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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Fatality: A 28-year-old Canton 
woman was killed Tuesday night 
in a car-truck accident in Superior 
Township. /4A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Hard times: Area libraries struggle 
to maintain services and adapt to 
changing technological landscape 
as poor economy batters budgets. 
/ 5 A 

SUBURBAN LIFE 

Holiday cheer: John Gregory be-
lieves in decorating for the holi-
days. It takes plenty of work but 
he transforms his Redford salon, 
gift boutique and apartment up-
stairs into Christmas wonderland 
on par with Greenfield Village./ 1H 

SPORTS 

Hoop season: The high school 
boys basketball season started 
Tuesday for Canton, Salem and 
Plymouth Christian./IB 

Swim stars: The area's best in 
girls swimming are on the All-Ob-
server team. /5B 

ENTERTAINMENT 
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Historical drama: "The Queen's 
Physician," a rich historical dra-
ma, with a torid fictional romance 
between the Queen of Spain and 
her Jewish physician, opens at the 
Jewish Ensemble Theatre. / 8B 

BUSINESS 

Learning the ropes: Retail con-
sultants probably would have 
advised Barbara and Ronald 
Heslop against taking over a run-
down card shop. But they turned 
their lack of experience into a mul-
ti-million dollar operation./1C 
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OUR PHONE NUMBERS 

'We'll listen,' school trustee says 

l £ | 
B Y M . B . D I L L O N 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

With talks of replacing school Superintendent John 
Hoben starting, one school board member is promis-
ing the public that it will have a say in the selection of 
a replacement. 

When Plymouth-Canton school 
Superintendent John Hoben decides 
to retire, the community will have in-
put into the process used to replace 
him, said school board member Dave 
Artley. 

"We want this community to an-
swer what are the specialized skills 

and personality characteristics they 
desire in a superintendent, and what 
are the most important duties of a su-
perintendent," said Artley. 

Artley mapped out options avail-
able to the board in locating Hoben's 
successor at a Monday night work-
shop. He worked with trustees Jack 
Farrow and Carl Battishill in putt ing 
the plan together. 

Hoben, 69, has a contract effective 
through July 1, 1994. He has not said 
when he plans to retire. 

"I think it 's safe to say I haven't 
made any plans," said Hoben, who 
has served as superintendent since 
1972. 

"I haven't resigned my position. 
Right now, my job is running the 
school district and making ends 
meet." 

Finding the best 
Artley said "the goal is to find the 

best and brightest, and to do that we 
will involve as many of our publics as 

we can; students, staff, parents, the 
business community, retirees and cit-
izens in general." 

It 's important that the board know 
what skills and capabilities the com-
munity perceives as important in a 
chief school administrator, Artley 
said. 

Often a new superintendent lasts 
just a year because an issue comes up 
that wasn't anticipated, he said. 

The district could use a major head 
hunter at a cost of $30,000 to $35,000. 
Another option is to hire a one- or 
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Spreading cheer: Daniel and Jacob Porter of Plymouth Township are among the most recent contributors to the Christmas 
Cheer Club. 

Time's nearly up for holiday cheer 
B V K E V I N B R O W N 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

If you're planning to contribute to 
our Chris tmas Cheer Club, know that 
time is running short. 

The Salvation Army requires time 
to distribute items. So we're setting a 
deadline of noon Wednesday for ac-
cepting your contributions. 

And if you haven't contributed, 
why not pick u p a toy or canned good 
or two, and bring them by our office 
at 744 Wing. 

Of the many kind folks who've con-
tributed recently to the Cheer Club, 
one s tands out. 

That ' s Smith School first-grader 

Katy Morgan oi Plymouth Township. 
For being the second-biggest seller of 
candy and other items for a Christ-
mas fund-raiser, she'd won a $75 gift 
certificate for a toy store. 

"I t was her decision at that point 
not to use all of it for herself," said 
dad John Morgan. "She said she 
would like to use some of the money 
for kids who weren't going to have a 
Christmas." 

So on Friday, she and mom Mari-
lyn donated a bag of toys to the Cheer 
Club for other kids. 

Other recent contributors were Eve 
Yarger of Plymouth, Derek Dapinski, 

George Grech of Canton, Mrs. Green, 
Lucy Portelli of Plymouth Township, 
Daniel and Jacob Porter of Plymouth 
Township, Jack Wilcox, Andy and 
Emily Swan son of Canton, Shawn 
and Shane Keough of Canton. Carol 
Perrault of Plymouth Township, 
Bruce and Doris Richards, Mike 
Schmalhurst 's family of Plymouth 
Township, Lynn Tullock of Plym-
outh Township, Doyal and Bea Gray 
of Plymouth, Tony and Billie Mas-
saro of Canton, Elsie, Patricia and 
Nila Rowland of Plymouth, and Dan, 
Phyllis and Eddie Cable of Canton. 

S e e C H E E R , 2 A 

• 'It was her decision at 
that point not to use all 
of It for herself. She said 
she would like to use 
some of the money for 
kids who weren't going 
to have a Christmas.' 

John Morgan 
Katy's dad 

Canton 
water safe 
B Y D I A N E G A L E 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

It 's safe to drink the water. 
Canton residents should consider 

themselves lucky. Out of 80 some 
communities serviced by the Detroit 
Water System, 36 communities failed 
a water test tha t reveals lead and cop-
per levels. 

Canton, however, passed. Test re-
sults showed copper and lead levels 
were far below dangerous points. 

"Results of the testing shows tha t 
we're well below any type of danger 
level, and those were taken under the 
worst case scenarios," according to 
Karl Gorham, Department of Public 
Works special services foreman. 

