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Parents seek return to basncs

By M.B. DILLON
StarF WRITER

Parents upset about the develop-
mental approach being used in their
children's elementary schools ad-
dressed their concerns to Plymouth-
Canton school board members and a
packed board room Monday.

Parent Jim Mills presented a peti-
tion requesting that the board inves-

A growing number of parents are voicing their opposi-
tion to the developmental approach being used in
Plymouth-Canton elementary schools. They say stu-
dents aren’t learning the basics.

tigate and schedule a workshop on
developmental education. Signatures
totaled 124 “with more coming.”
Mills, who has a fourth-grader and
a first-grader at Bird Elementary,
says the developmental approach,
which emphasizes learning at indi-
vidual rates, isn’'t working. Students
aren’t getting the basic math and
reading skills they need, he said.

“Phonics is verboten. This system
teaches children words by rote.

“The current approach of this ad-
ministration emphasizes the social,
emotional and physical growth of my
children,” added Mills. “Excuse me,
but that's my job."

“I have sent my children to the
Plymouth-Canton schools to learn
how to read to write, do arithmetic
and learn how to think.

“We've been told that this program
boasts of the wonderful sense of self-
esteem children feel. If you could see
what the first part of our daughter’s
fourth-grade year has done to her con-
fidence, you would know that is now a

SCHOOLS
failure.”

Mills says administration has
advised him to have his child tested.
“I do not have a problem with any of
my children,” he said. “None of them
are learning disabled. They are teach-
ing disabled.”

Given the developmental philoso-
phy, class sizes well over 30 and the
associated behavioral problems, it's
difficult to track students’ progress,
parents say.

See BASICS, 2A

Gallimore.

A sweet hug

Holiday cheer: Marisa Bradley, a Gallimore Elementary fifth-grader, gets a hug from Canton Place resident Julia Lenander,
after students presented gift of candy to the senior residents. Students who participated in the sweet presentation were
from Joann Bogard’s fourth- and fifth-graders, Joyce Silber’s third-graders and Bonnie Miller’s kindergartners at
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Trustees take a look at ’93 ‘wish lists’

BY DIANE GALE
STAFF WRITER

‘Canton department heads an-
nounced their New Year's goals for
Canton Tuesday.

Trustees reviewed their wish lists
at a study session. And if they come
true, Canton residents will see a lot of
changes in 1993.

For instance, the public safety di-
rector wants to “study” joint police
and fire services among area com-
munities.

Director John Santomauro said he
also wants to study the consolidation
of services, like the jail and central
records, as well as the creation of an
investigations bureau and/or major
crimes unit.

Water meter replacement is top on
the list for Financial Services Mana-
ger Susan Kopinski and Administra-

B ‘They put the smart gun outside the house and it
reads the inside meter, and you get an accurate

reading all the time.’

Susan Kopinski

financial manager

tive Services Director Daniel Durack.

The board has already approved
the purchase of new meter-reading
equipment in new subdivisions. The
next step is to decide if, when and
how to replace meters for the entire
township.

Currently the water meter readers
walk from house to house and write
readings in their books. Sometime
early next year readers will use hand-
held computers to punch in readings,

Earlier this year the board ap-

proved buying new meters with a
touch pad that provides accurate
readings from the outside of houses.
In the past, there were discrepancies
between some outside readings and
inside readings.

“They put the smart gun outside
the house and it reads the inside
meter, and you get an accurate read-
ing all the time,” Kopinski said. “You
don't have to worry about slow downs
and weather conditions.

“Right now it’s going in new subdi-

visions and we're asking for a replace-
ment program for the rest of the me-
ters,” Kopinski said.

The department has already spent
$28,400 on computer software and
new meter equipment.

Community involvement was the
focus of Supervisor Thomas Yack's
broad goals.

Yack said he hopes to “review, add,
delete and realign” committees,
boards and commissions; increase
citizen involvement; and create diver-
sity in volunteer efforts.

Yack also said he hopes to develop
a volunteer center and initiate a
strategy to enchance Ford Road as
Canton’s shopping district.

The supervisor said he also wants
to increase Canton’s recreational fa-
cilities and identify ways to improve
Canton’s image.

By M.B. DiLLON
Stary WRITER

Hundreds of Close Up students
gained insight into what it’s like to
wear a robe for a living at Plym-
outh Canton High School last
week.

Judge James Garber of the 35th
District Court visited the hands-
on government classes, fielding
questions, and describing his job
and activities common to district
court.

