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School employees fear for jobs

By M.B.Dillon
staff writer

With the Plymouth-Canton School District
facing a $4 million shortfall next year, a grow-
ing number of teachers and school employees
are fearing for their jobs. It's possible that a

_ number of staffers won’t have a job next fall.

A budget freeze has been in effect since De-
cember, and district officials have been meet-
ing with all employee groups to find ways to
save money and jobs. The district also is ask-
ing its 1,390 employees to consider modifica-
tions and/or extensions of their contracts.

“There are 100,000 rumors out there, but we

have no idea yet what the district has in
mind,” said Chuck Portelli, teacher’s union
president.

BUT IT’S no secret the state has put them in
a bad position, freezing property taxes, recap-
ture money and $700,000 in Robin Hood money
(by sharing Plymouth-Canton’s tax base with
poorer district.)

The so-called Robin Hood legislation, tied up
in litigation, would require Plymouth-Canton
and other affluent districts to share growth in
tax revenue with poorer districts.

“We're trying to figure out ways to save mon-
ey without losing jobs.” .

The next budget review meeting of district
and union officials is March 5. That's two days
before an all-day workshop where the school
board is expected to agree on a balanced budg-
et with substantial cuts. The open session is set
for 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 7, at the
board office, 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth.

“WE HAVE talked about opening contracts
for negotiations, but we certainly haven't put
forth any proposals at this point. We're in the
process of preparing for the March 7 budget

our number one priority is saving jobs so we
don't have tg affect the program..It’s a mas-
sive problem.”

By law, school district employees who may
not have jobs next fall must be notified before
May 1. “Otherwise, we are obligated to carry
them for another year," Hoben said. “Certain
things aren’t going to be known until after that
date.’

Any potential layoffs “will happen across
the board” according to the contract, unless
there is a particular job where there is not an

“They're saying they'll be $4.3 to $4.4 mil-
lion in the red for next year,” Portelli said.

hearing with the board.”
“It’s still awfully early in the process. But

Canton High School senior Kristen Haller-
man was in the nursing assistant program
last year. She plans to study nursing at Ma-

Pointing the way
Vocational ed classes help students

photos by BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

donna University and become a registered
nurse.

By Julie Brown
. staff writer

At age 17, Kristen Hallerman
already knows what profession
she plans to pursue.

Hallerman, a senior at Plym-
outh Canton High School, was in
the nursing assistant program
last year. She's decided to be-
come a registered nurse and will
enroll in the nursing program at
Madonna University in Livonia,
where she’s taking a sign lan-
guage class.

“I THINK it's great,” Haller-
man, a Plymouth Township resi-
dent, said of the nursing assistant
program offered by the Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools.
“It gives a lot of people insight
into what they want to go into.”

Students benefit from learning
about different fields and
whether they're interested in
going on in a particular field, she
said.

Hallerman’s putting the knowl-
edge she gained to good use as a
volunteer at the University of
Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor.
She rocks infants in the neonatal
care unit at the hospital, and
plans to work in neonatal nursing
a few years from now.

NURSING ASSISTANT stu-
dents are among those enrolled in
a vatiety of vocational education
classes offered by the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools.
Courses are offered in many

available replacement, Hoben said

Please turn to Page 2

Registration
rules confuse
primary voters

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Local clerks say that despite a
change in voter registration rules for
the March 17 presidential primary,
those rules are still confusing voters.

Plymouth city clerk Linda Lang-
messer said she's had to field ques-
tions from voters interested in vot-
ing in the primary. Previously, it
was required that those seeking to
vote for Republican candidates had
to be registe~ >d Republicans prior to
voting day.

The Michigan Republican Party,
responding to criticism, changed
that rule Feb, 10 to allow any regis-
tered voter to vote in the Republican
primary election.

Still, those wanting to vote in the
Democratic primary must sign a
form identifying themselves as
Democrats. They can sign such a
form at the polls March 17, so long
as they haven't declared before that
they were Republicans.

Unregistered people who want to
vote must register by Tuesday, no
matter which party primary inter-
ests them.

“It’s still confusing to a lot of the
voters,” Langmesser said. “I'm still
trying to run this over in my mind.
My election workers are still
confused, they're concerned about
what’s going to happen at the polls.”

“It seems like every four years
there’s a new and improved way of

want tg vote in the Dem-
C primary and are a reg-
stered Republican, you must
y

f you want to vote in the Dem-
ocratic primary and are not a

If you want to vote in the Re-
publican primary, you must
¢ Up a Republican baliot

clion day

doing it," said Canton clerk Loren
Bennett, laushing.

THE RULE change last week, he
said, “certainly was an improve-
ment. Anything that makes it easier
gets my strong endorsement.”

Yet, “We're still getting calls from
people who are confused,” he said.

“With a high degree of certainty,
we can tell people we don’t éxpect
any additional changes,” he said.

Plymouth Township clerk Esther
Hulsing said that despite the change,
voters are “very unhappy. They talk
on the phone for 1) or 20 minutes at
a time.”

