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Trick or treat

Do you have your
home decorated for
Halloween? The Can-
ton Observer would
like to hear about it.

Please submit pic-
tures of your decora-
tions, along with a
little bit of information
about how long you've
been decorating,
whatever the “theme”
might be and other
Halloween traditions
observed in your home.

Email the photos.
as JPEG attachments
to Canton Observer
Editor Brad Kadrich at
bkadrich@hometown-
Jife.com, making sure
to include your family’s
name, address (not for
publication), the names
of anyone who might
be in the picture and
a phone number (also
not for publication) we
can call if we have any
questions.

Goodfellow
help

Friendly adult Canton
residents are needed
for morning and after-
noon shifts Saturday,
Dec. 1, to distribute, for
donations, the Can-
ton Goodfellows “No
Canton Child Without a
Christmas” newspapers
at locally secured busi-
nesses.

Additional volunteer
opportunities may be
available that day.

For more informa-
tion or to sign up,
email Paula Kosbe at
paula kosbe@canton-
mi.org.

Voter guides

The League of Wom-
en Voters of North-
west Wayne County is
providing voters several
opportunities to learn
about their candidates
in advance of election
day Nov. 6:

* Videos of the can-
didate forums for the
11th District Congres-
sional race, held Oct.

1, and for the election
of the 20th and 21st
District state represen-
tatives held Sept. 24,
can be accessed on the
League’s website at
Www.lwynww.org.
 Non-partisan voter
guides are now avail-
able in all of the public
libraries. Local candl»
dates are
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Ford fix could disrupt business

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Despite a persistent push by
Canton for a solution to Ford
Road traffic woes, local officials
say any fix chosen by the Mich-
igan Department of Transporta-
tion is certain to disrupt the com-
munity’s core shopping district.

Elected leaders and business
representatives only hope to
soften the blow as much as pos-
sible so that patrons continue

to spend money at retail shops,
restaurants and other compa-
nies along the vibrant commer-
cial strip.

More than 300 businesses
have made their home along the

Downtown Development Author-

ity district that extends from
the Canton-Westland boundary
to just west of Canton Center,

a three-mile stretch that could
face upheaval as MDOT moves
to improve traffic flow — when-
ever it happens.

“It’s going to impact our dis-
trict, whatever is done,” said
Kathleen Salla, DDA coordi-
nator. “If nothing is done, it'’s
going to impact it, too. It’s just
so important if there is construc-
tion that those business areas are
accessible and that people can

along the Ford Road corridor
made the area a popular shop-
ping destination and even lured
retail giant IKEA, yet the bur-
geoning district has spurred
traffic bottlenecks that frus-
trate even the most patient
drivers.

get in and out of them.” “We have worked really hard
to make the area attractive,”
Growth spurt Salla said. “We want to keep it
Local leaders say Cantonhas  vibrant.”
become a victim of its own
success. Decades of growth Please see FORD, A9

tor student activity.

The Central issue

District’s oldest building
presents learning challenges

as well as statewide
candidates. Addition-
ally, the voter guides
include pro and con
arguments on the state
ballot proposals.

* Those who wish to
review their election in-
formation online should
visit www.Vote411.org.
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Seventh-grader Ola Young walks to the office at Central Middle School. The multiple additions to the

building mean that there'are many halls with short sight lines, making itmore difficult for staff to moni-

Large bloc
will vote
absentee

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

As Canton voters face the home
stretch of the Nov. 6 election, a signif-
icant number has requested absentee
ballots, while others intend to brave
what Clerk Terry Bennett has predict-
ed will be long lines at polling places.

The clerk’s office had issued 10,849
absentee ballots by Thursday after-
noon, representing more than 17 per-
cent of Canton’s 63,482 registered vot-

ers.

‘However, only 3,194 of those bal-
Iots, or 29 percent, had been returned,
w:th the vast majority of absentees
7,655 ballots, or 71 percent — still
out, Bennett said. She urged voters to
mark their ballots and return them as
quickly as possible.

Bennett has repeatedly urged local
voters to study their two-page, dou-
ble-sided ballot, especially those who
plan to cast their votes at 42 precincts
where long lines, typical for a presi-
dential election, can be expected.

Bennett reminded voters they can
view or print a sample ballot for their
precinct by going to www.canton-

By Brad Kadrich er at Central. “We have mi.org, where election information
i AAnd she has, after all, been t has been placed in a prominent posi-
a teacher at Plymouth-Can- grea tion..

If anyone knows the ton’s oldest school for more teachers “It is really important to take time
unique challenges facing than 16 years. She knows it’s here. And to get a sample ballot and go to the
teachers and students nav- too hot in the summer, and Bz precinct with your voting decisions
igating the learning envi- not warm enough in the win-  there’s an in mind,” Bennett said. “Tt will assist
ronment at Central Middle ter. She knows there aren’t opportunity with the time in the voting booth and
School, it's probably Debbie  enough electrical outlets and waiting time.”

Stephens. k there isn’t running waterin - 107 #S t0 do Voters also may download an absen-

Stgphens has one child enough places. greater things than tee ballot request form or look up
who'’s already been through In short, she knows Cen- b f the their voter registration and precinct
the school and went on to tral —built in the early welcanibecauseln location on the website.
graduate. She also hasasec-  1900s and the original Plym-  building we’re in.” In what could potentially indicate

ond child, currently a high
school senior, and a third
child who is a seventh-grad-

outh High School — doesn’t

Please see CENTRAL, A8

DEBBIE STEPHENS
Central Middle School teacher

a strong interest in this year’s elec-

Please see ABSENTEE, A9

Church’'s m

arathon team

shatters fundraising goal

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A NorthRidge Church mar-
athon team has shattered its

$500,000 goal of raising money to

bring clean water to two villag-

es in Zambia, a landlocked nation

in southern Africa where peo-
ple are becoming sick or dying
because they drink and use dirty
water hauled miles from pollut-
ed ponds.

