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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
School funding: The wraps are 
coming off a year-long effort by 
state lawmakers to abolish local 
school property taxes and replace 
them with higher state income and 
single business tax rates./5A 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Forever Plaid: 'Forever Flaid 
a bright and giddy musical about 
the guy groups of the 1950s. 
Groups like, the FuuTFi eshmuri, 
Four Aces, Four Lads, and their 
memorable songs like "Moments 
to Remember," and "No, Not 
Much."/ 7B 

Tennis tourney: Plymouth Salem 
qualified for the state finals in 
girls tennis after placing second in 
regional competition./IB 

Hoop showdown^Plymouth Can-
ton and Livonia Stevenson met on 
the basketball court Tuesday in a 
key WLAA girls contest./IB 

New train speeds improvements 
m 

The new high speed trains that will be running be-
tween Detroit and Chicago will yield a bonus to Can-
ton Township, improvements to rail crossings. Some 
crossings will be moved above or under existing road-
ways. 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI . 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

A high-speed train will one day 
whiz through Canton Township on its 
way to Detroit from Chicago. But 
even better for the township are the 
accompanying improvements at rail-
way-road crossings. 

"To run trains fast, you have a ma-
jor problem with how they interact 
with the existing grade crossings," 
said Scott Hercik, acting administra-
tor for the intercity passenger divi-
sion of the Michigan Department of 
Transportat ion. 

Those simple crossings, such as at 

Haggerty Road, will be improved in 
one of three ways. Either a crossing 
will be closed, consolidated with 
other crossings or will be separated 
where the railway will be above or un-
der the road, Hercik sa id 

The need to improve the crossings 
along the Chicago-Detroit corridor is 
a safety essential with the fast-mov-
ing trains. The average train now 
travels anywhere from 50-80 mpb. 
High-speed trains will travel at ap-
proximately 125-150 mph. 

Township Supervisor Tom Yack 
acknowledged that the three town-
ship crossings — Haggerty, Sheldon 

and Hannon roads — in themselves 
aren't bad. "None of them are very 
well-traveled." The Haggerty crossing 
in fact had pret ty good sight 
clearance. 

Nonetheless, the thought of possi-
bly separating the roadway from the 
railroad tracks pleases Yack. "I think 
that 's the best thing." 

Over a six-year period, state money 
will be used in conjunction with more 
than $7 million in federal money to 
make the necessary grade crossing 
improvements, Hersic said. 

See TRAIN, 2A 

promote 
pizza 
B Y DIANE GALE 
S T A F F W R I T K R 

SPORTS 

BUSINESS 

Image makers: Businesses are 
unable to put a value on their 
identity, but without one they lack 
a means of communicating who 
they are and what they sell./ 1C 

Dial for election news 
Find out the latest information on this year's 

election by dialing Election Line beginning on 
Monday, Oct. 26. 

By dialing 953-2024 you will hear a recap on 
who is running for what offices and the endorse-
ments made by our staff of editors at the Observer 
& Eccentric. Th i s information will be available 
through election day. 

Beginning, on Nov. 4, by dialing that same 
phone number, you will find out the latest in elec-
tion returns. You will receive complete returns in 

J o c a l electipns and state ballot issues. T h e Oh 
server & Eccentric also will provide you with infor-
mation on how your hometown voted in the na-
tional sweepstakes for president. 
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them. 
Dale Mickelson will be giving away five pumpkins with faces painted on 

One good thing about all the rain 
this summer is tha t the free pump-
kins Dale Mickelson is giving away, 
as a promotion to his pizza busi-
ness, are bigger than ever before. 

The small and medium pumpkins 
that he would have purchased in the 
past rotted from too much moisture, 
.he said. Some of the big ones that 
survived made it to the front of 
"Dolly's Pizza" on Lilley south of 
Joy in Canton. 

"The price almost doubled this 
year for the pumpkins," Mickelson 
-—Id. • - • - - _. . 

More than one ton of pumpkins, 
home grown from Bordine's farm in 
Canton, decorate the front window 
of his Golden Gate Shopping Mall 
business. 

Everyone who makes a pizza order 
of more than $6 gets a free pumpkin. 
And those people who fill-out an ap-
plication can win a painted squash 
in a'weekly drawing. There 's no pur-
chase necessary. 

Five painted pumpkins, with 
faces from the funny to the ghoul-
iah, will be given away weekly. 

"Everyone has. a different prefer-
ence," Mickelson said. "I try to keep 
a good variety. The oddest shaped 
pumpkins are the most fun to work 
with." 

A grand prize 250 pound pumpkin 
will be picked randomly from the 
applications on Saturday. 

"A lot of people stop and want to 
know how to get (the pumpkins), 
according to Mickelson adding that 
he gave away 2.5 tons of pumpkins 
last year. 