Please turn to Page 2

Area women at risk
to the HIV infection

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Mary Fisher's shocking, tragic an-
nouncement of HIV infection should
focus new attention on a disturbing
statistic already known by area
health professionals:

The Detroit area ratio of HIV-in-
fected women to men is higher than
that of any other region except New
York City.

Former Oakland County resident
Fisher, daughter of millionaire phi-

lanthropist Max Fisher, gained wide-
spread local publicity with her an-
nouncement last week.

Less publicity has been given a re-
cent Centers for Disease Control
study that found one HIV-infected
Detroit area female for every two
infected males.

“This is a major study, perhaps
the most accurate information we
have yet,” Wayne County medical di-
rector Donald Lawrenchuk said.

Please turn to Page 2

what’s inside

Classifieds. . Secs. B,C,D
KRB - o Sec.D
Employment . Secs. C,.D
index. . . ... . . .88
Real estate . . Secs.B.C”
Crossword . . . . . .7B
Obituaries . . . . . . .5C
Sports. . . . .. .. .1B
StreetScene. . . . . . 5B
Taste . . . . . . .1C
Travel . . . . . . 8A
NEWSLINE 581-2300
WEEKENDS . . . 953-2104
SPORTSLINE . . 953-2104
CIRCULATION .591-0500
CLASSIFIED. . .591-0900

| ®bserver & Eccentric

SOLD!

Jonathan Busch
“got tons of calls”
and sold his car
by the week’s end.

O & E Classifieds
Work!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

591-0900




2A(C)

0O& E Monday, February 17, 1992
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“Yet, outside the medical commu-
nity, it hasn’t been too well publi-
cized.”

Less than 1 percent of all study
samples taken from Detroit area
women were HIV-positive. But the
infection ratio was still an eye-
opener.

“THERE ARE other areas with
higher infection rates, but the
male/female ratio is still a major
concern,” Lawrenchuk said.

_The 2-to-1 ratio flies in the face

Mary Fisher says
she is HIV positive

Samples from sexually
active area adults 25-
44 — the group
deemed at highest risk
by health professionals
— showed an infection
rate of 4 percent for
men, 2 percent for
women.

School board seats open June 8

Monday, February 17, 1882 O&LE
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By M.B. Dillion
staff writer

If you are interested in running in
the June 8 Plymouth-Canton school
board election, you have until 4 p.m.,
April 8 to file nominating petitions.

Two seats are open — those of in-
cumbent trustees Dr. E.J. McClen-
don and Barbara Graham. Both are
four-year terms.

Thus far, two candidates have tak-
en out petitions, Graham and Plym-
outh resident Jack Farrow, an or-
ganizer of the pro-tax I Care Com-
mittee.

McClendon of Plymouth Township
said be hasn't made a decision
“Some days I think yes, and some
days I think no,” said McClendon,

T sl A

of the previous statistics that
showed. females as much as nine
times less likely to be infected than
males. The ratio is for all females,
including infants.

The study, compiled from a four-
year test of hospital blood samples,
showed nearly one in every 100 De-
troit-area samples tested HIV-posi-
tive. '

Samples from sexually active
area adults 25-44 — the group
deemed at highest risk by health
professionals — showed an infec-
tion rate of 4 percent for men, 2
percent for women.

Study findings should prompt all
area residents, even those outside
high risk groups, to frankly discuss
the issue with their doctors,
Lawrenchuk said.

“EVERYBODY NEEDS to be as-
sessed and, if necessary, be tested."”

Detroit-area samples were pro-
cessed at Detroit Medical Center,
Detroit. St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,
Ann Arbor, was also among the 41
participating medical centers na-
tionwide.

The Ann Arbor sample showed a
'6-to-1 male/female infection ratio,
closer to the national average.

In all studies, the highest inci-
dence of HIV was reported in blood
taken from men 24-44. No:break-
down was given for  lifestyle,
though homosexual males and in-
travenous drug users are still con-
sidered the groups most at risk.

In a Detroit Free Press story,
Fisher said she believed she con-
tracted HIV though sexual contact
with her husband. She added she
later discovered her husband was
an intravenous drug user.

Other studies have indicated the
Detroit area also trails only New
York City in its number of intrave-
nous drug users.

“We've seen statistics that
there's 30,000 to 35,000 IV drug
users,” Lawrenchuk said. “That's a
walking time bomb."”

FOUR PERCENT of all Michi-

gan AIDS cases so far are ascribed
to heterosexuals who are not IV
drug users, though Lawrenchuk
said that figure could understate
the risk to those in that group.

“1 -would caution people our
AIDS statistics are really a
snapshot of what was happening up
to 10 years ago,"” he said.

The study is considered more
telling, he said, because it traces
HIV, not full-blown AIDS, which
can take up to a decade to develop.

Presence of HIV, human immu-
nodeficiency virus, means a person
is likely to develop AIDS. Medical
experts say an HIV-infected person
can show no trace of the fatal dis-
ease for several years after infec-
tion. HIV is most commonly passed
to others through unprotected sex
or shared intravenous needles.

The Detroit Medical Center
study included blood samples taken
from January 1987 to October
1990

Of 10,627 samples tested, 0.96
percent tested positive for HIV —
1.32 percent of all samples taken
from mdles, 0.63 of those taken
from females.

