city residents

“Qur recommendation is that if
the person does appear at an arena
that he immediately be asked to
leave. If he comes back, or if he is
causing any problem whatsoever
then he can be arrested for
trespassing or loitering.”

There is nothing illegal about
taking photographs of children in a
public place, Murray said. Still, he
urged anyone who comes in contact
with tThé man to notify police im-
mediately

situation,” |

Plymouth

Memorial contributions may be -
given to the American Diabetes As
sociation.
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Auni Shah, 9, Shreya Shah, 10 and Nisha Shah, 11, perform an East Indian dance while some
of their older friends look on. "

Manisha Patel
and Adarsh Pan-
dit concentrate
on their dance
performance.

East Inians set Holi Festival

By Diane Gale
staff writer

While the Irish are honoring St
Patrick March 17 in downtown De-
troit, East Indians will be dancing
and singing in Lincoln Park for the
annual Holi Festival

The gala event celebrating the
birth of God gives children a taste
of their parents’ homeland, accord-
ing to Daksha Pandit, a native East
Indian who now lives in Canton

“My boys always say I have to
wear something green for school
on St. PatricK's Day,” said Pandit
referring to her sons, Adrsh and
Manthan.

Coincidentally green (along with
red) is a prominent Indian festival
color. Recognizing the two holidays
is another example of the mingling
of the American and Indian cul-
tures.

MORE EAST Indian natives live
in Canton than any other Wayne
County community

The most recent statistics from
the U.S. Census Bureau say that in
1980 660 East Indians lived in Can-
ton. Pandit estimated that 400
families, more than 1,000 East In-
dians, live in Canton today.

The festival, which annually oc-
curs on different days in March
and April since India uses a lunar
calendar, is sponsored by the Gu-
jarati (a community in India)
Samaj (group) of which Pandit is a
member.

“They're trying ‘to keep the cul-
ture and to teach the children the
culture,” said Pandit. 39.

She describes the festival as
more like the Fourth of July than

Christmas
The festival, which has been cel-
ebrated locally since the late

1970s, involves 10 to 15 activities
including folk dances, songs and
drama, which are usually per-
formed by children. This year it
will be held in the Lincoln Park
High School.

“I'm really proud of it that after
all these years we're still doing the
festival and teaching the children ™
said Pandit, who heads PR Interna-
tional, a public relations and mar-
keting firm

ADULTS LOOK forward to the
festival, too, she said, because it's a
good opportunity to get together
with friends.

“When you're so far away from
your family you want friends near-
by, because they become family,"
said Pandit who came to the Unit-
ed States in 1971 after she married
her husband, Divyang, through an
arranged marriage.

Canton became a popular place
for East Indians to locate, she said,
because it was a growing commu-
nity.

“Our children are young and we
wanted someone (friends) close to
us,” she said.

A Gujarati language course is
taught at Miller Elementary
School in Canton to help bridge the
gap between the Indian and Ameri-
can cultures.

“It's for children who are born
here and their parents want them
to keep and learn the language so
that when they get a letter from

their grandparents they can read
it," Pandit said

An East Indian youth group for
teens 13 to 18 years old meet
monthly with various agendas that
include community activities, such
as working with the Salvation
Army or visiting hospital patients.

“They're so vibrant and so ener-
getic,” said Pandit adding that she
admires East Indian- youngsters
who deal with combining the two
cultures,

MANISHA PATEL, president of
the Canton youth group, said the
teens like to meet with the parents
during a 'Bridge the Gap' meeting
to talk about the cultural differenc-
es in dating, drinking alcohol and
eating meat.

“We focused on how our parents
treat us in certain situations and
we're learning to understand their
point of view,” Patel said.

The cultures at school and home
are worlds apart, Pandit said.

“It’s like a tug-of-war,” 'she said.
“We haven't gone through it our-
selves, so we don't understand.
That's the problem we have. We
are pulling them on one side and
the American culture is pulling
them on another. We like the
American people and the culture.
The way we grew up is not the

East Indian baby boomers, who
now live in the United States usual-
ly were not allowed to date.

Drinking alcohol and eating most
meat is banned in many parts of
India.

“Cow is a sacred animal and you
cannot eat it,” said Pandit.

Life skills curriculum
faces detailed review

By Leonard Poger
staff writer

A review committee will find out
that there's a lot more cooking, edu-
cationally, in the Wayne-Westland
school district’s life skills/home eco-
nomics classes.

