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TODAY 
COUNTY NEWS 

Poet hunt: Schoolcraft College 
and The MacGuffin literary maga-
zine are co-sponsoring a competi-
tion open to all Michigan 
residents. /5A 

TASTE 

44Great Pretenders": Lose the 
booze this holiday season withtas-
ty alcohol-free drinks. Finalists in 
the AAA Michigan Zero-Proof 
Mix-Off non-alcohol drink contest 
share their recipes./IB 

Winner Dinner: Submitted by 
Henry Gordon of Birmingham, 
this week's Winner Dinner fea-
tures braised lamb shanks, tossed 
vegetable salad, and cheesecake. 
/ I B 

STREET SCENE 

Everywhere: Slaughter will liter-
ally be everywhere in the United 
States come New Year's Eve, 
thanks to the miracle of television. 
But if you're into live music, you 
can also catch the group at Har-
po's. They're among bands ringing 
in 1993 throughout the metro De-
troit area Thursday night./4B 

MALLS & MAINSTREETS 

Step pin' out: Malls and main-
streets offer head-to-toe services 
which are especially appreciated 
during the holiday season./8B 

SPORTS 

A look back: Find out what the 
players from the 1983 All-Observer 
boys basketball team, including 
Plymouth Salem graduate Dave 
Houle, are up to nowadays./ 1C 
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Larcenies on the rise in Canton 
I I ! « 

Tools and snowblowers are the target of thieves who have 
been hitting Canton homes more often than last year. 

BY DIANE GALE 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

You better keep your garage doors 
locked if you want to hold onto your 
snowblowers and tools. 

Larcenies are up in Canton 
compared to this time last year. And 
the biggest attraction to thieves is open 
garage doors, according to Canton 
police information officer Tammie 
Colling. 

Last year there were 143 larceny 

Woman 
honored 
for giving 
BY DIANE GALE 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

If Catherine A. Johnson keeps it 
up, one day you'll find her picture in 
the dictionary under "volunteer." 

The Canton resident is available 
any-time and anywhere there's a need. 
Her commitment, hard work and ded-
ication have been recognized by local 
officials for years and recently she 
was chosen for the Wayne County 
Winners Circle. 

The award is given at an elaborate 
presentation by Wayne County Exec-
utive Edward McNamara who annu-
ally chooses three people who signifi-
cantly contributed to the county. 

When Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice Conrad Mallett Jr . presented 
Johnson with the award, he summa-
rized the importance of her work: "If 
every community had a Catherine 
Johnson, half it 's problems would be 
solved. At least it would seem that 
way. Her tireless efforts as a volun-
teer have helped make Canton Town-
ship a great suburban community." 

In her typical style, Johnson is do-
nating a $500 check, given to her by 
Envotech in Ypsilanti for being 
named to the Winner's Circle, back to 
the community. She gave the money 
to the Canton Veteran's Memorial 
Fund to help build a veterans monu-
ment. 

The recent attention showered on 
Johnson didn't come easy. 

Besides working in her homeown-
er's association, the beautification 
committee and serving on the plan-
ning commission and zoning board of 
appeals, Johnson finds time to sit on 

incidents reported between Nov. 1 and 
Dec. L. During her same time this year, 
there were 230 cases. 

"I attribute that to all the new subs," 
Colling said. 

Another reason for the increase was a 
rise in hubcap thefts. There were 46 
hubcab thefts reported from the end of 
October through the middle of 
November. 

Canton police made an arrest Nov'. • 
13 after a Fordham Green tenant called 

about a poeAiblg theft, in progress. 
Police arrested a man and recovered 67 
hubcaps from his car. 

Golf clubs . are a n o t h e r hot 
commodity, among thieves. And 
oftentimes they're sold to northern 
communities. 

"We've found them as far away as 
Muskegon and Traverse Ci ty ," 
according to Canton police Detective 
Richard Pomorski. 

"Golf clubs are easy to get rid of." 
And they're easy to steal when 

people leave their garage doors open. 
Don't feel immune from thefts if 

you're home. Some of the larceny 
reports involved incidents where 
residents were in their houses at the 

time of the thefts, Colling said adding 
that most larcenies are committed by 
juveniles who live in the community. 

Another time to be cautious is when 
you go grocery shopping. Thieves know 
grocery store shoppers usually pay with 
cash, and around the holidays people 
often have larger shoppings. Colling 
said. 

Canton police added a "mall detail" 
shortly after Thanksgiving. Officers, on 
foot and in patrol cars, are keeping a 
closer eye on shopping areas. Canton 
police will continue the extra patrol 
until after the holidays. 

"Their presence hopefully will deter 
any acts," Colling said 

SHARON LEMIEUX/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Getting the job done±~~Catherine Johnson filled Goodfellows baskets recently week during one of 
her many volunteer efforts. Bill Loughran of the Canton Lions and VFW groups also wanted to 
make sure needy families would have a merrier Christmas. . . .. 

the Goodfellows board of directors. 
She works with the Canton Founda-
tion, the Canton Economic Club and 
in a craft club tha t makes patches for 
Ronald McDonald House quilts. 

During her down time, she knits 
mittens for the Canton Histork*^So-
ciety Chris tmas craft sale and she 
continues a five-year tradition col-

lecting used s tamps for Chicago's 
Children's Hospital to teach the 
youngsters about s tamp collecting 
and give them something to do. 

"I don't even know half of the 
. t h i n g s - F m involved in," Johnson 
said, adding that she doesn't keep a 
list. _ 

She's the p e r s o n - t o - c a l l when 

there's a cry for help. For instance, 
Johnson helped coordinate the Senior 
Citizen Softball World Series held in 
Canton recently. 

And she joined forces with Canton 
residents Bruce Patterson and Cindy 
Burgess and formed a support group 

See VOLUNTEER, 4A 

Family disagrees with water assessment 
B Y JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Anne Sienko can't understand why 
she has to pay an almost $21,000 as-
sessment for water to be brought to 
her acreage on Palmer Road when 
she's had township water service to 
her house for more than 20 years. 