New figures show the Ridge

Please see MARATHON, A4

NorthRidge
Church
members
(from left)
Rita Thomp-
son, Cathy
Jordan and
Kristen
Hare run
the Chicago
Marathon
to raise
money to
bring clean
water to
Zambia.
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AROUND CANTON

Making spirits bright

The First Congregational Church of Wayne will host its 66th
annual Christmas Fair, “Making Seasons Bright”, 9 a.m.-

8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Nov. 1-2 at the historical
¢thurch in Wayne, located at 2 Towne Square on Wayne
Road between Michigan Avenue East and West. Delicious al
a carte lunches are served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and turkey
dinners with all the trimmings from 5-7 p.m. Cost for meals
are $9 for adults and $4 for children. Shops are open all

day and include a Country Store, Attic Treasurers, Boutique,
Christmas Shop, Used Book Store, Hand Made Goods, Cof-
fee Shop, Specialties Shop and a Home Made Candy Booth.
Shoppers will find beautiful Christmas decorations, canned
fruits and vegetables, delicious candies of all kinds and
Christmas gifts galore. Pictured are church members Louise
Steinhauer (from left), Bob Miller, Bev Wensko and Suzanne
Smith with some of the items for sale.

online at hometownlife.com

“Around Canton” is designed to announce Upcoming events
taking place in the community. Items will run on a space-avail-
able basis. Send details to com

Contact: For reservations or more information, contact
Mary Jane Swanson at (734) 981-8820.

MEDICARE COUNSELING

DatefTime: Thursday, Nov. 1, 13 p.m.

Location: United Home Health Services office, 2200 Canton
Center in Canton

Details: United Home Health Services offers free counsel-
ing with a certified MMAP (Medicare Medicaid Assistance
Program) counselor. The counselor can help you review
Medicare and Medicaid eligibility and the various plans,
apply for Medicaid, research and enroll in Medicare Part D
drug insurance, assist with Medicare supplemental plans,
find pharmaceutical assistance programs, identify & report
Medicare/Medicaid fraud and abuse issues, and explore
long term care insurance options. No reservations neces-
sary.

Contact: Call United Home Health Services, (734) 981-8820
or visit the MMAP website at www.mmapinc.org/pages/
about html

CHARITY EVENT

DatefTime: Friday, Nov. 2, 6-10 p.m.

Location: Genitti's Hole-In-The-Wall in Northville
Details: United Home Health Services, a not-f

AUCTION FRIENDZY

Date/Time: Thursday, Nov. 8, 6 p.m.

Location: Plymouth Elks Club, 41700 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth

Details: Canton Newcomers and Neighbors benefits from
this fundraiser. Cost: 1 paddle $5; 2 paddles $7; 3 paddles
$8. Quarters for bidding (Quarters available for purchase at
event). Bids on donated items range from 1 to 6 quarters,
Food, drink and cookies available for purchase. There will
be drawings for bringing a non-member guest and for pur-
chasing 3 paddles, along with a 50-50 raffle. All proceeds
benefit Canton Newcomers and Neighbors.

Contact: Kristina Wittner, (734) 787-9954

BLOOD DRIVES

Dates: Various

Locations: Various

Details: The American Red Cross sponsors blood drives at
the following dates, times and locations: Monday, Oct. 22,
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 2-7:45 p.m.; and Wednesday,
Oct. 24, VFW Post 6695, Plymouth, 2-7:45 p.m.

Contact: Donors can contact Diane at (313) 549-7052 or

home care company in Canton, hosts its sixth annual char-
ity event. The Murder Mystery Dinner Theater includes a
seven-course Italian family style dinner followed by the
hilarious audience participation murder mystery, “Murder
at Party Beach.” Reservations are $50. All proceeds go to
United’s Patient Support Fund, which is used to provide
home care to patients who do not have health insurance or
whose needs go beyond insurance coverage. Itis also used
to provide food, clothing, trans-

Dian ross.org to set up an

HOLIDAY ART FAIR

Dateffime: Dec. 1, 930 am.to 2 p.m.

Connection Church in Canton

Connection Church in Canton hosts a Holiday Art
Fair, If you have a craft and are interested in renting a table
(635 &$25).

Contact: For more information please email Katy at cchoi-

portation, and medical equipment for patients in need.
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ANNIE, JR.

Dates/Times: Nov. 14, 7 p.m;; Nov. 3-4, 2 p.m.

Location: Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill
in Canton

Details: Forever After Productions youth theater com-
pany will present Annie Jr. at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, It tells the story of a spunky Depression-era
orphan determined to find her parents who abandoned
her years ago at on the doorsteps of a New York City Or-
phanage. Song favorites include “Maybe,” “Hard Knock
Life,” “Easy Street” and “Tomorrow.” Forever After
Productions is a youth theater company for children and
young adults ages 6-21. The 2012-2013 season includes
A Christmas Carol in November/December, Les Miserables
School Edition in February and Disney’s Little Mermaid in
March. Log on to foreverafterproductions.com for more
information about auditions and performance sched-
ules. Purchase tickets at www.foreverafterproductions.
com. Tickets are also available at Forever After Produ(—
tions, 50429 Independence Street, Canton, MI 48188 o

at Dance Beat, 1100 West Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth All
tickets are $15.

Contact: www.foreverafterproductions.com or call (734)
547-5156.

