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Probate Court: Two women face
off Tuesday for a seat on the
Wayne County Probate Court.
Who'’s best-suited for the
bench?/ SA

Junior Group: Junior Group Bak-
ing Committee is busy making “to
die for pies” and the world’s best
cookies for the Country Store at
the 45th annual Goodwill An-
tiques Show Nov. 20-22. The
group shares some of their favorite
recipes./1B

Chef Secrets: Meet Marty Singer,
executive chef for the Machus Sly
Fox and Red Fox in Birmingham.
Singer loves reading cookbooks

and trying new recipes and
dishes./1B

Happier returns: Thunderharp
Choir features the creative amal-
gamation of two defunct local out-
fits Robb Roy and Jz'fglers and
Thieves. After several years spent
chasing major record deals with
those bands, this incarnation al-
lows them to focus on develop-
ing a new sound instead./5B

Title game: Salem and Redford

. Catholic Central played Saturday

for a regional championship in
boys soccer./1C

Grid finale: Canton and Salem
concluded the high school football
season Friday night in their tradi--
tional season-ending contest./1C
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Halloween Parade

Miller spirit: Witches, clowns, monsters and Oriental maidens from Miller Elementary
School got into the Halloween spirit Friday, parading t
school. Students also donated items for a canned food drive.

hrough the neighborhood near the
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Yack
backs
E-mail

® Some say free and open gov-
ernment may be threatened by
computer links between elected
officials. Canton Township Su-
pervisor Tom Yack says that’s
nonsense. w

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI

Canton Township Supervisor Tom
Yack says he sees no need to seek a
state attorney general’s opinion to
determine if a computerized commu-
- . . .
nication link — known as E-mail —
with trustees is a violation of the
state Open Meetings Act.

“If a telephone is not considered a
violation of the Open Meetings Act, I
don’t know why E-mail would be,”
Yack said.

Violating the Open Meetings Act,
which requires public bodies to make
decisions in public, can be accom-
plished on the telephone much easier
than on E-Mail, Yack said.

The purpose of E-mail is to provide
information ‘equally to all -trustees,
who have computers at home, Yack
can write letters, for example, and
send a copy to each trustee for review
before it's typed and mailed. “It’s not
a two-way system involving lots of
people,” Yack said. He says he's care-
ful to provide each trustee with the
same information. .

But some concern has arisen about
thé system and its potential for vio-
lating the Open Meetings Act by al-
lowing décisions to be made without
public knowledge.

“1 think it’s very shady for them to
communicate by computer. It enables
them to deliberate without hearing
each other and the public,” said Tim
Richard, chairman of the state Free-
dom of Information Committee.

But Yack denies there’s any at-
tempt to deliberate and make deci-
sions over the computers. Dissemina-
tion of information is the goal.

Dawn Phillips, Michigan Press As-
sociation general counsel, says she's
taking a wait-and-see attitude, de-
spite the fact that computer commu-
nications between governmental offi-
cials gives her “the willies.

“There is something about it that
bothers me. You just don’t know what
technology will bring,” Phillips said

See E-MAIL, 2A

Students favor Perot in mock election

By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

Ross and Margot Perot would be
headed to the White House if it were
up to students at Plymouth Salem
and Canton high schools.

Perot received a whopping 1,137
votes of the 2,810 total votes cast in
last week's mock election. Arkansas
Gov. Bill Clinton finished second in
the balloting with® 902 votes, while
George Bush ranked third with 684
votes.

Perot was the clear winner at both

high schools. He received 762 votes at

Canton and 375 votes at Salem. Clin-
ton received 663 votes at Canton and
239 at Salem. Bush received 452 Can-
ton votes and 232 Salem votes.

At Canton, 1,943 students voted. A
total of 867 students cast ballots at
Salem.

Canton students voted down all
four ballot proposals.

Salem students defeated Proposals
A, C and D. They passed Proposal B,

which would limit legislative terms,
461-361.

Canton Close Up government class-
es diverged from the student body at
large. The 240 Close Up students
elected Clinton with 99 votes. Perot
was second with 75, and Bush
received 51 votes.

