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Police b o d y  cameras raise policy questions
Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

Canton police officers are 
expected to start wearing body 
cameras as early as spring, but 
officials say the tools raise 
policy questions that still need 
resolving.

T he body cameras are in­
tended to document law en­
forcement work and boost 
public trust after a rash of 
police-involved shootings 
across the nation.

Public Safety Director Todd 
Mutchler said police work 
already has c o m e  under in­
creased scrutiny by onlookers 
using smart phone cameras to 
videotape even the most rou­
tine traffic stops. H e  said it has

become critical for officers to 
record their o w n  actions.

“This tells the story from the 
officer’s perspective,” he said. 
“It really levels the playing 
field.”

Local officials say Canton 
still has to develop a firm pol­
icy for police body cameras, 
including h o w  not to violate 
certain privacy rights when 
entering a home.

“W e ’ve got to have a good 
policy in place before w e  start 
strapping them on,” township 
TVustee Pat Williams said.

Mutchler said other policy 
considerations involve w h e n  to 
turn the body cameras on and 
off and h o w  to respond to what 
could be a sharp uptick in Free­
d o m  of Information Act re­

quests. H e  said the issues 
should be resolved before the 
cameras arrive.

Mutchler’s remarks c a m e  
Tuesday night after the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees 
agreed to spend $30,000 to buy 
60 body cameras to provide an 
unbiased eye to protect both 
police officers and citizens.

Canton’s decision to buy 
Body V ISION cameras m a d e  by 
Rockaway, N.J.-based L-3 M o ­
bile Vision, Inc., comes as local 
authorities join a growing trend 
toward documenting police 
work.

“W e  k n o w  it’s not a pana­
cea,” Mutchler said.

Still, Canton police Lt. Pat
See CAMERAS, Page A2
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C a n t o n  Public Safety Director T o d d  Mutchler, s h o w n  here during an earlier 
public forum, says police officers should h a v e  b o d y  cameras in the spring.

Church stages living nativity scene

Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Hundreds of people are expected to 
flock to a Canton church Sunday as 
actors stage a live nativity scene de­
picting the first Christmas.

It all unfolds 4:30-8:30 p.m. amidst a 
wooded area at Friendship Church, 1240 
N. Beck, near Saltz, marking a tradition 
the Rev. Mike Norton said began 15 
years ago in places such as neighbor­
hood garages and Heritage Park.

" W e  try to promote this in the c o m ­
munity just as a service reinforcing the 
historic message of Christmas Day,” he 
said.

Tbur guide Ethan Petzold, a 17-year- 
old church member, said the 15-minute 
guided walk includes several scenes 
involving actors and animals —  sheep, a 
calf, a goat, a donkey — - brought in from 
D o n  Fraser's Real Life F a r m  in Canton.

‘T v e  always loved what w e  do with 
the living nativity scene,” Petzold said. 
"I think it’s important because it can 
really bring a  lot of people in the c o m ­
munity together for the true meaning of

See NATIVITY, Page A2
F R I E N D S H I P  C H U R C H

Y o u n g  actors join in the living nativity scene at Friendship Church.

Terrorism charges for Canton m a n  wh o  tweeted ‘killing kids’
Abby Welsh and 
Lisa Roose-Church

Michigan com

T h e  Livingston County 
prosecutor's office has autho­
rized terrorism charges 
against a Canton Township 
m a n  w h o  tweeted on Howell 
Public Schools’ account a 
threat about "killing kids.’’

Prosecutor William Vail- 
liencourt said he authorized 
charges Thursday against 
Scott Richard Parker for four 
counts of making a threat of 
terrorism for threats c o m m u ­
nicated Wednesday via Twitter 
involving four Howell-area 
schools. H e  did not n a m e  the 
Howell schools.

Arraignment for Parker, 21.

w h o  w as arrested Thursday 
afternoon, w as expected Fri­
day in 53rd District Court in 
Howell. H e  faces up to 20 
years in prison if he is convict­
ed as charged.

Howell Police Chief George 
Basar said the Canton m a n  
m a d e  a "non-specific threat 
about killing kids*' on the H o w ­
ell Public Schools* Twitter

account, @HowellMISchools, 
around 5:30 p.m. Wednesday.