HEALING HEARTS

DatefTime: Second and fourth Monday, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Location: Kirk of Our Savior Presbyterian Church, 36660
Cherry Hill, Westland

Details: Grief support group for adults who have lost a
loved one to the prison system. Hope 4 Healing Hearts, Inc.,
provides a safe environment allowing members to share
ina j Individuals share ideas,

resources and experiences that are helpful to one another.
Contact: For more information, contact Bonnie at (734)
646-2237, bonnie@hopedhealinghearts.com or visit www.
hopedhealinghearts.com.

Y |
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State Rep. Dian Slavens
of Canton is seeking a
third term represent-
ing state House District
21. She recently offered
the Io].lowmg thoughts on
various issues:

Observer: What made
you decide to run for State
Representative?

Slavens: I had concerns
about what was going on
in Lansing. I am a moth-
er and a grandmoth-
er who is invested in my
community. I have 3 chil-
dren whom I wanted to be
able to have a career here
in Michigan after they
graduated from college.
1 was concerned about
the availability of jobs in
this state and wanted to
make sure that we were
contributing to an envi-
ronment where we can
encourage job creation. I
was concerned about the
funding for our schools,
and wanted to make sure
that we are providing a

THE SLAVENS FILE

Name: Dian Slavens

Hometown: Canton Township
Family: Married to Mark Slavens; three
chilren, Molly Damey and Patrick. We

also have a grandson, Eve
Professi

ion: Current sme Leglslamr

HD-21

Education: Associates Degree in Allied
Health, Certified Respiratory Therapist

Previous.
pist

public-sector experience: Respiratory Thera-

Community involvement: Volunteering in Plymouth
Canton Community Schools, former Sunday School
teacher at Geneva Presbyterian, and former Girl Scout

leader
Website: DianSlavens.com

21st century education
for our kids. T am running
for reelection to contin-
ue my work in the State
Legislature to ensure all
children in Michigan are
healthy, well-educated,
and encouraged to build
their adult lives in our
state.

Observer: What are the

three biggest issues facing
Michigan? How would you
address them?

Slavens: I believe that
we need to focus on job
creation. We need to sup-
port small businesses and
‘make Michigan attrac-
tive to green business-
es. We need to stand up
for middle class priorities

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, October 21, 2012

Slavens: Jobs, education top priorities

by fighting the attacks
on our public schools

and by making sure that
School Aid Fund money
is restored. We also must
repeal the unnecessary
tax on our seniors’ retire-

Observer: Educatlnn
is always an issuq
race. Has the state handled
funding, curriculum and other
education issues the right
way? What would you do
differently?

Slavens: We need to han-
dle the issue of school
funding. I believe that cut-
ting $470 per pupil was.
harsh and in direct opposi-
tion to the needs of Mich-
igan, our schools, and our
students. Our K-12 fund-
ing should not have been
slashed to pay for higher
education when we must
invest in education at all
levels. We should use the
rainy day fund and put
money back into schools
to prepare students for

the 21st cent

Observer: Every politician
who runs for office says they
can “work with anyone across
the aisle,” yet it never seems
to happen. What can be done
to get the parties to work
better together?

Slavens: I have been
known to work on both
sides of the aisle. For
example, one of the many
bills that T worked on with
Republicans was the bill
I introduced to ban life-
time health care benefits
for legislators. I sought
and received tremendous
bipartisan support. Unfor-
tunately, since the repub-
licans have been in con-
trol of all three branches
of government, they are
often unwilling to work
with Democrats and to
take amendments from
Democrats.

Observer: What makes you
the best choice for the job?

Slavens: I've spent the
past four years working

to bring jobs and improve
the quality of life for the
people of our communi-
ty in Belleville, Canton,
and Van Buren. My expe-
rience and desire to con-
tinue this hard work, sets
me apart. I have been an
advocate for “Buy Michi-
gan First.” I have pushed
for more transparency in
government and to ban
lifetime health care for
legislators. I have pushed
for — and will contin-

ue to push for —aggres-
sive job creation strate-
gies. My first bill signed
into law expanded Mich-
igan’s first-in-the-nation
incentives for companies
that make advanced bat-
teries, like those found
in hybrid and electric
vehicles. Because of this
ground-breaking plan,
eight world-class compa-
nies plan to invest at least
$4.4 billion in Michigan
and create nearly 8,000
jobs for our workers.

Non-local bankers think TranquiliTea
is a really; really mellow drink.

At Bank of Ann Arbor, we know the Plymouth area inside and out. We use that
knowledge to provide the products and services you need. Bank of Ann Arbor helps.
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‘Neighborhood'’ event to answer questions

