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small airplanesin he skies over
federal official was to continue examining the wreckage of each

Crash won’t be concern i

By Diane Gale -
staff writer

A mid-air accident that killed
three pilots Monday shakes up an al-
ready controversial issue about
whether Canton should buy Mettetal
Airport.

However, township officials say
safety hasn't been a big concern and
the question centers around how
much township money will be used

“SAFETY HASN'T been an issue
and it still isn't,” said Dan Cala-
brese, Canton administration assist-
ant and chairman of a committee

g the airport.

“It's beyond dispute that crashes

.are rare,” Calabrese said.

® A recommendation from the study
committee to the board of trustees is
due Aug. 1.

[ The accident

above a field southwest of Beck

-By M.B. Dilion
staff writer

western Plymouth Township. A

Road and M-14. Charles Nix was tak-
ing advanced flight instructions
from Robert Gunn. He was flying a
single engine Cherokee owned by a
club that operates out of Mettetal,
according to Lou Maitland, aircraft
owner, mechanic and pilot. Daniel
Starr, 34, was flying alone in a twin-
engine Piper Aerostar.

Between 150 and 200 planes fly in
and out of Mettetal daily
for about 51,500 flights annually, ac-

Oraing 1o STy HEIINMOAUED 0
along with his wife, Susan, own the
general operations of the airport.
About one-third of the flights are in-
structional, he said.

don't use a control tower where
someone directs pilots. “It's all done
by the pilots,” said Larry Butske, a
former Mettetal employee.

The Cherokee was “climbing out
at about 30 mph;” Butske said. And

The Piper likely was traveling so

Miller, who had just flown home the night
before from Florida, thought a plane

Todd Miller, 21, was sleeping in his upstairs
bedroom shortly after 9 a.m. Monday when “I
heard something hit the roof. It was so loud it

. woke me up and shook the whole house.

“I could hear something moving on the roof.

shifting. My first reac-

tion was to get out of the house.”

rial Road, be said.

the crash see page 3A.

Officials probe deadly mid-air plan

sible

%

pOS

might
have crashed into the house off North Territo-
"Iwm'tmemtut(:anmmun‘

“I threw some clothes on and ran outside. I
saw a hole in the roof in the back of the house.
n-uwmmnmmmwu
Youcouldadlypﬂnhmnwu”

plane.”

Canton r Tom Yack said
the accident “would not unduly color
my opinion on” whether the town-

—PHOTS FLYING out of Metietal - ship buys the airport that opened in

1939.

The accident, however, “under-
lines community concerns” about
potential hazards caused by the air-

“The reality of the situation is that

people die ob exp
every day. It's a fact of life. When

much faster than the Cherokee that
maybethere was-abug splotch on
the window and he didn't notice the

MILLER THEN saw the remains of a twin-
engine Piper Aerostar plane that had no-

gled roof and entered the attic, where it landed
on insulation.

"ltdldn‘tmcthgmdnhrwl.htn'-

Witness: crash like
seeing a war movie

people are involved with transporta-
ion t} jeaths.”

The chances of a plane crashing
into people are miniscule, according
to Larry McCartney, Federal Avia-
tion Administration operations su-

pervisor

“It's probably a lot safer than
standing on the side of the road with
automobiles going by,” said McCart-
ney.

IN FACT, for every 100,000 hours
of pilots flying there were .077 acci-

-involving planes-hitting build—
ings or residences, according to the

- Check bag from plane crashes through roof

€ Suburben Communications Corporation. All Rights Reserved

e crash

More pictures, 3A

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The M-14 freeway is a more likely
place to die.

That’s because every day at 60-70
mph, drivers pass and switch lanes
just yards from one another between
Beck and Ridge roads.

But Monday, just a few hundred
yards south of M-14, the only two
aircraft on the horizon collided in
the sky, killing three men.

“Big sky — little airplanes,” said
National Transportation Safety
Board investigator Gene Doub.
of Cedar Springs; Robert Gunn, 65,
of Livonia; and Charles Nix, 55, of
Detroit.

THE COLLISION occurred at 9:35

* a.m. just south of M-14 and west of

Beck. While the main wreckage of
each airplane was separated by sev-
eral hundred yards, debris from the
crash was scattered over a two-mile
area from Hilltop Golf Course at
Powell and Beck roads to Gotfred-
son. Road in Salem Township, said
Plymouth Township Officer David
Hayes. =

Deputy Chief Chip Snider said no
one on the ground was injured from
falling debris.