By race, 0.79 percent of samples
taken from whites tested HIV-posi-
tive, compared with 1.08 percent of
samples taken from blacks. Nearly
two-thirds of DMC samples were
taken from blacks.

Samples were identified by age,
race and sex, though not by the pa-
tient’s name.

The CDC/DMC study, called Sen-
tinel Hospital and Seroprevalence
Study was issued June 28, 1991.

Wayne County has accounted for
54 percent of all Michigan AIDS
cases. The 1,407 AIDS cases report-
ed to date far exceed those of any
other Michigan county. Though
1,151 of those cases were reported
in Detroit, the 256 AIDS cases re-
ported in suburban Wayne County
communities exceeds the figure for
all counties but Oakland. To date,
there have been 269 AIDS cases re-
ported in Oakland County.
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who has two grandchildren who will
be moving into the district from out
of state later this year.

First elected in 1988, Graham of
Plymouth Twonship is running
again, not because she has a particu-
lar agenda, “But I just want to con-
tinue doing what I've been doing,
helping students and parents and
serving as a watchdog over what's
going on,” said Graham, who is em-
ployed at Meijer and served as a
trustee on one of Detroit's regional
school boards for six years in the
1970's.

“I decided to try it one more time.
A lot of people in the district need to
be represented with a different
voice, and I feel I have that voice. I
don't feel they're represented well
enough.”

In Graham's view, district leader-
ship is “doing a real good job com-
municating, but I think part of.it is
we may be communicating, but not
listening well enough. We are not
taking in the needs of all the people
in "the community,” Graham said,
adding she often hears from people
who want advice or assistance who

Grlham

feel uncomfortable
other school officials.

“I think in some respects, we are
foisting as a district our beliefs and
our values and imposing some of
those perhaps on people who would
prefer that they be the sole leaders
in their own families and guide their
children the way they want to be
guided. I think we've stepped into
the family role too far."

approaching

McCLENDON, A WORLD Health
Organization consultant and an em-
eritus professor in the University of
Michigan's School of Public Health,
said that if he runs again, he will be
‘‘very much interested in and com-
mitted to the idea of modernizing
technology and the full utilization of
technology in the teaching and learn-
ing process. That is on the cutting
edge of the future, and we've just be-
gun to learn the things you can do
with that.”

McClendon said he also is “very
much committed to the notion of

School employees

Continued from Page 1

“] come back to the idea that the
number one priority is to preserve
programs to keep as many staff as
possible. We want to keep as much of
the program as we can without af-
fecting students.”

RAY HOEDEL, associate superin-
tendent for business, said employees
have come up with “a lot of good ide-
as to save money. In fact, we have 25

FAMILY KARAOKE

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Starting Feb. 12 - 6-8 P.M.
ALL AGES - EVERYONE WELCOME

Monday-Thursday 4-9 P.M.

FAMILY SPECIAL
All Children

Ages 12 & Under

ONLYgg

SUNDAY - CHILDREN FREE
Per Adult Meal Purchase

e 1320 W. ANN ARBOR RD. - PLYMBUTH -
[Bet. Shaides & Main St}
4538-8190

el

fear for their jobs

areas, potential things we can look
into.” A price tag has yet to be at-
tached to the savings, Hoben said.

Trustee E.J. McClendon said these
are scary times for Plymouth-Can-
ton schools. “When inflation and sal-
aries continue upward and you get
hit with a freeze, it becomes an enor-
mous challenge, and it is scary when
there doesn't seem, at the moment,
to be any solution out there.”

FOR CHILDREN
MENU PER ADULT
MEAL PURCHASE

WANTED

Anyone wishing to
develop and improve:
* Good speaking and
~ presentation skills
« Ability to think quickly
and clearly on your feet
* Better listening talents
* Strong leaderl;‘iﬁp skills
- TOASTMASTERS CAN HELP!

Visit a Toastmasters club and begin
% improving your communication
tzﬂb today.

Allen Moore 422-8364
or

Marc Sullivan 455-1635

@
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McClendon

outcome-based education, looking
not at what you tended to teach, but
what students know when - they
leave.”

Improving student achievement
would continue to be a priority with
McClendon. “I disagree with some of
the critics. Achievement in Plym-
outh-Canton is not poor. Could it get
better? Yes, of course we can get
better. But the people singing about
disaster I think are somewhat mis-
taken.”

FARROW SAYS he has “close to
100 different reasons for running
that can be broadly put into three
categories.

“The firstis citizen's duty. I feel it
is the duty of every citizen to do
something outside their regular em-
ployment for the betterment of the
community. I'm quite interested in
education, so the school board is
what I have chosen,” said Farrow,
who has four children, aged 5-19.

“I'm extremely pleased with the
education my two older children

have received. I want to try to keep
that quality for the sake of my two
younger children who are in kinder-
garten and fourth grade at-Allen

“It sounds idealistic, but another
reason is that 1 want my children to
grow up in a better world than I live
in right now. I'm convinced educa
tion is the right way w save sume
affect on that.”