The main reason is that the tradi-
tional home economics classes of the
previous generation, which focused
on girls taking sewing and cooking,
are long gone.

Now the district, which serves
southeast Canton, calls the curricu-
lum “life skills” and offers a variety
of consumer education, parenting,
nutrition, and health classes.

The committee of outside educa-
tors will be in the district this week
for 1% days take a detailed look at
the program as part of a Michigan
Department of Education peer re-
view program

It will be the first time that the
life skills program has had an inde-
pendent review and is the first seg-
ment of a district curriculum to
have a detailed inspection, said Nan-
cy Davis, the district’s life skills
coordinator and John Glenn High
School department head.

Eight educators from the Michi-
gan Department of Education, uni-
versities, and other districts are
scheduled to visit the district’s two
senior highs and four junior highs to
evaluate the program and needs and
learn what local staff members have
developed as action plans.

Davis is coordinating the details of

Wayne-
Westland
School
District

The district serves southeast
_ €anton

the upcoming visit.

The program, called a peer re-
view, is done voluntarily by the dis-
trict under the direction of the state
education department.

Davis, who heads the 13 life skills
teachers in the district, stressed in a
telephone interview that the current
curriculum is planned to meet the
needs of today's students.

IT'S A far cry from the stereotypi-
cal view of the previous home eco-
nomics classes that emphasized sew-
ing and cooking.

The district’s life skills covers 13
topics, including consumer educa-
tion, health, nutrition, parenting, and
social issues like divorce and veneral

The life skills program is the only
part of the curriculum to have a
complete peer review, Davis said.

The review group will spend

Thursday afternoon and the entire
following day, Friday, visiting lecal
secondary schools and discussing the
current and planned programs with
local administrators and teachers.

At the end of the review, the com-
mittee will provide a preliminary re-
port to the staff and administration.

While the committee’s recommen-
dations and findings are binding,
they are important and helpful to the
Wayne-Westland district in develop-
ing future changes, Davis said.

THE PEER review is handled for
the state by the consumer home eco-
nomics standards project, based at
Michigan State University.

The state board of tion set
the curriculum and program stand-
ards in mid-1984 with the standards
project staff working with public
schools to evaluate their own pro-
grams.

Since then, more than 300 schools
have taken part in the review pro-
gram.

The final segment of the evalua-
tion is development of an action plan
for helping schools meet the review

7:45 the next morning.

2 convicted in mall shoot-out

staff writer

group of young adults last Sept. 13.

parently passed through the crowd.
Murray said Hall was on proba-
tion for carrying a concealed weap-
on at the time of the shooting ingi-
dent.
Murray likened the incident to a
“gang fight.”
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O&E Monday, March 12, 1990

Students ages 13-18 are invited
{ to participate in the Observer &
}'EcmtricNequpen'ElnhDay
1990 writing contest.
Theme is “What Will the Earth
Be Like 20 Years From Now.”
Those entering the contest
should submit an original essay of
no more than 500 words. Essays
must be received in the O&E's
Livonia headquarters no later than
5 p.m. Friday, March 30.

First, second and third place

Earth Day, April 22, 1970, was
the symbolic start of the nation's
environmental movement.

On that date, thousands of Amer-

"icans attended peaceful environ-
mental demonstrations in numer-
ous cities — including Washington,
D.C.

Though the nation’s smoky skies
and murky waterways had long

' | been a concern, the highly visible
+-show of public concern was credit-

{ ed with forcing Congress to act on

l air and water issues.

Enter essay contest

prizes will be awarded in two age
categories — 13-15 and 18-18. First
prize is a $50 US. Savings Bond,
second prize is a $25 bond and third
prize is $15.cash. The top three
winners will also receive an Earth
Day beach ball.

The six winning essays will be
published in the O&E on Thursday,
April 19. A picture of the winners
along with a short story about
them will appear along with the es-
says.

Earth Day sparked U.S.

The results were immediate. The
US. Environmental Protection
Agency, the nation's chief watch-
dog on environmental issues, was
established in December of that
year. Within the next few months,
massive clean air and water legis-
lation was also enacted.

Now, as Earth Day 20 approach-
es, the nation is faced with another
environmental crisis. Though ma-
jor strides have been made in curb-
ing factory and automotive con-
tamination, pollution still exists.

