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Toning up: While most of us are
probably making New Year’s reso-
lutions to knock off a couple of
pounds, the folks at Canton Town-
ship Hall are doing something
about it./3A

Metroparks: Higher entry fees for
visitors were approved recently by
the board of the Huron-Clinton
Metropolitan Authority. But along
with the higher fees come some
new additions./5A
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Year in review: A look back at the
top 10 sports stories in Observer-
land, the triumphs and tragedies,
top performances and
turnarounds./1B

Dance Ensemble: The Eisenhow-
er Dance Ensemble teams up with
Pick of the Crop Dance and Music
Ensemble in a joint concert of
dance in Oakland University’s
Varner Studio Theatre./4B

Customer focus: When a compa-
ny designs a 22,000-square-foot
display set for the auto show, it
has to walk a fine line between
highlighting the set and highlight-
ing the cars./8B

SUBURBAN LIFE

A look ahead: The new year is
close, and with it plenty of changes
— those we know about and those
that can be found among the stars
and planets, thanks to astrologer
Evelyn Button./1C

Looking ahead: Consider these
ways to sharpen your creativity in
1993./1D

Building scene . . 3D Real Estate . . D,E
Business . . . . . 8B Calendar. . . . 10A
Classifieds D-F Creative living . . 1D
Auto . . ... D,E Entertainment . 4-6B
Crossword . . . 6D Opinion 12A
Employment . . .E Sports . . . . . . 1B
Indéx . ;.. .- 5D Suburbanlife. . . 1C

Personal Scene . 7E

OUR PHONE NUMBERS

Newsroom: §58-2700

Newsroom Fax: §50-4224
Sports: 953-2104

Reader Comment Line: 953-2042
Classified Advertising: 5910900
Dispiay Advertising: 591-2300
Home Delivery: 591-0500
Cable/TV Weekly: 478-5160

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1992 « CANTON, MICHIGAN + 48 PAGES

Is this cluster’s last stand?

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

It's official.

Developers — at least for now —
can no longer build single-family or
site condominiums under Canton
Township’s cluster housing option.
At the recommendation of the Canton

Canton Township has banned developers from build-
ing single-family or site condominiums because of
concern about open space and how that plays with the
goal of having more expensive housing and larger lots.

Planning Commission, the township
board has deleted those items from
zoning ordinances.

“The cluster provision was viewed
as an option developers would use,
It’s our view it’s become the preferred
method of development,” said Tom
Yack, township supervisor.

But township officials say this isn’t
a moratorium on building because de-
velopers can still build platted single-
family subdivisions or site condomin-
iums. They just can’t be clusters.

Township officials also aren’t using
the word “temporary” for these
changes. But they are considered
short-term as the cluster option is
studied, as well as what officials want
for the future of residential develop-
ment in the.area.

“There's a pretty firm understand-
ing of what we want to do already,”
said Aaron Machnik, township mu-
nicipal services director. “We're tak-

Firry CenTS

ing bits and pieces from other com-
munities in the surrounding area,
We're taking what we like and dis-
carding what we don’t like.”

While deleting the cluster option
from zoning ordinances, township of-
ficials also added a provision prohi-
biting cluster single-family detached
or single-family site condominiums
in residential zones.

Township officials are concerned
about open space and how that plays
with the goal of having more expen-
sive housing and larger lots.

See CLUSTER, 2A
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An award-winning pair: Emily Pirronello and her skating partner, Brent Echols, 21, of Ro-
chester, practice a few weeks before they are scheduled for the United States Figure Skat-
ing Association’s national competition in Phoenix Jan. 7-14.

Pairs skaters have Olympic dreams

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Precision and intensity are what
vou see etched on Emily Pirronello’s
face as she glides across the ice.

“Someday I would like to make it
to the Olympics,” said the 13-year-
old Canton resident. “It’s basically
a dream. You just have to keep
working harder and harder.”

Pirronello and her partner, Brent
Echols, 21, of Rochester, recently
nabbed a second place in pairs skat-
ing at the Midwestern Sectionals in
Rockford, Ill. Before that, the pair
placed second overall and received
silver medals at the United States
Figure Skating Association’s region-
al competition in Fraser.

Last year, Pirronello and Echols
went to the national competition
and placed second overall at the
novice pairs level. Soon they will
head to Phoenix for this season’s
national competition, Jan. 7-14.

The pair skate to choreographed
routines based on chosen music,
which ranges from light-hearted to
dramatic. “They have an upbeat
style, an exciting style,” said Carol
Germain, public relations chair-
woman of the Garden City Figure
Skating Club, of which Pirronello is
a member.

Maintaining the skill and the
competitive edge is no easy task. In
addition to school at Lowell Middle
School and life in general, Pirronello
has to practice and keep practicing.
It's just a part of her life; a large
part.