NEWS

online at hometownlife.com

MARATHON

Continued from page A1

By Darrell Clem Neighborhood Know-How,  groups — at no cost— can
Observer Staff Writer set for 69 p.m. Monday, Oct. ~ find the help they need. Runners team from Can-
22,at SummitonthePark's  It's free, and it's open to ton, Plymouth, Livonia,
Canton officials say hom-  grand ballroom. all Canton residents. Westland, South Lyon,
eowner groups tackling “Canton is filled with Groups will be divided  Novi, Northville, Detroit
blight, unpaid iati into andcon- and other
association dues, legal mat-  and they call our officesa  dominium associations—  has raised $544,274 —
ters, nelghborhood ordi- lot looking for help,” Amy  two groups that can face outstripping a goal that
nance violations andother ~ Hughesdon, assistant to similar, though differ- was set prior to the Oct. 7
issues can become frustrat- township Supervisor Phil  ent, issues. Attorneysand ~ Chicago Marathon.
ed and overburdened, par-  LaJoy, said. “They might  ordinance officers will be Bryan Amann, a Canton 9% = )
ticularly whenproblems ~ need help with a manage-  assigned to each group. res)dent and NorthRidge  Ed Ollie, a pastor, was among the 228-member NorthRidge
are compounded by hous- ment company, vacant Officials would prefer director of spiritual for- Church team to run the Chicago Marathon.
ing market woes. homes that look bad, ordi- thatresidents planning to ‘mation, shifted much
To get answers for local nance issues or people attend notify the supervisor's  of the credit away from tions, at last count, gen- du, NorthRidge runners
residents, especiallyhome-  who aren't paying their office by calling (734) 394- the Ridge Runners and erated more than 30 per-  had personal reasons for
owner ml-...he. 7 Sl&i However, Hughesdon toward donors all across cent of the $1.7 million raising money and run-
touted Mon- metro Detroit who sup- raised for the Christian ning the marathon. Some
attorneys and ordinance day’s session as a one-stop wheﬂwrﬂeymnanendmy ported the team’s efforts  relief organization. did it in memory of fam-
officers foraneventdubbed ~ way Canton imply how up. to help Zambia through World Vision and other  ily members they have
World Vision, a Christian ~ marathon charities were  lost; others who have
relief organization. amazed at metro Detroit's  young children wanted
“It's more a reflection i ideri to help much
of the people in our area this area has been much less fortunate than thelr
who made the contribu- harder hit by tough eco-
tions,” Amann said. nomic times than many Prmr to the marathon,
other places, Amann said. ~Canton mother Sarah
Child sponsors Ridge Runners co-cap-  Miller had summed up
Fireplaces Fireplace NorthRidge members tain Billy Downs of Novi  how many Ridge Run-
Accessories also sponsor nearly 3,000  said he and co-captain ners felt when she said
and Inserts Tool Sefs-Screons-Wood Grates | African childrenevery  Tony Hobart had setthe  her family didn't get to
Direct Vent or Wood Wood Holders-and Morel ‘month through donations ~ $500,000 goal because choose where they were.
to World Vision, they believed NorthRidge ~born —and neither did
World Vision President  could attain it. the people of Zambia.
Stearns, in a video “We never gave up on “I don't have to worry
address to NorthRidge that goal, but oemnn.ly the about dirty water killing
senior pastor Brad Pow-  team blew pastit,” Downs  my children,” she said.
ell and his congregation,  said. “We're so proud Before the race,
said the Plymouth-based of everybody for all the Amann, Miller and a
church has set the bar efforts they gave. It was small group of the North-
high for others, Jjust an amazing thing.” Ridge team had gone toa
“I could never Imve Canton Township Board
imagined what New plan of Trustees meeting to
church body was capa- Already, Downs said, discuss their participa-
ble of,” Stearns said in the Ridge Runners team tion in the Chicago Mar-
the video, posted on the has begun to plan to run athon. Supervisor Phil
idge website. the Detroit Marathon LaJoy commended the
In one revealing sta- next year partly for Life Ridge Runners for “doing
tistic, the 228-member Remodeled, a nonprof- good work.”
Ridge Runners team it ization that builds i phil-
accounted for 14 per- houses for thropic efforts have
cent of World Vision's famihes in Detroit and slntched from Detrmt
1,600 runners in the Chi-
cago marathon. Yet the such as Redford, West- Km:rma Gulf Coast to
church’s $544,274 in dona-  land, has
and Snuthﬁeld bia, India, Croatia, Hai-

" “We think it will be a ti, Nicaragua and the Phil-
great project,” Downs ippines. The church’s ini-
said, saying anyone inter-  tiative to bring wells and
ested may contacthimat  other clean-water ameni-

i il.com. ties to Zambi: f
Meanwhile, Ridge Run- Hobart, the Ridge Run-
ners had begun training mrs oompmln. had a con-
last January for the 26.2- rsation last year with a
mile Chlcago Marathon, Wm'ld Vision representa-
though injuries forced tive while visiting Zambia.
some to sit out the actu- Now that NorthRidge
al event. In all, 228 team runners have proved they
members made the start-  can meet a goal as large
ing line. as the one for Zambia,
“We only had two peo- they say they are moti-
ple who did not make it vated to continue their
across the finish line,” efforts to change th
Amann said. “We trained  world, both close to home
7 and we worked hard,and  and oceans away.
thank God people really “This is a beginning,”
® took it seriously.” Arnann said, “not an end-
Aside from helping
bring clean water ameni-
ties to the Zambia villag- dclem@hometownlife.com
° es of Moyo and Hamaun- @13)222:2238
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Patient-Centered Medical Care
from Newborn to Geriatrics
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WE'RE ADDING MORE HEART TO OUR
CARDIOLOGY CLINIC IN CANTON.

Dr. Maryse Palardy Dr. Melinda Davis Dr. Anna Booher

The University of Michigan Hedlth System is expanding its presence in Southeast Michigan to give you easier
access to our advanced cardiovascular programs. We welcome Dr. Maryse Palardy, who will be joining
forces with Dr. Melinda Davis and Dr. Anna Booher at our Canton Health Center. Thanks to our new team of

cardiologists, we're bringing even more U-M expertise closer to your home.

Learn about them at UofMHealth.org/NewCardiologist. For an appointment, call 1-888-287-1082.

orsity of Michigan
Health System
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“» AND WE'LL FREEZE
" “Your Renrar |

Don’t Get Left Out in the
Cold this Winter

Move to Waltonwood, Where the Thing Freezing is Our Rates!”