"I don't understand how she was 
included," said her son Jim, who ar-
gued his mother's cause at a public 
hearing on a special assessment dis-
trict roll before the Canton Township 
Board of Trustees Tuesday. 

Jim Sienko said township officials 
have no business including his 
mother in any assessment roll for a 
water main on Palmer Road, betwen 
Lotz and Hannan roads. 

Township officials disagreed. 
"The issue at hand is not the single 

house, but the property," said Aaron 

Machnik, municipal services director. 
A one-inch water lead brought 

down from Lotz Road more than 20 
years ago serves Sienko's house on 
11.5 acres. " T h a t services one house. 
That water has no benefit to the 
property. It serves one house," Mach-
nik said. 

Concern stems from a future possi-
bility that if the acreage is divided 
and developed a water line is needed 
to serve new lots on the land, officials 
said. 

Still, the Sienkos maintained there 
was no need for the assessment when 
water is already available. 

Machnik, who told the family he 
preferred not to discuss the history of 
Sienko's water lead in public, said it's 
believed the line "was bootlegged" 
years ago. Fees were not paid for the 
capital improvement and there's no 

record of payment for a water connec-
tion. 

The Sienkos questioned the boot-
legging issue and told trustees that 
indeed Anne Sienko has a water 
meter, paid for a permit and contin-
ues to receive a water bill. 

Despite the family's complaints, 
township trustees approved the ap-
proximately $161,000 assessment roll, 
which includes Sienko's acreage and 
six other properties. 

Though Anne Sienko is not includ-
ed in another special assessment dis-
trict for s storm sewer in the area, 
J i m Sienko said he is concerned the 
project will cause more flooding on 
his mother's acreage, which is 
traversed by Fellows Creek. An esti-
mated half of the acreage is a wet 
land, Jim Sienko said. 

He told trustees he will involve the 
state Department of Natural Re-
sources in the issue because of the 
wetlands on his mother 's property. 
Machnik told Sienko tha t the town-
ship doesn't require DNR involve-
ment for the storm sewer project. He 
also said he is not aware of any nega-
tive effect from the planned storm 
sewer on the property. 

Sienko's attorney, John Carney of 
Livonia, said that with half the prop-
erty as a wetland, the acreage is un-
suitable for development. Drainage 
from development to the north and 
east of Sienko's acreage, "has de 
stroyed the value of her property. 
Carney wrote to trustees. 

Deferring the water main assess-
ment would do no good, Carney con-
tinued. because Sienko is more than 
70 years old. 

Christmas tree pickup 

Thanks to the Canton Waste Recycling Com pa 
ny. Canton residents can get rid of their Christ-
mas trees the week of Jan . 11-15. 

Trees will be isnwued following the regular reei 
dentiai trash pickup service during that week for 
free. Trese need to be in their natural state with 
all stand* and ornaments removed. Do not put the 
trees in any form of pi—tic or i 

CANTON CONNECTION 
The selection process for picking s new comm., 

will be a more formal one than used in the 
pot. The planning o 
a month and 

in training 

lets at least twu 
are expected to pa r tk i 

offered by various state 

Jan. 8. Send letters to the township board at 1150 
S. Canton Center Road, Canton. MI. 48188. 

holiday office hours 
Remember if you have township business, the 

Canton Administration Building will be closed 
Thursday and Friday. New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day. Dec. 31 to Jan. I. 

The township treasurer * office, however, will he 
open 8:30 a m to 12*0 p .m . Thursday. Dec 31, to 
accept 1992 property tax paymenta only 

S e n i o r a d v i s o r y a p p o i n t m e n t s 
The Canton township hoard approved nine ap 

advisory council from the 

. 
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Police taking 
kids' prints 

Canton police have fingerprint-
ed more than 900 children since 
June . 

A file, including the prints, is 
given to the child 's guardian free 
of charge. Instructions in the file 
expla in tha t recent pictures 
should be included on a regular 
basis. 

"Parents keep that and in a 
t raumat ic time, God forbid, if 
anything happens, everything is 
right there to give to the police," 
Canton police information officer 
Tammie Colling said. 

The fingerprints are used to 

help identify' missing children. 
The service is available to chil-

dren from ages one through 18. 
Children even younger than 

one-year-old have been finger-
printed, but those prints are usu-
ally more difficult to obtain. Coll-
ing said. 

In some cases, when the chil-
dren are visiting a relative in Can-
ton, for instance, the service is 
available for non-residents, Coll-
ing said. 

Canton police fingerprinted a 
number of children during the 
Canton Liberty Fest last summer. 

Man held after 
break-in at store 

A 23-year-old Detroit man was 
arrested Monday for attempting 
to break into Toys R Us on Hag-
gerty. 

Two men apparently tripped an 
alarm about 10:45 p.m. when they 
drove up to the Toys R Us and 
tried to break through the gate 
with a truck. 

The responding officer chased 
the truck which ended up in a 
ditch east of Koppernick. The of-
ficer contined the chase on foot. 

He caught one of the men. 
The truck the men had been in 

was stolen from Taylor. 

James Alexander West was ar-
raigned Dec. 22 in 35th District 
Court before Judge James Garber. 
He was charged with one count of 
attempted breaking and entering. 

A plea of not guilty was en-
tered. Garber set a $5,000 person-
al bond. A preliminary examina-
tion date is Dec. 30. 
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Chamber raises 
money for charity 

Generations meet: Carriage Park resident George Wilson reads one of Jonathan Beardslee's new books as the 15-
month-old gets distracted by Santa who came to visit the senior community's adopted families. 

Seniors 'adopt' families for a day 

More than $350 was raised re-
cently during the Canton Cham-
ber holiday party where guests 
and members brought donations 
for "Santa 's Christmas Fund," 
founded by one of its honorary 
members, Gene "San ta" Reaves. 

Along with the money, those at-
tending also brought caps and 
mittens for charity. 

T h e 9 0 - y e a r - o l d R e a v e s , 
dressed in a red business suit, ex-
plained to participants that he 
has been helping the needy for 
more than 55 years, and he was 
recently named Michigan Jaycees 
"The Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year." 