“It doesn't r=ally bother me,” Pir-
ronello said of the things she often
doesn’t have time for in her teenage
life, such as hanging out with
friends.

See SKATERS , 4A

Mayflower Hotel goes into receivership

By KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The Mayflower Hotel’s owners now
have a deadline to pay off creditors, or
lose the landmark Plymouth hotel.

By an agreement between the May-
flower owners and the hotel mortgage
holder, the hotel is now in receiver-
ship. The owners — Creon Smith and
two sons of hotel founder Ralph
Lorenz — have six months to pay $1.5
million in debts, or likely lose the
property to the mortgage holder, Heri-
tage Federal Savings Bank. !

Still, general manager Randall
Lorenz said Tuesday, ‘‘We're ex-
tremely confident” that the needed
capital can be raised.

Following the creation of the
receivership approved by Wayne

B Co-owner Randall Lorenz stressed that the hotel
and restaurants will remain open. The Round Table
Club and Mayflower Meeting House, under a differ-
ent company, are totally unaffected. The hotel has
six months to solve its financial problems.

County circuit Judge Paul Teranes
Dec. 21, longtime hotel co-manager
Smith resigned Dec. 23.

That surprised some members of
the community, as Smith has been
long associated with management of
the hotel, and could be spotted nearly
any day on the property tending to
some detail of the Mayflower’s opera-
tion,

In a statement explaining the turn
of events, Lorenz wrote, “Don’t give
up the ship!”

“My orders come from a man who
loved the Plymouth community and
Mayflower equally. That man was
Ralph Lorenz.

“With that in mind, I have as-
sumed the title of general manager,
while Creon's full-time responsibili-

ties will be exerted to raise venture
capital . . . .-Creon has long been
considered family.”

Smith could not be reached for
comment on the change.

Lorenz said that the three co-own-
ers of the hotel — himself, brother
Scott Lorenz and Smith — “have the
exclusive right to redeem the hotel
from the receiver.”

“We will leave no stone unturned
in our endeavor. Our mission can be
accomplished in less than six
months.”

Lornez stressed that the hotel and
restaurants will remain open. The
Round Table Club and Mayflower
Meeting House, under a different

See MAYFLOWER, 2A

By KEVIN BROWN
STarF WRITER

film.

Moviegoers are having an encounter with Jim-
my Hoffa, whose story is the subject of a popular

But one Plymouth man can recall the time he

Author recalls Hoffa encounter

Bologna first met Hoffa while doing an audit
of the union local's books.

called.-

“He was running from the first floor to the
second, taking two steps at a time,”’ Bologna re-

“l was coming down the stairs, and he was

bumped into the former Teamsters union leader
— literally.

Jack Bologna of Plymouth, as a then investi-
gator with the U.8. Department of Justice, drew
the job of doing an audit of Hoffa’s union local
in Detroit in 1961.

“He was a rather power-driven man, he wasn't
necessarily motivated by a need for money or
wealth, he felt he was doing a great service for
his members,” Bologna said.

Bologna, a professor at Sienna Heights Col-
lege in Adrian and owner of Computer Protec-
tion Services in Plymouth, has just completed
his sixth and seventh textbooks for accountants
on the topic of corporate fraud.

talking to somebody behind him, and there was
a collision,” Bologna said.

“The problem was to gain national power he
made his own deal with the devil so to speak
(with organized crime), and that wasn’t above
him.”

During the investigation, Bologna recalled,
the Teamsters “hired private eyes to follow us to
lunch every day. They were trying to get almost
anything that could have been used against po-
tential witnesses against him,” he said.

Bologna recalled Hoffa as being cocky, and
not impressed with “dumb cops.”

See BOOKS, 2A
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Landscaping township hall

SHARON LEMIEUX/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tree plantings: John Lane (left) and Aldolfo Ochoa of
Bedard Shade Tree Co., New Hudson, plant trees
along the boulevard off Canton Center Road leading
to the Canton administrative offices. Locust trees
were removed and replanted in Heritage Park to make
way for new trees. “We picked up the library’s theme
of trees on both sides of the road,” township supervi-
sor Tom Yack said. “We're trying to bring the town-
ship property to the same level as the development
occurring around us.” Money for plantings came from
the township beautification budget.

Mr. Tile%

Michigan's Largest
Selection * Do-it-Yourself
Headquarters

& Gl od 86 %
Qu;zrry Tile‘i

from 47c each

Genuine, Multi Color

Slate $ 1 9105 .
Floor Lo
Tile Random Pattern

Great For Foyers

o Hartco ‘i
‘ Tongue & grogée. urethane finish.