Officials investigating the crash
declined to spe

‘In a mid-air collision,
explain why the pilot of-
the striking airplane *
_struck theother
airplane.’
: — Gene Doub
National Transportation
Safety Board investigator

tal Airport operations manager, said
Gunn and Nix weren’t flying “at a
set altitude. It could have been any-
where from 1,000 to 3,000 feet.”

to several witnesses who saw at
least one aircraft trailing smoke af-
ter the collision. Neither aircraft
was on fire when township police ar-
rived about three minutes after the
crash, Snider said.

“Two bodies were found in the
wooded area in the field south of M-
14, Hayes said. The bodies were
identified as Gunn, an instructor on a
training flight, and Nix, an experi-
enced pilot taking instruction. Their
aircraft, a single engine Piper Cher-
okee, had taken off from Mettetal

in Canton.

Doub said the two men were
thrown from the aircrdft after the
impact.

ate on the altitude  STARR, PILOTING a Federal Ar-

of the two when the collision
occurred. Ashley Heimbaugh, Mette-

Please turn to Page 4

airport purchase

Aircrafts Owners and Pilots Associa-
tion.

The FAA investigation of the
Plymouth Township crash is expect-
ed to take at least six months.

_“I don’t know if anyone knows why
it {accidents) happens,” McCartney
said.

The FAA doesn't keep figures on

= —where planes, involved in accidents,

are coming and going.

However, pilots at Mettetal said
the most recent fatality involving
the "airport was in 1967. The pilot
was killed during take-off on the air-

field.

Heimbaugh, Mettetal .
said he doesn't believe Mettetal Air-

port was involved in the accident
Monday.

“The aircraft had already made
its departure and that could have
been any airplane out of any other
airport,” he said. “It's like standing
between two skyscrapers and-in-

Please turn to Page 2

right above my parents’ bedroom. I'm lucky. It
was a little too close for me.”

Miller’s parents were out of town. He was
alone in the house.

CHECKS COVERED the roof and the entire
back and side yards, Miller said. .
“T've never seen 50 many checks. They were

Please turn to Page 4
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Young withess shaken by mid- air plane rsh

like an M-80 going off and my
wife saw the flash. It shook my
house, I know that.”

© Rose Van Hemel said she was
standing in her kitchen nearly ready
:?d:‘e‘" for work when the air out-
with ghicken feathers floating to the
ground. From her living room win-
dow, which faces M-14, Van Hemel
“saw the plane hit the ground and
splatter all over. I immediately ran
out. I dide’t-hear a loud noise —
that’s the part of it. It was like a big
boom. There were canceled checks
floating all over.”

@ John Van Hemel, whose bac
yard served as headquarters for the
coroner and for the media, said he
went to the site of the Aerostar
crash. “You couldn’t even recognize
@ body in there. It was terrible look-
ing.”

® Steve Woods was putting
cement down at a residence near
Ridge and Powell when “all of a sud-
den there was a big boom. It startled
me for a minute. I didn't know what

happened.”

® A woman who lives near the

‘appeared-to be thiek——raoh site and asked not to be named

said “debris was scattered all over.
We called 911 and couldn't get
through. The planes exploded when
they hit. We were all out in the fields
searching for the people.”

® Jennifer Dixon, 13, saw the
crash while sitting on her - front

Air safety won’t be
ISsue in airport sale

Continuodlromm
stead of lightning striking them it
strikes you. It's one in a million.”
Mudreduumy,annrportstudy
committee member, said her main
concern was the amount of tax mon-
ey that would be spent on Mettetal
“It (accidents) can happen and we
were all aware that it could,” she

houses,” said Murphy, a resident of
Pickwick subdivision, one-half mile
south of the airport.

w
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porch in the Plymouth Hills Trailer
Park. “They hit wing tips. Oneplane
blew up and the other one went
around in a circle. Then it was like
he decided he was going to kill him-
self. He just went down and hit.
There wasn’t any fire.” Jennifer’s
mother, Shannon, said her daughter
“turned stone white. She was shaking
like a leaf. She kept going, ‘Oh my
God, two planes hit.’ "

@ Shannon Dixon heard the crash,
but living so close to M-14 and hear-
ing tires pop so often, she figured
that was the cause. “It was just a
pop — it sounded more like a car
tire, not a trutk tire. I saw the big
plane coming down. The other plane
was in pieces already. It was like
seeing a war movie. The only thing
flying was debris from the second

Compiled by Diane Gale, Kevin
Brown and M.B. Dillon.