"I have to admit it 's good for busi-
ness, but it's a l6t 6f flln," he said. 

Mickelson paints the pumpkins 
along with his three children, Con-
nie, 16; Scott, 14 and Tina, 12. They 
also work at Dolly's along with their 
mother, Jo. 

The Livonia residents have been 
painting and selling pumpkins for 
five years. 

"I t 's surprising tha t being an a r t ^ 
is.t has helped out in this business" 
Mickelson said. 

Teacher charged with hitting student 
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S T A F F W R I T K R 

Robert Gale, a veteran teacher, 
pleaded not guilty Tuesday in 35th 
District Court to charges he struck a 
s tuden t ' a t Fa r rand Elementary 
School. 

Judge John MacDonald set a pre-
trial hearing date of Nov. 9 and re-
leased Gale on $500 personal bond. 
The misdemeanor carries a maximum 
penalty of 90 days in jail and/or a 
$500 fine. 

"This involves a basic problem be-

COURTS 
tween a student and a teacher," said 
Plymouth Township Police Chief 
Carl Berry. The mother of third-
grader Alexander Parsons filed the 
complaint. 

Ann Kuhn, Farrand principal, in-
vestigated the family's charges and 
found no cause for action against 
Gale. 

"We must presume Mr. Gale is in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court 

of law. 
tice is all about," said Errol Gold-
man, assistant superintendent for 
personnel and employee relations. "If 
he is proven guilty, we will take ap-
propriate disciplinary action within 
our ability to do so." 

Maryann Ligato-Freydl, Gale 's 
union representative with the Michi-
gan Education Association, said, 
"Never has such an allegation been 
made about Mr. Gale in his 25 years 
of teaching, and he absolutely denies 
ever striking this child. Mr. Gale is 

to his day in court 
where he is confident his innocence 
will be established. 

"The student claims that the inci-
dent occurred in front of the whole 
class. Mr. Gale says that he merely 
moved the s tudent 's desk away from 
his friend, which upset the student -
and his friend." 

The incident allegedly occurred 
Oct. 1 and was reported Oct. 11. 

The police report filed by the stu-
dent 's mother says the incident oc-
curred on the way back from recess. 
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Pursell: High tech grant awarded fairly 
B Y M . B . DILLON 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, says he's 
satisfied there were no improprieties involved in 
the awarding of a $6 million grant to a Texas 
school district by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. 

PTymouth-Canton Community Schools ap-
plied for the grant and was optimistic about its' 
chances of receiving it. 

Among others, Plymouth-Canton Superin-
tendent John Hoben contended the sward was 
politically-motivated in an election year. 

The General Accounting Office, a watchdog 
government agency in Wsshington D.C., has 

been asked by members of Congress to look into 
charges tha t the grant, and s second awsrd thst 
went to Ohio State University, was given on the 
basis of political considerations. 

Diane Ravitch, assistant secretary of educa-
tion for educational research with the U.S. De-
partment of Education, denies the charge She 
says the upcoming Presidential election plave<l 
no role in the competitive bid process. 

Plymouth-Canton ranked 37th among the 110 
applicants. 

Responding to criticism from the staff of Sen. 
Ted Kennedy, D-Massachusetts , Ravitch ac-
knowledged the grant was awarded in an 
unorthodox fashion. 

She said the McKinney, Texas, proposal 
didn' t receive the highest score from the peer-
review panel analyzing the bids. It ranked fourth. 

The unidentified top-scoring district, in Rav-
itch's view, wrote_§ weak proposal, according to 
"Educat ion Week," a Washington D.C.-based 
publicaU SB. ; 

Ravitch "decided to invoke her suthority to se-
lect the grantee and selected the McKinney dis-
trict after reading the top seven proposals." t h e 
paper reported. 
• The GAO was asked to determine whether the 
grant was awarded fairly. 

SeeMAMT, 2A 
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We want 
to hear 
from you 

We want to hear from you. 
In a move to bring your home-

town newspaper even closer to the 
community, the Canton Observer 
ia seeking volunteers for its com-
munity participating team. 

Those chosen will serve for six 
months, after which time a new 
group of residents will be select-
ed. The team will meet with Ob-
server staff members. 

We want to hear from you on 
how you feel about your commu-
nity, what your interests are and 
what concerns you and your 
neighbors share in this rapidly 
changing world. 

To help start the process, 
please fill out the coupon on this 
page- We are looking for diversity 
— people of all ages, incomes, and 
interests are urged to apply. 

Send in your coupon today. We 
look forward to meeting you. 

. I A I N O I IR T F A M ' • • " • / 
u u n i U w t i t t_nnrl -
If you would like us to consider you for our Community 
Participation Team please fill out the following information and 
mail it to the address below. P lease print or type your responses . 

For more information about the 
group, please call Jeff Counts, edi-

(Janton Observer, tor of the 
459-2700. 

at 

Name 

Address 

City Zip. 