Essays should be mailed or de-
livered to: Earth Day Writing Con-
test, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
Mich. 48150.

O&E reporters and editors will
select the winners.

movement

A new clean air bill has come un-
der attack from many environmen-
tal groups for being too lenient to
polluters.

Beyond that, there are new envi-
ronmental issues, including dam-
age to the earth's protective ozone
layer, global warming and destruc-
tion of the Brazilian rain forests,
that weren't even considerations 20
years ago.

It is those issues that point the
way to Earth Day 20.

Y set to spring into action

The Wayne-Westland Family Y is
; offering a variety of programs for
. all ages.

!~ The spring programs are for the
“March 5-April 28 Most will
be at the Y facilities on Wayne Road
just south of Cherry Hill.

. A special event for the organiza-
tion, whose service area includes

. Canton Township and Garden City, is
a health fair scheduled for 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Saturday, April 28,

While the center will be closed for

. most the Easter week of
April 13-20, the Y will sponsor an
Easter week day camp. Planned are
swimming, games, crafts, cooking,
gymnastics, floor games, fitness ex-
ercises and outdoor activities.

. The day camp will be 9 am. to 4
p.m., with a charge of $10.50 a day
for Y members and $12.50 for pro-
gram members.

IN THE sports world, the Y will

* again sponsor soccer leagues for
» youngsters 5 to 9 years of age, and

. T-ball and softball leagues for those

- between 5 and 13.

soccer field on Wayne Road near
Cherry Hill, or Corrado Park in the
Merriman-Ann Arbor Trail area.
Fee is $18 for Y members and $32
for program members.

T-ball and softball registration
will be next month. Deadline is May
2. A T-ball junior league is for those
5 and 6 years old; a senior league for
those 7 and 8 years old; and a youth
softball league for those 9 to 13
years old.

A KODAKAN Judo program wiil
be in the Y's barn for boys and girls
7 and older and adults. Classes will
start the beginning of each month in
March, April and May. Fee is $10 for
Y members and $20 for program
members.

Classes are scheduled 6-7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays and Fridays.

A karate instruction class for
those 4 to 7, youths and adults will
be Tuesdays and Thursdays. New
classes will start the beginning of
each month.

THE Y will again sponsor a varie-
ty of swim instruction classes for all

GYMNASTICS LESSONS are
planned for preschoolers and school-
age youngsters.

The Y also offers day care service,
art lessons, driver education classes,
a stop smoking clinic, a weight loss
class and quilting lessons.

Complete program listings and in-
formation on fees are available at
the Y office, 827 S. Wayne Road, or
by calling 721-7044.

Officals plan retirement

By Tedd Schneider
staff writer

Some familiar faces will be miss-
ing when Wayne-Westland students
return to school next fall.

A handful of retirements have
been announced in recent weeks.
And Feb. 28 the school board ap-
proved a proposal from Superintend-
ent Dennis O'Neill to lay off 14 ad-
ministrators in June to help ease a
projected $5 million to $7 million
budget deficit. -

The cost-cutting measures were
made necessary by the failure of
three tax proposals in a Feb. 8 spe-
cial election, according to school of-
ficials.

Announcement of teacher and pro-
gram cuts is expected by mid-
March

The Wayne-Westland district
serves southeast Canton.

Among the more visible people re-
tiring at the end of the year are Wil-
liam Harvey, associate superintend-
ent for instruction and planning, and
two elementary principals, Timothy
Baxter from Hamilton and Law-
rence Williams at Walker.

Harvey said his decision to step
down was made for personal rea-
sons.

“THE ELECTION (and subse-
quent cutbacks) really had no big ef-
fect on my decision,” Harvey said.
“I've been contemplating it for some
time for health and personal rea-
sons."”

But Harvey said that had he
stayed on next year he almost cer-
tainly would have had to take on ad-
ditional job duties because of the
cuts. That played a part in his deci-
sion, he said.

Harvey, 52, has spent more than
three decades in education, rising
through the ranks from social stud-
ies teacher to superintendent of the
now-defunct Cherry Hills school dis-
trict in Inkster.

When that district was consolidat-
ed into the Wayne-Westland Commu-
nity Schools in 1984, Harvey as-
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serves southeas!
serves souineds

sumed his current job.

Shortly after he made the transi-
tion Harvey told the Observer he had
“mixed feelings!’ about his new job
and said he sometimes missed his
close relationship with students, par-
ents and staff in the small (2,200 stu-
dents at the time of the merger)
Cherry Hill district.

