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Special edition ‘We've seena -~ ~ . Some of the guno

Your obsen:;zr lot of stories of say put more guns in. the
DL SPanerto0a). « 4 judges behaving hands of people and we re
your hometown, plus badly, especmlly in going to be safe. I just den’t
news of the surround- Wayne Colunty.” i buy that drgument*

ing area. It is one of

GLENN ANDERSON

three special holiday.
editions published
just this time of year.
Special editions will
continue through
Thursday, Jan. 3.
Happy holidays!

Homeless help

A snowstorm didn’t
stop the Geneva Pres-
byterian Church se-
nior high youth from
spending the night
outside Wednesday
with their adult advis-
ers to raise aware-
ness of homelessness.
They had a fire inside
a barrel and a few
umbrellas.

Through Jan. 3, the
group is now collect-
ing winter clothing
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Livonia Community
Recreation Center.
The cost is: $7.50
per pass holder, §8.75
per resident or $10 per
non-resident.
Preregister at the
center, 15100 Hub-
bard Road, Livonia.
Call (734) 4662900 for
more information

State-Wayne offers vintage theater experience

By Kurt Kuban
Staff Wter

The marquee at the State-
Wayne Theater has been a land-
mark in the city of Wayne and

notice it when you drive by.”
Probably the most important
change to the theater, however,
has been the installation of mod-
ern digital projection and Dol-
by sound equipment, which now

L’:ﬁf‘fmw life....BS abeacon to those driving by on gives the theater the ability to
Crossword Puzzle ....C3 Michigan Avenue for decade show first-run films the way
Health ... B Like the theater itself, the mar they are intended, including in 3-
Homes @ quis rzdia(es alittle brighter D when warranted.

o0 e €1 these days. At the same time, the the- '
Obituaries. B10 The theater, built in 1945, ater maintains its unique art-
i < is now being managed by the deco design and many features
AT Farmington-based Phoenix The- patrons have come to expect

© The Observer & Eccentric

atres group, which also operates
theaters at Laurel Park Place in
Livonia and The Mall of Monroe
in Monroe. Since the company
took over back in August, more
than $60,000 has been spent to

President of Operatior

STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
From left, Phoenix Theatres President Cory Jacobson, of Southfield, and Vice
ohn Scanlan, of Northville, discuss the changes

from the classic theater, includ-
ing the locally-famous mural of a
neon dragon, who is affectionate-
1y known as “Puff”.

“The old theater we first
stepped into had mono sound

Home Delivery; —{ renovate the vintage four-screen  they've made since tal.ng over management of the historic State-Wayne and 35mm film. It was the same
segmy  ==§  theater in downtown Wayne. Theater in downtown Wayne, including cleaning up the murals in the lobby.  equipment they had in the late
===  They've given the State-Wayne a '60s and early '70s,” said Jacob-
Return Address: == » noticeable face lift, adding new Theatres President Cory Jacob- Getting it fixed up was a priority.  son, a Southfield resident. “When
41304 Concept De: %: carpet, paint, re-doing the can- son, more than 500 of the mar- “The marquis is so cool. It's ‘someone comes in here now,
Amoidsio ==8  dybar, and updating the unique  quis's 1,600-plus light bulbs were  kind of the identity of the the-
=" marquis. According toPhoenix not working when they took over. ater;" he said. “You can't help but Please see THEATER, A2
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Continued from page A1

they have the best of both
worlds — this wonder-

ful old theater experience
along with high-quality
digital movies and the lat-
est Dolby 7.1 sound sys-
tem, We've gone from
being behind the times to
being the most up to date

theater in the community.”

Phoenix has also
brought in a new culture
to the theater, which has
been owned by the city
of Wayne since the early
1990s. And that is exact-
ly what Wayne City Man-
aget Robert English was
hoping when cementing a
multi-year management
confract with the compa-
ny earlier this year. The
company took over oper-
ations Aug. 1.

Whole nine yards *

English said the city
was facing the prospect
of either having to update
the theater or close it
«down because the major
film studios were no lon-
ger going to be issuing
films in 3Smm, mean-
ing the State-Wayne’s old
film projectors would
soon be obsolete. So Eng-
lish approached the Phoe-
nix group about a year
and a half ago to get their
advice on converting to
digital and the relation-
ship kind took off from
there.

“We knew something
had to be done if we were
going to make a go of it,”
English said. “The city
leaders decided this the-
ater is too important to
the community. We didn't
want that building to be
dark. If we were going
to make a commitment
to the theater, we real-
ized we needed to go the
whole nine yards. We've
updated everything. The
only thing we couldn’t
du was add stadium seat-

Before Phoenix agreed
to the deal, however,
management spent a
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good deal of time looking
over the theater, and even
bought tickets to some
movies so they could get
an idea of how it oper-
ated. It didn't take long
for them to figure out
there was a lot of work to
do, but also tremendous
potential.

“I fell in love with it. It
reminds me of the the-
aters I used to manage in
Milwaukee, and the the-
aters I grew up with,”
said Jacobson. “It's a
unique theater. You don't
find theaters like this
anymore in our state, and
frankly in the country.”

Jacobson has managed
theaters big and small,
and has been in the indus-
try for decades. He left
Milwaukee for Detroit
back in the 1990s while
working for United Art-
ists Theaters. He decided
to start his own compa-
ny back in 2001 because
he felt the industry could
be improved. Some of the
changes he has imple-
mented include mov-
ing the ticket purchas-
ing inside where patrons
also purchase popcorn,
soft drinks and candy.

He said it saves custom-

Don

—
STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The State-Wayne Theater in Wayne features a historic marquee that has 1,600 light bulbs
and dates back to 1946.

ers time. Another change
was moving the candy out
from under the tradition-
al glass counters and into
racks located in the lobby,
which also speeds up the
process.

“We've treated candy
bars like Rolex watch-
es for years. It’'s not that
kind of product,” Jacob-
son said.

Customers also fill their
own soft drinks, like in
most stores and fast food
restaurants. He says they
were the first theaters in
the state to do this.

Thumbs up

John Scanlan, who is
vice president of oper-
ations for Phoenix, said
people have definitely
noticed the difference.

“Customers have given
us the thumbs up. A lot of
them have commented on
the sound system, and the
changes,” said the North-
ville resident. “Now we
just have to get more bod-
ies in here.”

Scanlan said the hope
is that they will have the
same kind of success
they've had at Laurel
Park, where revenue is
up more than 60 percent
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since they took that the-
ater over in 2009.

That is music to the
ears of Wayne leaders
like English, who realize
a well-run theater could
be a catalyst to bringing
people into the city and
abig part of a downtown
revitalization. They point
to the recent opening of
the latest Twilight film,
which was the most suc-
cessful opening weekend
the theater has had since
the city took ownership
nearly two decades ago.

“I'am overly pleased
with what Cory and John
have been able to do.
They've done an out-
standing job,” he said.

“If we can get people
back in there, I'm confi-
dent they’ll keep coming
back.”

The State-Wayne The-
ater is located at 35310
Michigan Avenue in
Wayne. For the movie
line, call (734) 384-1200.
The customer service
line is (734) 326-4602. Vis-
it www.phoenixmovies.
net/index.asp for show-
times. Tickets can also be
purchased in advance via
the website.

kkuban@hometownlife.com
(248) 4372011 ext. 245

Other area theaters
offer nostalgia, too

will be busy, especially
with so many new movies
opening.

The newly renovat-
ed State-Wayne Theater
in downtown Wayne is
just one of many classic
neighborhood-type the-
aters in the area that are
still open and showing

By Kurt Kuban (248) 474-1951
Staff Writer www.thefct.com or
www.facebook.com/

] i the week F ivicThe-
between Christmas and ater
New Year’s Day is one of The Farmington Civ-
the busiest of the year for  ic Theater, a landmark in
the movie industry. The- downtown Farmington,
aters all over the area was designed by the late

C. Howard Crane in the
Art Modern style. It orig-
inally opened in 1940, and
has been owned by the
city of Farmington since
1999. The interior of the
theater was fully rebuilt
and a new sound sys-
tem was installed, as well
as cushioned love seats

films. While these the- equipped with arm rests
aters might not have all and drink holders.
the amenities of the more The theater shows pop-
modern multiplexes, they  ular movies at bargain
‘make up for it with an prices.
ambience of days gone « The Lyon Theatre
by. In most cases they 126 East Lake Street,
are located in traditional South Lyon
downtowns, and are trea- (248) 446-9090
sures to the residents of www.thelyon.com
those communities. New ownership took
Here is a list of just a over The Lyon Theatre in
few in the area: December of 2008, when
* Birmingham 8 the lobby has been com-
211S. 0ld Woodward pletely renovated, and
Avenue, Birmingham new Dolby Digital Sur-
(248) 723-6230 round Sound and theatre
www.uptownentertain- projection systems were
ment.com/Birmingham8.  added. The theater, which
aspx has just one screen, is
The Birmingham 8isa  known for showing new
historical landmark locat-  films at affordable pric-
ed in the heart of down- es. Management only
town Birmingham. Ong1» selects films that have
nally builtin 1927 as asin-  been positively reviewed,
gle screen movie house, well-received by audi-
the theater was rebuilt ences, and/or recognized
and restored in 1996 as with significant awards.
an eight-screen multiplex Matinee prices are
theater that plays hosttoa  while evening tickets are
‘mix of first run filmsand  $6 for adults and $4 for
smaller independent pro- seniors, students and chil-
ductions. In addition toits  dren. The Lyon also main-
classic elegance and his- tains low prices on its
torical.eharm, the Bir- concessions.
mingham 8 now features * Main Art Theatre
Sony Digital Cinema 4K 118 North Main Street,
projection, 3D technology, Royal Oak
and comfortable, modern- (248) 542-5198
ized seating. WWW.
. i Civic /Detroit/
Theater MainArtTheatre.htm
33332 Grand River

Avenue, Farmington

Please see THEATERS, A5
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By Aileen ngblad
Staff Wit

Life has changed in the
past couple of months for
Kerry Bentivolio.

Just a bit.

The Tea Party favor-
ite, former school teach-
er and builder known for
raising reindeer, honey-
bees and chickens at his
Milford Township home
is seemingly giddy ashe
talks about face time with
Speaker of the House
John Boehner and Con-
gressmen Fred Upton
and Eric Cantor — fellow
Republicans he has met
with in recent weeks as
he prepares for his own
two-year term in the U.S.
House of Representa-
tives, beginning Jan. 3.

“It’s surreal,” Bentivo-
lio said — the same word
he used earlier this year
as he was thrust into
front-runner status for
the 11th District, when
former Rep. Thad McCot-
ter resigned amid a peti-
tion scandal.

A self-described “reg-
ular guy,” Bentivolio is
still getting accustomed to
Washington, D.C., of hav-
ing Capitol Police who
he's never met address
him by name, of setting
up an office in the Can-
non Building and a sec-
ond home in an apartment
complex blocks away.

He's dined with Steve
Forbes. He's had brief-
ings on budgets and eth-
ics, house rules and floor
protocol. And he’s thrilled
to be named to the Small
Business Committee and
the Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Com-
mittee.

“The common analogy

FOR"
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D.C.-bound

Bentivolio’s congressmnal term starts on Jan. 3

HAL GOULD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

U.S. Congressman Kerry Bentivolio, shown near the grapevine arbor at his Milford home, is gearing up for his two-year
term in Washington, D.C. Congress reconvenes Jan. 3.

is ‘drinking water from
a water hose,” he said

of the whirlwind weeks.
“They keep it coming at
7o they just keep piling
ito

Two standing rules
Yet as different as his
world has become of late,
Bentivolio said his focus

is intact.

“I have two standing
rules: To be in the district
as often as possible based
on the congressional cal-
endar, and to give my
constituents a real con-
gressman. They deserve
that,” he said.

For his first “rule,” he
has leased an office at 770

Welch Road in Commerce
Township, near M-5 and
Maple Road. The space is
set to open in early Feb-
ruary. He's also estab-
lishing a mobile office to
take to various cities and
townships in his district.
“We'll park it in Can-
ton for a week or two,
move it to Livonia, Troy,
Auburn Hills, Birming-
ham, White Lake, High-
land, I'm reaching out to
folks about issues and
concerns — and it will be
bipartisan. If I can help
and they are in my dis-
trict, Ill listen,” he said.
Visits to his office in
D.C. are welcome, too.
“I've instructed my

YOUR
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staff that they can inter-
rupt what I'm doing if
someone stops in to say
‘hi,” he said.

Benuvalm plans to “hit
the ground running”
when Congress recon-
venes after the Decem-
ber break. One of his pri-
orities, he said, is “getting
to the bottom of Beng-
hazi-gate” — referring
to the Sept. 11 terrorist
attack in Benghazi, Libya,
which killed U.S. Ambas-
sador Chris Stevens and
three other Americans.
There are lingering ques-
tions regarding its mis-
representation by U.S.
officials for weeks after-
ward, as well as mis-

takes the Obama admin-
istration may have made
in handling the deadly
assault, he said.

“I'm not letting this go
away. I'm going fo bring
this to the carpet — I
want to know what went
on, why they were left
in the lurch. And then
T'm going to tell the pub-
lic and let the public
deal with it. If someone
dropped the ball, we are
going to find out,” Ben-
tivolio said.

Open dialogue
Bentivolio also wants to
“show people the light”
when it comes to the bar-
rage of new taxes that

will soon come into effect
with the Affordable
Health Care Act, com-
monly called Obamacare.
“There are 23 new addi-
tional taxes, and peo-
ple aren't talking about
it. I want people to know
what's happening,” he
said.

And as a member of
the Small Business Com-
mittee, Bentivolio has
already set the wheels in
motion by putting togeth-
er a plan to invite busi-
ness owners and business
leaders to have open dia-
logue about job creation
and challenges they face.
He hopes to have input
from each city and town-
ship in his district.

As a politician who cam-
paigned against big gov-
ernment as well as exces-
sive federal spending
and borrowing, Bentivo-
lio said his work at the
national level will contin-
ue to reflect those views,
as well as his staunch
support for the First
Amendment.

“T'll question every-
thing and always give
people the straight scoop
— and 'm willing to work
with anyone,” he said.
“But I am just one voice,
just one voice out of 435
(House members),”

‘And he’s determined
not to lose his enthusiasm
— or commitment to his
district.

“I'm having the time of
my life. This is 50 excit-
ing,” Bentivolio said.
“But this is all about ser-
vice and getting the job
done. That's what this is

about.”

awingblad@hometownlife.com
(248) 6851507, ext. 261
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THEATERS

Continued from page A2

The classic theater in
downtown Royal Oak,
which has been operat-
ed by Landmark since
1997, has three screens
with DLP Digital projec-
tion and sound. The the-
atre was originally built
in the early 1940s as a sin-
gle-screen theater. The
Main is in a great loca-
tion, and is surround-
ed by a number of galler-
ies, restaurants and oth-
er businesses that draw
eclectic crowds to Roy-
al Oak. Today, the theater
features a great selec-
tion of independent films
and foreign language cin-
ema, and serves a variety
of concessions including
Great Lakes Coffee.

* Penn Theatre

760 Penniman Avenue,

Plymouth

(734) 453-0870

www.penntheatre.com

Located in the heart
of charming downtown
Plymouth across from
Kellogg Park, the historic
Penn Theatre has a single
screen and can seat 405
people. Operated by the
non-profit Friends of the
Penn, the theater shows
current second run mov-
ies, independent films,
classic film festivals,
school field trips, occa-
sional live musical perfor-
mances and facility rent-
als for community groups
and corporate events.

The Penn opened in 1941
and changed ownership
many times before clos-
ing in 2003. Eriends of the
Penn formed in 2005 and
with the help of local busi-
nessman Don Soenen,
who purchased the build-

ing, reopened the theater

in September of 2006, It is

considered a community

jewel by local residents.
ford Theatre

17360 Lahser Road,

Detroit

(313) 5372560

httpy/redfordtheatre.
com

Originally opened in

1928 and billed as “Amer-
ica’s Most Unique Subur-
ban Playhouse,” the Red-
ford Theatre in 1977 was
purchased by the non-
profit Motor City The-
atre Organ Society, which
has restored the old movie
house. The 1,571-seat Red-
ford was designed in Exot-
ic Revival style with Jap-
anese motifs, and in 1985
was accepted into the
National Register of His-
toric Places. Known for its
wonderfully-rehabilitat-
ed pipe organ and huge 20
foot by 40 foot screen, the
theater has been metic-
ulously restored by an
army of volunteers. The
Redford is an elegant old
theater. The interior —
proclaimed to be one of
the city’s ten best interi-
ors by the Detroit Chap-
ter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects —and
the old pipe organ pmvlde
avery unique movie going
experience,

Current film program-
ming at the Redford con-
sists of a bi-weekly mov-
ie series that ranges from
silent films through the
classic musicals of the
1940s-1960s to films from
the 1990s. Spring and fall
festivals featuring films
of the Three Stooges have
grown in popularity.

The theater will be
showing Alfred Hitch-
cock’s classic “Strangers
On A Train” Jan. 4-5.
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Dee Dee Dittmar helped
organize Livonia Town Hall

By Ken Abramazyk
Staff Witer

Violet “Dee Dee” Dit-
tmar was well-known in
Livonia for her volunteer
work.

As she served on the
committee of Livonia
Town Hall in its early
days more than 40 years
ago and continued as its
president this year, she
managed to organize and
schedule celebrity guest
speakers.

“Not only did it raise
alot of money for some
great charities in our
ccommunity, it brought
a wealth of entertainers
to our community,” said
Jim McCann, a Livonia
city council member and
alongtime friend of the
Dittmar family.

Dittmar died Thursday
at her Livonia home. She
was 82. Funeral arrange-
ments were not yet com-
pleted as of early Friday
afternoon at the Neely
Turowski Funeral Home,

Dittmar always enjoyed
the volunteer work she
did. When she was hon-
ored by the Livonia
Observer with a First Cit-
izen award at the Leader-
ship and Awards Celebra-
tion in January, she told
the Observer she helped
organize the Livonia
Town Hall series “to do
something for herself.”

“I wanted that for my

Dee Dee Diftmar was honored by the Livonia Observer

Celebration in January.

own enjoyment,” Dittmar
said. “With the Human
Relations Commission
and the Town Hall, I do
enjoy them because I
never get bored.”

McCann nominated her
for that award for her
“upbeat personality and
energy” on boards and
leadership positions, and
“always looking to make
a positive difference.”

Dittmar was known for
her engaging, disarm-
ing personality. “She was
the voice in the room
heard above all others,”
McCann said. “She was
a fun, fun person to be
around.”

with a First Citizen award at the Leadership and Awards.

McCann's parents knew
the Dittmars when Jim's
father, former 16th Dis-
trict Judge Jim McCann,
taught in Dearborn with
Dee Dee Dittmar, the
councilman said. The
families lived just doors
away from each oth-
er and Mayor Jack Kirk-
sey in Livonia. McCann's
father appointed Ditt-
mar to the Human Rela-
tions Commission when
the commission was first
formed.

Her volunteerism
shined on the Town Hall
series, McCann said: “She
was the one who would
make sure the checks

were paid for the ads, she
set up the speakers and
would pick them up at the
airport.”

Dittmar was well-
known at the Community
Resources Department,
where Linda McCann,
who is married to council-
man McCann, directs that
department and worked
with her on community
events.

Dittmar served on the
‘Town Hall committee.
in the early days of the
series, which she said
was initiated by parents
of Bentley High School
students looking to raise
funds for the American
Field Service program.
When that program fad-
ed, the Town Hall series
started raising funds for
other programs such as
the Livonia Symphony,
Seedlings Braille Books
for Children, Livonia Civ-
ic Chorus and the Visual
Arts Association of Livo-
nia.

Dittmar chaired the
Human Relations Com-
mission which, along with
Madonna University, con-
ducted its annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Celebra-
tion at Livonia City Hall.

Dittmar loved toread,

50 she also devoted her
time to the Friends of the
Library, serving on the
board for the past five

Please see DITTMAR, A7
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Canton

Child death case moves
forwar
A former Canton mother and her ex-
boyfriend are inching closer to a poten-
tial trial for the drug overdose death of
her child, 19-month-old Silas Rodgers.
Andrea Nicole Rodgers, 20, and Ryan
Keith Moody, 25, are expected to appear
Jan. 4 in Wayne County Circuit Court
e, a routine
moving toward

disposition.

The couple stood mute Dec. 13 and a
not-guilty plea was entered for them in
circuit court.

Rodgers and Moody are charged with
involuntary manslaughter and second-
degree child abuse for the June 9 death
of the toddler inside the Maben Road
home where the couple formerly lived.

During a preliminary examination in
late November in 35th District Court,
Canton Detective Tim Wright testified
that the toddler died after he ingested
Suboxone — a drug used to treat addic-
tion to other substances such as hero-
in. Authorities have said the drug, pre-
seribed to Moody, was improperly
stored when Silas managed to get it and
ingest it.

If convicted, the couple could face
penalties ranging up to 15 years in pris-
on.

Livonia ¥

Christmas fire investigated

The Livonia Fire Department con-
tinued an investigation into a fire ata
home on Riverside Christmas night.

A Christmas party was taking place
at the home when children who were
downstairs in the basement ran upstairs
to alert adults on the first floor of
smoke, according to Fire Marshal Dan
Lee. Smoke detectors also went off,
which alerted them of the fire.

Livonia firefighters were contacted
shortly after 8 p.m. The fire was extin-
guished by hreflghters Lee said.

ined to the
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trations in the vehicle because it makes
an easy access to the home for thieves.
If the opener can be seen, the thief
often will steal the vehicle. “Sometimes
thieves will steal the vehicle just to get
into the home,” Goralski said. “That
didn’t happen in this case, but those
items should be kept out of the vehicle.”

Farmington

Underage drinking

Police stopped a car for speeding on
eastbound M-5 near Farmington Road
on Dec. 22. The driver was cited for
speeding and a 20-year-old passenger
who had been drinking at a party was
cited for minor in ion, after sub-

AREA POLICE BRIEFS

E PUBLIC SAFETY

Breaking and entering

A 21-year-old resident on Polk Ct.
called police when it was discovered
that someone had broken into the home
and took two television sets, a DVD
player and laptop computer collectively
valued at $1,700.

Door kicked in

A neighbor on Harlowshire contacted
police after he noticed an unknown car-
had been parked in a nearby driveway
and the front door kicked in. A laptop
and jewelry of unknown valued were
reported missing Dec. 12,

Garden City

mitting to a preliminary breath test with
aresult of .09.

Drinking and fighting

On the afternoon of Dec. 20, three
people were arrested at Chatham Hills
Apartments, 36135 Grand River, after
police received a report of people fight-
ing and arrived to break up the fight.
Police learned that a resident there
had two friends over to drink and play
cards when the fight broke out between
the visitors. In trying to separate the
two, one of them kicked an officer and
attempted to flee. The resident later
admitted to pointing a starter pistol at
the two combatants in order to intimi-
date them and get them to stop fighting.
All three were arrested and a warrant
request was sent to the Oakland Coun-

L horized debit card use

A 55-year-old Garden City woman
called the Garden City police Dec. 24
after she discovered withdrawals total-
ing $600 were made using her debit
card.The victim told the police that she
had not authorized the transactions and
had not provided her PIN to anyone.

The withdrawals were made at local
businesses and police have learned
there is video of the transactions.

‘The matter remains under investiga-
tion.

Retail fraud

Loss Prevention Officers at K Mart,
29600 Ford Road, contacted Garden City
police Dec. 23 after observing a shopper
removing price tags from merchandise
and then concealing that merchandise.

ty ’s Office for

on charges of felonious assault, resist-
ing and obstructing a police officer and
simple assault.

Residential B&E

On the afternoon of Dec. 19, a resident
of Wilmarth Street reported returning
home to find a broken window on the
door of the sunroom, but no items tak-
en. There were also pry marks around
the door frame and handle. The resident
is in the process of moving and did not
spend the night at the house.

“It was
there was no fire damage on the first
floor,” Lee said. There was some smoke
and water damage, and minimal struc-
tural damage, Lee said.

The home's occupants managed to get
out of the house. One of the guests at the
home was treated and released at a local
hospital for smoke inhalation.

Lee said the cause of the fire was still
under investigation.

GPS stolen

A GPS unit was stolen on Dec. 21 from
the dashboard of a Chrysler Town &
Country van while it was parked at a
medical office on the 38000 block of Ann
Arbor Road. The GPS was ripped from
the dashboard, and several CDs and
DVDs were also stolen from the vehi-
cle. The door’s lock had been punched
in order for the thieves to enter the van
and steal the items.

Fire started at business

Livonia police and firefighters
responded to a report of a small fire at
Levan Wine Palace, 36147 Plymouth, at
8:10 p.m. Dec. 21.

Police and firefighters responded and
found that small flames were burning at
the base of the front wall of the business
near the front door. Wood paneling out-
side the building had caught fire. The
paneling was located near a cement gar-
bage can, located outside the front door,
that served as an ashtray for smokers.

Car stolen

A 2002 gray Dodge Intrepid was sto-
len the afternoon of Dec. 23 from the
parking lot at Busch’s Market, 37830 Six
Mile. The owner reported that he had
sports equipment in the trunk, sunglass-
es and CDs. He also had his car registra-
tion and his garage door opener in the
vehicle.

Lt. Tom Goralski said motorists should
not keep garage door openers and regis-

of marijuana/
warrants

On Dec. 17, a traffic stop was made
of a slow moving car on westbound M-
S near Halsted. An odor of marijuana
was detected and a search showed that
the male passenger had a baggie of mar-
ijuana in his pocket and two baggies of
marijuana in a boxing glove in the back
seat. He was arrested for possession
of marijuana, as well as warrants out
of the West Bloomfield and Royal Oak
police departments for interfering with
a police officer.

Farmington Hills

Larceny

A 27-year-old apartment resident,on
Jefferson Ct. reported to police that a
Fed Ex package she knew would arrive
was stolen from outside her front door
Dec. 22. The woman told police she
called Fed Ex, whose representatives
informed her that the package had been
delivered. She also told police that a
neighbor said the package was at her
door, but was later gone.

Cigarettes taken

The manager for the Citgo gas sta-
tion at 29420 10 Mile Road called police
when she discovered that the build-
ing had been entered by someone who
smashed the window open Dec, 20.
Police investigated and with the man-
ager’s confirmation discovered that 63
cartons of cigarettes had been stolen.

Auto parts stolen

A.J. Danboise at 31015 Grand Riv-
er called police Dec. 19 when it was dis-
covered that someone had removed and
stolen catalytic converters that were in
four Ford Econoline vans and a GMC
pickup truck. The converters were val-
ued at $3,500.

The 42-y 1d Garden City woman
was conffonted by police officers and

Garden City. The resident told police he
had locked, but not dead bolted a pedes-
trian door to the garage the night before
and discovered the theft at 6:30 a.m.