Phone (home). 

Occupation 

. (work). 

What is the best day and time to contact you? 

(day) (time). .a.m. p.m. 

What is the best day and lime for you to meet with the group? 

(day) (time) a.m. p.m. 

Briefly list any interests or hobbies you may have: 

Please mall your 
completed coupon 

The Canton Observer 
Jeff Counts, Editor 
744 Wing Street 
Plymouth Ml 48170 
out fax number in 459-422'}-

Grant from page 1A 

Pursell, a strong proponent of 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n ' s p roposa l , 
said he would work harder on it 
had the district not ranked 37th. 

"If I thought we were in the top 
four or five, I would be a little 
more excited. I'd fly to Washing-
ton to do a lot of personal work on 
this. Obviously we're not in the 
ballpark, so we can't be too opti-
mistic," he said. 

Pursell is unsure whether the 
GAO has the power to award the 
grant to another applicant. He 
said their review process should 
be completed in a few months. 

Pursell said he will work with 

Hoben to seek grants from private 
foundations and corporations to 
augment the district 's existing 
high tech program. 

Stepping down after th is term, 
the congressman said it 's a myth 
tha t Michigan ranks among 
states receiving the least amount 
of federal revenue. "Michigan 
does very well, except in one area; 
defense," he said. "The grants ap-
propriated and money per capita 
in education, social security, 
Medicare and Medicaid rank us 
on the top five. 

"I have to admit I'm biased 
about Massachusetts," said Pur-

sell. "They get millions of federal 
dollars and are generally tied to 
that philosophy, whereas a lot of 
other states are not. I've never 
been one to say states should be 
dependent on the federal govern-
ment." 

Claudia Harian, affiliated with 
a Plymouth-based educational 
foundation, said her foundation 
recently received a $4 million 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation — evidence that 
Michigan isn't an election-year 
casualty. The funds will allow the 
Mr. Wizard Foundation to pro-
mote exemplary science programs 
across the country. 

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON 

Owen Carter, son of Stephen 
and Karen Carter of Canton, has 
been named Carrier of the Month 
by the Canton Observer. 

Owen, 16, a carrier since June 
of 1990, is a senior a t Plymouth 
Salem High School. His sister, 
SMsan, is 18. 

Owen's favorite subjects at 
school are band and business. 
Hobbies are marching band, 
swimming and drama. He has 
achieved recognition in both 
math and attendance. He plans 
to attend Michigan State Univer-
sity and 6tudy business. 

If you want t o be a Canton 
Observer carrier, p lease call 
5 9 1 - 0 5 0 0 

Train 
from page 1A 
The route linking Detroit with. 

C h i c a g o , ' S t . L o u i s , a n d 
Milwaukee, is one of five corridors 
designated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation for im-
provements and the high-speed 
trains. Ownership of the route is 
shared by ConRail and Amtrak. 

Both Yack and Linda Shapona, 
executive director of the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, said It 
would be a boon if the high-speed 
t ra ins made a stop in the town-
ship. 

"If thfty—pick up people here 

Owen Carter 
•x r - a l 

> - - . 

t ha t would be outstanding," Sha-
pona said. 

But tha t appears unlikely. Ma-
jor stops along the route are ex-
pected to remain at Dearborn, De-
troi t and Ann Arbor. 

(irand!, 
^ 2 

Friday, October 23 
• Pony Rides Available 

Feed the Turtles & the Bunnies 

Great Savings thru Oct. 

nr 

• Cats • Dogs 

• Rabbits • Hamsters 

• Birds • Gerbils 

• Reptiles • Tarantulas 
W i d e v a r i e t y o f m a n y 
a n i m a l s & b i r d s . S u p e r 
S e l e c t i o n o f a n i m a l & b i r d 
s u p p l i e s . 

~ ~ n r IAMS 
H C H U N K o r "MINI C H U N K 

["3.5% OFF [[ 3 5 % OFF 
I DOG BEDS n TURTLES 

_ | | | | ^ s ^ l 3 — - I 

Bloomin' Pets 
3 7 6 0 9 Five M i l e Rd. • L i v o n i a , M I 4 8 1 5 4 * 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 

High steppin': Clarinet players with the Plymouth Centennial Educational Park Marching Band step to the 
sounds of Stephen Sondheim's "Sweeny Todd," at Saturday's marching band invitational — 

Sweeny Todd: Ryan Fischer and Sweeny Todd 

Big band invitational a hit in return to F-C 
B Y J O A N N E M A L I S Z E W S K I 
STAFF W RITER 

Plymouth-Canton struck up 
the band — 26 bands to be exact 
— when they hosted the Great 
Lakes Invitat ional Marching 
Band Competition Saturday. 