Waltonwood offers carefree utside your door. With friendly neighbors,
convenient amenities, personal f and caregivers onssite, you're free to choose how you spend the day

Spacious apartments * Housekeeping & maintenance * Delicious, home<ooked meals = Activities and scheduled transportation
Pet friendly community ® Personalized care services available
Oktobeys,
Oct, est
ober 10th
2 p.m,
Join us for
German
entertainme,

v WALTONVGDD

today for this f

(734) 33
5-0947 4 —_— (800) 644 42
— > Redefining Retirement Living*
CARRIAGE PARK CHERRY HiLL
Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living N g
(734) 3350947

2000 N Canton Center Road 42600 Cherry Hill

ctobe
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fager & Associates

authengic presented by ¥

CUisine, e TRE T ez e Y oeuvres
Gourmet hors d

1nity tours
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to Independent Living moveins by December 31, 2 mu
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Kim Torres and her whimsical playing card paintings.

TIME SHOOTERS

SAFETY CLASS
1Y% Hour Class...$50

Class includes:
» /2 Hour of instruction
* Supervised range time.
* Firearm rental s Target
¢ 1 Box 9-mm ammo
¢ Eye & ear protection

Offered Every Friday,
Saturday & Sunday...
Fridays:
5:30 pm &7 pm |
Saturdays & Sundays: 1
10 am & 11:30 am

Small, personal class...4 people max.

(must be 21 years or older)

Sat,, Nov. 24

9am - 5pm g“

Sunday Nov. 18
8Sam-8pm

FIRING/INE

INDOOR GUN RANGE AND GUN SHOP

1 IJAV CI’L CLASSES

2 DAY CPL CLASS

8.am=Noon

LADIES CPL-I DAY

H7E PP

i 28 OFF

Oct. 28th - 1 day
CPL Class fee

B Must pre-register and prepay
B Expires 10-27-12. must mention or bring ad
Bmm === -

33000 Ford Road * Westland « 734-326-7320 - www.firinglineguns.com

Sun Nov. 25

online at

Kim Torres hangs her work on the walls of The Candy Trail.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Candy shop doubles as art
gallery for local painter

By Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

Painter Kim Torres
is taking a “flavorful”
approach to building an
art career, displaying
her works at a downtown
Plymouth candy store.

Torres has dabbled in
art since she was a child,
but has no formal train-
ing. Long a sketcher and
face-painter, she took up
painting on canvas less
than a year ago and now
has several acrylics for
sale at the Candy Trail on
Ann Arbor Trail.

A%60 mail-in rebate’ on 4 select tires plus another
$60" when you use the Quick Lane Credit Card.

coonfiEam & wi

IKOOK

e (Onfinental &
£ TIRE

Wit

YOUR TIRES NEED ATTENTION.

.

T Bt e

et e ooy

Quick Lane

TIRE & AUTO CENTER

“I'm thinking outside
the box as to how to get
my name out there,”
Torres said at the store
Thursday.

The Canton Township
woman is also a full-time
caregiver for develop-
‘mentally disabled peo-
ple and owns a business,
Face Flair, that designs
stick-on body art and
offers face-painting and
caricaturing at fairs, par-
ties and corporate events.
(She will be offering free
face-painting today at the
Candy Trail during the
Pumpkin Palooza Hallow-

o Quick tane

i Competscorhase s

it A \w.“"

een event, which starts
at noon.) Torres employs
five artists in addition to
herself.

“T have all the willpow-
er in the world to make
my dream come true,”
Torres said in explaining
her busy life, “and I want
to inspire others.”

Torres's colorful paint-
ings, alongside a rainbow
of candy displays, fit the
decor at the Candy Trail,
and store owner Sandi
McGrew is considering
dedicating a wall there
to Torres’s work. The
paintings have been at
the store for a couple of
weeks; the two met when
McGrew hired Torres, in
apinch, for a face-paint-
ing gig at the store.

The paintings include a
crooked Olde English ‘D,
an abstract of a clown,

a whimsical skull and
crossbones with a bow in
its “hair” and a jumble of
images with a “Where's
Waldo?”-type theme that
Torres calls My Map.
Painted with acn/ucs and
Sharpnes. that's the most
expensive painting, at
$200; prices for others
start at $40.

One painting that espe-
cially stands out is 8
detailed depiction of

characters from
playing cards — the King,
the Queen and the Jack
— playing poker. The
Jack has just put down
the winning hand and the
King is gasping in dis-
appointment, while the
Queen smiles snarhly
Torres said the work is
inspired by the famous
kitsch painting of dogs
playing poker and that
her husband, Patrick Tor-
res, suggested it.

“T just didn't think I had
that kind of talent in me,”
she said.

Painting is relaxing for
Torres after a day at what
can be a stressful job,
she said. “For me to, like,
end my day sitting there
painting, it's awesome,”
she said.

Torres began Face Flair
in 2009 with the stick-
ons, which she said were
inspired by cell phone
bling. But they didn’t
really take off until she
added face-painting, and

Batteries

$109¢% S

Includos
With exchango. Taxes and installaion extra.

MSRP

Motorcraft®,
Complete
Brake
Service
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99—
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* Labor included
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warranty
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Quick Lane Hours:
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32230 Plymouth Road, leoma M|ch|gan 48150
Al

‘Approved
Auto Repalr

Dealership Quality at
Aﬂer Market Prlces'

she i idds the
stick-ons to the face-
painting designs. She has
a design book with dozens
of selections.“If it's not in
‘my book, we can find it,”
she said. “We'll Google it,
we'll doit.”