Jennifer (left) and Shannon Dixon describe the crash they
Hills Trailer Park.

heard from their home in Plymouth

RANDY BC

JRST/staMt photographer

‘

Rt @
A \.s
A -

) deci.
sion for me. I don’t want our tax
money going to an

“It’s lucky it didn’t happen over a
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Investigators comb area of crash

Onlookers line
road near site

HE MID-AIR collision
of two small airplanes
over western —

Plymouth Township on
Meonday killed three men

Daniel Starr, 34, of Cedar
Springs: Charles Nix, 45, of
Detroit; and Robert Gunn. 65
of Livonia were killed in the
9:35 a.m. collision just south of
M-14 and west of Beck Road

By late Tuesday, wreckage
of each airplane was to be
transported to a Mettetal
Airport hangar, where a
National Transportation Safety
Board officials planned to
reassemble each plane for

clues as to the ¢ dash undet

clear skies

As local police and Wavne
County Sherriff's Department
deputies seated off the area
onlookers lined North
Territorial Road apd traffic
slowed to around 25 mph along
M-14

By noon Monday, police
¢losed North Territorial to
through traffic between Beck
and Ridge roads, to keep
onlookers from jamming the
area. The road was opened by
mid-morning Tuesday

The investigation is expected
to be completed Fridayv. a
NTSB spokesman said
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between two

‘It’s like standing

7

skyscrapers and
instead of lightning
striking them it strikes -
you. It’'s one in a -
million.’ =)
—Ashley Heimbaugh =
Mettetal Airport. «
GUY WARREN/statf photographer E
Ashley Heimbaugh, Mettetal Airport operations chief, gesture_a E
toward the field where the aircraft flown by pilot Charles Nix .
came to rest. -
GUY WARREN/staff photographer
Plymouth Township firefighters scan the area near the wreckage of the plane flown by Daniel
Starr.
2 )/\
C O M F O R T };’f &2 :
: CASUALS v f
it ool " ;'."/’ ; V:. ‘ ; 2
= = X< o [ W The shoes to know . /
” v ﬁ,% are Wolft Traps =3
7 - ) ’
F: . " - by Van-Eii! S »
These g 25 ¢ n o »
canceled . S R sy Lightweight 4 =
v % T
+ % checks were — A - s = =
among 300,000 a5 flexible. with £ %
that were \ 7 } @
':zngg . shock absorbing i = 4
transpor y s e 1
spgibt Dsaoniel grooved rubber itk - Bl -8
arr. Some }
were :ic:;ter.d soles,. soft o
in a field near <
the crash site. = leathers. Sizes ¥ »
K3
ART EMANUELE/staff photographer
7-10AA, 5108 i
Above. Nubuc, |
-
7 kiltie fringe. <
Black/brown comba F 3
Below: Two-eyelet E P
s~ _
moccasin lie { A
N . Nubuc/leather B s
Brownitan %
& Each style $63.
' =
,‘, = %
S5 ._"
- ‘ &
. L )'g;.:-;‘ 3% j&, P2 ’ e
oy : é e e 3 );.( e
g o o L . ;
& J ] =2
S — 5 L WARREN e : - e
mmeanﬁ-hﬂMdi-ﬂum A : ,.,“.m-m.‘ gty ¢
Gl e g = £ 5 x Cen g
o % % PR e _,f;.- o e ST S




s

O&E  Thursday, July 26, 1960

Rare mid-air plane crash claims three lives

'
[ ]
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Continuwed from Page 1

mor Air Service plane, died inside his twin-

engine Piper Aerostar.

“All three were classified as multiple in-
jury accidental Whether it (death) occurred
while they were in the air or when they hit
the ground, I can't differentiate,” said a
spokesman for the Wayne County Medical

Examiner’s Office on Tuesday.

THE COCKPIT of the single engine plane
was empty. Officers found the mangled bod-
ies of Gunn and Nu about 40 yards apart,

for debris — said,
rare occurrence anytime.”

as Friday.

were “as clear as a bell"

about 200 yards frem their plane.

