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Parents readied for low scores

By M.B. Dillon
gtaff writer ~

Plymouth-Canton Comimunity Schools are
among a handful of districts in metropolitan
Detroit still witholding results of a standard-
ized state test designed to measure minimal
skills in reading, math and Science.

. The district has had half'a dozen meetings

Because the scores are public record, the
Observer last week filed a_request for them

Canton Obgerver

Canton, Michigan

under the Michigan Freedom of Information
Act. Community relations director Richard
Egli said Friday that despite the request, the
scores won't be released until Monday. The
district: will bé in compliance with the FOI
Act, as the law allows agencies five working
days to supply information.

Barbara Church, curriculum coordinator for
math and science, and the architect of the

tional Park, said the 10th-grade math test cov-
ered statistics, probability and geometry —

42 Pages

material students hadn’t covered. Also, Claeys
said, “Over half of our math teachers took the
test afterwards and found vocabulary on the
test they had never seen and could not even
find in the brand new math books.”

Changes in the MEAP reflect the needs of
business and industry, said Church

“When business people are surveyed, they
tell us they want students who are problem

tions ranked higher than the U.S.
“In the Asian culture, math is very import-

- "~ Fifty Cents

1992 Suburban Communicatices Corporation

ant,” Church said. “Math in our society has a
mystique of somehow being hard. It's accept-
able somehow for a parent to say, 'l wasn't
good in math,' whereas to say, ‘I can't read’
isn't aeceptable. What we're teaching is so
critical. It's not OK not’to be able to do math
anymore

CHURCH SAYS that more than 75 perceént

2 T for. parents, advising them o expect a dramat-  math test, Dr. Susan Rigney of the state De=- solvers,* she said. “Our emphasis used to be of all jobs require ofidiencyin Silnple alge-

Thomas Yack, Canton Township | ic drop in math scores. The scores reflect a  partment of Education, addressed parents ata  heavily on computation. We're trying to braand geometry a’fa prere:msue tc?a'xr?m»
, will speak at noon on major change in the math portion of the Michi-  meeting Thursday. They explained that the changeitto problem solving. _ ing program ar as part of a licensure exam

Wednesday at the Canton - gan Education Assessment Program test, said  math seetigns of the MEAR are designednotto  “Kids still need to know their times tables, While math used to be taught in isolation,

Club: = Dr. Michael Homes, assistant superintendent measure basic skills, but to bring about curric-  but they need to be able to understand math students in many states now are learning to

Yack will give his annual report | ° for instructiop. « ulum changes in line with the'staté’s new math  well enough to be able to solve mathematical  apply math skilis to everyday life, Church

at the club meeting at Ge School officials say they will release the  objectives. problems,” she said. said N

Church in Canton. scores’only after they've treen presented to the A recent 'study showed that the U.S. ranks The aim is to teach tomorrow's adults to, for

The cost of the lunch is $12. For - Board of Education at tonight’s 7:30 p.m. JOAN CLAEYS, area coordinator for math, 19th among 20 countriés in student math instance, be able to compare prices and quan-

more information, call 454-5427. meeting at 454 S. Harvey art. music and English at Centennial Educa- achievement. All the major industrialized na-  LIUES of products to determine which is the

Please turn to Page 3

or 616-781-8537. * _

Change of hands

-

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

Riding high

Canton police to swap Chevys for Jeeps

program . Suspects
-
Plymouth Salem High Schoel w ~ ’ ! S
senior Jennifer Furr will represent £ Ui . . P SO )
the Canton aréa in the 33rd annual Y S ok u g -
‘Michigan's Young Woman of o
Saturday, Jan. 18, in Marshall. A . H
 Jan. 1 ,
e el | k] , in thefts
seniors who will vie for the title of ¥ =
'llnhifln‘:‘_lmm of the
Year for 1992. ¢ . e Two men wearing ski masks and
The winner will receive $3,000 ! pe e gloves entered the Golden Gate
‘and a chance to represent R — Cleaners Friday and demanded mon-
Michigan in July at America's ‘ ey
‘Young 'm:?‘th?m ; ¥ : A 28-year-old female employee
‘program in Mobile, Ala. told police the men came into the
is the daug of . ¢ store at the Lilley and Joy strip mall

"~ about 8:45 a.m.

One man had his hand in a bag as
if he were concealing & gun, accord-
ing to Tammie Colling, Canton po-
lice information officer

Meanwhile, the other man forced
the woman ina back room and be-
gan fondling her. However, she was
able to fend him off. She didn’t re-

port any other injuries, Colling said.
Tha gothe

man gdgemanaed V¥
Marshall .they leave. They left the store with
Green Street, Marshall, Mich. - - $85 and drove away in a black Chevy
Advance tickets can be Camaro with a spoiler
purchased. For more information Anyone with information about
call Jim Needham-at 616-781-3313 the robbery or the men is asked to

call Canton police at 397-3000

IN A SEPARATE case, the owner
of the Cracker Barrel party store on
Ford Road reported a break-in Tues-
day

. Pat Thomas of Canton has 1 = , - When pol ed they found
| joined the Cottagelnn Canton police gave this Jeep Cherokee test runs last week while trying to decide whether the department should add the ,,e:mp:of: sfnr;;‘;,ed an? a %Zk
staff as area the vehicle to its fleet. - . K inside the store, police reported. The

the Ann 5 alarm was blaring.

The owner listed the following
goods stglen: six cases of beer, val-
ued at $90; cartons of cigarettes, val-
ued at $400; and liquor, valued at
$4.55 ;

Police are investigating the case.

one of those older cars.

By Diane Gale *
staff writer

price with the Cherokee, he said.

