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Christmas crafts: A Canton wom-
an has taken to designing items
for the holiday season./ 13A

Russian adventure: A Madonna
University professor and his fami-
ly are quickly trying to learn as
much as possible about Russian
language and culture for their
two-month stay this spring./SA

Hoop preview: Preparations are
under way at Plymouth Salem for
the upcoming boys basketball
season./1B

Girls tourney: Livonia Ladywood
played Charlotte in a Class A girls
quarterfinal basketball game./1B

Classic tale: “A Christmas
Carol,” now playing at the Mead-
ow Brook Theatre, has become as
much a part of the metro Detroit
Christmas scene as the the
Thanksgiving Day Parade. This
year’s production includes a fine
cast and dazzling stage
wizardry./9B

Investment opportunity: Educat-
ing customers is a major part of
Kamran Karimpour’s business as
owner of Woven Treasures in
Birmingham./1C

Up with music: A suburban sym-
phony orchestra is seeking promis-
ing young instrumentalists and
vocalists for its young artist com-
petition. Judges include music di-
rector Francesco DiBlasi./1D

SUBURBAN LIFE

Fostering love: When Alvina
Roberson shows up at Susan
Tanner’s front door she’s wel-
comed with open arms. “Granny”
is a foster grandparent and a wel-
come addition to the Garden City
family./1H
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Schools look to replace Hoben

Monday.
By M.B. DILLON

STAFF WRITER

For the first time in public session,
the Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation will discuss replacing Superin-
tendent John Hoben.

At a workshop set for 8:30 p.m.,

Superintendent John Hoben has headed the Plymouth
Canton schools since 1972 and is expected to retire in
the near future. School board members will start talk-  **
ing about a replacement for the first time in public on

Monday in the board office at 454 S.
Harvey, trustees will talk about the
process they’ll use to find a successor
for Hoben, who turned 69 last month.

Hoben hasn’t said whether he'd
like to serve beyond the 1993-94
school year when his contract expires.

said he’ll

process.”

Trustee Dave Artley, who chairs
the board’s superintendent commit-
present
parameters and methods of searching,
and some of the things the committee
feels should be included in the search

A representative from the Michigan
Association of School Boards will
then “‘show how they can help facili-
-tate the process,” he said. Artley says
it's unlikely the MASB would be en-
trusted with the selection.

“The people vote for us, and voters
should know the people making the
choice. We're kind of excited about
the process, and John Hoben has
been supportive. He's helped us iden-
tify some potential candidates across
the country, and there are some good
people out there,” said Artley.

Hoben joined the district in 1955
and served as a secondary teacher un-
til 1964 when he became assistant
principal at Plymouth High School.

See HOBEN, 2A

“general

On Elaine Kirchgatter’s first day
as treasurer she had a staff meeting
and invited co-workers to take ad-
vantage of an open door policy.
She's extending the same offer to
residents.

“Anytime they (residents) would
like to talk to me, they should feel
free to,” Kirchgatter said. “I would

STAFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

On the job: Elaine Kirchgatter began a four-year term as Canton treasurer late last month.

New treasurer takes over smack

in the middle of tax preparation

B Kirchgatter went to work Nov. 5 to finish treasur-
er Gerald Brown’s term. Her four-year term began
Nov. 20 during one of the busiest times of year in
the office. Tax bilis to property owners, who pay
their taxes directly to the township, were sent out
last week.

Canton
to break
eround

BY DIANE GALE
STaFF WRITER

It looks like 1993 is going to be the
year of change in Canton.

Last week the Camton board an-
nounced that construction would be-
gin on Canton's downtown area. This

l RECREATION AREA

week trustees are looking at ground
breaking dates for a community cen-
ter, golf course and residential area,
at the .Pheasant Run subdivision,
south of Proctor between Canton
Center and Beck roads.

“We're hoping to break ground in
1993,” said Canton Supervisor Thom-
as Yack referring to the community
center. “A lot will depend on when we
can get the best price."”

Costs for the communjty center are
estimated between $12.6 million and
$13 million. Royalties from landfill
tipping fees are expected to pay off
much of the bill. Other sources of rev-
enue include a state grant estimated
at between $350,000 and $750,000 and
about $750,000 over five years from
federal grant money.

Selling services at the center, like
physical therapy sessions, banquet
facilities and employee training, like
those provided to police officers is an-
other funding option trustees are con-
sidering.

Also, user fees will go toward the
operation of the building. Plans are to
charge residents between $300 and
$400 annually. Fees also would be
charged on a drop-in basis. Non-resi-
dent fees, at a much higher rate, have

like to visit with them as long as I
have time available.”

Kirchgatter said, she hopes to
learn every office worker’s function.
“It will help me understand the
workings of the treasurer’s depart-
ment. They are very capable people
and they have helped -me under-
stand their responsibilities.”

Kirchgatter went to work Nov. §
to finish treasurer Gerald Brown's
term. Her four-year term began
Nov. 20 during one of the busiest
times of year in the office. Tax bills
to property owners, who pay their
taxes directly to the township, were
sent out last week.