G - -'::!.;
CHILDREYN'S ORC

HARD

() Children's
Resale Boutique &

Has Your Child

Expensive Outfit

-Having Worn It
Only Once

or Twice?

Children’s Outgrown

Clothing,
Accessories & Toys!
Ceramic Floor & Wall Call For Your
] %f:aic many‘ Appointments Today! &
L
“ | trom ¢ t

Armstrong, Tarkett,
Congoleum, Mannington

-4 Linoleum
won ¥3%0 32
Get your best price...
then call Mr. Tile

Mr. Tile Co.

Man'ower from page 1A

company, “are totally unaffect-
ed,” he said.

Lorenz declined to detail how
Smith would seek to raise money
to get the hotel out of receiver-
ship. Yet, he said private inves-
tors would be sought, adding that
raising stock was “a possibility.”

“It’s going to be a full-time task
for someone to raise the venture
-apital,”” Lorenz continued, on
Smith’s departure from the cq-
general manager job.

“I'll do the best I can to take
over his (Smith's) responsibilities
and bring on whatever assistance
is needed to help fill his shoes in

the interim,” Lorenz said.

The change in the hotel’s sta-
tus, from being under Chapter 11
bankruptcy to receivership, will
not cause layoffs “or changes to
the existing pay scale or benefits”
of employees, Lorenz said.

Might the hotel owners seek
investors from out-state? “We
have a strong following and group
of friends right here,” Lorenz re-
sponded.

The receiver now running the
hotel is Ron Wilson, of Hotel
Management Services of Bloom-
field Hills.

CIUSter from page 1A

While some of the cluster de-
velopments have been considered
good, others, according to town-
ship officials, have not.

“These efforts have been
rewarded in numerous instances;

‘many of the newer subdivisions

offer high-quality, spacious
homes on larger lots. However,
not all of the new development
projects meet the township’s
standards for quality living
space,” according to a township
report.

The cluster option was intend-
ed to allow developers creativity
with their projects on land that
boasted wooded areas, creeks,
creek beds and flood plains, for
example.

Instead of cutting down wooded
areas, developers could preserve
those areas and build a certain
density — that would have other-
wise gone in the wooded area —
on the rest of their development.
While it called for increased den-
sity, the cluster option also al-
lowed protection of open space.

As development hit the town-
ship in a big way, however, more
and more developers were taking
the option when there were no
natural amenities to protect, offi-
cials said.

Developer Richard Lewiston
told trustees that the new 106-
acre, 180-house project, Royal
Pointe, bounded by Hanford,
Warren and Beck, would meet the
intention of the cluster option.

“I think it will be what the or-
dinance intended it to be,” Lewis-
ton added.

B ‘The cluster provi-
sion was viewed as an
option developers
would use.’

Tom Yack

township supervisor

Yack said the township has no

. legal leg to stand on to deter de-

velopers’ plans because the prob-
lem is in the language of the clus-

ter opfion, which is something ~

that will be studied.

“If for some reason we find we
have a complex issue, we would
hire a consultant,”” Machnik said.

Examples of cluster option de-
velopments in Canton are plenty,
including Glengarry 1, 2, and 3,
along Canton Center Road. Fox
Run along Beck Road is another.
Of 35 new and proposed residen-
tial developments, 13 fall into the
cluster option.

With cluster site condomini-
ums, development moves faster
because there is no need to plat a
subdivision. That means develop-
ers don’t need to appear before
the planning commission more
than once before approval of the
site plan. Township officials ad-
mit they would like more than the
one review.

There's also some concern that
potential buyers of site condo-
miniums aren’t too sure about
what they are getting into and
what portion of the property they
do and don’t own, planning offi-
cials said.

Newsstand
Camer
Mas

Al advertising pubiished

@anton Mbserver

663-670
Published every Monday and Thursday by Doserver & Eccentric® Newspapers. 3 M
48150 second class postage pasd at Lvona, Mi 48151 A b mas | sul 58

Form 3569} to P.0. Box 2428, Livoma. MI 48151 Tesephone 58
HOME DELIVERY SERVIC

r the Canton Dbserver i subyect 10 1he ©
copees Of whch are avaiable from the advertising department
Wi 28170 (313) 4592700 The Canton Qbserver reserves (ne ngnt e
Ovserver & Eccentno® ad-takers have no authonty to bind this newspaper and ool publscation of an ac
vertisement shall constitute final acceptance of the advertiser s order

/~ Introducing "\
SAF-T MAIL BOX®

America's safest, most
durable mailbox

We do the whole 1|<>b installation
and all. We specialize in vandal
resistant 1/4" steel Mail Boxes.
Call today for a free color

catalogue, estimates, and
d‘egai',s. Also makes a wonderful
gift.