The exact costs were not available
Friday.

Another benefit of the jeep is
that they have begter load capacity

and could be better equipped than
the Caprice, Colling said.
Police supervisors gave the jeep

Canton police are about to cast
off their staid, family type Chevy
Caprice for the more bossy, sassy

“We were told by Chrysler Cor-
poration that it will be in the
ballpark of the Caprice,” Santo-

‘Between the bikes and
these, there aren’t too

looking Jeep Cherokee, mauro said adding that the four- @ trial run last week, many places in Canton
“It rides higher and there's bet-  wheel drive jeep has a better “Between the bikes and these, 404 o can’t gef fo. . .
ter visibility for patrol,” according  resale value than the Caprice and there aren’t too miany places in 2
to Tammie Colling, Canton police  shouid be considered when compar- Cantpn that we can’t get to,” said We still find stolen
information officer. ing costs. _Sfe‘- ‘f’a‘:‘"“el:'t‘ “g he took the  yahicles in wooden
When Canton buys its first Cher- He said he planned to buy one  J®€P Or a run last weex. ) :
okee sometime this-year it will be  jeep this year unless they are too The motorcycles allow police to areas and you have to
one of the first suburban police de-  expensive. Chrysler recently began navigate tighter areas, get around get back to it.’
partment to use the jeep, said Can-  offering the jeep that is specially ~cars in a traffic jam and to — Sgt. Pat Nemecek
ton Police Public Safety Director, equipped for police use. disperse crowds. The jeep is great : Cariton police
John Santomauro. - Every year Canton police re- on dirt roads and on-farm land. oton po < 2l P
place squad cars that have 80,000- “We. still find stolen vehicles in >pecial Fages
| | - THE CAPRICE when fully load- 90,000 miles, which takes about  Wooden Arels and you have to get _ . In Today's Issue
ed for police use is comparable in  two years. The jeep will replace . back toit.” Nemecek said. /
' B
= 2 > e e /
*| Fisher leaves prison, fa
' ' ’ _ Classifieds. . .Sec. B,C,D
] Auto . . .. .. -Sec.D
n : - 3 . y . : Employment .. . Sec. C,D
new r : Index. . .......7B
Real estate . . ec. B,C
Crossword . . . . - -8B
: - Obituaries . . . . . 2A
By Diane Gale Twojurmfmmdﬂsherpmyonlm.mm Sports. . . . . . . 1B
staff writer in the death of Ella Maria Mercado Fisher in their Street Scene 4B
sprawlinghomeonanood,lnuua(Cu&on‘nup— et S, 1C
Dr. Charles Fisher, who was found guilty of the 1984 cale northwest subdivisions. The first-trial was ruled in e (o SO SO o8
. duct tape murder of his wife in their Canton house, was ermwmamuam% Travel . . <. - v
freed Friday pending a new trial. Late last year Fisher got gnother break. The
Fisher became a free man for the first time in almost  gan Supreme Court reversed the conviction, ruk- NEWSLINE 591-2300
four years as he left the gates of lonia’s Riverside Cor- ing that a diary kept-by Mercado should not have WEEKENDS . . 953-2104
rectional Facility. been agmitted as evidence because it was hearsay. SPORTSLINE . .953-2104
His first stop, to his attorney Steven CIRCULATION .581-0800
Whalen, was to visit an Oakland County that HIS GOOD fortune continued when Recorder’s Court CLASSIFIED. . .591-0000
his parents, sister and brother-in-law arranged for him. — ~ A e g
His family lives in Missouri. g2 . Please turn to Page 2 L ee—seeeescavamsaT——
- 4
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" Facing liabilit

y

Church school puts city at risk for lawsuit

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Because a city church did not seek
r permits to allow school class-

“e§ i 4 forrmer nunery, the city is

'

risking a potential lawsuit, a Plym-
outh attorney maintains.

Attorney Carol Levitte — who
represents Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel Church neighbors who opp
church-school expansion — told city
commissioners Jan. 6, “If anything
happens there, you lose your immu-
nity.” YR e

“T would like the city to-take the
steps they should have taken,” Lev-
itte said. 2

Commissioner Jerry Vorva

agreed. “I can cite you time and .

time again when the city has swiftly
taken action,” he said, ‘against code
violations. ; .

“I urge the city administration to
quite frankly do their job,” Vorva
said.

“What the public ds  is
equity under the law. 1f we as a city
_are not going to act equitably then
we are doing a great disservice,” he
added. .

Levitte said the church also did
not seek proper permits when a
church bpsiness office was moved to
the former. convent last year.

But City Manager Steve Walters
said.church officials are scheduled
to seek permits before the planning
commission in February.

Walters said the city first became
aware that permits were lacking
more than a year ago, when the
church first applied to build a church
school addition.

IN OCTOBER, Walters and the
city engineer “met with church rep-
resentatives, and discussed how to
_get a legal sife plan.”

In November, church business
manager William Leonard wrote the
* state police fire marshal division, “It

‘There isn’t any
particular problem

volved, we would appreciate an in-
spection by your department at the
earliest possible opportunity,” he
wrote.

with what tlny’n using *~4 "Leonard-declined to comment Fri-

the building for, other
than they haven’t
gotten the particular
paperwork done.’
— Steve Walters
Plymouth city manager

has come to light that our annex
building at 1062 Church St. has never
been approved by the state fire mar-

. shal for use as a school facility, in

addition to its use as our parish off-
ice center. s

“In order to alleviate the concerns
of those people immediately in-

day. s
_ Walters said the church was
scheduled to seek a proper site plan
before the planning commission in
December, but not enough documen-
tation was presented.