And one of the first new policies
she established affects tax bills.
Traditionally, township offices are
closed the day before Christmas
and New-Year’s Eve. However, this

looking

year the treasurer’s office will be
open on Dec. 31 between 8:30 a.m
and noon to give property Owners
more time to pay their taxes before
the year's end.

During the campaign, Kir-
chgatter said
would be to establish a township

investment policy.

“T still plan to bring something to
board members probably in Janu-
ary,” she said. “My feeling right
now is that it will be more of an
informal policy. Basically it will be
a very conservative policy with no
major changes.”

She added, however, that she’s

money in at least two additional lo-
cal institutions. The change is ne-

o«

savings.
one of her goals

depositing township

cessitated for insurance purposes.

Currently the township has $35
million in investments, $18 million
in treasury bonds and the remain-
ing in certificate of deposits and

She learned, also, that the office
receives a tremendous number of
calls. The most common request is
from people interested to buy prop-
erty and asking about taxes.

One surprise of the office, she
said, was the number of people who
come to pay taxes on property when
taxes have already been paid.

“And we can only accept one pay-
ment,” she said. “Usually those are
divorce cases where both are trying
to prove they paid the taxes so they
can take possession of property.”

not yet been determined.

At best, Yack said, is the center
will break even. Extra funds from
other recreational activities like the
golf course, will be used to pay for the
center. Trustees said there will be no
money taken from the general fund
above the $700,000 annually that is
already being spent.

Plans call for a conference/profes-
sional development center; senior ac-
tivities area; banquet facilities; in-
door water activities area; active and
passive recreation opportunities; golf
clubhouse, and golf driving range.
Racquetball courts also have been
considered.

The second phase of construction
will include an outdoor swimming
pool and a golf and park maintenance
facility.

See GROUND, 2A

By M.B. DiLLON
Stary WriTER

Plymouth-Canton school board members took
a glimpse at the district’s 1993-94 budget Mon-
day night, and it doesn’t look pretty.

While the subject didn't come up at the work-
shop, indications are the “potential special
school election” seeking new millage will materi-
alize April 6.

Ray Hoedel, associate superintendent for busi-
ness, projects the district’s revenues at $80.6 mil-
lion, and expenditures at $80.7 million in 1993-
94. This year's expenditures are $77.8 million.

Because the financial picture is in flux, partic-
ularly at the state level, Superintendent John
Hoben likens budgeting for next year to handling
s bowl of Jello. But based on current figures, ex-
penditures will surpass revenues by $107,000.
The fund balance, or rainy day fund, has shrunk
from $2.8 million to $329,000.

It's expected that voters will be asked in 1993

P-C Schools ponder millage vote for April

to renew 17.74 mills. “The renewal is our num-
ber-one concern,” said Hoedel. “We will suggest
the renewal for two years.” The 17.74-mill levy
“represents half the revenue the district has,” he
added.

Hoben had good and bad news for trustees.

He said it appears property assessment freeze
will be lifted, creating a substantial increase in
local tax revenues. The increase is projected at 8
percent for residential property and 3 percent for.
commercial and industrial property next year.

The bad news is “there will probably be an
executive order cutback from the governor’s off-
jce that will impact the budget this year,” Hoben
said. Hoedel estimates the executive order cut-
back could total $400,000 this year and $1 mil-
fion next year, and said the action “may put the
district in the red, given our fund balance.

“When this will happen and the amount is not
known. However, it would be recommended that
we consider this when determining the amount

of a potential cutback in 1993-94 and in discuss-
ing a potential millage request.”

Despite last year's layoffs, the budget is still
“89 percent salary- and insurance-driven,” said
Trustee Dean Swartzwelter. Fringe benefit costs
in 1993-94 are projected to increase to 15 percent
from 11.4 percent. Fringes will increase to 20 per-
cent if projections hold for 1994-95. Costs in that
area “started to pick up last year,” said Hoedel.
“Our claims are way up,” said Errol Goldman,
assistant superintendent for employee relations.

There are 56 fewer staffers this year, due to
pink-slipping. “In some ways, that has caused us
some misery,” said Hoben. It's made class size
go up.” Para-professionals, or classroom aides,
are mandated for classes larger
than 32 students. i

for para-profession-
als was $120,000. line item will total
$340,000 this year.

See MILLAGE, 2A
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In 1968, Hoben, who also
served as the high school's foot-
ball coach, was named acting
coordinator for secondary educa-
tion. He became assistant super-
intendent for secondary education
in 1969 and was named superin-
tendent in 1972.

Artley said the board doesn’t
expect a decision from Hoben un-
til his evaluation this spring.
“That’s when we presume we will
have that discussion. If he gives
the indication that 1993-94 is it,
then this thing will be up and
running,” he said.

Artley, who’s consulted with
superintendent search firms, in-
dividuals who do searches and the
MASB, said the board has con-
sidered “doing this ourselves.

“There are a variety of ways the
superintendent search can be run,
ranging from hiring a major head-
hunter firm at a cost of $35,000 to
$40,000, down to doing it our-
selves, which might cost $8,000 to
$10,000.”