Canton Close Up teacher Stacey
Champagne said her students didn’t
go with Perot “because they had
studied the issues more. Doing de-
bates, they researched all three candi-

Big day arrives — big turnout

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STArr WRITER

It’s the moment many people have
been waiting for: election day, Tues-
day, Nov, 3.

With the presidential race sitting
on the top of the lengthy Canton

Township ballots, a big turnout is ex-
pected at the polls. That means you
might encounter lines at the town-
ship’s 24 precinets in 15 polling loca-
tions.

“ Keep in mind that polls open at 7
am. and close at 8 p.m. Township

clerk Loren Bennett suggests that
non-working people avoid the rush
when the polls open, and at lunch-
time, and 5 p.m. and later, when the
working crowd usually heads for the

polls.
Those of you who plan to vote ab-

dates.” Many students who voted
aren’t studying government and per-
haps hadn’t delved into issues and
candidates’ stands as deeply, said
Champagne, who credited govern-
ment teacher John Balmer with or-
ganizing the election.

Students in general “may have
been going on surface value,” added
Champagne. “Perot is in the media
more, he’s spending more money, and,

‘See STUDENTS, 2A

expected

sentee are reminded to get your bal-
lots in as soon as possible, and cer-
tainly before polls close at 8 p.m. elec-
tion day. Those of you who thought
about voting absentee but never got

See BIG DAY, 2A

McDonald’s honored

| from Grand Rapids, MN, and live in Chelsea.

5 Two Canton McDonald'’s restaurants received
the 1991 McDonald’s awards. Both restaurants
are owned and operated by Al Fellhauer.

The McDonald's at 44900 Ford Road received
McDonald's outstanding restaurant award and
outstanding decor award. The McDonald's at

pearance award

The awards were presented at the annual
Southeastern Michigan McDonald’s Operators
Association awards assembly, More than 80 per-

| cent of McDonald’s restaurants are locally owned

and operated by independent entrepeneurs.

40241 Michigan Ave, received the outstanding ap-

CANTON CONNECTION

New store

Frances Kay Suffron, a native of the area, will
open a 2,400-square-foot Children's Orchard store
in the Coventry Commons shopping center at Joy
Road and Main Street, Canton Township, The
store is a national franchise of large up-scale chil-
dren's resale and new products boutique.

Suffron's Children's Orchard will be the such
fifth store in the region. More than 40 stores are
located in 11 states.

Suffron and"her husband, John, recently moved

Parent packets available

Sex education has joined the video age. To ob-
serve National Family Sexuality Education
month, Planned Parenthood of Ann Arbor offers
specially prepared parent packets. The kits are de-
signed to give parents the resources they need to
help them talk with their children about sexuality.

For more information or to reserve a week for
the kit, call 313-973-0679.

Grouped into three levels, each packet contains
a video for the parents, a video for the kids, to be
watched with parents, resource books and infor-
mational packets. :
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Schools’ rainy day fund
sinks to dangerous low

By M.B. DILLON
Starr WRITER

Plante & Moran’s audit of
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, presented to the board of
education Monday night, con-
tained good news and bad news.

The good news is that the dis-
trict gets an ‘A’ for its accounting
practices. The bad news is that
the fund balance, or rainy day
fund, has shrunk to $2.1 million,
enough to operate for just five
school days, according to Plante
& Moran. The fund equity last
year at‘this time was two-and-a-
half times that amount.

Revenues-are down significant-
ly due to the $750,000 in tax-base
$haring funds currently tied up in
class-action litigation; and prop-
erty tax adjustments that have
adversely affected general fund
revenues, and low interest rates,

Students

reported Plante & Moran.

“This is a very tough year. It’s
very disappointing,” said Ray
Hoedel, associate superintendent
for business.

Because -class sizes are up due
to budget cutbacks, many classes
have 34 or 35 students, necessi-
tating classroom aides as stipu-
lated in the teacher contract.

Budgeted for aides, or parapro-
fessionals, this year is $124,000.
That line item will total closer to
$340,000, Hoedel estimates.

“We're looking at it and trying
to find ways to squeeze expendi-
tures down even farther,” he said.
Mentioning that the board® will
conduct its two-year budget re-
view in November, school board
president Roland Thomas said
“If the superintendent does im-
pose some freezes, I'd like him to
keep us aware of what they are.”

from page 1A

The district’s total assets are
$16.1 million, including cash and
cash equivalent investments of
$10.4 million.