Another resident in the area also con-
tacted police to report there had been
search activity in his garage overnight
but nothing was taken.

Theft

A resident of the 31000 block of John
Hauk called Garden City police Dec. 20
after discovering an air compressor and
snow blower with a total value of about
$500 had been taken from his garage
overnight.

The victim surmised that entry had
been gained through a side door with
avery weak locking mechanism. The
police were able to obtain the serial
number for the snow blower and it was
entered into the nationwide database as
stolen property.

Redford

Redford Clinic broken into

Police are investigating a robbery that
took place Dec. 21 at the Redford Clinic,
25241 Grand River.

Police were called to the clinic after
an alarm sounded at the clinic during
the early morning hours of Dec. 21. The
front door was found pried open with
the locking mechanism broken. No one
was found inside the clinic, and noth-
ing was found missing from inside,
although several drawers and cabinets
were opened.

Home into

nearly $400 in
was recovered, including a new pair of
boots the suspect was now wearing.

The woman was arrested and taken to
GCPD where she was issued a violation
for retail fraud.

Stolen car

A 1996 Mercury Grand Marquis was
reported stolen from the lot of the Gar-
den City Towers located at 6120 Middle-
belt on Dec. 22.

‘The owner told police he had parked
the vehicle at 3 p.m. the previous day
and discovered it missing at 7 a.m. the
next morning.

Both sets of keys have been accounted
for, according to Garden City police.

Drunken driving

A 22-year-old Dearborn woman was
arrested Dec. 22 for operating while
intoxicated after an officer observed
her in the area of Ford and Hartel in
Garden City travelling at 60 mph in a 40
mph zone.

The woman was unable to produce an
driver’s license and it was discovered
her driving privileges were suspended.

She was taken into custody for OWI
and DWLS her vehicle impounded and
was lodged at the Garden City Police
Department.

Property damage

Garden City police responded Dec. 21
to investigate a car alarm at 4:30 a.m. in
the 30900 block of Bock. After checking
the vehicle with the owner, no evidence
of criminal activity was discovered.

The vehicle owner later contacted
police to report he did discover a door
handle had been damaged. The victim
also reported that, while there was noth-
ing missing, the suspect had apparent-
ly left his or her own coat in the vehicle.
The coat was turned over to police.

A homeowner in the 31200 block of
Block called Garden City police Dec. 20
after discovering someone had broken
into the home and stolen $3,000 in jewelry.

The victim told police that the family
had been away from the residence most
of the day and discovered the crime
upon their return.

The police found that a window had
been forced open to gain entry.

Theft

About $700 in tools and a cell phone
were discovered missing Dec. 20 from a
garage in the 30900 block of Elmwood in

A home in the 11300 block of Appleton
was reportedly broken into around Dec.
21 for the second time in two months.

The homeowners contacted police and
told them the home was broken into via
the front door. The home was intact when
police arrived The home was broken into
in October where copper piping, a hot
water heater and a furnace was taken.

RTFD rescues dog

Redford police and the fire depart-
ment responded to a house fire on Dec.
22 in the 19200 block of Garfield.

The homeowner told police he woke
up to a strong smell of smoke. He got
out of his bed, and grabbed one of his
dogs to get out of the house. His other
dog ran upstairs, and he was not unable
to find it. Firefighters entered the home
and rescued the dog. The fire, which the
RTFD deemed not suspicious, was then
put out.

Handgun, wallet stolen

A vehicle parked in the 13900 block of
San Jose was broken into Dec. 22 and
had several items stolen. - :

«The vehicle, which was unlncked cnnh
tained the victim’s wallet and a hand-
gun in the trunk. The victim told police
someone entered the car while it was in
his driveway. The gun was entered into
LEIN and a statement was taken fmm
the victim.

Plymouth Township

Wheel caps stolen

The center caps on all four wheels of a
Chevrolet Silverado were reportedly sto-
len Dec. 16 or Dec. 17 while the vehicle
was parked in the driveway of a house
on Winesap Drive, a Plymouth Township
Police department report said. There
was no damage to the Silverado.

Reindeer vandali;

Someone drove a vehicle over alight-
ed reindeer figure in Plymouth Town-
ship on the night of Dec. 16, police said.
The vandalism cecurred outside a house
on Terry Street.

Scrapper strikes

Someone cut the catalytic converter:
from underneath a Chevrolet Cavalier in
Plymouth Township on Dee. 23, a police
report said. The car was parked at the time
outside an apartment on Risman Drive.

ST. MARY MERCY
LIVONIA

SAINT JOSEPH MERCY HEALTH SYSTEM

The Center for
Joint Replacement

Re-Discover Freedom

Leam more at our
FREE Education Seminar
6108pm.
st. Mary Mercy Livonia
Wednesday, January 23, Classroom 10

To register call 734-655-2345
stmarymercy.org

Are you living in pain?
Now is the time to
Rediscover your mobilify.

The Center for Joint Replacement at

St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a comprehensive

team approach which results in shorfer
hospital stays, befter pain

Many people are
wrongly rejected when
they apply for Social
Security Disability ben-
efits. Money was taken
out of their paychecks
for Social Security
taxes to ensure that they
would receive disabllity
benefits if they could no
fonger work full-time. Sadly, the
government denies approxl-
mately 60% of those who apply
for isability benefits

Attorneys J.B. Bleske and
Jennifer Alfonsi have 42 years
combined experience represent-
ing only Social Security disabllity
clients. And they personally meet
with all clients and appear
personally at all court hear-

Ings. Many large firms asslgn
Inexperlenced atiomeys to your
case. And some of thesa fims
are located thousands of miles
away and only fly the attorney
in the day of the court hearing.
Attorneys Bleske and Alfonsi

even set.

yet

and faster recovery.

Tocal

@ vast expe
Michigan judges.

AN

"SOCIAL SECURITY |

Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi
ften make a winning differ-
ence at the application stage.
And, if an appeal fs necessary
they have won several hundred
cases before a court date s

Those dened can appeal on
their own but statistics for many
years reveal that those repre-
sented by atiorneys win a much
higher percentage of appeals.
And attorneys who specialize in
Social Security Disability cases
win a much higher percentage

In addition to practicing only
Social Security disability law
attorney Bieske has writen a
book for attorneys about the

subject and has been
Interviewed on various
television programs.
Both attorney Bieske
and Alfons have also
been interviewed on
radio programs and have
given speeches fo many.
groups.

Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsi
offer free phone or office can-
sultation. If they represent you,
there will be no fee charged
until after the case is won. The
fe s a percentage of retroactive
benefits.

Bieske and Alfonsi represent 3
clients from all over the state of &
Michigan. Their Livonia office  §
i5 on Six Mile Road Just west of
1-275. Their Novi offce is located
on Haggerty Road Just north of
12 Mile Road. Call them at
1-800-331-3530 for a free con-
sultation If you Have been denied,
or if you are thinking of possibly
applying for Social Security
benefits.

www.ssdfighter.
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Livonia native retires from
‘The President’s Own’ band

Marine Band principal
clarinet Master Gunnery
Sgt. Lisa Kadala, a Livo-
nia native, has retired
after 28 years of active
duty service with “The
President’s Own.”

Her retirement was
effective Dec. 14.

Kadala began her musi-
cal training at age 11. She
graduated in 1979 from
Churchill High School. In
1984, she earned a bache-
lor’s degree in music per-
formance at the Univer-
sity of Michigan School
of Music in Ann Arbor,
where she studied with

featured
soloist
and per-

8 formed at
the White
House, in
the Wash-
ington,
D.C., met-
ropoli-
tan area, and across the
country during the band’s
annual concert tour. She
was featured as a tour
soloist in 1994, 1997, 1999
and 2003, and has per-
formed numerous oth-

er solos with “The Pres-
ident’s Own” including

Kadala

Medal. According to her
commendation letter by
Gen. James F. Amos, Com-
mandant of the Marine
Corps: “Whether perform-
ing at the White House,

on the concert stage, on
the parade deck, or at
Arlington National Cem-
etery, Master Gunnery
Sgt. Kadala's contributions
to the musical reputation
of the Marine Band are
matched only by her ded-
ication to and compassion
for her fellow Marines, By
virtue of her exceptional
leadership, steadfast devo-
tion to duty, and uncom-

ILivomial

What a Great
Year We Had
in 2012!

..And, we met
some really great
neighbors, too.

Eric and Elizabeth Ladwi
Your Livonia UPS Siore family owners since 1996

Your Livonia UPS Store always enjoys working with so many good people on
community projects. And this year was no exception.

In May, we joined our neighbors and business and government leaders to
collect two tons of canned food for Angel’s Place, which provides community
living opportunities for developmentally disabled adults.

In August, we partnered with the Goodfellows, Dennis Wright and Alpha
-year nationally respected business, to coordinate and distribute over
300 back-to-school kits for families that needed a han

September saw us partnering with our Livonia Public Schools as a sponsor
for Back-to-School festivities at Stevenson High School. Our donation of the
printing for the event’s posters and banners enabled the Livonia Community
Foundation to set aside even more funding for our public schools

On September 27, we partnered with John Hiltz of OHM, Steve Futrell of

John Mohler. Kadalawon ~ Aaron Copland’s Concerto  mon virtuosity in a position
aMarine Band clarinet for Clarinet and Orches-  of great musical respon-
audition and enlisted in tra and Morton Gould's sibility, Master Gunnery
the U.S. Marine Corps in Derivations for Clari- Sgt. Kadala reflected great
January 1985. She was net and Winds, which was  credit upon herself and
appointed principal clari-  included on the Marine upheld the highest tradi- USA. a5
net in 1992, becoming the  Band’s 10-disc set, The tions of the Marine Corps a
first female to hold this Bicentennial Collection. and the United States
position. During the retirement Naval Service.”
With the Marine Band, ceremony, Kadala received Kadala currently lives
Kadala was a frequently the Meritorious Service in Alexandria, Va.
Livonia Sy
approachable and always  tookit to a fine art. She

DITTMAR

Continued from page AS

years. She served as avol-
unteer at the Friend of the
Library’s book sales and
donated time to work at the
book store to raise money
for the library’s programs.
Dittmar also was one
of two founding mem-
bers of Friends of Green-
mead. That group has
raised thousands of dol-
lars on garden walks and
Christmas walks to help
pay for restoring New-
burg Church, rebuilding
Blue House, refurbishing
Hill House and beautify-
ing the Greenmead His-
torical Village grounds.
Her personality
impressed those who met
her for the first time or
were longtime friends.
“Dee was always very

very nice,” Jim McCann
said. “Even when I was
in college, T could stop by
there and visit with them.
I always felt comfortable
going over there and hav-
ing a drink with Dee Dee
and (her husband) Norby.
1 was a 24-year-old kid,
but Dee Dee was so easy
to get along with.”
McCann also remem-
bers Dittmar for her late-
night singing on a balco-
ny at a cottage up north
with family members,
which left neighbors not
too pleased. “She always
liked to sing God Bless
America,” McCann said.
The next-door neighbor
put up a “for sale” sign
the following week.
Kirksey said her fami-
ly reflected her gregar-
iousness that was Ditt-
mar’s trademark. “She

was so upbeat and full
of life, and so positive
about everything,” Kirk-
sey said.

On commissions, Dit-
tmar and Kirksey met
to discuss commission
activities and events on a
business level that often
required what the mayor
called “candor.”

“But it was always a
nice expenence talking
with her,” Kirksey said.

McCann said her death
is the loss of a true volun-
teer in Livonia.

““She was one who
always felt she was part
of this community,” he
said. “I'm glad she got
that (First Citizen) before
we lost her.”

kabramcz@hometownlife.com
(313) 2222591
Twitter: @KenAbramcz
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Celebration.
Our company philosophy is. umplc Give back to the community you are a
part of, with your time, energy and finances, to the best of your ability

Solutions and Brian Parel of Schostak Brothers & Co. to host the
40th
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Did you know....

the price you pay for shipping at your Five Mile & Newburgh
UPS Store is the same as the UPS Hub at Schoolcraft & Middlebelt?

UPS Store No. 3011 — Owners: Eric & Liz Ladwig
37637 Five Mile Livonia, Michigan 48154

SW corner of 5 Mile & Newburgh

(734) 542-9200
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By Joanne Maliszewski
Observer Staff Writer

Think it's easy to go
viral? Ask Owen Weber.

He will tell you he has
dabbled, fiddled, worked
hard and honed his come-
dic and film and vid-
eoskills for quite a few
years. And then it hap-
pened.

His one minute, 13-
second video, “Char-
lie Brown’s School of
Dance,” has, indeed, gone
viral from the Huffing- ,
ton Post website to Mash-
able.com and other small-
er sites and blogs in
between. And now Weber
and his short video have
been recognized by TV
Guide as one of its Top
Videos of the Week.

‘Wait. Before you click
on the video play arrow,
notice TV Guide's intro-
ductory paragraph:

Move over Spielberg

Midwest Emmy nominee’s short video goes viral and catches ‘TV Guide' nod

“Do.
you suf-
fer from
“chora-
phobia,”
aka.
the fear
of danc-
ing? Not
to wor-
ry. This instructional
video, featuring all the
sweet moves of the Pea-
nuts clan, will get your
hips shaking and your
toes tapping in no time,
with steps like “the waft-
ing odor” and “the zombie
M.C. Hammer.”"

Short. Sweet. And an
effective parody of the
Peanuts gang that has
earned more than 160,000
views.

“It was timed real-
ly well,” said the Farm-
ington Hills native. “You
have to have relevancy to
the season. And length is

Weber

key to having a success-
ful video.”

Steven Spielberg take
notice! Weber, who
shoots, directs and pro-
duces advertising video
for a division of Comcast
in Chicago, is a stand-up
comedian, comedic writ-
er, incredibly skilled in
video and film and is
working his way up the
long ladder,

He doesn't expect to
be plucked up out of the
crowd of young filmmak-
ers. Not that he would
turn it down. He doesn’t
imagine himself as a male
Lana Turner discovered
ata soda shop or Opie
turned Academy Award
winner Ron Howard.

But he has his goals
and his path. “I am at the
beginning of a long jour-
ney. This (video gone
viral) is an encouraging
thing to bring some sem-

SHARE MORE OF

THE THINGS YOU LOVE

blance of success.”

Wanting to be a film-
maker or TV show mak-
er - with his characteris-
tically comedic edge —
isn't easy. He knows it.
But he’s sticking to his
dreams, even after a hor-
rible internship and lit-
tle money — so little that
eating stale bread was
more the norm than the
unusual,

“The internship at least
gave the me chance to
get some video work so T
could doademo to geta
aid Weber, who was
i Farmington Hills
visiting his family during
the holidays.

Weber has always been
interested in comedy, has
long been writing come-
dic material and has a
degree in film, advertis-
ing and communication
arts from Michigan State
University in 2005.

verizon

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.

Show off your new hobbies with Pinterest and
shareable data on America’s Largest 4G LTE Network.

SHAREEverything™
Plan

“ Intuition™ by LG
Android™smartphone with
tablet productivity

§14999

999

Unlimited TALK
Unlimited TEXT

Shareable DATA onup to. 10d.evuces

Spectrum™2by LG
Break free with
wireless charging

54999

Right now though, he
is ecstatic that his video,
posted some two-to-three
weeks ago, has been
noticed not only by thou-
sands of viewers, but has
caught the enterprising

eye of world-famous TV
Guide.

But his humility is far
too understated. Visitors
to his website, owenwe-
berlive.com will see it'’s
pretty clear this young
man has some accom-
plishments of which to be
proud.

First of all, Weber is a
three-time Chicago Mid-
west Emmy nominee, a
3-time CAB award win-
ner and a five-time Tel-
ly award winner. Not
bad for his budding film
career.

On the comedy side of
his career, we're not talk-
ing about someone who
just likes to entertain his
friends and family with
quick-witted tidbits. To
quote his website: “I man-
ufacture jokes. Then
they go through a rigor-
ous testing process. Some
make it to market. Many
are recalled.

“Owen Weber is a
Detroit native who has
spent the last six years
in Chicago performing
live and creating comedy
shorts.

“He has worked with
nationally touring comics
like Chelsea Handler (E!'s
Chelsea Lately), Greg
Vaccarello (The Tonight
Show with Jay Leno, The
King of Queens), Steve
Tott (A&E, Comedy Cen-
tral) and Ben Creed
(Comedy’s Dirtiest Doz-
en). Owen can current-

online at hometownlife.com

ly be seen doing standup
and improv at a variety
of venues across the Mid-
west.”

One more thing. Any-
one who reads US Week-
ly’s Fashion Police page,
should carefully look
below the stars and out-
fits and notice the name
Owen Weber. As a free-
lance comedy writer,
Weber offers his quips on
the latest divas and their
fashions.

The love of comedy
began a long time ago.

“But it wasn’t until his
senior year at MSU when
he really took it public.
He auditioned for a stand-
up comedy competition
aptly named, “Last Spar-
tan Standing.”

“T thought it was now
or never,” Weber said. He
was one of the finalists
and moved on to the next
level. At the actual com-
petition, he expected an
audience of maybe 50 at
the most.

Weber was the first one
on. “I had never done this
before and I got second
place.” From that he was
booked at a comedy club
in Novi and later Grand
Rapids and was repre-
sented by an agent.

All these years lat-
er, Weber knows he's on
the right track. “T have
agood mix of film and
comedy. You've got to
laugh,” he said. “For my
future there is more of
the same and I know I am
capable of doing some-
thing people want to
watch.”

jmaliszews@hometowniife.com
(313)550-8558

Thrift Stores hold

New Year

's Day sale

Step into the new year locations, including stores
withanew lookand a in Canton, Garden City,
fresh start with the help of ~ Livonia and Redford, will
the Salvation Army’s annu-  offer S0 percent off cloth-
al New Year’s Day Sale. ing from 7am. to 10 p.m.

All 33 metro Detroit Sal-  on Tuesday, Jan. 1.
vation Army thrift store In addition to 50 per-

cent savings on cloth-
ing, shoppers will have

ies to pick up
great deals on accesso-
ries, home goods and oth-

R R oL st |  exitems i bonus sales

and
Operaled Since 1555 stores (hroughnul the day
in other departments.
Proceeds from all
stores benefit The Sal-
vation Army Southeast
Michigan Adult Rehabil-

—VICHAEL J. FISHER

Approachable
iffordable

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH BURIAL
includes metal casket, outer burial

ntainer, viewing & service

Cemetery fees not included

BASIC CREMATION

includes cremation process

*5700 additional for Memorial Services
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH CREMATION

includes casket facade,
iewing & se

$2995

LSRR wetamed

24501 Five Mile Road  Redford
(Between Becch Daly and Telegraph)

(313.535.3030

herfuneral.net

itation Centers, indepen-
dently funded, 180-day
residential rehabilitation
program for adults.

Completely self-fund-
ed, the ARC draws its
entire operating budget
from the revenue of the
33 Salvation Army Thrift
Stores located in south-
east Michigan. For more
information, visit www.
salarmythrift.com or call
(313) 965-7760.
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739525-1930
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Pursue nghts after high-pressure sales pitch works

By Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

Q: Dear Rick: | got talked
into doing something —
buying a variable annuity —
that | regret. | realize it was a
mistake. When | told my son
what | had bought he pointed
out some things that I didn't
know and after having second
thoughts, | want my money
back. | contacted my agent the
day after | bought the annuity
and he said nothing could
be done without incurring a
substantial penalty. My son
wants me to hire an attorney
because of the high-pressured
sales tactics and that the
policy doesn't make sense for
me, Is there anything I can
do on my own without having
to hire an attorney? | feel
incredibly stupid.

A: First of all, don’t
feel stupid. These
things happen. The

reason
many
sales
people
use these
high-
pres-
sured
tactics is

ecause
they
- work. My

general
advice for everyone is
that when a salesperson
is putting pressure on
you, that is a sure sign
that you need to take
some time and think
about your decision.
That being said, all
is not lost and you do
have an opportunity to
potentially reverse the
transaction.

When you purchase
an annuity in Michigan,
you have the right to

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

Nationwide.
But still very, very local.

Get great local service with Nationwide®.

HEIDI KUSSURELIS AGENCY INC
Heidi A Kussurelis
kussurh@nationwide.com
5918 Lilley Rd Ste 1

Canton, M| 43187
(734) 927-3730

On Your Side

Home Life Business

Auto

Nationwide®

cancel the transaction
generally within 10
days of receiving the
policy. Since you have
not yet received your
policy, the 10-day

rule would protect
you. Since you do not
have confidence in
your agent, I would
recommend that you
contact the home office
of the company for
their procedures how
to cancel the policy.
You generally have to
notify them in writing
solr that

High-pressure sales
tactics have been
around for generations.
Sometimes salespeople
use aggressive tactics
because people may need
that push to complete
the transaction. Other
times it’s just to pressure
someone into doing
something that they
really don’t want to do.
Why they do it does
not matter to me. My
general rule is if T start
feeling any pressure
from a salesperson, I

terminate the meeting.
Aggressive
salespeople are not
confined to the financial
world; they are in every
part of our society.
However, that doesn’t
mean that we have to
subscribe to it. There
are many salespeople
in every facet of life
who do not employ
aggressive tactics.
Instead, they try to
educate the client and
help them make the
right decision. Those
are the that

you send notification
by first-class, certified
mail, return receipt
requested. In addition,
if they accept emails
send one. By doing

all of this, you should
be able to cancel the
transaction and receive
your money back.

oy Not et s

the meeting and tell
them I need more time
to make a decision.

Of course, in many
situations the sales
people will try another
approach to try to get
you to sign. Once again,
you have to be firm and

you have to use.

In the financial
industry, there are
many advisers that
work on a fee-only
basis. They charge a
fee for their service
and receive nothing
from any investment

Your Year Round
Carhartt Headquarters

carbhartt &

20295 Mlddlehelg Road e Livon

ks South of 8 Mile

248-477-4434

MOVE IN BY FEBRUARY 1, 2013, AND WE’LL PAY UP TO
*

$1,000 TOWARD YOUR MOVING COST:

Enjoy a Worry ree Winter

at Waltonwood

they recommend. As
far as I am concerned
you'll have a much
better chance of being
successful by using
a fee-only adviser
without the cloud of
conflicts of interest
that exist with many
financial salespersons.
If you've been taken
advantage of by an
aggressive salesperson,
particularly in the
financial industry, you
have rights and you
should never hesitate to
pursue them.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website
is www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. If you would like
Bloom to respond to your.
questions, please e-mail him
at rick@bloomassetmanage-
ment.com.

Shop Local!
No shipping .

Gone are the days when cold weather would keep you from getting out to visit friends or to the store.
about snow removal or slipping on the way to the mailbox.

No morg worri

Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with endless opportunities outside your door. With friendly neighbors,
convenient amenities, personal staff and caregivers onsite, you're free to choose how you spend the day.

Spacious apartments * Housekeeping & maintenance « Delicious, home-cooked meals * Activities and scheduled transportation
Pet friendly community * Personalized care services available

Two locatio:

CARRIAGE PARK

in Canton. Call and schedul

your personal tour today.

WALTONWCDD

Redefining Retirement Living®

Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living
(734) 3350947
2000 N Canton Center Road

CHERRY HiLL

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care
(734) 335-1459
42600 Cherry Hill

* Independent Living only. See community for complete details

www.Waltonwood.com
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Local hockey coach enthralls youngsters with his tales

By Susan Steinmueller
Observer Staff Witer

‘When Paul Lubanski
visited his hockey star
son in Alaska, he was
intrigued by how moose
wander around the neigh-
borhoods there.

He wove it into his first
children’s book, Bonky,

a Moose and the Mag-
ic Hockey Stick, which
he read Thursday at the
Farmington Hills Com-
munity Library.

“My youngest son lived
in Alaska the last three
years and the moose wan-
dered freely in the little
town,” he said, explain-
ing to the young audience
how he got the idea for
the book, before reading
the tale.

He showed them a pho-
to he snapped of a moose

Paul Lubanski takes a picture with audience members at

and motivational speaker.
The book was published

by turnaround media

of New York City. It's

geared for children 10

and under.

A winning tale

in a snowy subdivision It tells the tale of
chewing the bark of a Bonky, a young boy

tree. “The moose don't who lives in Alaska and
bother you.... unless you  yearns to be a top hockey

sneak up on them, they'll
leave you alone,” he said.

player, as was his father.
A moose called Albert

Lubanski, a 28-year becomes his best friend
Farmington Hills resi- and helps him reach his
dent, is a hockey coach,  goal with a magic hockey
hockey journalist, pro- stick crafted from antlers.
fessional skills instructor Bonky also learns to

Farmington

the Farmington library where he read his book ‘Bonky, a
Moose and the Magic Hockey Stick.”

believe in himself and his
dreams, That includes
being reunited with his
dad, a pilot who disap-
peared while serving in
the armed forces, but
who comes back just in
time to see Bonky win a
key game.

Lubanski said the book
in some way is a “give
back” to those who let
him play sports and fol-
low his dreams while
growingup, | |

The story was a winner
for an audience of some
seven young children
and their parents who lis-

eyes new computers; inte

tened intently.

They included Bry-
an Pizzuti of Farmington
Hills, his son Benton, 8,
and his daughter Amaya,
9, both Beechview Ele-
mentary students.

Benton said his favor-
ite part was when Bonk
“scored the winning
goal.” Amaya said she
liked best “how the moose
can talk.”

Bryan Pizzuti said his
son skated in Tim Hor-
ton’s TimBit Learn-To-
Play Program in Farm-
ington Hills for ages 3-10,
which is led by Lubanski.

“He's a good coach,” he
said.

Team player tips

Lubanski also discussed
how to be a good team
player.

He asked the audience
what a good teammate
would do and one answer
was “skate fast.”

“Yes, but why? Because
they are trying their
hardest ... and trying for
the team,” he said.

He said they should
strive to be a good per-
son, and encourage and
help friends. That will

translate into being a
good team player who
helps their teammates,
he said.

“Win, lose or tie — you
try to find the good things
that happened in that
game. We're all going to
have our bad days,” he
said.

Adults will notice a
good team player, and
“that will give you a
chance to move on.”

Lubanski and his wife
Cathy have three grown
children.

He said his passion for
competing teaching and
coaching was fueled by
his dad and grandfather.

Family of athletes

His father, Eddie Luban-
ski, was a record-setting
former professional base-
ball pitcher who became:
aworld champion bowl-
er, His story was recently
told in the book King of the
Pins: Eddie “Double 300"
Lubanski.

His youngest son Brett,
21, is now a freshman
center at Holy Cross of
the Atlantic Hockey Con-
ference.

Lubanski’s son Eric and

daughter Allison are also
standout athletes he said.

Lubanski himself
played hockey compet-
itively for many years,
beginning in high school
in Oak Park, and continu-
ing at Michigan State
University.

Over 30 years he has
coached individuals and
teams at all levels of both
ice and roller ho
also led several champi-
onship baseball teams as
amanager for the North
Farmington-West Bloom-
field youth baseball orga-
nization.