The search could take from six
months to a year, he said.

A critical priority will be “in-
volving the community. Whatever
the vehicle is, we must include as

M ‘To be successful
these days, it seems
like you need to be
able to communicate
your message.’

Thomas Yack

former school board member

many of the publics the district
serves as possible, including staff,
students, parents, retirees, the
business community and citizens
in general who may not have kids
in school,” Artley said.

“What we need to find out, and
it’s something characteristic of all
superintendent searches, is what
the community’s perception is as
far as what skills they think the
superintendent should have.”

Canton Township Supervisor
Thomas Yack served on the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation from 1974-85. School board
president from 1979-83, Yack

commended the board for “start-
ing at this time. It should be a
long process and it should be an
involved process, and as much an
opportunity to share governance

Attention girls and boys!
Christmas is almost here and you know

with people of the community as
anything.”

Chances of finding the best in-
dividual available will be en-
hanced if the various groups with-
in the community are able to help
profile the kind of superintendent
they need and want, Yack said.

The township has benefited in
hiring by using a consultant, he
added. Bartell & Bartell of Penn-
sylvania has supplied for Canton
testing instrugpents that identify
strengths and weaknesses of can-
didates. The consultant has also
helped the township align avail-

.able candidates with the profiles
of desired candidates. “It would
be immodest for me to suggest
characteristics in a successor,”
said Yack. “But being a good
communicator is important be-
cause school business has become
so complicated. To be successful
these days, it seems like you need
to be able to communicate your
message to all those audiences to
build support for what it is you
want to accomplish as an educa-
tional agency.”

Yack suggested the district not
scrimp in the process. “If you look
to spend very little money, chanc-
es are that’s what you’ll get; very
little for your money.”

Ground

from page 1A

Greens sale

Christmas trimmings: The Plymouth Branch
Garden Association will be selling greens for
Friday from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. at the Mayflower Hotel in ;
Hopkins, right, weighs the holly as Doris Richard (left) Eileen Wittenberg and
Shirley Connors assist.

of the Woman’s National Farm and
deocrations and baked goods on

SHARON LEMIRUX/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER]

Plymouth. Above, Helen

Millage from page 1A

Presenting an unknown is the
teachers’ contract, which expires
Aug. 30. Negotiations are slated
to begin in April or shortly before.

Other budget highlights in-
clude:

B $900,000 in 1993-94 and

$950,000 in 1994-95 to open two
new elementaries.

B State equalized valuation is
expected to increase to $2.2 mil-
lion in 1993-94 from $2 million.

B Total revenue is expected to in-
crease 6 percent. Revenue in-
creased 3 percent this year. Total
expenditures are estimated to in-
crease 3.8 percent in 1993-94, up
from an increase of 2.5 percent

B Employee insurance and bene-
fits totaled $13.4 million this
year. The figure is projected at
$14.3 million next year and $15.7
million the following year.

B State revenue, $3.5 million this
year, is expected to drop to $3 mil-
lion next year and $2.5 million in
1994-95.
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Letter Yo Sania
The Observer
744 Wing

what that means. Santa Claus is up at the
' North Pole waiting for letters and double

' checking his list to find who has been
naughty or nice.

Once again this year, The Observer is
asking children to send us their letters to
Santa Claus, along with their school picture.
The deadline is Dec. 7. We'll print those
letters and photographs in our Dec. 17 issue,
having forwarded the letters to Santa Claus
in plenty of time to be ready for Christmas

Children of all ages are encouraged to
send their letters to: ‘

Plymouth, 48150 |

The gymnasium would provide

| volleyball, indoor hockey, tum-

bling, gymnastics, badminton and

other sports. The fitness area

would have equipment like Stair-

masters, life cycle machines and

treadmills. A separate area would

be designated for free weights. An

| indoor track also is included in
{ the plans.

Some of the rooms would have
interchangable capacities. For in-
stance, by day the senior citizen
room could be used for dance
classes.

Currently Canton’s senior
groups are housed in a building
on Michigan Avenue and Sheldon
Roads.

B

The deadiine for
submitting letters
is Monday, Dec. 7.

apier

N
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Tree Sale!
X

Plymouth Nursery is donating a
portion of the sales on fresh
Christmas trees, garland,
wreaths and poinsettias to
YOUR Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band!

1992 State
Champion

1992 Division
AAA National
Champions

>

Saturday, December 5th
Sunday, December 6th

2L

Plymouth Nursery and Garden Center

Are Your
Municipal Bonds
Being Called?

You may be one of the many municipal bond holders
whose bonds are being called today, a result not only of
maturing bonds but of state and local governments
redeeming high interest rate bonds. Ten years ago interest
rates were double-digit, municipal bonds averaged over
13%, today they are averaging just over 6%. The Ohio
Company is convinced municipal bonds will continue to
be an excellent investment, especially considering their
tax-free advantages.

Mak e this the
year le turns his
grades around.

With our caring, individualized
instruction, students find their
grades and self-confidence soar-
ing. Call today to learn how we
can help your child.