The 35th District Court serves
five communities extending from

Students get lesson
about life as a judge

south of Michigan Avenue to north
of Eight Mile into Oakland Coun-
ty. Its yearly caseload of 43,000
files makes it the third busiest
court in Wayne County behind
36th District Court and 19th Dis-
trict Court in Dearborn.

“We handle 11,000 drunk driv-
ing cases a year,” said Garber,
elected to the bench 14 years ago.
“OUIL (operating while under the
influence of liquor) is what we see
most of, with the possible excep-

 SeeJDGE, 2A

STAFF PROTOS By SMARON LeMigtx

Job talk: Judge James Garber of the 35th District Court
tells Plymouth Canton High School students about his job,
including some of the more bizarre cases he’s presided

over.
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tion of DWLS (driving while li-
cense is suspended). There are
days I sit there and I think, T'm
the only person in the state of
Michigan who has a valid driver’s
license. Am [ really doing any
good? ”

Formerly chief trial lawyer for
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s
Office, Garber also worked as staff
attorney for the county road com-
mission, ran the Detroit Police
Aecademy, practiced law, and
served as a lobbyist in Lansing.

Garber graduated from Detroit
public schools, Albion College
and University of Michigan Law
School. He’s been a Plymouth
résident since 1953 and is work-
ing on a master’s law degree from
the University of Nevada-
Reno.The judge recently complet-
ed his thesis, choosing assisted
suieide for his topic.

Most bizarre case

Garber is asked so often to sign
search warrants that he installed
a fax machine in his bedroom. He
said one of the most memorable
warrants he ever signed gave Can-
ton police authority to open a
freezer in the home of Leonard
Tyburski.

They made the gruesome dis-
covery of the body of Tyburski's
wife.

Garber, who handled Tybur-
ski's preliminary exam, called the
case the most bizarre he's ever
handled. Tyburski was convicted
of murdering his wife but recently
was granted a new trial.

Asked whether he ever receives
death threats, Garber said, “Yes,
as recently as 48 hours ago;
against me and my court reporter.
The woman told her lawyer she
was getting frustrated and maybe
what she should do is go shoot the
judge and court reporter.”

Garber said he can't count the
number of threats he's received.

“I don't think about them; I
don’t worry about them. People
who voice a death threat aren't
going to do it."”

It's the people who don’t an-
nounce their intentions you need
to worry about, said Garber. “But
if I worried about it, I'd end up at
Northville hospital with one of
those funny jackets on.”

Students asked Garber about
his work in the field of assisted
suicide. The judge said he traced
the law to ancient Rome, looking
at the state's compelling interest

u
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to preserve human life.

The question, he said, boils
down to, “When does the state’s
right outweigh the individual's
right to refuse treatment?”

Garber said he's discussed the
issue with Dr. Jack Kevorkian,
the local pathologist who's helped
six women commit suicide. “I've
talked with him on the phone sev-
eral times. He's not a very char-
ismatic person; he's rather a dis-
tasteful person.”

Garber said the law prohibiting
assisted suicide recently passed
by the Michigan Legislature is
faulty. “It's very bad law. We
have to discuss it in further de-
tail,” said the judge. A predomi-
nant problem with the law is that
it lumps into one category cases
like Kevorkian's — where a ter-
minally-ill person has been as-
sisted in death — and situations
in which people are alive only be-
cause they are hooked up to life-
sustaining machines.

“Under this bill, it's conceiv-
able that a person who turned
that switch off could be charged
with first degree murder because

*“We as parents need evidence
of the accountability of the devel-
opmental philosophy and the cur-
riculum that's been based on this
approach,” said Mills, adding

-that it would be helpful to survey

teachers anonymously to get their
opinions.

Michael Janz of Plymouth
Township told the board he ap-
plauds the basic tools his eighth-
grader was given “to achieve her
success today as an honor stu-
dent. However, I am greatly con-
cerned that my fourth-grade
daughter, whose entire elementa-
ry education has been under the
current developmental philoso-
pby, has not enjoyed those same
advantages.

“No Child Wlthout a Christmas”

® Please send my tax-deductible donation to help Canton’'s less
f fortunate families this Christmas:

I NAME

“1 do not pretend to know why
this system does not work, nor
how to fix it, anymore than I know
how an engineer has designed my
car, but I know when it doesn’t
work. Therefore I urge you to sup-
port the proposal we bring before
vou tonight,” he said.