Testings began at the beginning of 

• 'Results of the 
shows that we're 
low any type of danger 
level, and those were 
taken under the worst 
case scenarios.' 

Karl Gorham 
DPW foreman 

Teen girl raped 
on way to school 

the year after the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency issued a notice on ac-
ceptable levels of copper and lead in 
water. 

Communities were required to take 
samples to determine the levels of 
those materials. 

In the past, communities were re-
quired to test water at treatment fa-
cilities. The new EPA requirements 
say, however, that tests must be done 
as it comes into the house. 

Plymouth Township police are in-
vestigating the reported rape of a 16-
year-old high school s tudent after she 
was abducted on her way to a bus 
stop on Wednesday. 

The Plymouth Canton High stu-
dent was walking west on Ann Arbor 
Road at 6:45 a.m. to a bus stop at 
Chestnut when the incident hap-
pened, according to the report filed 
with police. 

She was about 500 feet from Chest-
nut when she was approached by a 
lone white male, said investigator Da 
vid Hayes. The man is 5 feet 9 inches, 
165 pounds, with a mustache and 
wearing a hooded sweatshirt. 

See WATER, 2A The man grabbed her "and forcibly 

removed her to a wooded area just 
north of Ann Arbor Trail" where she 
was assaulted, Hayes said. The man 
was armed with a knife. 

The man walked from the scene, 
and after regaining her composure, 
the victim went back to her house, 
and her mother notified police. 

The victim was then taken to St. 
Mary Hospital for examination. 

Hayes said a Michigan State Police 
K-9 unit picked up a track of some-
one who'd apparently walked in a 
northest direction from the crime 
scene, then west. 

All s tudents walking to bus stops 
should not walk alone, but in groups 
of at least two, Hayes said. 

Shared community services discussed 
BY D I A N E G A L E 
STAFF W a r m 

Elected officials in Canton. Plymouth. Plyro 
outh Township. North villa and Northville Town-
ship are looking again at ways to save money by 
sharing service* 

They met last weak to discuss 

as police and fire mutual aid, the 35th District 
Court, cable television negotiations, and the 
DARE program. 

Officials are looking at expanding police and 
fire shared services and water billing, for in-

All 

But there's still a lot of questions 
For instance, they come to the die 

Other ideas for shared resources include the 
weigh master program, recycling and trash pick 
upe, aa well aa establishing an O u t W s y n e Ceun 
ty records bureau or clerk's office 

Joint purchasing from pencils to combining 
of personnel are also being conaid 

-If there's a better way to dsiiver the services 
ntoa residents have COM to expect. and 

it's more efficient, which may land to a coat anv 
as should look at that," Yeck said. "That . 
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Take baby steps, city official urges Water from page 1A 

B Y K E V I N B R O W N 
S T A F F WRITER 

Talk of merging fire, police and 
other services with neighboring 
communities is on again — but a 
new approach might make things 
go smoother this time, some 
Plymouth city commissioners are 
suggesting. 

At the regular commission 
meeting Monday, commissioner 
Doug Miller suggested getting to-
gether on less complex items first, 
to build a basis for cooperating on 
bigger items like joint fire protec-
tion. 

"In the past, we looked at ones 
that benefit us the most," Miller 
said. 

Instead, "Let's pick one that we 
can do in a short period of time 

Services 

• At the regular commission mooting Monday, 
commissioner Doug Miller suggested getting 
together on less complex items first, to build a 
basis for cooperating on bigger Items like Joint 
fire protection. 

and we can build on that suc-
cess," he said. 

Commissioner Jim Jabara also 
suggested forming a committee of 
private citizens to help work on 
merging services, to help diverse 
communi t ies find a common 
ground for agreement. 

"I t ' s real important to get peo-
ple out in the community that 
have some concerns," he said. 

Commissioner Bill McAninch 
noted tha t a citizens committee 

pu t together three proposed city 
charter revisions but two were re-
jected by voters, to suggest that 
use of this approach doesn't guar-
antee success. 

Still, McAninch added, "That 
will help communicate what is 
going on." 

The comments followed Mayor 
Robert Jones report on a recent 
meeting of representatives from 
the city, Plymouth Township, 

from page 1A 

Ten years from now, Canton 
will likely be in similar circum-
stances as "communities to the 
east of us and we'll have less de-
velopment," Yack said adding 
that in order to maintain the cur-
rent level of services shared re-
sources might be the answer. 

"When you think of five com-
m u n i t i e s offer ing the i r own 
dispatch and own lock-up, it's 
hard to think you couldn't realize 
some sort of savings," Yack add-
ed. 

Plymouth Township Supervi-
sor Kathleen Keen-McCarthy 
noted that it was a real accom-
plishment the elected officials 
were willing to "sit down and as a 
group to deal with the idea of 
what we wanted our intergovern-
mental operations to be." 

Each community will prepare a 
resolution stating what they ex-

• 'We want to make 
sure it's fair for every-
one Involved.' 

Robert Jones 
Plymouth mayor 

pect from shared operations. 
"We want to make sure it's fair 

for everyone involved," said 
Plymouth Mayor Robert Jones. 

But changes won't come fast. 
The first step in a seemingly long 
process is that the elected offi-
cials agreed to name a study com-
mittee that would determine a 
process of how the shared services 
would be considered. 