He said that because the church
for several years has used the for-
mer nunery for school classes, “You
don't make them do things like cease
occupancy.

“There isn't any pirticular prob-
lem with what they're- using the
building for, other than théy haved't
gotten the particular “paperwork
done,” he said.

The former nunery is used for spe-
cial eduation classes run by the’
Plymouth-Canton schools for Our
Lady and St. Peter’s Lutheran
schools. - cn

obituaries

NELLIE V. CASH

Services for Nellie V. Cash, 86, of
Wayne, formerly of Plymouth will
be Friday, Jan. 10, at Phillips Funer-
al Home in South Lyon. Burial will
be in South Lyon Cemetery. X

Mrs. Cash was born May 15, 1905
in Jay County, Ind. She died Monday,
Jan. 6, in Wayne. She had been a res-
ident of Plymouth far 65 years prior
to.moving to Wayne in 1990. She had
served as the Plymouth city treasur-
er in 1925 and had also been em-
ployed by the city as a bookkeeper
for 30 years, retiring in 1973. She
was a member of the First United
Methodist Church in Plymouth.

Mrs. Cash is survived by one
daughter, Marilyn Girbach of
Wayne; three dren; one sis-
ter, Ethel Lightfoot of Plymouth apd
one brother, Merle Engle of Indiana.

The Rev. Frederick C. Vosburg
will officiate the service. Memerial

contributions may be made to the—the service.

”American Cancer Society.

, Davis of Canton and Jerry

JACOB L. MOSS
Services for Jacob L. Moss, 3

months, of Plymouth were Saturday, -

Jan. 11, at St. Kenneth Catholic
Church. Burial was in Mount Hope
Cemetery in Livonia.

The infant was born Sept. 23, 1991,
in Ann Arbor. He died Wednesday,
Jdn. 8, in Canton. The infant is sur-

vived by 'his parents, Lee Moss of ' -

Plymouth and Lisa Moss of Plym-
outh; one sister, Courtney Moss of
Plymouth; grandparen Louise
vis of
Canton, Edward Hall of Plymouth,
and Lee Moss of Plymouth and Nor-
ma Moss of Plymouth; great-grand-
parents, Frances Fontana of Nowi,
Burnetta Forbing of Bad Axe, Mich.,
Dora Moss of North Carolina and
Jean Hall of California; two uncles,
Jason Hall of Canton and Timothy
Moss of Plymouth and one aunt, Ra-
chel Moss of Plymouth. *

The Rev. James Murphy officiated
ts were
made by Schrader Funeral Home.

Freshly Washed and
Pre: on Hangers. :
With incoming dry cleaning. -

0% : |
DRY CLEANING

, great-grandchild;

PSS T —— . -

J.D. McWHORTER
Services for J. D. McWhorter, 88,

of Port Orange, Fla., were Friday at.

Vermeulen Memorial Funeral
Home. Burial was in Parkview Me-
morial Cemetery in L}:onia.

Mr. McWhorter was born June 1,
1923 in Arab, Ala, He died Jan. 7 in
Daytona Beach, Fla. He moved to

. Florida from the Detroit area eight

years ago. He was a member of
South Daytona Christian Church and
retired as supervisor with General
Motors Co. . s

Mr. McWhorter is survived by his

wife, Charline J. McWhorter of Port
Orange; three daughters, Sharon A.
Jaeger of Gardea City, Linda J. Mil-
ler of Plymouth and Sandra Clark of
Detroit; six grandchildren; one
Velmer
McWhorter of Holly Pond, Ala. and
Willard McWhorter of Arab, Ala.

The Rev. Earl L. Habecker offici-
ated the service.

. EULA J. WARZOCHA

Services for Eula J. Warzocha, 47,
of Canton were Monday, Jan. 6, at
Pawlus~Funeral Home in Canton.
Burial was at St. Hedwig Cemetery
in Dearborn Heights.

Mrs. Warzocha was born August
20, 1944 in Kincaid, W.Va, She died
Thursday, Jan. 2, in Ann Arbor. She
was employed as a medical adminis-
trator.

Mrs. Warzocha is survived by her

- husband Jobn of Canton; her parents,
Howard White of Canton and Violet ™ -

White of Canton; two sons, Michael
and Brian, both of Canton; one
daughter, Cindy McCaskey-of, Dear-
born: two brothers, Don White and
Roy White; one sister, Shirley Simp-
son; and two grandchildren.

The Rev. Alex Wytrwal, of St. Ste-
vens Church in New Boston, Mich.
officiated the service.

ot ¥,

| public

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY

The Plymouth District Library Board will bold its regularly scheduled monthly
g 5 y 20, 1992 at 7:30 p.m. at the Plymouth District Li-
brary.msismeubrarysoammualunung.mxmeeungnopenmthe

’

Continued from Page 1

Chief Judge Dalton Roberson
agreed to reinstate a previous bond
that Fisher had posted during an
earlier trial. £

During the trials Fisher's de-

|| fense was based on a robbery ac-

count that he gave police. He said
his wife was ambushed by robbers
who wrapped her face with duct
tape and left her for dead.

The Fulbright scholar also told
police he was gagged and bound by-
the robbers, but after he regained
consciousness he was able to free
himself and attempted to- revive
his wife. She never regained con- !
sciousness.

Whalen said he was unsure what
Fisher’s plans were after moving

Fisher freed, faces:
new murder trial

‘Obviously preparing
for his defense is a
fuli-time job in nseu..

b

EAP scores drop
at privateschool

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer
=

Officials..at Plymouth Christian
Academy are pleased With students’

— Steven Whalen
attorney for
Dr. Charles Fisher

into his apartment.