Ray Tobin is the parent of two
students at Field Elementary. He
said he's angry that the schools
are “recognizing and emphasizing
the cognitive, emotional, social
and physical growth of students”
at the expense of teaching basics.

“When my fourth-grader was in
third grade, he wasn’t even get-
ting spelling tests. The teacher
said, ‘We aren’t allowed to give
them." My child spells the word

it covers both scenarios,” said
Garber. “I hope the Legislature
doesn’t think they solved the
problem with that law.”
‘what’ w-h-t; without a single
vowel.

“1 have a fourth-grader who
can't multiply,” Tobin said.

“How is he going to get a job when
he can’t even pass a skills exan?"

Tobin said his sons are smart,
but aren’t learning anything.
“They’re being baby-sat. This
program doesn’t work. Let's go
back to what does.”

Several citizens and teachers
supported the developmental phi-
losophy, including Joanne Lamar,
who volunteers at Bird School.

“My fourth grader knows the
basics, including math, back-
wards and forwards,” she said.
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MAIL TO
CANTON GOODFELLOWS
clo N. Spencer42764 Woodbridge, Canton M| 48188
THE CANTON GOODFELLOWS THANK YOU!

L----------------

Sund.

Choose from over 50 different
styles of natural looking trees.

+ Fantastic light selection -
“indoor & outdoor.”

* Department 56 Villages.

« 8,000 trims.

« Fontanini Nativities Sets.

* Unique gifts.

+ Wreaths & garland.
HOURS

Weekdays

Saturday

Wednesday

CORNWELL
Christmas World

10-8:30
10-8:00
12-5:00
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Canton man hurt in cherry picker mishap

A Canton Township man was
seriously injured in a 1 p.m.
traffic mishap Monday when he
was knocked from the bucket of
a cherry picker about 17 feet
above the intersection of North-
land Drive and Northwestern
Highway in Southfield.

Richard Kneiding, 46, of Can-
ton, and co-worker Maynard
Myers, 44, of Ohio were in the
bucket installing a traffic light
when a semi tractor-trailer
truck tried to pass under it.

“The semi hit the bottom of the
bucket and both men were

knocked out,” according to
Southfield police spokesman
L.A. Moore.

Kneiding fell to the pave-
ment, sustaining broken ribs
and a collapsed lung, said
Moore. He remained in the in-
tensive care unit at Providence
Hospital Wednesday. His con-
dition was listed as serious.

Myers landed on the top of
the trailer and sustained less

serious injuries. He was treated
at Providence and released.
Moore said police are still in-
vestigating the accident.
Kneiding and Myers were
working for Motor City Electric,
which was contracted by the
Osakland County Road Commis-
sion to install the new traffic
signals.
Police said the tractor-trailer
was going west on Northland
Drive and struck the bucket at
the intersection.

Final

See our entire

Richardson Brothers

Since 1933

inventory of solid oak

Solid beauty in solid oak
at very solid savings.

2 Weeks...

3eat the

fum:ture

Your savings will not be better!

Walker/ Buzenbery

fine furniture

240 I\orth Main Street - PLYMOUTH

‘03 Price Increase!

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 « Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 * 459-1300

Sale Ends 1-1-93

|
|
|
|
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Mental

“don't belong in the
darkness.

Our team of mental health experts
can help you shed light on your
problems and find solutions. |

Are you depressed?

> Do you feel you can't cope with roles as spouse, parent and employee’
Are you having a sudden inablilty to concentrate?

Have you been told you need psychiatric evaluation?
Are you a serious athlete who can't concentrate on his game?
Is your child having serious problems in school?

D
D
D)
> Are fights with your spouse or children getting worse?
p)
D)
D

Call McAuley Outpatient Mental Health Services.

5730 N. Lilley Road, Canton

(313) 981-8840

Affiliated with St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.
Serving the Plymouth/Canton area since 1983.

ot

Sponsored by the
Redugrous Sisters of Mercy

McAuley Mental Health Services
2006 Hogback Road

founded n 1831 Ann Arbor, Mechigan 48105
g Systermn by Catherine McAuley ) ‘I

I have been
trying to be a good
gril. This is my
brother’s wish list,
big choo-choo train,
big car and he
wants Mom to have
slippers.

Mv wish list is
twister, trouble, a

new coloring book.
Christine DeFroy
Plymouth

My name is
Sasha and I'm 3.
My sister is two
and her name is
Andrea we do not
want much. But we
would like candy
and cookies

Sasha & Andrea
MelofT,
Plymouth

For Christmas I
would like Little
Miss Majic Jewels
and Sleeping Beau-
ty doll that opens
and closes her eyes.

