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School funding: The wraps are
coming off a year-long effort by
state lawmakers to abolish local
school propertz taxes and replace

. them with higher state income and
single business tax rates./5A
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New train speeds improvements

Ways.

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI -
STAFF WRITER

A high-speed train will one day
whiz through Canton Township on its
way to Detroit from Chicago. But
even better for the township are the
accompanying improvements at rail-
way-road crossings.

The new high speed trains that will be running be-
tween Detroit and Chicago will yield a bonus to Can-
ton Township, improvements to rail crossings, Some
crossings will be moved above or under existing road-

“To run trains fast, you have a ma-
jor problem with how they interact
with the existing grade crossings,”
said Scott Hercik, acting administra-
tor for the intercity passenger divi-
sion of the Michigan Department of
Transportation. S

Those simple crossings, such as at

Haggerty Road, will be improved in
one of three ways. Either a crossing
will be closed, consolidated with
other crossings or-will be separated
where the railway will be above or un-
der the road, Hercik said.

The need to improve the crossings
along the Chicago-Detroit corridor is
a safety essential with the fast-mov-
ing trains. The average train now
travels anywhere from 50-80 mpbh.
High-speed trains will travel at ap-
proximately 125-150 mph.

Township Supervisor Tom Yack
acknowledged that the three town-
ship crossings — Haggerty, Sheldon

and Hannon réads — in themselves
aren’t bad. “None of them are very
well-traveled.” The Haggerty crossing
in fact had pretty good sight
clearance.

Nonetheless, the thought of possi-
bly separating the roadway from the
railroad tracks pleases Yack. “I think
that's the best thing.”

Over a six-year period, state money
will be used in conjunction with more
than $7 million in federal money to
make the necessary grade crossing
improvements, Hersic said.

See TRAIN, 2A

m: “Forever Plaid” is
a bright and giddy musical about

ﬁze guy g_roqlgg of the 1950s.

Groupsitke the frourfreshmen,
Four Aces, Four Lads, and their
memorable songs like “Moments

- to Remember,” and “No, Not
Much.”/7B

Tennis tourney: Plymouth Salem
qualified for the state finals in
girls tennis after placing second in
regional competition./1B

owdown: Plymouth Can-
ton and Livonia Stevenson met on

the basketball court Tuesday in a
key WLAA girls contest./1B

Image makers: Businesses are
unable to put a value on their
identity, but without one they lack

a means of communicating who

they are and ivhat they seﬁ./ 1C

Dial for election news

Find out the latest information on this year's
election by dialing Election Line beginning on
Monday, Oct. 26. =

By dialing 953-2024 you will hear a recap on
who is running for what offices and the endorse-
ments made by our staff of editors at the Observer
& Eccentric. This information will be available
through election day.

Beginning. on Nov. 4, by dialing that same
phone number, you will find out the latest in elec-

7 them.

pizza

‘he said. Some of the big ones that

romote

BY DIANE GALE
STAFF WRITER
One good thing about all the rain
this summer is that the free pump-
kins Dale Mickelson is giving away,
as a promotion to his pizza busi-
ness, are bigger than ever before.
The small and medium pumpkins
that he would have purchased in the
past rotted from too much moisture,

survived made it to the front of
“Dolly’s Pizza” on Lilley south of
Joy in Canton.

“The price almost doubled this
year for the pumpkins,” Mickelson
said.

_ And those people who fill-out an ap-

_a good variety. The oddest shaped

+nie; 16; Scott, 14 and Tina, 12. They
—~also work at Dolly’s along with their

BiLL BRESLER

“ist has helped out in this business)

More than one ton of pumpkins,
home grown from Bordine’s farm in
Canton, decorate the front window
of his Golden Gate Shopping Mall
business.

Everyone who makes a pizza order
of more than $6 gets a free pumpkin.

plication can win & painted squash
in a weekly drawing. There’s no pur-
chase necessary.

Five painted pumpkins, with
faces from the funny to the ghoul-

“Everyone has_ a different prefer-
ence,” Mickelson said. “I try to keep

pumpkins are the most fun to work
with.”