But ‘lookimgaback on his mid-ea-
reer switch Harvey said it couldn’t
have gone better. "l feel comfort-
able, welcome here and really 1 al-
ways have felt that way,” he said.

OF HIS accomplishments since
coming to Wayne-Westland, Harvey
said he is takes particular pride in
placing computers in district class-
rooms. He credited a $12.9 million
bond issue passed by voters in Janu-

ary 1988 with helping get the com-
puter program off the ground.

“That's the education technology
for the next century and it feels good
to have played a part in that” he
said

Although bhe's glad to be leaving
the long hours behind, Harvey said
he would try to find a way to be in-
volved in education on a part-time
basis. Retirement will also give him
more time for volunteer work, par-
ticipation on the board of his con-
dominium complex, and golf, he
said

‘I'll have some more time to trav-
el and be with my family,” he said

Williams, like Harvey a former
Cherry Hill administrator, said he
would miss his elementary students
the most. He also said leaving his
staff at Walker would be difficult

“I won't miss all the paperwork
and all the other stuff” Williams
said. “This job is all about the kids
and that's what I'll miss.”

Williams, 52, has been Walker
principal for four years. He began
his teaching career in Ohio before
moving to the Cherry Hill district in
1962

Prior to taking over at Walker he
was principal at Hix School for 15
years
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Study: Toxic
waste rarely

By Wayne Peal
staft writer

Toxic waste isn't a Rouge River
problem during most times of the
year, according Lo a surprising new
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources study

The DNR study, announced
Thursday. found no traces of toxic
waste in the river during dry times
It indicated toxic waste only be-
came a problem during heavy rain-
fall or winter thaw

“Without rain, there appears to
be no toxicity problem,” DNR spe-
cialist Margaret Fields said.

The study examined water quali-
ty samples taken at various Rouge
sites at four different times last
year

STUDY FINDINGS aren't con-
sidered an indication the Rouge is
now safe for swimming, fishing or
boating — or that the $900 million
Rouge area sewer construction
program is unnecessary

Instead, Fields said, it indicates
river use could begin without mas-
sive dredging of the river's bottom.

The study will be discussed at
length during a June 20 meeting of
the multi-community. Rouge River
Basin Committee

Basin committee members,
meeting Thursday, wanted more
information on the study, they said.
The study’s results could be mis-
leading, at least one member said.

“PEOPLE SHOULDN'T get the
wrong idea, there are still sub-
stances in the river that shouldn’t
come into contact with human
skin,” said Jim Murray, Wayne
County public works director

Additional sampling might also
be conducted. .

“There was a feeling that data
was limited,” Fields said.

Study findings were considered
somewhat surprising because of
the large amount of industrial
waste believed present in Rouge
River sediment.

It is believed rainfall stirs up

‘Rouge problem

toxic sediment on the river bottom,
but Fields said the study indicated
human waste was a worse pollution
problem

“What this indicates is that in-
dustry isn't the problem,” Fields
said

OUTMODED COMBINED sewer
overflows dump human waste into
the river as they back up during
rainy periods.

Storm water runoff and other
non-point pollution are also consid-
ered problems

Toward that end, the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG) has commissioned a
study to document the extent of
water runoff pollution in the
Rouge.

Special attention will be given to
chemicals used in lawn, golf course
and cemetery maintenance, as well
as to coal, scrap iron and automo-
tive storage areas, SEMCOG
spokesman Ted Starbuck said.

In addition, the study seeks to
evaluate the effectiveness of wet-
lands as storm water retention
areas

SEMCOG seeks to tap $1.2 mil-
lion in federal Enviromantal Pro-
tection Agency grant money avail-
able for Michigan projects. At this
point, it isn't certain whether indi-
vidual communities will be asked
to come up with matching grants.

DESPITE THE overall findings,
the study indicated some areas of
the Rouge may have an ongoing
problem with toxic substances,

Heavy fish kills were found in
the two areas — one in Southfield,
the other near Livonia — but no
proof was found that the fish died
from toxic chemicals.