Christina Lis
Plymouth

I wonder what is up
there with that sled
& you.
Kevin Wolf, 6
Plymouth

I want a bike and
a Totally Hair Bar-
bie with white hair,
That's all, because
the bike is & big
present. But, [ will
have some more if
you want to give Me

some. [ love you
Santa.

Kristen O'Beirne,
8 Canton

I tell mommy I
want pizza every-
day for breakfast,
lunch and dinner,
but | only get to
have it on Fridays
when Daddy brings
it home. Some piz-
za in my stocking or
under the tree is
what | want.

Kayla Patterson,

Plymouth

Dear Santa,

1 would like a
bike, I would also
like the California
Roller Blade Baby.
1 would like the
Grape Escape
Game and Nick-
aloadin Color Writ-
er

Love,
Kimberly Lis,
Plymouth

1 have been a
good girl this year. |
would like you to
bring my baby sis-
ter and me some
presents. Merry
Christmas!

Kristin Keahl, 8

Plymouth

My name is Ali-
son and I am six. |
like fantastic flo-
wers and games and
gak inflator activity
set and the gak vac
for my sister. One
can of silly string
please.

Alison

VanDeVeire, 6

Canton

All the girls and boys who have been good this year are
expecting hdliday gifts and surprises from Santa Claus
on Christmas morning. We asked local youngsters to
send the Observer the letters they had written to the jolly
elf so we could share them with our readers.

Here are some of the letters with photographs of the
writers. We've already forwarded the letters to the North
Pole in plenty of time before Christmas. Merry Christmas
and here's hoping your wishes come true.

I have tried to be
good this year.
Please bring me
some gak, ichy poo,
music box, Cin-
derella, light de-

sign, moving Mrs.
Santa
Dab.0Q.Ink.
Sonya Werner, §
Plymouth

and

Tipsy tower
My Pal 2
Mr. Bucket
Nerf bow & arrow
Wild Webber
Sega Genesis
These are the
toys I have been
wanting
Ryan Campeau, 4
Canton

I Love you. Hap-
py birthday to Je-
sus and you, I can’t
wait until Christ-
mas. Please bring
me my Batman Ski
boat and my Bar-
ney Puppet, and
please remember
my playmobile cas-
tle.

Nathaniel Gibson,

4 Canton

1 know you have
been watching us. 1
think I have been
good. 1 would like a
tea set for Xmas.
And Please give the
homeless people
some homes. And
don't forget my
brothers Robbie
and Dukie.

Kimberly

I've been good
this year. For
Christmas 1 want a
computer, a TV
with a VCR, trolls,
a Samantha doll, a
sewing kit, a 15
speed mountain
bike, a 5 day old
kitten, and a key-
board.

Alexandra Marie
Derian-Toth, 7

Bragalone

How are you. i
bet you are busy. i
would like a remote

controll car. for
Christmas Merry
Christmas.

Bradley Clemons,
5

Canton

I have been very
good this year.
Please bring me
Kitty Surprise and
Ya-Hoo Buckaroo! |
will have two.
Christmass trees.
One in my family
room. and one in
my living room.
Janine Korovesis
Plymouth Town-

ship

I wanted to tell
you that ['ve been a
good girl. And 1
would like puppy
surprise and magic
nursery baby. My
sister Lindsey six
years old and she
would like puppy
surprise and a Bar-
bie car.

This Christmas 1
would like a Big
Bird sewing ma-
chine, a train that
really moves, lin-
coln logs, a black
and white puppy
surprise, a Mr. Po-
tato Head.

Maureen Bohr, 4,
Plymouth

LaceyPolderdyke,
[} Canton

Mrs.
Claus! hope She is
doing good. Merry

How's

hope
have a

Christmas.
it's good.
happy one.
Jonathan Reiner
Canton

All I want is my
front tooth for
Christmas. A Bar-
bie also would be
nice.

e
Plymouth

I've been a very
good boy this year.
Will you please
bring me presents.
You already have
my Christmas list
that | gave to you at
the Thanksgiving
Day parade.
Jonathan

My favorite rein-
deer is Rudolph.
For Christmas [
want, Turtle Box-
ing, a race car set,
Turles in Time for
Super Nintendo,
Wrestlers Hockey,
and Crash Dumies.