"We're hoping to make it an an-
nual event," said the Rev. Bill 
Myers, a Plymouth-Canton Mu-
sic Boosters member. 

This is the second time, the 

M E E T T H E A U T H O R A N D CELEBRATE T H E TASTE O F ITALY 

Saturday, October 24, Noon to 3 p.m., Livonia 

Master chef, teacher of the culinary arts, and author. Giuliano Bugialli 

will be in our store to autograph copies of his book, F o o d s of T y s c a n n y , $ 5 0 

—in which he celebrates the magico tastes of his homeland with a new 

collection of delicious Tuscan recipes. 

O U N K i N ' D O N U T S IT 'S W O R T H THE TRIP 

Grand 
Opening 

first in many years, that Plym-
outh-Canton has hosted the invi-
tational and boosters are calling it 
a success, despite-tfee good possi-
bility that as a fund-raiser the 
event fell short of the $15,000 
goal. 

Inclement weather Saturday 
was blamed while the 26 bands 
played and strutted their stuff at 

Playing the role: A Plym-
outh-Canton band member 
h olds up an embkm of the 

thriller musical during a 
performance Saturday. 

the Centennial Educational Park. 
"The purpose is to create a pro-

gram that is enticing where you 
can play music well, march well, 
and create something pertinent to 
a theme and that is entertaining, 
Myers said. 

Because the Plymouth Centen-
nial Educational Park Marching 
Band hosted the event, the 205 
band members did not participate 
in the competition. But the band 
put on quite a performance with 
music from Stephen Sondheim's 
"Sweeney Todd." The marching 

the musical's thriller theme. Di-
rector Glen Adsit was unavailable 
for comment. 

No doubt Saturday was a busy 
day with bands beginning at 1:30 
a.m. and marching through 10 

DUKI 
Jacobson's 

* 

c o f e k ' A l 
5 . f 

DUNKIM* 
DOMUTSI 

• g r a n d ' 
OPENING! 

P H O T O S B Y S H E R R I E B L Z B Y 
1 

• 'The purpose Is to 
create a program that 
Is enticing where you 
can play music well, 
march well, and create 
something pertinent 
to a theme and that Is 
entertaining.' 

the Rev. Bill Myers 
p.m. Each band was given 12 min-
utes to play and march for judges 
who watched from the field .and 
the press box. 

"We bring a band on the field 
every 15 minutes. While one band 
is getting off the field another is 
coming on," Myers said. 

Bands were judged according to 
school size on marching, percus-
sion, winds (reed and brass In-
struments) and the colorguard. 

The Lake Park Lancers from 
Roselle, 111., took first place, fol-
lowed by the Jenison High School 
Marching Band In second place, 
the Livonia Franklin Marching 
Patriots from Franklin • High 
School in third, and fourth went 
to the Marching Spar tans from 
Stevenson High School, Livonia. 

The Lake Park Lancers also 
captured the best in colorguard, 
and marching and maneuvering. 
The Jenison band took the best 
designation in percussion and 
winds. 

The next step on the marching 
band tour is the state competition 
at Eastern Michigan University 
Oct. 31. Fifty-to-60 bands are ex-
pected to participate. 

For lliuse of you who didn't 

k * * *-A 42*$. i L 

First place: The 
Lake Park Lancers 
of Roselle, III., not 
only traveled the • 
farthest for the 
marching band in-
vitational, but also 
took the first-place 
award. 

brave the colder weather Saturday 
you can watch the invitational 
when Ominicom of Michigan 
cablecasts the production in a se-
ries, which has not yet been 
scheduled. 

Canton youth reports success with bow 

m* 

3 9 6 0 0 ANN ARBOR ROAD 
PLYMOUTH, MI 

Dunkiri Donuts® is having a Grand Opening celebration you won't 
/wi l l 

enjoy 
offer. .There's our own special blend of fresh brewed coffee, hot ri 

want to miss. Not only will you like our beautiful new shop, you can 
also enjoy the fresh tastes only the worlds largest donut chain 

Glenn Ronald 
Heinrich, 12, of 

latest successful 
archer to report a 
kill to the Com-
m u n i t y B u c k 
Pole. 

T h e seventh 
grader at Lowell 
Middle School 

bagged a doe with bow and arrow 
on Oct. 18 in Presque Isle County. 

COMMUNITY 

Buck Pole 

The Buck Pole is a regular fea-
ture of the Plymouth Observer in 

kills of deer hunters. 

The column runs through the 
archery and gun deer hunt ing sea-
sons which last until Dec. 20. 

Also, we'll take pictures of suc-
cessful hunters with their kill. 
Jus t stop by our office during 
business hours, between 8:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., Monday through Fri-

day, and staff photographer Bill 
Bresler will take the photo. We're 
located .at 7_44 Wing St.. Plym-
outh. 