" H e  has some diminished 
(mental) capacity,” Basar said. 
" H e  never had the means or 
capacity to carry it out.... H e  
has no access to any weapons 
or transportation. His physical 
limitations are such that he

Se« TERRORISM. Page A7

Four teens 
charged 
in Canton 
burglary

Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Four teens have been 
charged amid accusations they 
broke into a Canton business 
and fled the scene as police 
arrived.

Police say the burglary 
happened shortly before 1 a.m. 
Sunday at the W a y n e  L a w n  &  
Garden Center, on Michigan 
Avenue near Lotz.

Facing a Dec. 28 court hear­
ing on charges of breaking and 
entering are London Myles 
McLeod, 17, of 
Belleville, Le- 
dell O ’Bryant,
18, of Romulus, 
and Marcus 
Darnell Wilhide,
17, of Wayne.
Police declined 
to n a m e  a 15- 
year-old suspect 
because he is a 
juvenile.

Police re­
sponded to the 
burglary after 
an alarm c om pa ­
ny, Sonitrol 
TYi-County, de­
tected a break- 
in and, through 
live audio, heard 
a loud banging 
noise at the 
building, a po­
lice report said.
Officials believe 
the suspects 
used s o m e  type 
of tool to get 
inside the build­
ing, though it 
appeared noth­
ing w as missing.

Detective Sgt. D an  Traylor 
said suspects could be seen 
fleeing as police arrived. Offi-; 
cers nabbed two teens near the 
scene, a third was captured 
within hours and a fourth was 
taken into custody the next 
morning.

O ’Bryant. M c L e o d  and Wil­
hide were arraigned M onday 
by 35th District Judge Ron 
L o w e  on charges of breaking 
and entering, while the fourth 
teen’s case will be handled by- 
juvenile authorities.

T he charge is punishable by 
up to 10 years in prison. Not- 
guilty pleas have been placed 
on record for the defendants.

L o w e  set a $500 bond for 
O ’Bryant and released M cLeod 
and Wilhide on personal bonds.

Sonitrol issued a statement 
Thursday saying one of its 
monitoring specialists was in 
direct communication with a 
Canton police as the incident 
unfolded.

"The police were apprecia-
See BURGLARY. Pag« A2
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Baseline Folk Society 
celebrates the holidays

F R I E N D S H I P  C H U R C H
Church actors a n d  farm animals are involved in the living nativity event.

T he Baseline Folk 
Society invites the pub­
lic to celebrate the holi­
days with musical cheer 
at a concern at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 19, at the 
The J W H  Center for the 
Arts, Plymouth C o m m u ­
nity Arts Council, 774 
N. Sheldon Road.

Donations are $5 at 
the door or annual 
memberships are avail­
able.

Alex and Maggie 
Zakim are hosts this 
month. They will per­
form a couple of tunes, 
with banjo and guitar.
At 8 p.m., the Zakims 
will introduce the fea­

tured guest. Pat &  Geff, 
w h o  involve the audi­
ence and perform some 
remarkable traditional 
and original tunes.

According to their 
Facebook page, "Pat 
O ’Sullivan &  Geff Phil­
lips are two longtime 
musicians and friends 
w h o  combine their orig­
inal songs, unique cover 
song arrangements and 
h u m o r  to entertain 
audiences and them­
selves."

Open mic perform­
ers will be on-stage 
7-7:50 p.m. Sign-up for 
open mic is 6:15-6:40 
p.m.

NATIVITY
Continued f r o m  Page A1

Christmas."
Organizers hope the 

event will draw atten­
tion a w a y  from the 
commercialization of 
Christmas to celebrate 
its real meaning.

Norton said the 
event, which is free, has 
grown and is expected

B U R G U R Y
Continued f r o m  P a g e  A1

tive that the intruder 
alarm at the business 
was a verifiable one and

this year to draw about 
800 spectators, includ­
ing m a n y  w h o  aren’t 
Friendship Church 
members. Sunday’s 
weather is forecast as 
mild, compared to some 
year’s w h e n  organizers 
faced snowstorms or 
freezing temperatures.

Petzold said Canton’s 
living nativity scene 
comes one day after the 
local church helped 
with similar events at

that a m e m b e r  of our 
professional monitoring 
team w as able to verify 
the crime in progress,” 
said Mike Buckel, So- 
nitrol vice president of 
operations, calling the 
incident an example of

two other churches in 
Detroit and Shelby 
Township, where Pet­
zold was set to play the 
role of Joseph.