Contact one of our experienced Account Executives.
We will check the status of your municipal bonds and
if necessary will help you select alternative
investments that will allow you to achieve your
r Sylvqp financial goals. )
#Learmng
* Center*
462-2750

Karen Benson, Director
6 Mile & 1-275
Livonia

Writing @

The
Ohjo

€199 Syhan Leaming Systems

575 South Main Street
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 Companyf

Member New Yok Stock Exchange
Memter SIPC

(313) 454-3751

* Readin lath &

® SAT/ACT & Study Skills &

( PLYMOUTH NURSERY'S )

Experience C. hri:tmas\
like you remember it.
Take a short drive in the

country and enjoy the
Come join the fun sights and sounds of
this weekend! FREE Christmas!
» Photos with Santa « Cider and - A
Doughnuts » Hay Rides - CampFire  SSRee g8’ Fresh, Fragrant

Special Events are from 11am - 4 pm

Trees and Greens |«

Plymouth Nursery offers one of the largest varieties |
of fresh Christmas Trees, wreaths and roping
and decorating

greeas in town.

+35 Lite Set 3 for $597
:ﬁhﬁigﬁf Reg,orsgwa. .
L or Multi-Color

-------~

. Michigan Cedar ¥
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Ask-the-archbishop show to air on cable TV

By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

Cable TV viewers throughout
metropolitan Detroit will notice
a new half-hour show in their
program guides beginning this
week.

Entitled “Dialogue,” it's pro-
duced by the Archdiocese of De-
troit and features Archbishop
Adam Maida fielding questions
from journalists and parishio-
ners-at-large in a town meeting
format. Thus far, 28 cable sys-
tems have picked up the show,
the brainchild of Ned McGrath,
director of communications for
the diocese and a former TV re-
porter.

“l looked at what we were
doing on our channel here and
what I'd seen come through from
other Catholic programs and
suppliers,” said McGrath. “Most
of what I saw were interview pro-
grams where people in the
church interviewed other people
in the church. 1 felt perhaps
there were enough of those out
there and we should try to do
something a little bit different
and appealing to a wider audi-
ence, and not necessarily a Cath-
olic audience.”

Timely issues

Because of his position as a
spiritual leader in a metropolitan
area, the archbishop’s interests
and concerns cross denomina-
tional lines, McGrath said.

“The archbishop feels it's part
of his mission as a teacher and
bishop to teach and instruct on
important and timely issues and
answer questions regarding faith
and the operation of the
diocese,” he said.

The pilot, airing this week,
featured McGrath, and question-
ers from the media as well as pa-
rishioners from Detroit-area
churches.

Maida addressed issues rang-
ing from the role of women in the
church to Dr. Jack Kevorkian's
assisted suicides and the ever-
increasing cost of Catholic edu-
cation.

M ‘The archbishop
feels it's part of his
mission as a teacher
and bishop to teach
and instruct on im-
portant and timely Is-
sues and answer
questions regarding
faith and the opera-
tion of the diocese.’

Ned McGrath

communications director

On the role of women, dis-
cussed at a bishops’ conference
in Washington that Maida at-
tended, the archbishop said, “To
the extent we can raise the con-
sciousness of the role of women
and the dignity of women in our
church, we need to do everything
we can. We know ordination is
not permissible, yet within the
government and liturgy of the
church, so much needs to be
done. | think women need to be
affirmed for the good things that
they do.”

Suicide question

Maida's comments on Dr.
Kevorkian were picked up by
wire services and aired across the
country. The archbishop said he
senses a ‘‘great ignorance on the
part of our people with respect to
the deeper issues that are in-
volved. We are into deep ques-
tions — where does life come
from, who is the author of life,
and who really has the ultimate
say with respect to someone’s
life?"

Maida said the church “will be
working throughout the state,
lobbying, teaching, and doing ev-
erything we can to have our voice
heard.”

Detroit has image problems
enough. Michigan doesn’t need
to be known as the suicide state,
he said.

Maida said he's a big believer

Dialogue:

questions from journalists and parishioners-at-large. Produc
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A new cable TV show entitled “Dialogue” features Detroit Archbishop Adam Maida fielding
er Suzanne Ganzak says the archbishop is excit-
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ed about the program, and has a warm, outgoing personality that lends itself to the tube. “Detroit is lucky to

have him,” she said.

in “engaging the people who are
involved in making decisions,”
one reason he's made it a priority
to consult with clergy and Catho-
lics throughout the archdiocese.

“That’s my style; I really work
at it, and I work at it pretty
hard,” Maida said.

The lack of Catholic schools
serving newer churches in the
suburbs is a huge concern, Mai-
da said. “I hope somehow to ad-
dress that. I would like to make a
commitment that every child

who would like to go to a Catho-
lic school would have that oppor-
tunity. It's not something I can
solve in a minute — it's long
range — but it has a very high
priority in my life and in my
ministry.”

In future shows, the archbish-
op will be interviewed by student
journalists, representatives from
religious and suburban papers,
and members of parishes
throughout the nation’s fifth-

Jargest archdiocese, which en-
compasses six counties and in-
cludes 1.5 million people.