CAN
MAILBOX CO.

\_ 344-2850 /

d COLLECTARLE 00US
grm CHILDREN'S BOUTIOUE
per ‘
s

Year End Sale

+AH  50% OFF

Your Children's Toral Specialry Svore

Clovhing, Gifrs, Dolls, Beans,
and Accessories

50'5. Man (csow tow e pont) $99-3410

Open 10-5J0M. 1. W F. & 10900 TH

One of the most
complete selections of
collector’'s

dolls & bears

Where all the important names are
represented

Select items on Sale

Pied Piper of
Plymouth

350 S. Main Plymouth

459-3410

DICK'S

UPHOLSTERY

COVERS

For Your Favorite
Sofa or Chair

Extensive Fabric Selection
for Slipcovers or Reupholstering

up 10

12-5:00 SUN.

“Our mission is to take control;
we want to continue on with the
fine tradition the Lorenz family
has done for the community,”
Wilson said. “They have done an
excellent job providing service to
the clientele."

The action of putting the hotel
into receivership culminates &
difficult year for the Mayflower
Hotel, at Ann Arbor Trail and
Main Street.

The hotel owners filed under
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in Janu-
ary and long time owner Ralph
Lorenz died Nov. 2.

He sold the hotel to his twod
sons and Smith in the mid-1980s.

Carpet store
to be built
on Ford Rd.

New York Carpet World
is coming to Canton.

A 43,000-square-foot cen-
ter on Ford Road west of
Builder’'s Square has been
approved by the Canton
Board of Trustees.

About 10,000 square feet
of the center will be leased
by New York Carpet World
and the remaining lease
space will be available to a
variety of commercial opera-
tions.

The center will be devel-
oped on 2.8 acres of land.
The project applicant, Car-
men Naccaratto, said the
building design will tie into
the architectural look of
Builder's Square and Olive
Garden restaurant.

Construction is likely to
begin in spring 1993 with
the center opening some-
time next year.

Books

from page 1A

The auditors found that eight
or 10 of Hoffa's underlings had
ambezzled union funds, and they
were indicted — but not Hoffa.

Bologna's work as an auditor-
investigator with the justice de-
partment and Internal Revenue
Service, and his work with hig
present company provided somg

of the background for his text-

books.

The most recent are

seph Wells.

Employees are moved to com- |
mit corporate fraud for four basi¢ |

reasons: economics, greed or need;
deology, trying to get even or get
~hat they feel they deserve; ego,
“They’re out to prove to the world
‘hey're smart people”’; or by com-
nulsion or obsession.

Many companies, Bologna said,
‘are not doing enough in terms of
rightening internal controls."”

No one employee, for example,
should be allowed to control both
accounting records and company

“unds, “You're headed for trows .

sle,” he said.

At least two or three of Bolo-
ma’s textbooks can be found in
sollege libraries throughout the
itate.

He's currently negotiating with
1is publisher on the printing of a
rompleted eighth book on infor-
nation technologies.

Bologna recalled one weekend
n the mid-80s when he knocked
»ff a spy novel, which pits fac-
:ions of the CIA against one an-
sther. It hasn't been published.

“I would like to at some point
-e-do that spy book,” he said.
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Firefighters, other employees jump into fitness

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAry WRITER

It happens to everyone. You
start out fit and trim. And then
you get comfortable.

“The fire service has always
been physically fit oriented,”
said Canton Fire Chief Mike
Rorabacher. “But we're probably
the most fit when we come on the
job. As time goes on, we're less
<]

That’s one of the reasons a
handful of the firefighters got to-
gether, formed a committee, and
are now enouraging physical fit-
ness among the ranks.

Besides improving employees’
general well-being, fitness among
firefighters and other township
employees is expected to reduce
on-the-job injuries, sick time,
and other employee costs.

“The feeling is that while
there’s no direct relationship,
our feeling is that by doing these
things with a fairly young work
force, it will in the long run re-
duce sickness and . insurance
costs of employees and will cost
taxpayers less,” said Dan Du-
rack, director of township ad-

Toning up:

ministrative services.

The fire department commit-
tee is developing a health-related
program that is expected to in-
volve providing articles about
health and fitness, a speakers
bureau to inform firefighters and

a couple new treadmills — free
weights are already in place at
one of the two stations — for a
workout.

Treadmills are considered the
best equipment because fire-
fighters who use it will receive an
aerobic workout that’s good for
the entire body, including the
cardiovascular system. Tread-
mills. are believed to increase a
person’s stamina and endurance,
Rorabacher said.

“A lot of firefighters' injuries
are strains and sprains,” Rora-
bacher said.

Surveys show that there are
more than 40,000 firefighter inju-
ries nationwide annually. About
40 percent of that are sprains
and strains.