Reaves was the original Santa 
who rode in the J .L. Hudson's 
Thanksgiving parade for 10 years. 

Since then all of his "Santa" 
work has been done for children's 
charities. The articles will be de-
livered to Bryant School for the 
Retarded, Dorsey Street Commu-
nity Center, respite centers, area 
group homes and Foster Grand-
parent Association, an organiza-

tion that takes care of retarded 
children. 

The event is held annually, and 
is open to all area businesses. The 
Canton Chamber wjll continue to 
collect donations for Gene "San-
t a " Reaves even after the holi-
days. 

Anyone willing to contribute to 
the cause should call the chamber 
at 453-4040, or make donations to 
"Santa 's Christmas Fund," 37789 
Hixford, Apt. F-12, Westland, 
Michigan 48185. 

This year 's party was held at 
the Sunflower Village Hanford 
Club House. Canton Catering 
provided the food and Silver 
Sounds Professional D.J.'s donat-
ed the music and entertainment 
with the help of Master Lighting 
and Gerou Chiropractic. 

Various door prizes were donat-
ed by Basket Kreations, Bob's of 
Canton. Boyer Meats, KB Prod-
ucts, Papa Romano's, Bob Evans, 
Denise Maloney, and Flowers by-
Joy. 

B Y JO A N N E M A L I S Z E W S K I 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

The eve of the eve of Christmas Eve was a 
special day for Carriage Park senior adults. 
That was the day they met their adopted fam-
ilies. 

"This was a special occasion. We invited 
them for lunch so we could meet them," said 
Renee Kwasny, activities director at Carriage 
Park Senior Community on Canton Center 
Road. 

For the first time in the senior community's 
short history, the approximately 100 senior 
adul ts adopted two single-parent families — 
through the Salvation Army — for Christmas. 
And they got to meet them and have lunch 
with them Tuesday. 

The seniors adopted Annette Pierce and her 
5month-old daughter, Sarah, and Karolyn 
Beardslee and her 15-month-old sojn, 
Jonathan. 

"What 's really good about this is that a lot 
of the seniors don't have families," Kwasny 
said. 

Lunch for the families and seniors was only 
the beginning. Lo and behold in walked Santa 
Claus. "I can honestly tell you each and every 
one of our residents has been very good this 
year," Kwasny said. 

Immediately Santa headed toward the 
Christmas tree surrounded by gifts for the two 
families. And one by one Jonathan and Sarah 
took turns receiving their gifts. 

"This is for them as well as the famines," 

Cheri Yargus, Carriage Park manager, said of 
the seniors who watched the children open 
their gifts. 

The senior community always had a Christ-
mas party. "But this year we wanted to get 
more involved with the community," Yargus 
said. 

In addition to the Christmas gifts, the sen-
iors donated two laundry carts full of goods for 
a Christmas dinner for the two families. "We 
never expected to get that much." Kwasny 
said. 

As far as next year, the senior community 
already plans to adopt more families at 
Christmas. "We'll try to expand with a couple 
more families," Yargus said. 

Leaders to meet again on shared services 
The heads of five local com-

munities met for a second time 
last week to talk about shared 
government services — and 
agreed to meet again on Jan. 8. 

At the meeting were Plymouth 
mayor Robert Jones, Plymouth 
Township supervisor Kathleen 
Keen-McCarthy, Canton supervi-
sor Tom Yack, Northville mayor 
Chris Johnson and Northville 
Township supervisor Karen Baja. 

At a Dec. 22 meeting, the group 

• 'The plan is to eventually produce a generic 
process acceptable to all f ive communities 
leading to potential inter-governmental coop-
eration. ' 

Joint statement 

created sub-committees to dis-
cuss issues related to merging ser-
vices. The subcommit tees in-
clude finance, governance, per-

sonnel, and administration. 
In January, the five community-

leaders will review areas each 
group will address with communi-

ty department heads, unions and 
boards, according to a statement 
released on behalf of the five gov-
ernment leaders. 

"The plan is to eventually pro-
duce a generic process acceptable 
to all five communities leading to 
potential inter-governmental co-
operation," according to the state-
ment. 

Officials in some communities 
are seeking merging of fire depart-
ments, among other services. 
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Chuckle time: Close out 1992 with a laugh. Comedian 
Jackie Mason performs at Livonia's George Burns The-
ater at 8 p.m. and 11:45 p.m. New Year's Eve. 

« 
s 

-JOHN STORMZAND/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Countdown: A First Night crowd gathered in Shain Park in downtown Birmingham last year to usher in the new 
year. Organizers have put together an interesting schedule for this year's event. 

Bored? Ring in new year with fun 

JIM JAODFELD/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

B Y D I A N E G A L E 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

New Year's Eve — billed as one 
of the biggest party nights of the 
year — is often a big disappoin-
ment. 

If you're bored with the tradi-
tion. you're not alone. In fact, 
only about 25 percent of Ameri-
cans host or attend a New Year's 
Eve party, according to a 1989 
Roper poll. 

Don't despair, there are alter-
natives — lots of them. 

Weather permitting, you can 
charter a helicopter and see the 
metro area from on high. But 
beware, it's a pricey way to usher 
in 1993. The cost ranges from 

$600 to $800 an hour. And on spe-
cial holidays there's usually a 
minimum.Ski celebration 

If you prefer to keep your feet 
on the ground — go skiing. Mt. 
Brighton, in Brighton, has a torch 
light procession planned for ski-
iers celebrating the new year on 
the slopes. Ski patrol and instruc-
tors will etch "1993" in the snow. 

If that sounds too cold, take re-
fuge indoors. A lot of people 
spend the night at the movies. 
Most theaters, including West-
land Showcase Cinema and AMC 
Laurel Park 10 Theaters in Livo-
nia, are open. 

"New Year's Eve night is really 
busy," according to Tim Jahn, 
Canton Cinema 6 manager. "A lot 

of people go out to dinner and go 
to a movie. Most movies are out 
by midnight and they can be 
home before midnight. And you 
can buy the ticket at noon and 
walk in at night." 

