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Historic home: We take a look in-
side another historic home./3A

Pay cuts: Teachers and school ad-
ministrators should forgo pay in-
creases to help the district deal
with an expected $5.6 million
budget shortfall./ 13A

Relays winner: The Plymouth

Canton girls won the Stafford Re-
“lays ¢hampionship in-track-and

field Saturday at Walled Lake.

Also, the annual Mangan Meet _
was Tuesday./1B

Title clincher: Plymouth Canton
tied Northuille in girls soccer
Monday night, but that was
enough for the C iefs to clinch
first place in the Western
Division./1B

New life: Optical Imaging Systems |
of Troy is singing a happier tune ;
thanks to an infusion of cash from
Guardian Industries and securing
some lucrative contracts in the lig-
uid crystal'display field./12B

Let there be lighting: Michigan
Chandelier and its current chair- 1
man, son-of the founder, celebrate
their 80th birthdays./12b -

SUBURBAN LIFE

A new family style: For some
grandparents, enjoying their
grandchildren has taken on a new |
meaning as they assume responsi- |
bility for raising their children’s l
children./1C \
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Home and Garden li: This special

section provides a healthy serving
of hints for sprucing up your home
and garden this spring.

‘Hail, top students!: Members of
the 1992 Observer Academic All-
Star Team talk about their college
and career plans.
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By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

Voters -in  the Plymouth-Canton
school district will be asked to. open
their wallets even wider if a consensus
reached by the school board is approved
as expected Monday, May 11.

Trustees informally agreed on Mon-
day to seek 1.5 mills for oge year to less-
en the impact of next year’s projected
$5.6 million revenue shortfall.
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on the millage increase 15 expec

5

THURSDAY, MaY 7, 1992 » CANTON, MICHIGAN 108 PAGES
Ve

Schools eye 1.

Faced with a $5.6 million revenue shortfall, the Plym-
outh Canton school board wants to puta 1.5 mill prop-
the June 8 ballot. A final decision

ted on May 11.

The levy would raise about $2.8 mil-
lion, meaning that spending cutbacks
would still be necessary. Staffing cuts
would save about $1.6 million.

The board |aink~slipped 156 teachers
and proposed across-the-board cuts.
Teachers, in the secorid year of a three-
year pact providing pay increases of T,
6, and 7 percent, are being asked to ac-
cept & 2-percent pay cut next year.

Teachers also have been offered an
early retirement package. The incentive

etuer

5

could save the district $2 million if a
minimum 35 staffers agree to the settle-
ment package.

“This is a very painful process for ev-

eryone,’’  said Trustee Dean
Swartzwelter, “It’s painful for adminis-

tration; it's painful for staff, it's painful
for all empldyees; it's painful for us as
board members; and it's painful for the
community. But in times like this, it's
just another one of the painful things
we all have to go Yhrough. It’s not. easy
for anyone.”

Contributing to the projected deficit
are legislative. actions including * the
property tax freeze; tax-base sharing:
and a cap on Social Security payments
to districts by the state. Lawmakers are

- mind. Check it out.
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"On a short fugue

Folks forget the wildest things

BY RALPH ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

Mayflower Hotel Creon
Smith remembers a man who gave his
right leg to stay at the Plymouth hotel.

Unfortunately, the leg was an artifi-
cial one and had to be returned. “He
left in a wheel chair and had to come
back and get the leg.” Smith said. “1
guess he had to stand and realized he
was missing w_nmelhmg."

While most of us have never lost any-

CO-OWner

thing as interesting as & leg (See Ronald
Heagan in “King's Row"}, everyone has
lost something, sometime, somewhere,
and the somebody who finds it often
works at a local business.

Marie Foote, Mayflower's front desk
manager, reports finding sirline tickets,
dentures, (once it was $275),

“You name it, they
leave it behind,” she said

At Johnson's Restaurant on Ford
Road in Canton, waitress Wilda John-
ston found a woman’s diary, but didn’t
read it. “It was locked,” Johnston
lamented. 1 was tempted though.”

Another Johnson's waitress, Kelly
(who declined to give her surname), re-
ported finding & diner’s dental retainer
Waitress Mary Norris said she once
discovered & partial plate someone had
left behind

The Tost-and-fourrd box at Johnson's
currently contains 2 jacket, two hats
and one glove. "It's usually full, over
filling,” Kelly revealed.

And spesking of gloves, people seem
always to lose them one at a time. Wai-
tresses, barmaids and clerks all owver
town seidom find two gloves, or ear
rings. As yet, the federal government
hasn't commissioned a blue-ribbon

money

clothes, shoes, etc
"
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Lost and found: Canton police property officer Carol Luelleman

needs a computer to keep track of all the lost

stuff in the proper

ty room, including 45 bicycles and th is gigantic Santa Claus

¥

behind Santa.