Plymouth-Canton is out-of-for-
mula and ineligible for general
state aid. Currently, 92 percent of
revenues come from local property
taxes. T'wo percent of its general
fund revenues come from state
aid, and six percent from other
sources.

General fund expenditures
break down as follows: 64 percent
for instruction; 32, percent for
supporting services; 1 percent for
capital outlay; 1 percent for debt
service; and 2 percent for federal
projects,

Since 1988, general fund reve-
nues and expenditures per pupil
have risen, as have property taxes,
while state aid has dropped off.

he makes things seem verysimple
to students who don’t really un-
derstand government.

“He explains things with one-
liners so people can understand.
That’s part of his appeal.” Also,
Perot was an attractive choice be-
cause “he's kind of a fighter,
being independent,” said Cham-
pagne. “People are sick of politi-
cians; they don’t look well upon
politicians. Kids sek Perot as
holding himself above the mud-
slinging; he’s not politics as usu-
al.”"

Champagne and Salem Close
Up teacher Bill Gretzinger said
students aren't espousing their
parents’ views.

“I don’t think that's necessarily
true,” said Champagne, adding
that Perot’s win came as a
surprise to teachers. “We were all
shocked about Perot.”

Close Up students went with

Clinton because “they are sick of
Bush. They think Bush hasn’t
done much about the economy.
They're young, idealistic, and
tend to believe a little bit more
about what Clinton is going to
do,” she said.

Gretzinger said that the majori-
ty of Salem Close Up students
also voted for Clinton. “But I was
shocked to see the number who
voted for Perot,” he said.

Students came up with three
reasons why Perot won the
school-wide election, Gretzinger
gaid. “Kids are sometimes rebelli-
ous, therefore they identify with
someone running against the’
grain. Secondly, their consensus
shows disgust for the present po-
litical system. And third, some
actually believed what he was
saying.”

U.S. Rep. William Ford, D-

Taylor, defeated challenger state

__Sen. Bob Geake, R-Northville, at

both schools in the 13th Congres-
signal District race. Ford won at
Salem, 369-363. He trounced
Geake at Canton, 193-40.

State Rep. James Kosteva, D-
Canton, was the clear favorite in
the 21st District contest. He beat
Republican Deborah Whyman at
Salem, 466-325. He won at Can-
ton, 205-11.

East Middle School also held a
mock ‘election, and “registered”
257 voters. President Bush edged

Clinton and Perot with 89 votes. -

Clinton received 85 votes, and
Perot 83, said Katie McClain, a

seventh-grader at East who
helped set up the election.
Analyzing the outcome,

McClain said, “Most of the *stu-
dents’ parents want Bush, and
they’re used to Bush.”

WHERE 10 CATCH

~ Jom OUR TEAM

If you would like us to consider you for our Community 7
Participation Team please fill out the following information and
mall it to the address below. Please print or tyge your responses.

v

We want
to hear
from you

Name
s - We want to hear from you.
In a move to bring your home-
town newspaper even closer to the
Ay - community, the Canton Observer
Phone (home) (work) is seeking volunteers for its com-
munity participating team.
Occupation Those chosen will serve for six
months, after which time a new
What is the best day and time to contact you? group of residents will be select-
ed. The team will meet with Ob-
(day) (time) am. p.m. server staff members.

What is the best day and time for you to meet with the group?

(time)

(day)

Briefly list any interests or bobbies you may bave:

a.m. p.m.

We want to hear from you on
how you feel about your commu-
nity, what your interests are and
what concerns you and your
neighbors share in this rapidly

changing world. "
To help start the process,

please fill out the coupon on this

page. We are looking for diversity

— people of all ages, incomes, and

our fax number is 4594224

interests are urged to apply.

Please mall your I:; g::':t: %‘;T:ON" Send in your coupon today. We
completed coupon 744 Wing S ) d look forward to meeting you.
Plymouth MI 48170 For maore information about the

group, please call Jeff Counts, edi-
tor of the Canton Observer, at

459-2700.