He has two online youth
ice hockey consulting
businesses.

Lubanski has just pub-
lished his second book,
Just Leave it To Coopie!,
which is about his dog.

On Saturday, March 16,
he will be at the Plymouth
Library Local Author
Fair, which is open 1-3
p.m. to the general public.

Lubanski'’s books are
available by visiting
WWW.amazon.com, on
hard copy and Kindle.

ssteinmueller@hometownlifecom
(313)222:2241

rlocal agreement with the Hills pending

By Susan Steinmueller “The grant will be given  cussions. We are all look- Kevin Christiansen, eco-  tion for property tax col-  staff with the new system.
and Joanne Maliszewski  on a reimbursement basis, ing for opportunities to nomic and community * lection, assessment data, Farmington Hills staff
Observer Staff Writers Pastue said. “We haven't save money,” Lasley said.  economic development and property records; will administer the sys-
i put a schedule together Pastue agreed. “We've director, said he looks for-  and Oakland County clerk tem conversion.
Farmington and Farm- with the Hills staff.” already work togeth- * ward to using an expand- and Michigan secretary Pastue said when com-
ington Hills will enter The cities must show er. The departments get  ed geographic map- of state for election files.  pared with larger well-
into an agreement to progress on their joint *  along and have a lot of ping system (GIS), which The grant covers run cities nearby such as
merge technology ser- effort before grant mon-  discussions. It is one of would allow data foreach  expenditures to allow the ~ Farmington Hills, Novi
vices, which will provide ey is distributed, said those things in which suc-  parcel of propertytobe  consolidation of these and Livonia, “Farmington
new computers and sup-  Mike Lasley, Farming- cess breeds success. I stored and “layered.” services, Pastue said. will be spending less per-
port in Farmington City ton Hills Central Services  think we will see more “Certainly an expand- This would include capita for essentially the
Hall. director, of this and not Just with ed GIS system for record  training for Farmington same basic services.”
The cities submittedan  The effort will total- Farmington Hills." Kkeeping perspective is
EVIP - Economic Vital- ly revamp Farmington's Farmington depart- invaluable,” he said.
ity Incentive Program computer systems. “We'll  ment heads are anxious
- grant to the I\;Iichigan bring Farmington to the to have a new computer Well-served
Department of Treasury same network platform system. They described Pastue said that the city ° e . o
to help support the effort.  standard as Farmington  current systems crashing has been well-served for Living with Macular Degeneration
EVIP grants reward con-  Hills.” when some attachments 18 years by one individu- isi imiti ition?
solidation of services are opened, slow process-  al, who was to or other vision limiting condition?
between cities. Work together ing time and systems not il the city’s information
In the past two weeks, Tighter municipal bud-  keeping up withnew pro-  needs.
both city councils gets, the need to save grams available to others. “Given the complex-
approved grant submis- money and the EVIP “Just from the stand- ity and security of
sionanda general outline  incentive are prompting  point of efficiency, when  today’s information sys-
for a five-year service increased partnership you're working and the | tems, greater and more
agreement. The coun- between the cities. In computer says you are immediate support is
cils will later approve an  addition to the technology ~ no longer working online  required,” he said.
agreement. agreement, the citiesare  and you have'to shut Pastue said the collab-
The entire project is working together on the down, it becomes a dis- oration with Farmington
estimated at approxi- Grand River Improve- traction,” Public Safety Hills also makes sense oy e
mately $200,000, with ment Corridor Authori-  Director Bob Schulzsaid.  because both cities are Find out if special microscopic or telescopic
$70,000 padldhby Farm- t);,l a winter snow and ice : He s“:]t:id pubh:asﬂf S i?‘vo)ved with magy of glasses can help you see better. Even ifyou have
ington and the remain- pilot program for some of « ty would potentially like the same state and county f
ing $130,000by the EVIP  Farmington'sroadsand touse new technologies, ~agencies, such as CLEM- been told nothing can be done you owe it to
grant, said Farming- the combined public safe- ~ suchasa crime mapping IS and LEIN for public Yyourself to seek a second opinion.
ton City Manager Vince ty dispatch services. program, that can’t cur- safety; Oakland County
Pastue. “We have continual dis-  rently be used effectively. treasurer and equaliza- Call today for a free phone consultation with
Dr. Sheldon Smith
Toll Free: 877-677-2020
www.LowVisionofMichigan.com
2.0 HIGH SPEED ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
INTERNET FROM HOME
available *Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice, *Hospitality.
EVERYWHERE! Job placement assistance. Computer available.

- Get speeds as FAST as 12mbps

« Up to 200x Faster than dial-up!

£S5 1)

« Starting at
$49.99/mo

« Available
EVERYWHERE!

B . oo ot
CALL NOW and GO FAST!

1-866-979-9513

MonFi 8am-11pm « Sat Sam-8pm - Sun 10am - 6pm EST

Call tollfree: 1-800-259-4150
Are You still Paying Too Much For Your Medications?

You can save up 1o 56 when you fll your prescriptions
at our Canadian and Intemaional prescripton service.

Order Nowl Call Toll-Free: 1-800-259-4150
Use code 10FREE to receive this special offer.

Pleasa note thatw do not carry contrelled substances and s valld
o .

Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized.

Call 877-895-1828

www.CenturaOnline.com

Centura
'COLLEGE

AM

T

BEGIN HERE
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training.

Financial aid if qualified — Housing available
Job placement assistance
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-891-2281

MICHIGAN

Ad Network Solutions

b M
Just Imagine...
reaching 2,500,000 readers with
just one phona call

L

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

Jan. 14-17 & Jan. 21-24 5-8 pm
Jan. 14, 15, 21 & 22 9 am-12 Noon

Develop New Work Skills!
Get An Education!

=%, Call: 734-744-2603
L] LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

\ Adult & Continuing Education
" http://www.livoniapublicschools.org

v Adult High School completion

v GED Certificate

v Adult Basic Education

v English as a second language

v Computer training

v Reading & Math refresher courses

LIVON

All programs require a $25
registration fee at time of

registration. ’
-
McKinley School
9101 Hillcrest Street
Livonia, Ml 48150



http://www.amazon.com
http://www.CenturaOnline.com
http://www.LowVisionofMichigan.com
http://www.livoniapublicschools.org

A2 ()

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, December 30, 2012 m

Dollars and cents

ship.
The phase-out of the

DEMS MBT was axed, shouldbe  of the cre-
abolished. ation of a
Continued from page A1 With a small budget statewide
surplus now, the state can  authority
| focused on hard-work- afford to do away with to admin-
ing men and women and the pension tax, Knezek ister the
Lworking families.” said: “When we're run- replace-
#*We can't continue to ning a surplus, there’sno  ment.
prioritize big business need to be further bur- funds. Barnett
and CEOs over the peo- dening” retirees. Dem-
ple themselves,” saidrep-  “We want to make sure  ocrats say the PPT
resentative-elect David  people have extra dol- replacement should be
Knezek, whose 11th Dis- lars in their pockets so 100 percent no matter
trict includes Garden they can stimulate the what.
City and portions of Livo-  economy,” said Rep. Dian “Cities have been tak-
nia and Westland. Slavens of Canton Town-  ing big hits for many

years now,” said Rob-
ert Kosowski, a House

Barnett and Knezek personal property tax, member-elect from West-
were referring to the passed during the lame- land who will repre-
$1.8 billion cut in busi- duck session and signed sent the 16th District,
ness taxes that came with  Dec. 20 by Gov. Rick Sny-  which includes the city of
the 2011-12 state budget der is also of concern to Wayne, which has a large
and the of the The PPTisa base and
Michigan Business Tax, lax on business and man-  relies heavily on the tax.

and to the cuts in aid to
local communities, which

ufacturing equipment;
the new law is supposed

“We've got to replace it
at 100 percent,” said Rep.

have been significant to provide a means for Ellen Cogen Lipton of

over the past decade. revenue, up Woods, whose
On taxes, Knezek, Bar- !o 100 percent when the 27th District includes

nett and other Democrats  money goes toward pub-  Ferndale and Pleasant

believe the new pension lic safety. The phase-out Ridge

tax, designed to make up  will not take effect with- Rep. Phil Cavanagh of

revenue lost when the out voter approval in 2014  Redford Township said

online at hometownlife.com

. oz

Kosowski Knezek Lipton Slavens Cavanagh
that when numbers from  benefit pension and then ~ branch. “I think it’s a real
local communities’ bud- being rehired in the same  problem, and it should
gets were plugged into or a similar job: alarm everybody in the
the PPT replacement “We're reading about state,” she said.
formula as examples, some of these officials Knezek mentioned
before the bill passed, writing their own retire- three steps in public edu-
the replacement money ment plans and then com-  cation he’d like to see tak-
didn’t add up to what had  ing back to work,” and. en: broadening oppor-
been touted, but there essentially doubling their  tunities for early child-
wasarushtogettheleg- salaries, he said. Cavana-  hood education, providing
islation through. Thereis  gh said he wants to "get incentives for teachers to
general agreement that the conversation going” obtain advanced degrees
it needs to be revisited, and is optimistic his bill and moving toward year-
he said. will get a hearing. He round school.

“Nobody was happy sees the measure as a job- Barnett said she is
with the way it came out,”  creator, as new employ- working on a proposal
said Cavanagh, who will ees could be hired instead  that would make college
represent anew 10th Dis-  of the retirees. much more affordable,
trict that includes all of something she said would
Redford and a strip of K-12 schools be attractive to compa-

northwest Detroit. “If
this thing plays out, there

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF WAYNE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

MEDICAL MARITHUANA ACT MORATORIUM
ORDINANCE NUMBER 1016 - Amendment 1

AN l)RmNANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
BY ADDING A NEW SECTION, WHICH NEW SECTION SHALL BE
DES!GVATED AS ARTICLE 9: MEDICAL MARIHUANA ACT MORATORIUM 01-‘
CHAPTER VII: CRIMINAL CODE; TO EXTEND THE MEDICAL MARIHUAN,

ACT MORATORIUM; PROVIDING FOR APPEAL; PROVIDING FOR AN
mul'VE PROVIDING FOR

INGS AND STATEMENT OF AC'HON- PROVIDING
FOR SERV(CE PROVIDING FOR REPEAL AND SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH ORDAINS:

Act Uses,

It is the finding of the Plymouth Charter Township Board that the possession,
transport, delivery, use, packaging and storage of a drug listed on the Federal Controlled
Substances Act is a criminal act. Prior to the Michigan Court of Appeals decision on Ter
Beek v the City of Wyoming, Court of Appeals docket number §306240, and in response to
the passage of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, (MMA), Tnitiated Law of 2008, the
Township Board adopted a Zoning Ordinance provision similar to that held to be void in the
Tep Beek case.

An application for leave to appeal the Court of Appeals decision in Ter Beek has
pedhifen by the City of Wyoming under Michigan Supreme Court docket number 145816.
‘That application has not been acted upon as of the date of drafting this ordinance. A 90
day moratorium on permits and approvals for uses under t was d by

the Board of Trustees under Resolution #12-09-25-30 as necessary for the Township to
maintain the status quo pending further decision by the Michigan Supreme Court, and
to conduct necessary analysis, public hearing, drafting, and adoption of Zoning Ordinance
amendments providing for the use(s) of marijuana authorized by the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Act, all as provided under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, PA 110 to 2006.

A) Moratorium. A six month extension of the moratorium established by Township
Baard Rasolot o[£ Ragpnable smount o Hime for undertaking such action and is hereby
estal for applications for any permits or approvals for uses under the Michigan
Medica] Marihuanh Act. Daring the six months, the Planning Commission shall study the
issue and make its best effort to, after public hearing, recommend a reasonable zoning
approach.

(B) Appeal. An individual shall have the right to file a claim regarding the
hereby established moratorium. The claim shall include an explanation describing and
substantiating the basis for the alloged wrong occasioned by the moratorium, The claim
shall be heard by an Administrative Body made up of the Planning hair,

the Chief Building Official, and the Township Board represenlnuve on the Planning
Cammlsswn

C) Administrative Appeal Process. Within 14 days of receipt of the claim by the
Township Clerk the Adminiateative Body shall canduct o public hearing with notice of the
time, date, location and purpose being posted no less than five days prior thereto and the
hearing being conducted otherwise in compliance with the Opon Mectings Act, at which

hearing the claimant may make a written and oral y.
Within seven days the Administrative Body shall issue and Selioer bt the Township Clerk
a written recommendation addressed to the Township Board, signed by the members
the shall contain the collective or e
opinion(s) of the Administrative Body members regarding disposition of the claim. Upon
receipt by the Clerk of the recommendation from the Administrative Body, at the next
regular or special board meeting the Township Board shall review the recommendation
and may take any of the following actions, provided said action complies with all township
ordinances:

(1) grant a waiver of the moratorium as to the stated claim;

(2) deny the claim;

(3) grant in part and deny in pm the claim;

(4) refer the matter back to t
hearing;
refer the matter to the Planning Commission and/or the Planning or Building
Department for further review and recommendation;

(6) any other relief found reasonable and necessary under the circumstances

(D) Written Findings on Appeal; Service, The Township Board shall adopt written
findings and statement of action which shall within 5 business days of the publication of
the mintes of the Board mecting be served by regular mail on the claiming party at the
address shown on the claim.

VIE-9.02,

Unless otherwise provided, any person, corporation, partnership or any other legal
entity who violates the provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
may be fined not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars or imprisoned for not more
than ninety (90) days, or both, at the discretion of the Court.

Body for further ion or

(G

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this
Ordinance, except as herein provided, are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to
give this Ordinance full force and effect

If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is rnr By

Lipton, who is begin-
ning her third term, sug-

nies and their employees.

are going to be a lot of gests more money needs  Laundry list
hurt municipalities.” to be spent on elementary Other priorities for area
and secondary education. Democran‘c legislators
Building the “We are at the lowest includ
per-pupil fund since Pro- . Memal health system:
posal A,” she said, refer- Barnett wants to improve
Democrats counter the  ring to the 1994 measure  insurance coverage for
Republican emphasis that changed school fund-  mental health problems
on reducing the tax bur- ing, “if you adjust for in the state’s health care
den for businesses to cre- ation.” She added that ~ system. Anderson wants
ate jobs by saying that school aid “falls woeful- to explore the idea of hav-
good schools, good ser- ly short.” ing special courts for
vices and safe communi- Lipton would start with  criminal defendants with
ties factor in the equation  restoring | the more than ‘mental health issues that
when businesses consid- ion taken from would steer them to treat-
er expansion and reloca-  the school aid fund to ment rather than incar-
tion, and that people need  help balance the 2011- ceration if appropriate.
disposable income to 12 budget. She contends Ca i i
increase demand for the  the money was improper-  for a spot on the House's ~
goods and services busi- ly shifted through a “con- th policy committee,
nesses provide. stitutional loophole” that ~ which will be instrumental
“Tax breaks will not she would like to tighten.  in making decisions about
create jobs. People with ‘Lipton, Knezek and other ~ anew Detroit-Wayne
‘money buying stuff cre- local Democratsalsowant  County mental health
ates jobs,” Barnett said. to restore limits on char- authority that needs to be
Businesses also need tax  ter schools. Charters that up and running by Octo-
stability and predictabili- ~ geta share of state fund- ber and will have a budge(
ty, she said. ing but can cherry-pick of about $600 million. The
“Michigan’s corporate students and don'thaveto  body will replace !he cur-
tax rate is one of the low-  meet the same stanc rent city-county mental
est in the country,” Kne- as public schools, they say,  health agency.
zek said. “Why is it that are siphoning dollars from » Law and order: Ander-
we haven’t seen this mas-  traditional publw schools son wants restrictions on
sive influx of businesses  to companies with a prof- ‘where weapons can be
and jobs?” it motive. carried, either concealed
i “T believe it's one of the  or openly; he applauded
tax climate ranks sev- most fundamental things ~ Snyder’s veto of a lame-
enth among the S0 states  to a democracy, to have duck measure that would
in an index from the public education avail- have allowed people with
Foundation, a nonparti- able to all children,”said  permits to bring con-
san think tank. The rank-  Sen. Glenn Anderson, D- cealed guns into schools.
ing improved dramatical- Westland, whose 6th Dis-  and churches.
Iy with the tax changes trict also includes Garden “Some of the gun own-
enacted in 2011, the foun- C\ty, Livonia and Redford ers say put more guns in
dation says. wnship. the hands of people and
Barnett said she will we're going to be safe,”
continue her push to have Education reform said Anderson, a gun
chlngan reaogmze ben- Local Democrats are owner. “T ]us( don 't buy
efit also against broadening that argume
porate structure m whlch the powers of the state’s * Push back Anderson.
acompany’s mission Educational Achieve- reacting to the flurry of
includes a commitment ment Authority, a district  controversial bills Repub-
to a public good as well created to manage poor- licans passed this month,
asto making a profit. She  ly performing schools. said he is planning to pro-
such legisla- The issue was discussed  pose an amendment to
tion during her first term  recently in the Legisla- the state constitution that
and reintroduced it inher  ture, but no measure was  would limit legislators’
second, with asimilar bill ~ passed; opponents say the ~power during lame-duck
in the Senate, but move- proposal threatens local sessions. An emergency
ment has stalls control of schools. would have to be declared
‘Without farmal recogni- “Our school districts. — by the governor and at
tion, she said, such com- have done a great job, least two-thirds of each
panies in Michigan could our superintendents, our chamber in the Legisla-
face legal liabilities. Sev- teachers, and it’s time for  ture — before a signifi-
eral other states, includ-  our teachers to take back cant issue could be voted
ing Illinois, have jumped  control of what they're on in a lame-duck session,
on the benefit corpora- teaching their kids,” he said.
tion bandwagon. Kosowski said. “When you see a high-
Cavanagh said he will Barnett said the EAA ly active lame-duck ses-
reintroduce a measure is run outside the state’s sion, you scratch the sur-
that would prohibit pubhc Board of Education face and you find that
employees from so-called  and school superinten- there are many pieces of
“double dipping,” thatis,  dent and gives too much bad legislation that get
retiring with a defined- power to the executive through,” he said.
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reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such hnldmg sl ot
affect the validity of the remaining portion thereof.

SAVINGS CLAUSE.
The repeal or amendment herein shall not abrogate or affect any offense or act
committed o done, or any penalty or forfeture incurred, or any pending litgation or

of any right & prior to is Ordinance,
AAs amended.
PUBLICATION,
The Clerk for the Charter Township of Plymouth shall cause this Ordinance to be
published in the manner required by law.
This Ordinance shall take full force and effect upon publication
C
The foregoing Ordinance was duly adopted by the Township Board Trustees of the
Charter Township of Plymouth at its regular meeting called and held on the 11th day of
| December, 2012 aind was ordered to be given publication in the manner required by law
Nancy Conzelman
Township Clerk
Introduced November 2012
Adopted

December 11 zuu
Posted December
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Continued from page A1
speaker pro tem, chaired
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and was vice chair
of House Tax Policy Com-
mittee, believes discus-
sions will continue about
the repeal of personal
property taxes, regulato-
ry reform and the state’s
2014 budget, including
how to increase spending
for higher education and
create incentives for uni-
versities that graduate
students who meet aca-
demic requirements in a
timely manner, as well as
‘begin initial talks about
cutting correctional costs.

“We will open up an ear-
ly agenda to address the
regulatory environment;
then in February the bud-
get process begins for
next year,” he said.

‘Walsh wants to exam-
ine efficiencies and how
to reduce overhead costs
at universities. Walsh
wonders why administra-
tors have increased while
the number of teach-
ing faculty has remained
unchanged. ‘T'd like to
take a look at setting
aside more dollars in the

sroom and whef
er we can assist in that
area,” he said.

Walsh wants to look at
sentencing guidelines
and how to better train

inmates to avoid recidi-
vism. He believes crim-
inals should serve their
sentences, but added:
“We have not been pro-
viding the right training
at the right time for them
to get a job.”

Kurt Heise

Heise hopes to contin-
ue as a vice chair of the
House Judiciary Com-
nmittee. Lawmakers will
not know about their new
committee assignments
until the first week of
January.

“For me, the next two
years will be refocusing
on the economy and jobs,”
he said. Heise expects dis-
cussion of the repeal of
personal property tax-
es to continue. “Every-
one agrees that we have to
fine-tune it,” he said.

Local governments
were guaranteed reim-
bursement of 80 percent
— not 100 percent, which
is what they wanted —
but the personal proper-
ty tax will not be killed
unless voters approve a
ballot initiative related to
the replacement revenue
in 2014.

Heise said the cur-
rent plan is a 10-year
plan through 2022. “What
‘we approved last week
is a much more realis-
tic plan than what we had
two weeks ago,” he said
Dec. 17. “It will depend
on the statewide election
expected in 2014. If vot-
ers reject it, it stops.”

Businesses with assets
of less than $40,000, such
as print shops, salons or
barber shops, will see
relief, Heise said. “If T
am a small business pay-
ing personal property
tax under $40,000, I don’t
have to pay on equip-
ment,” he said. “That's
abig tax cut for a small

business.”
Heise expects the

HDuse Judiciary Commit-
ill deal with court

refon'n in terms of effi-

ciencies currently pur-

sued by local govern-

ments and school dis-

ments will be another top-
ic and work will contin-
ue on the EAA issue. On
tax policy, Pappageorge
believes most of the “big
stuff” was taken care of
with the personal prop-
erty taxes and workers
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tricts in merged services  comp costs. Walsh Crawford Pappageorge  Colbeck Kowall
and collaborative efforts
to cut expenses. Patrick Colbeck sary,” he said. “We want  Mike Kowall Kowall said Snyder
“We've seen a lot of sto- State Sen. Patrick Col- to let the teachers do Mike Kowall, state sen-  appointed new employ-
ries of judges behav- beck of Canton believes what they are trained to ator from White Lake, ees in the Department of
ing badly, especially in the state needs to promote do, and that is teach.” said his main focus will  Licensing and Regulatory
Wayne County,” Heise reforms it has completed Colbeck wants tomake e getting people back Affairs. “They are going
said in reference topoor  over the past two years. sure government is more  to work through the port  through every rule, every
attendance and ethical “T'd like to follow up the customer relations-ori- authority ion, to i
decisions. He would like reforms and bring jobs,”  ented to businesses look-  which will help bring in whether they are worth
1o see the court system he said. He'd like tomake  ing to move into Michi- ‘more business. Keeping or getting rid of,”
examined for combined sure returning military gan. “We want to let them Port authority bills he said. “This is a major
services: “We need tosee  veterans land jobs. know where the proper- have worked well in other  effort.”
where people’s time and Colbeck, who served ties are and where the states, Kowall said, using Kowall wants to see
talents are being spent.” on the Senate Education skilled labor is,” he said. them to bond out for proj- stricter penalties against
Money for indigent Committee, also wants Colbeck believes that ects including every- people caught trans-
defense and medical mar-  to see educational poli- companies can find out thing from grain eleva-  porting Asian carp. He
ijuana issues also are cies promote local con- that information quick- tors to short rails. Ohio ‘wants to hit the trans-
expected to be tackled, trol. “We're going to ly on the Internet and he built a headquarters for porters with not only jail
Heise said. Policy for bring people who com- wants the state to market ~ Goodyear tires using this  time, but hit them in their
corrections will be driv- plete these reports before itself and let companies mechanism. pocketbooks by confis-
en by the governor but the Educational Policy know to locate in Michi- Kowall wants to see the  cating their fish tanks.
ill earmark ittee, ask them how  gan with a favorable tax Brownfield Development  “Those are very expen-
funding fnr it, he said. !hey are using the infor- climate. “Time is mon- Actreturned. In Oakland  sive,” he said. “It is along
mation in these reports ey in economic develop~ County alone, it could the same line as drug for-
Hugh Crawford and see if they are neces-  ment,” he said. bring 1,865 jobs. feiture laws.”
State Rep. Hugh Craw-
ford of Novi expects that 9
reform will
be on the agenda early in
2013, along with regulato-
ry reform.
‘The Educational
Achievement Authori-
ty will be discussed. “Tt
addresses the lowest 5

percent of the schools in
the state,” he said. “Fif-
teen schools in Detroit
are EAA, and there will
be a statewide cap of S0
schools.

“I think it will help
kids. I visited a cou-
ple in Detroit and I was
impressed with the kids
and with the teachers
compared with what T
had heard last year.”

‘With the personal prop-
erty tax repeal, reim-
bursement of local gov-
ernments “is obviously a
big issue,” Crawford said.
“We have to make sure
that they are not harmed.
They can add money
locally.”

Regulatory reform will
be front and center on
Crawford’s plate if he con-
tinues to be on that House
committee. The Office
of Regulatory Reform
has issued reports to that
committee that may result
in hundreds of bills intro-
duced to address what
officials believe are over-
regulated areas.

John Pappageorge
State Sen. John Pappa-
george of Troy believes
much of the legislative
discussion depends on
Gov. Snyder’s State of
the State address Jan.
16. “The big thing will be
the budget process,” Pap-
pageorge said. “There’s
never enough money for
what you want to do.”
Pappageorge believes
lawmakers need to look
at infrastructure and
transportation budgets. *
“There are three things
that most of the general
population of my district
care about: the gas tax,
toll roads and potholes,”
he said. “That’s the dilem-
ma. We have to figure out
how to get more resourc-
es here and make infra-
structure a priority.”
Funding teacher retire-

=Stoplin tor'a.Tour of Our; Facility~

Come Sa ‘New Year
With Yeur ‘New
‘Marycrest Hleighits Family

Marycrest Heights
is a newly
constructed
retirement
community, with
a commitment to
quality construction,

safety, an:
maintaining a
faith-based
community
atmosphere.
With Marycrest
skilled nursing
and rehabilitation
services in your
backyard, heated
underground
parking, and a
range of community
events and
activities, Marycrest
Heights provides
independence, safety,
and convenience.

Community
Amenities:
® Chapel

* Beauty Salon/
Barber Shop

¢ Resident Activities

* Media Room

* Lounge

¢ Fitness Center

* Heated
Underground
Parking

* Community Garden

* Walking Paths

* Emergency Call
System

Let us take care of the
maintenance while
you enjoy the greatest
years of your life
in our faith-based
retiremnent community.

% U

artcres

HEIGHTS

A Vacation Resort
You Never Have
to Leave!

(734) 838-6240

Marycrest Heights
15495 Middlebelt

(‘3‘ Livonia, Ml El

MarycrestHeights.org
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Livonia

WIDOWED SUPPORT

Time/date: 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16
Location: G Subu’s, 20300 Farmington
Road, Livoni

Details: dewed of all ages are welcome
to attend a social hour at 5 p.m. and a din-
ner buffet served promptly at 6 p.m. Cost
of $18 includes meal, beverage, dessert, tax
and tip. Pay at the door (cash only) with the
exact amount. Stay for cards, games and
conversation until 9:30 p.m. Reservations
required by Jan, 1.