"We really have to decide what 
is our position of shared services 
and secondly what will be the pro-
cess tha t we look at any of them," 
Keen-McCarthy said. "How do we 
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McAuley Menta l Hea l th Serv i ce s 

When is it more than a 
typical teen problem? 
Sometimes family 
problems require 
expert help. 
Is your teen or 
child depressed 
or anxious, 
having difficulties 
related to school, 
divorce, family 
illness, chemical 
dependency within 
the family or other 
acute family stresses? 
Our team of mental 
health experts may 
be able to help. 
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McAuley Mental Health Services 
— Outpat ient Chi ld a n d A d o l e s c e n t S e r v i c e s 
2006 Hogback Road, Ann Arbor ( 3 1 3 ) 5 7 2 - 2 5 9 5 
5730 N. Lilley Road, Can ton ( 3 1 3 ) 9 8 1 - 8 8 4 0 
8580 W. Grand River, Brighton ( 3 1 3 ) 2 2 7 - 5 0 4 4 
— Inpat ient a n d Partial Hosp i ta l i za t ion ( 3 1 3 ) 572 -5637 

A f f i l i a t e d w i t h St. J o s e p h M e r c y H o s p i t a l 
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Canton, Northville and Northville 
Township, on how to rekindle 
talkB on merging services. 

The commission passed a reso-
lution endorsing a position state-
ment detailing ways by which the 
c o m m u n i t i e s could cons ider 
merging services. 

According to the position state-
ment: 
• Benefits of shared services 
should include reduced operating 
costs "or at least a better control 
over the growth of operating cost 
increases" and more efficient use 
of existing staff and capital re-
sources. 
• Inter-government agreements 
should include contracts which 
specify how one or more commun-
ities purchase a service or goods 
from another. Contracts can also 
specify how to jointly finance and 
operate a shared service, and the 
communities can also seek the 
creation of an authority to provide 
a particular service. 

It wafl learned that a lot of 
plumbing systems, like faucets, 
have a high level of brass and 
lead, which leaches into the water 
at that point. 

Canton DPW employees tested 
water samples that sat stagnant 
for six hours in the homes. 

Concerns were raised, because 
years ago lead service lines were 
customarily installed. Another 
culprit, is lead based solder that 
was used to join pipes. That, how-
ever, was banned in 1988 and re-
placed by silver solder or a lead 
free solder. 

Last February. DPW employees 
found five houses and began mon-
itoring the water. Canton was well 
below the action level, which if it 
were high would be a warning sign 
of possible contamination levels. 

"All five sampling sites were 
well below those action levels," 
Gorham said adding that com-
munities also were required to 
take samples six months later at 
the same locations. 

"Once again they all came 
th rough with good resultB," he 
added. 

Had Canton failed the tests,-
samples of an additional 50 
homes built during that 1982 to 
1983 window period would have 
been required. 

Also, Detroit is required to pro-
vide some type of corrosion con-
trol to prevent copper and lead" 
from leaching into the system',"' 
Gorham said. 

People who are concerned 
about lead and copper in their wa-
ter should follow these precau-
tions: 
• Let the cold water run at each 
faucet that has not been used for 
six hours or more. 

• After the water changes tem-
perature from cool to cold, it 
should be safe for drinking. 
• Try not to cook or drink from a 
hot water tap, because hot water 
dissolves lead more quickly than 
the cold water. 

go after this animal we call inter-
governmental sharing?" 

The next step is to name a 
study group to decide what pro-
cess will be taken to look at the 
issue. The slow and cautious 
steps are necessary, Yack said to 
calm fears by employees in all the 
communities. 

"You can imagine how nervous 
employees are at this point," 
Yack said. "Whenever someone 
talks about the possibility of 
change, it brings on anxiety. 

The communities made great 
strides, Yack said, simply by 
meeting and entertaining the idea 
of joint services. 

"Everyone was upbeat, enthusi-
astic and I saw people really open 
up and say this makes sense and 
it makes sense for the region and 
it 's something that we ought to be 
doing," he added. 

MOUTH NURSERY'S 

Come join the fun 
this weekend.' FREE 

• Photos with Santa • Cider and 
Doughnuts • Hay Rides • Camp Fire 

Special Events are from 11am • 4 pm 
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A Experience Christmas 

like you remember it. 

Take a short drive in the 

country and enjoy the 

sights and sounds of 

Christmas 
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T r e e s a n d G r e e n s 
Plymouth Nursery offers one of the largest varieties 

of fresh Christmas Trees, wreaths, roping 
and decorating 

greens in town. 
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New center helps addicts relax without drugs 
B Y D I A N E G A L E 
S T A F F WRITER 

The day after an Inkster wom-
an buried her 9-year-old daughter, 
she walked into the new Oakdale 
Recovery Center on Michigan Av-
enue in Canton and asked for 
help with getting her cocaine de-
pendency under control. 

Her daughter, who had been 
living in a foster home, was killed 
in an auto accident and the Ink-
ster woman didn't have the 
strength to visit the funeral home. 

She was strung out on cocaine, 
devastated about her daughter's 
death and getting more and more 
depressed when she sought help. 
Added to the other problems, the 
woman felt guilty that the dead 
daughter, along with another 
daughter, had been taken away 
from her and placed m foster care 
because of her drug dependency. 

Oakdale staff found a grief 
copnselor who worked in an area 
funeral home. That counselor, 
along with an Oakdale counselor, 
took the woman to her daughter's 
gravesite to help her begin griev-
ing. 

T h e woman has started to turn 
heT life around, according to 
Roberta Walker, Oakdale clinical 
services supervisor. "I couldn't 
believe how much she had 
changed two weeks later," Walker 
said. 

"We really try to work to meet 
the client's needs no matter what 
it is," said Carol Mastroianni, 
community relations coordinator. 

The Inkster woman is among a 
cadre of patients with mental 
health or alcohol and drug prob-
lems treated by the Hygeria pro-
gram. The facility was previously 
located in the run-down Eloise 
complex on Merriman and Michi-
gan Avenue. 

The facility opened Nov. 5 after 
almost a two-year renovation pro-
cess of painting walls, laying car-
pet and decorating. The building 
had housed the Canton Care Cen-
ter Nursing facility. 