Every year more and more peo-
ple are making Birmingham's 

See FUN, 8A 

Get down: Folks seeking alternatives to the usual New 
Year's Eve drunken orgy will be pleased to know that the 
accommodating people at the Alt. Brighton skiing facility 
have scheduled a special ski night for Dec. 31. 

If you drink a bit too much, 
don't drive — call for a ride 
B Y D I A N E GALK 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Have a safe New Year's Eve. If 
you drink too much and need a 
ride home, there's a way. And if 
you decide to have a party and 
you want to keep your guests so-
ber, there 's a way. 

Volunteers from the Wayne and 
Oakland chapters of Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving will pro-
vide rides to people on New 
Year's Eve. And there is no charge 
for LifeRide. 

" I t ' s only for those who have no 
rides home." according to Kath-
leen Kennedy. MADD adminis-
trative assistant. "We encourage 
people to assign a designated 
driver or make arrangements to 
have a party." 

Last year MADD volunteers 
gave 663 New Year's Eve revellers 
rides in Wayne and Oakland 
counties. That was 29 percent 
more rides than the year before. 

Call the MADD office at 422-
6233 for more information. 

Some area police departments 
will offer rides to those who can't 
drive home safely. For instance. 
Bedford Township police will 
drive home people who need a 
ride in Redford and surrounding 
communities. However. Redford 
Township Police Chief Dave Par 
ker says the department doesn't 
have the resources to drive people 
30 miles or farther. 

Livonia police will drive people 
who can't drive and need nde 
from a Livonia location to another 
Livonia location. But they won t 
travel out of the city limit*. 

Westland Police won't provide 
a ride but will call a cab for folks 
unable to drive. 

Tammie Colling, information 
officer with Canton Township Po-
lio*. Mid: "If you're out drinking 
and driving in Canton, police will 
offer you a ride to the police de-
pa rmt net — through the back 
floor ' She added: We suggest 
you be reaponaible and have a 
designated driver. 

Reahsinc you're drunk is " " 
first and baa* step. A lo* of people 

John Farrar 

who are legally drunk think 
they're fine, because their mental 
image of someone who had too 
much to drink is throwing up or 
passing out, according to John 
Farrar, executive director of Livo-
nia Counseling Center, Westland 
Counseling Center and Northville 
Counseling Center. 

"One of the things I've learned 
is the bottom line is it takes a 
heck of a lot less to be legally in-
toxicated than people realize," he 
said. "People don't know how 
many ..drinks it takes to be legally 
intoxicated or how long you have 
to wait. Once they get busted and 
come to see me they learn the 
hard way." . 

Pointing to a 20 percent reduc-
tion in drinking and driving acci-
dent*. Farrar said, that 's a great 
start, but there's still too many 
people dying as the result of an 
alcohol related accident*. 

If you don't want to worry 
about your gueat* leaving your 
party and driving home drunk, 
have them spend the night or aave 
yourself the trouble and conaidar 
serving non-alcoholic drinka. 

Michigan AAA hold* an annual 
for beat non alcoholic 

drinks. The first place winner this 
year is Janet Mast Boerema of 
Kentwood with "Sparkling Pear 
Tree Punch." 

To make the punch use: 

• 4 ounces white sparkling graj 
juice, well-chilled; 
• 2 ounces pear syrup (drained 
from canned pears in heavy syrup; 
• splash of tonic water; 
• one jigger of grenadine; 
• raw pear, cored and thinly 
sliced; 
• mint sprig; 
• crushed ice; 

Coat the rim of a margarita 
glass with sugar; fill glass with 
crushed ice. Lightly shake spark-
ling grape juice, pear syrup and 
tonic water; pour over ice. Add a 
jigger of grenadine to center of 
drink. Garnish with several pear 
slices and a mint sprig. 

The second place winner of the 
AAA contest is Carol Kormash of 
Ypsilanti with "Razzle Dazz Berri 
Wassail. 

• 3 ounces raspberry flavored gel-
atin (Jello brand only); 
• 2 cups boiling water; 
• 1 cup sugar; 
• 12 raspberries; 
• 12 strawberries; 
• 12 blueberries; 
• 4 Tbs. lemon juice; 
• 3Tb«. lime juice; 
• 1 quart apple juice; 
• 2 liters Vemore ginger ale; 

Bring first three ingredients to 
a boil. Cool to room temperature 
for punch base. Put berries, lem-
on and lime juice in blender with 
half cup of apple juice. Put 
through sieve to remove seeds. 
Add rest of color ginger ale ice 
cubes. Add remainder of apple 
juice to punch baae and blend in 
blender. Add ginger ale when 
ready to serve. Freeze ice cubes 
with ginger ale and small amount 
of berries mixture to color. Full 
recipe serves five eight ounce 
servings. 

FINE FURNITURE 

CI FARANCE 
Take advantage of this outstanding opportunity to find those living room, dining room, 

bedroom or occasional pieces you've been looking for .now greatly reduced 

in price. Names such as Henredon. Century, Hickory Chair, Lee Industries. Hickorycraft 

and others you respect for craftsmanship and design Come in and look over our 

selection in our Store for the Home 

H E N R E D O N 

U p h o l s t e r e d C h a i r s 

Sofas 
Elan d i n i n g r o o m tab le 

Se rve r 

Side c h a i r 

H I C K O R Y C H A I R 

F rench Co l l ec t i on D i n i n g tab le 

Buffet 

C h i n a 
S ide cha i r 
James River O c c a s i o n a l Pieces 

C E N T U R Y 

H e n r y Ford C o l l e c t i o n D r o p leaf d i n i n g table 

N e w England s i d e b o a r d 

S e l e c t e d occas iona l cha i r s 

C A S A B1QUE 

O c c a s i o n a l accen t p ieces 

LEE I N D U S T R I E S 

C h a i r s 

So fas 

W h i l e Q u a n t i t i e s Last. 

Se lec t ions m a y va ry by locat ion. 