“Obviously preparing for his de-
fense is a full-time job in itself”
Whalen said.

A pretrial court hearing to set
trial dates, Whalen said, would
likely begin in about six weeks.

In, the meantime, however,
Fisher ‘will be free and may be
looking for work in his field as a
microbiclogist, Whalen said.

Irish dance class,
open, registration
deadline nears

Do’ you have the post-holiday,
bulging belly blues? If you do, here's
a fun alternative to a celery-and-
carrot diet and a weighty health club
bill: Kitty's Ceili Night.

Beginning Tuesday, Jan. 14, Kitty
Heinzman of Livonia is offering a
five-week traditional Irish folk danc-
ing class for adult beginners. Irish
ceili dancing is similar to square
dancing.

Heinzman is a skilled dancer and
an experienced, gifted teacher who
hails from County Mayo, Ireland.
Her classes blend culture, exercise
and fun many of her students dub
“Irish aerobics.” -

Sessions will be at the Oddfellows
Hall on Elizabeth Street off Ann Ar-
bor Trail in Plymouth.

__Classes are $6 each and go from 8-

10 p.m. B T ——iRs.
A partner isn't necessary, but
comfortable shoes and attire are
recommended. Classes will be Jan.
14, 21, 28, and Feb. 11 and 18.
For registration and information,
call §22-5787.

.

Canton

(USPS 663-670)
Published every Monday and Thurs-
day by Observpr & Eccentric ¥ News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
Mi 48150, Second-class postage
paid at Livonia, Mi 48151, Address
all mail (subscription, change of ad-
dress, Form 3569110 P.O. Box 2428
Livonia, M1 48151. Telephone 5981-
0500 "
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE

Newsstand per copy, 50¢
Carrier monthly, $3.00
Mail, yearly, $55.00

All advertising published in the Can-
ton Observer is subject to the condi-
tions stated in the applicable rate
card, copies of which are available
trom the advertising department,
Canton Observer, 744 Wing Street,
Plymouth, MI 48170. (313) 459-2700
The Canton Observer reserves the
right not to accept an adver}isers
_order. Observer & Eccentric” ad-
takérs have no-authority 10 bind this
newspaper and only publication of
an advertisement shall constitute fi-
nal acceptance of the advertiser's
order

®bseruer - -

Publish: Jasoary 13, 1992

Excludes -suedes, furs;
leathers, laundry .and al-
terations. %

PILLOWS *14*

W

2 Feather Pillows Cleaned,
Sterifized & New Covers.
Standard, qugéh & king oriy.

™ ; q

Men. if you'rg about to turn 18, it's
itime to register with Selective Service
" atany U.S. Post Office.~= -

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's. the faw.
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Fresh Whole

with all the fixens

SAT. & SUN. -

Buy 1 entree, Get 1 entree FREE

(of equal or lesser value]
on anything on menu!
We feature BROASTED CHICKEN and Homemade Specials

ROAST TURKEY DINNERS -

TMJ

dweek FAMILY SPECIAL |

MON. &

FRI. - ROAST SIRLOIN of Beef [Right out of eur oven]
THURS. - ROAST PORK DINNER
WED. - ASK ABOUT TODAY'S SPECIAL
TUES. - CHICKEN POT PIE
Valid anytime - Offer expires 1-19-92

Health

This-session will focus on the

vou-need.

_reasons you dont get a good night's
sleep and how you-can get the sleep

Caﬂnrine McAuIeylbalmsVstemeducatlml progmns
Happenings | |
T * | put thrill

" Free informational
meeting
Tues., Jan. 14
7.30-9p.m.

SUMNSAY STILL FREE
[Per
m::-—-..nm e
& Main St.] 558-4188

The buyers

you'rtjookiné |
for are reading

Let Us Illuminate
Your Home-Selling

Creative Living
Michigan's i_argut : real estate -
showcase. : L

O;tmmnbnnud&slook
to ouf real estate section when
.-M@mulmm.

your advbrtising
591-2300 in

To advertise, call
or
Wayne County, 644-1100

“in
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This session will focus on the

intervention process and how friends
and family can help the chemically

dependent person.

cl

0 0
\ ailti d

4 quéstions regarding spirituality
and recovery from chemical

. including what it meaps to be
spiritually healthy and how we
nurture ourselves spiritually.

Teenage Behavior:

L

This session will focus on key

dependency and co-dependency

Is It Any Of Your Business?

This session will assist parens in

Free informational
meeting:

Tues., Jan. 28
7:30-9p.m.

Free informational
meeting: .

Ties., Feb. 18
7:30-9 p.m.

can

Free informational

&

-

- main site in Ann Arbor.

Cathérine McAuley Health System

understanding teenage behavior and meeting:
how foset limits, ., Tues., Feb. 25 .
\ JI“ » ’ '.m“«
“All 'sessions will be held at the For more information,
Center for Mental Health & Cherical - -pleasecall -~  ~
Dependency.cafetéria on the ASK-A-NURSE anytime:

or1 -800-472-9696

572-5555 b

Sporserad by the

Center for Mental Health &

L

. Retigious Sistors of Mercy Chemical
w founded in 183" « 5361 McAuley [rive
by Catherine McAuley Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 =~ .
o e ) . e
‘_‘

performance on a 1090 % tand-
ardized test, even though math
scores dropped

Lower math scores were expected
on the Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Program test, as the revamped
section was new this year.

The MEAP test traditionally has
measured minmmal skills in math,
reading and science. Written to re-
flect the state’s new math objec-
tives, this year’s math section in-
stead emphasized problem-solving
ability, Critics say many questions
weren't “grade appropriate,” and
that the 10th-grade test included
questions on geometry for which stu-
dents hadn't yet studied.