Firry CENTS

o 1982 Suburtan Commymications Corporabion

considering proposals calling for dis-
tricts to assume all Social Security and
retirement costs for employees.

Ray Hoedel, associate superintend-
ént for Wusiness and finance, recom-
mended that the board ask voters to ap-
prove & 1.46-mill increase to cover oper-
ating expenses for one year and make
cuts, rather than ask for a higher levy.

“Some districts have chosen to go for
a larger millage increase and no cuts. I
think it's unfair to ask people to go fora
millage increase with no cutbacks,” he
said.

See TAX, 2A

400 ride
against
child
abuse

By Raypsi ECHTINAW

* STAFF WRITER

Although it will nevez be confused
with the Tour De France, Canten’s
Magic Ride bicycie touring, fund-rais
ing activity fest will occur Saturday
with more than 400 locals propelling
their machines across hill and dale.

This year's preregistration numbers
have already exveeded 1991's tot.u, ac
cording to organizer Ricki Becker

But don’t despair. if you haven't al
ready registered. Just take your pedal
-ing machine to Canton Township hali
on Canton Center Road between 7 and

= FUND-RAISER

11 a.m. Saturday and you will be ac-

commodated for the medium-size fee of
$15. Children uw. T
parent. ‘
_"Proceeds, than $20,000 last
vear, will be given W the Child Abuse
and Neglect Council of Qakland Coun-
ty, Child Advocacy Network of Monroe
County, Washtenaw Area Council for
Children and the Out Wayne County
Couricil on Child Abuse and Neglect
Riders may chose between
course lengths this year

12 must ride with a

more

four
If you're a

piker hiker,  try the four-mile- circuit.
Otherwise, shoot for the 14-,°29-, 0T 50-
mile courses. .
Canton resident Bruce Patterson, will
participate in the Magic Ride for the

third time. But
miles,”
bought a new bike
easier.”

“1 only ride four
he admitted. “I'm. a wimp. 1
last vear to make it
Patterson said he raised about $100
in pledges in each of the Jast two vears

Canton Community Foundation Di
rector Bill Joyner also plans to pedal
himself around town Saturday_for the
first time in Magic Ride's three-year
history in Canton For the first two
years he was part of the vrganizational
staff.

B ‘We're really tickled
to have 400 (riders) com-
ing to town.’
- — Bill Joyner
Canton Community Fou ndation

Joyner hopes o complete 5-10 miles
vhut 1 don't think my weary
going to last much more than that The
last time 1 was on & bicycle was in

1972."

body . is

Jayner is ohviously proud of the in
creasing popularity of Magic Ride
“We're really tickled to have 400 (rid
ers) coming to tow n,” he said “(Outsid
ers) can see not only the development
but the wide open spaces (Canton) is
known for.”

Other celebrity riders include Obsers-
er Editor Jeff Counta, state Rep. Jim
Kosteva, D-Canton, Wayne County
Prosecutor John O'Hair, Plymouth
commissioners Jerry Vorva and Dennis
Shrewsbury, Canton Supervisor Tom
Yack and Wayne County Executive Ed
McNamara.
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and say, is it our'mission to teach or the salary cut is agreed upon, he i@ & Cat Crooming ‘o 5

agreed, but said, “What we are to get our kids to and from school? said. ‘o ! Free Pickups & Dellvery ‘e
doing is putting a band aid oh e Is this a political concern?”, Errol Goldman, executive director 29 ' First Time Customers z

. ., LR T 2 Z : i@ Only i®
problem that will be back on the I think it's a political issue as for employee relations, told the g Mewwm== ~
table in a' year.” Hoben expects far as parents are concerned,” board he hopes to have some infor- ;. Visitors entire stock
state legislators will continue hit- Hoben said. “Boards that have mation on teacher concessions and  » Welcome by s vewn * excluding '/a off rack
ting out-of-formula school districts _tried that have been the subjects of retirement by Monday. Board Pres- “®. 5625 5. sheidon . Desi

= - : g
with funding cuts. recall effarts. _ ident David Artley said he supports 3 “ﬁf‘”‘;mm ¥ e FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
“It's a bleak picture. We are going Leaving elementary and middle “putting it (the millage proposal) i® 1-275) i® MAY 8* MAY 9%

to look at some other means of get-, school busing intact and discon- straight out there so there is no con- {9 397-2740 H ) M NORTHWILLE HOURS CANTON
ting the job done with less money, tinuing high school busing would fusion.” Bal

but it's a serious situation,” Hoben
said‘

" “As much a: we hammer on
them, there dc+sn’t seem to be
much concern on the part of the leg-

Juture.”