On the day after the ‘crash, Doub — his
blue coveralls stained with mud after
spending hours searching the alfalfa fields
“A mid-air collision is a

~In a mid-gir collision, you always have
to explain why the pilot of the striking air-
plane struck the other airplane,” he said —
adding this wouldn’t be known until the in-
vestigation is finished — possibly as early

The skies over rural Plymouth Township
when the two

small planes collided, said Helmbaugn,
“They were exactly where they were sup-
posed to be,” he said of Gunn and Nix, fly-
ing in the single engine Piper Cherokee. Nix
was training to earn an advanced license
for foul-weather and instrument flying.
“Both of them were professional pilots,
very experienced pilots,” Heimbaugh said.

LARRY MCCARTNEY,
tion Administration operations supervisor

that happening,” he said

at aboul the same fime,™
Mettetal Airport in Canton.

__He described the {win engine Piper
“twice as

a Federal Avia- Aerostar, piloted by Starr, as

fast” as the Piper Cherokee.

in Detroit, declined to speculate on why the

Thieves take guns, cameras,
VCR, cash from residence

Five handguns valued at more
thap $1,500 were reported stolen
from a Saltz Road house last week-
end, police said.

~The homeowner believed the
thieves got into the house through an
attached garage.

Two -cameras valued at $630; a
$400 watch; a blood glucose tester,
$100 cash; a video cassette recorder
and a telephone were also reported
stolen, police said.

WHOOQO DUNIT: Two cement
owls were reported stolen from the
front porch of a home on Franciscan
Court. The statues had not been bolt-
ed down, police said.

F==== COUPON = o o= w

1 “Shear-Delight" !

525-6333

WOULD YOU BUY
HALF AN UMBRELLA

OIWCOMPLETE CWWOMVW
The Protection You N
g:l‘us today:dcth your present poticy
For: Dusiness, Fire, Liabifty. Auto Workers Com-
pensation. Personal Auto, Homeowners. Life, Nealth
FIRST STATE INSURANCE
. N 459-3434

NEIGHBORHOOD FIGHT: Eight
people on Trails Court were standing
on two porches screaming at one an-
other last weekend, police said. Can-
ton officers broke-up the fight.

HOME BREAK-INS: A man's
ring, valued at $1,000, was stolen
from a house on Merimac last week-
end, police said.

A $300 microwave and $400 VCR
also were reported stolen. -

A -house on Joy Road netted
thieves a $150 ring; $200 gold chain
and $600 in cash.

An apartment on Brookpark was
broken into last weekend. Thieves
reportedly took a $400 AM-FM ra-
dio; a $250 equalizer; a $425 am-

crime watch

plifer; $275 speakers and a $125 ra-
dar detector.

VEHICLE THEFTS: Owners of a
motor vehicle on Michigan Avenue
reported these goods stolen: a $100
drill, $150 jigsaw, $150 hand saw,
$50 power stapler and a $500 cam-
era. *

A $554 stereo was reported stolen
from a 1987 Camaro parked on
Honeytree last weekend, police said.
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crash could have occurred at a time when
conditions were clear.

"1 don’t know of a good reason to give for

By the FAA’s preliminary investigation
into the crash, McCartney said,
the Aerostar left Detroit City (Airport) at
approximately 9:30 (a.m.) The Cherokee left
he said, from

“We think

DOUB SAID the regains of the two air-
craft were to be moved to a hangar at

b

Shop untit § p.m. on Th

Gourmet fun with a Caribbean flavor, 6.50. %
Tickle your taste buds with a mediey of
cool summer fruits, served i a
fresh pineapple boat, with our own
celery seed dressing. Refreshing orange
sherbet and your choice of freshly
baked muffin. Available in our

restavrant now until August 4th,

Jacobsons

We weicome Jacobsdn's Charge, MasterCard! VISA. and American Express)
Tuesday, Wedngsday and Saturday.

m. on

LIMITED TIME SPECIAL

Mettetal Airport by late Tuesday to be exa-
mined as evidence

To help determine how the planes collid-
ed, "'We're looking at the men, the machines
and the environment,"” he ;ind

“We'll look at the sun angles when the
crash occurred, paint scrapes, we'll look at
the dimensions of the pilot in the actual
cockpit,” Doub continued

He said the aircraft will be reassembled
in the hangar and positioned as they were
upon impact, to aid the investigation.

M.B. Dnllon contributed to this report

Todd Miller was awakened Monday morning by
the sound of cargo from a crashing plane
plunging through his roof. The damaged area,

GUY WARREN/staf photographer
covered with a light-colored patch, is visible in
the upper right hand corner.

Resident startled when bag hits roof

Continued from Page 1

They were in bundles everywhere. Envelopes were
tucked in the gutter.