Contact: (313) 562-3080

Plymouth-Canton

NEWCOMER LUAU

Date/Time: Wednesday, Jan. 9, 7:15 p.m.
Location: Sunflower Clubhouse, 45800
Hanford in Canton.

Detajls: Canton area residents interested
in eseaping the cold for the warm vibe of
Hawaii are encouraged to attend an adult
Luauhosted by the Canton Newcomers
and Neighbors club. The evenings agenda
includes: tons of socializing, Hawaiian
music and themed games, a best-dressed
for the island contest, a raffle to benefit St.
Christine’s Soup Kitchen, a tasty treat from
Shish House and more.

Contact: RSVP to Noreen at nrybar@yahoo

Don’t miss this HITC

AT THE
HISTORIC

THE
BEATEN
TRACKI

Located

Parkiin one of our FREE

supervised parking lots! Freem

|

com or (734) 981-0486. To order a compli-
mentary January newsletter, and/or fearn
more about the club’s upcoming events of
interest, visit www.cantonnewcomersand-
neighbors.org

MEDICARE COUNSELING

DatefTime: Jan. 2 and Feb. 6

Location: United Home Health Services,
2200 Canton Center in Canton.

Details: United Home Health Services of-
fers the community free counseling with

a certified MMAP (Medicare Medicaid
Assistance Program) counselor. The MMAP
counselor can help review Medicare and
Medicaid eligibility and the various plans,
apply for Medicaid, research and enroll in
Medicare Part D drug insurance, assist with
Medicare supplemental plans, find phar-
maceutical assistance programs, identify &
report Medicare/Medicaid fraud and abuse
issues, and explore long term care insurance
options. No reservations necessary.
Contact: If you have any questions please
contact United Home Health Services at
(734) 981-8820. You may also access the
MMAP website at www.mmapinc.org/pag-
es/about htm|

POTTERY CLASSES

DatefTime: Starting Jan. 8

Location: Village Potters Guild, 340 N.
Main in Plymouth.

Details: The Village Potters Guild begins
with 15 week classes open to adults who

HCOCK THRILLER

REDFORD THEATRE

Enjoy our beautiful 1928
Barton Theatre Organ

played 30 min. before each showl

January4- 8:00 p.m.
January 5-2:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $4.00

* Real butter on popcorn

\if candy and b g

* Doors open one hour before
the show

Buy tickets online
www.redfordtheatre.com

st 17360 Lahser Road, Detroit, MI 48119.

‘The theatre is on the east side of Lahser, just north

of Grand
information phone number: (3 13) 537-2560

online at hometownlife.com

are just beginning their interest in clay
all the way through to those who are
very experienced in pottery. There are 2
classes offered on Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

to 1 p.m. and 6:30-9:30 p.m. Instructors
will provide demonstrations and hands-
on assistance in hand-building and wheel
throwing techniques as well as glazing.
Specialized sessions for raku, pit firing

or maybe horse-hair firing will also be
included during the term. The guild also
offers an independent study class that
meets on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.. Artists with i toad-

by e-mail at pibbotso@aol.com or Jo John-
son (734) 522-3918

HEALING HEARTS

Time/Date: 6:30-8:30 p.m. the second and
fourth Monday of every month

Location: Kirk of Our Savior Presbyterian
Church, 36660 Cherry Hill, west of Wayne
Road, Westland

Def ope 4 Healing Hearts, a grief sup-
port group for adults who have lost a loved
one to the prison system provides a safe
enwronment allowing members to share in
Donations

vanced skills are welcome to participate
in this student directed class.

Contact: For more information or to
register for classes, contact Debbie at (248)
417-2484 o visit the website at www.vil-
lagepottersguild.org.

PCAC EXHIBITS

Date/Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Thurs-
days through Jan. 2

Location: Plymouth Community Arts Coun-
cil, 774 N. Sheldon in Plymouth

Details: The Plymouth Community Arts
Council announces its December 2012 Ex-
hibits: In the Main Gallery, a solo show, “An
Exhibit of Drawings & Paintings by Jean-
Paul Abou-Dib.” Mr. Abou-Dib is a gradu-
ate of the College for Creative Studies in
Detroit, with a Masters Degree in Painting
from Wayne State University. His paintings
and drawings feature the human form

in the style of classic realism, rendered in
charcoal, graphite and paint. The December
Front Wall exhibit will feature drawings,
paintings and photography by the PCAC
adult art students of instructors Denise Cas-
sidy (acrylics classes), Pam Grossmann (draw-
ing and painting classes), and Christina
Evans (photography and painting classes).
Contact: Call (734) 4164278 for additional
information or visit our website at www.
plymoutharts.com for more information.

Wayne-Westland

LIGHTFEST

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. through Dec. 31
Location: Enter Lightfest off Merriman
Road north Warren Road.

Details: Enjoy a breathtaking drive
through Hines Park and the Midwest’s
longest holiday light display at the Wayne
County Parks annual Lightfest. The more
than four-mile, colorful drive-through light
display runs daily. The cost is $5 per vehicle
cost.

Contact: For more information, call (734)
261-1990.

FRIENDS OF ELOISE

Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday of the
months of February, April, June, Septem-
ber and November Location: Collins House
in the Westland Historic Village Park, 857
N. Wayne Road between Marquette and
Cherry Hill, Westland.

Contact: Pat Ibbotson at (734) 331-9291 or

only

Contact: For more information, contact
Bonnie at (734) 646-2237.

HIGHER ROCK CAFE

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. the fourth Friday of
the month

Location: The Wayne-Westland Salvation
Army, 2300 Venoy, south of Palmer
Details: Higher Rock Cafe is an evening

of Christian music, fellowship, games and
concessions. There's no cover charge.
Contact: For more information visit Higher
Rock Cafe on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/Wayne Westland HRC or call (734)
722-3660.

FREE WORKSHOP

Time/Date: 67 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of
the month

Location: Dorsey Community Center, 32715
Dorsey, east of Venoy, Westlan

Details: Westland residents at nsk of losing
their homes can attend a free Loan Modifi-
cation and Short Sale Workshop.

Annette Compo of WJR Real Estate 411
and Linda Miller, an MSHDA-certified
foreclosure counselor with National Faith:
Homebuyers, will be on hand to meet with
residents one-on-one to o an overview of
the foreclosure process and present them
with various options for their situation.
Contact: To register for the workshop, call
(313) 378-5418 or send an e-mail to linda-
miller@nationalfaith.org.

Garden City
SENIOR FITNESS

Location: Maplewood Senior Center,
Maplewood west of Merriman, Garden City
Details: The Senior Fitness Room is avail-
able to those age 50 and older. There's an
annual membership is $55 per year or geta
daily pass for $1. Senior aerobic classes are
held 8:45-9:45 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
Drop in for $3 per day.

Contact: (734) 793-1870

PURPLE HEART

Time/Date: 8 p.m. the third Wednesday of
the month

Location: VFW Post 7575 Hall, 33011 Ford
west of Venoy, Garden City

Details: Meetings are open to combat-
wounded veterans.

NEW
CERTIFIED
DIESEL TECH
JIM RASCHKE

ALL REBATES AND
PAYMENTS EXPIRE
JANUARY 2, 2013
V
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MOVE IN BY FEBRUARY 1, 2013, AND WE’LL PAY UP TO
$1,000 TOWARD YOUR MOVING COSTS!*

Enjoy a Worry Free Winter
at Waltonwood

Gone are the days when cold weather would keep you from

getting out to visit friends or to the store. No more worries about snow

removal or slipping on the way to the mailbox.

Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with endless
opportunities outside your door. With friendly neighbors,
convenient amenities, personal staff and caregivers onssite,
you're free to choose how you spend the day. And regardless
of the Waltonwood community you choose, you can‘ rest easy,

knowing our services will evolve along with your needs.

Resid| enjoy the ind. d they desire
with the support they need.

« Spacious apartments

= Housekeeping & maintenance

* Delicious, home-cooked meals

« Activities and scheduled transportation
« Pet friendly

* Personalized care services available

Serving seniors and their families in three local Waltonwood communities.
Call and schedule your personal tour today.

WALTONWQDD

— CARRIAGE PARK—
Redefining Retirement Living®

_-__
WALTONWGDD

=—— CHERRY HiLL —
Redefining Retirement Living*

N
WALTONWCDD

— TweLvE OAKS —

www.Waltonwood.com

Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living
2000 N Canton Center Road, Canton
(734) 9316938

Indgpendent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care
42600 Cherry Hill, Canton

(734) 335-1497

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care
27475 Huron Circle, Novi

3
Redefining Retirement Living® (248) 468-490
*Independent Living only. See community for complete details.

B


http://www.Waltonwood.com
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WAXING * SKIN CARE

New FACE New BODY

MASSAGE ° LASER

Dear Customers,

Every woman is looking to improve her body and her looks in order
to feel betier and enhance her life.

We will provide you with the highest quality treatment in order to get the best results.

From hair laser removal to cellulite treatment (lipo conturing) fo laser rejuvenation
(photo facial) to gift certificates, we strive to offer only the best.

BEFORE

BEFORE

™ TR

BEFORE AFTER

LOSE YOUR CELLULITE |

SYNERGIE |
CELLULITE TREATMENT!

AFTER

The Best Money

! I’ve Ever Spent!

| had laser hair removal on my lip

severe facial hair | shaved my face
every morning (like 5 o’clock
shadow hairy.) After waxing me one
day Beth gently asked me “Why
don't you have the laser hair
removal done?”

I told her that | had tried that. |
went to Henry Ford Fairlane paid
$1000 for my chin area and had 8

ai

oter offer.
Expires 173113, |
[ Synergie Aesmanc Mnssuqe System

| then
“Clearly it doesn‘t work.” She

| promised me that aﬂer one

o sout
reducing cellulfe, uses' mn1u fionary va ssage
{EEhrolagy plove o smoaln and 1ien he s wie 1

1 proing icoton Symerg maly proves e

L sommn lfcrsofyonenhae

l TATTOO |
= REMOVAL '
DARE TO BARE

Bikini Wax....

SHE o tens ony |
Brazilian Wax. g@' New Clients Only I
| Full Face Wax......... 28 ncleslp, chin

Each treatment. 1 offer per visit. WthLs ad.
L Notvalid vith any other offer Expres 1/31/13. |

45200 Ford Road

Make your

* really wanted to belleve that it

could work. | had my first treatment
and noticed a difference. After 3
treatments my friends and co-
workers noticed it too. By the time |
was done | finally felt like a girl. My
self esteem was restored. It's been
three years and | have thanked
Beth, Renee, & Fatima every time |
see them for taking such wonderful
care of me. | referred every woman
| know to see them. Laser hair
removal is the way to gol I'm having
my underarms done n
For less than the price of a Coach
purse, I'm NEVER going to have to
shave my underarms again. I'm
|nves(lng in
I've lived in Canton, Northville and

now Dearborn. | don’t care how far |
am from them New Face New Body
is my Laser Hair Removal Spot. The

razilian wax is awesome too. |
think I'll laser that next.

Actual Testmonil fom Kimmy K. Dearborm Heighis, M

Canton

734-455-3908 » www

Facelift
Without
Surgery!
Ultra Photo Laser
7 TREATMENTS

% 499

FOR
(or $99 per treatment)

___ACTIVE PROFESSIONAL GRADE
CONCENTRATES FOR TARGETED RESULTS

Looking for a boost?
Potent concentrates of the finest
organic ingredients combined
with popular masques and
treatments deliver powerful
targeted results for all skin types
including those suffering from
rosaceq, acne and those
looking for extra stimulation,
hydration and lightening.

Give your facial an
extra boost today!

EMINENCE
HANDMADE
ORGANIC
SKIN CARE OF

HUNGARY

fooe (//(){(/‘ /%(I{ 1
30% OFF “45iAR]

Al prices include 7 freatments

= Regular
o Pricing
A DAY at the SPA
1 sz I
0 !
I Includes: Synergie Slimming Treatment - I
1 Detox Treatment 1
Infrared Sauna
1 Silk Face Facial 1
Bikini or Brazilian Wax
l ‘E/x Huaur Mavisngelnaﬁexulngy I
| ke AND B 1
With this ad. |

Not vald witery oter o ires 1/31/13. Fingers/toes
L5 st ppre VIR (RO

facenewbody.c

BEST PRICES AND BEST SERVICE
Call Abe today for your FREE ESTIMATE

734.644.1433

Warren Ad.

ford R
2

Cherry il .

| Choose from Shimp, Lamb Gl
Weddings * Graduations  Whole Lamb, Chicken Sfa
s, Taboulah, Baba

Wedding & Baby Showers ;‘,es Falael, Sweets,
4 Birthdays & More! Platers & Vegan Me

o
s cupt 8 urchas of £ vk Cannct
onbid ey ety Erm I

ONANYJOB |

. I -
RENOVATE + REMODEL + REPAIR | SAVE OVERS$500 |
Not valid with any other offer.

Ry 4
1 One coupon perpmposal
-

ON ANY JOB
| SAVE OVER $250

o,
I 2 o %o Not valid with any other offer.
i One coupon per proposal
-

A VE%’\ gé%l[

'. (3 B ‘ )
Mediterranean (,msme
Vegan Style

45168 Ford Road * Canton ¢ 734-927-9999

Across from the Meijer Gas Station, next to Big Boy
h « Healthy ¢ H

Fine
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Coaching Garden City’s varsity boys basketball team is a family affair for head coach Ron Pummill (left) and his oldest

FAMILY TIES

Basketball embedded in GC coaches’ DNA

son Ron Jr.

By Ed Wright
Observer Staff Writer

For 15 consecutive Fri-
day nights in 1995, 5- Vear»
old Ron Pummill Jr. slept
on a couch near the land-
ing of the staircase that
led to the second story of
his family’s Garden City

home.

“On Saturday mornings
during basketball season,
my dad would get up ear-
ly and go play pickup ball
with a bunch of his friends
and I slept by the stairs so
he wouldn't forget to take
‘me with him,” Pummill,
now 21, vmdly remem-
bered Thursday morning.

One morning the young-
er Pummill was sleepmg
so soundly that his
decided to let him sleep
in — a mistake Ron Sr.
wouldn't make twice.

“T woke up when I heard
his car backmg out of the
driveway,” the younger
Pummill said, smiling. “As
he drove down the street, I

Michele (left) and Sara Tyree look over a practice plan Thurs-
day afternoon in the Garden City High School gymnasium.

recounted the unforgetta-
ble story, they stood in the
Garden City High School
gymnasium, each wearing
a whistle around his neck.

A short time after Ron
Sr. was hired as the Cou-
gars’ new varsity boys
basketball coach this sum-
mer, he brought Ron Jr. on
board as his No. 1 assis-
tant, fulfilling a lifetime
dream for both.

Sister act

The 13-year age gap that
separates Michele Tyree
and her younger sister
Sara has been bridged
nicely over the years by
the sport of basketball.

“I had season tickets for
the Detroit Shock back
in the day, so I'd take her
0 a lot of those games,”
Michele Tyree said. “And
when Sara was in mid-
dle school, I was coaching
here. so I got her involved

started bawling because I
was so bummed I wouldn‘ high hoop.
get to go with “‘He was so small that
During breaks i in the his shots would fall short
pwkup games played at every time, but he kept
what is now Garden City shooting; he never gave
Middle School, Ron Jr. up,” Ron Sr. recalled. “I'll
would dribble out onto the  never forget this: Toward
court and attempt to con- the end of the final week,
quer gravity by launching  Ron dribbled out there
abasketball at the 10-foot-  and — with everybody

in the winter league that
Marshall Henry set up.
Ted Fournier (current-
ly the Garden City girls
watching — made his first  junior varsity coach) was
basket on a 10-foot hoop. one of her coaches.”
the guys started cheer- Sara Tyree not only
ing and he looked back at enjoyed the sport, she
us with the biggest grin.” thrived in it, excelling
At that moment, an for Westland John Glenn
unbreakable father- before moving on to play
son basketball bond was for Schoolcraft College
forged.
As the Pummills Please see FAMILY, B3

Sweet ride

Rockets earn
2 wins on trip

It wasn't easy, but the Westland John Glenn boys
basketball team completed a successful two-game
swing to the west side of the state by beating Grand
Haven, 41-38, Friday night at Muskegon Reeths
Puffer High School.

‘The Rockets, who improved to 5-1 overall, got
agame-high 17 points from junior forward Isaac
Everette.

Senior guard Nick Daniels, bound for Oakland
University, contributed 14 in the win.

The Rockets, who beat Muskegon the previous
day, 54-53, on Dre Black’s three-pointer with only 3.5
seconds left, used a 13-7 third-quarter run to down
the Buccaneers, who slipped to 3-2 overall.

Sean Steffel led Grand Haven with 16 points.

‘The Rockets made 7-of-12 free throws, while
Grand Haven made 7-of-8.

KLIN 56, LAKELAND 44: Michael Gluth and
Andrew Lebbos scored 13 points apiece Friday
leading host Livonia Franklin (24) to a consolation
round win over visiting White Lake Lakeland (1-4)
in the Patriot Invitatior

Franklin trailed 29-25 at halftime, but took the
lead with a 16-11 third-quarter run and put the game:
away with a 154 surge in the final period.

Olushakin Cole and Alex Annsrmng added nine
and eight points, respectively, for the Patriots, who
committed a season-low seven turnovers.

The 6-7 Gluth and Tyrone Rayford also combined
for 14 rebounds.

Colton Jarrett paced the Eagles with a game-high
16 points,

JOHN GLENN 54, MUSKEGON 53: Dr. Dre has cer-
tainly produced his share of hit records.

‘And Westland John Glenn junior Dre Black made
aname for himself on the local hoop scene by hit-
nng adramatic three-point shot with only 3.5 sec-
onds remaining to give the Rockets (4-1) the win
over the Big Reds (3-2) at Reeths-Puffer High
School.

Glenngot a team-high 13 points from junior for-
ward Isaac Everette, while junior center James

Please see HOOPS, B4

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Livonia Franklin's Tyrone Rayford goes for a rebound
against Crestwood during the Patriot Invitational.

Whalers rally, stop losing skid, 4-2 =%

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Alex Aleardi figured if he
kept shooting Thursday, sooner
or later something good would
happen — both for him and his

The Plymouth Whalers for-
ward from Farmington Hills
figured correctly. In a Kids
Day matinee at Compuware
Arena against Saginaw, Ale-
ardi's equalizer in the second
period sparked a three-goal

surge that rallied the Whalers
to a 4-2 victory.

It was an important come-
back for the Whalers, who
snapped a seven-game losing
streak.

“It was a good play,” Alear-
di noted. “Mitch Jones held the
puck in and (Danny) Vander-
wiel made a nice little chip
pass to me and I cut across the
middle.

“In the first period I hit low
post on the same shot and
time I was able to bury it.”

‘The goal, with 10:32 to play in
the middle stanza, made it a 2-
2 contest. It came 26 seconds
following a power play tally by
Saginaw’s Garret Ross.

Aleardi ripped his shot from
the left circle past Spirit net-
minder Nikita Serebryakov
for his 14th goal of the Ontario
Hockey League season.

In the lead

Plymouth (15-11-5-3, second

Plymouth’s Connor Sills advances the puck along the boards against
saginaw’s Jeremiah Addison.

Please see WHALERS, B3
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Free Checking

Now with Mobile Banking

PLYMOUTH

CANTON

Visit cfcu.org today!

NORTHVILLE NOVI

COMMUNITY
FinanNcIAL

right here right for you

www.cfcu.org
(877) 937-2328
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Thurston’s ‘X’ factor

PG Bowen energizes Eagles hoops squad

By Ed Wright
Observer Staff Writer

Redford Thurston
senior point guard Xza-
vier Bowen is living,
breathing, slick-drib-
bling proof that you don't
have to be 6-foot-6 with
the wingspan of a 747 to
dominate a basketball
game.

Bowen compensates
for his 5-8 stature with
amotor that runs like
aFerrari's and a set of
hardwood instincts that
have been sharpened by
more than 10 years of
playing top-level hoops.

Earlier this month
against a lean, long
and athletic team from
Detroit University Prep,
Bowen posted what has
become a typical stat line
for him: 15 points, seven
rebounds, six assists and
five steals.

A week earlier against
Livonia Stevenson, the
Eagles’ version of the
Energizer Bunny put up
15 points and 10 assists.

While impressive, Bow-
en’s physical skills aren’t
the only assets he brings
to the table for Thurston,
which has bolted to a 4-
1start.

“Xzavier is really
showing a lot of lead-
ership skills this year,”
Thurston head coach Bri-
an Bates said. “He's a
three-year varsity play-
er, so his teammates look

up to him. He leads by
example.

“He’s probably one of
the best ball-handlers in
the area, too. When the
game is tight, we want
the ball in his hands.”

Early riser

Bowen has been playing
against top-flight talent
since he can remember.
Recruited to play for the
highly regarded, South-
field-based The Fami-
ly AAU program in third
grade, he has been com-
peting in national tourna-
ments since he was 8.

“They would always put
us in a higher age group
than what we should have
been in, so I was always
playing against older
kids, which gave me an
advantage once I got to
high school,” Bowen said.
“When you play against
really good competi-
tion like I did when I was
younger, nothing bothers
you once you get to high
school.”

Among his most mem-
orable basketball feats
as a youngster includ-
ed a half-court, buzzer-
beating, game-winning
shot in a national tourna-
ment in Indianapolis, and
a 56-point explosion while
playing for the Redford
‘Township Junior Athlet-
ic Association Bulls as an
11-year-old.

“Most of my (56) points
in that game were 3-

pointers, which is fun-
ny because I wasn't even
that good of a 3- poim
shooter back then,” Bow-
en said. “Everything I
threw up was going in
that day.”

Bowen didn't have to
look far to find a mentor
and role model during his
formative years.

“My sister, Domonique,
took me under her wing,”
he said. “She was one of
the best players in the
state when she was in
high school, but she hurt
her knee at the end of
her junior year, so she
missed her senior year.
T've always looked up to

Never rest

Bowen credits his
uncanny dribbling prow-
ess and off-the-charts
basketball IQ to a year-
round basketball-playing
regimen.

“I've been playing non-
stop since I was young,”
he said. “I try to play at
least two hours every
day and some days in the
summer I play nine or

make it,” he said. “Don’t
give up just because
you're not real tall. Don’t
let your size be a disad-
vantage. Have a nose for
the ball and go get it.”

Bowen attended Livo-
nia Franklin during his
freshman year of high
school before transfer-
ring to Thurston prior
to his 10th-grade year.
Right out of the gate, he
was the starting point
guard as a sophomore
for the Eagles.

“That was a pretty
intense season,” Bow-
en said. “Even though I
was playing with a lot of
people I knew, I still had
to prove myself every
game because I was only
a sophomore.”

As a junior, Bowen
helped lead the Eagles
to their first Class A dis-
trict title in four years.

This year, the sky is
the limit for Thurston,
he said.

“If we come togeth-
er as a team, we could
make it to the Breslin
Center,” he said, refer-
ring to the site of the
Class A

10 hours,
whether or not I can fmd
an open gym.”

His advice for young-
er players who may not
have been blessed with
an abundance of height
is two-fols

“You have to play with
alot of heart and aggres-
siveness if you want to

game,

Future Racer?

Bowen's ultimate
hoops dream is to play
collegiate basketball for
Kentucky-based Murray
State University — the
school his all-time favor-
ite player attends.

ED WRIGHT

Redford Thurston's Xzavier Bowen is pictured doing what
he does best: splitting an opponent’s defense to get a

good look at the basket.

“I don’t watch a lot
of basketball on TV —
T'd rather be playing —
but when I do, I like to
watch Isaiah Canaan,”
Bowen said. “I like how
he gets his team going,
whether they’re way up
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Tire Rotation and Pressure Check *
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oil change.**
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* Belts and Hoses Check
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o} Quich Lane

Quick Lane Hours:
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 8am-5pm

\\\‘ﬂg Quiche Loz . Bill Brown Ford

TIRE & AUTO CENTER

32230 Plymouth Road, Livonia, Michigan 48150

http://www.quicklanelivonia.com/

4420400

/www.quicklanelivonia.com/

g Approved

Auto Repair

Dealership Quality at
After Market Prices!

Quck Lane g Mooreraf: ae regtersd rademar fFod Motos Company

PIDGANH

e

Plymouth Road
ext o Bi Brown Ford across rom
Saint Michae’

s Chorch

or way down.”
Wherever he attends
college, Bowen intends
to pursue a degree in
mechanical engineering.

ewright@hometownlife.com
(734) 5782767

THE WEEK
AHEAD

BOYS BASKETBALL

iday, Jan.
Churchill at Plymouth, 7 p.m.
/ayne at Franklin, 7 p.m.
John Glenn at Canton, 7 p.m.
S. Lyon at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Northville at Salem, 7 p.m.
Pontiac at N. Farm., 7 p.m.
PCA at L. N'west, 8:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Jan.
PCA at L. N'west, 5:30 p.m.
Farm. at Lake Orion, 7 p.m.
iday,
Plymouth at Churchlll 7pm
Canton at John Glenn, 7
Stevenson at . Lyon,
Salem at Northville, 7 p.m.
Harrison at Adams, 7 p.m.
Mercy at AA. Richard, 7 p.m.
Lady. at Regina, 7:30 p.m.

riday, Jan.
Churchill vs. Grand Rapids CC
atEdgar Arena, 6 pim.

Plymouth vs. Mott
at Lakeland Arena 8 ZD p.m.
Midland vs. Cantor
at Arctic Edge 830 pim.
wille vs. Salem
at Cultural CEﬂ(er, 8:30 p.m.
y, Jan. 5
Ladywood vs Northvill
at Arctic Pond, 5:30 p.m.
NF-Harrison vs M
Lakeland Arena, 5:30 p.m.
Franklin vs. Stevenson
at Edgar Arena, 7 p.m.
Plymouith at N'ville, 7 p.m.
Farmington vs. Clarkston
at Ice Box, 8 p.m.
PREP WRESTLING
Saturday, Jan. 5
Burton-Bendle Inv., 9 a.m.
Roch. Adams nv, S a.m.
L'Anse Creuse Inv.
Now CC Invitational, 8 am

Wy
Cville Team Tour,, 9:30 a.m.
Lakeland Inv,, 10 a.m.
W. Bloomfield Inv., 10 a.m.
BOYS SWIMMING
Thursday, Jan. 3
Monroe vs. Plymouth
at Canton HS,, 6:30 p.m.

Saf , Jan.
Salem Invitational, noon.
W, Bloomfield i, TEA.