Prustee Car! Battishill, a teacher

n another distiict, asked adminis-
trators to explain why transporta’
tion is being held harmless.

1 have  tough time laying off 94
teachers (about 66 of the 156 pink-
slipped teachers are expected to be
called back); five administrators;
wimerous aides and special educa-
rion staff and not. laying off anyone
n transportarion Maybe we have to
get back te our mission statement

represent an estimated $217,000 in
savings.

Swartzwelter “said he supports
“keeping something in reserve. As
we know from past experience, (the
futare could bring) something even
worse than our current worst case
scenario. In my view, the high
school transportation thing is one
of the things I'd consider holding in
reserve.”

Trustee Roland Thomas said he
favors “laying it (the millage pro-
posal) out for the community.”

It may be that the district won't
have to levy the entire millage if

enough teachers retire early and if

Fugue from page 1A

Battishill said he wouldn't be op-
timistic about the chances of a 3-
mill proposal passing, “but a 3-mill
increase would retain the same ser-
vices the district receives now.” In
other states, the electorate votes on
the school budget, he said. “Per-
haps it’s time to ask our people to
make some choices about how they
want their kids educated.”

While the district’s financial pic-
ture will remain hazy until the leg-
islature adopts its budget in Sep-
tember or October, schools by law
must adopt a balanced budget by
July.1. For a millage proposal to ap-
pear on the June 8 ballot, the board
must act by May 11.

panel te study this mysterious wearing turned up one day in some- Budweiser, a bottle of wine, a 3
phenomenon one’s pocket. She has also found re-  stuffed animal, four plastic snow- DKNY JEANS

Helen Morley has been a barten-
der at Plvmouth's Box Bar for eight
years. "You name it, they lost it,”
<ne said. “Anything you can think

they probably lose it.”

n fact, Morley found a pair of de-

ceipts, Kleenex-and hankies, among
other stuff. 3

Sherri Lormann, & waitress at
Nancy's Coney Island on Sheldon
Road, reports finding sunglasses,

men, two Santa Clauses, two bags
of reefer, a package of M&M candy
and 45 bicycles.

“A lot of it is property that citi-
zens turn in,” property officer Carol
Luelleman said. “Sometimes the of-

ioioip®ioininioi®ini

s

A3311 Joy Rat

Covertry Commons
458-1566

INTRODUCING

FOR SPRING

Restored: Sharon Pugh and her family did plenty of work on the home.

Old house captures fancy of

By JAN JONES

music lessons in the area. In his

STAPF PHOTOS BY Bill BRESLER

peted to showcae the heauty of the

Carpets out: The Pughs removed the carpeting
to expose the original red pine floor.

returning ‘Townies”

polished stone top that the Pughs
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with new_challenges and opportuni-
ties.”

With township trustee Smith
Horton also dropping out_of the su-
pervisor race, the candidate list has
been narrowed to three: trustee
John Stewart, Kathleen Keen-

other than come here in the past
year and be one of the commission-
‘ers running the project. I can 't even
take credit for the project.”

Law said he’d been thinking
about another job “off and on the
last couple of months, in the last

be ready. The delay isn't good for
the child, the system or parents-to-
be.” the Bloomfield Township
adeptive father said.

. “I.Learned a lot of questions [
should be asking,” said Oakland
Probate Judge Joan E. Young, an-

One unstated theme for Engler
and Binsfeld, both pro-life, is to en-
courage adoption as an alternative
to abortion for teens.

Michigan records about 136,000
births in a typical year, 65,000 abor-
tions and some 4,000 adoptions. In

“The number of children becom-
ing wards of the state and entering
the system is now 1,600 a year. The
current adoption rate in Michigan
for state wards is 1,200 adoptions a
year.

B ‘People are going to

McCarthy, and Stephen Boak. month pretty seriously.”
The filing deadline for candidates id th . : "
e M po:‘ is May 12. “I'm not. 'H(}ssaxc;:he rgce;’ntp&:xnno;nc:me;t i 10 HANGmG' other commission member. Her recent decades, abortions and out- “Projecting an incremental in- pa held accountable
going .o support wngbody:” Law w}oulci 05 spe.ekvar; e]ec:in ;ffae‘cte; : BASKETS | court handles termination of paren-  of-wedlock births haye soared while ~crease of 400 children anpually who for the time it takes.’
: i ' : S : S : tal custody rights adoptions have dropped. are not adopted, there will be 5,000 .
said. his thinking ~ ' - 4 ) . g AEER
- 3 = P . “Once a child is available, what Half those adoptions are “relat- children awaiting adoptive families Don Marengere
In recent months, Law and other “Many of the same feelings that ' $2 OO 0ff| happens then? What has been done ed” — a husband adopting his in the year 2000," said Miller, read- e 'f:ft’rlr
to place the child in a permanent, wife's children by a previous mar- — VHHW#_A Presirs
See y 7

“trustees had come under fire from
township residents after allegations
were made that the Western Town-
ships Utilities Authority had in-
curred cost overruns, and some con-
nected to the township board had
been employed by the project.