A grand prize 250 pound pumpkin
will be picked randomly from the
applications on Saturday.

“A lot of people stop and want to
know how to get (the pumpkins),”
according to Mickelson adding that
he gave away 2.5 tons of pumpkins
last year.

“I have to admit it’s good for busi-
ness, but i ; :
Mickelson paints the pumpkins
along with his three children, Con- .

mother, Jo.

The Livonia residents have been
painting and selling pumpkins for
five years. ’

“It’s surprising that being an art- _

Mickelson said.

“tion returns. You will receive complete returns in
logal - i i The Ob- |

server & Eccentric also will provide you with infor-
mation on how your hometown voted in the na-
tional sweepstakes for president.
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Teacher charged with hitting student

IDILEDN =~ S

STAFF WRITER

Robert Gale, a veteran teacher,
pleaded not guilty Tuesday in 35th
District Court to charges he struck a
student” at Farrand Elementary
School.

Judge John MacDonald set a pre-
trial hearing date of Nov. 9 and re-
leased Gale on $500 personal bond.
The misdemeanor carries a maximum
penalty of 90 days in jail and/or a
$500 fine.

“This involves a basic problem be-

LB — COURTS

tween a student and a teacher,” said
Plymouth Township Police Chief
Carl Berry. The mother of third-
grader Alexander Parsons filed the
complaint.

Ann Kuhn, Farrand principal, in-
vestigated the family’'s charges and
found no cause for action against
Gale.

“We must presume Mr. Gale is in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court

’

of law.
tice is all about,”
man, assistant superintendent for
personnel and employee relations. “If
he is proven guilty, we will take ap-
propriate disciplinary action within
our ability to do so.”

Maryann Ligato-Freydl, Gale's
union representative with the Michi-
gan Education Association, said,
“Never has such an allegation been
made about Mr, Gale in his 25 years
of teaching, and he absolutely denies
ever striking this child. Mr. Gale is

L
said Errol Gold-

where he is confident his innocence
will be established.

“The student claims that the inci-
dent occurred in front of the whole
class. Mr. Gale says that he merely
moved the student’s desk away from

his friend, which upset the student .

and his friend.”

The incident allegedly occurred
Oct, 1 and was reported Oct. 11,

The police report filed by the stu-
dent's mother says the incident oc-
curred on the way back from recess.

d _to his day_jn court

Pursell: High tech grant awarded fairly

By M.B. DiLLON
Starr WRITER

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, says he's
satisfied there were no improprieties involved in
the awarding of a $6 million grant to a Texas

school district by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.

been asked by members of Congress to look into
charges that the grant, and a second award that
went to Ohio State University, was given on the
basis of political considerations.

Diane Ravitch, assistant secretary of educa-
tion for educational research with the U.S. De-
partment of Education, denies the charge. She

She said the McKinney, Texas, proposal
didn't receive the highest score from the peer-
review panel analyzing the bids. It ranked fourth.

The unidentified top-scoring district, in Rav-
itch’s view, wrote a weak propesal, according to
“Education Week,” a Washington D.C.-based
publication.

|  Plymouth-Canton Community Schools ap-
plied for the grant and was optimistic about jts’

chances of receiving it.

Among others, Plymouth-Canton Superin-
tendent John Hoben contended the award was
politically-motivated in an election year.

The General Accounting Office, a watchdog
government agency in Washington D.C., has

says the upcoming Presidential election played
no role in the competitive bid process.

Plymouth-Canton ranked 37th among the 110
applicants.

Responding to criticism from the staff of Sen,
Ted Kennedy, D-Massachusetts, Ravitch ac-
knowledged the grant was awarded in an
unorthodox fashion.

lect the grantee and selected the McKinney dis-
trict after reading the top seven proposals,” the
paper reported.

The GAO was asked to determine whether the
grant was awarded fairly.

See GRANT, 2A

“Ravitch “decided to invoke her authority to se- |
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Wewant [swommm
to hear i i
from you

mail it to the address below. Please print or type your responses.