It’s also believed that healthi-
er people suffer less from physi-
cal and mental exhaustion. And
there’s no doubt firefighting can

be exhausting. Pulling a 200
pound fire hose — without water
— i8 no easy task.

“Qur objective here is pretty
simple and selfish. We want peo-
ple to be in better shape and so
the department runs smoothly,”
said Rorabacher, who says he’s
betting sick time and injuries
will be reduced.

There’s plans for more equip-
ment if money is available.
Meanwhile, the use of the tread-
mills will be evaluated. “We'll
see how often they are used. If
there is a big demand, we could
justify getting more,” Rorabach-
er said.

Physical fitness isn't just a fire
department effort. Other town-
ship employees are into it as
well. A weight loss program that
involves employees forming com-
petitive teams has been in place,
as well as walking programs.
Employees are not allowed to
smoke in public buildings or in
township vehicles.

Township officials are now ap-
plying for a grant to conduct a
health initiative wellness pro-
gram that will include health

risk appraisals for employees.
Through such a program, em-
ployees can identify their health
risks and do something about it,
said Dave Medley, township per-
sonnel analyst.

“It would be nice if these
things reduced insurance costs. I
think you could see some posi-
tive effects in the long range.
There could be a reduction of
work-related injuries, sick time
and use of the employee assist-
ance plans,” Medley said.

A program is expected to be in
place by May 1993 that will in-
volve health and fitness, weight
loss and health risk appraisals.
Though programs are volunteer,
incentives will be provided, Med-
ley said.

The fire department commit-
tee is also considering incen-
tives, such as a free workout uni-
form or gym bag if firefighters
perform at a certain fitness level.

The committee is also explor-
ing the idea of making physical
fitness a part of the department’s
continuing training program.

“We're hoping to reach a ma-
5c g8 . S0 S e PR

STAFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX
Running for life: Canton firefighter Ken Arble works
out on one of the department’s two new treadmills.
The equipment was bought as part of an effort to
improve health and fitness among firefighters.
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Where Good ideas Come to Light

Bioomfield Nowvi Rochester
6580 Telegraph at 43319 Grand River 200 E. Second S
Mapie Rd. One M. W. of Movi Rd E. of Main St
626-1348 344-0260 651-4302

Bowl bound: Heidi Nurnberger, left, and Melissa Davis, right, wave as they depart
for the Fiesta Bowl along with the Centennial Education Park Marching Band.
The band will perform during half-time at the bowl game to be played on Thurs-

day in Arizona.

By M.B. DILLON
STary WRITER

To fence or not to fence, that is
‘the question. Two citizens' groups
age at odds over whether a 4-foot
¢Hain link fence should be put up
to protect Miller Woods, a climax
maple and beech forest in western
Plymouth Township.

Emily Kemnitz described Mil-
ler Woods as a very special forest
that exists in much the same con-
dition it did before people settled
here. ‘

“It’s an outdoor laboratory. It's
very valuable, and it's bein»g

abused. People who watch over it
feel the abuse is more frequent,
she said.

People illegally walk their dogs
*in the woods, and the concentra-
tion of feces and urine harms the

wildflowers along the wood-chip
trail, Kemnitz said. Also doing
damage are off-road vehicles,

Citizens groups debating
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fence for Miller Woods

bikes and loose dogs, she added.

Kemnitz said the Friends of
Miller Woods are elated the
Kiwanis Club offered to build a
fence. Fences have proven effec-
tive in other communities with
prized forests.

“We've researched it to see
what can be done, and we found a
fence helps a great deal,” she said.

Barbara Korte said the deed re-
strictions in the surrounding
neighborhoods bar fences. “To
put a chain link fence up around
the woods seems incongruous,”
said Korte, who would support a
more aesthetically pleasing fence.
“Also, the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act requires a gate large
enough for a wheelchair. So I'm
not sure a fence would curtail the
bikes and off-road vehicles.”

A fence would limit police and
fire access as well, she said.

Korte said 128 neighbors have
expressed their opposition to the
idea. They favor a three-foot post-
and-rail fence. That would set
aside the area as a special place
and it wouldn’t be quite as obtru-
sive.” -

While Korte and Kemnitz agree
the community should accept De-
troit Edison’s offer to use for
parking a lot it owns just east of
the woods, they disagree on the ef-
fectiveness of a post-and-rail
fence. “We don't feel it would stop
dogs; we don’t feel it would stop
very much,” said Kemnitz,

Kemnitz added that the chain-
link fence has received fire de-
partment approval. “Keys for the
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awful lot of roots that keep wheel-
chairs from going along the path,
. anyway,” Kemnitz said.
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Intruder’s

footsteps

‘waken light sleeper

A Charterhouse resident had a
rude awakening last week.