Norton said more 
than 100 volunteers are 
involved in Canton, 
alone.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObsen/er 
734-972-0919

h o w  well the security 
technology works.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

CAMERAS
Continued f r o m  P a g e  A1

Sullivan, w ho spearheaded 
the initiative, has called 
the need for body cameras 
"well-established."

O n  Tbesday, township 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy 
cited several reasons why:

» The cameras provide 
accurate documentation 
of arrests and other en­
counters between police 
and the public.

» Videos reveal unbi­
ased evidence police can 
use as they investigate 
crimes and seek convic­
tions against suspects.

» The tools usher in a 
heightened era of trans­
parency that can boost 
public trust in police offi­
cers.

» Video footage can be 
used for training, especial­
ly in situations where an 
officer’s safety is at stake.

» Body cameras can 
provide evidence to in­
vestigate citizen c o m ­
plaints and to protect 
police officers from false 
claims of misconduct.

Canton chose the Body- 
VISION cameras because 
they complement in-car 
cameras police already 
use from L-3 Mobile.

In other police news 
Tbesday:

» The board agreed to 
spend nearly $30,000 to 
buy 11 n e w  Thser guns that 
police officers can use as a 
less-lethal w a y  to bring 
unruly suspects under 
control. The purchase 
comes as some of the 
police department’s las­
ers are aging and is paid 
by drug forfeiture funds.

» The board opted to 
spend $7,200 for a new 
mobile, radar speed trail­
er that can be placed along 
the roadside to advise 
motorists of their speed. 
The so-called Stalker 
S A M ,  or Speed Awareness 
Monitor, also can provide 
information such as traf­
fic counts and the average 
speed of motorists, along 
with high and low speeds.

The speed trailer re­
places one that is 20 years 
sold.

dclemQhometownlife. com 
Twitter: @CantonObsen/er
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Alchlnson Ford has received the President's Award from Ford Motor Company, which is Ford's highest honor for customer satisfaction.

A
different

w a y  t o  c  a r e
C O M M U N I T Y  
N O W  OPEN!
Gall us to tour the 
Beacon Square 

Northville models, 
meet us and reserve 
your apartment.

*  -

Join the Founders Club for Grand Opening Rent Specials

FEATURING
T h e  Beacon of Light M e m o r y  Care Program™

Memory Care and Assisted Living 
Senior Living Community

For more information visit our website at 
www.beaconsquareliving.com
Phone 248-349-0400

40033 W. Eight Mile Rd, Northville, M I  48167

24 month lease for |i 
$ 1 0 9  per month* fi
Rebates up to $4,000
BUY AS LOW AS |
$18,845 |

2016 E S C A P E  S E i24 month lease for 
$ 1 2 8  per month*
Rebates up to $4,000 J
BUY AS LOW AS |
$20,758 |

I 2015 F-150 SUPERCAB XU 4X4 ^
Hi , f24 month lease for •;] 

$ 2 2 1  per month* ;••!
i Rebates up to $6,000 .'
BUY AS LOW AS
$32,498

USED CAR SPECIAL!
2013 LINCOLN ' 
MKZ AWD I

^  Loaded, 30,000 miles
U  ^  $22,388 %|

9800 Belleville Rd. • Belleville, Ml 48111

- , •. •Requires Ford Credit financing, see salesperson for details Offer expires 12-31-15

OPEN MONDAY & THURSDAY 9AM - 9PM | TUES, WED & FRI 9AM - 6PM | SATURDAY: 10AM - 3PM



Christmas cheer 
lives in Plymouth
T he temperature was unseasonably warm, but the spirit was 

definitely Christmas-like Thursday evening in downtown Ply­
mouth.

T he second annual Christmas in Plymouth event drew hun­
dreds of people downtown for shopping specials, live music, 
horse and carriage rides and a community sing-along.

T he town was bathed in a the glow of holiday lights, from the 
trees in the Main Street boulevard to holiday displays in Kellogg 
Park to the park’s decorated evergreen trees.

Performers included the Cherry Hill Singers, a brass en­
semble from Schoolcraft College and the Evenin’ Gentlemen 
Barbershop Quartet. In addition, the Michigan Philharmonic 
appeared at the Penn Theatre for a holiday pops concert, plus 
there w as a sing-along at the Plymouth C om mu ni ty  C h a m b e r  of 
Commerce. M A T T  J A C H M A N

A  brass e n s e m b l e  f r o m  Schoolcraft College d r e w  a c r o w d  in front of S u n  &  
S n o w  at M a i n  Street a n d  A n n  Arbor Trail.