ALL SALES FINAL S U B J E C T T O PRIOR 

. . . $676 to $986 

$1224 to $2447 

$1944 

$1334 

$418 

$1028 

$1414 

. . . $ 1 6 9 9 

$510 

$229 to $887 

$1124 

$3968 

$676 t o $1238 

$333 to $1440 

. . . $ 5 5 3 t o $718 

$971 to $1420 

SALE 

Jacobson's 



The Observer/ M O N D A Y , D E C E M B E R 2 8 , 1 9 9 2 ( P . C ) B A 

4A(C) The Observer/ M O N D A Y . D E C E M B E R 2 8 , 1 9 9 2 

Pursell's office closes 
BY KEVIN BROWN-
S T A F F W R I T E R 

The boxes are packed and the 
movers are coming today to empty 
the office of Plymouth's home-
town U.S. Congressman, Carl 
Pursell. 

"When Carl called to tell me he 
was retiring. I didn't cry then," 
said Pursell's longtime field rep-
resentative Denise Radtke. 

But when they packed up the 
phones Dec. 15, she couldn't hold 
back a tear or two. 

Radtke, who came to the Plym-
outh office when it opened nearly 
10 years ago, said her greatest sat-
isfaction in the job "was helping 
people resolve their problems 
with bureaucracy." 

"Many of the things a congress-
man helps with are personal in 
nature," she said, declining to 
talk of some contacts. 

But she does recount the time 

she helped a man, 67, obtain a 
copy of his birth certificate to get 
a passport. That was when the 
man learned for the first time he 
was adopted. 

When the Plymouth office 
opened, on Main Street across 
from Central Middle School, 
Radtke came from Pursell's Livo-
nia office to run it. She had re-
cently moved to town. 

Plymouth became a main off-
ice, as it is centrally situated in 
the 2nd Congressional District, 
soon to be altered by redistricting. 

Radtke said she was struck 
that compared to Livonia, more 
people would walk into the office 
in Plymouth, to have a problem 
solved or to see Pursell. 

Also, Plymouth people "were 
very diligent in getting messages 
to the congressman," Radke said. 

"Carl would come back every 
weekend; on Friday afternoon he 
would be here (in the office) and 

usual ly Monday morning ," 
Radtke said. 

Sometimes, people would pop 
into the office expecting to see 
Radtke or another staffer, but 
would find Pursell instead. 

By last week, just Pursell's 
desk had been moved. Scattered 
about were filled cardboard boxes 
stamped in black with the mes-
sage "Property U.S. House of 
Representa t ives ." Furniture, 
property of the General Services 
Administration, was to be moved 
today. 

Radtke will begin work Jan. 3 
as field representative for new 
11th* District U.S. Congressman 
Joe Knollenberg, representing 
central and east Livonia, Redford 
and a portion of Oakland County. 
She will work out of his Livonia 
office. 

"It's a change, but life goes on." 
Radtke said. 

SHARON LEMIEUX/STAFT PHOTOGRAPHER 

Moving on: U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell's field representative Denise Radtke packs up the 
congressional seal as Pursell, of Plymouth, is retiring. 

Volunteer from page 1A 
Foundation hits goal 

for families of local troops sent to 
the Persian Gulf in Desert Storm. 
That wasn't enough for Johnson, 
who commandeered other volun-
teers and made bows that were 
hung along Ford Road to greet the 
troops. 

"One serviceman said: 'You 
don't know how wonderful it was 
to see those bows," " she said. "It 
just made you feel so good inside 
that you made him feel so good. 
Something nice like that happens 
and you say it's all worth it." 

When asked how she juggled it 
all, Johnson said: "You do what 
you can. When you get a call, it's 
hard to turn anyone down." 

Volunteers, especially people in 
their early 30s, are hard to find, 
she said. 

"I think so many times two 
people are working in a household 
and it's tough to go out and vol-
unteer after you get home. But 
you've got to. We want a good 
quality of life, but we still have to 
.give something back into the com-
munity. If young parents don't 
show their children, by example, 
how to volunteer the next genera-
tion won't get involved, either, 
Johnson said. Personal satisfac-
tion is among the many rewards, 
Johnson said. She related a story 
about a woman who began to cry 
with happiness when Johnson 
called to announce her house was 
chosen to receive a Canton Beau-
tification Committtee landscape 
award. 

"It's so nice when you give peo-
ple such pleasure," Johnson said. 

S A L O N 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

OF PLYMOUTH 
Here 's your chance to t ry a 
REALLY good hairstyl ist at a 
really GREAT pr ice! 

We re Sure You 'II Be Back 
Michae l Thayer has re turned, 
a n d to reaquaint you wi th h is 
ski l ls, we make these 

Limited Time Offers 
S H A M P O O • CUT • F INISH 

Lad ies Reg. $19 Q Q 

M e n s Reg $14 

PERM • CUT • FINISH 

Reg. 
$ 5 0 

CALL TODAY FOR APPT. 451-0855 

24.99 
S A L O N 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

SOe N. Mill • Old VII lag* 
PLYMOUTH 

A Children's 
Resale Boutique 
Dear\Parents: 

Has Your Child 
Ever Outgrown an 
Expensive Outfit 
-Having Worn It 

Only Once 
or Twice? 

[Why not let usj 
shelp you recoup' 
' s o m e of y o u r ] 
[clothing expenses? 

REALLY 
COUNTS 

W E P / t f 

For Your 
Children's Outgrown 

Clothing, 
Accessories & Toys! 

Call For Your 
Appointments Todayl 

Whatrvr-r ran«r« ymo'n- fftvinK hi 
now a goal lo mrmnr ywr grvmn <«> 
a lr*rl thai «il makr * prrmanrrn and 

dMrrrnir Kivr 5 hiwr* a 
wri'k and -S* iif your im omr I h. 
F» wants will makr YNU FR-H MW » WWWVT 

«rery day of your Mr. K«r m«»r.-
c a l 1-MFRSM.JVK S 

'e do our buying! 
| by appointment toi 
| give you individual] 
a t t e n t i o n , or w e j 
h a v e a h a n d y ) 

|drop-off service for] 
^working moms! 