“Where it becomes a bit of a concern is

that there is less of a paper trail. It’s easier for us
(the media) to trip over paper than a computer en-
try.”
Yet Phillips said she's not ready to say E-mail
provides a potential for abuse of the Open Meetings
Act and Freedom of Information Act. “It depends on
how they are doing it.”

Apparently no courts in the state have ruled on
the issue either.

“I would think they would have to be very careful
on how they use that system. They are walking a
fine line,” said Chris DeWitt, spokesman for attor-
ney general Frank Kelley.

Yet if E-mail is just for conveying information and
not for reaching decisions, “maybe there is no prob-
lem,” DeWitt said. He cautioned that any informa-

Big Day from page 1A

tion that is retrievable is subject to the Freedom of
Information Act.

Yack admits he doesn’t see how E-mail could
violate the Open Meetings Act. “This is just a way of
sending information. Good government starts with
good information and sharing that information.”

Any communication system used by government
depends on the integrity of the people using it. If
governmental officials want to break the law there’s
plenty of other ways — even at public meetings
where there is no public in attendance, Yack said.

“With so few people at our meetings we could talk
about anything. Why would be have to sneak
around?” Yack said. “There's always a way to beat
the system if you want to. People who want to can
violate the law.”
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around to it can forget about it altogether for this
election. The deadline for getting a ballot was 2 p.m.,
Saturday, unless it’s an emergency.

Remember the lengthy ballot includes more than
the presidential race. State, county and local offices
demand your attention, as do the four state ballot
proposals, Wayne County proposals — Wayne
County Community College proposal depending
where in the township you live — and a local merit
ordinance amendment.

The length of the ballot plus the anticipated turn-
out will cause delays at the polls. Bennett suggests

“that you be prepared before you get to your voting
locations by having a good idea for whom you’re vot-
ing and how you feel on the ballot issues.

Because of changes in precincts and voting loca-
tions, you’re urged to take another look at your regis-
tration card to be sure you're headed in the right
direction.

But take heart, each voting location will have it's
own “problem resolution” person who will be hand
to help voters. These election workers, however, can-
not explain the meaning of ballot issues for you.

If you have any questions, call the township
clerk’s office, 397-5452. “We can solve a lot of prob-
lems beforehand,” Bennett said.

GOLF MERCHANDISE SALE

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY ¢ November 4

- November 8

+» All men's and ladies' apparel 30% to 70% off! Sansabelt
Hogan, Titleist, Ashworth, Tail, Leon Levin, Stanley
Blacker Bogner, Aureus, Head, Wilson and more!

« Great selection of Golf Shoes, New and Used Golf Clubs

...and New Goll Bags’

coupon at our sale!
» Daily Sale Specials!

« REGISTER TO WIN PRO LINE GOLF EQUIPMENT
EACH DAY! 5 Lucky Winners! New contest held each day
of our sale. No purchase necessary. Deposit your free entry

JOHN MOLENDA
RANDY ERSKINE
JAY HORTON

.MEET P.G.A. GOLF PROFESSIONALS DAILY...
MARK REASON
TOM VAN HAAREN

BRIEN CHARTER
GLENN PULICE

L IVONIA

FTOWNI

n two recent polls, St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital
(SIMH) was voted as

SQUARI

PN -
Havua

* Tours, classes and other education to help you
feel like an expert (even if it's your first baby)
* The excellent reputation of SJMH obstetricians

birthing center—
by readers of both Metro Times
and Metro PARENT. In fact, the
McAuley Family Birth Place at
St. Joe’s in Ann Arbor is fast
becoming the name for up-to-
date, family-focused matemity
care, for lots of big reasons:
¢ One of the few birthing
centers around to offer both
LDR and LDRP suites
* Lots of options for pain Pl
relief, including labor epi-

for the best for the tiniest reason of all—your baby.

If you're pregnant and looking for an S)MH obstetrician
near you, contact one listed here, or call ASK-A-NURSE
 anytime at 1-800-472-9696.