Tommy Clos, 3
Plymouth

I hope you get my
list of things and
bring them to me
on Christmas day
and if you get them
to me you will make
me very happy. I
hope you will not
forget something for
my brother Nick.

Brett Hyman
Canton

I hope you bring

presents for the
poor people. I

would like a sled.
Allison Schmitz
Canton

Teachers’ union leadership
says no strike is planned

By M.B. DiLLON
STaFF WRITER
The Plymouth-Canton Educa-
tion Association leadership says
there is no truth to the rumor that
teachers are considering a strike.
The teachers' contract expires
at summer’s end. Bargaining is
scheduled to begin in April, but
informal talks have already be-
gun.

“The leadership and the bar-
gaining team have made no plans
for a strike,” said Chuck Portelli,
prextdent of the PCEA. “We ha-
ven't dm.uwed it. T don't kn(»w
where it's coming from, but it's
not coming from the leadership.

“People think the worst some-
times. I haven't had anyone come
to me and say we're going on
strike.”

Tom Cotner, the union’s chief
negotiator, said “‘there’s a lot of
stuff bouncing around, and with
any negotiating, there gets to be a
lot of rumors. We had the thing
fall through in the spring (when
teachers rejected a contract exten-
sion), so we have people talking
about a strike, and this and that.
But 1 don’t enter into negotia-
tions anticipating anything other
than a settlement. That's what
I'm there for. That's what I'll try
for. and until and unless some-

thing else happens, that’s what 1
plan on.”

Plymouth Salem High School
teacher Bill Gretzinger says that
in light of the fact the district
likely will seek new millage in
April, “it doesn’t seem reasonable
that we wouldn’t have a contract.
I don't think either side wants a
strike.

“A reasonable person would
conclude successful passage of a
millage would equate to having
the contract settled,” he added.
“They want us to help them.”

Portelli and Cotner are hopetul
there will be an early settlement.

“1 think it would benefit all of
us if we could resolve this early,”
said Portelli. “We plan to bargain
with the district, and bargain in
good faith.”

Said Cotner: “For the last 10
years, we've been getting things
done early. Ideally, things will
happen early again. It's a little bit
tougher than it has been for a
while, with all the things going on
at the state level.”

Being discussed now are pre-
liminary problem-solving issues,
Cotner said.

As for salaries, “We haven't
gotten that far yet,” said Portelli.
“] don’t know what teachers
would settle for.”

An important issue will be
treatment of teachers, added Por-
telli. It's a difficult issue to bar-
gain, but teachers want to be
treated fairly and with dignity, he
said.

The union is grieving the re-as-
signment of an elementary teach-
er a parent says was involved in
an altercation with her son. “This
teacher has a spotless 22-year
record. We don’t want to see
someone go through this. That's
what people are going to remem-
ber, not money, but what hap-
pened to him.”

Teachers realize the same thing
could happen to them, any day,
any time, said Portelli.

Errol Goldman, assistant su-
perintendent for employee rela-
tions, said the district does not
make any presumption of guilt.
“In fact, the presumption is the
opposite.

“We do have an obligation, de-
pending on the nature of the is-
sue, to protect not only teachers,
but students,” he said. “That
doesn’t mean we are determining
guilt or innocence.

“We take a look on a case-by-
case basis, and make a decision
on what's best for all parties in-
volved. There is also the matter
of, depending on the allegation,
the education of students.”

School district to test students
for talented and gifted program

The Plymouth Canton Commu-
nity School District will screen
students for admission to the Tal-
ented and Gifted Program (TAG)
for the 1993-94 school year in late
January and February 1993.

All third-grade students in the
District will take the Cognmitive
Abilities Test in January and
February. Parents of second -

and fourth- through

screening. Nomination forms are
available in each school office,
along with the information on
characteristics of gifted children.
All nominations should be com
pleted by Jan. 13 and returned to
the school office

The TAG office will use results
from the January/February test
ing as & first step of screening. In
March, the TAG office will notify

screening and the TAG Magnet
Program may be obtained by at-
tending the TAG Information
Night at the Tanger Center gym
7-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5.

The TAG program is located at
Allen Elementary Schoel and
East Middle School. Students in
the program are transported from
their “home™ schools to the TAG
location

For more information on the
TAG program, call the TAG office
# 420-5357 between noon and 4
p m Mondav through Friday

COTTON KNIT

TURTLENECK.

EVALUATE THE VALUE

$19

3 for $49

Buy them by the multiples
for every woman
on your holiday list
Besides being a
great value, each is
perfect for layering with
jackets, sweaters and
shirts. Choose from
20 dlfferml
accessorizing colors
Sizes M-LXL
Give the gift long

remembered in the distinctive

Jacobson’s box.