N
We want to hear from you. P e ) ——. S
In a move to bring your home- Address = e
town newspaper even clpser to the
community, the Canton Observer City Zip
is seeking volunteers for its com- :
munity participating team. Phonebome) @ (work)______ -
Those chosen will serve for six
months, after which time a new Occupation -~ - — — —
group of residents will be select- .
ed. ‘The team will meet with Ob- What is the best day and time to contact you?
server staff members. = o
We want to hear from you on (@ay) (2} . gt
how you feel about your commu- What is the best day and time for you to meet with the group?
nity, what your interests are and
what concerns you and your (day) (time) a.m. p.m.

neighbors share in this rapidly
changing world.

To help start the process,
please fill out the coupon on this == = ==
page. We are looking for diversity - = =
— people of all ages, incomes, and
intérests are urged to apply.

Send in your coupon today. We
look forward to meeting you.

Briefly list any interests or bobbies you may bave:

The Canton Observer
Jeff Counts, Editor
744 Wing Street

Please mall your )
completed coupon *\o

Grant ;.. e 14

————

sell. “They get millions of federal
dollars and are generally tied to
that philosophy, whereas a lot of
other states are not. I've never
been one to say states should be
dependent on the federal govern-
ment.” g

Claudia Harlan, affiliated with
a Plymouth-based educational
foundation, said her foundation
recently received a $4 million
grant from the National Science
Foundation — evidence that
Michigan  isn’t an election-year
casualty. The funds will allow the
Mr. Wizard Foundation to pro-
mote exemplary science programs
across the country.

Hoben to seek grants from private
foundations and corporations to
augment the district’s existing
high tech program.

Stepping down after this term,
the congressman said it's a myth
that Michigan ranks among
states receiving the least amount
of federal revenue. “Michigan
does very well, except in one area,
defense;” he said. “The grants ap-
propriated and money per capita
in education, social security,
Medicare and Medicaid rank us
on the top five.

“I have to admit I'm biased
about Massachusetts,” said Pur-

Pursell, a strong proponent of
Plymouth-Canton’s proposal,
said he would work harder on it
had the district not ranked 37th.

“If I thought we were in the top
four or five, I would be a little
more excited. I'd fly to Washing-
ton to do a lot of personal work on
this. Obviously we're not in the
ballpark, so we can't be too opti-
mistic,” he said.

Pursell .is unsure whether the
GAO has the power to award the
grant to another applicant. He
said their review process should
be completed in a few months.

Pursell said he will work with

f

For more information about the

group, please call Jeff Counts, edi- Plymouth Mi 48170
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High steppin’: Clarinerplayeré with the Plymouth Centennial Educational Park Marching Band step to the

Qs

i3
8
!
!

Sweeny Todd: Ryan Fischer and Sweeny Todd

tor of the Canton Observer, at = our-fax-nombrer is 4594224

459-2700.

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTCN

Owen Carter, son of Stephen
and Karen Carter of Canton, has
been named Carrier of the Month
by the Canton Observer.

Owen, 16, a carrier since June
of 1990, is a senior at Plymouth
Salem High School. His sister,
Susan, is 18.

.. Owen’s favorite subjects at
school are band and business.
Hobbies are marching band,
swimming and drama. He has
achieved recognition in both
math and attendance. He plans
to attend Michigan State Univer-
sity and study business.

Train

from page 1A

Chicago, 'St. Louis, and
Milwaukee, is one of five corridors
designated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation for im-
provements and the high-speed
trains. Ownership of the route is
shared by ConRail and Amtrak.
Both Yack and Linda Shapona,
__executive director of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, said it
would be a boon if the high-speed
trains made a stop in the town-
ship.

If you want to be a Canton that would be outstanding,” Sha-
Observer carrier, please call pona said.

591-0500 Owen Carter But that appears unlikely. Ma-
jor stops along the route are ex-
pected to remain at Dearborn, De-

troit and Ann Arbor.

The route linking Detroit with.

MEET THE AUTHOR AND CELEBRATE THE TASTE OF ITALY
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strike a pose d_gg-z'n_g the “Ballad Of Sweeny Todd.”