Allen

Glenn senior 
speaks at 
national 

conference
John Glenn High School 

senior Brandon Allen w as  se­
lected to speak at the national 
T E D  Youth Conference in N e w  
York last month. Allen is part 
of the Eastern Michigan Uni­
versity Bright Futures pro­
g r a m  at John Glenn.

Through this program, he 
did a T E D - E D  Talk two years 
ago titled “Debunking the 
Black Male Stereotype." H e  

was selected 
from students 
around the 
world to present 
his platform at 
the national 
T E D  Youth C on­
ference. H e  
spoke in front of 
a few thousand 
teens and his 

presentation was broadcast 
around the world.

T he Eastern Michigan Uni­
versity Bright Futures pro­
g r a m  facilitated the T E D - E D  
Club at John Glenn High 
School. T E D - E D  is a w a y  to 
celebrate the ideas of students 
around the world. Students, 
ages 8-18, can identify and 
research ideas that matter to 
them the most. They work on 
their storytelling and c o m m u ­
nication skills. Then they 
frame their idea and present it 
in a T E D  talk. The talks are 
uploaded to the T E D - E D  You- 
T\ibe channel and some, like 
Allen’s, are selected to be fea­
tured on the T E D - E D  website.

M o r e  than 1,000 students in 
more than 20 countries partici­
pate in T E D - E D  Clubs.

In addition to public speak­
ing, Allen currently holds a 
state office in D E C C A ,  is a 
founding m e m b e r  of the Male 
African American Scholars 
group, participates in the 
Champions of John Glenn m e n ­
toring program, has a 3.5 ca­
reer grade-point average, is 
taking three Advanced Place­
ment classes and would like to 
attend Syracuse University in 
N e w  York to study broadcast 
journalism.

S I G N  
D E T A I L S
? v  A

Tfie ‘V’iCCas, Canton, ‘M I
s with enchant

homes with
fabulous gourmet kitchens, convenient 1st floor 
laundries, rejuvenating master suites, ceramic 
tile in the baths, full basements and attached 
2-car garages. From 1,450 to 2,000 sq. ft. of
space in all..all from the unbelievable low $ 2 0 0 ’s
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P-CEP girls shine in w e b  design completion

F r o m  left are teacher J o h n  Magoulick, students Nicole Kuang, Claudia Chen, Jasmine Pearson a n d  Caroline 
Scheuing, teacher Karen Hanchett a n d  student Joselyn Schlosser.

Five P-CEP students were 
honored Dec. 5 at the Michigan 
Council of W o m e n  in Technol­
ogy Foundation’s 10th annual 
Website Design Completion for 
Michigan Girls.

Each girl designed a five- 
page website based on this 
year’s theme, “Food, Glorious 
Food." T he contest was open to 
high school girls in Michigan 
in two categories —  beginner 
and advanced.

M o r e  than 165 entries were 
submitted and the top 12 w e b ­
sites in each category were 
honored as finalists. Cash priz­
es of up to $750 were awarded 
with each category having six 
prize winners. The first-place 
winner in the advanced cate­
gory was offered a paid in­
ternship at Comerica Bank 
during s u m m e r  2016.

T he girls were either en­
rolled in the w e b  design class 
at P-CEP taught by Plymouth 
High School teacher Karen 
Hanchett or in the G E T  IT

Club, which is sponsored by 
Canton High School teacher 
John Magoulick.

Finalists in the beginning 
category were Claudia Chen of 
Salem High School and Nicole 
Kuang, Caroline Scheuing and 
Joselyn Schlosser of Canton 
High School. Scheuing took 
h o m e  third-place earning a 
check of $200 and Schlosser 
earned an honorable mention 
along with a check of $50. Jas­
mine Pearson of Plymouth 
High School was a finalist in 
the advanced category. Chen 
w o n  an A m a z o n  gift card in a 
drawing.

Michigan Council of W o m e n  
in Tbchnology sponsors the 
event and also the G E T  IT Club 
at P C E P  The council is also 
offering scholarship opportu­
nities to senior girls w h o  plan 
to enroll in an Information 
Technology major. The final­
ists’ website can be seen at 
http://www.mcwtwebde- 
sign4girls.net/2015-finalists/.