SCORING IN THE top quartile in
math were 47 percent of PCA fourth
graders; 63 percent of the seventh
-graders and 43 percent of the 10th
graders. Last year, 95 percent of
PCA fourth-graders scored in the top
quartile. Eighty-four percent of sev-
enth-graders scored in the top math
quartile, and 96 percent of 10th
_graders landed in the top quarter.

" _ In reading, 43 percenl of fourth-

graders scored in the top quartile: as
did 51 percent of seventh-graders,
and 67 percent of 10th graders.

Of last year's fourth-graders, 54
percent scored in the top quartile in
reading. Fifty-nine percent of sev-
enth-graders were in the top quartile
in reading, agd 10th-graders in the
top quartile numbered 71 percent.

PCA didn't administer the science
test, normally given to fifth, eighth
and 11th-graders, opting instead for
the Standford Achievement Test.

Greg Hovermale, a PCA counselor
who proctored the test, said, “We are
pleased. We were super pleased last
year, but the sub-test math scores

4 {which measured students' perform-

‘{ don’t think you’ll ever see (math)
scores in the nineties again, but our
goal is we want to see improvement
year to year. We have a baseline; now
the goal is to move it up. . . I felt the
math objectives were valid, but many
of the questions were totally too hard
if the test is supposed to measure

minimal skills.’
P

Greg Hovermale

(CI3A

PCA counselor

& P

_he said

Last year, MEAP results were
broken down. That gave schools a
clear picture of the specific subject
areas in‘which students needed more
work— e i s

“PThisyear, the results weren't
specific enough to make good recom-
fnendations educatidnally,” said
Hovermale. “I don't think we are
getting as much out of the whole
MEAP experience as in the past.”

PCA officials were happy to see
their students hold their own with
students in Birmingham and Bloom-
field Hills, where scores usually are
the highest in the state, Hovermal
said .

PCA doesn't restrict admission to
above-average students, the admin-
istrator said. “We try to service the
Plymduth-Canton community. But
we are a private school. That has to
be part of it (the reaSon PCA does
well on tests)” PCA's small size
makes it easier to communicate, and
to-effect change, he said

“And it’s an inherent advantage to
have K-12 all on one campus,” he
added. “The turn-around time to ef-
fect change, given our set-up, IS
shorter, and it's one of the things I
enjoy about working in a small
school. It's like working in a small
city hall as opposed to a large city
hall, 1 guess.”

Parents readied
for lower results

"Continued from Page 1

ance an questions similarto those on  better value; to calculate the amount

last year's test) show us that our
scores held solid

“1 don't think you'll ever see
(math) scores in the nineties again,
but our goal is we want to see um-
provement year to year. We have a

baseline; now the goal is to move it _
up.” .

THAT'S WHAT PCA did with the
reading test, revised by the state two
years ago. The school hired a con-
sultant from Eastern Michigan Uni-

versity who successfully ‘worked
sith—8 den nd achers g neip
bring up scores.

Enrollment at PCA — on Joy
Road in Canton Township — is 540
this year.

Hovermale has two criticisms of
the test. “I was a straight-A student

na o0 pre - ne mMatl
objectives were valid, but many of
the questions were totally too hard if
the test is supposed to measure mini-
mal skills,” he said. This year’s
MEAP math test was “just as hard
as the ACT" college entrance exam,

of [umber needed-te-eonstruct some-

thing, or to figure out, based on
speed and distance, a driver’s arriv-
al time at a destination. :

To assist students, teachers are in-
troducing ‘“‘manipulatives” like
coins, strips, blocks and grids with
rubber bands for making geometric
shapes enabling students to see what
half of something looks like, or envi-
sion a rectangle or cylinder.

The district is completing a revi-
sion of its K-12 curriculum to reflect
the state objectives, developed by

he Department o ducation and

There’ll be fewer pages

__of drill problems to do.

Instead of work sheets;-

Customers at Seli
time they visit.

By Diane Gale
1 statf writer

| Nick Selimi wants Lee [acocca
| te make him lemenade.

| In. 1989 the Canton resident
| bought a Plymouth Veyager SE
| van from Fox Hills Chrysler-Plym-

outh in Plymouth and he says the

van has been a lemon from the
start

‘I now lpok back on that event as
one of the most foolish and disap-
pointing experiences of my life,”
| Selimi wrpte in a letter to Iacocca,

AND EVERYONE who walks
| into Selimi’s Salon at Canton Land-
ing—can-learn all about his ordeal

but won't take care of the business
he already has in his own back-
yard.”

His litany of vehicle woes in-
clude five repair visits because the
transmission sticks in secorid gear
and four return -calls because the
sliding door jams.

“And then, in this morning's pa-
per, 1 read that you are going to
award bonuses, to_ white ~ collar
Chtysler employees,” Selemi wrote
in a letter to lacocca

“Why? Is this their reward for
generating revenue for the corpo-
ration while victimizing the cus-
tomers.”

students will be
solving higher-level
problems.

THERE'LL BE fewer pages of
drill problems to do. Instead of work
sheets, students will be solving high-
er-level problems. dnd pechaps a
couple of lcug-term problems,
Church said

with the two-year-old van that has
16,000 miles and cost $18,010.50
new

There on an artist’s scaffold Seli-
mi displays a copy of the letter to
lacocea. A question accompanies
the seript: “He'll travel half way
around the world’to competition,

SELIMI SAID he int-
ed, too, by the state’s follow-up
with a claim he filed based on the
Lemon Law. -

“They didn’t do a thing for me,”
he said
_ “It's the worst car I've ever
owned,” Selemi said, adding that

n read all about the proprietor’s car woes every »
MOES !