Farrow said his third reason for
running has to do with “a set of ideas
I think can be used to improve edu-
cation. What [ would view as a num-
ber-one priority would be to improve
communication. A second thing is we
need to work on getting the commu-
nity and schools to work together.

“One of the sort of harsh realities
we have to face is if we are going to

ty, we can't look to Lansing or Wash-
ington to do it for us. We have to do
it with the people and resources we
have right here.”

Farrow is an engineer/ nnovator
with Medar, Inc. of Farmington
Hills. Medar makes industrial pro-
cess control equipment and compact
disc inspection systems.

Nominating petitions are avail-
able for any registered voter in the
school district at the administration
office at 454 S. Harvey Street in
Plymouth. Trustees earn $30 per
meeting.

For more information, call elec-
tions clerk Bernice Nichols at 451-
3135.

Voters
confused

Continued from Page 1

“They think it (declaring a par-
ty affiliation) is an invasion of
privacy, that it's violating the
secrecy of the ballot,” Hulsing
said.

Still, she said, “It’s a help to be
able to just hand them a ballot,”
rather than determine if a voter
seeking to vote Republican has
already registered as a Republi-
can.
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to hear.

S. Put
Thin

your anger?

walk

9. Hug a pillow.
sing along.

think of.

IL 60690.

1
alternatives
to lashing out

at your Kid.

The next time everyday
pressures build up to the point
where-you feel like lashing
out—STOP! And try any of
these simple alternatives.

You'll feel better . . and so will your child.

1. Take a deep breath. And another.
Then remember you are the

2. Close vour eyes and imagine you're
hearirig what your chiid is about

3. Press your lips together and count
to 10. Or better yet, to 20

4. put your child in a time-out chair.
(Remember the rule: one time-out
minute for each year of age.)

ourself in a time-out chair.

about why you are angry: Is
it your child, or is your child
simply a convenient target for

6. Phone a friend.

7. If someone can watch the
chuclren go outside and take a

8. Take a hot bath or splash cold
water on your face.

10. Turn on some music. Maybe even

11. Pick up a pencil and write down as
many helpful words as you can

the list,

12. write for prevention information:
National Committee for Prevention
of Child Abuse, aox 2866L Chicago,

Amanda Olsen, 4, looks at her father, George, while they wait to have their

picture taken.

photos by SHERRIE BUZBY /staf! photographer

Dads, daughters
dance night away

T WAS A NIGHT just for a dad and his
daughter
For more the two hours on Friday 174
dads and daughters showed their best
dance steps at St. Thomas A'Becket Farnily Life
Center in Canton

The event was a St. Valentine's Day dance orga-
nized by the Knights of Columbus and open to fa-
thers and daughters who ranged in age from 3 to
18

It was the first one we've had,” said Ralph
DiFazio of Canton, who helped organize the
dance. He brought daughter, Deidre, 5

A disc jockey provided the music and “the girls
loved the oldies,” he said

Although the dance floor was crowded, there
was also time for picture taking.

“The girls loved it. I think they enjoyed being
out 'with their dads and away from their moth-
ers,” DiFazio said

And who can blame them?

School funding a

Engler says it must focus on equity

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Courts will take over the school
funding problem unless Michigan
achieves per-student equity, Gov.
John Engler warns

"“We've seen that happen in a num-
ber of states, and that's the worst
possible outcome for education,” En-
gler said in a wide-ranging inter-
view

In his second year in office, En-
gler said he's willing to abandon tax-
base sharing, a law tied up in the
courts, but insists school funding
needs to focus on per-pupil equity.

So he's advocating a “fair trade”

e Eliminate tax base sharing, un-
der which suburban school districts
share half the growth in their com-
mercial-industrial tax base.

® Let the state pump the Social
Security and retirement payments it
makes on behalf of school districts
into the state aid formula

Engler also would phase out sev-
eral special purpose grants. And he
would eliminate “recapturing” —
the process by which the state takes
back categorical aid to richer school
districts.

The governor said he has rejected
the idea of ending all categorical
aids. Some, such as special educa-
tion, are required by federal law.
Others are required by the Headlee
Amendment, which says the state
must pay for any programs it man-
dates from local government

Here are the questions and an-
swers

Q. Some out-of-formula school dis-
tricts are saying that if the state
cuts Social Security and retirement,
they may as well be “private.” The
state will bave no lever to require
the local district to do anything.

A. They recognize there are two
sources of funds for schools today —
local and state — and they're both
raised by taxes.

Because of the way we tax proper-
ty locally, there are
disparities between districts. If one
district has greater wealth than an-
other — side by side — they could be
raising dramnucllly different
amounts of money, even if the tax-
payers are paying the same number

of mills

We've raised the question, how
should the state use state funds?
Should we recognize you have these
inequities at the local level and com-
pensate for it? Or should we ignore
it?

The time has come that if taxpay-
ers are making the same local effort,
we should have the same opportunity
for every child in school. We've
changed the focus to the child rather
than on complicated formulas

Q. Rep. Bill Keith (D-Garden City,
chair of the House Education Com-
mittee, says in so many words that
he wants to eliminate categoricals
an: put the money into general state
ai

A. We've stopped short of recom-
mending that. There are certain ca-
tegoricals that, because of federal
requirements or the state’s responsi-
bilties under the Headlee Amend-
ment, the state finds itself commit-
ted to

Two are special education and
transportation. In special ed, al-
though we exceed the minimum re-
quirements of federal law, it's clear-
ly something where the state has a
special obligation. I accept that. The
same with transportation.