Salem graphics student’s poster wins auto s h o w  contest
Graphics student wins

Plymouth High School soph­
omore Smriti Bala took the 
first-place prize for the 10th- 
grade category for the North 
American International Auto 
S h o w  Poster Contest. This 
contest is sponsored by the 
Detroit Auto Dealers Associa­
tion. T he judges picked 16 
winners out of about 700-plus 
entries.

For her accomplishment, 
Bala will receive a check for 
$500 and a framed certificate. 
H e r  poster will also be show­
cased at North American Inter­
national Auto Show.
Hour of code

This past week, the entire 
school of South Canton Schol­
ars in Canton joined the nation­
wide initiative, "The Hour of 
Code’’ during Computer Sci­
ence Education week. Students 
participated in tutorials and

activities that gave them the 
opportunity to take part and 
learn about technology that is 
changing our world.

These sessions will help 
nurture creativity and prob­
lem-solving skills and prepare 
S CS students for any future 
career.
Named elite

Plymouth-Canton High 
School has been n a m e d  to the 
2016 Elite 50, an annual selec­
tion of the top 50 secondary 
school hospitality programs in 
the nation.

T he Elite 50 list recognizes 
high schools, as well as career 
and technical centers, that 
have demonstrated a commit­
ment to excellence in hospital­
ity education.

These schools set the stan­
dard for secondary school 
training in culinary arts, bak­
ing and pastry arts and/or hos­
pitality management. These

W i n n i n g  Sa l e m  s o p h o m o r e  Smiti Bala.

elite programs are also 
marked by strong enrollment 
and a dedication to community

outreach. M a n y  of this year's 
Elite 50 programs have w on 
state and national competitions

This is Smriti Bala's winning poster 
that will be s h o w c a s e d  during the 
North American International A u t o  
S h o w .

for ProStart, SkillsUSA and 
Family Career and Community 
Leaders of America 

The National Center for 
Hospitality Studies at Sullivan 
University oversees the selec­
tion process for the Elite 50 
list.

II YOU V « m £  4444
CHALLENGED? V W

♦ ♦ THINKS OTHERWISE.

Our faculty is serious about academics. And you can 
bet you'll be challenged. But you'll walk out of your 
classes with more than just knowledge. You'll have a 
feeling of accomplishment that can only come from 
pushing yourself to be the best you can be.

»

:i Welcome to college. Schoolcraft
College

N O V I  T O W N  C E N T E R

S O  M A N Y  S T O R E S
twMmj; AhjQWMty!

^  Ladies’Gifts
Charming Charlie, Lane 
Bryant, maurice's, rue21, 
Dressbarn and more!

S3 Kids’ and M e n ’s Gifts
T h e  Children Place. Shoe 
Carnival. Destination X L  
and more!

S3 Specialty Gifts
H o b b y  Lobby, Bath &  Body 
Works, O n e  of a Find, 
U L T A  Beauty and more!

Take a Break at a 
Novi Town Center 
restaurant!
From Bonefish Grill to Bagger 
Dave’s. Pei Wei to Athenian 
Coney Island, there are lots 
of dining choices for lunch 
and dinner!

Santa on Sundays!
SUNDAY
November 29 and 
December 13 & 20 
Noon til 3pm 
ami 
SUNDAY 
December 6 
11 am til 2pm

Novi Town Center

55 Sports Gifts
Total Hockey. Golfsmith, 
Performance Bike and 
Running Fit!

Gift Certificates
MassageLUXE, Pure Barre. 
Tulip Nail &  Spa and more!

Free Gift with 
$25 Purchase!
A t  participating itorev 
W h i l e  suppliei last.
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Westland w o m a n  honored for 
reaching her e m p l o y m e n t  goals
L e A n n e  R o g e r s

Staff Writer

A s  she was completing 
her degree in paralegal 
studies with a 3.51 GPA, 
D a w n  B e n b o w  started 
interviewing with lav/ 
firms to be accepted for 
a required internship.

“For the blind and 
visually impaired, the 
employment rate is very 
low,” said Benbow, w ho 
w as born legally blind 
and lost her remaining 
vision at 9 due to a de­
tached retina. "It’s very 
difficult. It’s supposed to 
be equal, but too m a n y  
employers see the dis­
ability but not the abil­
ities the person has.”

Eventually, B e n b o w  
did get hired for her 
internship and then con­
tinued to work as a para­
legal for Plymouth at­
torney David H e l m  for 
five months until a t em­
porary layoff.