Those making allegations “have
played loose with a lot of facts,”
Law said.

“Three township boards (North-

Congressman Pursell expressed had
been on my mind for some time. I
do not believe that anyone should
stay permanently on the govern-
ment payroll.”

Law said the decision not to run
was extremely difficult, but added
he had no regrets.

Law, 47, said he is proud of his
record as an elected official, and of
his efforts to reduce taxes and re-

BiLy BRESLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gerald Law: "It is time to move on to a new career with
netw challenges and opportunities.”

in the township. “I look forward to
being active in the community and
continuing to work- to make Plym-
outh Township 'a better place to
he said.

duce the cost of government and
support programs that improve ed-
ucation for students.

An 18-year resident, Law said he

and his family will continue to live live,”

S CRIME .

$18,000 in equipment stolen from tractor dealer

Police suspect a former employeé
of Canton Tractor Sales in the April
30 theft of $18,500 worth of equip-
ment and a 1989 Ford F350 stake

THREATENED
SUICIDE

officers went to the scene where a cordless phone and trashing the

Byrum talked the man out into the
driveway, One officer then “took the
subject to the ground,” the report

place
The thief tipped over the enter
tainment center with television and

| HuweﬂngAnnleask(tsl
"chmmmBegauas

Canton palice received a phone
call from Michigan Bell at- 4 a.m.
last Sunday and were asked to han—
dle a call from a man in on Hannan"

truck with trailer from the Michi-
gan Avenue business.
According to police, the thief

says, while another officer applied
(he handcuffs.

The man was taken to the Psy-
chiatric Interverition Center in

videotape recorder still in it. A chair
and some curtain rods were broken,
Clothing was thrown around the

place

and GARDEN CENTER

loving home? What should the de-

riage.

Panel calls for more child health coverage

Health insurers should be re-

guired to treat adopted children

just like birth children — cover
them the day they enter the home,
Lt. Gov. Connie Binsfeld’s panel on
adoption says

“That wiil take legislation,” said
Rinsfeld. “We have children with
special needs. They're not covered
by insurance companies in the first
year until the adoption is ﬁnai It
will add an expense to insurance.”

Children with pre-existing condi-
tions would also be covered under
the proposal

State Rep. Maxine Berman, D-

Southfield, has sponsored bxlls w
require health insurance coverage of
‘adoptive children. They have been
resisted by some insurers. Endorse-
ments by Gov. John Engler and
Binsfeld should help move the bills.

Only a few of the 67 recommenda-
tions by the Binsfeld Commission
will require changes in state law.
Here are some:

e Adding computers to avoid
paperwork in the children’s services
systems.

L] Prohlbmng for-profit adoption
agencies. “I have a problem with
people placing children for financial

——

*W).

MARGOLIS

9600 Cherry Hill Rd. + Ypsilant

482-0771

gain,” said member Don
Marengere.

@ Making DSS rules to regulate
adoption “facilitators” — doctors,
attorneys, clergy, etc.

e Expanding efforts by placing
agencies to recruit . relatives and
family members for adoption place-
ment

o Encouraging

panel

colleges to train

counselors, social workers and. psy-
chologists |
particularly the need for adoption

® Training of all adoption work
ers in “homestudy” — the assess
ing of potential adoptive parents

@ Training caseworkers -about
adoption subsidies Qakland Pro

mochl ild welfare i1ssues
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loaded two lawn tractors, two gar-
den tractors, one snow thrower,
three mower decks and some parts
into the truck and treiler using the
company's fork-lift.

Police were told the keys to the
stake truck have been missing since
the suspect was fired April 24. Chaplain Wayne Byrum and five

'g Tveffre ourjyest. ’4'@

/f Custom Made Mother ngs\\

Police found a note on the kitch-
en counter that said, “funny pay-

I back.” The woman told police the
note was in her ex-boyfriend’s
handwriting. A neighbor told police
she saw the ex-boyfriend leave the Y {
house that day. ! y §

Westland.

BREAK-IN

A woman living in the 1300 block
of Stacey told police last Saturday
that she suspects her ex-boyfriend
of breaking into her house, stealing

Mon.-Sat. 8-6. Sun. 10-5

NURSERY, INC. 2222, o s

Since 1926 « Residential - Commercial « Industrial

Road who said he was going to kill
himself.

The man-told police he was dis-
traught because his ex-wife had
adopted his children. He said he
had a gun pointed at his héad.

Mon.-Sat. 99, Sun. 10-6 9900 Ann Arbor Road
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