Q. Generally, it sounds like

want to beef up general school
and get rid of special items.

you
aid

‘The time has come
that if taxpayers are
making the same local
effort, we should have
the same opportunity
for every child in

school. We’ve changed
the focus to the child
rather than on
complicated formulas.’
—Gov. John Engler

A. Absolutely. One of the ecriti-
cisms — a fair criticism by local dis-
tricts — is that the state, by over-
emphasizing categoricals, has hand-
cuffed the districts and prevented
them from solving the educational
problems that are most urgent.

School districts have been saying
they want more freedom to inno-
ugte. They want to be able to do
what they know how — to teach kids
without the state telling them you
have to fit these rather tight defini-
tions

That's why we elect school boards.
I mean, if it's only to negotiate con-
tracts with teachers unions, then
we're completely failing in what
we're seeking in education.

We have a law that students, inﬂ

about three years, in order to get a
diploma endorsed by the state,
would have to meet minimum state
standards. We ought to give the dis-
tricts maximum flexibility.

There's considerable concérn over
tax-base sharing because that
reached out at the local districts’ lo-
cal revenue and said, “You'll have to
share some of the local revenue.”
That wasn't in my budget, as I pro-
posed it, but it came forth from the
Legislature, and I %igned it amid
much criticism and concern.

As we looked at the isgue, it was
clear that there was a different way
to approach it, and we ought to focus
on how we spend state dollars and
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Builders Square

Voc ed starts students off r|ght

A new store is scheduled to open
in Canton Thursday, Feb. 27.

Builders Squafé, a national chain
of warehouse-style home improve-
ment centers, will open at 11 a.m.
at its location at 42000 Ford Road.

Township officials will join
Builders Square staff and manage-
ment. for a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny

Builders Square was founded in
1983 as Home Centers of America.
Just over a year later, with nine
stores in the chain, the company
was purchased by Kmart corpora-
uon and its name changed to Build-

SALe-

coming to Canton

1983, according to Glen Mielke,
president and chief executive offi-
cer of Builders Square.

“Qur massive selection of home
improvement merchandise, brand-
names, superior customer service
and low discount prices have made
Builders Square a formidable force
in the home improvement indus-
try,” said Mielke. “While Builders
Square offers the convenience of a
modern warehouse, it still offers
the personalized service of an old-

sfashioned hardware store.”

Special events on grand opening
day will include hourly mer-
chandise giveways and a special

ers-Squa

The Canton Township store occu-
pies 80,000 square feet, includes a
Decor Center and offers name-
brand merchandise at. discount
prices. Over 30,000 items are
stocked in nine different depart-
ments including lumber, hardware,
paint, plumbing, electrical, garden,
seasonal, building materials and
kitchen cabinets. On the average,
each Builders Square store records
over 10,000 transactions per week.

Mark Henry is the store mana-
ger.

Several important features have
contributed to the growth of Build-
ers Square since it was founded in

appearance of !mmr
Fiberglass Pink Panther on Satur-
day and Sunday.

On Sunday, March 1, there will
be drawings for a $1,000 Shopping
Spree and a “Workshop" Prize
Package. There will also be special
drawings the next three Sundays
including a “Painter’s Paradise”
Prize Package, “Bath Remodeler”
Prize Package, “Total Organiza-
tion" Prize Package, and three
$500 Gift Certificates.

Builders Square stores are open
90 hours a week. Hours are from
7:30 am. until 9 p.m., Monday
Yhrough Saturday. Sunday hours
are9am. to6pm.

Pursell will seek re-election

Rep. Carl D. Pursell, R-Plymouth,
will seek re-election in the Second

District, as drawn in the state GOP

redistricting plan.

“Although we are awaiting final
court action on redistricting, it ap-
pears highly likely the Second Dis-
trict will include western Wayne
County and a large part of Oakland
County,” Pursell said.

“l1 have represented western
Wayne County for more than 20
years as a county commissioner,
state senator and congressman. The
people of the Plymouth-Northville-
Livonia area have been the base of
my support and I am confident this
tradition will continue.

“At the same time, I have contin-
ued to keep close ties with Oakland

INTER

County — having represented south-
ern Oakland as a state senator, and
being Michigan's only Republican on
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee," he said.

“I remain committed to my battle
against deficit spending — which is
one of the recurring concerns I hear
during my travels back home,” said
Pursell. The congressman has au-
thored two Republican spending
freeze budget plans and is a recog-
nized leader in the fight against busi-
ness as usual in Washington.

Pursell also is the Republican
chairman on the Health and Educa-
tion Appropriations Subcommittee,
where he oversees funding for the
nation’s education and health care,
treatment and research programs.