“A big box, about 2 feet by 2 feet sguare, was
crunched on the driveway. Inside there was a brown

deposit bag with a zipper lock, envelopes and a sma]ler

deposxt bag from F&M.

“Most of the deposit bags were from First of Ameri-
ca. The checks were in bundles all made out to the same
store or small business. They were from places like Kal-
amazoo, Ann Arbor and Benton Harbor.”

In his yard, Miller found a piece of chrome trim that
appeared to have come from inside the plane. A worn
logo was barely visible.

Miller called the Federal Reserve in Detroit, whose
number was listed on the canvas deposit bags.

“At least five Federal Reserve people were here be-
tween one and two hours after. They filled up plastic

bags with Chécks from the yard and the field."”

YVONNE MONTGOMERY, assistant vice prwdent
of the Detroit Federal Reserve said her office is work-
ing overtime to recover the estimated 300,000 canceled
checks that were lost.

She is urging people who find checks to call 964-6200

~ anytime.

“We will either ha\e a courier come out if they're
going to be home, or if they're not going to be at home
if they could drop the checks off at the nearest police
station, our courier will go there,” she said.

“We have over 50 percent of the checks as of today
(Tuesday). They're pretty much intact.*

Callers from a wide area have reported finding .

checks. —

By Macy Rodrique
staff writer

President George Bush's declara-
tion late last month that tax increas-
es will have to be a part of any defi-
cit reduction plan won him few new
fans on either side of the congres-
sional aisle.

Une area Republican expressed
disappointment with the président
while another said he'll adopt a wait-
and-see attitude and supports the
president. Area Democrats ex-
pressed l-told-you-so glee.

“At least now he’s 'fessed up,” said
US. Rep. William Ford, D-Taylor,
who represents Garden City, West-
land, Canton Township and part of
Livonia,

“You can't run government on
credit cards and expect our grand-
children to pay forit."

Although Bush's words lift a bur-
den from Democrats, who have long
feared being blamed for any new
taxes, Ford doesn't believe the presi-
dent deserves kudos for admitting
the inevitable. ’

“He doesn't know anything now
that he didn't know in '88. He was
sweet-talking voters wheh he
should’ve been shouldering regponsi-
bility,” Ford said.

THE OFFICE of Management and
Budget released its midyear review
July 15.

OMB director Richard Darman
said he expects the fiscal 1991 defi-
cit to be about $168 billion.

Ford, like other House Democrats,
would like to see a shift in the tax
burden to those in upper income
brackets.

“In my district the average person

Right-to-

I was disappointed to
hear the president say
he believes that tax
increases must be part
of the solution.’

— Witliam Broomfield
A-Lake Orion

‘He doesn’t know
anything now that he
didn’t know in ’88; He
was sweet-talking
voters. . .’
— William D. Ford
D-Taylor

is neither poor nor rich, but working
class. Every tax bill since Reagan
has given them a bite. I'd like to see
the burden shifted away from the
middle class.

“I'm not going to support the pres-
ident’s tax package no matter what
if he doesn’t support higher taxes for
higher income earners.”

die

ISsue stirs up
strong emotions

By Janice Brunson
staff writer

Shoppers queried at random re-
cently at Westland Shopping Center
agree with the results of a recent

Natalie Pence, 65, and daughter
Karen, 27, of Canton, also believe in
the right of choice.

“I don’t want to be on any ma-
chine,” Natalie saxd Karen agmed

L 73

“We've been surprised at the number of calls. We got
one call last night from Ann Arbor. We dont know if it
was a crank or not, but we sent someone out."
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Wayne State University study in
which an overwhelming majority of
Michigan residents believe they
should have the final decision over
whether to maintain life-sustaining
treatment.

The majority of those asked in
both the mall and the study also fa-
vor stopping life support systems if
there is no hope of recovery and half
favor letting doctors give lethal in-
jections to terminally ill people who
request such treatment.

“A person. oughta have the
choice;” said Wiiliam Bradshaw, 70,
of Plymouth, whose 94-year-old-
mother is in a nursing home in Flori-
da. Attendants there have been in-
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treatment in the event his mother
becomes ill, Bradshaw said.
Bradshaw, however, may not have
a similar choice here. Michigan is
one of only 10 states that does not
recognize living wills, granting indi-
7
ing life and allowing them to decide
in advance what measures doctors
can take in keeping them alive.