Call Today 
4 S 3 - 4 S 1 1 

[Coventry 

Joy Rd. & Main St 
Canton 

"It's really selfish when you get 
right down to it." 

Local community leaders think 
selfless is a better word. 

"I wish I could.clone her a 
thousand times over for the town-
ship, said Clerk Loren Bennett. 

"She is truly an asset. There's a 
saying if you want something 
done give it to the busiest person, 
because they know how to get 
things done. She knows how to get 
other people involved, and she 
simply won't take "no" for an an-
swer. If she needs something, she 
walks into the office and she says 
I need this now, do it." 

She was nominated to the 
Winner's Circle by James Kos-
teva, former state representative 

from Canton. 
Supervisor Tom Yack said a 

"more deserving person could not 
have been found" to receive the 
award. 

"If we had 10 more Cathy John-
sons most of us would walk 
around tired from their ideas," 
Yack said. "She is probably the 
biggest Canton sales person we 
have, and she is always thinking 
of ways of improving the commu-
nity. She exemplifies pride in the 
community." 

Her husband, Ronald Johnson, 
who sometimes experiences the 
downside of her busy lifestyle, 
said: "There's not enough hours 
in the day for her to get every-
thing done." 

The Canton Community Foun-
dation has reached its goal to 
raise $100,000 in 100 days. 

One hundred community lead-
ers raised $104,172 during the 
first year of the fund-raiser. Three 
Canton residents, Canton Clerk 
Loren Bennett, Trustee Phil La-
Joy, owner of Norrell Temporary 
Services, and Canton resident 
Joan Noricks, chaired the com-

mittee. 
The program raised $99,422 

and an additional $4,750 was 
raised during a Close-Up fund-ra-
iser that was held during the 
same time period, according to 
foundat ion director William 
Joyner. 

Close-Up is a hands-on govern-
ment class that sends high school 
students to Washington. 

r - -s 2 4 HOURS 1 7 2 o* 
Canton (Dbseruer 

663670 
PuGW.ea ever, VonOay arxl Thursday deserve' 5, Eccentric* Newspapers. 36?S1 Scnodcraft. Uvoma. M-
48IS0 secono Class postage paiO at Iwonua V> 48!51 Address a« man isuCscrrction. cringe of aflOiess 
form 3569) lo P 0 Bo. 2428. Uvoma Ml 48iSi Tcleorvooe 591 0500 

HOME Of IIVERV SERVICE 
Newsstanc coc*-,5®! 
Came, momMy, $3.00 
Man ,ea"> 00 

A" a<Nertisirig puDiisned m tr>e Canton Otoserver is subject to tie conditions stated in tne appucaoie 'ale card, 
coi»es o' winch are availaoie Bom the advertising department.. Canton ODsemer Wing Sueei Plymouth, 
Ml 481 TO (313) 459 2700 The Camon 00se>ve« reserves tne right not to accept a»' advertise* s orde' 
Observer & Eccentric® ad takers nave no authority to Cund this newspaper and only pu»«aiion c4 an ad 
vert.semem snail constitute final acceptance o> tne advertiser s order 
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_ 4 5 9 - 2 0 6 6 
I Mom St at Ann Arbor Rd • PLYMOUTH 

BUY ONE ENTREE-GET 2nd ENTREE M OFF 
(of equal or lesser value - not good with any ott>er otter) 

Valid 3-11 PM • Excludes AH-You-Cao-Eat • Expires 1-4-93 

^H"MEMADE7PE"CIAIS!̂ "v" ̂ " p L p * N y , 
I m o h MeatDBits & Mos tacc ion I 

Tues Ch icken Po t Pie A s h to^Sae^r^Ful l^ tpn^Menu 

Ot1»r Expires 1-4-93 
w e d 
Thurs 
F r i . . . . 
Sa t . /Sun 

Yankee P o t Roast I 
i • Roast Pork Loin 

Roast s i r lo in o f Beef — 
REAL Tu rkey D inners • 

Sp&ctnls S&rvGCJ from 5pm 
SR. CITIZENS - 20% OFF 

3 PM - 5PM 
I 

Few gifts actually improve with age. 
Your bank sells one of them. 

You can count on one 

hand the gifts that actually 

get bet ter as they get older. 

There ' s only one. though, you 

can buy at your bank: a 

U.S. Savings Bond. 

The longer 

Savings Bonds are held. 

the more they're wor th . 

You buy Savings Bonds 

for half their face 

value. They earn 

competitive, market-

based interest — c o m p o u n d e d 

semiannually, when held for five years 

or more —with a guaranteed return. 

And they re absolutely safe. 

Savings Bonds are easy to buy, too. 

Order them at any full-

service bank, savings and 

loan or credit union, and 

ask for a gift cer t i f icate 

to give now. W h e n 

the pe rson 

receives the 

Bond in the 

mail, you and your 

gift will be 

r emembered for 

years to c o m e . 

Visit your bank for 

the gift that improves wi th age: 

a U.S. Savings Bond. For more 

information, write: Office of Public 

Affairs, U.S. Savings Bonds Division, 

Washington. DC 20226. 

Take 
Stock 
'"America 

SAVINGS 
[BONDS 

FURNITURE, INC. 

FURNITURE, INC 

V«!ar1 

1st- About Our 584 W. Ann Arbor Trail • Plymouth, MI 48170 • (313)4534700 Free delivery 

Lm/awaij Plan! Open Daily 9:30 - 6. Thurs. & Fri till 9. Sat. till 5:30 available! 
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POINTS OF VIEW 

Nature nuts are self-serving, greedy people 
Let ' s face it, most of what passes 

for environmental ism in subur-
ban Detroi t is nothing more 

than property values and greed. 
And the report ing of such issues is at 

best shallow. Sure, wp see a picture ot 
some tree hugger s tanding in front ot a 
wooded area screaming about some de-
veloper who is taking aim at the prop-
erty. 