+ Cats » Dogs
« Rabbits + Hamsters

Friday, October 23 « Birds * Gerbils
« Reptiles * Tarantulas

» Pony Rides Available .
Wide variety of many

« Feed the Turtles & the Bunnies antirle. & birds, Buper :

Selection of animal & bird
supplies.

Great Savings thru Oct.
T35% OFF | 35% OFF ., IAMS

H'cH’uN’K or MINI CHUNK

Big band invitational a hit in return to I-

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton struck up
the band — 26 bands to be exact
— when they hosted the Great
Lakes Invitational Marching
Band Competition Saturday.

“We're hoping to make it an an-
nual event,” said the Rev. Bill
Myers, a Plymouth-Canton Mu-
sic Boosters member.

This is the second time, the

the Centennial Educational Park.

“The purpose is to create a pro-
gram that is enticing where you
can play music well,.march well,
and create something pertinent to
a theme and that is entertaining,
Myers said.

Because the Plymouth Centen-
nial Educational Park Marching
Band hosted the event, the 205
band members did not participate
in the competition. But the band

B ‘The purpose is to
create a program that
is enticing where you
can play music well,
march well, and create
something pertinent
to a theme and thatis
entertaining.’

the Rev. Bill Myers

| DOG BEDS || TURTLES || DoRorcATFOOD |

20 Ibs. bag *12.99

e oo —Sweioane o ewmion |

Bloomin’ Pets
37609 Five Mile Rd. ¢ Livonia, Ml 48154 « 000-0000

Saturday, -October 24, Noon to 3 p.m., Livonia

Master chef, teacher of the culinary arts, and author. Giuliano Bugialli
will be in our store to autograph copies of bis book, Foods of Tuscanny, $50
—in which be celebrates the magico tastes of his bomeland with a new

collection of delicious Tuscan recipes.

Jacobsons

P s

Y41 1S ()

TUSCANY

Photographs by Joha Domnss
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Dunkin’' Donuts® is havin%a Grand Opening celebration you won't
. want to miss. Not only will you like our beautiful new shop, you can =

= also enjoy the fresh tastes only the world's largest donut chain can
offer. There's our own special blend of fresh brewed coffee, hot

hearty homestyle Souper Soups, delicious Munchkins® Donut Hole
Treats and a mouth-watering range of fancy pastries. Not to mention
the biggest, most delicious selection of donuts in the world, made
fresh night and day. So make a trip to our Grand Opening celebration
today. It's a great way to have agrand time. . .

®

$1.00 FORANY 2 |
__BAKERY ITEMS® OR

1
1
- - 1-$1.00 FOR 3 COOKIES | =
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first in many years, that Plym-
outh-Canton has hosted the invi-
tational and boosters are calling it
a success; despite the good pessi-
bility that as a fund-raiser the
event fell short of the $15,000
goal.

Inclement weather Saturday
was blamed while the 26 bands
played and strutted their stuff at

Playing the role: A Plym-
outh-Canton band member

holds up an emblem of the

thriller musical during a
performance Saturday.

PHoTos BY SHERRIE BUZBY

put on quite a performance with
music from Stephen Sondheim’s
“Sweeney Todd.” The marching

 band's eolor guard drove home

p.m. Each band was given 12 min-
utes to play and march for judges
who watched from the field .and

the musical’s thriller theme. Di-
rector Glen Adsit was unavailable
for comment.

No doubt Saturday was a busy
day with bands beginning at 1:30
a.m. and marching through 10

* designation

the press Dox.

“We bring a band on the field
every 15 minutes. While one band
is getting off the field another is
coming on,” Myers said.

Bands were judged according to
school size on marching, percus-

First place: The

of Roselle, Ill., not
only traveled the -
farthest for the
marching band in-
vitational, but also
took the first-place
award.

Lake Park Lancefs

sion, winds (reed and brass In-
struments) and the colorguard.
The Lake Park Lancers from
Roselle, Ill., took first place, fol-
lowed by the Jenison High School

‘Marching Band in second place;,—1——

the Livonia Franklin Marching
Patriots from Franklin - High
School in third, and fourth went
to the Marching Spartans from
Stevenson High School, Livonia.