To report a deer kill or arrange 
for a photo, contact Jeff Counts, 
editor of the Plymouth Observer, 
or staff writer Kevin Brown, at 
459-2700. 

We'll report your name, age, 
size and sex of the deer and where 
it was killed. 

can 

FOODS OF 
TUSCANY 

Photographs by John O m u m s 

lut Hole 
Treats and a mouth-watering range of fancy pastries. Not to mention 
the biggest, most delicious selection of donuts in the world, made 
fresh night and day. So make a trip to our Grand Opening celebration 
today. It's a great way to have a grand time. 

| 1 1 I 

$ 1 . 0 0 OFF A $ 1 . 0 0 FOR ANY 2 
^ * t I BAKERY I T E M S ' O R 

Photography contest focuses on nature 

GIOIO) \H\I \ \ 

1 

i • N o t v a l i d o n m i n i d o n u t s 
Good omtf at: 30600 A M After Rd.. Plymouth 

~ T 'Appl ies to muffin* brownie*, macroons and 
croissant* (excluding Croissant Sandwiches) 
Oood only at: 3MOO Ann Arbor ltd.. Plymouth 

saner 

ANN ARBOR • CROSSE POINTE • BIRMINGHAM * DEARBORN * ROCHESTER * LIVONIA 

Shop until 9 p.m. 0*1 Thursday and Friday Unti l 6 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday 
Shop Sunday Noon to 5 p . * . Jacobaons Charge . MasterCard*. VISA*, and American E* press*. 

turn 
I Ita wor th t h « trip.I 

I I SBM 
Ita wor th t M t r ip . Ita wor th t h e t r ip . 

DUNKIN DONUTS IT S WORTH THE TRIP 

Capturing nature and people 
enjoying nature on film is the 
focus of the 1993 "Focus on Mich-
igan" Photography Contest 

The contest is sponsored by the 
Eas tman Kodak Co. in coopera-

* tion with the Michigan Depart -
I ment of Natural Resources and 
; the Michigan Recreation and 

* dinated locally by the Plymouth 
* Community Arts Council. 
I The contest was developed in 
* an effort to encourage photogra-

phy as a leisure activity and to 
produce photographs that show-

I case Michigan's natural beauty. 
I T h e conteat is open to all ama-

teur photographer*. They can en-
tar three of their beat photographs 

or slides depicting nature scenes, 
landscapes, visual or the perform-
ing arts or people enjoying recre-
ation in their favorite park or rec-
reational facility. 

Entrants will be broken down 
into three ages divisions: youth 
(17 year® and younger), adul t (18 
to 54 years), and seniors (55 years 

older). The top three pKoto-
graphs from each diviaion will be 
selected and ribbons will be 
awarded along with other prizes. 
Local winners will be entered into 
the statewide competition in 
whfCtTa $100 prire will be award-
ed. 

Judges for the contest are pho-
tojoumalists Monte Nagler of the 

Observer & Eccentric, Steven 
Nickerson of the Detroit Free 
Press and photographer Jill An-
dra Young. 

Entry forms are available at the 
P l y m o u t h C o m m u n i t y Arts 
Council office, Plymouth and 
Canton libraries, Quicksilver 
Photo in Plymouth, Colonial 
Card & Camera in Livonia and 
Plymouth and Master Photo in 
Westland. A $10 fee mus t be sub-
mitted per entry to help offset 
coat of the local competit ion. "" 

E n t r i e s will be accep ted 
through Dec. I. Judging will take 
place the week of Dec. 7 and local 
winners will be announced Dec. 
11. 

LE C O L L E Z I O N I 

S P R I N G / S U M M E R '93 

C O L L E C T I O N S H O W 

Collection Show 

Wednesday, October 28 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Birmingham 

Thursday, October 79 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Grosse Pointe 

International $alon 

Meet Maria Giachtno 

of Armani who will present 

the designer s discreet, 

body-conscious and very 

sophisticated trooh cashmeres 

and silks. Italian concept, 

universally recognized 

ANN ARBOR • GROSSE POINTE * BIRMINGHAM • DEARBORN • ROCHESTER • LIVONIA 

Shop wn«4 9 p .* on Thumb* and Friday. Until « p.m. on Monday. Tuesday, W 
S h o p Sunday Noon to 5 p m (acobson * Charge. MasterCard*. VISA*, and 
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House foes' spending report feud enters round 2 Lansing pols hope to alter 
_ . . . . . . . . • ' J 1 m a noma came when her husband I _ _ X X. I ^ I 

R Y DARRELL C L E M 
•ATT W«TT*» 

Republican state House nominee Ste-
ven Cabrera, under fire for accusations 
he lied about incumbent Just ine Barns' 
campaign spending, has clarified his 
s ta tements and lashed out anew at his 
Democratic opponent. 