Holiday season

“In this Christmas season, I
would encourage you to reflect on
the deeper meaning of life,” Mai-
da said. “Listen to the message
of Jesus. Hear how he instructs
us to love one another and to ac-
cept suffering. In the end, there
is life, there is peace, there is joy,

and there will even be angels.”

For a yearly subscription to
the Catholic Television Network
of Detroit guide, send $6 with
your name and address to the
Archdiocese of Detroit, Office of
Telecommunications, 305 Michi-
gan Ave., Detroit, 48226.

“Dialogue” will air at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6; 3 p.m. Dec. 11; 1:30 p.m.
Dec. 15; at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 23, at 9
p.m. Dec. 26 and at 11:30 a.m.
Dec. 28.

Hunting novice on target

Hunters from Plymouth and
Canton are still coming out of the
woods to report their success dur-
ing the deer season.

Shannon Werner, 20, of Plym-
outh killed her first deer on Sat-
urday while hunting for the first
time with her father David
Werner in Dickinson County in
the western Upper Peninsula. It
was a six point buck.

Chuck Bruning of Canton re-
ported that he killed a 140 pound
doe with a bow on Oct. 20 in
Presque Isle County.

Steven Kwiatkowski, 14,
bagged a buck and a doe with a
rifle in Presque Isle County. He
shot the 100 pound doe on Nov.
21 and a 140 pound spike horn
buck on Nov. 20.

Jim Payne and his son, Alan, 9,
of Canton only traveled to nearby
Washtenaw County to bag his
Alan’s first buck, a 16 point, 160
pounder on Nov. 16.

Another successful hunter in
Washtenaw County was Dave
Gerke of Plymouth who bagged a
buck with a bow on Nov. 14. It
weighed 195 pounds.

The Plymouth and Canton Ob-
server Newspapers feature the
names of successful hunters in
the Community Buck Pole.

The buck pole is based on a
tradition in northern Michigan.
Each year during deer season suc-
cessful hunters bring their buck
to town and hang them on a pole
for all to see.

To report a kill, call Jeff
Counts, the editor, or Kevin
Brown, a staff writer at 459-2700
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. The fea-
ture will continue through the
archery and muzzle-loader sea-
sons.

We also take pictures of suc-
cessful hunters with their kill.

Stop by our offices at 744 Wing

COMMUNITY

. Buck Pole

| We want to know about your
successful hunting season. {
| Whether you bagged a buck 4
| or a doe with rifle or bow, give
us a call to report your success. |
and we'll publish your name. g
| Callus at:
| (313) 644-1100 ext 241. 1

St. in Plymouth during business
hours and we’ll take your picture
with buck or doe.

Cheer club needs members

Compared to last year, dona-
tions to the Plymouth and Can-
ton Observer Christmas Cheer
Club are down a bit.

But we know our readers are
going to come through.

We're hearing that traffic is up
at stores and shopping malls this
Christmas season over last year.

So while you're out there, why
not pick up a toy or canned good
or two, and bring them by our off-
ice at 744 Wing.

Most recent contributors to the
Cheer Club are the Baranski fam
ily, Ed Andrysiak and Joann and

Harold Rocholl.

Last year marked the first ever
food and toy drive we'd done at
our office on Wing Street.

And our readers made it a
whopping success. That’s because
by the time some Salvation Army
folks came by to pick up dona-
tions, our office was nearly filled
with toys and canned goods.

The idea behind the club is
that no child should be without a
gift on Christmas, and no family
should go hungry

Joining is easy. Membership is
open to anyone who can take the
time to stop by our office and

drop off a canned good or new,
unwrapped toy for a needy child.

Then, we'll continue to collect
them through mid-December.
That's when we’ll turn them over
to the Salvation Army for distri-
bution to needy kids and families
in our area.

When you drop by our office,
we'd like to take your name and
list it in The Observer with others
who give to the Christmas Cheer
Club.

Last year, we counted just over
200 donors

Our office hours are 9 am. to
5:30 p.m. weekdays

Family yule sing-along set for Kellogg

A Christmas carol sing-along is scheduled for
downtown Plymouth on Sunday as Santa arrives in
Kellogg Park for Plymouth Christmas Family Day

The sing-along is scheduled for 12:45 p.m. at the
park fountain. Santa is scheduled to arrive in
horse-drawn carriage st | pom. and will throw the
switch to light a large Christmas tree

Families sttending the event are encouraged te
vote for their favorite among the 60 Christmas Lrees
that will line the park walkways Ballots are avail
able at the Chamber of Commerce, Box Bar and

Mayflower Hotel

Starting nest week, kids can visit Santa in his

store

davs

temporary house
from 4-9 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays. 10
am. to 6 p.m. Saturdays and noon to 5 p.m. Sun

Fred Hill's former Main Street

Pictures will be available —

Santa's visit Sunday is hosted by the Community
Federal Credit Union.

Saturday is decorsting day for the 8-foot pine
trees to line the park walkways. Each tree is spon
sored and decorated by a service club, family. local
business of scoul troop.