Detox rooms are available for 
people who come to Oakdale un-
der the influence and need to 
dryout. Other larger areas are des-

• 'We really try to 
work to meet the cli-
ent's needs no matter 
what it Is.' 

Carol Mastroianni 

ignated as gathering rooms with 
ping pong and billiard tables. 

Part of the treatment is to en-
courage patients — both men and 
women — to feel comfortable in 
social settings and to relax with-
out getting high. Walker said. 

Oakdale offers detoxification, 
in-patient treatment and inten-
sive outpatient treatment that in-
volves three-hour meetings five 
days weekly for five weeks. Con-
tinued outpatient programs are 
available through other Hegira 
care programs. Alcoholics Anony-
mous and Narcotics Anonymous 
meetings are held at the facility 
and are open to the public. 

"These are diseases that have a 
really high relapse rate," Walker 
said. "They see this place very 
warmly." 

Oakdale accepts patients with 
private insurance as well as peo-
ple with no insurance. 

The program is a haven for 
many because so many people, in-
cluding white-collar workers, are 
without insurance, Mastroianni 
said. 

The most common substance 
addiction is still alcohol. Walker 
said, adding that many times peo-
ple are dependent on more than 
one substance. 

Many patients are referred by 
police, court employees, lawyers, 
employers, family members and 
friends. 

Sometimes employers insist the 
person receive treatment to con-
tinue working, or to improve per-
formance. 

The person is screened by a 
physician, nurse and counselor 
who together decide what the in-
dividual needs. 

"We get together and share im-
pressions of that person and we 
write a treatment plan," Walker 
said. 

S T A F F P H O T O S BY S H A R O N L E M I E U X 

New start: The newly opened Oakdale Recovery Center in Canton is painted, polished and prepared to accept 
patients Carol Mastroianni, community relations coordinator, and Robert Walker, Oakdale clinical services 
coordinator, talk about the facility in a new meeting room that emphasizes the importance of enjoying recreation 
without getting high. . 

Christmas concert 
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S H A R O N L E M I K I X S T A F F P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Singing out: Members of the Plymouth Community Chorus, which is composed of 
members from Plymouth, Canton and other communities, performed a Christmas 

concert last week. 

Bombings puzzle post office 
Up to a $1,000 reward ia being 

offered by the U A Postal Inapec 
tion S e r v i c e for information on re 
cent pi pa-bomb explosions in 
mailboxes in Plymouth Townahip 
and Canton Township 

All information will be kept 

There hav* been three such in-
cidents in Plymouth Townahip. 
Hayes said. 

It appears that with the device 
there's no set t imer on it. It could 
go off at any fivan time." he said 

M K O'Hnfa 
Anyone with 

cmll O'Hars ~ 
313 230-0104. 

so far . 
One that was blown up wss in 

a locker in a cluster mailbox that 
they use for a subdivision. 
SchulU said 

"The sheet metal wss blown 
apart quite heavily, some of the 
metal slammed up aaainsi a 

so it's vary. 

collect day or aiffct 
14. Ptvmouth Tow 

•hip Police Detectnre David 
H « y a a « 403-3Q08^f Cantan 
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LEATHER CLOVES 

Now in extra large 

sizes, loo Every u>oman 

would appreciate 

receiving classically 

tailored leather 

gloves line J with non-bulky 

acrylic for warmth and 

flexibility By Grandoe 

Black, brown, red. 

navy, royal blue, fuchsia, 

tangerine Sizes S -M-L 

Extra-large gloves 

in black, brown, red 

or navy Size XL. 

Give the gift long 

remembered in the distinctive 

Jacobson's box. 

¥ 
Jacobson's 

HOLIDAY HOURS FO« YOU* C O N V E N I N G ! 
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Car-truck accident 
kills Canton woman 
B Y J O A N N E M A L I S Z E W S K J 
S T A F F W K J T E B 

A 28-year-old Canton woman 
was killed Tuesday night in a car-
truck accident in Superior Town-
ship. 

Jennifer Julian, who was em-
ployed at Ford Motor Co. Body 
and Assembly Division in Allen 
Park, was killed when her 1990 
Ford struck a semi-truck head-on 
on Ford Road, just east of 
Gotfredson, about 6:12 p.m.. ac-
cording to the Washtenaw County 
Sheriffs Department. 

Jul ian 's car was traveling west-
bound on Ford when it crossed 
over the centerline and into the 
path of a truck in the eastbound 
lane. Following the impact, the 
truck continued east and went off 
the road on the south shoulder. 
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Here's your chance to try a 
REALLY good hairstylist at a 
reaJly GREAT price! 

We're Sure You'll Be Back 
Michael Thayer has returned, 
and to reaquaint you with his 
skills, we make these 

Limited Time Offers 
SHAMPOO • CUT • FINISH 
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How can a multiple car family 
minimize insurance costs? 

No problem. 
A u t o - O w n e r s g ives f a m i l i e s w i th t w o o r m o r e c a r s a r e d u c e d 
i n s u r a n c e r a t e . T h a t m a k e s the i r e x c e p t i o n a l a u t o c o v e r a g e a n d 
c l a i m s se rv i ce e v e n m o r e a t t r a c t i v e . 

S o . If y o u ' r e a m u l U p l e c a r f ami ly t ry ing to m i n i m i z e I n s u r a n c e 
c o s t s - cal l y o u r " n o p r o b l e m " A u t o - O w n e r s agen t a n d f i n d o u t 
how this d i s c o u n t c a n be " n o p r o b l e m " for y o u . 
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Superintendent from page 1A 

After the impact, Jul ian 's car 
was forced backward and rotated 
counter-clockwise into the west-
bound lane where it came to rest. 
She was thrown from her car, ac-
cording to the sher i f f s accident 
report. 