BiLL BRESLER/staff photographer |

A

~ Lemon woes
Disgruntled buyer wants
lacocca held accountable

" that event (purchasing

‘I now look back on

the van) as one of the
most foolish and
disappointing
experiences of my life.’
— Nick Selimi
from his letter to
Lee lacocca

he has no complaints with the deal-
er

‘They say: ‘We'll treat you good
and we'll take care of yeu. They

even gave me a free remtal but| -~ —

still I don’t depend on this vehicle.”
Now, he said, he can't even rely
o it to take his wife and three chil-
dren on a driving vacation.
“l don't feel comfortable with

__it."” he said. “1 still think it's a good

vehicle. I just got a lemon.”

the Michigan Council of Teachers of
Math.

“We'se trying to make a switch
from teaching the textbook to teach-
ing the district curriculum, using the
text as a resouree,” said Church.

Because the
sis in the classroom on such things as
long division, graphing by hand and
memorization of rules, parents will
notice their children coming home
with a different type of- homework,
she said.

e will be less empha- -

Church hopes parents will be pa-
tient and supportive of teachers
“and work with them as much as
possible, because we really are doing
what'’s best for kids."

Parents also can help by doing
hing i xplaining to their chil-
dren the everyday math they do in
their heads; how to check bill totals
in restaurants and stores, how to bal-
ance a.checkbook; or calculate the
miles per gallon the family van is
getting

Memories melt: chill could

By Kevin Brown
staff writer s

No matter what
the weather, ev-
erything-is ready
to go for the 10th
Plymouth Interna-
tional Ice Sculp-
ture Spectacular,
-starting - Wednes-

day.
The National
Weather Service

predicted rain and

higﬁs in the 40s for today and Tues—

d4¥, causing festival director Mike
Watts-to put off displaying ice sculp-
tures until Wednesday. i

But he said cooler temperatures

. are predicted for the start of the ice®

festival.

“Things look real good, "Watts
said Friday..“1 think it's going<o be
ofie of the most successful ice spec-
taculars ever.” e

To deal -with -potentially warm
weather — which has plagued recent
fesfivals — Watts has planned sever-
tures’ will be displayed under theé
roof at The Gathering.off of Kellogg
Park.in a “Efintasyland” display.

Watts, of Plymouth, has put on the

Dewntown Hoedown and the Plym-
outh Music Festival e
“] think our light show js going

be of gredt interest to everybody,”
he said. Plans this year call for
changing colored’lights on the sculp-

tur'es, to enhance their beauty.

al melt-proof events. Several sculp--.

“They ‘apologized, they really
wanted t6 come,s Watt said, adding
Plymouth sculptors are still invited
to attend a Moscow ice festival.

This year, the icg_}muval is get-
ting more corporate sponsorship —
from Budweiser, First of America
Bank, MCI and WCXI-AM, the offi-

cial tadio station of the ice spectacu- -

lar. 3 . v

= “If the weather doesn’t 5;oop¢:ate

there will gtill be things fag’people fo
come to town and see,” Watts said,
_as several melé-proof events have
_béérischeduled. * ..

Some carving is scheduled for the
parking deck. A gingérbread house
digplay _and cooking demonstration
have eduled.”

The 1992 event will again include
two vacation'drawings scheduled to
take place after the ice
which ends Jan. 20. Ope involves a
foursdaytrip to Orlando,: Florida.
The other is a weekend stay at the

back in ice festival -

to the Pine
be offered

Maylllower Hotel. P :
Knob. ski résort will a
as prizes.

festival,

o

THE TEAM of Japasiese sculptors |
scheduled to arrive today plan to
create an ice pagoda.

Due to the recent upheaval in the
former Soviet Union, the Russian

SCHEDULED FOR 2 p.m.
Weidnesday is a celebrity carving
competition” for charity, featuring
members of the Detroit Roti.>rs
soccer team, WCXI DJs Buday
.Blake and Dave Anthony and Ken
Calvert of WLLZ-FM.
_The festival atfracts between
00,000 and 500,000 people annually

. and is considered a premiere event
by professional carvgrs..

Competitions include one for indi-
vidual professional carvers, another
for individual student carvers, and a
third for a Carver’s Classic national
team title

Also scheduled for this year’s ice
festival is a Michigan Art 1992 free
exhibit at the Plymouth Arts Coun-
cil, apd a replica ice Chrysler Jeep

Grand Cherokee.

Melow readied pedestals along Ann Arbor *

. sculptors who had planned to attend Frail for the opening | of the 10th ice festival Wednesday, even
won't be able to make it this year. wmmum .
T 4 2 3 X ’. > T _7<‘! e AN . »
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Teachers deny 6 percent pay hike rumors

By Darrell Clem .
staff writer

The Wayne-Westland teachers
‘union has denied reports that it plans
to seek a 6 percent pay increase as it

" prepares for comtract talks with
school adminigtration officials.

§ “We haven't asked for 6 percent.
We haven't made any formal propos-
al," said Robert Kowalczyk, execu-
tive director of the 1,100-member
Wayne-Westland Education Associa-
tion,

A three-year contract that gave
teachers an 11.9-percent raise over
the Tirst Two ye nciude-sal-
ary increases for the third year that

. begins in mid-August. Bargaining
teams expect to begin seriously
negotiating salaries this spring.

Echoing the denial of a request for

“radmings
and the district’s associate superin-

a 6 percent pay. increase was the
school district’s administration.

“There hasn’t been any discussion
off
stration’s chief negotiator
tendent for employee services.