Cost 1o sponsor a tree is $35 and inchudes hights

For more information, cail the chamber at 453 1540
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T-SHIRT

*A gift anyone would
appreciate, our cotton
interlock long T-shirt

with roll sleeves

Six great colors to wear

with short or long
skirts, leggings, pants
white, black, wild rose

turquoise, violet

or yellow. S-M-L, $38
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Robbers strike 2
area businesses,

no ties suspected

Two, apparently unrelated, rob-
beries were reported Nov. 25 at
Dad’'s Corner Store on Warren
and Bunker Hill and Builder’s
Square on Ford Road.

At Dad’s Corner Store employ-
ees reportedly told police that a
man between 25 and 30 years old,
about 5-feet-9 inches tall, 160
pounds and blue eyes walked into
the store with a sweat shirt
around his head and pulled_tig
He walked to a cooler and took a

A single bottle of beer before walk-

ing to a checkout counter. He
pulled out a gun and ordered the
clerk to open the cash register
drawer. Clerks reported $800
cash, a bottle of beer and pack of
cigarettes stolen.

In a separate case, a man re-
portedly went to a cashier at
Builder's Square with an item
valued at less than one dollar.
The cash drawer opened while the
cashier tried to make the man’s
change, he grabbed a stack of 20
dollar bills and ran out of the
business.

Canton chamber
sponsors auction

The Canton Chamber of Com-
merce will hold its fifth annual
Dinner/Auction at 6 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. .30, at Fellows Creek
Golf Club in Canton.

This year’s theme is “Get
Lucky,” which will accompany
the casino decor of the event. The
dinner/auction is the chamber’s
biggest fund-raiser of the year,
and proceeds are used to finance
operating expenses, scholarships,
building fund and community
events such as “Santa Comes to
Canton.”

The Canton Chamber of Com-
merce is looking for items to auc-
tion. The donation of mer-
chandise gift certificates or cash
to purchase larger items is need-

= CRIME

Tools stolen

A stereo and various tools, val-
ued by the owner at $1,700, were
reportedly stolen last week from a
garage on Boston Hill. In another
case, more than $3,000 worth of

tools were reportedly stolen from |

a 1985 Dodge parked in the drive-
way of a Willow Creek Drive resi-
dent.

* Marital woes

Canton police were called out to
break up an argument between a
40-year-old Canton woman and
her 31-year-old husband last
week. The woman told police her
husband took the check book and
his money into the bathroom and
refused to give her money. The
man said his wife threatened to
“scratch his eyes out” if he didn’t
give her the money.

ed. All donations are tax deducti-
ble and will be acknowledged be-
fore and during the event.

Cash donations of $200 or more
will receive special recognition,
two free dinner/auction reserva-
tions and will be included in a
sponsorship drawing.

Some of the donations to be
auctioned off are trips, a fishing
boat, $500 worth of cable advertis-
ing, children’s train set, romance
packages and a grand door prize
of a trip for two to Las Vegas in-
cluding air, transportation, hotel
and taxes.

To donate, or to attend, call the
Canton Chamber of Commerce at
453-4040.
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11-year-old undaunted by epilepsy

BY DIANE GALE
SpECIAL WRITER

When James Sholtz talks
about one day canoeing the Am-
azon, you just know that this
determined 11-year-old isn’t
going to be slowed down.

Nothing will get in his way,
not even the epilepsy he was di-
agnosed as having last year.

In fact, when the Westland
boy was told he had epilepsy his
reaction surprised his mother,
Dawn Sholtz.

“He said he could be a good
example to people with epilep-
sy,” said Sholtz, a registered
nurse at St. Mary Hospital,
Livonia.

With a matter of fact tone he
uses in daily conversation,
Sholtz explained that even as a
young boy he knew what epilep-
sy was and what it could do.

He saw it first hand with his
younger brother, Justin, who is
also mentally retarded.

“] was 5 and my brother was
2, and we were in a car not far
from St. Mary (Hospital),”
James said. “My grandparents

were in the front seat. He put-

his hands up and he started
shaking.”

“I told my grandparents that
something was wrong. They
took him to the hospital and it
turned out he was having a
seizure that lasted an hour.”

James' epilepsy is different.
He was much older when he was
first diagnosed. When James
has a seizure he hears echoes,
talks rapidly, gets weak and diz-
zy and experiences flashbacks.

Although medication has con-
trolled the seizures it hasn’t
eliminated them altogether.

“I know when I get older if the
seizures aren’t under control I
won't be able to drive or drink
alcohol,"” James said.

In the meantime, James is
more active than most boys his
age. He plays chess on the
Wayne-Westland school district
chess team, plays soccer for the
“Vipers” of the Great Lakes
Soccer League, enjoys singing in
the choirs at school, plays cello,
and is teaching himself piano.

. Chemistry experiments and
anything to do with social stud-
ies are top on his list of things
to do, too. Name the sport and
James is involved. Name the
country and James can tell you
where it is. Name the food, and

James can probably prepare it
to your liking.

And despite the busy sched-
ule, James gets all A’s and B’s
as a sixth grade student at
Patchin Elementary School, on
Newburgh between Ford and
Warren Road.