ASTICS
i urday, Jan.5
Rockford Inv., 9:30 a.m
PREP BOWLING
Friday, Jan. 4
N. Farm. at Troy, 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan.
Ladywood Invitational
at Super Bowl, 1230 p.m
GIRLS COMPETIIVE CHEER
tu Jan. 5
e Park I, 10 am.
Ol

esday, Jan. 2
Lawrence Tech at MU, 8 p.m.
lay, Jan. 5
Siena Heights at MU, 3 p.m.
Wayne Co. at S'craft, 3 p.m.
'WOMEN'S COLLEGE HOOPS
Wednesday, Jan. 2
Lawrence Tech at MU, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 5
Siena Heights at MU, 1 p.m.
Wayne Co. at S'craft, 1 p.m.
ONTARIO OCKEV I.EﬂGUE

Monday,
Whalersat Wineror 2 pm
y, Jan. 2
Whalers ot Gudlph, 7 p.m

Whalers vs: Gwen Sound
at Compuware Arena, 7 p.m.
ay, Jai
Whalers vs. Gueiph
at Compuware Arena, 7 p.m.
TBA - time to be announced



http://www.epa.goy/olaq/felrends.htm
http://www.quicklanelivonia.com/
http://www.quicklanelivoma.com/
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Plymouth Whalers forward Tom Wilson (No. 10) wards off the checking of Saglnzw s
Andrey Alexeev (No. 8) during Thursday’s matinee at Compuware Arena.

WHALERS
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in the OHL West Divi-
sion) then broke the tie
nearly two minutes later
on the power play, {o the
delight of 3,008 fans.

A nifty, three-way pass-
ing play resulted in the
goal. Defenseman Gianlu-
ca Curcuruto fed Aleardi
who redirected the puck

in front to Tom Wilson for

the tap-in.

Whalers goalie Matt
Mahalak (46 saves) kept
his team in front with
several clutch stops late
in the second and he also
stepped up during a cru-
cial penalty kill midway
during the third.

During a power play
midway during the third
period, Saginaw (14-17-
3-2) amped up the offen-
sive pressure but could
not net the equalizer.
The Spirit got five shots
through to Mahalak and
several others that Plym-
nu(h 's D-men got in front

"We needed him
(Mahalak) to make those
saves at key times,”
Plymouth head coach
Mike Vellucci said. “And
alot of guys blocked
shots, (Colin) MacDonald,
(Nick) Malysa and (Con-
nor) Sills.”

The Whalers added an
insurance goal with 3:29
left when defenseman
Connor Carrick forced a
turnover in the neutral
zone, skated down the left
wing and sent a shot that
eluded Serebryakov (31
saves).

Saginaw had the jump
early, having a 15-7 shot
advantage at one point
during the first and
going up 1-0 on a short-
handed goal by Eric
Locke.

“They scored a short-
handed goal that deflat-
ed us alittle bit,” Velluc-
ci said. “But we just had
a good talk between the
first and the second and
we came out better.”

Plymouth finally got on

Looking for a teammate to pass the puck to Thursday is
Plymouth Whalers forward Alex Aleardi (No. 40), of Farm-
ington Hills. At left is Saginaw’s Dylan Sadowy.

the board at 441 of the
middie frame, thanks to
agritty effort by the line

of Matt Mistele, Wilson road and we were short-
and Cody Payie. handed some bodies,”

Payne circled the net Vellucei explained. “But
and tried to stuff the we plugged through and
puck past Serebryakoy  had a good game tonight,
‘at the right post. With the “We've outchanced and
goalie unable to freeze it, outshot everybody (dur-
Mistele jammed it over ing the slump), we just
the line. didn't get the goals when

The Spirit regained the  we needed to.”
lead at 9:02 with a power Plymouth will need to
play marker, Ross one-  keep plugging away dur-
timed a centering pass ing a tough stretch of the
from Eric Locke. schedule with two of the

team’s top three scor-

Working for it ers competing at the

But Aleardi’s quick =
response helped keep. pionships (Ryan Hart- "
the Whalers —who last  man, Team USA; Rick-
played Dec. 15 — from ard Rakell, Team Swe-
potentially dropping an den) and the third serv-

eighth straight game.

“We only had one prac-
tice,” said Aleardi,
referring to the team’s
lengthy holiday break.
“Everybody's been on
break, some guys haven't
skated yet. So coming
back and getting this win
means a lot.”

Vellucci said hard work
was a key ingredient to
his team finally tasting
victory. Plymouth’s last
win tvas Nov. 30 against
Ottawa. The Whalers,
to their credit, did pick

. up four points during

the subsequent stretch
thanks to overtime or
shootout losses.

“Four of them (seven
losses) went into over-
time, some were on the
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and Indiana University-
South Bend.

This past spring, when
Michele Tyree was select-
ed to succeed Barry Pat-
terson as the Cougars’
varsity girls basketball
she asked Sara to
0p assistant.

“It’s been fun,” Michele
said about coaching with
Sara. “A lot of people
ask us how we can coach
together being sisters, so
we joke around and tell
them that we never lived
together, so we get along
really well.”

“Alot of times we have
this sister thing going,”
Sara added. “We'll show
up at practice wearing
the identical outfit. And
there have been a lot of
times when we're think-
ing the same thing that
the olher one is telling the
team.”

Having played basket-
ball at Garden City and
coached at the school
for more than 20 years,
Michele Tyree has bled
blue and orange for as
long as she can remem-
ber. She has carried on
her predecessors’ game
plans that include a hus-
tling man-to-man defense
and motion offense.

Michele welcomed
Sara’s input with open
arms, given her younger
sister’s vast experience in
the sport.

“For the most part, we
share the same philoso-
phy,” Michele said. “She.
played at a different high

Observer & Eccentri

school and for two college
programs, so she's been
exposed to varied philos-
ophies, whereas I only
played for Garden City
and coached here. I think
we both have learned a
lot from one another.”

Sara adapted quickly to
Garden City’s system of
basketball

“When I came in as a
coach six or seven years
ago, the first thing I want-
ed to do was learn what
they ran and what their
overall philosophy was,”
Sara said. “So I adapted
everything I had already
learned to what they
wanted here, and I think
it’s gone really well.”

Coaching the first game
together last month was
a surreal experience for
both of the Tyrees.

“We looked over at each
other at times and smile,
or exchange a high-five
when the team did some-
thing well,” Michele said.
“It's been a great experi-
ence so far.”

Like father ...

Ron Pummill Sr. can’t
help but smile when he
thinks about the shared
passion he and his son
have for coaching basket-
ball.

“The thing I love the
most about coaching bas-
Ketball is trying to make
my players as good as
they can be and trying to
make them as passionate
about the sport as 1 am,”
he said. “So as a parent, to
be able to coach with my
son who shares the same
passion for basketball as
Ihave is, well. it’s hard to
describe.”

Sunday, December

Following a stellar high
school career at Gar-
den City, Ron Jr. took his
advanced hardwood skills
to Schoolcraft College
and Concordia Universi-
ty in Ann Arbor. He also
competes on the Cardi-
nals’ golf team.

“Although I wouldn't
consider myself ancient,”
Ron Sr. said, cracking
a grin, “it’s nice to get
Ron'’s take on things since
he's played in college and
he's played for several
really good coaches.”

Following the Cou-
gars' first five games, the
Pummills have regular-
ly solicited the opinions
of their significant oth-
ers: Ron Sr.’s wife Jus-
tine and Ron Jr.’s fiancee
hhunnon
his coaching thing
is really a family affair

for us,” Ron Sr. said. “We
love 10 hear what oth
er people think of the

games, just (o get a dif-
ferent perspective. My
older daughters have vid:
eotaped games for us. so
we're all in.”

Looking ahead, Ron Jr.
said he would love to fol-
low in s father’s foot-
steps as both a physical
education teacher and a
head basketball coach in
high school.

Tt's definitely what
1 wail to do,” he said
“And I consider myself
extremely fortunate to be
able to coach with my dad
this year because even
though I've played for a
lot uf great coaches over
the years, he’s the best.”

ewright@hometowalife.com
82767

Inaugural GC pole vault
invite is set for April

By Ed Wright
Observer St Wiiter

Garden City assistant track-and-field
coach Chris Griffith is making sure the
area’s pole vaulters will have a forum to
show their stuff this spring.

Griffith has spearheaded the forma-

IIHE World Junior Cham-. . tion of the inaugural Garden City Pole

ing a suspension (Stefan
Noesen). 2

Saturday’s game
against London (original-
ly slated for Comerica
Park) will be followed by
road games against Wind-
sor and Guelph.

The Whalers return to
Compuware for games
Jan. 4 and § against
Owen Sound and Guelph,
respectively. London,
Guelph and Owen Sound
are three of the four top
teams in the OHL West-
ern Conference as of
Thursday.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 463-4128

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Vault Invitational, which is set to unfold

Saturday, April, 20 at the Garden City
High School stadium.

There will be both boys and girls divi
sions at the event that Griffith hopes
draws vaulters from throughout the
metropolitan-Detroit area.

“We want the best vaulters in the area
to come together at the mid-point of
the track-and-field season so they can
gauge where they stand before region-
als,” said Griffith. “Hopefully, this invi-
tational will draw vaulters from Dear-
born, Livonia, Plymouth, Canton and
surrounding communities. It will serve
as an Observerland-like event, but just
for the pole vault.”

The top six individual vaulters in each

division will receive a trophy. There will
also be a team trophy for schools that
enter at least three vaulters.

The entry fee for a boys or girls team
is $25. If a school enters a boys and girls
team, the cost is $40.

The girls’ height will start at 6 feet, 6
inches, which will be raised to 7-6 on the
second attempt and six inches for each
ensuing height until two competitors
remain.

The boys’ height will start at 8 feet
before being raised to 9 feet and then in
six-inch intervals.

‘The boys competition will start at 9
a.m, The girls competition will begin
one hour after the boys competition
ends.

For more information on the invi-
tational or to enter a team, contact
Griffith at griffith.c@hotmail.com; or
Garden City athletic director Rob Phil-
lips at PhilliR@gardencityschools.com
o1 (734) 762-8363.

cwright@hometownlife.com
(738)578-2767

K-of-C contest
The Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Championship for boys and girls ages 9-
14 will be at 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 20, at St.
‘Thomas a'Becket Church, 555 S. Lilley
Road, Cantol
Registration begins at 1:30 p. m, \vnh

The eight-week program (25 minutes
per session) is $62 (residents) and $76
(non-residents).

Classes offered include: ages 4-and-up —
S p.m., 5:25 p.m. , 6 p.m. or 6:20 p.m. Mon-
days; hockey skills (no sticks, equipment
or pucks used) - 6:25 p.m. Mondays; and

\2€-group
their participation in the event, which il
progress through local, district and state
competition.

Participants are required to furnish
proof of age and written parental consent.
For more information, call Dave Len-
gel at (734) 5164930 or email dlengel2@

yahoo.com.

Softball camp

Madonna University will hold a series
of winter softball camps (ages 7-18)
including:

Fundamentals (Camp I) - 8:30-11:30
am. Saturdays, Jan. 5, 12, 19 and 26;

Fundamentals (Camp II) - noon
2:30 p.m., Sundays, Feb, 3, 10, 17 and
24, (Cost for each is $125 by Dec. 1; or
$150).

For more information, visit www.
Madonna Crusaders.com.

Learn to Skate

The City of Livonia Department of
Parks and Recreation will offer its Learn
to Skate (winter session I1T) beginning
the week of Jan. 14 through the week of
March 4 at Edgar Arena, located at 33841
Lyndon (one-half mile south of Five Mile
and just west of Farmington Road

ly - S p.m. Mondays.

There is limited skate rental available at
no charge.

Livonia Parks and Recreation, a mem-
ber of the Ice Skating Institute, also
offers various levels of instruction, pri-
vate lesson, teams and competition oppor-
tunities. Private lessons are available for
all levels.

For more information, call (734) 466-
2412,

CHS Hall of Fame

‘The 11th annual Livonia Churchill Ath-
letic Patron Hall of Fame induction will
be at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 21 at the
Inalian-American Hall, 392000 Five Mile
Road, Livonia.

Among the inductees are the 2007 Class
A state champion girls volleyball team,
former Churchill baseball player Rod
Hawraney and parent volunteers Don and
Jane DeRoo

‘Tickets are $35 per person (if purchased
by March 1) or $40 (after March 1).

The evening includes Hor'deurves,
cash bar, dinner and program (from 7:30-
9pm)

For mi

information, call Rob Suida at
8; or emaul rjsuida@cmsen-

Garden City pole vaulter Olivia Bosen (pictured during a meet this past spring) will be
competing in the inaugural Garden City Pole Vault Invitational in April.
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=y Brad Emons

Farmington High
coach Terrance Porter
is searching to find the
right formula to get his
boys basketball team
turned around.

The Falcons had some
positive moments Fri-
day night in North-
ville's Holiday Tourna-
ment, but dropped their
fourth game in five
starts against the host
Mustangs, 44-33.

Farmington made
only 31.2 percent of its
shots from the floor
(15-0f-48), but did not
attempt a free throw
while Northville con-
nected on 11-of-15.

“We got some shots
we wanted, but we
missed some wide open
shots and didn’t con-
vert a couple of layups
that we had an oppor-
tunity to convert,” Por-
ter said. “Those are
shots you have to make.
I don't think shot a
free throw tod
have to find ways to
score off of our defense
when we're not shoot-
ing well.”

It was 10-all after one
period and Northville
outscored the Falcons
10-7 in the second peri-
od to take a 20-17 half-
time lead.

In the third quar-
ter, Farmington went
ice cold against North-

ville’s half-court zone
defense making only
1-of-14 shots from the
floor.

“Our ball movement
was not particular-
ly good today,” Porter
said. “Our player move-
ment wasn't particular-
ly good. Our guys were
standing still. In order
to beat a zone you've
got to have good ball
movement, good player
movement. In certain
possessions today we
didn’t have that.”

Northville (3-2) led
by as many as 15 in the
third quarter, but had
to repel a Farmington
run in the final peri-
od as Valentino Kalaj's
nailed a three-point-
er with 5:16 left in the
game cut the deficit to

But the Mustangs,
behind a game-high 23
points from 6-foot-7
junior forward Andrew
Meacham, went on a 10-
0 run during 1-minute
and 54-second span to
earn the victory.

“I thought it was a
good game,” Northville
coach Todd Gudith said.
“We knew Farming-
ton could present some
challenges. They're _
extremely athletic.
They can make open
shots. They hit a few.

“But I was real-
ly proud of our effort.
They (Farmington)
made a run and our

guys answered that
with a 10-0 run, which I
thought was the differ-
ence in the game down
the stretch.”

Stewart Henzi, a 6-

S senior forward, and
Malik Bazzi, a 6-3
junior forward, each
added eight points for
the Mustangs.

All of Henzi's points
came in the second and
third quarters.

“Stew’s a guy who
comes in every day
and does his work,
does his job in every
game,” Gudith said.
“You know what you're
going to get. He works
his butt off on offense
and defense. Terrif-
ic rebounder, and yes,
made a few good plays
on offense.”

Kalaj, a senior guard,
led the Falcons' scoring
attack with 15 points,
while 6-4 sophomore
center Justin Banks
added 12.

But only two other
Falcons found the scor-
ing column - Bradley
Harris (four) and Ken-
neth Hammond (two).

Northville, with six
players standing 6-5
or better, shot 16-0f-39
from the field (41 per-
cent).

“That was an empha-
sis to limit them to one
shot because we knew
they were bigger than
us," Porter said. “We
tried to use our quick-
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Falcons fall in Holiday Tourney

ness and our speed, but
if we didn’t rebound,
we didn’t have the ball
and couldn't use it.
Their size did hurt us

a little bit, but not so
much to the fact that
our inability to score in
that third quarter.”

The victory enabled
Northville to reach the
championship final Sat-
urday night against
Waterford Mott (3-2),
which earlier in the day
pulled away in the sec-
ond half to beat Livonia
Clarenceville, 58-36.

Khalil Malone led the
Corsairs (3-2) with 21
points, while Brandon
Whitsitt added 14.

The Trojans (0-8), who
trailed by only four
at halftime, 29-25, got
seven points from Aus-
tin Douglass and James
Hill had six.

Saturday’s consola-
tion final pitted Farm-
ington against Clar-
enceville.

“We got to make shots
and score the bas-
ketball,” Porter said.
“That’s the name of the
game at the end of the
day. You've got to have
more points than your
opponent. Defensively,
we need to improve and
put the ball in the bas-
ket. We're looking to go
into the new year with
awin.”

bemons@hametownlife.com
(313) 2226851
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Pruitt chipped in with 12
points. Black, the hero, con-
tributed 10.

Zach Rabbitt scored a
game-high 23 points for
Chelsea.

Salem will play Ann
Arbor] Ploneer (4»2) a65-37
winner over Pinckney, in
the championship final at 8

DBShd\Vﬂ Thrower p.m. Friday at Chelsea.
witha FRANK-
gamel'ugh 23 points, while  LIN 44: Bilal Abduljami tal-
D'Vonte Dockery added 13.  lied a game-high 23 points

Glenn led 18-10 in the and brother Imran add-
second quarter before ed 13 to propel Dearborn
Muskegon wentonad-0.  Heights Crestwood (41) to
Tun. vietory -

It remained close . Thumday over host Livonia
throughout the second Franklin (1-4) in the Patriot
half with Glenn making Invitational.
6-0f-6 free throws in the Franklin led 12-9 after
final period including four  one quarter, but went ice
straight from senior guard  cold in the second period
Richard Roberts. being outscored 13-2.

Muskegon made 10-0f-17 Crestwood then stretched
foul shots, while Glenn was  its 22-14 halftime lead to

f-12. 43-30 after three quarters.

SALEM 71, CHELSEA 47: ‘The Patriots made only
Chris Dierker and Kev- 16-0f-51 shots from the
in Mack scored 15 and 14, floor (31 percent) and only
respectively, leading the 11-0f-22 free throws (50
Rocks (4-1) toan opening  percent).
round victory Thursday Tyrone Rayford and
over the host Bulldogs (I-  Andrew Lebbos each
4) in the Chelsea Holiday scored 11 points for Frank-
Tournament. lin.

Nate Sass also contribut- The Patriots were out-
ed 10 for Salem, which led rebounded 32-23 and com-
3826 at halftime and 62-35  mitted 18 turnovers to
after three quarters. Crestwood’s nine.

Livonia Franklin's Tyrone Rayford skies for a rebound during

an opening round game of 1

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

the Patriot Invitational.

Ladywood basketball team Scrooged in Classic loss

By Brad Emons
Observer Staff Writer,

The Grinch That Stole Christ-
mas apparently won't leave Livonia
Ladywood's basketball alone.

I was bad enough the Blazers fell
Thursday night in the Motor City
Roundball Classic to state Class A
runner-up Grosse Pointe South, 49-
34, at Beverly Hills Detroit Coun-

s Day.
But the big blow occurred dur-
ing the second minute of the game

when the Blazers lost their top
scoring and r ing forward,

intermission, 25-20, but the Blue
Devils pulled away by outscoring
Ladywood 17-1 in the third quarter.

The Blazers went stone cold dur-
ing that stretch by missing all 12
shots from the floor.

“We just couldn’t put the ball
in the basket,” Coratti said. “It is
what it is. They (South) play great
defense and they wear on you, We
didn’t respond as well as could
have.”

After hitting 6-of-12 shots in the
second quarter, the Blue Devils
went 7-0f-15 in the third to take a
ing 42-21 lead.

senior Kiley Gorski, to an apparent
left knee injury.

Ironically, the 5-foot-10 Gor-
ski was making her return to the
lineup after missing the last four
games while rehabbing an ankle
injury suffered in the season open-

er.

“She (Gorski) had only played
three quarter: of our five games
this year,” said lm\d)\vood coach
Anthony Coratti, whose t
slipped to 4-2 overall “she hadn't
played the last four games. She
goes out and gets hurt in the first
minute and hurts her knee. We're
hoping for the best, but it doesn't
look good. You feel for the kid.
She's a senior and she wants to play
basketball in college.”

Ladywood managed to stay close
for a half trailing by only five at

“I thought in the first half we
turned it over,” South coach Kevin
Richards said: “A lot of it was just
trying to rush and trying to force
it inside. I thought our spacing was
bad and it resulted in a lot of turn-
overs for us.

“T thought we pressed the first
half and the second half we just let
it happen.”

Senior center Claire DeBoer
scored 10 of her game-high 17
points in first half to lead South (6-
1), while guard Cierra Rice contrib-
uted 12.

“We had better spacing (third
quarter) and had a couple of shots
fall from outside,” said Rich-
ards, whose team’s only setback
was in the season opener to Chica-
go Whitney Young (ranked No. 2
nationally). “And they (Ladywood)

didn’t have a ma(chup for Claire
(DeBoer) inside.”

Andie Anastos, Ladywood's
senior point-guard, finished with
a team-high 15 points, including
11 in the first half. Senior guard
Shelby Walsh added 12 and senior
forward Sara Even had seven.

“She (DeBoer) is a lot to han-
dle,” Coratti said. “And with
their perimeter kids you've got
to think who you're going to dou-
ble (team). Andi did a pretty good
job, but that girl (DeBoer) is good.
She’s going to Bucknell (Univer-
sity).”

Ladywood opens Catholic
League Central Division play Fri-
day, Jan. 4 at Warren Regina.

“The result today wasn't great,
but our kids took a small step for-
ward in competing against a very
good team,” Coratti said. “I like
our chances going into the (Cath-
olic) league. We're playing some
great teams and against some
very good players in what I think
is the best league in the state.”

But the potential loss of Gor-
ski gerlamly dampens the holiday

Spil

She's capable and you feel for
her,” Coratti said. “She just loves
basketball. She had the ankle issue.
She worked her tail off to get back
and now she does this. It sucks.”
@homet 13) 222:6851
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Rocket girls cagers
grounded by Rogers

By Brad Emons
Observer St Writer

Unbeaten Westland
John Glenn was look-
ing for a quality non-con-
ference opponent during
the holiday break and got
more then it bargained
for Thursday night at
the Motor City Round-
ball Classic held at Bev-
erly Hills-Detroit Coun-
try Day.

The Rocket girls
couldn’t overcome a 22-
9 first-quarter deficit
against Toledo Rogers
and suffered a 62-53 set-
back. ¥

Rogers, now 7-2 over-
all with one of its defeats
a25-point setback to two-
time defending Division
1 Ohio state champion
Twinsburg, got a game-
high 18 points and four
assists from 5-foot-2 point
Cha’Ron Sweeney.

The Lady Rams beat
Glenn to the punch in the
opening period using a
three-quarter court trap-
ping press to build a 13-
point lead.

“That’s one of our little
special defenses that we
throw in and it was giving
them a lot of problems,”
Rogers coach Lamar
Smith said. “So we kept
doing it, not all the time,
but mixing it in-and-out.”

In the second quarter,
Glenn got 10.points from
Raven Bankston to close
the gap to 32-27 at half-
timy

e.

But in the third quar-
ter, the Rockets went
cold again going 4-of-17
from the field as Rogers
stretched its lead to 46-31
with 2:36 remaining on a
basket by Keasia Pearce.

Glenn made a fourth-
quarter comeback pulling
to within four on three
different occasions, but
abasket by 6-2 freshman
Toriana Easley with 1:06
remaining gave the Lady
Rams a six-point advan-
tage, 56-50, and helped
secure the win.

Williams, a 6-1 junior,
finished with 12 points
and nine rebounds, while
Sasha Dailey Easley add-
ed 11 points.

Akienreh Johnson and
Sasha Dailey helped con-
trol the glass grabbing 14
and 11 rebounds, respec-
tively.

“They killed us on the
boards,” Glenn coach
Eric Kovatch said. “We
went man (defense) for
awhile and then zone, and

we didn'’t box out well in
either. That’s something
‘we're going to have to
address all year because
our height.”

Raven Bankston fin-
ished with a team-high 15
points, while twin Raine
added 13. Junior guard
Kaira Barnes added 10.

But the Rockets shot
only 19-0f-60 from the
floor (31.6 percent) and
leading scorer ShaKeya
Graves, saddled with sec-
ond-quarter foul trouble,
shot just 3-0f-15.

Glenn made just 9-0f-19
free throws, while Rogers
was 17-0f-26.

“We haven't practiced a
whole lot over Christmas
break,” Kovatch said.
“Don't want to make any
excuses, but we missed
alot of slmp]e shots. We
didn't as a coaching staff
prepare them as well as
we should have. We've
only had one practice
since last Thursday. Our
girls have been out of the
gym and a little rusty, but
they played hard. From
where they started - we
were very in it until the
end.”

But the player that gave
Glenn the most fits with
her penetration drib-
bles and slick passes for
wide open layups was
Sweeney, who is bound
for Eastern Michigan.
The Earl Boykins female
clone also made 8-of-10
free throws and had three
steals.

“Cha'Ron is one of the
toughest and she’s our
leader this year,” Smith
said. “She’s the only
senior we have and I'm
very proud of her. She
showed how a point-
guard should control the
team and run a team.”

Glenn’s next game is
Friday, Jan. 4 against
KLAA South Division co-
favorite Canton, which is
coming off a big win over
Farmington Hills Mercy.

“Obviously we have
stuff to work on, but we
scheduled a quality oppo-
nent to see where we
stand,” Kovatch said.
“This game is to get us
ready for the big push in
the KLAA and defend our
(Association) champion-
ship. Our girls are tough
mentally and we're going
to put this in the right
perspective, learn from it
and move forward.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
(313) 222:6851

MU women'’s cagers
win in Florida

Livonia Stevenson's
Kaylee McGrath, a
senior center, scored
a game-high 18 points
and grabbed eight
rebounds to catapult
the Madonna Univer-
sity women's basket-
ball team to a 78-58 win
Friday over host Ave
Maria (Fla.) at Golisano
Field House.

The Cruasders, who
improved to 7-5 overall,
also got 16 points off
the bench from Rachel
Melcher, who made 8-
of-10 free throws.

Michelle Lindsey con-
tributed 13 points and
seven boards, while
Heather Pratt added 10
points.

The Crusaders, who ral-
lied from a 29-28 halftime
deficit, hit 9-of-21 shots
from three-point range
and wound up making 23-
of-50 (46 percent) for the
game.

MU converted 25 points
off turnovers and led by
as many as 20 in the sec-
ond half.

Ave Maria (5-5) got 16
points from Emily Huber,
while Erin Murphy and
Teya Spooner-Serdar add-
ed 10 apiece.

MU closed out its three-
game swing Saturday and
Sunday in Naples, Fla.
against Auburn-Mont-
gomery and University
of Virginia-Lynchburg,
respectively,

Lady Raiders fall to ‘D’ champs

Bri'janae Durrough’s
game-high 22 points and
eight rebounds went in
vain Thursday afternoon
as North Farmington fell
to two-time defending
Class D state girls basket-
ball champion Waterford
Our Lady of the Lakes,
36-32, in the Motor City
Roundball Classic hosted
by Beverly Hills Detroit
Country Day.

The Lakers (4-2), gota
team-high 17 points from
Lexie Robak, while Anna

Robb chipped in with
nine.

In addition to Durrough,
only two other play-

ers scored for the Raid-
ers with Kaitlyn Kendall
notching six and Jessica
Carruthers adding three.

North (4-4) made 4-of-

8 foul shots, while Lakes
hit 3-0f4.