The contract talks have the poten-
tial for inflaming a longstanding
controversy over teacher salaries.
The 11.9-percent raise that teachers
earlier received enraged board crit-
ics who have since launched recall
efforts against board members
Kathleen Chorbagian, Leopard Po-
sey, Andrew Spisak and Sylvia Kozo-
rosky-Wiacek

IN WHAT. some viewed asa public
backlash, the other three board
members who approved the contract
already have been ousted from off-

y raises,” said Bill Taylor, the,

ice. Formér members Sharon Scott,

. Mathew McCusker and Michael Red-

‘dy lost their re-election bids in June.

Kowalczyk conceded-that teachers
“will have to look at what the last
contract did.”

The earHer teacher raises came
amid the threat of massive cuts in
school programs and services, such
as the loss of busing and the elimina-
tion of sports. Those cuts, however,
were averted in June when voters
approved a 7.75-mill tax increase

Board members who approved the
pay raises have defended their ac-
tions; saying the district negotiated
one of the Iowest -t
Wayne County. The contract also
averted a threatened teacher strike.

But some critics,

~ City looks at ‘friendly’ way
to force sale of vacant store

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

£
“Friendly” legal acnon against
the owner of the former® Farmer
Jack supermarket downtown could
be one way to spark some action on
- the vacant storefront %
That's what City Commissioner
Doug Miller suggested to fellow
commissioners at their first mcelmg
of !he year Monday.
“Is there a process called fnendly
condemnation?,” Millef asked
He asked City Attorney Ron Lowe
“to make some prelimin¥ry ifquir-
‘ies, to see if it’s feasible.”

“IF WE SIT quietly, what is the
likely outcome?” -asked Commis-
sioner Bill McAninch. When City
Manager Steve Walters said Farmer
Jack still has six years remaining on
its lease, McAninch said, “So we're

=Jooking at year$ of having it sit like
itisnow.”".
_Lowe said the city could seek ad-
vice from an attorney moré versed
in candemnation law before serious-

ly pursuing that option

Otherwise, "I think a prolonged
standoff is very® likely,” Walters
said WWaliess—last fall had talked
witH both building owner Stanley
Dickson Jr. and Farmer Jack about
one or the other changing their posi-
tion related to the vacant store,

Farmer Jack has said it-doesn't
want to sub-lease the building to a
potential competitor, while the
owyer could decline to pay for reno-
vations required by a new tenant at
a time when the building is already
leased. ' *

“That's an eyesore,” said city resi-
dent Dennis Knapp at the meeting,
adding the vacant storefront con-
trasted with homes and occupied
businesses nearby.

“It’s like opening a topless bar in
downtown Plymouth — It doesn’t go
with the surroundings,” he said.

McAninch asked that since other
communities also have wvacated
supermarket buildings in _ their
midst, the city should research if le-
gal action has been started else-
where,- and possibly consider inter-

‘That's ( !he vacant
store) an eyesore. It's
like opening a topless
bar in downtown
Plymouth — It doesn’t
go with the
surroundings.’
— Dennis Knapp
Plymouth city resident

vening.

including: tiew

“The sense of all of us is we don't -

want to sit here," he said.

Local Realtor K.C. Mueller last
month organized a picketing of the
vacant store, on Main Street, to show
residents dissatisfaction with the
continuing vacancy.

Mueller and some supporters have
organized a letter-writing campaign
to the president of Borman, Inc.,
owner of Farmer Jack, to urge ac-
tion

The store was closed in December
1988.

If you need to sell something, put it in the Observer & Eccentric classified section. ]

‘We haven 't asked for 6
percent. We haven’t
made any formal
proposal.’

— Robert Kowalczyk
ne-Westland
Education Association

Wa y!

board members who swept the
school board race in June, have
raised concerns about teacher sala-
ries

“1 believe that we have to start, in
sC hool districts throughout the state,
burden is too hard to bear for tax-
payers,” board member Laurel Ra-

_posed pay

isanen said. “We have to be responsi-
ble and compromise.”

THE CONTRACT talks will em- .

erge amid lipgering concerns about
the economy. Moreover, board mem-
bers aren't-likely to forget the public
outrage that followed the 11.9- per
cent raises

Teacher salaries currently range
from $§24,560 — for a newly hired

tpacher -with a bachelor's degree —, °

to $59,630 for longtime teachers
who've earned their doctorates, ac-
cording to the district’s employee
services office.

Though Kowalczyk said the teach-
ers union hasn't decided on a pr(}
raise, he added, “We

Salary issues won't be the only
area of discussion as contract talks
resume. Bargaining teams also plan’

to discuss @ légal insurance plamin—

which the district pays about $100 a
year for individual teachers. At issue
is whether the district should contin-
ue to pick up the tab

NEGOTIATIONS ALSO are ex-
pected to focus on a potential early
retirement plan for teachers

Under the plan, longtime teachers
earning the higher salaries would

receive a bonus to retire, and they’

would be replaced by teachers hired
in at lower salaries

Some believe the plan would save |

the district money, but some board

“ouﬁTrWMMwmbers have indicated skepticism

negotiations secret.’

until lh’esmmmzbwm—

MD &

MD

Norman Gave,
Duane Heilbronn,

Hugo Sanchez , MD

Arbor Health Building — Plymouth
Ann Arbor Trail at Harvey):

455-5990

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital has obstetricians
serving the Plymouth-Canton community...

And they're now accepting new patients!