Face Flair stick-ons
were included in the
goodie bags given to
celebrities during the
2011 Country Music
Awards. “I thought Tay-
lor Swift would be calling
me,” Torres joked.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2405

VOICES & VIEWS:
COMMENT ONLINE

hometownlife.com
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Students building

Ntambwa Mbyie and By Brad Kadrich
Audrey.Johnson, seniors Observer Staff Writer
at Salem and Canton high
schools, are semifinal- Salem High School
ists in the 2013 National senior Abigail Dworzanin
Achievement Scholarship  is working two jobs these
Competition. days.
The National Achieve- By day, she’s the
ment Scholarship Pro- accountant for the Rock
gram is an academic Shop, the school store
competition established located within Salem
in 1964 specifically to High School. And by
honor scholastically tal- night (and afternoons and
ented Black American weekends), she works at
high school students and the DSW shoe store in
provide college scholar- Canton.
ships for a substantial And her success in both
number of the most out-  jobs, the 17-year-old from
standing. participants in Canton believes, is direct-
each annual ly tied to the
2 she's getting in Cristina -
Credit recovery Guberinich’s advanced The Rock Shop student-store is run completely by the
Alternative education marketing class. The students, who handle inventory, ordering, accounting and
is not what most people class runs both the Rock bill paying.
think. Students in the pro-  Shop and the student-
gram have faced some run high school branch of  to vendors and other busi- ich, Salem’s marketing
obstacle in life that has the Community Federal ness-related activities, teacher. “(Kids) also get
caused them to strug- Credit Union, from managing the store ~ hands-on experience with
gle in a traditional high “I think it gives youa right down to manning a financial base. That's
school setting. Plym- lot of experience with the cash registers. really the most valuable
outh-Canton Communi- business,” said Dworza- “It definitely helps,” part of it.”
ty Schools’ Starkweather  nin, who will study actu- Dworzanin said. “It's a The connection with
Alternative High School arial science once she good experience.” CFCU also helps prepare
has been helping stu- decides which college she The kids also run the the marketing students
dents meet their goals wants to attend. “It's a credit union branch. Stu-  for the annual DECA
for years, in spite of their  leadership thing.” dents open and man- competition. The market-
challenges. The advanced market- age accounts, handle ing, accounting and finan-
One particularly suc- ing class is all about lead-  the transactions and are cial association regional
cessful program is the ership. The 26 students responsible for the cash. competition is set for Jan.
credit recovery lab at do it all in the Rock Shop, Of course, they do all 10-12 at Eastern Mich-
the school. More than which is a re(axl outlet of this with help from igan University, with
120 students are current-  obviously at Ce i the state
ly enrolled in nearly 160:  school merchandise, but inancial. March in Grand Rapn:ls
course sections. Stark- also selling a variety of “(CFCU) does the train- It's part of CFCU’s com-
weather offers 40 course  other products. ing necessary for the mitment to the commu-
selections outside the Students are responsi- kids to have those busi- nities they serve, partic-
regular school day for ble for inventory, order- ness skills they need for ularly the youth. In addi-
students who are motivat-  ing, accounting, payment the future,” said Guberin- tion to helping run the
ed to catch up on credits.
Students start each
class with a pretest that
allows them to eliminate
sections of the class that
they already have mas-
tered. Students partici-
pate in online lectures,
assignments and assess-
ments. Students must
complete all assessments
in class but can watch
lectures and do class

work in school or out-
side of school: This allows
motivated students to
earn credits at an accel-
erated rate.

Culinary expert

Hospitality and Culi-
nary Arts teacher Diana
Woodward joined a pan-
el of some of Michigan’s
outstanding female trail-
blazers as they discussed
the restaurant industry at
the annual Michigan Res-
taurant Show.

Woodward has been a
teacher for 12 years after
studying culinary arts at
Schoolcraft College and
earning a bachelor’s and
‘master’s degree in Career
Technical and Workforce
Education from Eastern
Michigan University.

business bravado

Freshman Alex Schroeck reaches into the money-grab bag
held by Salem senior marketing student Kyle Cameron as

businesses, CFCU staff-
ers do classroom presen-
tations talking about sav-
ing, investing, maintain-
ing good credit and how
to get good jobs.

Karen Alexander,
CFCU’s education coor-
dinator, said the cred-
it union comes to the stu-
dents to make learning
more convenient.

“We want students
to take charge of their
own money,” Alexander
said. “Once they go off to
school, they have experi-
ence handling their mon-

ey.”

The students believe
they’ll benefit from the
working association with

CFCU.
“This will help me learn

how to develop rela-

tionships with custom-

the student-run Salem High School branch of the Commu-
nity Federal Credit Union opens for business.

ers,” said Kyle Camer-
on, a senior at Salem.
“It’s going to help me get
ready for the real world.”
"hat will be key,
according to Alexan-
der, who says high school
seniors these days will
need some $2.1 million to
retire with the lifestyle
to which they've become
accustomed.

A solid business foun-
dation, she said, goes a
long way toward achiev-
ing that.

“We want the kids to be
financially secure when
they become adults,”
Alexander said. “With
the economy the way it's
been, that’s much more
difficult.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222:8899

and| Langam or Neck
and R’m?ain Can Feel Like a
Crippling Condition.

You might not be able to play golf, work,
or even sit in the car for a 30-minute drive.
It's almost impossible for anyone around
you to understand how you feel. You can't
remember the last time you even had a
restful night's sleep.

Do You Have Any of the Following?

 Sharp pains in the back of the leg

+ Lower back pain

= Neck pain

« Herniated/bulging discs

* Numbness in your arms or legs

= Shooting hip or thigh pain

* Muscle spasm, sprains & strains
If you've suffered from any of these

annoying conditions, you may have

Sciatica if the pain is in your leg, or

Radiculopathy if the pain is in your arm.
Sciatica is a compression of the

sciatic nerve, usually by the L4 or L5

(THINKING ABOUT..)
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Receive up to a...
1,075
Rebate*

Offer expires 11-30-2012
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State Tax Credit
Senior Discount
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FREE ESTIMATES
Visit Our Showroom!

(734) 5251930
Our 38th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
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disc iations. Radiculopathy is the
compression of the nerves coming off
the neck. As you know, Sciatica and
Radiculopathy can be a very painful
problem, even crippling at times.