Continued from Page 1

NEMEC REMEMBERS having
Kristen Hallerman in a ninth grade
health class and seeing that Haller-
man wanted to pursue nursing as a
career. “She really wanted to go for
i

Health occupations students learn
about research and gain practice
with skills, Nemec said. They learn
such basics as what salaries to ex-
pect in a given field

“It really allows them to have
time for some change in thinking
about their career,” said Nemec, a

Livonia resident.  SUE
to gain some work experiem:e or ex-
perience for work.”

SOME STUDENTS put the knowl-
edge they've acquired in vocational
courses to use right away in part-
time jobs or volunteer work. Some,
such as Hallerman, go on to college,
and others go to work following high
school

Even those who don't go into
health-related fields benefit from
knowing such things as CPR. “'These
things are basic to everyday living,”
Nemec said

Courses and

career counseling

said Dorothy Sincock, special popu-
Jation coordinator for the school dis-
trict. Courses offered — robotics,
computer design and repair, auto
mechanics, welding and many others
— help students prepare for the
workplace of the future,

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Week is held each year to highlight
the vocational courses and services
available, said Sincock, a Plymouth
resident.
education

“I think wvocational

hem new More

yobs requxre training wday

More than 1,600 students are en.
rolled in training for the job skills
area in the Plymouth-Canton dis-
trict. Teachers and technicians work
with those students, helping them
succeed

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION'S
not necessarily what most people

over age 30 remember from their

own school days. It's changed ‘to
keep up with changes in the high-
tech workplace

‘We're doing OK,’ say mayor, supervusor

be accomplished wuh some very se-

viewing the proposed 199293 budg—

staff writer
The city faces challenges, “but
they're not insurmountable,” Mayor

Robert Jones told business leaders

Thursday.

And while the township is in good
shape financially, Supervisor Gerald
Law said the township tax rate “is
quite low,” adding it's “one thing we
have to look at” as development
growth slows in Plymouth Township

The occasion was the annual state
of the city and township address by
Jones and Law, before 75 business
leaders and residents at the May-
flower Meeting House

TALKS ON MERGING city and
township services drew more atten-

tion from Plymouth’'s mayor, who
said merging fire departments "can

PLEASE.

now
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gosiny BO
praciiesl
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1 complete  Beahih

T | jazzercise
_ Southfield
477-71787
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S ae e | 128-2445
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788-2445
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SHCILS  SPECIALS

Dining Table
Reg. $999. SALE $899.

Splathack Armchar
Reg. $359. SALE $329.

Introducing affordable furniture
that comes with a heritage
rather than assembly instructions.

While our new American
Impressions colicction o 1 tradition
ally designed s crafted in g tradanonal
way. hand fitted and hand hmshed

So even i you don ¢ have alot of
disposable income, vou don't have to
Live with dhisposable furniture

Mirror

Reg. $299. SALE $279.

Double Dresser

Reg $999 SALE $899.

Fnd Table

Reg $299 SALE $279.

Buffct
Reg. $999. SALE $899.
China

Reg. $1299-SALE $1199.

rious negotiations.’

Law meanwhile saved mention of
shared services for next to last, say-
ing, “We are willing to talk to local
units ~ of government, to try to
economize and make services more
efficient for taxpayers.” .

When an audience member asked
for more specifics on shared ser-
vices talks, Law said this was “‘an
easy concept to talk about but not
easy to accomplish.”

TALKS ON merging the two fire
departments have stalled over the
issue of what rank to assign city fire-
fighters brought into the township
fire department. To bring city fire-
fighters in at their current rank
would viclate the contract between
the township and its firefighters.

Jones said commissioners and city
manager Steve Walters were re-

McAuley
Breast
Care

et, and if items are UNNEeCesSd
“we're going to do away with them,”
he said. ‘

While the troubles of some promi-
nent city businesses have drawn at-
tention to Plymouth, “many malls
are feelmg the same pinch that we
are,” Jones said. “We have to have a
plan to retain-and attract new busi-
ness."”

YOUNG PEOPLE cruislng
around town in their cars “can’t be
stopped but must be kept under con-
trol,” he said, adding the city spends
more than $60,000 a year to deal
with cruisers.

“We are planning some refin-
ments that will hopefully provide
better control and less aggravation
for merchants and citizens,” Jones
said.

Law said townshipstaxes have

very good reasons
to schedule your next
mammogram with
McAuley Breast Care...

been kept low thanks to conunumg

velopment We commue to grow

. but not at the rate we did three, four

or five years ago,” Law said, adding
residents still demand good police
and fire protection, and that costs
tax money.

ON THE former St. John's semi-
nary property, “No one's approached
the- township formally with any pro-
posal,” he said.

Law said the township would re-
ject a large development there,
prefering “something as attractive
as what's there now.”