Ford Road at |

Yvonne

434-0450

McAuley Health Building-Canton

Manber,
"Donna Hrozencik, MD 981

St. Joseph Mercy Hospitat-in Ann Arbor offers the latest in single-r
maternity care and pain management. For mare intormation or tor a tréeg
OB tour please call Ask-A-Nurse at (800) 472-9696.

eyl

MD &

6556

oom”

Wednegday,
January 22,

Doors Open 6:00 pom.

e -

Photography and Sunny J’'s

Presents:

1992

™

At The Mayflower Meeting House
* 455 South Main Street « Plymouth, MI 48170

Tickets are $3.00 in advance . $4.00 at the door

Fashion Show ¢ Exhibits * Prizes

ngenc

| (Bring Ad For .00 Discount ) oo i

Frec Engagement Portrait-of sll Wedding Couples in Attendance |

o~

~ Call for Ticket Information: 453-8872 + 453-8584 + 453-1620 |

If youre a parent. you shoukd be awane that the
drug problem is getting smaller every div. As Tand s it s 1o
hebieve, kids who get pushed into digs ko the it e
are about twelve veans okl That boing the average. it means
a ot of these Kids are only seven o cight when they lane
ther fisd drug expenience. By g thiteen. vehve pereent
Fhove abready tied nomgoars. Fight peraent Tave ted

Partnership for a Drug-Free America

A slmlkﬁ

cocaine. And one out of cvery ten kids sunveved suid thea
woukd ke 0ty onck s onee..

With odls ke that. s pever 0o ¢ iyt Lt
waching vour childen abxout de ¢ s of drug abuse
Call FRODOO2-HELP and ask for prcteen drug- sfl&
prevention mtonmvaion. Call ocy bolore

k
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WEDNESDAY

The Gathering.

Variety of events on tap for ice festival

10 am-8 pm — Gingerbread
Westchester Mall on Forest Avenue.

11 am-6 pm. — Michigan Art

* 1992 free exhibit by Michigan artists
in Plymouth Arts Council.

1 p.m.-2 p.m. — .Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest Ave-
nue.

2 p.m. — Celebrity charity carv-
ing competition. -

All Day — International, profes-

-sional and student carvers making
‘major carvings in Kellogg Park.

“First of America’s “Fantasy
Land” display-in The Gathering for
kids of all ages. -

6 pm-9 pm. — The Bud Light
“Light Show” in Kellogg Park and
The Gathering.

THURSDAY

10 am-8 pm. — Glugerbx'eqd

in. e

Westchester Mall on Forest.

11 am-6 pm — Michigan art
1992 free exhibit by Plymouth Arts
Council.

All Day — International, profes-
sional and student carvers making
major carvings in Kellogg Park.

First of America’s “Fantasy
Land” display in The Gathering. For
kids of all ages.

1 pm.-2 p.m. — Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest. Ave-
nue.

6 pm.-9 pm. — The Bud Light
“Light Show” in Kellogg Park and
The Gathering. = :

FRIDAY

10 am-8 pm- —

Gingerbread
house display and competition -in

SUNDAY

9am — In@vndual student com-

Chris Koetke and Tom Varner unioad ice at last year'c “estival.

Westchester Mall on Forest.
11 am-8 pm. — Michigan Art

~1992 free exhibit by Plymouth Arts

Council. P
All Day — International, profes-

sional and student carvers making -

major carvings in Kellogg Park.

First” of America’s “Fantasy
Land” display in The Gathering. For
kids of all ages.

Noon-2 p.m. — “Grace Notes”
singers perform in The Gathering.

1 pm-2 pm. — Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest Ave-
nue.

5 pm.-8 p.m. — Two man profes-
sional team competition in Kellogg
Park. -

6 pm-9 pm. — The Bud_ Light
“Light Show" in Kellogg Park and
The Ga

thering,
—  § p.n. — Judging of two man

team competition.

SATURDAY

9 am. — Individual professional

competition.

10 am.-3 p.m. — Gingerbreak
house display and competition in
Westchester Mall on Forest.

11 am.-8 p.m..— Michigan Art
1992 free exhibit by Plymouth Arts
Council. )

Noon — Judging for individual
professional competition.

1 pm.-2 p.m. — Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest Ave-
nue.

All Day — International, profes-
sional and stydent carvers making
major cafvings in Kellogg Park.
_First of America's “Fantasy
Land” display in ‘Ehe Gathering. For

_ kids of all ages. <

- ,km e‘,au ags —

petition.

10 am.-8 pm. — Gingerbread
house display and competition in
Westchester Mall on Forest.

Noon-5 p-m. — Michigan Art 1992
free exhibit by Plymout Arts Coun-
cil.

Noon — Judging for individual
student competition.

1 pm.-2 pm. — Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest Ave-
nue,

2 pm-3:30 pm. — Free “Bell
Choir” concert at First Presbyterian
Church.

All Day — International, profes-
sional and student carvers making
major carvings in Kellogg Park. —

First of America's “Fantasy
Land” display in/Fhe Gathering. For

6 pm.-9 pm. — The Bud Light,
“Light Show™ at Kellogg Park and
The Gathering.

MONDAY

10 am-8 pm. — Gingerbread
house display and- competition in
Westchester Mall on Forest.

11 am-8 pm. — Michigan Art
1992 free exhibit by Plymouth Arts
Council.

All Day — International, profes-
sional and student carvers making
major carvings in Kellogg Park.

First of America’s “Fantasy
Land” display in The Gathering. For
kids of all ages.

1 pm.-2 pm. — Cooking demon-
stration at Sideways on Forest Ave-
nue

- = Light
“Light Show” in Kellogg Park and

a0 7RARL P Asenuer '‘Aeouow

6 pm-9 pm. — The Bud Light
“Light Show” at Kellogg Park. |
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