Nothing’s worse than feeling great
mentally, but physically feeling held back
from life because your back or sciatica
hurts and the pain just won't go away!
Fortunately, if you are suffering from any
of these problems, they may be relieved
or eliminated by non-surgical spinal
decompression.

“What is the Chance That This Will
Work for Me?”

A medical study found patients went from
moderately painful to almost no pain with
decompression treatments. Those that took
pain pills improved less than 5%. —Am
Society of Anesthesiologists, 2006, Chicago, IL

Greg Kramer, D.C., D.AAM.LP.
Diplomat American Academy of Medical
Legal Professionals. Studies under nation's
leading Chiropractic Neurologist.

Another study presented at the American
Academy of Pain Management in 2007
showed:

“Patients reported a mean 88.9%
improvement in back pain and better
function...No patient required any invasive
therapies (e.g. epidural injections,
surgery).”

These are just two studies out of a dozen
done in the last few years, all showing
promising results. Here's the point of all
these studies...

Spinal decompression has a high success
rate with helping disc herniation, neck pain,
Sciatica, Radiculopathy and back pain.

This means in just a matter of weeks you
could be back on the golf course, enjoying
your love life or traveling again.

The Single Most Important Solution
to Your Sciatica, Back Pain, Neck
Pain and Radlculopathy

In addition to decompression, we use’
0Oxygen Therapy to increase fuel delivery to
the body!

It’s time for you to find out if Spinal
Decompression with Oxygen Therapy
(SDQT) will be your pain solution. For 10
days only, $27 will get you all the services |
normally charge new patients $257 for!

What does this offer include? Everything.
Here's what you get:

« An in-depth consultation about your health
and well-being where | listen...really listen...
to the details of your care.

« A complete neuromuscular examination

« A thorough analysis of your exam and
x-ray/MRI findings so we can start mapping
out your plan to being pain free

« You'll get to see everything first hand and
find out if this amazing protocol will be
your pain solution, like it has been for so
many other patients

I will answer all of your most probing
questions about our free pain evaluation
and what it can do for you.

The appointment will not take long at all
and you won't be sitting in a waiting room
all day either. And the best part about it is...

No Dangerous Drugs, No Invasive
and No Painful
Spmal Decompression with Oxygen
Therapy protocols are very gentle. In fact
| even catch a few of my patients sleeping
during sessions every once in a while.
You'll simply lie on your stomach or
back (whichever is comfortable) and then
a specialized belt is gently put around your
waist. We'll set the machine to focus on

your problem area,
then the advanced -
decompression
computer system
will do the rest.

“But | feel
fine...as long
as | take my
pain

There's a time to use pain medlcanons.
BUT not before seeking a natural way to
correct the CAUSE of the problem!

Spinal Decompression with Oxygen
Therapy could be the answer you've been
looking for. Ask yourself..after taking ALL
these pain medications and playing the
WAIT AND SEE GAME, maybe for years...
are you any better off?

Perhaps you have had neck or back
surgery and you did not respond. Now, you
suffer from a new malady called “Failed
Surgery Syndrome.” Spinal Decompression
with Oxygen Therapy could help you, too!

Call 248-615-1533 anytime between the.
hours of 10:00 am and 6:30 pm Monday
through Thursday. Tell the receptionist
you'd like to come in for the special Spinal
Decompression with Oxygen Therapy
Evaluation before Sunday, October 28, 2012.

We can get started with your consultation
and exam as soon as there's an opening in
the schedule. Our office is called Kramer
Chiropractic and we are at 34441 Eight Mile
Road in the Charles Towne Office Center,
Suite 116 and again, our phone number is
248-615-1533.

1 look forward to helping you get rid of
your pain so you can start living a healthier,
more joyful life.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gregory Kramer

P.S. The only real question to ask yourself
is this

“What Will My Pain Feel Like One
Month From Today?”

0One of the biggest myths about pain is
that it goes away by itself, without treatment

A May 1998 study in the British Medical
Journal proved this myth false, showing that
75% of back pain sufferers who do nothing
about it will have either pain or disability 12
months later.

Let's face it, if the pain hasn't gone away
by now, it's not likely to disappear on its own.

Life's too short to live in pain like this. Call
today and soon Il be giving you the green
light to have fun again

KRAMER CHIROPRACTIC
Livonia Charles Towne Office Center ® 34441 Eight Mile Road ® Suite 116
24

8-615-1533

www.LivoniaSpineAndHealth.com
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have many of the advan-
tages the newer, more
modern middle schools.
have.

“There are times when I
really have to think about
my game plan,” said Ste-
phens, a science teacher
at the school. “I don’t have
adequate electrical outlets,
so1 have to rethink every-
thing P'm doing in teaching
the same things they’re
teaching in other (middle
school) buildings.”

Other options

The learning environ-
ment at Central Middle
School has been a sub-
ject of debate for years.
There was discussion
several years ago that the
building has outlived its
usefulness as a school,
with consideration for
closing it in favor of
building another mid-
dle school in the southern
end of the district.

Judy Mardigian, the
longest-serving member
of the district’s Board of
Education, has long been
an advocate of repurpos-
ing Central and building a
newer, more modern mid-
dle school on property the
district owns in Canton.

She said she understands
the concerns of teachers,
and realizes the district
must come up with some
kind of solution.

“I think we need to face
the issue about the age
of the building and the
learning environment,
and come up with an
answer,” Mardigian said.
“I don’t know what the
answer is. What we can’t
do is fail to address the
problem.” *

The three-story build-
ing, which original-
ly housed the first high
school and has been add-
ed on to several times,
is simultaneously drafty
and stuffy There is no
central air conditioning
and classroom tempera-
tures, according to teach-
ers and students, often
hover around the 100-

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

online at hometownlife.com

The Central science labs have running water and not much
else. Sixth-graders Jacob Visel and Owen M|I|er calculate
how many drops are in a milliliter.

degree mark in the spring
and late summer.