“We are in desperate need of
soccer fields,” he said, adding town-
ship officials are discussing a part-
nership with schools officials to cre-
ate more soccer fields on school
property

4
W Providing the hl hest quality breast

PLYMOUTH
Arbor Health Building
(313) 454-9830

ANN ARBOR
Reichert Health Building
(313) 572-5900

YPSILANTI
Washtenaw Med Arts Bldg
(313) 572-5900

v

care services

Appointments usually avail

able within

two weeks: evening and Saturday

appointments available

-Convenient locations in Ann Ar

Ypsilanti and Plymouth

he American

v and the State of Mich

Colleg

bor,

gan

Catherine
McAuley
Health System

y Catherine h Auley

McAuley Breast Care

== Schoolcraft College

Continuing Education Services
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March 18
March 25
April 1
April8 _

Making it “Big” in Small Business
. « « With Better Marketing |

____Market Planning for the Serious Business Professional
Are you Promoting Your Competition?

Marketing Research Made Simple
_Networking as a Powerful Promotional Tool

Seminars begin Wednesday evening, March 18, 1992 '
7:00-9:00 p.m. for 4 consecutive weeks

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE

y LIVONIA

Applied Science Building, Room AS375 i

$20 per seminar — %56 for all four

Making it "big”

in small business is

| marketing plans and activities of our

.
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Medical examiner sticks by murder ruling

_»snort note saying.

urphy
staff writer

Neither of the two women who
died in the presence of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian last October could have
taken their own lives without help,
according to the Oakland County
medical examiner who classified
their deaths as homicide. -

The women may bave taken ac-
tive roles in their own deaths, but
oeither could have commm,ed “sui-
cide by themselves, testified Dr. Lju-
bisa J, Dragovic, the medical exam-
iner who performed autopsies on
Marjorie Wantz and Sherry Miller
and signed their death éertificates

Testifying Saturday at Kevorki-
an's preliminary examination on
murder charges, Dragovic said fo-
rensic pathology does not address

P Y stedsu de—Tha
contradiction in terms.” z

And in the case of Wantz and Mil-
ler, the person or persons who set up
the complex system enabling each to
take her own Jife committed homi-
ride, testified Dragovic

The medical examiner was a key
witness in the examination of Kevor-
kian Friday and Saturday in Roches-
ter District Court = before Judge
James P Sheehy

The examination is scheduled to
continue today although no ruling is
expected for weeks. Sheehy can rule
a crime was committed — and order
Kevorkian into circuit court for pos-
sible trial

Or, he can dismiss the charges, as
a Clarkston District judge did in
1990 when Kevorkian was accused of
murdering Janet Adkins

LAST OCT. 23 is the night Wantz,
58, from the Benton Harbor area,
and Miller, 43, of Roseville, died in a
remote cabin in the Bald Mountain
Recreation Area in Oakland Town-
ship. Kevorkian has admitted assist-
ing each in taking her life

During the three hours Dragovic
was on the witness stand, there was
an und.er('urrent of ammosuy be-
Geoffrey .\ Fteger, who prevnousl;.
suggested the medical examiner was
unduly pressured by the prosecution

Fieger repeatedly asked if Wantz
and Miller would have died if each
had not taken a final step — Wantz
activating the machine that injected
a fatal sodium chloride and Miller
turning the valve admitting carbon

. monoxide gas into the mask over her

face

Spotlight brings out

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

There have been no proposals of
marriage as with the man con-
victed as the notorious “Hillside
Strangler” in southern California.

% And no amorous women were
Murking in the court corridors — as
=during the sanity hearings of Jeffrey
ahmer
= But ‘Doctor Death" has his admir-
=ers, including four teenagers who
wdentified themselves as “the Ro-
wchester girls,” Sarah, Valerie, Jen
aand Fess
*+ During his examination on murder
~charges Saturday in Rochester Dis-
“rict Court, “the Rochester girls”
sgave Dr Jack Kevorkian a single,
Jong-stemmed rose, along with a
you'll al-
:ivays have our support.”
= 1 don't know who they are”

*Kevorkian said. “But 1 chatted with -

sthem during ‘a break. They're very
nice."”

AND THEY weren't the only ones
with kind words for the, retired
pathologist charged in the Oct. 23

deaths of Marjorie Wantz and Sherry
Miller

On several occasions during the
examination Friday and Saturday,
Kevorkian was asked to autograph
his book, “Prescription: Medicide.”

Both times Kevorkian went to
lunch at the Olive Garden Italian
Restaurant, about a block away
from Rochester District Court, the
waitresses favorably acknowledged
his presence, according.to Michael
A Schwartz, a West Bloomfield law-
yer who is one of his defense attor-
neys

“Today (Saturday) one of the wai-
tresses asked for his autograph.’
said Schwartz. “Yesterday. the wait-
ress said it is 'an honor' to take our
food order.”

Even one of the prosecution’s wit-
nesses admitted having some regard
for Kevorkian. James M. Brown, an
Orion Township fire fighter, said on
Oct. 23 he was one of the first people
to arrive at the secluded cabin in the
Bald Mountain Recreation Area af-
ter the deaths of Wantz and Miller

In response to questions from as-
sistant prosecutor Larry Bunting,

It was Irrelevant thal each woIrman
might have wanted to die, said Dra-
govic. The actions of either woman
would not have necessarily ended
thefr lives if each had not been
hooked up to a complex system de-
signed for death

The person who set up those sys-
tems committed homicide, be insist-
ed

Is the person who sells rope used
by someone to hang himself commit-
ing homicide? asked Fieger