The Raiders led 9-6
after one quarter, but
trailed 18-13 at halftime.
Both teams scored 22 sec-
ond-half points.
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Get a taste of pottery painting at Soup Swap fundraiser

By Sharon Dargay
O&E Staff Wiiter

What tastes better than
abowl of hearty soup on a
cold winter day?

Sipping it from your
own hand-decorated bowl
— and knowing the expe-
rience has helped local
nonprofit organizations.

The Village Potters
Guild in Plymouth hopes
to give 150 individu-
alsa chance to do just
that through its first
“Soup Swap” next month.
The two-part event will
include a series of bowl-
decorating workshops
that culminate in “swap”
day, when participants
pick up their completed
bowls and donate canned
goods in exchange for hot

oup.

“I did the same proj-
ect when I was working
with the Chelsea Center
for the Arts,” said Leslie
Greeneisen, Guild mem-
ber and a Canton res-
ident. “We were start-
ing our pottery program
there and needed new
(kiln) shelves and I'ran .
across this whole national
soup swap day. I thought,
how can we twist this
around and turn itinto a
great community event
and still benefit the orga-
nization?

“It was so successful
there that we decided to
try it here.”

Pamclpants will pay
315 and sign up for one of
nine workshop times and
dates next month. Clay
bowls, created and dec-
orated by Guild artists,
will be available for deco-
rating at each workshop.
Participants will paint
on colorful designs and
Guild members will coat
each finished piece in
clear glaze and fire them
in kilns. Glazes are food

Members of the Village Pot-
ters Guild made these bowls
for the 2013 Soup Swap
fundraiser. They are ready
for painting and glazing.

safe, dishwasher safe and
microwave safe.

Pencil to paint
Carolyn Hook, Guild
president, dernonsu'at-
ed the painting process
recently while working

raised by the 2013 Soup Swap.

We're f

the future of h

1th

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Carolyn Hook, a member of
Village Potters Guild, dem-
onstrates how to paint a
design on pottery. Individu-
als who sign up for a 2013
Soup Swap workshop next
month at the Guild will get
a chance to paint their own
design on a bowl.

on a set of mugs in the
pottery studio.

“The way I doitis I
take a pencil and get the

Inspired by you. Created for you.

At St. Mary Mercy Livonia, we're re-inventing the way you and your
mily experience a hospital stay with our new three-story
addition that boasts a state-of-the-art Emergency Center and two
floors of 80 total private patient rooms.

Our spacious patient rooms incorporate natural healing elements,
while allowing for technological advancements and plenty of room
to accommodate visitors, and even overnight guests.

We've doubled the size of our Emergency Center with over 50 specialized
treatment rooms that are separated by walls - not curtains - so our patients
will experience more privacy, in addition to less wait time.

11, with the latest

hnology and

by bing
d

medical
1l .

stmarymercy.org

| And soon after the opening of the new addition in our south wing,
we are renovating our north wing patient rooms to private.

Experience the new St. Mary Mercy.

/DISCOVER
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Leslie Greeneisen hopes to replace the worn shelves in this gas-fired kiln with money.

design figured out,” she
said, referring to the pen-
cil marks on her bisque
mug, “And then I think
what kind of colors do I
want to use? Then I start
laying in the colors. 'm
using under glazes. 'm
painting the designs with
them and then I'm going
to finish it in a clear
glaze.”

She suggests that Soup
Swap participants have a
deslgn in mind when they
amve at their bowl-paint-

ing workshop.

The bowls will be
ready for pick up on
Soup Swap day, Satur-
day, Jan. 26. At that
time, anyone who brings
canned goods for The
Salvation Army, can
swap them for hot
soup prepared by The
Chefs’ Club Over the
Grill Gang or the Culi-
nary Team from Plym-
outh Canton Education-
al Park.

What: Village Potters
Guild presents a series of
bowl-painting workshops
that culminates in a spe-
cial “swap” day during
which participants receive
soup in exchange for
donating canned goods to
The Salvation Army.
Workshops: Participants
pick out a bowl and paint
on a design. Guild mem-
bers will glaze and fire
each piece and have them
ready for pick-up on swap
day. Pick any of the fol-
lowing painting sessions:
10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. or
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan,
5,2013

*5:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 11, 2013
+1:30 p.m. or 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013
=10:30a.m. or 1 pm,,
Monday, Jan. 21, 2013
Location: Workshops and
Soup Swap day will be

Fundraiser

The Culinary Team will
receive a portion of pro-
ceeds from the event.
The Salvation Army will
receive canned goods.
The Guild hopes to raise
$1,200-$1,500 for new kiln
shelves. Ceramic shelves
are stationed inside each
of the Guild’s seven
indoor kilns and two out-
door kilns. They hold the
pottery as it is fired, but
can break or warp over

time.

“We're self-sustain-
ing. Self-funded. With
increased expenses, like
everybody else, our bud-
get is falling short,”
Greeneisen said. “And
we have more needs
than we can cover. So,
we're trying to come up
with activities for peo-
ple to become involved

held at the Village Potters
Guild, 340 N. Main, locat-
ed behind The Crossings
Restaurant, in Plymouth.
Cost: Workshops are $15
per person and $10 for
additional bowls. Families
pay $15 for the first two.
members and $10 each for
additional family mem-
bers. Not interested in the
workshop? You can buy a
Guild-decorated bowl for
$14 at the swap.

2013 Soup Swap: The
Chefs Club Over the Grill
Gang and the Plymouth
Canton Educational Park
Culinary Team will make
and serve soup, 2-5 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013 at
the Guild. Swap canned
goods for soup. Workshop
participants pick up their
bowls.

Contact: The Village
Potters Guild at (734) 207-
8807.

with that will help gener-
ate some revenue. This
(Soup Swap) was some-
thing that was tossed
around to try to raise
money for new kiln
shelves. We're in des-
perate need for new
shelves.”

Classes help pay for

uild expenses, too. Win-
ter- spnng classes start
Jan. 9, 201.

Sessions m basic and
continuing pottery run 10
a.m.-1 p.m. and 6:30-9:30
p.m. Wednesday, through
April 17. An independent
study class is offered
6:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesday,
beginning Jan. 8, 2013.

Tuition is $350 by check
and $360 by credit card.
For more information call
the Guild at (734) 207-
8807 or visit www.village-
pottersguild.org
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800 Woodward Avenue
3 Blocks North of Jefferson

ARK\NG I/ « Family Outings
¢ Private Ice Parties

< . Birthday Parties

¢ Field Trips

* Group Rates

» Skate Rentals

« Convenient,
Adjacent Parking

* Open 7 Days
Including Holidays

PARK

iNnk

CAMPUS
MARTIUS

Located in Defroit's Meeting Place, Across from the Compuwate Building and Hard Rock Cafe:

r reservations & further info, call 313-963-9393




Farmington Hills residents,
Dr. Milena Cankovic, (left)
laboratory director of De-

troit Henry Ford Hospital,

and Vesna Prepolec.

By Julie Yolles

Sodial Scene Columnist

e wrap up the
2012 Social Scene
season with the

grandest of them all —
the Henry Ford Hospital
Grand Ball that was held
at the MGM Grand.
Nearly 1,000 guests
came in their glitziest hol-
iday attire to help raise
nearly $450,000 for Henry
Ford’s clinical programs.
Henry Ford Hospital clos-
es out 2012 with many
uccesses, including the
launc]\ of the $12 million
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Bloomfield Hills resident
Dr. Robert Stachler (left) of
Henry Ford Hospital, with
Canton resident Dave Wil-
liams of corporate sponsor
George W. Auch Corpora-
tion, and Simone Vitale

of Royal Oak, the event's
emcee and band leader.

Innova-
tion Insti-
tute which
will focus
on helping
to shape
the future
of health
care.

And
with that
segue,
here’s to
the healthiest and happiest
of what's to come'in 2013.

Social Scene

Julie Yolles

PHOTOS BY JULIE YOLLES
Both physicians at Henry Ford Hospital, Dr. Michael John-
son of Sterling Heights (left) and Dr. Adam Schlichting of
Livonia, enjoy the gala.
For consideration of cover-
age in this column, please
send event happenings,
including invitations and  Contact her at jyolles@
press kits, to Julie Yolles, comcast.net or (248) 642-
Social Scene Columnist, 9465.

Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 371 Greenwood,
Birmingham, M| 48009

online at hometownlife.com

Electronic
Computers,

AW. Lee

M-F 8:

ATTENTION:
FREE DROP OFF!

39711 Warren Rd. * Canton
East of I-275 at Railroad Tracks

734.981.6016

Waste, TVs,
Phones, etc.

Recycling

0 - 4:30

CLEARANCE SALE

Additional 10% Off Floor Models®

*see website for more detals
HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE FOR
EVERY ROOM OF YOUR HOME

CHOOSE
YOUR STYL
WOOD TYPE
& STAIN

Bring in this Ad & Receive FREE
Upgrade to In-Home Delivery

AMISH & TABLES
236 N. Main St. Plymouth, MI 48170

(734) 927-1110 | amishtables.com | amishth.com

Observer & ic/H

Celebrate Sensibly

These Local Businesses and the

AMERICAN HOUSE
24400 Middlebelt Rd.
Famington s M) 48338

914

Ah!am\mgmnﬁcnmcul net

ASHFORD COURT SENIOR RESIDENCE
3;

S s tnaice
BILL & ROD'S APPLIANCE INC.
15210 Middlebelt Rd.
g et

« CENTURY 21 nvNANIIc REALTY
Wasxla.nd Wases

-8000
\nloﬁc-nlumldynlmlc.cum
Gentury21dynamic.com
CHUCK'S SERVICE CENTER

Flymnum i
(734) 4637773
COLE, NEWTON & DURAN
Cerlifiod Public Accountants
as7e2 Schoolerat Ad 2nd Fioor
Livonia, MI 48150
(734) 427-
www.cndcpa.com
GLORAL OFRIGE BOELTIONS

LIVONIA SAVE OUR vaum COALITION
33000 Civic Center
ionia Ml 48154
(734) 338-9580
wwwlivoniasaveouryouths

would like to wish everyone a

Safe and Enjoyable New Year's Eve.
Please remember to celebrate sensibly, be sure you have a designated
driver and bring everyone home safely!

n Weekly

METS - MICHIGAN EDUCATIONAL
RANSPORTATIOI

Senvices Providing Quality Student Transportation
Services To Local School Districts & Throughout Michigan
For More Information & Employment Opportunities.
Call 517-647-7765
W contractbusdrivers.com

MIDWEST SCREW PRODUCTS
11975 Globe St.
Livonia, MI 48150
(734) 591-1800
MILFORD HEALTH CARR CLINIC
Milford Rd.
Riord n 35361
(248) 685-3600
MILFORD PHARMACY
o1 Mierd R,
Milford, Mi 483
(248) 508565
MONAGHAN'S TOWING

Oak Pk Wi 38257
(248) 546-0875

NORTH REDFORD TOWING & TRANSPORT.
25215 Glendale
Redford, MI 48239
(313) 531-1303

com.

PRO CONCEPTS
ichan & Baliyoor Hemodsiing
Fros i todaatid
TAIL WAGGER'S 1990
28402 Five Mile
Livonia, M1 48154

077
wwwtallwaggers1990.0rg

By Sharon Dargay
08E Staff Writer

Salvation Army
Thrift stores need
alittle help keeping
shelves stocked.

They're asking sup-
porters to make an
extra effort to donate
gently-used cloth-
ing, linen, household
appliances, furniture,
toys, shoes, purses and
houseware items.

Although sales
increased 11.5 percent
in the fiscal year that
ended Sept. 30, dona-
tions were down 7 per-
cent during that same
period and down 2 per-
cent from October-
November.

“Without product, it
eventually will effect
our sales,” said Jacqu-
lynn Idzior, director of
operations at The Sal-
vation Army South-
east Michigan Adult
Rehabilitation Center
(ARC).

Dwindling sales
would affect the orga-
nization’s ability to run
substance abuse reha-
bilitation centers in
Detroit and Romulus,
which depend on reve-
nue from The Salvation
Army'’s 33 thrift stores
in southeastern Mich-

igan.
“Individuals deal-
ing with substance
abuse problems are
able to go through a
six-month work thera-
Dy program. They work
in our stores or ware-
houses and they go to
counseling sessions
and specialized meet-
ings for whatever they
are dealing with. We
try to stress the impor-
tance of spirituali-
ty. Having faith in the
Lord is what catapults
you through problems
in life.

The centers offer
85 beds for women in

Thrift stores seek
donations to
bolster inventory

warehouse and hold
until stores are in need
of it. But when overall
donations start to wane,
it affects what we can
put away and it affects
the quality we are able
to offer to the public.”

She said stores might
resort to stocking
shelves with slightly
ripped or stained cloth-
ing if donations con-
tinue to decrease. Gar-
ments and accessories
make up half of store
sales.

“We still have prod-
uct and are able to sup-
ply our stores, but usu-
ally every year, Jan-
uary, February and
March are very tough.
People don’t donate at
that part of the year.”

Local stores will be
open 11 am.-5p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 30 and
92.m.-9 p.m. on New
Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, for
last-minute donations.

“Individuals will receive
a tax receipt that can
be applied toward 2012
taxes for any dona-
tions made before Jan.
1,2012.

Idzior said that
although dona-
tions recently have
decreased, The Salva-
tion Army has contin-
ued to grow stores.

“We opened a store
in Monroe and expand-
ed in Chesterfield,” she
said, adding that a Tay-
lor store will open in
March 2013.

Plans also call for
expanding stores in
Livonia and Southfield
next year.

Area stores include:

* 43403 Joy, near
Sheldon, Canton; (734)
416-1925

* 28982 Ford Road,
near Middlebelt, Gar-
den City; (734) 261-7175

* 33600 Plymouth
Road, near Farming-
ton Road, Livonia; (734)
425-7573

Romulus and 315 beds 27170 Grand River
for men in Detroit. Ave., near Eight Mile,
“Our budget is $60 Redford; (313) 255—

million for both cen- 0777
ters. That's why we * 26235 Greenfield,
need donations from near 10 Mile, South-
the public,” Idzior said.  field; (248) 552-9585
“We try hard to have * 114 E. Fourth, near
excess (product) that Main, Royal Oak; (248)
we bring back to the 542-6661

CITY OF WESTLAND

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
REGULAR ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 16, 2013

The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting scheduled for January
16,2013 has been cancelled due to the lack of agenda items

The next regularly scheduled Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting will be held on February 20, 2013 in the Council
Chambers of Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford Road,
Westland, MI at 5:30 p.m.

Publish: Docember 30, 2012 e s

Arthritis Today
JosepH J. Weiss, M.D.

RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478-7860

SHOULDER PROBLEMS

How long should a person wait before seing a doctor
because of shoulder pain? The answer depends on the nature
of the pain and the dearee of disabilty that ensues.

Ifthe pain s intermittent during the day and does not disturb
sleep at night, then waiting for time to heal the problem is
reasonable. If pain lingers through the day and/or pain occurs
at night in bed, disrupting sleep, then one should make a
doctor's appointment.

Ifimpairment is present, then a physician's appointment is in
order no matter how minimal the pain.

1
tendonitis, the public knows the problem as “shoulder bursits,”
but that term is a misnomer. The importance of correct
terminology is to emphasizethat a tendon is causing the pain. A
shoulder tendinitis usually resolves, but does so slowly, so the
person should be prepared to experience pain for 1-2 weeks
and a gradual improvement in unfettered shoulder movement

‘The doctor often wants x-rays of the shoulder. Examination
will reveal loss of movement if present, and a difference in the
contour of the involved shoulder as compared with the normal
one. However, changes may be subtle; x-ray can bring out
problems like osteoarthritis or a rotator cuff tear better than
examination coul

Treatment for shoulder pain ranges from pain medication
like aspirin or Tylenol, to physical therapy using heat or cold
and combined with deltoid strengthening exercises. Tendon
injection is a good way to treat the problem if the cause is a

tendonitis.
2/

\
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GARDEN & NATURE

Send garden and nature
information and photos to
Sharon Dargay at sdargay@
hometownife.com.

Stonefly search
Friends of the Rouge
(FOTR) seeks volunteers
to help with the 12th annu-
al search for stoneflies on
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013.
Finding a stonefly liv-
ing in the river is a good
indication that the river
is healthy because these
small insects require cold,
clean water. Last year, 73
volunteers found these
“nuggets of gold” at 14 of
32sites. This year's search
will begin at 9 a.m. at the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn. No searching
is done in Dearborn; vol-
unteers carpool out in 10-
12 teams to Rouge streams
located around metropol-
itan Detroit. Volunteers
must dress for the weath-
er and be prepared to be
out in the cold for sever-
al hours. Only trained team
leaders go in the water;
volunteers search through
ssamples on the bank. Chil-
dren five years and older
are welcome when accom-

born Heights; (313) 563-
5753. Sponsored by the

rn Heights Garden
Club. Bring a lunch. The
program is free.

English Gardens

« Get tips for indoor gar-
dening at a free presenta-
tion, 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
5,2013.

» Make a seasonal gar-
den filled with long-lasting
green and flowering plants
for $29.99 at a “Make It
and Take It” workshop,
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
5,2013. Register at www.
englishgardens.com

* Learn what it takes to
start seeds indoors at a
free presentation, 1 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 12,2013,

« A free presentation on
fresh flower arranging is
planned for 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 19, 2013.

« Make a Spring floral
arrangement, 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 19, 2013. Cost
i $29.99. Sign up at www.
englishgardens.com.

* Get tips on attract-
ing birds to the garden in
afree presentation, 1 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 26.

* Youngsters, 3-12, can

panied by a participat- make a pine cone bird

ingadulf; groupsof upto  feeder for $5 ata work-

6 people can be accommo-  shop, 2:30 p.m. Saturday,

dated. Jan. 26. Register at www.
must pre-reg- i com.

ister by Jan. 11,2013 on the Area stores are at 155 N.

FOTR website, www.ther-
ouge.org or by calling (313)
792-9621.

Master Gardener
MSU Extension is
accepting applications for
the next Master Gardener
classes, Beginning in Jan-
uary 2013, this 12-week
course teaches the student
basic horticultural princi-
ples and environmentally-
sound gardening practic-
es. Course topics include
introduction and volunteer-
ism, plant science, soils for
plant growth, flower gar-
dening, woody ornamen-
turf/lawn care, vege-
table culture, small fruit
culture, tree fruit culture,
plant health care, indoor
plants and household pests.
Cost is $300, along with a
$25 registration fee, For
more information and/or to
download application vis-
it: http/Awvww.mgwwec.org/
Pages/MSUExtensionOf-
fice.aspx or call Anita Cal-
lender at (734) 729-3632
Ext.103.

Livonia Garden
Club

Vince Kogo, an urban
chicken farmer, will talk
about raising chickens,
7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at
the Livonia Senior Center,
15218 Farmington Road,
Livonia. For more infor-
mation visit www.orgsites.
com/miflivoniagardenclub/.

Bible and flowers
“Holy Flowers,” will
focus on the origin, histo-
ry and uses of Bible-relat-
ed flowers and how they
can form the basis for a
theme garden, 11:30a.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013 at
the Canfield Center, 1801
N. Beech-Daly Road, Dear-

|© PARENTAL GUIDANCE (FG)
11:50,2:15, 4.40, 700,920
| © DJANGO UNCHAINED (F)
11:30, 3:00, 6:20, 945

030 MONSTERS, INC. ()

e pen 33 T
11:40. 200, 420, 6.45,
O JAGK REACHER (G- m

AL (PG-13)
FRVSATLS 111
E OF THE GUARDIANS (FG)

Maple, Ann Arbor, (734)
332-7900; 22650 Ford Road
in Dearborn Heights, (313)
278-4433; 4901 Coolidge
Highway, Royal Oak,
(248)280-9500; and 6370
Orchard Lake Road, in

ern Wayne County (MGW-
WC) will offer a series of
hour-long seminars in Feb-
ruary 2013 at the Wayne
County Extension Office,
5454 Venoy, a quarter

mile north of Van Born,

in Wayne. Classes start at
7:30 p.m. and cost $10 each
or $30 for all four classes if
registered in advance. All
proceeds fund gardening
grants and scholarships. To
register, e—ma-] 10 mgww-
corg@gm:

* Pat Mann of Greenﬁeld
Village Herb Associates
will talk about fairy gar-
dens, including history and
popularity, Tuesday, Feb. 5,
2013, Learn how to create
your own fairy garden.

* Heirloom Tomatoes -
From Seed to Sauce, will
include tips on seed selec-
tion, growing techniques,
use in the kitchen and reci-
pes. Paul Rodman, commu-
nity garden expert and an
Advanced Master Garden-
er, will lead the class, Tues-
day, Feb. 12,2013,

« Roy Prentice, farm
manager of the MSU
Tollgate Education Cen-
ter in Novi, will teach the
basics of pruning trees and
shrubs, including prun-
ing for health, form and
improved vigor, Tuesday,
Feb. 19, 2013. Participants
will gain knowledge of
‘common pruning tools and
obtain helpful references.

« Bob Bransky, photog-
rapher and Master Gar-
dener/Master Composter,
will teach outdoor and gar-
den photography, Tuesday,
Feb 26,2013. Learn how to

West (248) 851- pictures,
7506. including camera basics,
< composition of a great pic-
60-minute classes  ture, closeup photos of
Master Gardeners West-  plants.

COMMUNITY LIFE
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Gifts from the heart

The Loving Hearts and Hands Knitting and Crochet group from The Italian Ameri-
can Club of Livonia recently filled colorful gift bags with hundreds of hand-made
items. Members meet monthly to make afghans, lap blankets, shawls, scarfs, hats
and more. The bags have been donated to needy residents in Livonia-area nursing
homes and St. Mary Mercy Our Lady of Hope Cancer Center.

Nature organization offers trees

The Arbor Day Foun-

dation will give 10 flow-

ering trees to each new

member who joins the

organization in January
3.

New members will
receive two white flow-
ering dogwoods, two
flowering crabapples,
two Washington haw-
thorns, two American
redbuds and two golden-
raintrees.

The free trees are
part of the Foundation’s
Trees for America cam-

paign.
They will be shipped
postpaid at the right
time for planting,
between Feb. 1, 2013

White dogwood tree

and May 31, 2013 with
enclosed planting
instructions. The 6- to
12-inch tall trees are
guaranteed to grow or

they will be replaced
free of charge.

Members will also
receive a subscrip-
tion to the Foundation’s
bimonthly publication,
Arbor Day, and The Tree
Book, which includes
information about tree
planting and care.

To become a mem-
ber of the Foundation
and to receive the free
trees, send a $10 contri-
bution to Ten Free Flow-
ering Trees, Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City,
Neb., 68410, by Jan. 31,
2013. New members also
can join online at arbor-
day.org/january.

AMERII’RISE FINANCIAL

at

LEMING'S PRIME STEAKHOUSE AND WINE BAR

174

) Haggerty Road, Livonia, MI 48152

PROTECTING
YOUR RETIREMENT
WITH GUARANTEED

LIFETIME INCOME

FEATURING SPE

AKER

CARISSA HAGEN

AL VICE PRESIDENT. RIVEF

SAVE THE DATE MONDAY, JANUARY 141H,2013 | 11:15 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

Auto workers, have you been offered the option to receive
a lump-sum payment from your employer? If so, please join
us at our upcoming informational event.

Luncheon to include choice of:
§ Filet Oscar

lled filet topped with jumbo lump erab & bém

ivre & tumatag.

Seating is limited, please RSVP today.

Call Mary at 7.

1.432.6490 or email to Mary.A.Zak@ampf.co

Michael K. Klassa, CFP®, ChFC®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor
C] .

c;lpme Pliﬁ

PLANNER™ protessmnal i

Klassl,«Swaggerty & Associates
A financial advisory practice of
Meﬂpnse Finashl

Fluancial Servi
Hehts reserved. (71

inancial Smies’ pricb:cey,

Ameriprise @

Financial
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Send items for the religion
calendar to Sharon Dargay at
@ com

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000

@ New Market, g
Hills
December Details: Two new sup-

HOLIDAY SERVICES
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 30

Location: Newburg United
Methodist Church, 36500
Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia
Contact: (734) 422-0149
HOLIDAY SERVICES
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Dec
31

Location: Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, 28000 New
Market, Farmington Hills
Details: The New Year’s Eve
service will include commu-

Contact: (248) 553-3380

January

DIVORCE,

GRIEF SUPPORT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. begin-
ning Jan. 3, 2013

port groups, “Through
the Fire" an eight-week
divorce recovery group, and
“Hope for Tomorrow” an
eight-week grief support
class, are offered. Both of
these programs have been
developed and will be led
by the Rev. John Straub and
his wife, Suzanne, who have
more than 10 years teaching
experience. Pre-registration
deadline is Dec. 16
Contact: (248) 553-3380
DUELING PIANOS
Time/Date: Doors open

7 p.m., show starts 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013
Location: St. Damian, 30055
Joy Road, Westland
Details: Light refreshments,
50/50 raffle and cash bar.
Tickets are $20 and available
atthe church office:
Contact: (734) 421-6130

) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, December 30, 2012 m

onfine at hometownlife.com

" RELIGION CALENDAR

GREEN FILM SERIES
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 17

Location: Congregational
Church of Birmingham, 1000
Cranbrook Road, Birmingham
Details: PRI’ John Hock-
enbery goes inside the

the school, which includes
classes for preschool through
middle school, CYO sports,
bus transportation for Livo-
nia residents, and flexible
payment plans. Registration
packets will be available at
the open house

Contact:

that fought
the scientific establishment
to shift the direction of

the dlimate debate. Film

is followed by a discussion
with Kathryn L. Savoie, PhD,
an authorized presenter of
the Climate Reality Project,
trained directly by former
vice president Al Gore. Free
admission. Sponsored by the
church’s Green Ministry
Contact: www.ccbucc.org
OPEN HOUSE
Time/Date: 6:30-8 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 31

Location: St. Genevieve'
Catholic School, 28933
Jamison, Livonia.

Details: Tour the school, talk
to other parents and staff
during this open house for

DATE:
TIME: 7:30 P.M.
PLACE:

ITEM:

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

www.fhgov.com

January 14, 2013

Fﬁmmgton Hills City Hall, City Council Chambers
31555 Eleven Mile Rd.

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
Zoning Text and Map Amendment 4, 2012

The Farmington Hills City Council will give formal consideration to a proposed
text and map amendment of the Farmington Hills City Code, Chapter 34, “Zoning”,
and related Zoning Map. The amendrent proposes to:

+ Update, amend and re-format Chapter 34, “Zoning” and related Zoning
Map for purposes of incorporating Clearzoning formatting and clarifying
certain provisions.