OF %00 PEOPLE interviewed by
phétie tnthe-Wayne-State study con-
ducted by the Center for Urban Stud-
ies, 94 percent favor letting people
decide in advance. Eighty-six per-
cent said they would want feeding
tubes removed if they were uncon-
scious and had no chance to recover
and 52 percent favor letting doctors
give lethal injections to terminally
ill people who can think clearly .nd
request such treatment.

Jim Corp, 35, of Westland believes

“we should have the right to make
individual decisions” life
and death. But in the event he should
become unconscious or otherwise un-
able to make such a decision, he be-
lieves his wishes should be set aside,
with the final decision based entirely
upon the wishes of family members
or those making the decision. -

re the ones who have to live

A six-mile segment of Hines Drive
will be closed 10 am. to 3 p.m. for
joggers, strollers and bicyclists.
Each dollar pledged at the event
earns participants a chance a win-

But on the issue of lethal injec-
tions, the two disagreed. “No, no. It's
God's will. Not mine,” Natalie em-
phasized. Karen believes it is an in-
dividual right of decision, but not
one sheswould choose.

Richard Konjarevich, 32, of Livo-
nia, also supports the right of choice
in all life and death matters, but said
he would never opt for lethal injec-
tion, regardless of the circum-
stances.

~
THOUGH HOSPICE is devoted to
“patural death,” the issue of lethal
injection has been a topic of discus-
sion by hospice patients since the
suicide death last month of an Ore-

vided by Michigan pathologist Jack
Kevorkian.
“We have had a couple of patients

who have said to families, “That’s

what I want,’ ” said Mariityn Keeth,
patient care coordinator for Hospice

-Servicesof Western Wayne County—
in Garden City. Last year, the facili-

ty provided services for some 60 pa-
tients.

“l can understand those feelings
but we recognize natural death as a

—normal-process of living. We neither

hasten it nor prolong it,” she said.

Sister Giovanni of Angela Hospice
Home Care in Livonia said “families
have been talking about it,” likely as
a result of media exposure about
Kevorkian’s device.

“We support death with dignity
but we don't do anything to take
life,” Giovanni said. Last year, Ange-
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Participants will gather at Nankin
Mills, Ann Arbor and Hines
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THE PRESIDENT'S statement,
which also called for spending cuts,
growth incentives and budget pro-
cess reform, garnered a kinder, gen-
tler response from U.S. Rep. Sander
Levin, a Southfield Democrat whose
district includes Redford Township.

“The reversal of policy is wel-
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Bush tax shift riles some Iocal lawmakers

‘The question remains
what will the summit
package look like. Will
it promote economic
growth that will benefit
all Americans?’

— Sander L

D-Southfiela

evin

come ‘even though inevitable,"
said

“The question remains what will
the summit package look like. Will it
promote economic growth that will
benefit all Americans?"

To complicate matters, the House
is scheduled tomorrow to vote on a
constitutional amendment requiring

Levin

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell,
R-Plymouth, said he
feels neither betrayed
noris he disappointed
in Bush.

a batanced budget.

BUSH'S STATEMENT divided
congressional Republicans. Many
feel betrayed by his retreat from the
party’'s strong no-new-taxes stand, a
platform on which many cam-
paigned and plan to run again.

“I agree with the president that

R umw‘ HgRore — the —conntry s —

mounting debt and continuing bene-
fits,” US. Rep Wiliam Broomfield,
R-Birmingham, suaid in a prepared
statement

“However, | was disappoiated to
hear the president say he believes
that tax increases must be part of
the solution.”

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, a Republi
can whose district includes
of Livonia and Plymouth and Plym
outh Township, said he feels neither
betrayed nor is he disappuinted in
Bush

Pursett said Bush's “'read my Tips™
comment on taxes was aimed princi
pally at the persunal wcome Lax

Pursell sajd he'll wait tu see the
whole budget package befure mak
ing any decision

As to what kind of package he'd
like to see, Pursell said it would in
clude across the board spending cuts
Pursell also supports a balanced
budget amendment and encouraged
the president to exercise his veto on
appropriations bills

Pursell, a longtime supporter of
George Bash, said the criticism of
the president is eoming from “sup
ply-siders in Jack Kemp's organiza
tion.”

Shortly after Bush's written state
ment was released, moré than 100
House Republicans signed a letter to
the president saying they were
stunned by the announcement and
would not vote for a budget package
that included an increase in
rates. A similar letter was signed by
Senate Republicans

But Democrats also made clear
that they planoed to make tax equity
an issue in the upcoming budget de-
bate.
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