No, said Dragovic But the person
who ties the rope around the neck of
someone precariously perched on a
stool does, even if that person wants
to hang himself

Dragovic bristled at Fieger's sug-
gestion someone else possibly
sheriff’s \gt William Har\e\ or Pro-

secut frF1 T

enced his findings

the deaths homicide,”
“nobody

‘1 ruled
Dragovic said repeatedly,

else influenced myv decision.”
Fieger sometimes almost
smirking, and other times on the

verge of rage — tried to suggest the

medical examiner's approach, and

definition of homicide, was unique
and somehow not acceptable

admirers

Brown said as he was waiting for
sheriff’s deputies to allow him into
the cabin he recognized Kevorkian
What happened”” asked Bunting
I went aver and shook his (Kevor-
kian's) hand,” said Brown

KEVORKIAN SAID he has
received "hundreds” of phone calls
+ June 1990, when he kicked off
public debate .on the right to die by
helping Alzheimer's patient Janet
Adkins énd her own life

All but two have been suppor-
tive,” he said. “"Most people agree
that if it's done correctly, assisting a
suicide can be beneficial ™

Throughout his numerous inter-
Views =4
ternational television and cthers for
local newspapers — Kevorkian said
he is a confirmed bachelor and has
been throughout his 63 years

Asked about romantic overtures
since becoming a household figure,
Kevorkian responded, “There ha-
ven't been any."

After a pause he added with a
smile, “I think it's the nature of the
notoriety ¥

sin
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What
did you do
today?

Thursday, January 25, 1990

my sisters went down’to the ’,

vith the disabled kids.

“ Me d]‘td

center to play w

You know,

Beth Kerby

Tuesday, January 23, 1990

“ All of us in the class called the old people ,’
in our neighborhood to see if they were
okay and if they needed anything.

Amy Hoffman

Thursday, December 7, 1989
“.\\lt}‘ the help of the police, we cleaned ,,

up a park today. Not only litter, but the
drug dealers and their drugs

Thelma LaStrapp

»

Wednesday, December 13, 1989
66 offered to pay college tuition for the 99

« eighth grade class if they stayed in

to just be with them

¢
, OO

Dr. Jack Kevorkian
(left) and one of his
attorneys, Michael
Schwartz of West
Bloomfield, prepare to
leave the Rochester
Hills district courtroom
Friday during the lunch
break.

OAKLAND MALL
585-6631

LIVONIA MALL
471-1140

LAKESIDE MALL
566-2039

= All Wicker Baskets
*Leewards’ Art Prints
*Special Selection of Silk Flowers

NGt avasiaDie 91 aK sSOres

*Designer Jewelry Supplies
By Darice

OAII Wall & Poster Frames

-All Puzzles
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1““"““\"- something every entrepreneur plansfor, | country's leading businesses  You will <chooi and didn’t do drugs BUY 1 GE r 1 FREE'
G Mt oSN . : SChNC ) drug =
but few actually accomplish during | learn techniques to create innovative 3 ¢ > EONESYR Special Selection
difficult economic times. If you want to | practical, and cost-effective marketing Lace By-lhe-hrcl

Ewing Kauffman
achieve much than merely AA
"surviving” our current recession, this
series will teach you how with better
marketing! Learn aboy¥'the decision-

making process and tools that drive the

more strategies for your new or existing business
If you are an owner, manager, or would-
be entrepreneur, you cannot afford to miss

this unique opportunity to get your business

%
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ET lomﬁl

where you want it! There are many problems facing every com 20"'x 30" White
3 munity in America. But because there are
S “To open a business, very easy; 0 Instructor Mary DiPaolo is more E\(-UP!C than problems, things will get
S Y ”
: - keep it open flicult. . . ;
Reg $949. SALE $799. Queen Size g AR o e A open, ve"yAdrf n'a” the Small Business Columnist for done. All you have to-do is something. Do :
= H.O Mt HIERIVO RS e The Observer & Eccentric - N 5515 Skinny & P Easter Porcelai
anything. To find out how, call 1(800) 6775515 nny Udgy aster Forceiain

Newspapers, marketing
consultant and owner of
Marke Trends, and cable
television producer.

Contetti Yarn Muslin Bunnies Village Houses

12999299 5.99.

WINTER SALE EVENT NOW IN PROGRESS

820 W. Eisenhower 15700 Middlebelt Rd 50170 Van Dyke

Ann Arbor, MI 48106 Livonia, MI 48154 Utica, MI 48087-2429
(313) 995-5585 (313) 261-7780 (313) 254-5260

M. T W 10-5:30 M, TH.F 10-9-00

POINTS OF LIGHT

TH, FR 109 vy gt -3 T.W.S 10-5:30 v F O U N D A T 1

. SAT. 10:5:30 b Ko s SUN. 123 To register, or for more detailed seminar descriptions, please call Schoolcraft College Continuing Education ‘ e R
SUN. 125 Services, at (313) 462-4448 or MarketTrends at (313) 344-0088. Registration must be completed one week o © s OMETHING GO OD reEt SOMET HING o

© 199 Kihan Allen Inc. All prices arg manufacturer's saggested retail prices effective through 3/15/92 prior to start of classes