Julian was transported to the 
University of Michigan morgue. 
The driver of the truck was trans-
ported to St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Ypsilanti. He was not seriously 
injured. 

Deputies do not suspect drugs 
or alcohol were involved in the ac-
cident. 

Julian was unmarried but co-
workers said her fiance lived in 
the area. Her parents moved from 
Canton to Georgia several years 
ago. 

two-person search company at a 
coat of $15,000 to $20,000. Ser-
vices of the Michigan Association 
of School Boards could be re-
tained for $10,000 to $15,000. 

The district would spend less if 
it does the hiring on its own, but 
it will still be necessary to hire a 
secretary to facilitate the process, 
Artley said. 

Artley proposed setting up an 
evaluation committee involving 
local units of government, stu-
dents, and staff and others with 
vested interests to gather and give 
input. A second committee could 
conduct the actual search. A thor-
ough search would take si* to 
nine months, he said. 

"Anyone can come and sit in on 
the interviews, but this board 

wants to identify the finalists," 
Artley added. "We feel the pro-
cess could be ready to implement 
in the fall of 1993 or whenever ap-
propriate." 

Source of help 
Kara Funk, director of superin-

tendency searches for the Michi-
gan Association of School Boards, 
gave board members an idea of 
how the MASB can help in the 
process. 

Funk said the MASB has 
worked with 200 districts state-
wide. "We're proud of our track 
record. In all but seven cases, 
contracts we've helped secure 
have been renewed," she said. 

"Our philosophy is that all de-
cisions are made by the local 
board of education," Funk added. 

"Our function is not to tell the 
board what to do, but to train 
board members in candidate re-
view. We want to make sure you 
have the needed skillB. 

The MASB employs three at-
torneys who can assist with c^n-
tract negotiations, she said. "To 
get the person you want, you will 
have to be competitive with a sal-
ary offering," she said. "I d say 
the salary should not be less than 
$100,000 for a district of this 
size." 

The district's desirable geo-
graphic location and enrollment 
will be pluses. Funk said. 

Hoben joined the district as a 
teacher in 1955 and has been su-
perintendent since 1972. But he s 
got a long way to go if he's going 
to catch Burdette W. Andrews, 
superintendent of Vandercook 

Lake Public Schools in suburban 
Jackson. Hoben said Andrews is 
the longest serving superintend-
ent in the state. 

Andrews, who has tenure and 
no intentions of retiring, says that 
could very well be true. "I'm 84 
years old, and I've served, in all, 
53 years as superintendent," he 
said in a phone interview. 

Andrews earned 10 credits in 
continuing education at Western 
Michigan University last year and 
plans to take more next semester. 

The Vandercook district hasn't 
seen a millage defeat since An-
drews' arrival. Money is spent 
wisely, computers are in the 
classrooms, and Andrews "keeps 
up with everything that ' s going 
on," said district staffer Eve 
Schilling, who's worked with An-
drews for 20 years. 

Cheer from page 1A 

Last year marked the first ever 
food and toy drive we'd done at 
our office, and we recorded about 
200 contributors. 

The idea behind the club is 
that no child should be without a 
gift on Christmas, and no family 

should go hungry. 
Joining is easy. Membership is 

open to anyone who can take the 
time to stop by our office and 
drop off a canned good or new. 

.unwrapped toy for a needy child. 
Then on Wednesday, we'll turn 

them over to the Salvation Army 
for distribution to needy kids and 
families in our area. 

When you drop by our office, 
we'd like to take your name and 
list it in The Observer with others 

who give to the Christmas Cheer 
Club. 

Our office hours are 9 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. weekdays. 

Merrv Christmas! 
For more information about the 

Cheer Club, call us at 459-2700 

Come in and pick up your 
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Area libraries roll with 
hard economic punches 
B Y M A R Y L o t S O N G 
STAFF WRITER 

As the Livonia Library fought budget cuts only to 
suffer blows, librarians in area public libraries 
watched carefully and considered their own situa-
tions. Some thankful , some empathetic. 

Last week, the Livonia Library, which serves 
100,800 people, eliminated seven full- and part-
time positions, and reduced service at each branch 
to 48 hours weekly from 64. Michael Deller, city 
librarian, said the operating budget for 1992 to 1993 
is $3.64 million — down from $3.69 million last 
year. 

Jean Tabor. Canton Township Library director, 
said the township library has been lucky. 

"We have been very fortunate. The economy is 
having a hard impact on most libraries — any pro-
fessional journal will tell you that ," Tabor said. 
"Even well-funded libraries have had to proceed 
with caution." 

The 1992 budget for Canton library, which serves 
about 57.000 people, was about $1,526 million and 
rose steadily from $1.35 million in 1988. But Tabor 
said 25 percent of the budget automatically goes 
toward paying for the library's new facility — a 

See related editorial 
31,000-square-foot building completed in 1988. 

The Canton, Livonia and Plymouth District Li-
brary both have millages. For the Plymouth library, 
which serves 33,200 people, the budget has risen 
from $825,300 in 1988 to $1,239 million in 1992. 
Budget woes 

But Patricia Thomas, Plymouth library director, 
said budget spurts in the last 15 years are a "result 
of being reorganized several times, operating under 
different funding and totally different governing 
structures." 

In 1978 the Plymouth library was an arm of the 
Wayne County library, became a department of the 
city in 1981, and then independent in 1986. This 
year's millage is 1.0145 mills. 