A 100-percent fish kill was
recorded in the Evans Creek area,
north of Eight Mile in Southfield.
One-third of the fish died in an area
of the river near Warren Road (on
the border of Detroit and Dearborn
Heights), just east of Livonia and
Garden City and south of Redford.
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By Wayne Peal
staff writer

In a less sophisticated — per-
haps more friendly — world, neigh-
bors would settle differences over
their back fence

Today, they usually take them to
court

As court dockets swell, several
Detroit area organizations seek a
return to old ways by bringing
warring parties together, face-to-
face, to resolve disputes voluntari-
ly

‘The key is to help people settle
their own disputes,” said Jeff Man-
sour, program director of the De-

Mediation is a good idea, area le-
gal professionals said, but it isn’t ap-
propriate in all cases.

‘Because of its nature, mediation
can be effective in cases where it's
not important to establish who is at
fault,” said attorney Charles Gal-

Association. ‘But, if finding fault is
what you need to do, then it would be
better to go to court, or at least to
arbitration.”

Area judges also gave mediation a
limited endorsement.

“If it's a case where one neigh-
bor’s child has hit another neighbor’s
child in the head with a baseball,
then mediation can be effective,”
said Judge Gail McKnight of 18th
District Court, Westland. “Trials in
cases like that can hurt a neighbor-

lagher, president of the Livonia Bar .

Mediation

troit Neighborhood Reconciliation
Center,

“We don't act as judges and we
don't act as arbitrators. We don't
determine who's right or wrong but
we do help both parties reach a set-
tlement.”

Mediation between hostile neigh-
bors produces fa<ter more satisfy-
ing results, while freeing over-
worked judges to deal with more
serious problems, the agencies
said

It's neighbor helping neighbor
officials said, as volunteer media-
tors — most without legal exper:i-
ence — help settle disputes

“IT'S A three-step process,” said
Juanita McMullin, who coordinates
the Detroit Human Rights Depart-
ment mediation program

First, opposing parties meet sep-
arately with the mediator Then,
they discuss differences face-to-
face before entering the final phase

drawing up a voluntary agree-
ment 1o settle their dispute

It's easy
McMullin' said

Some cases, such as dog bites
parking disputes, overgrown trees
or poorly aimed garden hoses do
seem simple enough. In reality,
mediators must often display the

al least on paper,

hood. Often, harsh words said in . county circuit court, but rarely are

court make it very difficult for ei-
ther party to go back to the neigh-
borhood.”

Mediation is more risky,
McKnight said, in cases involving
money.

“IF"ONE side says the item in dis-
pute is worth $10,000 and the other 2
cents, then there's a big difference
that mediation might not be able to
solve," she said. “And while media-
tion doesn't cost as much as a tnal,
there is a cost involved in having
lawyers prepare papers. That little
meter is still ticking.”

Cases from all area district courts
can be sent to the Wayne County Me-
diation Tribunal, an affiliate of the

We just don't find any necessity
for mediation,” said Judge Robert
Brzezinski of the 16th District Court,
Livonia” “Though our docket is big a
lot of 1t is criminal cases and media-
tion wouldn't be applicable there."”

Judge John MacDonald of the 35th
District Court, Plymouth has sent
some cases to mediation panels in
Oakland County as well. Because the
35th judicial district includes North-
ville, a city that straddles the county
line, “five to six" court cases are an-
nually sent to Oakland mediation
panels. MacDonald said

“I THINK it can be an excellent
way to go but there really hasn’t
been much done with it here in west-

Programs seek alternative to court

wisdom of Solomon and the diplo-
macy of Henry Kissinger

“WE GET cases where there
have been threats,” McMullin said
‘The first step, meeting with the
mediator, is really a chance for
those involved to work out their
Jrustration and anger — to direct it
at the mediator instead of at each
other.”

Most parties generally live up to
the voluntary agreement, agency
officials said, even though the
agreements aren’t legally binding.

The Detroit Neighborhood Re-

Please turn to Page 8

Experts debate mediation’s use here

ern Wayne County,” he said. “Even
in our Oakland County portion, it
only involves a handful of cases.”

Still, there are those who believe
mediation's acceptance is inevitable.

“It's got to happen,” said Barry
Goldman, director of the city of De-
treit Human Rights Department,
which operates a mediation panel
for city residents. “Litigation costs
too much and takes too long.”

Goldman acknowledged, however,
that mediatioh has been a long time
coming in gaining acceptance as a
viable alternative to court.

“T've been telling my wife we're in
on the ground floor (with regard to
mediation),” Goldman said. “Bat it
seems like we've been in on the
ground floor for awhile."”
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