A 30-year-old woman told po-
lice she was awakened by
footsteps that were making their
way through the house. She as-
sumed the noise was coming from
an aunt who was spending the
night.

She learned differently when
her bedroom door was pushed
open and an unidentified man lit
a lighter.

Apparently, he saw the woman
and her husband lying in bed and
he ran from the house. Police sus-
pect the man got in through a
back doorwall. Nothing was re-
ported missing and no one was in-
jured.

Woman approached

A man described as between 30
and 35 years old approached a
woman at Ford and Lilley roads
in his 1986 two-door brown Chev-
rolet. The man reportedly pulled
himself halfway out of the car and
exposed himself. Getting back
into the car again he tried follow-
ing her until she made a U-turn

and lost him in traffic.

Larcenies reported

This past week has been a busy
one in the Canton police depart-
ment. Earlier this month, police
reported that larcenies were up.

¢ And the trend continued last

AV ETRECEREETY oL
.\

- week.

B CRIME

A Ford Road man told police he
believed that some of his tools
were stolen by a man he hired to
make home improvements. Last
Monday the man reported a $400
transmission; $40 worth of wire
and a $150 air arc stolen.

Another larceny was reported
the same day at Brookpark. The
victim said a grille to a 1993 GMC
Jimmy truck, valued by the owner
at $400, was stolen.

A Sherwood homeowner report-
ed three guns and a diamond ring
stolen from his house. The stolen
goods reportedly included a .22-
caliber gun, valued at $125; a 12-
gauge gun, valued at $200; and a
$1,500 diamond ring.

A Nector resident told police a
stereo cassette deck valued at
$280, speakers valued at $280,
and a CB radio valued at $100,
were stolen.

Break-in

A breaking and entering case
was reported at Sunlight Market
on Canton Center last week.

Police found the front door of
the business smashed. The cash
register and $50 cash were report-
ed stolen. The broken window was
valued at $300.

Still sought: Plymouth
Township police are still
seeking information lead-
ing to the capture of a man
depicted in this composite
drawing, who is suspected
of abducting and raping a
16-year-old high school
student Dec. 9. The inci-
dent occurred at about 6:45
a.m., when she was abduct-
ed along Ann Arbor Trail

-| just west of I-275.

.

SKaters froriia_ge 1A

The hard work and the accom-
panying pain also don’t bother
her. “It’s like anything else. You
go along with it,"” said the eighth
grader.

Pirronello is one of 127 skaters
in the skating club. And she's
one of those skaters other skat-
ers and enthusiasts have their
eyes on for even better things to
come.

During 8 moment’s interrup-
tion in her skating while talking
to the Observer, Pirronello’s
coach made it clear time was
wasting on her practice session
for upcoming testing.

“I'm sorry, she’s got to prac-
tice now. This is important,”
said coach Sandy Donegan.

Back on the ice, Pirronello was
doing what other skaters were
doing — going round and round
an initial circle on the ice. Preci-
sion is the goal. Any mark out-
side the initial circle means
points dropped in testing, Ger-
main said.

Right now, skating is Pirronel-
lo’s life, as is practice. She
skates both singles and pairs.
The pairs skating alone involves
three to five hours a day of prac-
tice.

“It’s fun. If it wasn't fun, I
wouldn’t be doing it,” Pirronello
said matter-of-factly.

Described as shy, Pirronello is
also described as intense, partic-
ularly when it comes to skating.
But Germain said she has to be.
“There comes a point where you
have to get into with your life,”
she said. “You don’t get excep-
tions from the rules.”

That's what Pirronello’s life is
about.

As she remembers, Pirronello
started skating when she was
about three years old and began
competing locally by the time
she was five. “My (younger) sis-
ter also skates. My parents made
a rink in our back yard. I liked it,
so | wanted some skates,” she
said.

Her partner, Brent Echols, be-
gan about the same age. And
about 1% years ago, the two be-
gan skating in pairs. “One of the
judges said I had talent and that
I should skate pairs. The coach
picked Emily.”

Not only are there years of dif-
ference between Pirronello and
her partner, but inches in height
as well. “The choreography has
to be such that the height differ-
ence doesn't have to show.
That's difficult sometimes,”
EL’hUl: Sﬂid.

That height difference also
means quite a fall — when
Echols swings ber up and above
his shoulders — on the ice. “It’s
scary for her. Trust is the biggest
aspect of pair skating,” Echols
said.

Bruises, sore muscles and
blisters are just part of skating.
“If you didn’t love it, you

couldn’t do it,” Germain said.

Dreams of the Olympics are
also a part of Pirronello’s life.
She admires the Russian skaters
the most, though “I really don’t
have a favorite.”