“I do the regular things an 11-
year-old would do,” James said.
“It just doesn’t stop me from
doing anything.”

James has learned compas-
sion as a byproduct of the stress
that goes with living with Jus-
tin.

“He always had so much love
for his brother,” Dawn Sholtz
said. “He’ll get mad at him, too,
when Justin tears up his things.
He knows the kids at school who
have disabilities and he helps
them, but without being arro-
gant.”’

Doctors haven't been able to
tell Dawn Sholtz what has
caused epilepsy in both cases.

Since both her sons have epi-
lepsy heredity would be the first
guess. However, Dawn Sholtz
said that’s not necessarily true.

“We don't know anyone who
has it in the family,” she said.

Although James has had se-

vere blows to his head while
playing jungle games and rough-
housing, doctors aren’t sure ex-
actly why he has epilepsy.

“For some reason out of the
blue, his showed up,” Dawn
Sholtz said.

“He had flashbacks and he
was talking real fast. I thought
it was a psychiatric problem at
first, and I took him to a psychi-
atric hospital and they diag-
nosed him as having seizures,

Fourteen months later, James
rattles off medical procedures
that are performed on epileptic
patients with the accuracy of a
professional.

His advice for other people
with the disorder is simple.

“If they take their medication
it will be under control,” James
said. “And when they get their |
blood drawn they shouldn’t wor-
ry. It's not that painful. It's a
needle and it goes in you, but it
doesn't hurt.”

Enough about needles, the
young man has other things on
his mind. When James gets old-
er, he said, he wants to visit all
seven continents. His tone is
convincing.
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We're giving it all away for Christmas!
Hurry into Smith Furniture and save
25-55% storewide, plus receive our

special CHRISTMAS TRIPLE BONUS of...
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‘O/K’ education reform
proposal entering fray

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Michigan will see a third entry
in the 1994 school tax reform
sweepstakes.

Educators are expected to meet
soon in Redford Union School
District to launch a petition drive
for the so-called “O/K proposal.”
It's aimed at Increasing state
funding for public schools and
bringing some equity between
rich and poor districts.

“O/K” is named for Detroit at-
torney David Olmstead, one of the
HOPE team recently defeated for
re-election to the school board,
e e E R
of education at the University of
Michigan.

Also likely to face voters are:

B The “KIDS" proposal, to
amend the state constitution by
guaranteeing ‘‘equity” — and
thereby allowing a lawsuit under
which a court could order massive
funding changes.

B The Group of 12 plan, a bipar-
tisan legislative proposal to elimi-
nate all $5 billion in local school
property taxes for operations and
replace them with higher state in-
come and single business taxes.
The Legislature could implement
it without voter approval, but vot-
ers in 1994 would be offered a
chance to substitute a higher
sales tax for the other state taxes.

The O/K plan

The O/K plan has support from
both in-formula districts (which
receive state aid) and out-of-for-
mula districts (which rely entirely
on local property taxes). So far,
there is no organized opposition.

Supporters will seek 295,000
valid signatures to bring it to the
Legislature. Lawmakers would
have 40 days to adopt it. If they
don’t, O/K is automatically on
the ballot.

Kearney said the plan would
force both the state and local
boards to fund schools properly
and cut property taxes. As he out-
lined his principles:

B The state would be required to
fund 50 percent of all K-12 public
schools, with the lottery proceeds
as a bonus. “This would bring the
approximate percentage of state
funding back to the levels of the
early 1970s,” said Kearney. Cur-
rently, state school aid is $3 bil-
lion, and local taxes are $5 billion.
B Voters would not be asked to
approve a tax increase. The Legis-
lature would be forced to deal
with it.

B “All new state money” would
be earmarked for schools and tax
relief.

B Property assessment increases
would be limited to the rate of
consumer price inflation.

B Out-of-formula districts, which
get no general state aid, would be
“held harmless” — they could not
lose what they have. State aid for
categoricals — such as special ed-
ucation — would be frozen at cur-
rent levels.

KIDS plan alive

Born in Washtenaw County,
the KIDS plan was born in 1990
but faltered on its way to the bal-
lot.

“We're planning a fresh start,”
Barbara Ebeling, chair of the Yp-
silanti-based group, said in mid-
1992. The acronym stands for
“Knowledge Is Democracy’s Safe-
guard.”

Centerpiece is a constitutional
amendment sponsored unsuc-
cessfully by Rep. Kirk Profit, D-
Ypsilanti. It calls for “equal op-
portunity for education for each
public elementary and secondary
school pupil.”

In states with such constitu-
tional language, underfunded
school districts have been able to
sue for massive equalization in
funding. Kentucky, for example,
passed $1 billion in new taxes,
lowered the richer districts and
increased the poorer ones.

The Michigan State Chamber
of Commerce is adamantly op-
posed. Rich Studley, vice presi-
dent for governmental relations,
calls it “a wolf in sheep’s cloth-

g

“The KIDS proposal clearly
opens the door for litigation that
could easily result in court-or-
dered levels of government spend-
ing — perhaps even court-ordered
tax increases,” Studley said.