[ ]

Jacobsons

ANN ARBOR * GROSSE POINTE * BIRMINGHAM * DEARBORN « B

until @ - Monday Saturday
- o h-‘:':o?l-.w

In Ann Arbor untll & pm. on
VISA® and American

Sunday Noon 1© 3 pm.
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Where there's smoke: Paul Schepp displays the Christmas tree smoke detector he designed with partner Pat

Stark.

Firefighters offer tips on holiday safety

BY DIANE GALE
StarF WRITER

Area firefighters have simple
tips to keep safe during the holi-
days.

Plymouth Fire Chief Al
Matthews snapped his fingers to
illustrate how long it takes for a
Christmas tree to burn.

“A tree goes up in seconds —
especially a tree that is near the
dryness stage,” Matthews said.

CUIt's like & torch.”

““*'Fake trees are usually safer
than real ones, according to Can-
ton fire marshal Art Winkel. And
make sure there's Underwriter's
Laboratories (UL) markings on
trees and lights.

“Fake trees burn, but not quite
as fast as a live tree, because they
have some fire resistance built
into them,” Winkel said, adding
that if you use a live tree make
sure it’s fresh.

The tree is dry if the branches
crack easily, or the needles fall
off.

Here are few tips provided by
Winkel and Matthews.

B After vou get the tree home cut
an inch or so diagonally off the
bottom and place it in water be-
fore you put it up. Place the tree
in a stand with water and make
sure you keep the stand filled.
Evaporation can be slowed by
adding beer to the water.

B Dispose of the tree within 10
days after Christmas.

B Do not plug more than five
strings of lights into an electrical
outlet.

B Keep trees and lights away
from curtains and other flamm-
able objects.

B Make sure there are no bare
wires in lighting fixtures. For ex-
isting or older lighting sets make
sure sockets aren't cracked aud
light bulbs fit securely.

B If you use an extension cord,
make sure it's approved for the
wattage allowed in the plug; or
use two plugs.

B Make sure tree lights are on
only when someone is present.

B Have a fire extinguisher avail-
able.

B Make sure smoke detectors are
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placed throughout the house. Two
detectors are recommended for
ranch-style houses, and they're
usually placed outside bedrooms
and in the basement stairway.
Three detectors are recommended

for colonials — one on the second
floor, one at the bottom of the
stairway leading to the second
floor, and one in the basement.

B Keep all bedroom doors closed
at night. This wen't stop the fire
or keep smoke out permanently,

but it does give you an extra few
minutes.

B Plan+a fire escape. “People
don't do that, because they think
it will never happen to me,”
Winkel said. *And you just don't
know."”

B Careless smoking is the leading
cause of residential fire deaths.

B Electric space heaters should
be plugged directly into the wall
sockets and not into extension
cords. Unplug heaters when
they're not in use.,

Polynesian & Mandarin Cuisine
Carry Qut

44515 ANN ARBOR RD. - PLYMOUTH

Ming & Maria Leung

CH

From $19.93

@- We invite you to join us in Guy
Hollerin's for an evening of Dancing to a
D. J., Guy's Famous party Hors d'oeuvres,
2 Cockiails, Champagne Toast along with
LY New Year's Eve Party Favors.
$19.93 per person, inchudes tax

@. Party in the Grand Ballroom and Guy
Hollerin's. Dance to the sounds of
The Live Band SGT. ROCK.
Enjoy our Grand Buffet featuring an Hors
d'ceuvre table, Carved Roast Sirloin of
Beef, Grilled Block Sea Bass, o Sweets
toble, 6 cocldails, Champagne Toast, New
Year's Eve Party Favors and much more
$119.93 per couple, nchudes tax & gratuity

»

@. Al of celebration #2, plus Dehuxa
ight Accommodations and Breakfast
for two New Year's Day
$179 93 per couple inchodes tax and grotuy

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL

Choice of 10 different
combination dinners for

*5.79

SUNDAY-THURSDAY

ODA INN

Chinese-American

(Corner Sheidon & Ann Arbor Rd.)

THE Vpw YEA R’
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DINE-IN ONLY
Limited Time Only

Residents invent

shut-off,

By KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Two local engineers have come
up with a Christmas tree shut-off
and alarm device they're trying to
market.

Paul Schepp and Pat Stark got
the idea for the device after the
Christmas tree fire two years 8go
that killed seven members of a
Canton family.