Germain said she believes Pir-
ronello and Echols have a good
chance for the Olympics in pairs
skating, which is what Pirronello
prefers. “I like it better because I
have someone else to talk to.”

Onice: Emily Pirronello, 13, of Canton practices at
the Garden City Figure Skating Club for upcoming
testing. Skating in the Olympics is her dream.

STaFF PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

Leaders will meet Geake backs veto
on shared services of retirement bill

The heads of five local com-
munities met for a second time
last week to talk about shared
government services — and
agreed to meet again on Jan. 8.

At the meeting were Plymouth
mayor Robert Jones, Plymouth
Township supervisor Kathleen
Keen-McCarthy, Canton supervi-
sor Tom Yack, Northville mayor
Chris Johnson and Northville
Township supervisor Karen Baja.

At a Dec. 22 meeting, the group
R e e e = R S s =S
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Detroit, MI 48213-6686
Phone: (313) 922-3311

Wayne County

Community College

Register for the
Spring 1993 Semester

January 6 through 14, 1993

At any of these locations:

21000 Northline Road
Taylor, MI 48180-9986

Phone: (313) 374-2700

Eastern Campus

Mondays - Thursdays: 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday (January 8): 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Saturday (January 9): 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Use our FREE campus-to-campus shuttle service
0 help you Get to Class

1001 W. Fort Street
Detroit, MI 48226-9975
Phone: (313) 496-2758

Northwest Campus

8551 Greenfield Road
Detroit, MI 48228-9987
Phone: (313) 9434000

created sub-committees to dis-
cuss issues related to merging ser-
vices. The sub-committees in-
clude finance, governance, per-
sonnel, and administration.

Officials in some communities
are seeking merging of fire depart-
ments, among other services.

Sen. Bob Geake, R-Northville,
was one of several Republican
senators who signed a letter to
Gov. John Engler urging him to
veto HB 4975, which would make
legislators eligible for retirment
benefits earlier than the current
50 year age requirement.

“There were some good aspects
to the proposed changes for the

retirement system,” Geake said.
“However, the change in eligibili-
ty requirements went too far. I
think the public made their views
very clear on the matter as well.
The governor is doing the right
thing for the people of our state.”

Legislators currently contribute
9 percent of their salary to the re-
tirement fund.

Don't get picked up
after a holiday party:

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE
BOTSFORD GENERAL HOSPITAL
BOTSFORD CONTINUING HEALTH CENTER
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Fee increases to help fund
Metroparks improvements

By TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Metroparks visitors will see a
new wildfowlers’ museum at Lake
Erie, more work on a dairy farm at
Wolcott Mill and an inpark road
to the Stony Creek nature center.

They are part of a 1993 general
fund budget of $32.6 million ap-
proved recently by the board of
the HuronClinton Metropolitan
Authority.

Entry fees will rise for the first
time since 1986, “reflecting the
increasing costs of maintaining,
operating and improving the 13

metroparks,” said director Wil-
liam P. Sherman. (See related
story.)

They reflect a trend to relying
less on property tax revenues
(55.2 percent in ‘93 versus 56.6
percent in "92) and more on opera-
ting revenues (26.3 percent in '93

How fees
will change

Metroparks visitors will get free
admission Tuesdays in 1993 and
pay varying fees other days.

“The wvariable fees are an at-
tempt to encourage use of the
parks throughout the week and to
hold down costs for people on lim-
ited incomes,” said William P.
Sherman, director of the 13-park
system.

On balance, the fee increases
will add $500,000 in revenue,
boosting budgeted operating reve-
nue to $8.5 million, said control-
ler David L. Wahl.

Here is how fees will change:

B Annual vehicle fees for most
people will rise to $15 from the
$10 fee set in 1986.

B Senior citizens' annual stickers
will go to $8 form the current 35.
B Annual permits will have
coupons on the back for free
rounds of par3 golf, crosscountry
ski equipment or pool entry.

B Annual boat launch fees will go
to $18 (from $13) general; for sen-
ior citizens, to $9 (from $6).

Daily fees will rise for the first
time since 1979. Major changes:

B Tuesdays are free.

B Weekend and holiday rates will
rise to $3 (from $2). Weekday fee
remains at $2.
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CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE
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ANYTIME

D&G HEATING & COOLING
K19140 Farmington Road * Lwon)aJ

20/20

20% OFF ALL ITEMS
20 OR LESS

*Perfect for kids with Holiday Money
3047 W. 12 Mile + Berkley

M-Sat. 10-5:30; Fri. 10-8 543-3115

versus 25.1 percent in '92).