Cabrera had claimed in campaign fli-
ers that Barns received large sums of 
money from special interest groups and 
»pent $120,000 in her 1990 re-election 
campaign. 

But he has revised his accusations in 
an Oct. 16 written statement to the Ob-
server, saying Barns has spent that 
amount during the last four elections. 

Cabrera has refused a demand from 
B a m s that he apologize and said, "Our 

campaign staff arrived at these numbers 
in good faith without the intent to 
mislead, as my opponent charges." 

Barns ' aide Eileen DeHart appeared 
pleased that Cabrera has clarified his 
s ta tements about the" campaign ex-
penses, but added, "I t doesn't explain 
why he lied about i t " 

Moreover, DeHart noted tha t Barns 
has loaned $14,000 to her own re-elec-
tion efforts during the last 10 years. 

"If indeed she were in the hip pocket 
of lobbyists, she wouldn't have had to 
loan herself that kind of money," 
DeHart said. 

Meanwhile, Cabrera, a 33-year-old 
Michigan National Bank employee, 
launched a fresh attack on Barns, 67, in 
hopes of blocking her from winning a 

sixth term. Both candidates are West 
land residents vying for the 18th District 
seat that represents Westland and two 
Canton Township precincts. 

Cabrera accused Barns of voting 72 
percent of the time against legislation to 
create jobs — a figure he said came from 
the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 

DeHart blasted Cabrera and said 
Barns has "one of the best records" 
among state legislators 'in supporting 
union workers. 

"She 's ' for the working people," 
DeHart said. "She's not pro-company or 
pro-business, but pro-worker." 

DeHart also noted that Barns has 
been endorsed by the Greater Detroit 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Cabrera also lashed out at Barns' vot-

ing record, saying she .has missed 1,044 
roll calls in the last 10 years and was 
rated one of the 15 worst state represent-
atives in a 1992 survey reported in the 
Detfoit News. 

DeHar t defended Barns ' voting 
record, saying the roll calls she missed 
are few considering the "tens of thou-
sands" of-votes she has cast during the 
last 10 years. 

"I 'd say she gets' -an —A-minus,' 
DeHart said, noting that the Hou^e 
sometimes has 30 or more roll calls a 
day, especially during budget proceed-
ings, • 

Moreover, much of the roll calls that 

Barns missed came when her husband 
died in 1988, DeHarfsaid. -

DeHart also downplayed the survey, 
saying those who responded to it were 
primarily lobbyists, bureaucrats and 
legislative staffers. Tha t proves Bams 
hasn't been swayed by special interest 
groups, she said. 

Cabrera continued to challenge Bams 
to a series of debates, but B a m s has 
refused to consider his offer unless he 
apologizes for accusations about her 
campaign expenses. 

In his latest statement, however, Ca-
brera said, "There will be no apology 
forthcoming." 

system of financing schools 

N A P L E S , F L O R I D A 
Condo R e n t a l s 

1-2-3 BR Beach Bay 
Call P h a s e III Real Esta te 

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 6 2 - 7 5 3 7 TOLL FREE 
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Schools chief calls for district 'renaissance' 
B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Saying he refuses to accept 
mediocrity in local schools. Su-
perintendent Larry Thomas has 
called foe "a renaissance, a re-
b i r th" in the battered Wayne-
Weatland district. 

W A Y N E - W E S T L A N D 

Thomas issued a demand for 
sweeping improvements Monday 

in recent years by numerous con-
troversies tha t raised questions 
about the former administration's 
credibility. More often than not, 
voters revolted, against tax in-

in releasing a new report that 
marked his 100th day on the job. 
He vowed to strive to restore pub-
lic t rus t in a district that has suf-
fered a credibility crisis. 

Stressing that Wayne-West-
land can regain the highly touted 
reputation it had two decades ago, 
Thomas implored the school 
board, district employees, par-
ents, s tudents and the communi-
ty to seek a common vision of ex-
cellence. 

"Together we can become the 
best school district in the state," 
Thomas said in revealing his "100 
p a y Report" during Monday's 
board meeting, which drew an au-
dience of 100 district residents. 
- His message of opt imism 
received a warm embrace from the 
j p y y p . m p m h i r school board. 

crease proposals and criticized 
teacher salary increases tha t 

negotiated a new teachers con-
tract tha t included a nine-point 
educational-improvement plan, in 
return for an 8-percent salary in-
crease over two years 

The district also has hired 73 
teachers and numerous other em-

lion plan that includes $1 million 
for maintenance improvements, 
$1 million for instructional im-
provements and $1 million for 
more staffing. Some proposals, 
such as hiring more central office 
staff in such areas as finance, ha-
ven't yet been presented to the 

< & m t o n © b s e r u e r 
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But changes in board members 
prompted the hiring of Thomas to 
replace ousted Superintendent 
Dennis O'Neill — a positive 
change affirmed by recent moves 
to improve the district, board 
member Fred Warmbier said. 