“We heard about it when we
were both Lawrence Tech stu-
dents,” Stark said.

Now, Schepp, of Canton, works
for AEG Automated Systems of
Troy. Stark, of Plymouth, works
for GMF Robotics in Auburn
Hills.

They've actually invented two
devices.

One is a green box which at-
taches to a Christmas tree with a
Velero strap. It detects smoke
from a possible tree fire.

Once smoke is detected, an
alarm sounds and the tree lights
shut off,

The other is a cube of sorts
with a sensing device on the bot-
tom.

It fits in the water reservoir of a
Christmas tree stand. If the water
gets too low, the alarm sounds
and the lights shut off.

Both devices transmit signals
to a larger white box plugged into
a wall socket and the Christmas
lights are plugged into the box.

The pair developed the devices
last year for a senior project. “We
also came up with a market sur-

alarm

vey and did a presentation,”
Schepp said.

Their work won them the uni-
versity’s 1991 engineering award.

Since then, thanks in part to
the prodding of Schepp's wife
Teresa, they've applied for a pat-
ent and are “‘trying to find a man-
ufacturer who wants to buy the
patent from us, or we could get
royalties,” Schepp said.

“We're hoping to sell it for
around $29.”

Schepp said that after hearing
about the fire, the first thing they
thought of “was a device to extin-
guish a fire,” Schepp said.

“But there were only a couple of
ways to do that, they’re both quite
expensive,” he said.

In researching the project, they
found that there was a patented
ornamental smoke detector, but
no such device when water gets
low.

On the importance of a device
that indicates the level of water in
a tree stand, Schepp said, “We
found that most tree fires are
caused by dry trees.”

“We filed the patent just a cou-
ple of weeks ago,” Schepp said.
“We're in the process of contact-
ing manufacturers.”

To name the product, “We were
thinking of ‘Safe-Tree,’ like
‘safety,” " he said.

He added that the smoke detec-
tor could be sold separately from
the water-level detector, for peo-
ple with artificial trees.

The ideal way to shine up your
home this holiday season.

Residential Housekeeping Any

*19°
(Up to 240 sq. ft. per room) per room

2 rooms Or more...

41909 Joy Rd. * Canton

(313) 4537880
z &

« All Suypues Furnished

+ Holiday Gift Certificates
Av, ble
» Fidors Done the Old

Fashioned Way...on
Hands and Knees

\} W s , )
(g Andy's Hallmask
' Shop
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Toys for T

ots

Shortage worries Marines

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
STarr WRITER

Donations to the Toys for Tots
holiday charity are so far behind
last year's pace in the Wayne/
Qakland area that officials have
all but given up hope that their
goal of 80,000 toys will be reached.

“We're all just busting our
butts to collect as many toys as
possible,” said Kathy Schweitzer
of Coldwell Banker Schweitzer
Real Estate, one of the sponsors.
“We're doing more than we ever
have. (But) it's kind of disap-
pointing.”

The chief sponsor of the Toys
for Tots program is the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. Soldiers traditionally
collect donated toys from drop-off
points and distribute them to
agencies that give them to needy
children.

This year's goal of 80,000 toys
will likely not be reached, said Lt.
Col. Rich Scott of the 1st Battal-
ion, 24th Marines, headquartered
in Detroit.

In fact, Scott reports that col-
lections lag behind last year's by
20,000 toys so far.

“A toy really isn't a frivolous
thing,” Scott said. "It plays an
important role in a child's devel-
opment.”

Noting that the Marines, who
landed in Somalia recently, were

met by a horde of reporters, Scott
said, “I'd give anything to have
that much media coverage (for
this program). It’s only the public
that can make this happen.”

Other local charities, however,
seem to be doing well, if not quite
as well as last year.

State Sen. Michael Bouchard,
R-Birmingham, is part of a pro-
gram called Coats For The Cold,
whereby charity-minded individ-
uals donate old winter coats for
the needy.

“I just had to make two pick-
ups because the boxes were over-
flowing,” said Bouchard aide
Gayle Murphy. “I need a truck,
not a four-door car.”

Murphy added that there are so
many coats in Bouchard's district
office that “I can't see out the
window anymore. Gauging from
last year, I would say (our collec-
tion) is right on the same level.”

Ditto for the Salvation Army’s
Plymouth office, where holiday
collections are ‘“perhaps a tad
ahead of last vear," said Lt, Jef-
frey Beachum.