Group of 12

Odds are slim that the bipar-
tisan Group of 12's reform plan
will get through the Legislature in
its abbreviated post-election ses-
sion.

It was crafted by Rep. Glenn
Oxender, R-Sturgis, author of sev-
eral plans over the years to re-
place local property taxes with a
state Income tax.

If adopted, the plan would yield
about $4,700 per student state-
wide. Currently Michigan's 562
school districts spend between
$2,000 and $9,000 per pupil. If
adopted, it could rernove the need
for either the O/K or KIDS pro-
posals.

The plan was developed in
secrecy in Lansing and so far has
had no public hearing. Gov. John
Engler is cool to the call for in-
creased state taxes.

‘Equity’ unneeded

Advocates of equity make no
comment about a mid-1989 De-
troit News computer analysis
showing no correlation between
school spending and student test
scores.

The News study, by Mark
Hornbeck, showed relatively
“poor” districts had some of the
highest state test scores in the
state, and vice-versa.

Examples: Novi ranked in the
top five in test scores but was
58th in funding. Oak Park, with
Northland Center as its tax base,
was one of the state’s richest but
ranked near the bottom in test
scores.

Family educational levels and
family income were found to be
far more important indicators of
students’ academic success than
the dollars of school district
spending.
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Now you can own a home or
rent an apartment in a full-service
community, without paying an
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Announcing a new community of homes
designed with your independence in mind.

many built-in amenities as well as
an on-site, award-winning, skilled
health center to enhance your
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ONE YEAR

INTEREST-FREE FINANCING
AND

A SAVINGS OF 35% |

ON FAMOUS BRAND FURNITURE

3 DAYS ONLY!

FRI., DEC. 4, 1992 9:30-9:00
SAT., DEC. 5, 1992 9:30-5:30
SUN., DEC. 6, 1992 1:00-5:00

» Thomasville * Pennsylvania House « Sligh Clocks

* Century « Bob Timberlake * Hekman
« Nichols & Stone « Conover « Howard Miller
» Classic Leather * Harden « Hooker

« Canal Dover » Hancock & Moore » Lexington and more

And For 3 Days Only Take An Additional 10% OFf Any Htem
S NCE Sen Doe Clrwpe

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9:00 - Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 - Open Sun. 1-5

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile *474-6900
« All Previous Sales Excluded - Offer Not Valid o
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il

30% OFF entire stock of regular-price separate
sweaters for misses’, petites, plus sizes and juniors.
Excludes Liz Claiborne. Reg. $26-$76, now 17.33-63.20.

30% OFF entire stock of regular-price separate blouses
for misses, petites, plus-sizes. Reg. $16-549, now 1 1.20-34.30.

30% OFF entire stock of dresses and suits. For every occa-
sion in misses’, petite and plus sizes. Reg. $60-$250, now $42-8176

30% OFF entire stock of ladies’ intimate apparel including
bras, slips, panties, sleepwear and robes. Reg 3/7.99-8 140, now 3/5.69-$98.

Just a sampling
of our 1-Day
Sale savings:

30% OFF entire stock of fashion jewelry. Beautiful earrings.
necklaces, bracelets and pins. Reg. 4.99-$86, now 3.49-60.20

30% OFF entire stock of regular-price handbags. €xciudes
Coach and Liz Claiborne. Reg. $28-8 130, now 19.60-$91

30% OFF entire stock of ladies’ boots. Nylon and leather, lined
and unlined styles. Reg. 29.99-$120, now 20.99-%84

30% OFF entire stock of men’'s rainwear, topcoats and
outerwear. Reg. $90-8495, now $63-346.50

30% OFF entire stock of Arrow dress shirts. Short- and long-
sieeved. Fitted and full-cut, solids and fancies. Reg. $25-832, now 17.50-22.40

30% OFF entire stock of Haggar suit separates, sport-
coats, dress and casual pants. Reg $32.8160. now 22.40-8112

25%-30% OFF entire stock of children’s playwear,

> - K i ~anti > snendence t
for your children’s outgrown e entrance fee ?ir pfltymg for\ B:;r;u{rlufd independer i r Al - 3 ol comcn o cnse ome
Vb services you.dont need. At stsford Commons, vou'll live sportswear, outerwear. save Buy more. save 30%
clothing. accessories & e s g e oy ‘ : Christmas tablecloths
o g. m‘ (T —— . Botsford Commons, meals, life to the fullest in a healthy ‘0‘-9392'“ sizes of - Selected styles. Reg
. lamen. Meal admission BCReT and gradules 8 $
Call Today are nox mciuded = health care and other serv and active atmosphere
B For Your Appeointment! a——— o ices are optional. , ina beautiful. wooded ®
Mon & Fn 10amdom 4 Botsford Commons offers fout Cotwes Voo Farmington Hills setting
Toes -Thurs & Sat "0am-Gpm .
Ciosed Sunday
Selection vanes Dy store LOWE 18 SERALITY VYALEL & SEAVICY

Call Joan at (313) 477-1646 today, for more information.
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Doors open sarly at § a.m. Shop wwit 17 p.m.
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