"It resolves certain problems for us, Thomas 
said. "From my experience here, I think it's a good 
thing. It's not practical or possible in some places, 
but it worked for us. But if something were to hap-
pen to the property tax next year, we would be in 
the same position as Livonia. We've been lucky-

S e e LIBRARIES, 7A 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 
1 Hour Spedcri 1 8 0 . 0 0 Yi Hour S p e o d *95.00 

Hands on training or sight seeing your pleasure! 
Gift Certificates Avaioble 

51125 Pontioc Trafl, Wixom, Michigan 4 6 0 9 6 313-669-3Q8Q 

From videos to floppy disks, 
libraries pursue technology 
B Y M A R Y L O U S O N G 
S T A F F W R I T K R 

Z Keeping up with the times is no 
Easy task for the public library -
especially when the times are dol-
tars-short and needs-high. 

But many libraries are running 
Ihe hurdles to keep up with main-
Stream technology by providing 
Computers, videos and compact 
jjiscs. 
» Most libraries, whatever the 
«ize, have computers for public 
i s e . The Canton Township Li-
l r a r v which serves more than 
57,000 people has five computers, 
y h e Wayne-Westland Library 
Jerves more than 104,600 people 
j n two cities and has two comput-
e r s - but the library does not have 
ioom to put the computers in a 
5)lace for public use. 

» Libraries are also moving to of-

fer patrons on-line access to infor-
mation database systems like Di-
alog or CD-ROM. Canton patrons 
will have access in January, while 
Livonia patrons already have ac-
cess to Dialog. Some of the infor-
mation accessed from Dialog is 
available on compact disc. 

"We're always looking for new 
ways to provide information," 
said Jean Tabor, director of the 
Canton library. "It 's a definitely a 
focus. But it's a balancing act. We 
can't have everything we want be-
cause of constraints in the budg-
et. We have to strike a balance be-
tween buying materials inside the 
library and buying technology to 
access materials outside the li-
brary." 

Patricia Thomas, head of the 
Plymouth District Library, said 
that library tries , to concentrate 

on popular materials to allow 
more funds to go toward technolo-
gy improvements. 

"Libraries don't have to buy 
every book out,' Thomas said. 
"We concentrate on popular ma-
terials and children's materials, 
knowing that we could get more 
technical things through inter-li-
brary loans." 

Libraries are also trying to in-
crease their offerings of videos, 
compact discs and cassette tapes. 
Checking out recent movie re-
leases usually costs about $4 for 
three days, but many libraries 
loan videos free for a week. 

The Livonia library has 35,000 
recorded materials, which in-
cludes videos, compact discs and 
cassette tapes. This year's budget 

S e e TECHNOLOGY, 7A 

Shop Pri. 9 a m 1 Opm. New Center 9am-7pm. Sat. 8am-11pm. New Center 8am-8pm. 
Shop Sun. 10am-7pm at all stores. 
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Here is just a sample: 

Cathy Daniels proportioned pants. Reg S 30 

Selected knit dresses. Reg $60-S75 

Selected ladies' outerwear. Reg $ 1 09-S 1 20 

Special purchase of ladies' Michael Stevens checkbook clutches. 

Values from $26 

Special purchase of Michael Stevens and Contessa handbags. 

Values from S30-S35 

Special purchase of 1928 fashion jewelry. 

Values from $ 1 5-$45 

Entire stock of ladies' warm underwear by Lorraine Cuddl Duds 

and O'Cello. Reg $14-929 

Entire stock of Isdles' flannel (jowrrs. dusters end robes. 

Reg $26 $49 

Selected ladies' Connie color-btocked casuals. Reg $49 

Ladiea Connie unlined leather booties. Reg $56 

Entire stock of men s Burlington hosiery. Excludes value pack and 

Eagle socks Reg 4 75-10 50 

Entire stock of men's cotton stretch belts by Robert Stock. 

Reg 18 50 

Men s regular-price Mighty Mac down-filled perkae. Reg $ 1 75 

Entire stock of kids Buster Brown pieyweer and selected layette 

Rag 3 25-933 

L " Reg $20 

• Selected styles Reg 9 16-940 

$15 

$30-37 .50 

5 4 . 5 0 * 6 0 

1 2 .99 

1 4 . 9 9 

7.49-22.4-9 

$7-14.50 

91 3-24 .50 

24 .50 

$28 

2.37-5 .25 

9 .25 

8 7 . 5 0 

1 6 3 - 1 6 . SO 

9 9 9 

• 8 - * 2 0 

Classic Interiors 
2-DAY WAREHOUSE SALE 

S a t u r d a y , Dec . 1 2 t h 9 : 3 0 - 5 : 3 0 
S u n d a y , Dec . 1 3 t h 1 : 0 0 - 5 : 0 0 

T h i s sale wi l l be he ld in the w a r e h o u s e only - Our m a i n 
f loor wi l l be c losed for th is event . 

We have 
cleaned our 
warehouse 
and now 
offer 
fantastic 
savings to you. 
Drastically 
reduced floor 
samples, 
discontinued 
styles, damaged 
items, one-of-
a-kind chairs, 
sofas, lamps, end 
tables, pictures, 
dining chairs 
leather sofas 
and more. 

J 

W A R E H O U S E 

All from 
top name 

manufacturers. 
Pennsylvania 

House, 
Thomasville, 

Century 
Harder, Classic 

Leather and 
many more! 

SAVE 

40% 
TO 

75% 
Classic Interiors 

VISA OR 
MASTERCARD 
ACCEPTED 

20292 Middlehelt . Livonia • South of K Mile 
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THERE WILL BE A 
SMALL CHARGE 
FOR DELIVERY 

' 7 

Westland Center and Westland Goodfellows 

present 

December 5 - 1 5 
Kick Of f 

Dec. 5 
featuring 

Donate a childsafe stuffed or toy bear at Westland Center for a 
needy child and receive a coupon book of values worth up to 

$100 in return for your kind holiday spirit. 