Donna Hrozencik, MD, and
Yvonne Manber, MD (Suite 305) 981-6556

o

Norman Gove, MD (Suite 302) 455-5990

McAuley Health Building, Ford Rd. at Lilley

QUM  Arbor Health Building, Ann Arbor Tr. at Harvey

durals and Jacuzzi bath tubs Hugo Sanchez, MD (Suite 201) 434-0450
. Sponsored by the St. joseph Mercy Hospital
‘ Religious Sisters of Metcy 5301 East Muron River Drive
w founded in 1831 P.O. Box 995
! by-c:mmdq Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

Firefighter
trades high heels

for boots

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Wendy Cobb traded in her
business suits,. heels and a com-
fortable desk job for a blue uni-
form, physical fitness and a
chance to help people — directly.

“That job was mentally chal-
lenging. This one is mentally and
physically challenging. You have
to think-quickly and act on it,”
said Cobb, 25, Canton- Town-
ship’s first woman firefighter.

After years in a comfortable po-
sition as a research analyst for a
publishing company, the Flat
Rock resident had an idea to work
with her city’s volunteer fire de-
partment. It was just something
she wanted to do, Meanwhile, her
husband stopped by the depart-
ment and got himself an applica-
tion.

‘““He never had an inclination to
do it,” Cobb said, amazed at her
husband. She did the same thing
and got herself an application. In
November, 1989, her training be-
gan in firefighting techniques and
emergency madical services.

“It made the analyst’s job feel
like it just wasn’t any fun,” Cobb
said. “I just felt I needed to do
something to help people.”

In Flat Rock she was a volun-
teer firefighter when she wasn’t
working her routine as an analyst.
But her publishing company co-
workers began to see a transfor-
mation. She wanted a career
switch.

With training and three years
of volunteer firefighting under her
belt, Cobb sought out other. de-
partments. Canton was one that
took notice of her training and
qualifications and she started
with the department in March.

Being singled out as a woman,
especially as the only woman, is
not what Cobb is all about. “And
neither do they,” Cobb said, refer-
ring to her male counterparts.
“There’s nothing here that’s any

Cobb was about t6 join the ranks.

just a competent, qualified indi-

different. There’s nothing here to
say who's a man or a woman, I
wouldn’t want them to treat me
any differently.”

No big deal is how Canton Fire
Chief , Mike Rorabacher sees
Cobb’s arrival in the ranks. She’s
considered no more or less im-
portant than the other four rook-
ies who joined the ranks this year
or a fifth who has yet to start. .

“We've had females apply in
the past. For one reason or anoth-
er, they didn’t make it through
the testing procedures,” Rora-
bacher said. Admittedly, a little
preparation was in order when

“When it was all said and done
it was just a non-issue,” Rora-
bacher said. “All of our new fire-
fighters have had high academic
and physical standards. She's

vidual. She had blended quite
well. Her attitude toward the fire

_service is consistent with all new

hirees.”

No doubt about that. Her fellow
firefighters tease her just as much
as they do each other. On the job,
she's like anybody else. “There’s
not one guy in this department
that I don’t like or that I think
doesn’t like me. I've been treated
as one of the guys. I couldn’t ask
for a better group of guys.”

She was, however, singled out
just once — by another woman.
The woman was aghast when she
saw Cobb with her co-workers
trying to help carry an elderly
woman. “I had to chuckle.”

Now with eight months on the
job, Cobb says she can’t imagine
returning to the 9-5 routine. And
she’s gotten used to the schedule
where she’s on duty, off duty,
then on duty for a couple days,
then off again. “I actually got a
tan this summer.”

As with all Canton firefighters,
Cobb has duties at the fire station
at Canton Center and Cherry Hill

STAFP PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER * -

No big deal: That’s how Wendy Cobb and her fellow firefighters view her arrival as the first woman at the Canton

Fire Department.

roads. Squads. and equipmentd
are checked daily, followed by
working around the station mow-
ing the lawn, waxing the floor or
housekeeping. In the afternoon,
firefighters train.

She’ll quickly tell you that fire-
fighting isn’t for every woman —
or man. “It doesn’t matter
whether you're a man or a woman,
you can’t be unfit.”

In her first three months in
Canton, she had more emergency
and fire runs than all year in Flat
Rock and that’s what she loves.
Though trained just like everyone
else in emergency medical ser-
vices, it's the firefighting side of
the job she needs.

“That’s what drives me. You
deal with the public a lot more.
It’s exhilarating. You can’t not
love this. You have to love it. You
walk into burning buildings.