Any person who is interested in this amendment is invited to either attend
and participate in the public hearing, or submit written comments concerning
this amendment at or before the hearmg to Edward R. Gardiner, Director,

Planning & C

“Phone: 248-871-2545
E-mail: i

Publish: Decamber 30, 2012

The proposed and existing text may be S Planning Offce at
the above address on any business day between 8:30 am. and 4:3

Edward R. Gardiner, Director
Planning & Community Development Department

at the above address.

pm.

evieve.org or call (738)
425-4420

SPECIAL SERVICE
Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 6

Location: Hope Lutheran
Church, 39200 W. 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills

Details: In the midst of
dealing with the death of

a loved one, the loss of a
job, economic hardships, a
broken relationship, or a
grim medical prognosis, the
holiday season can be filled
with sadness, rather than joy.
When the hustle and bustle
of Christmas is through,
January can feel bleak.
“Light in Our Darkness,” will
be an evening of prayer and
song. Participants may ac-
knowledge the hurts in their
lives and pray for God’s light
to enter into their darkness.
Contact: (248) 553-7170
WIDOWED FRIENDS
Time/Date: 5 p.m. cash bar,
6 p.m. dinner

Location: G. Subu’s, 20300
Farmington Road, one block
south of Eight Mile, Livonia
Details: Cost is $18 and
includes meal, beverage,
dessert, tax and tip. Pay at
the door (cash only) with the
exact amount. Stay for cards,
games, and conversation

until 9 p.m. Reservations by
n. 11,2013
Other a : Celebrate
Mass at 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 20, 2013 at St. Kenneth
Church, 14951 Haggerty,
Plymouth; stay after for fel-
lowship and refreshments
Contact: Carol at (313) 562-
3080 for dinner; Pat at (734)
895-6246 for Mass.
Ongoing
CLASSES/STUDY
Men’s Bible study
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7
a.m. and study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney
Island, 21200 Haggerty,
Northville Township:
Contact: John Shulenberger
at (734) 464-9491
New Life Community
Church
Time/Date: Jobs seminar, 8-9
am. Fridays; reading program
for students in grades K-12
and martial arts instruction,
both at 10 a.m. Sundays.

Location: 42200 Tyler, Bel-
leville
Contact: (734) 8464615

Nicole’s Revival
Time/Date: 10:30a.m,
Monday-Friday

Location: YWCA Northwest
Branch, 25940 Grand River,
west of Beech Daly, Redford
Details: KIV Scripture Read-
ing, Communion and Prayer
Contact: (313) 531-1234
Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and

Beech Daly, Redford
Details: Scripture study
Contact: (313) 534-9000
St. Michael the Archangel
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. the
first and third Tuesday.
Location: School library,
11441 Hubbard, just south of
Plymcmh Road, Livonia
Details: Catholic author and
bible scholar, Gary Michuta,
leads a study of the Gospel
of St. Luke. The sessions are
open toall, regardless of
their faith or parish affilia-
tion
Contact: (734) 261-1455,
ext. 200, o www.livoniastmi-
chael.org
Ward Presbyterian
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Mondays
Location: Room A101,
40000 W. Six Mile, Northville
earners Bible study

Det
is held
Contact: (248) 374-5920
CLOTHING BANK

Time/Date: 10a.m.t0 1
p.m. fourth Saturday and
5-6:30 p.m. second Wednes-
day

Location: 41711 Joy, be-
tween Lilley and Haggerty
Details: Canton Christian
Fellowship Clothing Bank
offers free clothing (men,
women and children) for
those in need

Contact: (734) 404-2480,
visit www.CantonCF.org
or send e-mail to info@
cantoncf.org

Please see CALENDAR, B9

Grants support Finnish cultural projects

Finlandia Foundation awarded a total of $65,000 The 20 recipients in
National, the premier net-  to support 31 projects, 2012 were American,
work of Finnish- -American  from dance and musical mesh and dual citizen

ions in the U.S., h: purs-
is accepting apphcanons ex}ub\t films and fesn- ing a range of studies in
for its grants and scholar- the U.S. and Finland.
ships programs for 2013. mlume undergradu- Guidelines and applica-

Non-profit projects ate (sophomore or higher)  tions for grants and schol-
m)ated m Finnish and students and graduate stu-  arships are available at

ican cul- denm m pos[- \vww.Fm]andlaFounda»
ture are ehgxble for grant tion.org. The
‘monies. In 2012 Finland- ehgible to apply for schol— deadline for both is Feb.
ia Foundation National 1,2013.

MOVE IN BY FEBRUARY 1, 2013, AND WE’LL PAY UP TO
$1,000 TOWARD YOUR MOVING COSTS!*

Enjoy a Worry Free Winter

at Waltonwood

Gone are the days when cold weather would keep you from getting out to visit friends or to thc store.
about snow removal or slipping on the way to the mailbox.

No more worrie!

Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with endless opportunities outside your door. With friendly neighbors,
convenient amenities, personal staff and caregivers onssite, you're free to choose how you spend the day.

Spacious ap

& mai + Delicious, home<ooked meals » Activities and scheduled transportation

Pet friendly community » Personalized care services available

. Two locations in Canton. Call and schedule
your personal tour today.

CARRIAGE PARK

N
WALTONWCDD

Redefining Retivement Living®

Independent Living and Licensed Assisted Living

(734) 386-0811
2000 N Canton Center Road

CHERRY HirL

Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living and Memory Care
(734) 335-1554
42600 Cherry Hill

* Independent Living only. See commnity for complete details

www.Waltonwood.com

&
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CALENDAR

Continued from page A8

FAMILY COMMUNITY

MEAL

Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every

Thursday

Location: The Salvation

Army, 27500 Shiawassee,

Farmington Hills

Details: Free meal

Conh:t (248) 477-1153,
12

FODD BANK

New Hope Church
Time/Date: 5-7 p.m., every
Friday by appointment only
Location: 44815 Cherry
Hill, Canton

Contact: Call pastor Ranay
Brown to schedule an
appointment at (734) 270-
2528.

MoOMSs

Christ Our Savior Lu-
theran Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, MOPS;
7-8:30 p.m. first and third
Thursday, MOPSnext. Both
programs run September-
May

Location: 14175 Farming-
ton Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of
Preschoolers is aimed at
mothers of infants through
kindergartners; MOP-
Snext supports mothers

of school-aged children.
Contact: Rebekah Creeden
at (734) 522-6830 for MOPS
and Susan Magner at (248)
478-3643 for MOPSnext
details.

Dunning Park Bible

Chapel '
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
first and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 West
Chicago Road, Redford
Details: MOPS is a place
where moms can build
friendships, receive moth-
ering support, practical
help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at (313) 937-
3084 or Kristen at (734)
542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs,
27911 Five Mile, Livonia
Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which
is conducted in an informal
setting. Pet blessings are
available after the service.
‘All Creatures ULC describes
the gathering as non-de-
nominational and Chris-
tian. Water is available for

Contact: (313) 563-0162
PRAYER.

Nardin Park United
Methodist Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m.
Wednesday.

Location: 29887 W. 11
Mile, Farmington Hills
Details: Participate in

an open time of praying
silently and aloud together
as well as responding to
personal requests.
Contact: (248) 476-8860
St. Edith Church
Timemate 7 p.m. Thurs-

Lonuon 15089 New-
burgh, Livonia. Enter
through the back of the
church.

Details: Music, singing,

e

Guide to

prayer
Contact: Grace at (734)
464-1896, Shirley at (734)
464-3656 or Geri at (734)
464-8906

Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Mon-
day-Friday

Location: 7000 Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently
or aloud together; prayer
requests welcomed.
Contact: (734) 459-3333
St. Michael the Archan-

el
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m.
Saturdays

Location: In the church
rectory conference room,
11441 Hubbard, Livonia
Details: St. Monica’s
Prayer Group is open to

all women who want to
support one another in
praying for their children,
regardless of age.

Other prayer sessions:
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. third
Wednesday, includes parish
prayer and Eucharistic ado-
ration, with Benediction
service following.
Contact: (734) 261-1455,
ext. 2

PRESCHOOL

Ward Preschool

Details: Enrolling now for
children turning 3, 4 and 5
years old by Dec. 1
Contact: (248) 374-5911 ¢
or e-mail carol.nowacki@
wardchurch.org
SINGLES

Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m
Sunday

Location: 23800 W. Chi-
cago, Redford; room 304
Details: Divorce Overcom-
ers group is designed for
individuals going through
divorce, those who are
divorced or separated.
Occasionally includes
guest speakers; open to
the public and visitors are
welcome.

Contact: The facilitator at
(313) 283-8200; lef@dwo.

org
First Presbyterian
urch

Time/Date: 7:30-7:45 p.m.,
-8p.m.,

social time; 7:45-8
opening; 89 p.m., program
Thursdays.

Location: 200 E. Main St,
Northville

ingle Place Minis-
$5

Conhct (248) 349-0911 or

visit www.singleplace.org

stelss Family Restau-
ant

m. second

2011-12 school
year
Location: 40000 Six Mile,
Northville

and fourth Thuvsday
Location: 15800 Middle-
belt, /rmile north of Five
Mile, Livonia

Details: Widowed men
of all ages may attend the
Widowed Friends Men’s
breakfast. This is an infor-
mal “peer” group where
men have an opportunity
to meet with others who
are ready to help cope or
become involved in the
other social activities of-
fered by Widowed Friends.
Contact: (313) 534-0399
Ward Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church
Time/Date: 11:30 a.m
Sunday
Location: 40000 Six Mile,
Northville
Details: Single Point Min-
istries, for 30 and up, offers
fellowship, coffee, dough-
nuts, conversation
Contact: (248) 374-5920
SONG CIRCLE
Congregation Beth Ahm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30
p m. every Shabbat
cation: 5075 W. Maple,
West Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot
(traditional Shabbat songs)
and celebrate Kiddush fol-
lowing morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literation as well as the
original Hebrew.
Contact: (248) 737-1931
or e-mail nancyellen879@
att.net.
SUPPORT
« Apostolic Christian
Church
Time/Date: 5a.m. to 11

[ communiTy Lire I e R e

p.m. daily

Location: 29567 Went-
worth, Livonia

Details: Adult day care
program at the church’s
Woodhaven Retirement
Community. Funding avail-
able from TSA, AAA 1-C
Older Americans Act
Contact: (734) 261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

« Detroit World Out-
reacl

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m
Tuesday

Location: 23800 W. Chi-
cago, Redford; room 202
Details: Addiction No
More offers support for ad-
dictive behavior problems,
drugs, alcohol, overeating,
gambling.

Contact: (313) 2552222,
ext. 244

« Farmington Hills Bap-
tist Church

Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. sec-
ond Tuesday of the month
except January, July and
August

Location: 28301 Middle-
etween 12 Mile and
Farmington Hills
: Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group.
Contact: (248) 433-1011

+ Merriman Road Baptist
Church

Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. sec-
ond and fourth Thursday
Location: 2055 Merriman,
Garden City

Details: Metro Fibromyal
gia support group meets;
donations

Contact: www.metrofibro-
group.com; or call Ruthann
with questions at (734)
981-2519

» Riverside Park Church
of

Time/Date: 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
Location: 11771 New-
burgh, Livonia

Details: Adult Day Minis-
try offers an adult daytime
care program with a spe-
cialty in dementia care. In-
cludes a planned program
that includes a variety of
health, social and support
services in a protective set-
ting. Not a drop-in center
Contact: (734) 367-4220
or (734) 464-0990; www.
riversideparkchurch.org; or
e-mail to rpadm@riverside-
parkchurch.org

« St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church

Time/Date: 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday morning
Location: 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: A weekly drop-in
Food Cupboard (nonper-
ishable items) is available.
There are no requirements,
this a service the church
wants the community

to be aware of and use

if needed. Donations of
nonperishable items also
accepted for the cupboard.
Contact: (734) 421-8451.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
31555 ELEVEN MILE ROAD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

Construction of

That plans and

are proposed as

That the City Council hus
to i d i

(1.1, SUBDIVISION ROAD IMPROVEMENTS to be
located in the City as follows:

STREET
Stratton Hill Court

EROM
Drake Road

FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN 48336

That the Clty Council of the City of Farmington Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, has
ts in to make the following improvement:

TO
Cul-de-sac

file with the City Clerk for public O

follow:

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT:
PERCENT OF COST ASSESSED TO DISTRICT:
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST TO DISTRICT:
AVERAGE COST PER BASE UNIT TO BE ASSESSED:

g with the costs of said project, which

$  123.300
80.77%
$ 99.600

$  9.900.60

f are on

Mile Road,

P

desi ted the pr ial

T1N, ROE, SECTION 04, INCLUDING TAX
IDENTIFICATION PARCEL NUMBERS:

22-23-04-301-010 through 020

he

hear and

any

in

Ifthe City Council approves the making of the lmprovements,
that

That t'he City Counc)l w)ll meet in the City Hall Council Chamber, 31555 Eleven
ills, of 7:30 p.m..

or in favor of said lmpruvement

a special asse:
Act

levie g2
i 973,

m the i
BRI ial

t 186 ofthe Public Acts of

ssment may be

e

of the

asa

Tax Tribunal may acquire Jurlsdlct)un of any dispu
£

and _protest at

h
to the Mi

hearing held for the purpose of confirming the specnal assessmene o before the Michigan

2 the

Tax Tri 1

is not require

PHONE:

Mailed:
Published:

248/871-2420

= in interest in property to be ns:.(,hsed or his or her
he

he specia

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL.

PAMELA B. SMITH,

CITY CLERK

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS

An owner of or
agent, may appear in person to

or i 1 assessment by letter filed with
the City Clerk at or prior to the time of the hearing, in which case appearance in person

me nt

Ta plu(e yaur ad here :onmcl M careers@homemwnh]e com or mll 1-80057‘1 7355

Chezk out these excmng career upportuumes‘
For even more opportunities See our
“award winning” classifed section]

oo fetgrovig.
anainon
tacturer

i

Now is the best time

to buy a new car

Best of all,

Look to your focal dealer 0 find a high quality,

credit is

e, S5 S 248-636 2461

o
Expertenced oy
Famngion ffce

A
Ful-tme maiienar PR

e o retrementcom

Help Wanted - Dentel

STANT
i rendy

PRODUCTION

o Fax 248478

% SUPERVISORS

e e ot

Shoneworkintodan

DIRECT CARE WORKER, PT

Postive atiudes 3 st Must

ave clean g recor. St
761, 734

Soum Lyon
meel s e

2%,

r e

.
For poraraiie, g ch o

You must
71524

INSIDE SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

fuel efficient vehicle. Your dealer knows your market
and can help you get financing to mest your needs
If you need a car, now is the time.

DIRECT CARE STAFF

For details call
800-579-7355

Visit your local dealership or cars.com

Onsmn SEans TIOMETOW
WewssApeRs HOUMON oG car today.

Wi hometow

ortax: 7347210224

nife.com
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Marchesano-Pomerson [

Claire Evelyn Marchesano
and Anthony Michael Pomerson
announce (heir engagement

The bride-to-be, daughter of
‘Tom and Gwenn Marchesano of

lymouth, is a tu]l time student at
Grand Valley State University.

Her fiancé, son of Michael
and Donna Pomerson of Canton,
attended Olivet College and is
employed as an insurance agent

at Laginess Insurance Agency in

Plymouth

A June 2013 wedding is planned

in Northville

Obituaries. Mernories & Remembraiices g

1-800-579-7355 » fax 313-496-4968 *

T Viewonine
_ wwwhometownife.com

COMMUNITY LIFE

online at h

com

Bermudez-Knochel

\ Juliann Bermudez and Luke Knochel
announce their engagement.

The bride-to-be, daughter of William
and Ann Ostlund of Livonia, plans to
graduate in May 2013 from Madon-
na University with a double major in
mental health psychology and sign lan-
guage interpreting. She recently was.
accepted into Madonna's graduate
clinical psychology program.

Her fiancé, son of Dana and Beth
Knochel of Livonia, graduated from

the University of Michigan -

born in 2011. He is a tax accountant at

Dear-
Livonia.

Rehmann and has enrolled in.an MBA
program at Walsh
AJuly 2013 wedding is planned for

Arts Crafts

DETROIT INSTITUTE
OF ARTS

10am.tod

com

Deadlines. Friday 4:15 p.m. for Sunday » Wednesday 9:45 a.m. for Thursday

BORGMAN,
BETTY CHAMPOUX
Age 86 December 25, 2012
Wife of Hank for 65 years

r of Christine Borgman

Mood).  Bradley

of
Paloma, Sister of Marilyn Kirk
(William) and the late Walter
Ir Ruth
. Roger Champouy,

3361
Ve Bowetens Marmingins (1
W

bl of Farmington Rd.)
By vl receifel b S
day from 1-3:30 pan. Reception
1o Tollow at the Borgman Resl
dence. The family welcomes
Coneihutions’ 15 Betty

BEptiBoEa ik Fund
at the Wayne State University
Librarics, 5475 Woodward Ave-
nue, Detroit, MI 48202, (www.gi
Ving wayne.edu
Checks made payable to Wayne

State University
www thayer-rock com

BUTLER,

JAMES M.
December 27. 2012 Age 67.
Beloved husband of Vicki (nee
Kyte) for 45 years. Dear father
of Jane Butler (fiancé Ryan An-
derson) and Pete Butler (Elyse).
Special grandfather of Blair
Brother of Meghan Kuhlman
(Gary), RH. "Tod" Jr. (Sharon)
and Harry Price (Debbic), Fam-
e ends A PA
s (Vasu, Rodg-
ers & Comnell Chapel, 32515
Woodward_(btwn 13-14_ Mile),
Monday 12n0on until Celebra-

tion of Life ceremony at 3pm.
Memorial tributes 1o Boys &
Girls Club of Troy, 3670 John R,
Troy, MI 48083
View obituary and share
memories at
DesmondFuneralHome.com

HERTER,
WILLIAM "BILL"
Dec 27, 2012, Age 89 of Ply-
mouth, Beloved husband of Mar-

(Jackie) and Mark
rier, Cheryl Fergu-
(Tom) Battistone.
and Kathryn Stemberger. Dear
brother of Rosemary Proctor.
Proud Grandfather of 18 and
Greal Grandfather of 3, Memori-
al Services to be held at a later
date. To share a memory |\lm<c
visit vermeulenfuneralhome ¢

LARUE, RUTH IRE

. December 26,

Joved mother of Toni and Victo-
ia Bamberger, Teress Lile and
ME Do grandmothe

f 15 ielot 26

2 Visiation .u the RG. & Gk
Harris Funeral Home, 15451
Farmington Rd., Livonia, Satur-
day from 210 8 pm. and Sunday
from 1 to § p.m. Funeral service
will be held Monday at 11 a.m.
Please share a memory of Ruth
rharis. com
PFR( Il IH l)
EG

Bomn \m 6, um uw Dec
15, 2012. Burial was in Green
Lawn Cemetery at Nashville, IN

McEWEN,

STEVEN G.
Of Aun Arbor, passed away
Wednesday, December 19, 2012

t Universily of Mic

!
raduate of Seaholm High
School as well as Michigan State
Uaivesty, e eamed s Mas
 in Accounting from

Waish Colleg, On' May 3
1995 he marmied Stacey L Nel-
member of

their three sons lan,
Spencer of Ann Arbor; one
brother John McEwen and his
wife Kris of Royal Oak: two sis-
ters Jane McEwen of Macomb
nd Susan Johnson and her hus-
band Rob of Avon Lake, OH; his
parents  David, and  Shi
McEwen of Troy and ten niec
and nephews, o licl ofowers
morial contributions in
Steve's honor may be made 1o
Chidren's Heant Projeetat
W Samaritanspurse org
Please visit Stoven personal
€ 10 share a memory
 sign the guestbook at
wivw niefuneralhomes com

NEILSON,

RUTH MARIE

(NEE APPEL)
Age 94, of Famington Hills,

December 19, 2012, Be-
loved wife of the late Howard F.
Neilson. Loving daugliter of the
Iate David and Madeline Appel
of Muskegon: and predeceased
by a sister, Madelyn White of
Royal Ok Ruth graduated from
Muskegon High School before
aftending Albion College, where
she met her husband of S8 years.
She was an avid sports fan of
Muskegon High School, Albion
College and the University of
Michigan. She raised her family
in Pleasant Ridge and enjoyed
summers in_ Charlevoix_during

retirerfient. She is survived by
e three ol T ard
kip, David L. (Karen), and

Jeffrey T. (Lisa). Grandmother
of Lisa (Rick) Casciaro, Christy
(Matt)  Kauffiman,  Bradley
Neilson, Elizabeth Neilson, and
Mary Katherine Neilson. Great
Grandmother of Aiden and G
in Casciaro and Kellen, Flla and
Zanin Kauffman. Memorial Serv
ice 0 be held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 12, 2013 at 11:00 am. at
First United Methodist Church,
1589 West Maple Road, Bir-
mingham. In licu of flowers, the
family suggests donations in her
name to Albion College. Ar-
R AN Sullivan &
uneral Home, Royal Oak
SHRsA1000
hareour memorled st
sullivanfuneraldire

DAVID M.

ber 23, 2012,
Loving husband of Scotti Nich-
er of David Patrick and

Dear brother of 1y
Loving son of Merle Mitchell
and E. Loretta, both departed. He
is also survived by his devoted
dog Bosco. Visitation at the R.G.

& GR. Haris Funeral Home,
154 Farmington Rd., Livonia.
Saturday January 12, 2013 from

of flowers please send donations
to: The American Legion Post
32, Attention: Commander Bob
Pardo, 9318 Newburgh Rd Livo
nia, M1 48150

dith V n[m.

Dear grandmoth
d great grandmother of

fer of Barbara Kecskes
Nictora) Senios wi be hed
the Fairhaven Baptist Church,
34850 Marquetie Rd., Westland
Saturday, January 5th, at § pm
Please share & memory at
wiww eremationmichigan.com

NIPPA, SALLY A.

Age 80. Beloved wife of the late
Robert. Loving mother of Tom
(Michelle)  Nippa,  Tonya
Pszcolka and the la

Daughter of the late

Ruth Buck. Also leaves many
nicces, nephews, extended fan
ly and friends. Memorial Servi
Saturday, January 5. 2013 at
11:00 am at St. Paul’s Lutheran
20805 Middlebelt Rd

“ondolences o
pFuneralHome com

omni, Dear g
(Michelle) Alvarado, he lte Ru-
ben Alvarado, Billy (Erica)

Heanl recipient.
Monday 11 am at the R
GR. Harris Funeral Home,
31551 Ford Rd, Garden City.
Visitation Saturday 5-9 pm and
Sunday from 1-9 pm
Please share memories at:
‘www.rggrharris.com

Longtime resident of Waterford,
died zna period of decline from

Alz s

ber 20 at e 3ge o

Dorothy Jeanette Branaman_on
3

by the three som, Gary (

ca), Donald (Kelly),
(Connie), nine grandchildren,
and brother John (Nancy) of Mi-
ami, Florida  Graduated Summa
Cum Laude in 1954 from Michi-
gan State College with a Bache-
lor of . Taught mu-
sic in the Birmingham Schools
and music and mathematics in
Pontiac Schools, An active
her life

Band, and MSU Alumni Ban
and tught s of flute stu-
i Member for 46 years at

sang in m Biicel

rgan, piano, and flute, and di-

rected yuu\h char. Patiipacd
ok g o the

and. voliptacre) for Meals Ont
Wheels. A memorial Service
d lunch reception is planned
for 1100 am. Saturday January
5, 2013 at Central United Meth-
odist Church. Family will re-
ceive visitors at the Church on
Friday Juuary 4 bevween 600
pm, Menorials may
" made o Michigan Sate Unie
Versty exprealy. deslgoated for
the Maurice D. and Dorothy B.
Pelton Endowed Scholarship in
Music Studies, Contributions ©
University

sic Advancement Office, 333 W.
Circle Dr. #102, East Lansing,
MI 48824, Memorial contribu:
tions may also be made (o Cen-
tral United Methodist Church

i
COATS ¥

NERAL HOME
WATERFORD.
To send a priva 0
10 www coatsfuneralhome.com

Thursday,

GET OUT
Music Society of Lincoln
Center performs; tickets
are $46 for adults and $36
for Jewish Community
Center members
Contact: (248) 661-1900;

org

Something
different

DETROIT z00
10am.tod

p.m
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday;
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday

Location: 5200 Wood-
ward, Detoit

Family Sundays: 2 p.m.
Sundays; storytelling,
performances; free with
admission

Exd Picasso &
Matisse exhibits all of the
museum’s drawings and
prints by the two artists,
through Jan. 6, 2013;
Faberge: The Rise and

Fall, The Collection of the
Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts, through Jan. 21,
2013; Hidden Treasures:
An Experiment, through
March 3, 2013

Contact: (313) 8337900,
www.dia.org
PLYMOUTH COMMU-
NITY ARTS COUNCIL
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday-Thursday
and during public events,
through Jan. 2, 2013
Location: Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Council, 774 N.
Sheldon, Plymouth.
Details: An exhibit of
paintings and drawing

by Jean-Paul Abou-Dib, a
graduate of the College
for Creative Studies, with a
master's degree in painting
hom Wayne State Univer-

Con!aﬂ (734) 416-4278
Film

PENN THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Jan. 3,
2013; 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 30
Location: 760 Penniman
Ave, Plymouth

Details: “Argo," $3
Coming up: “Wreck It
Ralph,” 7 p.m. Friday, Jan.
4and 10, 2013, and 4:45
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Jan. 56, 2013;
“Cloud Atlas,” 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 11 and 3:45
p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Jan. 12-13
Contact: (734) 453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com
REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Jan. 4,
ZOIZandlpm and 8 p.m.

n. 5,
Lotnmn' |7350 Lahser,
Detroit

etails: “Strangers on a
Train,” $4
Coming up: “Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes,” 8 p.m.
Jan. 18,2013 and 2 p.m
and 8 p.m. Jan. 19, 2013;
prizes will be awarded to
all Marilyn Monroe look-
alikes
Contact: (313) 537-2560;
www.redfordtheatre.com

Music

BASELINE FOLK

SOCIETY

Time/Date: Sign up for

open mic, 6:15-6:45 p.m.;
performances, 7 p.m.

the thira Saturday of the

month

Location: The JWH Center

for the Arts, Plymouth

- Community Arts Council,

774 N. Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: The next perfor-
mance on Jan. 19, 2013,
will feature John Natiw.
Tricia Lioyd will serve as
host. Admission is $5.
Individual and family an-
nual memberships also are
available

Contact: Scott Ludwig at
BFSpresident@aol.com or
call (734) 453-0869
BERMAN CENTER FOR
PEHFORMING ARTS
Time/Date:
Thursday, Jan. 31 P2013
Location: 6600 W. Maple,
West Bloomfield

Details: The Chamber

www
CHAMBER MUSIC
SOCIETY OF DETROIT
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Satur
day, Jan. 12, 2013
Location: Seligman
Performing Arts Center,
located on the campus
of Detroit Country Day
School, 22305 W. 13 Mile,
at Lahser, Beverly Hills
Details: Anthony Mar-
wood plays violin and
Aleksandar Madzar is on
piano for this program that
will include works by De-
bussy, Schubert, Beethoven
and Gordon Kerry. Tickets
range from $15-$60
Contact: (248) 855-6070 or
visit www.ChamberMusic
Detroit.org
FARMINGTON PLAY-
ERS BARN
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 12, 2013
Location: 32332 W. 12
Mile, Farmington Hills
Details: Peter Oprisko
presents “Fabulous Frank,”
a tribute to Frank Sinatra
The show will feature
timeless classics such as “Fly.
Me to the Moon,” “New
York, New York,” and
“Strangers in the Night.”
Tickets are $19 for adults
and $17 for students and
seniors. They're available
at httpsiirecreg fhgov.com,
by calling (248) 473-1848
or at the Costick Center at
28600 W. 11 Mile. Some
tickets may be available at
the door
Contact: (248) 473-1848
JAZZ AT THE ELKS
Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. last
Tuesday of the month
— except December
Location: Plymouth Elks
Lodge #1780, 41700 Ann
Arbor Road, Plymouth
Details: There is a $10 do-
nation at the door which
includes hors d'oeuvres.
Proceeds from Jazz Elks
goes toward special needs
and disadvantaged chil-
dren and veterans
Contact: (734) 453-
1780 or e-mail to plym-
outhelks1780@yahoo.com
TRINITY HOUSE
THEATRE
Time/Date: Most shows
start at 8 p.m., doors open
at 7:30 p.m.
Location: 38840 W. Six
Mile, Livonia
Details: Harper and the
Midwest Kind Acoustic
Show, Jan. 5, 2013; Floyd
King and the Bushwackers
with the Campfire Compa-
dres, Jan. 11, 2013; Empty
Chair Night with Annie and
Rod Capps, Joel Palmer and
The Potter’s Field, Jan. 13,
2013; Songwriters Anony-
mous Showcase, Jan. 18,
2013; David Nefesh and
Jef Reynolds with Anthony
Retka, Jan. 19, 2013; Lind-
say Lou and the Flatbel-
lys, Jan. 25, 2013; Billy
McLaughlin, Jan. 26, 2013.
Most shows tickets are $15,
and $12 for subscribers.
Only cash and checks are
accepted
Contact: (734) 464-6302
WOODWARD CORRI-
DOR MUSICIANS
Time/Date: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 13
Location: Congregational
Church of Birmingham,
1000 Cranbrook Road,
Bloomfield Hills
Details: Chamber music
concert features “Site for
Flute and Jazz Piano Trio"
by Claude Bolling and
“Trio in E-flat major, Opus
27," by Frantisek Skroup.
Admission is $10 for adults.
Students in K-12th grade
are admitted free
Contact: WoodwardCM
org; (248) 546-5818 or
LFDean@aol.com

p.m. daily

Location: |-696 service
drive and Woodward,
Royal Oak

Details: Admission is $11
for adults 15 to 61, $9
for senior citizens 62 and
older, and $7 for children
ages 2 to 14; children un-
der 2 are free.