But chances are that tree hugger 
lives in a $200,000 house adjacent to 
the wooded area and sees his or her 
property values going up, if a new sub-
division doesn ' t go in. 

T h a t ' s not usual ly reported. It s tire-

some. 
And then there ' s landscape racism. 

It 's always woods and wetlands tha t 
receive a t tent ion. T h a t ' s because few-
tend to appreciate the beauty ot a for-
mer farm field with its grasses, bushes 
and wildlife. 

T h e reason for th is is we've been 
beat over the head for too long by the 
granola-eating fanat ics from the Sierra 
Club and the Greenpeace save-the-ani-
mal -of-the-day types. 

But there is an ant idote to granola, 
i t 's a book by poet Gary Snyder, " T h e 
Practice of the Wild." 

While the fanat ics envison a world 
without people and berate us for our 
intrusion on nature, Snyder gently 
shows us how we could live at peace 
with the land. And that includes land 
tha t doesn ' t have trees, wetlands or a 
great view. 

Th i s isn ' t to say tha t Snyder is some 
sort of front for Dow Chemical. T h i s 
guv is a radical environmentalist , but 
he does it without the heavy doses of 
shri l lness that usually come from such 
folks.. 

Part of his gentleness comes Irom 
studying people who live in their envi-

JEFF COUNTS 

ronments. He has spen t much t ime 
studying native Americans , and ap-
proaches th is subject wi thout the 
cheap sent iment of feeling souy for 
these folks, which usual ly comes when 
our at tention is tu rned to American In-
dians. 

Instead of dwelling on the obvious 
ultra liberal t r ipe of how we displaced 

Ind ians , he looks to these people for 
me thods of living with the earth. 

One quote tha t j u m p s off the page is 
from a Crow elder who said: "You 
know, I th ink if people stay somewhere 
long enough — even white people — 
the spir i ts will begin to speak to them. 
I t ' s the power of the spir i ts coming u p 
from the land. The spir i ts and the old 
powers aren ' t lost, they ju s t need peo-
ple to be around long enough and the 
spir i ts will begin to influence them." 

T h e idea here is tha t all landscape 
can be impor tan t in our lives, not j u s t 
the Rockies and tha t all an imals can 
be significant in our lives, not jus t the 
whale. 

T h e quote is also a great ant idote to 
the idea tha t all land is real es ta te 
wai t ing to be developed or re-devel-
oped. And the idea in it can be appl ied 
to the city of Detroit where pheasan t s 

have been sighted near the eastern 
Market . 

The re is much talk about re-develop-
ing Detroit , which conjures up ideas in 
our minds of a building on each vacant 
lot. We're thinking real es ta te again. 

Re-development in older neighbor-
hoods could also mean na tu re pre-
serves, no not parks, preserves. Parks 
are mowed to death by workers and 
turned into baseball fields. 

As the Crow elder said, we should 
live in a place for a while and listen to 
the spiri t of the land. 

It would certainly be a welcome 
change. 

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer Newspapers 
and has been listening for the spirit of 
the land near the Jeffries Freeway. It s 
pretty hard to hear. 

New telephone technology rips off consumers 
Technology, I still insist, always 

costs more and frequently does a 
poorer job than the old ways. 

And when te lephones are in the act, 
get ready to be ripped off, gouged and 
skinned. 

Consider the promotion in one ol the 
daily papers — a telephone horoscope. 
For $1 a minute , you can get Joyce Ji l l-
son; for 95 cents a minute, Jeanne Dix-
on. 

To chat with a "live psychic/astrolo-
ger/reader," the price is a penny — tor 
the first minute . Then it becomes $2.99 
a minute. I don ' t know how many min-
utes they tie you u p because my relig-
ion frowns on astrology, but I suspect a 
believer's phone bill would be hefty. 

If you like comic9, you can order fac-
simile copies of Dick Tracy, Gasoline 
Alley and Archie for $2.50 a minute. 
Things are expensive by telephone. 

But for 25 to 50 cents, you get horo-
scopes, comics, the news, features, the 
wisdom of columnis ts , sports, display 
ads, classified ads and coupons by buy-
ing an entire newspaper. 

The press, though a 16th century in-
vention, is a whale of a lot more cost 
efficient than the touchtone telephone 
and fax. Smart people read. D u m b peo-
ple use the telephone. 

Are you a gambling person? Are you 
a gambling person who likes to throw 
money away? There ' s a telephone con-
test jus t for you. 

If you spell 30 or so words correctly, 
you win big money. It costs about $3 a 
minute , and the tiny words in the T V 
commercials say a typical call takes 
five minutes . Tha t ' s a $15 wager. 

The Michigan Lottery is not a par-
ticularly good deal, as wagers go. but 
the payback is something like 45 cents 
on the dollar. Or you can bet the hors-
es, where the payback is in the upper 
80s per dollar, and the ticket price is 
only $2. 

Those gambles are a lot sater t han a 
$15 telephone call where you don ' t 
know the odds, don' t have impartial 
judges and never learn who won. 

TIM RICHARD 

• The press, though a 16th 
century invention, is a 
whale of a lot more cost ef-
ficient than the touchtone 
telephone and fax. Smart 
people read. Dumb people 
use the telephone. 

So much for t h e extremely high cost 
of technology. W h a t abou t its fai lures? 

Believers in technology made fools of 
themselves on general election day. I've 
a l ready told you the story of the pr ima-
ry where Kalamazoo County held u p 
the ent i re s ta te because of a private 
contractor ' s computer glitches. 

Apparent ly th ings were even worse 
u p north on Nov. 3. George Weeks, my 
brother political columnis t a t T h e De-
troit News, tells the story of tha t sna fu : 

T h e s ta te House of Representa t ives 
is spli t 55-55 between the two part ies. 
In the 104th Distr ict , Democrat Geral-
d ine Greene lost her race by a scant 
261 votes a n d demanded a recount. 