Visitors to the favorite area
parks like Kensington, near
Brighton, and Stony Creek, near
Rochester, may not notice major
maintenance items in these older
spots. Lake Erie — one of the
newest, located at the mouth of
the Huron River — will get sever-
al improvements.

A major program improvement
will be the addition of a third
Voyageur canoe, a 34-foot craft
carrying 22 people. Stony Creek,
Metro Beach and Oakwceods will
each have one of the popular
canoes used in the 17th and 18th
centuries by French fur traders.

5 counties served

HCMA, which completed its
50th 'anniversary, serves the five
counties of Wayne, Oakland, Ma-

SLM

STAIRCUMBER PLU§

As seen on TV! Lightweight
ortable stepper,

:g?ugtable rension, includes

video and body cord

comb, Livingston and Wash-
tenaw.

Property owners pay a voted
0.23 mill tax. Cost to the owner of
a $100,000 house, assessed at
half, is $11.52 a year; for a
$150,000 house, $17.27 a year.

HCMA operates 13 metroparks
covering 24,000 acres, or just un-
der 2,000 acres per park. All are
on or near the Huron and Clinton
rivers, which start in northern
Oakland County and roughly en-
circle the region. Sherman said
park visits totaled 9 million last
year.

Property tax revenue will be al-
most flat at nearly $18 million be-
cause of a stateordered freeze in
1992 assessments.

Parks are mostly for day use —

See METROPARKS, 7A
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1 96 SPECIAL SPECIAL
i PURCHASE PURCHASE
HIND 1 98
MEN'S
\FITNESS
TIGHTS
o Lige BARYSHNIK
et * EILANIKAF* PRINT
with iashc AND BIKE TIGHTS AEROBICWEAR
lwaist, Choose from a Choose from print
|drawstring and selection of bra tops leotards, bra tops,
§analr\:‘es i g:r and matching bike bike tights and navy
lnia;“cg e length tights in ankle tights, unitards
:\ssgf'eﬂ several foral prints and floral cover up tees.
colors, sizes Sizes S-L. w‘f—) Sizes S-L.
IS-XL Compare at ' Compare at $20.00-$35.00
- $20.00-525.00 ; o
¥ 77 2

WARM-UPS

| b * = -"‘ -
| 1270 MEN'S FITNESS SHOES..$59

a selection of men's
warm-ups in assorted
styles and colors.

997 - 997

Originally $49.96 - 69.96

54%

AUTHORITY

FIRST OF THE YEAR FITNESS SA VIGS!

599*

\\ DP 1’REA[M|L|.l
Multipte readout display tor 5 vita

/2 HP DC motor. 0-8
tuncuonsi;P;?w 5 incline. deluxe

cushioned deck for low impact
W

putterfly, leg extens!
and preacher curl,
seated leg press

includes vertical bench press.

nd curl bars, ankie
m abdominal crunch
Straps aCcessones.
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DELUXE STEPPER
Heavy duty steel frame,
adjustable tension
hydraulic gas assisted
shocks, and full
electronic console,
water bottie included

AIRMAX PRO SE BIKE

Triple action aerobic design, dual action

T

andlebars. digital, easy to read monitor scans

Choose from

6°19*
THE SPORTS
AUTHORITY
MEN'S WORKOUT WEAR
Choose from a selection of string

tank tops, rag tops. shorts and pants
in solids and prints

time, speed, distance and calones.

CSA
SIDE RAIL SKIER

tracks with padded siderails, pulley belt drive
system, S function computer

S level ncline system. adjustable hesght, alumsnum

Ll AVIA 1270 WUG LADIES AEROBIC SHOES e s
| o B coonanng win watomea E’ 4Ly, -
-_ . A support _ ~ s

custuonng, full

| Londed guantites on aF SPB0E purchase
|

ASICS GT QUICK
LOW MEN'S CROSSTRAINERS
Asics Gel m forefoot of midsole for

internal molded

EVA mudsote.
hee! counter

We re so sure ™hal our
EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
are even lower than our
ompetlors “Sale” pnces
we il meet any prce on any
n-stock fem’

7 steel square tube construction, adustable inchne
and leg il heavy duty padding. Compare at 199.00

WEIDER CLIMBMASTER
Full range handiebar and step action, exira wide
footplates, S-function eye level position electronics

CLIMBMASTER

Adjustable height from 610 and portable
with skod resistant surtace Free video ncluded.

ReEBOK STEP “THE oEr” 24

SUPERMATS
WATERFORD LIVONIA
277 Summit Or Ptymouth Road
(in Summit Crossings) (west of Middiebeit)
738-5020 522-2750
MADISON HEIGHTS CLINTON TOWNSHIP 5
John R Rd Gratiot Avenye and Quann
south of 14 mie Ra (14 12 Wiie Road)
CRL 2 Mo AUTHORI