The Lake Park Lancers also
captured the best in colorguard,
and marching and maneuvering.
The Jenison band took the best
in percussion and
winds.

The next step on the marching
band tour is the state competition
at Eastern Michigan University
Oct. 31. Fifty-to-60 bands are ex-
pected to participate.
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brave the colder weather Saturday
you can watch the invitational
when Ominicom of Michigan
cablecasts the production in a se-
ries, which has not yet been
scheduled.

SPRING/SUMMER 93

COLLECTION SHOW

Collection Show

Canton youth reports success with bow

- Glenn Ronald
Heinrich, 12, of

latest successful
archer to report a
kill to the Com-

munity Buck
counynity| PO
The seventh

Buck Pole

grader at Lowell
Middle School
bagged a doe with bow and arrow
on Oct. 18 in Presque Isle County.

Capturing nature and people
enjoying nature on film is the
focus of the 1993 “Focus on Mich-
igan” Photography Contest.

The contest is sponsored by the
Eastman Kodak Co. in coopera-
tion with the Michigan Depart-

" ment of Natural Resources and
““the Michigan Recreation and
- dinated locally by the Plymouth

Community Arts Council. '
The contest was developed in

- an effort to encourage photogra-
- phy as a leisure activity and to
« produce photographs that show-
. case Michigan’s natural beauty.

The contest is.open to all ama-
teur photographers. They can en-

© ter three of their best photographs

The Buck Pole is a regular fea-
ture of the Plymouth Observer in

Canton _is the  which we report the successful

kills of deer hunters.

The column runs through the
archery and gun deer hunting sea-
sons which last until Dec. 20.

Also, we’ll take pictures of suc-
cessful hunters with their kill.
Just stop by our office during
business hours, between 8:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Fri-

Photography contest focuses on nature

or slides depicting nature scenes,
landscapes, visual or the perform-
ing arts or people enjoying recre-
ation in their favorite park or rec-
reational facility.

Entrants will be broken down
into three ages divisions: youth
(17 years and younger), adult (18
to 54 years), and seniors (55 years

day, and staff photographer Bill
Bresler will take the photo. We're
located at 744 Wing St.. Plym-
outh.

To report a deer kill or arrange
for a photo, contact Jeff Counts,
editor of the Plymouth Observer,
or staff writer Kevin Brown, at
459-2700.

We'll report your name, age,
size and sex of the deer and where
it was killed.

Observer & Eccentric, Steven
Nickerson of the Detroit Free
Press and photographer Jill An-
dra Young.

Entry forms are available at the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council office, Plymouth and
Canton libraries, Quicksilver
Photo in Plymouth, Colonial

) ”i"/ednesday, October 28

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Birmingham

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Grosse Pointe
International Salon

Meet Maria Giachino
of Armani who will present
the designer’s discreet,

body-conscious and very

and silks. Italian comcept

universally recognized

and older). The top three photo-
graphs from each division will be
selected and ribbons will be
awarded along with other prizes.
Local winners will be entered into
the statewide competition in
whith"a $100 prize will be award-
ed.

Judges for the contest are pho-
tojournalists Monte Nagler of the

Card & Camera in Livonia and
Plymouth and Master Photo in
Westland. A $10 fee must be sub-
mitted per entry to help offset
cost of the local-ecompetition. -~

Entries will be accepted

Thursday, October 29— — 1" 1

————sophisticated wools —cashmeres ] k

through Dec. 1. Judging will take
place the week of Dec. 7 and local
winners will be announced Dec.
11,

ANN ARBOR * GROSSE POINTE * BIRMINGHAM ¢ DEARBORN * ROCHESTER * LIVONIA

Shop until 9 . on Thursday and Friday, Until 6 Monday, Tuesday, and :
Shop Sund.y"‘ !:lnoon to 5 p.m. Jacobson’s Clnl'l:.."Mm”rC-rd‘, VISA®, n‘mkm wm