Present bear to "At Your Service" booth in the East Court during 
mall hours to receive your booh 
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School volunteer gets award 
Farrand Elementary School parent Kathy Rutin 

ski was recognized as an outstanding volunteer at 
the Board of Education meeting held on Monday, 
Nov. 23. 

Rucinski was honored with the "Extra Miler Vol-
unteers in Public Schools (VIPS)" award. The 
award was established by the "I Care" Committee 
and the Board of Education in 1991 to recognize 
outstanding volunteers in the district. 

"Kathy has given tirelessly to Farrand School 
over the years," said Ann Kuhn, Farrand Elementa-
ry School principal. "She has been instrumental in 
acquiring overhead projectors, VCRs, computers, 
computer programs and gym equipment through, 
her efforts with the Campbell Soup Bonus Commit-
tee and other school incentive programs." 

A volunteer at Farrand for the past six years, Ru-
cinski gives her time and full support to the school. 
She serves as chair of Farrand's Phone Fan-Out 

Committee and Business-Education Partnership 
Committee. In addition, she serves on the district's 
Sex Education/Reproductive Health Committee 
and other district committees. 

"Kathy gives her time to teachers as a classroom 
volunteer, as well as organizing special events and 
assisting with paper work," Kuhn said. "In short, 
Kathy never turns down an opportunity to help our 
students and staff. She believes that with enough 
persistence, anything can be accomplished." 

Rucinski was nominated for the award by parents 
and staff at Farrand. She is known as a hard worker 
and an outstanding role model for parents. 

"When Kathy's name is on the committee. I need 
no further follow up," said Farrand's Parent-Teach-
er Organization president Peggy Kalis. "I know I 
can count on her and trust her to include others. 
She conducts herself in a manner that says 'let me 
hear your ideas and we will work together."' 

Tell us what Clinton will be like 
Move over. Pearl Jam. And you. 

hey, Minor Threat, you think 
you're pretty tough, well, move 
over for the major threat, Bill 
Clinton. 

When the president-elect 
appeared on TV playing the sax 
he was doing more than Richard 
Nixon did those many years ago 
when he appeared on Laugh-in. 

Clinton wasn't just appealing 
to the young voters, but to the 
ones who will be voting in the 
next election. 

Pretty smart, eh? 
We'll just have to see how far 

this goes. Maybe Axl Rose will be 
performing in the White House 
some time soon, although we 
doubt it. 

Anyway, what we're trying to 
find out is what young people 18 
and under think will happen 
when Clinton takes over in Janu-
ary. No, it won't be MTV free for 
everybody, but there will be some 
changes. 

If you're 18 or under write us, or 
fax us with your ideas of what 
Clinton will be doing or maybe 
more importantly, what should he 
be doing. 

Our address is 744 Wing, Plym-
outh, Mich. 48170. To fax your re-
ply, our number is 459-4224. Just 
make sure to include your name, 
age and phone number. The dead-
line is Dec. 28. 

For more information about the 
project, call Jeff Counts, editor of 
the Plymouth and Canton Observ-
er Newspapers at 459-2700. 

P l a n t e v a c u a t e d 

r ^ . 

SHAHON LEMIEUX, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

No injuries: Plymouth Township firefighters were called to the Ford Motor Co. 
plant on Sheldon Road about 10 a.m. Wednesday after a fire started in cardboard 
in a trash compactor. Workers were able to get the compactor outside to ensure the 
fire wouldn't spread. Spreading smoke forced the evacuation of most plant em-
ployees. Among them were Dave Smith, Livonia; Debbie Murdoch, C anton, Rox-
anne Ball, Garden City; Dan Franks, Ypsilanti; and Debbie Ledgerwood Livonia. 
Fire chief Larry Groth said that by 10:30 a.m., employees began heading back into 
the plant. The cause of the fire has yet to be determined. 
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Libraries from page 5A 

Several librarians said they 
were concerned about budget cuts 
when libraries should be compu-
terizing and adding services. 
No growth 

Fred Pafhausen, director of the 
Redford Township Library, said 
the library has not suffered sub- ' 
stantial cuts, nor allowed for 
much growth. 

The budget for Redford library, 
which serves 54,300 people, has 
slowly increased from $208,223 in 
1987 to $296,200 in 1992. But Paf-
hausen said last year's budget re-
quest was $394,000. 

That denial meant eliminating 
one part-time position and forgo-

ing new equipment purchases, in-
cluding a much-needed $7,000 
microfilm printer. 

"The township has suffered 
cuts in monies they get from the 
state," he said. "It's a never-end-
ing Catch 22. When you start los-
ing money, you try to budget real-
istically - not to go with the Ca-
dillac, go with the Chevette. We 
understand the needs of the town-
ship and we try to get a small 
piece of the pie." 

Pafhausen also said even with 
budget increases, the rising costs 
of materials and supplies forces 
librarians to forego buying new 
equipment. 

"It has been a little trying to in-
crease the number of items," said 
Sofia Eloff, director of the Garden 
City Library. 

The Garden City budget for the 
current fiscal year is $269,700 — 
up from $249,00 in 1987-1988. 
The library serves 31,800 people, 

While measuring usage is diffi-
cult, librarians try to measure us-
age by counting circulation, tele-
phone inquiries, active borrowers, 
meeting room users and program 
attendees. 

Deller said that last year the 
Livonia library had 42,000 meet-
ing users; 32,000 program atten-
dees; and 11,000 calls. 