Where the newer mid-
dle schools have had
improvements paid for
from bond money, offi-
cials have deemed simi-
lar adjustments at Cen-
tral as too expensive. One
such example: The sci-
ence labs at the other mid-
dle schools have electrical
outlets that dangle from
the ceiling over tables; at
Central, there’s one outlet
in the front and one in the
back of the room, making
a series of extension cords
necessary.

Best temps

Anthony Ruela, in his
fifth year as the princi-
pal at Central, said build-
ing temperatures present
the single biggest chal-
lenge (though there are
others, he said) to teach-
ing — and learning — at.
Central.

“There is lots of
research that says the
learning environment is

best around optimal tem-
perature,” said Ruela,
who said that temper-
ature is 68-70 degrees.
“As temperatures creep

ing temperatures) would
have the biggest bang
for the buck when you're
talking about student
achievement. And that’s
what we're here for.”

Teachers have other
examples of the challeng-
es. Audrey Mammano
told school board mem-
bers at a recent meet-
ing her new classroom
used to be a closet. It’s so
small, it needed construc-
tion work and Mammano
had to find new digs for a
while.

Language arts and tech-
nology teacher Rick
Coughlin said the school
struggles with technolo-
gy because “we’re using
antiquated software
and ... a system that’s 10
years old.” He also said
the classrooms are some-

and all those stairwells,
it just takes more man-
power.”

As much as anything,
Ruela credits the kids
themselves for mak-
ing the best of the situ-
ation. After all, while it
does present challenges,
the building does have its
good points.

“The kids are great,”
Ruela said. “They’re very
flexible. Part of that is
they don’t know any dif-
ferently. Kids look favor-
ably on the things we

TEreran= e T

Central Middle School Prin-
cipal Anthony Ruela talks

do have. They like that
'we have a pool, and that

moving in third-floor class-  about the challenges of we have a big old high
rooms. Teacher Hawanya teaching in a building that  school-style gym.”
Urquhart waits for her next  began construction over As a parent, Stephens
class to enter the room 90 years ago, with multiple  said she likes the school
where she teaches eighth-  additions. because it’s blessed with

grade English.

“a tremendous” staff. She

and hall monitors have to  said she chose to have her

times small and windows  vacate one spot in order children attend Central
are inadequate for both to observer another as for that very reason.
lighting and circulation. the school’s 852 students She’d just like to see

“There are a number pass through the halls. them get more of what oth-
of studies that show stu- er middle schoolers get.
dents will perform bet- Still secure “I don't feel my kids are
ter in buildings with lots The entrance is locked getting their fair share as
of natural light and lots and rigged with camer- far as facilities are con-
of space,” Coughlin said.  as and a bell, so Ruela cerned,” Stephens said.
“When you have 33 kids, doesn’t worry that much “We have great teach-
(classrooms) get small about security. ers here. And there’s an
pretty quickly. It makes it “T'dlove to have a clear-  opportunity for us to do
tough.” er sight to the front door,  greater things than we

Ruela said the build- but we have a camera can because of the build-
ing presents other, more  and a buzzer system. ... ing we're in.”
physical, challenges. With  terms of general security,

all the additions, sight
lines are often skewed

I'm not worried,” he sa:d
“But having Lhree floors,

badrich@hometowniife.com
313)222.8899 S

6fo8p.
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FREE Education Seminar

St. Mary Mavt;y |:ivon|u

To register call 734-655-2345
stmarymercy.org

W@ LivoniA

SAINT JOSEPH MERCY HEALTH SYSTEM

ST. MARY MERCY

The Center for
Joint Replacement

Are you living in paln?
Now is the fime to
Rediscover your mobility.
The Cenfer for Joint Replacement at
Wednesday, Ocfober 24, Classroom 10 g4 Mary Mérey Hospital has a comprehensive
team approach which results in shorter
hospital stays, befter pain management
and faster recovery.

oosmar

24 Month
Lease for
10,000 miles
per yea

CELEBRATING OVER SIX
DECADES OF SERVICE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

7012 CHEVY TRAVERSE Lg@’

Cyber Gray Metallic, 3.6L V6, 6 Speed Auto.

734-425-6500

www.TennysonChevy.com
32570 Plymouth Rd. « Livonia  Just East of Farmington Rd.

Chance to win a
2012 Chevy Equinox!

Also...a Flat Screen TV!
Free Food & Refreshments!

ON., OCT. 22 TAILGATE PARTY

Detroit Lions vs.
Chicago Bears

S pricng,
1 plates. Ho securty dopo

PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN
CITY HALL, 201 S. MAIN
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2012

7:00 PM
(734) 453-1234

SP12-01 927 N. Mill Street
Zoned: MU,

Mixed Use
Applicant: Ms. Margaret Wilcox

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In accordance with the Americans ith disabilties Act,the City of Plymouth wil provide
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impai

and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to S
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by writing or calling
the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator
201 . Main Street
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

Publish: October 21, 2012

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ENGINEERING SERVICES
Community Development Block Grant

In compliance with Federal requirements, the Charter Township of Plymouth is
seeking proposals for Engineering Services to assist in the implementation of projects
funded through the Community Development Block Grant program. The Scope of Services
shall matters and projects for the Char-
ter. ansmp of Plymouths Commumty Dovelopmant Blpck Grant prograu exelusivs of
road and large pavement projects, such as pedestrian bridge design, pathway location cro