One-dog canine unit returns

New on the job:
~Wendy Cobb be- ——

gan her duties

with the Canton

Fire Department

in March after

four years as a re-

search analyst

with a publishing

company.

to Canton police department

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

It won't exactly be like Rin Tin Tin. But the Can-
ton police will soon have its own canine program —
again.

“I want to see a very quality program here,” said
Canton police Chief John Santomauro. “Once it's
had a fair opportunity, we’ll evaluate the effective-
ness of the program.” :

One pre-trained dog will kickoff the reactivated
program. The dog, which has yet to be bought, will
help police officers on their daily duties. Because
dogs’ hearing and scent are better than in humans,
the dog will be used to help with searches, tracking,
lecating lost children, personal identification of sus-
pects, crowd control narcotics detection and assist-
ing on traffic stops and prowler runs.

Since the former canine program ended in 1988,
the department has used dogs from other agencies,
such as the Michigan State Police. Because of budg-
et cuts, it’s become more difficult to borrow the state
police dogs, police said.

Reduced costs also are expected from the canine
program, simply because the dog can search out a
suspedt, for example, while allowing what might oth-

erwise require additional officers on that particular
case to respond to other calls, Santotmauro said.

Narcotics detection is expected to be one of the big
bonus’ of having a canine unit. While it might take
an officer an hour to make a narcotics search, it
would take a trained dog five minutes, police said.

Crime prevention and community relations are
other areas where the dog is expected to play a big
role.

“Getting officers out on the streets as role models
for young people is important to us. The (police)
motorcycles interest people. Young people interact
well with the motorcycles and they interact well with
canines,” Santomauro said.

The program will be financed with drug forfeiture
money, rather than township tax money. Start-up
costs for the program’s first year are expected to run
$11,405.

The western Wayne County narcotics team also
may be able to use the dog, which would enable the
Canton department to get a percentage of any forfei-
ture money, Santomauro said.

Problems with compensation plus the age of the
two dogs used in the former program, spelled the end
of the canine unit.

Man beaten, robbed while
walking along Denton Road

A 21-year-old man was
punched and robbed by two uni-

COP CALLS

White Castle restaurant on Ford
at Haggerty. “A pipe bomb that is

dentified men as he walked on

hooked up to a timing device is

Denton Read early Friday mom-
ing, according to a Canton police
report.

':\o:tthe man walked northbound
on Denton from Mott Road, a
Ford with two men pulled up next
to him. The car's passenger
shouted, “how’s it going man?’
When the man answered the pas-

= !“m,ﬁ, M_of mw;md -

struck the man, knocking him to
the ground. 3

The passenger was joined by
the driver who helped him remove
the man’s jacket, valued at $100

and his wallet containing $120
cash. The men then got into their .
car and drove away on south-
bound Denton toward Michigan
Ave. No weapon was used in the
robbery, according to police.

bomb

An anonymous caller with a
young male voice reportedly
called Plymouth Canton High
School with a bomb threat Oct.
28.

The caller made the phone call
from a public telephone near the

going to go off this morning at the
high school,” the caller said.
Police searched the building
and found nothing, according to a
Canton police report.
assault and battery
A Canton man was injured Oct.
26 when he and another man got
embroiled in a political debate

__and ended up fighting. The in-

jured man was hit with a broom
handle, which left a 3-4 inch welt
on his arm. He sought medical at-
tention on his own, according to a
Canton police report.

State chamber endorses Whyman

The Michigan Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed Republi-
can Deborah Whyman, who is
challenging incumbent Democrat
Jim Kosteva in the 21st state
House District.

“She has a commitment to job
creation and economic develop-
ment by supportipg Michigan job
providers on_a wide range of key

issues,” said Bob LaBrant, cham-
ber vice president.

“We look forward to working
with Deborah Whyman in the
next legislative session on eco-
nomic issues. It's important to
employees and employers to have
people like Deborah Whyman,
who understand private en-
terprise and economic growth in

the Michigan House of Repre-
sentatives,” LaBrant continued.

The Michigan Chamber of
Commerce is a state-wide busi-
ness organization that represents
about 6,000 employers throughout
the state. It was established in
1959 to represent employer inter-
est in the legislative and political
process.
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