Usage increased 
Doug Whitaker, deputy director 

of Wayne-Oakland Library Feder-
ation, said library usage in gener-

al is increasing as people begin to 
think of libraries as a source of 
practical information. He said 30 
years ago, librarians told patrons 
with medical questions to ask 

their doctors or legal questions to 
ask their lawyers. Now libraries 
offer information on health and 
medicine, basic legal rights and 
home improvement. 

THIS CHRISTMAS DECK THE HALLS WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY — 
AND DECK THE CEILINGS OF YOUR HOUSE WITH THE GREATEST 
GIFTS OF ALL — CASABLANCA FANSI 

Technology from page 5A 

included about $17,000 for videos, 
according to Michael Deller, city 
librarian. 

Children's movies, classics and 
box office releases are the norm. 
But video collections range from 
travel, how-to and community-
service videos, to documentaries, 
biographies and historical pieces. 

C h r i s t m a s Ideas? 
One of t h e m o s t 

c o m p l e t e s e l e c t i o n s of 
c o l l e c t o r ' s 

dolls & bears 
Where a l l the i m p o r t a n t name% *rr 

r e p r e s e n t e d 

Sclcct items on Sale 

Pied P i p e r of 
Plymouth 

350 S. Main P l ymou th 

4 5 9 - 3 4 1 0 

F L O O R C O V E R I N G 
- Established In I956 — 

1 0 % A R M V ? N T N G 

DVEfl COST SALE 

— Call for estimate — 
24522 Michigan Ave. 

Dearborn 

Fred Pafhausen, director of the 
Redford Library, said libraries of-
fer videos that would sit on the 
shelf in a video store. 

"Our aim it not to compete with 
local video stores," he said. "Vi-
deos are just another medium." 

The Redford Library has 381 
videos, a collection funded by 

Friends of the Library. Gifts are 
about $3,000 each year which 
translates to about 75 videos. 

The Garden City Library does 
not have a video collection, but 
Sofia Eloff, director, said the li-
brary is building a compact disc 
and tape cassette collection. 

presents N U T C R A C K E R BALLET 

with the 
BIRMINGHA M-BL OOMFIE L D 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

West Bloomfield 
High School 

Fri., Dec. 11th - 8:00 p.m. 
Sat., Dec. 1,2th - 2:00 & 8:00 p.m. 

1 Sun., Dec. 13th - 2:00 p.m. 

for more information 
and TICKETS call 

4 7 1 - 4 1 8 0 OR 7 8 8 - 1 1 8 5 

Experience the magic ! 

YOU'LL HAVE A REMARK-
ABLY HAPPY FAMILY — 
SUMMER AND WINTER 
ALIKE, WITH REVERSE ^ . .. 
CYCLE ACTION TO MOVE Y / f y . , 
WARM AIR AWAY FROM / / / 
THE CEIUNG. FOR THE 
MERRIEST CHRISTMAS 
OF ALL, AND THE BEST 
PERFORMING FAN OF ALL 
— ITS CASABLANCA. 
SLUMBER SILENT, WITH A 
GREAT WARRANTY AND 
STYLES AND COLORS 
FOR EVERY DECOR. 

Sale Prices 
Start At 

> 0 0 

) ) 

'•v.- •• 

mm i 
i m f a h i'h Hi V\ •AViiV* 

lis1'1 

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY! 

UgMiAg Kimm tor t try Decor • Wiring Suppl.ri and l i g h t Sulbi 

ELECTRICAL 
C O N S T R U C T I O N . I N C 

37400 W 7 MILE ROAD 
UVONIA. Ml 4S152 • 1313) 464-2211 

• •*! 
/ j 

- V S——j 

V I 

MON TUCt MO UT I I M 
_ THURS IR I IM M 

Y CHRISTMAS from PAN COMRUfi and BR 

Oparkle 
in our jewel-
decorated 
denim shirt 
It's your turn to shine in 
this washable cotton 
shirt accented with 
multi-colored jewel trim. 
Made in the U.S.A., 
sizes S-M-L. Available 
at all stores except 
Wildwood. S68 in 
Updated Separates 

It's a once-in-aAifetime offer for a once-in-a-lifetirne Grand Prize! 

A brand-new condominium in the heart of West Bloomfield 
valued at §175,000! 

It's the h o m e you 've d r e a m e d about: 
a three-bedroom, two ba th de tached-
c o n d o m i n i u m ranch, located in the 
Lagoons of West Bloomfield, a 
d e v e l o p m e n t of The Irvine Group . 

There are other prizes, too. 
Other raff le w inne r s will h a v e a 
chance at 
• First Prize: a 1993 Beretta GT 

f rom Jack Cauley Chevro le t 

• 5 Second Prizes of SI ,000 cash 

• 25 Third Prizes of $200 cash 

But hurry: only 5.000 tickets will be 
sold, at $150 each. 

Raffle License #R2h3<*8 The drawing will be at 3 
p m.. Sunday. February 21. 1 W \ at Pals Restaurant, 
S656 West Maple Road. West Bloomtwld. Michigan 

Don ' t d ream of delaying. 
Get your raffle ticket now through 
February 12 by stopping during 
business h o u r s or sending a check 
payable to: 

CCWB House Raffle 
C / O : West Bloomfield Parks 

and Recreation 
3325 Middlebel t Road 
( just Nor th of Long Lake Road) 
West Bloomfield , Ml 48323 

The d rawing will be February 21. 

For more information call 
the Raffle Hot l ine anytime : 
(313) 33-DREAM (333-7326) 

The Michigan Dream Sweepstakes 
House Raffle is sponsored by 
Concerned Citizens for West Bloomfield 
as a benefit for the West Bloomfield 
Recreation Activities Center. 

T H U R S D A Y HOURS: Shop f rom 9 a m . to 1 0 p . m ( N « w C»nt«c unti l 7 p .m. ) . 