Contact: (248) 541-5717
FISHING SHOW
Time/Date: 3-9:30 p.m
Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013; 11
2.m.-9:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
11, 2013; 10 a.m-9 p.m
saturday, Jan. 12, 2013;
and 10 am.-5 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 13,2013

Local Suburban Col
lection Showplace, 46100
Grand River Ave., Novi
Details: Vendors, dem-
onstrations, hands-on
fun with fishing. Family
activities include a cast-
ing contest, fishing from
a trout pond, a virtual
fishing simulator, and
much more. Admission

is free on Thursday only
for those who bring six
cans/boxes or four pounds
of non-perishable food
items to donate to the
annual Michigan Sports-
men Against Hunger food
drive. The food will be
donated to the American
Red Cross and area food
banks. Admission is $10
for adults and $4 for chil-
dren, 6-14; under 6 is free. |
On-site parking is $5
Contact: (800) 328-6550;
www.ultimatefishingshow
KELSEY MUSEUM

OF ARCHAEOLOGY
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday, through
Feb. 10, 2013

Location: 434 5. State,
Ann Arbor

Details: “Conserving
Antiquity” focuses on the
essential but often hidden
work of preserving art and
artifacts. Visitors will step.
behind the scenes and
experience the work of
conservators, which blends
scientific research and
hands-on treatment with
the study of art, archaeol-
ogy and history. *
Contact: (734) 764-9304;
www.Isa.umich.edu/kelsey
PLYMOUTH HISTORI-
CAL MUSI UM
Time/Date: 1

Wednesday, Fnday Sunday,
through Jan. 13, 2013
Location: 155 S. Main,
Plymouth

Details: “A Dickens of a
Christmas” celebrates the.
life of Charles Dickens. Ad-
mission is $5 for adults and
$2 for children, 6-17
Contact: (734) 455-8940
WAYNE COUNTY
LIGHTFEST

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. daily
through Dec. 31

Location: Along Hines
Drive in Westland. Enter
Lightfest at 7651 Merriman
in Westland

Details: Drive-through
holiday light display; $5 per
vehicle

Contact: (734) 261-1990
Theater

MUSIC HALL
Time/Date :4 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 13, 2013

Location: 350 Madison,
Detroit

Details: The Mermaid
Theatre of Nova Scotia
presents “Guess How Much
| Love You” and “I Love My
Little Storybook.“ Tickets
are $7 for kids and $17 for
adults or $30 for a family
pack of four tickets
Contact: www.ticketmas-
ter.com; (313) 887-8501;
www.musichall.org
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Hospital offers
same-day
mommogram
results

Study shows heart health varies nationwide

Americans’ cardiovascu-
lar health varies greatly from
state to state, according to new.
research in the Journal of the
American Heart Association

Henry Ford West Bloom- (JAH.
field Hospital is offering The study is the first to assess
car health at the
results at the time theexam  state level.
is performed. “Since the Centers for Dis-
Several appointments are  ease Control and Prevention
reserved daily for patients (CDC) is funding state heart
who want to wait for the disease and stroke prevention
radiologist to read and programs, we thought it would

report on their digital mam-
mograms. Patients also can
receive screening mam-
‘mogram results by phone
within 24 hours, and usual-
ly receive a letter with their
results within 48 hours.
"Prowdmg the results of
screening mammograms to
patients in the same appoint-
ment as the exam is a rare
service in this region,” stat-
ed Denise Collins, M.D., ser-
it

be helpful to have cardiovas-
cular health information on the
state level, to help better focus
our efforts,” stated Dr. Jing
Fang, M.D., M.S,, an epidemi-
ologist with the CDC’s Division
for Heart Disease and Stroke
Prevention in Atlanta, Ga.
Using 2009 data from the
Behavioral Risk Factor Sur-
veillance System — a telephone
survey of more than 350,000

people in the 50 states and
Washington, D.C. — research-
ers collected information on the
American Heart Association’s
seven major heart-health fac-
tors: blood pressure, total cho-
lesterol, smoking, body mass
index, diabetes, physical activi-
ty, and fruit and vegetable con-
sumption.

Researchers found:

« The percentage of the popu-
lation reporting ideal cardiovas-
cular health — defined as hav-
ing optimal levels of all seven
factors — was lowest in Okla-
homa, West Virginia, and Mis-
sissippi and highest in Washing-
ton, D.C., Vermont and Virginia.

« Three percent of Michigan’s
population reported having ide-
al heart health.

« About 10 percent of the
total population reported hav-

health,

factors at optimal levels.

« In general, people living
in western and New England
states reported having a higher
percentage of ideal cardiovas-
cular health.

“Americans reported having
on average more than four of
the seven risk factors for heart
disease,” Fang stated. “We also
found large disparities by age,
sex, race/ethnicity and levels of
education.”

= Those who were 65 or older
reported the lowest percentage
of ideal heart health and the 35-
54 age group reported the high-
est percentage of ideal heart
health.

« Women said they were far-
ing better than men.

* Whites and Asian/Pacif-
ic Islanders reported highest
rates of heart health while Afri-
Native Ameri-

ing poor car
with two or fewer heart-health

Cans and Alaska Natives fared

most poorly.

« Those in the highest edu-
cation group reported better
health than the other groups.

Estimates in the report may
help health professionals set
goals for reducing risk for
heart disease and stroke and
for improving cardiovascular
health.

“This study gives us impor-
tant information about the fac-
tors and behaviors that need
the most improvement in each
state to achieve the Ameri-
can Heart Association’s goal
of improving cardiovascular
health for all Americans,” Fang
said.

The American Heart Associ-
ation aims to improve the car-
diovascular health of all Ameri-
cans by 20 percent while reduc-
ing deaths from cardiovascular
diseases and stroke by 20 per-
cent, by the year 2020.

vice chief for
Henry Ford West Bloom-
field

Hospital.

Patricia Miller, M.D. divi-
sion head of Breast Imaging,
Radiology, at Henry Ford
Health System, said most
facilities don't offer such
quick results for annual
screening mammograms.

“An annual mammogram
is recommended for wom-
en, beginning at age 40, for
early detection of cancer,
regardless of family his-
tory,” Miller said. “Breast
self exams also are very
important, and women of all
ages should perform them
monthly.”

Henry Ford West Bloom-
field Hospital is located at
6777 W. Maple Road, in West
Bloomfield.

Mammogram appoint-
ments may be made online
at www.henryfordwest-
bloomfield.com/mamm or
by calling (248) 325-3828.

January

MICHIGAN BARIATRIC
INSTITUTE
The Institute offers free monthly
educational seminars, from 6-7:30
.m. about Bariatric weight loss
surgery. Tallal Zeni, MD, director
of Minimally Invasive and Bariatric
Surgery, and Jacob Roberts, DO,
bariatric surgeon, will lead the
sessions on Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013,
Feb. 7, 2013 and March 14, 2013
at 5t. Mary Mercy Livonia, North
Auditorium, located on the hospi-
tal campus at Levan and Five Mile,
Livonia. The Michigan Bariatric
Institute offers three options for
Bariatric weight loss surgery, in-
cluding laparoscopic gastric bypass,
sleeve gastrectomy and adjustable
gastric banding. Bariatric surgery
is a minimal surgical approach to
treating obesity and is performed
laparoscopically, resulting in
minimal pain, less scarring, shorter
hospitalization and recovery time.
For more information, call the

MEDICAL

Roberts Zeni

Michigan Bariatric Institute at (877)
9499344, located at 14555 Levan
Road, Suite 311, Marian Profes-
sional Building, Livonia.

SINUS RELIEF

Warren L. Brandes, D.O. will
present a free community lec-

ture about advanced technology
that helps people suffering from
chronic sinus symptoms, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013, at Botsford
Hospital’s Community Room in the
Administration & Education Center,
28050 Grand River Ave, Farming-
ton Hills. Balloon Sinuplasty gives
long-term relief by effectively
opening blocked sinus passage-

DATEBOOK

ways and is minimally invasive and
FDA-approved. Call (877) 442-7900,
option #1 to register.
VOLUNTEER VOICES

The Therapy Choirs of Michigan
extends an invitation to individuals
with any kind of special needs or
disabilities and their able-bodied
family and friends, to participate in
singing. Times and dates of sessions
in January vary. Call Len McCulloch
at (248) 474-2763 ext 22. Or visit
www.therapychoirs.org.

Ongoing

AQUATIC CLASSES
The YMCA of Metropolitan
Detroit and the Arthritis Foun-
dation have partnered to offer
aquatic classes designed to ease
the pain of arthritis. Classes are
held 11 a.m.-noon Tuesday and
Thursday at the Farmington
branch; 1-1:45 p.m. Monday
and Wednesday at the Livonia
branch; and 2-3 p.m

branch. All classes are offered
to members and nonmembers
of every age and participants
do not need to know how to
swim to participate. To join or
for more information, interested
individuals can contact their lo-
cal YMCA branch or visit www.
ymcadetroit.org.

ARTHRITIS SUPPORT

2-3:30 p.m. the third Thursday
of the month at the Krieger
Center, DMC Huron Valley-Sinai
Hospital, 1 William Carls Drive,
Commerce. Enter the building
via the South Garden entrance.
Registration not required.
BREAST CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP

Meets 6:30-8 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of the month in the
Atrium of Our Lady of Hope.
Cancer Center, St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile (use
south entrance off Levan Road),
Livonia. Call (734) 655-1100, or

and Friday, at the Birmingham

visit www. .0rg.

JAMESR.

MULDOON, ss. e

Restoring Hope to Puzzled Patients

Chiropractic with a functional
neurologic approach
yields results that are
not always obtained
with conventional

medicine. A detailed
exam locates
imbalance and

Continuing Educ

schoo

Schoolcraft
Y College

MGrand{Opening
) OpenfHouse
4‘8'. Informatloanvent

Sat’.t,‘b-Jan.-19,2013

from partmxpahng
businesses

g in-home care and support

!'OR seniors BY seniors. Leam about flexible job opportunities
for caring, active seniors over 50 years young.

- Event location: Kirk Of Our Savior Presbyterian Chuxch
6660 Cherry Hill Road, Westland, between Newbuxgh &Wayne Roads
H info call: 734-996-9570 or email: seni com

dysfunction between
the brain, body and
spine. This imbalance
often results in many
diseases and disorders. In
children this imbalance may be
associated with autism, ADHD, OCD, dyslexia and more.
Chiropractic care combined with functional rehabilitation
restores balance and is able to eliminate symptoms.

Call today to set up an exam or for a free
consultation. Let me help you put the puzzle pieces
of your health back together again.

Dr. Muldoon is offering a brand new approach to a
100-year-old profession. Currently board eligible in
Functional Neurology and Childhood Developmental
Disorders, a neurologic approach is taken with every
patient. A wide variety of techniques are used in treatment
including

exercises, massage, nuritional support, light and sound
therapies. Functional Neurology restores proper operation
of the brain to allow the body to work as a whole.

40020 Five Mile Road (at Haggerty)
Plymouth, MI 48170

734.420.3434
Achieving Health Chiropractic Clinic

AT-OE0RT9IZAR-POT
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a Honses

When Elaine Cash decided
it was time to move to a senior
community, she found what

she was looking for in her own
backyard at Abbey Park at Mill
River. Born and raised on a
farm just three miles away,
Elaine watched the construction
of Abbey Park and carefully
considered the advantages
offered by the community.

As the final stages of building
were completed “It got me
thinking,” she said. “I decided,
on my own, this was the
answer.”

Elaine knew it was time for
a change; the family home that
she and her husband, Jim, built
in 1950 was no longer practical.
The Cash Family has lived in

Lyon Township, a picturesque
rural setting noted for the
warmth of loving neighbors,
for six generations. Moving
into Abbey Park keeps Elaine
close to friends and family
and provides security, support
and reassurance to loved ones
concerned about her living
alone.

While Elaine made the
move to satisfy the concerns
of her family, she is quick to
acknowledge that she is very
happy in her new home. “I
am blessed tohave made a best
friend here,” Elaine said. “I
never thought I would spend
my later years in such a lovely
home as Abbey Park. I feel like
the luckiest person living here.”

Get to know people, places & things
to do in your community & more.

Local news that fits your life

My VERY
PLEASANT
SURPRISE
Just minutes from
Ann Arbor, Novi and
Brighton, Abbey Park’s
convenient location —
on Milford Road across
from Coyote Golf Club
and just minutes from
1.96 — enjoys a beautiful
countryside setting, with
state of the art amenities
in addition to quick access
to three major hospitals.
Within just a few days
of Abbey Park’s opening
in January 2009,
Elaine and her
three children
enjoyed a lunch
and tour of the
facility. She was
surprised and “Yery
impressed,” with
her initial visit.
Elaine
the beautiful
landscaping of
the grounds and
courtyards, an
elegant lobby
ing fountains,

fireplaces, and
a grand piano
along with the
welcoming

Iwozﬂd spemf

son living here.”

smiles of a few old
friends and some new
neighbors.

With any move there
are decisions o be made,
and so after offering
the family home to her
granddaughter, Elaine’s
first step was o find the
perfect apartment in her
new community. With
nine floor plans ranging
from one bedroom/one
bath to two bedrooms
with two full baths and
two walk-in closets,
all apartment options
at Abbey Park include

my later years
in such a lovely
home as Abbey
Park. I feel like
the luckiest per-

a balcony or patio.
Monthly rental fees
include heat, water,
electricity in addition
to 24-hour staffing,
medical monif dail
housekeeping, weekly
laundry service, delicious
meals served in the
beautiful Grand Dining
oom, continental
breakfast and over 45
activities — including two
happy hour events and
live entertainment —
enjoy each week.
{LhereNs were
additional surprises,
too: the community
was luxurious and
elegant but also very
affordable. The meals
served in the elegant
dining room by attentive
staff and prepared on
site, were delicious.
“The food is like a nice
restaurant,” Elaine
said, and said that the
employees and residents
are, “Like another
large family.” There’s a
calendar full of weekly
shopping trips, monthly
casino excursions,
Bingo, ice cream
socials and destination
outings, such as trips

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Abbey Park

‘grounds of Abbey Park at their annual car show.

to Frankenmuth and
holiday shopping trips.
Within the community,
there is a theater, library,
computer center, fitness
center, hair salon and
physical therapists on
site. Medicare-certified
optional personal
care services are also
available. ¥

THERE'S
No Prace LIKE
My New Home

Elaine was quick to
credit the leadership
of the staff with the
spirit of community
and a calendar full of
celebrations. “To me,
[Administrator] Tamra
Ward and [Hospitality
Director] Charles
Duty are ‘Abbey Park;
plus of course, their
wonderful, friendly,
caring staff.” Elaine’s
social calendar is
full of parties and
events. There’s a
champagne brunch

Left: Abbey Park at Mill
River resident Elaine Cash Is
‘surrounded by famlly at last
year's Christmas party.

every Sunday, birthday
parties, Grandkids
Halloween Carnival,
Grandparent’s Day
Luau, Oktoberfest and
Abbey Park’s Festival
of Trees. There’s a
delicious menu for each
holiday and celebration
dinners are open to
family and friends.
Abbey Park at Mill
River offers a Facebook
page that is updated
after each event for
the enjoyment of the
residents and their
loved ones.

Soon after her move
to Abbey Park at Mill
River, Elaine met
owners Dr. Benjamin
Stein, Joe Norber and
Edward Rosenbaum
during one of their
weekly site visits. “1
told them how much
1 loved it here,” Elaine
said “I am a walking
commercial for Abbey
Park.

Elaine celebrated
her third anniversary
as a resident at Abbey
Park in September and
enjoys being part of the
Abbey Park family. “1
have loved every single
day here,” she said.

QEDSTS082%

[ Grand Blanc
At Genesys Health Park
| 3221 E. Baldwin Rd.

{ Grand Blanc, MI
1 (810) 606-1110

a4

Luxur
at Afj%rdable Prices

For more information, visit our websit
: | W A

248-437-6550

Senior Living

Across from Coyote Golf Course

Lyon Township
Off Milford Rd.

28413 Abbey Lane

New Hudson, M1
(248) 437-6550
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Do I really need to include a cover letter?
New thoughts on an old standard

Beth Braccio Hering,
Special to CareerBuilder
Including a cover letter with
your résumé is commonly con-
sidered a “golden rule” of job
searching. But in this age of
online applications and recruit-
ers who need to scan material
quickly, is this practice consid-
ered outdated?

Consider the following: For
his book “Unbeatable Résumés:
America’s Top Recruiter Reveals
What REALLY Gets You Hired,”
author Tony Beshara asked
hiring authorities from a vari-
ety of disciplines the question
“How important is a cover let-
ter when you are receiving ré-
sumés?” 0f the more than 3,000
respondents, 86 percent said
“notveryimportant.”

So if only 14 percent of the
people seeing your résumé con-
sider a cover letter important,
isitworth doing?

To send or not to send

“Unless the employer specifi-
cally requests a cover letter, T
would recommend that candi-
dates do not include one,” says
Jen Rallis, author of “Ugly Ré-
sumés Get Jobs.” “Many recruit-
ers only spend a few minutes
scanning a résumé and disre-
gard cover letters all together.”
Instead, she favors a well-writ-
ten summary of qualifications
specific to the position being
applied to listed at the top of
the résume.

Many experts, however, make
the case that a concise, tar-
geted cover letter has value.

“Tn a cover letter, you can pre-
cisely match your qualifications
to job requirements and/or to
the company to a degree that
is difficult on a résumé,” says
Pennell Locey, senior consult-
ant for Keystone Associates, a
career management consult-
ing firm headquartered in Bos-
ton. “Choose no more than five
key points where you feel your
qualifications directly make
you a standout, and highlight
the specifics of those in your
letter. Bullet points ratherthan
a narrative can make it easy for
an employer to read.”

“From a recruiting stand-
point, T would likely look at
a cover letter after reading
someone’s résumé,” says Tracy
Cashman, partner and general
manager of the information

technology division of Winter,
Wyman — one of the largest
staffing firms in the Northeast.
“Iam more interested in exam-
ining a person’s work experi-
ence and skills than reading
the sometimes ‘fluffy’ nature of
a cover letter.” Still, she notes
that a cover letter can be help-
ful, especially when it explains
something that can't really be
covered in the résumé itself,
such as a gap in employment
history or a position outside
the person’s obvious career
track. Cashman’s colleague
Beverly Morgan — a partner
in Winter, Wyman’s human re-
sources division — adds that
a cover letter should mention
anyone you know within the or-
ganization to build a more per-
sonal connection.

Making the decision
Obviously, if ajob ad asks for
acover letter, one should be in-
cluded because failure to do so
Looks like you aren't following
directions. Likewise, the deci-
sion is already made when an
online application only allows
space for a résumé. For other
cases, it s difficult to tell what
role a cover letter may or may
not playin the hiring process.

While a cover letter is typi-
cally placed before a résumé,
Beshara's survey respondents
frequently said that if they read
a cover letter at all, they did so
after examining the résumé.
Thus, applicants may want to
reconsider how they approach
their material, realizing that
their résumé must be the atten-
tion-grabber.

When an applicant does in-
clude a cover letter, Beshara
stresses that it must be con-
cise. “I can't tell you the num-
ber of résumés I receive with a
full-page cover letter that will
rarely, if ever, get read ..You
have to make an impact quick-
ly, with specifics that say ‘You
need tointerview me.”

Other tips Beshara has for
job seekers who choose to send
cover letters include:

- Having a phone conversa-
tion with the hiring authority
beforehand and then referenc-
ing that callin the letter.

- Using bullet points to list
accomplishments that apply to
the specificjob opening.

- Quantifying achievements
using numbers, statistics and
percentages.

- Focusing on what you can
do for the company, not on your
own needs.

Lastly, Beshara and others
urge candidates to ditch any
generic cover letters. “As a rule
of thumb: If your cover letter
could be true for any job/com-
pany you apply for, then itisn’t
targeted enough,” Locey says.
So if you've decided sending a
cover letter is worth your time,
do it right and let the reader
know you wrote it just for him.

Beth Braccio Hering research-
es and writes about job search
strategy, career management,
hiring trends and workplace is-
sues for CareerBuilder. Follow @
Careerbuilder on Twitter.
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Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 99 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Auto brands shed light on their 2013 Detroit Auto Show plans

The paint s just dry on
the 2012 sales year and
already auto brands are
gearing up for a 2013
that they hope will be
even more prosperous.
U.S. auto sales defied
the economic head-
winds this year, and
prognostications so far are that they'll
lead the way again next year in bringing
whatever further measure of recovery
comes to America.

By Dale Buss

That's why the buzz around the North
American International Auto Show,
known colloquially as the Detroit auto
show, already is stronger than it has been
in a few years — at least since before the
Great Recession and the GM and Chrysler
financial bailouts.

Nearly 50 products are slated to be un-
veiled at the NAIAS beginning with a me-
dia preview on January 14 and 15, with
most of them being global “reveals.” The
Chinese will be back after bowing out for
a fewyears. Anumber of luxury marques
are returning to the show after absences;
they include Jaguar, Land Rover, Ferrari
and Maserati.

Here’s a look at what a few brands al-
ready have signalled to expect at the De-
troit Auto show:

Cadillac will be breaking out intoiits own
display area in Detroit under the roof of
the recently renovated and expanded
Cobo Hall. Traditionally, GM has grouped
its highest-end brand along with its oth-
er brands in a single seamless space. But
at this show, GM is creating a separate
space for Caddy that will be close to Fer-
rari, Porsche and Volvo.

“It's mainly just an effort to place Ca-
dillac within the context of our luxury
competitors,” a GM spokesman told the
Detroit News. “That's better for people
attending the show, too — making it eas-
ier to compare and shop cars in the same
segmentor category.”

Ford reportedlyis planning to use NATAS
in part to answer the pickup-promoting
attention that General Motors has been
able to generate this month with the
unveiling of its new Chevrolet Silverado
and GMC Sierra. The Ford F-150 pickup re-
mains America’s best-selling vehicle, and
50 expect the company not to take lightly
any threat to the franchise. Chrysler un-
veiled a new Ram earlier this year as well.

Industry buzz has it that Ford will pro-
vide a teaser at the Detroit show to its
new F-150 thatisn’t due in production un-
til the 2015 model year. Because even GM
has described the design of its new trucks.
as “evolutionary, not revolutionary,” the
thinking apparently is that Ford will be
able to steal some attention with a peak
atits own new sheetmetal.

Honda is expected to debut a new con-

cept car at Detroit
that will become
a production ver-
sion of a small SUV
within three years,
reports say. Auto
pundits beleive it
will be spun off the
new Honda Jazz
platform that is
duein the nexttwo
years as a high-
volume vehicle for
both the U.S. and
European markets.

Lincoln is doing a
respectable job of attempting to reposi-
tion the brand after neglecting it for a
few years, with new TV ads starring Abra-
ham Lincoln and a retro new name for the
brand, Lincoln Motor Company. But what
Lincoln really needsis to let the American
public at least get a sniff of some of the
other new products it plans to bring out
in addition to the 2013 MKZ that it teased
at last year’s Detroit show.

So this time around, Lincoln is reported

Ford repnmnly willtry to use the Detroit auto show to keep its F-150 king of
the mountain.

to be unveiling a small SUV based on the
Ford Escape. The MKC crossover would be
a luxury version of the vehicle.

Mini, the BMW-owned tiny-car brand
that keeps topping charts in things like
customer satisfaction in the U.S. market,
plans to host the world premier of the:
John Cooper Works Paceman. Their new
three-door model will be the latest offer-
ing from the sub-brand and, as Mini puts.
it, “brings a high-octane race feeling to
the streets of the urban jungle.”

Toyota will debut a concept car it’s call-
ing Furia, an “exciting sedan concept,”
according to a press statement from the:
brand. A teaser video of the car shows de-
tails such as a rear lip spoiler, LED lights
and what appears to be carbon-fiber trim,
as Edmunds.com’s Insideline sees it.
The concept could provide hints about
what Toyota fans can expect in the new
2014 Toyota Corolla as it will compete
with the redesigned Honda Civic, and
other subcompacts.
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