" T h e problem is tha t there were so 
many fou lups in Grand Traverse Coun-
ty tha t two- th i rds of the votes could 
not be recounted . . . Par t of the prob-
lem is t h a t t h e voting machine compa-
ny j u s t 10 days before the election add-
ed an ' u p d a t e d ' computer chip to the 
mach ines t h a t on Election Day occa-
sionally pr in ted commands to which 
election workers were not t rained to re-
spond ." 

Candida te Greene likened it to "an 
out-of-body experience. As a friend 
said, if this had happened (overseas), 
they 'd send in United Na t ions troops 
to oversee the count ," Weeks wrote. 

Note well: Ballots could not be re-
counted. If they had used 1940s paper 
ballots, there would have been no prob-
lem. 

Not only do computers count votes 
slowly, they fail to count accurately, 
and you can' t get a recount . 

In my nightmares, Michigan Bell 
Te lephone Co. sells the s ta te on voting 
by telephone — you know, punch 1 or 2 
for president , 11 or 12 tor s ta te rep, etc. 
Bell refuses all recounts, c laiming it 's 
exempt from the Freedom of Intorma-
tion Act. 

And the staggering cost of all the 
calls ( the government m u s t pay for 
elections) bank rup t s the s ta te . 

Tim Richard reports regularly on the 
local implications of state and regional 
events. 

Largest Selection in Michigan 

'(ZfacA 
• s&y 

> / W J&R 
873-8300 642-3000 

Small-Business Start-up Kits 
Want to own a small business and don 't know where to begin? 

Information on marketing, financing, licensing, getting customers 
and making your business happen is now available as part ot a 
Kessler Exchange membership. Learn about the top ten small-busi-
ness opportunities for 1993 from a company that has been recog-
nized on NBC News, in The Wall Street Journal, and in Money 
magazine for its small-business expertise. Call The Kessler 
Exchange at 1-800-648-7888 for more information. 

The Kessler Exchange 
Smal l -Bus iness People Helping E a c h Other 0 € BS 1228 

% 
V » 

NOW 
OPEN 

SALVATION ARMY THRIFT STORE 
3 3 6 0 0 PLYMOUTH ROAD • LIVONIA 

(Just W. of Farmington Road) — • • • * 
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6:00; Closed Sun. l O i O 

" \ 

We have most of the 
things you need! 
• FURNITURE 
• APPLIANCES 
• CLOTHING 
• MISC. BRIC-A-BRAC 
• GOODIES FOR ALL 

S o f t e e Yarn 

J 4 6 
Reg 2.19 

3 oz. p remium 
acrylic. 30 colors. 

F o l k A r t P a i n t 

Reg 149 

100 colors. 

All P o s t e r 

124*36il F r a m e s 
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This is your truck.. Jor its service call 9 4 1 - 5 1 0 0 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Shop at These Locations and SAVE! 

Leewards 
Leewards 
Sayelle* 

All Christmas 
Stitchery Kits 

Reg. 1.39 

Current Price 

SAVE up to 50% 
off selected kits! 
Intermediate markdowns may 
have already been taken 

Monsanto cert i f icat ion mark 3.5 oz. solids, 3 oz. ombres 

All Baby Stitchery Kits 

3 3 % off 
All Instruction 
Books Over $2 

Reg 5 49-34 99 
Choose from over 100 designs 
Bibs, quilts, samplers and more Over 1000 titles' 

Assor t ed F a s h i o n Yarns 

s i 
Values to 
2.49 

Special purchase 

J a m i e Baby Yarn 

9 8 
Reg 159 

Over 30 colors 

P o l y m a r k 
F a b r i c P a i n t 

1 oz . easy to use 
squeeze bottle in 
60 colors 

— ALL CHRISTMAS 
POINSETT1AS • LIGHT SETS • BRASS HORNS 

There is no 
better time to own 
your own backyard. 

50-751 
PLUSH ANIMALS • GLASS ORNAMENTS • 

• TRANSFERS • ORNAMENTS • DRIED FOLIAGE • 
•BERRIES • PICKS • WICKER BASKETS • TINSEL • 

• LIGHTED BUILDINGS* UNFINISHED WOOD • 
• WRAP • BOWS • CANDLES • 

•CANDLE RINGS • GARLAND • WREATHS • TREES • 
o r i g i na l . PIASTER KITS • AND MORE! • 
*•***- M * |Hi«i»iiii h*. Smn no rawdwclM 

28982 Ford Rd., Garden City 
3518 S. Wayne Rd.. Wayne 
5600 Allen Rd.. Allen Park 
1456 Fort St., Lincoln Park 

27476 Schoolcraft, Livonia 
33800 Goodard. Romulus 
514 Main St., Belleville 
1960 E. Michigan, Ypsilanti 

-- L e e w a r d s O 

And the house that goes w i t h it. If you've been 
thinking a boot moving from your current residence 
to the house ol your dreams or from an apartment to 
a starter home, this is the time to do it. 

The selection is excellent (just check today s 
classified section) 

Those tow interest rates are still available 
There are many financing options. 
Purchasing a home has always been a wise 

decision, but current market conditions make it even 
more attractive 

In addition to that tow interest rate, which means 
you'll get more for your money, you'll find that 
mortgage lenders are offering a wide variety of 
financing options 

Thirty-year fixed mortgages are still available as 
well as many other financing alternatives 

First-time buyers are encouraged to purchase 
now through financing packages that aMow small 
down payments -

After all. purchasing a home is one ol the very 
best ways to buikJ a solid financial foundation 

A home not only provides you with warmth 
and comfort, it also serves as a secure 
investment 

Equity m your home may be used as 
collateral, providing you with additional financial 
security. 

An you can pen only deduct the interest you 
pay on your mortgage, you can also deduct your 
property taxes 

So why not go shopping for a shady back 

yard and the wonderful house that goes with W? 

O p e n M o n . - S a t . 9 : 3 0 - 9 . S u n d a y 11 -6 
IOAD oriTMF'sTFR Hill4- WARREN "»Q»' 

TAYLOR 

T H I S M E S S A G E B R O U G H T TO YOU BY 

©bseruer fa Iceentric 
C l A 3 S I M I D " A D V I I I I I I M G 