Beachum's area also includes
Northville and Canton Township.
His goal this year is $230,000, and
he's about 60 percent of the way

there so far. Traditionally,
Beachum said, November and
December fundraising accounts

for 50-60 percent of the money
raised by the Salvation Army
each year.

All is not quite so well at the
local United Way offices, where
the 1992 fund-raising goals were
missed, but more than $60 mil-
lion was raised nevertheless in
Macomb, Wayne and Oakland
counties.

Jan Hubbard, spokeswoman for
the northern Oakland County
United Way, said she raised
$5.105 million by Nov. 12, the end
of the fund-raising drive. The
goal, however, was $5.225 million.
“It doesn’t seem like much, but it
makes a difference,” she said.
“It’s really the economy. People
are afraid even if they have good
jobs.”

The other local United Way off-
ice covers Wayne, Macomb and
most of Oakland counties. It's
1992 goal was $63.5 million, but
collections totaled $57 million.

“There's just not a lot of con-
sumer confidence out there,”
spokeswoman Lynn Anderson
said. “It’s been a difficult year.
(The problem is) a combination of
employment and cuts in employee
benefits.”

As far as Toys for Tots are con-
cerned, folks interested in donat-
ing a new toy may call the Ma-
rines at 824-1653 to find the near-
est collection center.

Seminar discusses God’s identity

The Institute of Divine Meta-
physical Research Inc. will offer a
free, one-day seminar discussing
God as a unity rather than a trini-
ty.

The seminar will be offered be-
ginning at 10:30 a.m. Jan. 16 at
the Management Education Cen-
ter in Troy, 811 W. Square Lake
Road.

The lecture will feature graphic
charts and illustrations explain-
ing the operation of God’s eternal
purpose and plan down through
the ages and dispensations until
the present as revealed by a di-
vine vision and revelation, accord-
ing to planners.

The Institute of Divine Meta-

physical Research is a non-profit
religious and scientific organiza-
tion. It isn't affiliated with any
other religious or scientific organ-
ization.

For further information, phone
Barbara Brazile-Ewell at 255-
0105, 443-2400 and Eugene Bra-
zile at 342-7269.
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30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of regular-price ladies’
sweaters. " Misses’

30%-50% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of dresses and suits n
19 97-$300, now 9.97-$210

petites and plus-sizes

30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of vinyl handbags. "’
16 99-$45, now 11.89-31.50

- 30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of Round the Clock and
- Crowley’'s Own hosiery. Reg 175 $9. now 1.23-6.30

35% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of regular-price ladies’ robes.
Reg $26-$140, now 16.90-891

30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of control bottoms, briefs,
panty girdies and one-piece shapesuits from Subtract
Smoothies and more. Reg. 7.50-$58, now 5.25-40.60 :

TAKE AN EXTRA 30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of ladies’
boOtS. Reg 29 99-$135 now 20.99-94.50

30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of men’s dress shirts and
16.50-840, now 11 55.$28

30% ENTIRE STOCK of Haggar' dress separates. i o %

30% OFF ENTIRE STOCK of men's robes.
Reg. $45-8110, now 31.50-877

69.99 ENTIRE STOCK of Northerner white goose down

$150-8250
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SHOP FRIDAY: From 8 am. to 11 pm New Center from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m

Classic Interiors

INTEREST-FREE FINANCING

+ Thomasville

« Century « Bob Timberlake « Hekman
« Nichols & Stone « Conover « Howard Miller
* Classic Leather « Harden » Hooker

« Canal Dover

And For 3 Days Only Take An Additional 10% Off Any item or
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ONE YEAR

B

AND
A SAVINGS OF 35%

ON FAMOUS BRAND FURNITURE

3 DAYS ONLY!

FRI., DEC. 18, 1992 9:30-9:00
SAT., DEC. 19, 1992 9:30-5:30
“ SUN., DEC. 20, 1992 1:00-5:00

» Pennsylvania House « Sligh Clocks

« Hancock & Moore * Lexington

Sale Prices on All Lamps and Accessories

Group That is Tagged “CLEARANCE”. See Our Clearance
Center and many groups throughout the store.

Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9:00 - Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30 - Open Sun. 1-5
®

202v2 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile * 474-6900

. All Previous Sales Excluded » Otfer Not Valid @ = ,a
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For a hassle-free holiday

A Westland Gift Certificate
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Surprise someone u ith a gift certificate {
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redeemable at onr 80 stoves. And rest easier knowing they will get what |
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