Even board President Leonard 
Posey, who had opposed replacing 
O'Neill, said Thomas "is now the 
captain of this ship" and added, 
"He's part of my team, and I'm 
part of his team." 

T h o m a s conceded he has 
"s tumbled" at times during his 
first 100 days, but said his brief 
tenure has reinforced his "enthu-
siasm, dedication, honesty and 
desire to offer the best to every 
student. 

which strongly commended the 
job he has done and pledged to 
support his continued efforts to 
spark a rapid rebound of the 
16,000-student district. 
T T h e district has been battered 

In his report, Thomas demand-
ed curriculum growth, improved 
student achievement test scores 
and better community relations, 
among numerous goals. And he 
said he's proud tha t the district 

though several positions remain 
vacant. Also to beef up programs, 
several new textbook series fire 
being used. 

At one point, Posey noted that 
some credit for the latest im-
provements goes to the former ad-
ministration, which succeeded in 
getting a 7.75-mill tax increase 
passed in June of 1991, after three 
tax plans failed. 

Thomas noted that several new 
committees have been formed to 
study issues ranging from race re-
lations to school security to the 
potential for developing a middle 
school concept. Thomas also said 
he wants to study the possibility 
of an arts center in the school dis 
trict. 

Among other studies, the dis 

board for approval. 
Thomas said he wants to 

rhflnge puhlic opinion that some-

B Y T I M R ICHARD 
STAFF WRITER 

The wraps are coming off a 
year-long effort by state lawmak-
ers to abolish local school proper-
ty taxes and replace them with 
higher s tate income and single 
business tax rates. 

Seven Republican state repre-
sentatives and five Democrats 
make u p the Group of 12. Their 
plan would place the entire $8 bil-
lion cost of public schools on the 
state. 

" T h e Republicans suggested we 
not pursue this aggressively in the 
fall campaign for two reasons," 
said member James Kosteva, D-
Canton. 

"They did not want it to be-
come part of a partisan campaign, 
and they did not want to under-
mine the governor's Cut and Cap 
proposal." 

Members listed 
Area members of the group are 

npmfMTflts Kosteva. Will iam 

• The state Legisla-
ture could pass the 
proposed 90-percent 
tax Increase wi thout 
voter approval, said 
Rep. James Kosteva, 
D-Canton. 

V 
873-8300 - 1642-3000 

- D O T I N G GRANDPARENTS 

the state provides $2.8 billion, lo-
cal property owners most of the 
rest. 

As outlined, by Kosteva, the 
plan would: 

times refers to Wayne-Westland 
as a "fifth community" — sepa~ 
rate from the cities and townships 
it serves. 

"The success of our school dis-
trict is the success of our commu-
nity," he said. 

f Introducing 
SAF-T MAIL BOX® 

Amer ica ' s s a f e s t , m o s t 
durable mailbox 

trict has had a financial audit, a 
curriculum audit and a mainte-
nance-improvement plan to try to 
improve efficiency andsave the 
district money. 

Thomas also ou t l ined^ $3-mil-

We do the whole Job, installation 
and all. We specialize in vandal 
resistant 1/4" steel Mail Boxes. 
Call today for a free color 
c a t a l o g u e , e s t i m a t e s , a n d 
details. Also makes a wonderful 
gfft. 
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COLLECTION SHOW 
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A collection with all 

the right moves 

Menswear refashioned 

femininity. A new wave 

of nautical navy 

7) An oasis of soft 

inspired prints 

In sizes 4-14 
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P E T S U P P L I E S , INC. 
"Advice you can trust" 

1498 S. Sheldon 

4 5 3 - 6 9 3 0 a , A p ~ h H d 
Open 7 Days 

Keith of Garden City, chairman of 
the House Education Commmit-
tPP and Wilfred Webb, former 

— • Eliminate all $5 billion-plu9 
in property taxes for local school 
districts and shift the entire bur-

from the. state school aid formula, 
leaving only special education, bi-
lingual schooling and transporta-
tion. The remaining categorical 
money would go into the general 
school aid pot. 
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WINKELMAN-S 
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Informal Modeling, Meet Prince Charming, Register to win a S300 00 G<ti Certificate. 1 
and receive a complimentary rose. 1 

GODIVA CHOCOLATIER 
Through October 25-

, Sample new Winter Truffles 

NORDICTRACK 
Try new "Aerobic Cross Trainer"- combines a treadmill, ski simulator ond stepper 

AUDREY ) O N E S ~ 
Thursday, October 29,6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Glitter Evening- Informal Modeling. Holiday Fashions, Evening Weor. Refreshments • 

FITNESS OVER 5 0 
Every Monday and Wednesday 9;00-10:00am, lower level Lord ond Taylor court- ^ _ 

Participate in our Low-impact aerobic exercise program instructed by the 
University of Michigan Department of Physical Education. 
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O l y m p i c 

O i l S t a i n 
• 100% pure linseed oil to 

strengthen, condition and 
protect 

• Fade resistant — 
• Mildew resistant on stain film 

Limited warranty against 
cracking, peeling and 
blistering 

Q i l s m i N 

Shop until 9 pm on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p m on Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 
Shop Sunday Noon to S p.m. Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard*, VISA*, and American Express*. 

u i i M c r m g . ^ 

S A L E P R I C E 

Get 2 0 % O F F our already low retail 
prices if you bring this ad in! 

(Canton Loca t ion Only) 
O f f e r E x p i r e s O c t o b e r 2 4 , 1 9 9 2 . 

AT UNITED PAINT, WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED! 

Hazel Park school superintendent 
who is leaving the Legislature; 
and Republicans Barbara Dobb of 
Union Lake and Susan Munsell 
of Howell. 

Outstaters include Democrats 
Lyn Jondahl of Okemos, chair-
man of the House Taxation Com-
mittee, and James O'Neill Jr. of 
Saginaw, chairman of the House 
subcommittee on school aid; and 
Republicans Bill Bobier of Man-
istee County, Jessie Dalman of 
H o l l a n d , Donald Gi lmer of 
Augusta, Michael Nye of Litch-
field and Glenn Oxender of 
Sturgis. 

"They are city and rural, repre-
sentatives of in-formula and out-
of-formula districts," said Dobb, 
a Tirst-Cerm member arid accoun-
tant who opposes using the value 
of a house to determine school 
taxes. 

How it works 
Of the current $8 billion cost. 

den to Lans ing . (Proper ty taxes to t e rm lawmaker 

—"The value of ptupeity is no 
longer a reflection of your ability 
to pay," said Munsell, a second-

and member of 
pay off bonds would be unaffect-
ed.) 

• Raise the state personal in-
come tax rate from 4 percent to 
7.6 percent. 

• Raise the single business tax 
rate by 3.7 percent. Dobb said it 
would assure business continues 
to pay 32 percent of local school 
taxes. 

• Give every school district 
state aid of $4,800 to $4,900 per 
child. This would resolve the in-
equity of some districts having as 
little as $2,500 per child while 
others have $9,000. 

• Temporarily allow suburban 
districts spending more than 
$4,800 per child to continue levy-
ing property taxes to make up the 
difference. But those districts 
would have to vote on a local "pig-
gy-back" income tax if they want-
ed to continue spending more 
than $4,800. -

• Remove most "categoricals"-

the Education Committee. 
An accountant, Munsell said 

the plan would help senior citi-
zens who can't keep up with prop-
erty taxes that rise due to infla-
tion in the market value of their 
houses. 

Old p l a n c h a n g e d 

The new plan bears some simi-
larity to the so-called Nye-Oxen-
der plan floated a few years ago. 
Kosteva said that plan would 
have eliminated all property tax-
es, even for municipalities, coun-
ties and community colleges. 

Dobb and Kosteva said the new 
plan would be unveiled afte* the 
House opens its post-election ses-
sion Nov. 5. " 

"The specifics have yet to be fi-
nalized," said Keith, promising to 
hear comments from business 
and school people. 
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Located upper level, Lord 4 Taylor court 

FINI 

Unique Wearable Art. New location lower level, 3CPenney court 
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• He is an accomplished lawyer and a thoughtful individual ubose composure and civiUty 
could he put to excellent use in the position be is seeking." - Detroit Free Press put _ _ 
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WONDERLAND 
MALL 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 -
P U M P K I N D E C O R A T I N G C O N T E S T 

2 pm - Food Court 
The first 100 children, ages 4-12 years, can show their 
creativity Qt Pumjjkin^ decorating, than take that pumplan 
home. Co-sponsored by Livonia Parks & Recreation and 
Blake's Orchard. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 -
" N I G H T M A R E C A S T L E " M A G I C S H O W S 

10:30 am, 2:30 pm & 4:30 pm 
Ghouls, Ghosts and things that go bump in the night 
are all part of the Haunted Happenings in this 
illusion show set in a haunted castle. 

FREE MAGIC TRICKS to be given away at each 
show, while supplies last. 

T R I C K O R T R E A T 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

FREE TRICK OR TREAT BAGS will be available at the 
information booth, while supplies last. 

CREATE YOUR OWN HALLOWEEN CRAFT 
11:00 am - Food Court 

Children of all ages can create their own 
'Halloween craft to take home and display. 

— Co-sp0rtsar&d by Uvonia Parks & nccrootion 
Located at the comer of 

< Plymouth & Middlebelt Roads 

I 
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SHOP WILDWOOO Monday t*rou«h Saturday 10 a.m. to • p.m., Sunday noon to S p.m 