" W h e n  I interviewed 
for the internship, he was 
the only person w ho 
didn’t question if I could 
do the work,” B e n b o w  
said. " He said since I was 
in m y  last semester of

school, he assumed I 
wouldn’t have applied if I 
couldn’t do the work.”

B e n b o w  was recently 
honored by the state 
Bureau of Services for 
Blind Persons for being 
exemplary in achieving 
her goals for employ­
ment.

Graduating from M a ­
donna University in May, 
B e n b o w  earned her de­
gree in paralegal studies. 
She had started working 
with the B S B P  in 2006 
and received skills of 
blindness at Visually 
Impaired Services, which 
helped her to be indepen­
dent.

Financial support —  
as well as specialized 
equipment, counseling 
and guidance from B S B P  
—  helped B e n b o w  c o m ­
plete her education and 
find employment.

" M y  sister in-law is a 
paralegal. I’ve always 
been interested in the 
law and that kind of 
stuff,” B e n b o w  said. "I 
asked her if there w as a 
lot of stuff online so I 
could do it strictly from 
the computer. She said 
yes.”

Today even research 
libraries are online, B en­
b o w  noted, making them 
fully accessible to the 
blind.

Married to Stuart, a 
carpenter and musician, 
B e n b o w  had largely been 
a stay at-home m o m  for 
son Devon, 19, w h o  grad­
uated from Livonia 
Franklin High School 
earlier this year, and 
daughter Bridget, 13, an 
eighth-grader at E m e r ­
son Middle School.

A 1995 Franklin gradu­
ate, B e n b o w  was aware 
that she had been nomi­
nated for the award —  
her counselor had called 
to get some additional 
information.

" W e  are pleased to 
celebrate the success of 
our Achievement Honor 
Roll winners w h o  have 
had a tremendous and 
unique impact on our 
state’s blind community,” 
B S B P  Director E d  R o d g ­
ers said. "The B S B P  
looks forward to working 
with consumers and our 
partners to provide a 
wide range of quality 
services that will help 
ensure that blind individ-

Canton Club 5 5 +  celebrates the holidays
Get into the holiday 

spirit by attending the 
Canton Club 55+ annual 
holiday celebration. Area 
residents are invited to 
the Sum mi t  on the Park’s 
Grand Ballroom from 
noon to 4 p.m. Wednes­
day, Dec. 16, for a fab­
ulous luncheon.

This special event will 
include prizes, entertain­
ment and, of course, a 
delicious holiday meal 
prepared by Katherine’s 
Catering at the Summit. 
Sounds of the season will 
be provided by the Ply- 
mouth-Canton C o m m u n i ­
ty Schools Choir.

Register for all this 
holiday fun at the S u m ­
mit Front Desk or the

Canton Club 55+. Ticket 
prices are $19 for resi­
dents and $24 for non­
residents. Participants 
are asked to register by 
Dec. 14. Invited guests 
(55 and under) are also 
welcome to register.

M a k e  wonderful holi­
day memories at this 
festive luncheon while 
you catch up and spend 
time with friends, enjoy 
delectable food and win 
great prizes! N o  refunds 
will be issued for cancel­
lations m a d e  within 24 
hours of the event. This 
year’s raffle will benefit 
Canton Goodfellows’ "No 
Child Without a Christ­
mas.”

Canton Leisure Ser­

vices offers a large va­
riety of trips, classes and 
events through its Club 
55+. Residents 55 and 
older are served by a 
variety of social, enrich­
ment and service-based 
programs, classes and 
special events, as well as 
extensive informational 
resources and referral 
services.

T he Canton Club 55+ 
Senior Center can be 
found in the Parkview 
R o o m  of the S ummit on 
the Park, 46000 Summit 
Parkway.

For more information 
about this holiday cele­
bration, call 734/394-5485 
or go to w w w .s um mi t  
onthepark.org.

uals have the skills need­
ed to achieve active e m ­
ployability and independ­
ence.”

W h e n  not working as a 
paralegal, B e n b o w  works 
at a business, Winter 
W a r m  Knits, she started 
earlier this year with 
help from her husband.

"I taught myself to 
knit 14 years ago, w h e n  I 
w as pregnant, so I could 
m a k e  things for m y  
daughter. I had crocheted 
before that,” B e n b o w  
said. " M y  husband had 
work issues and I had to 
bring more income.
That’s w h y  I went back to 
school. I knitted going to 
classes and m y  intern­
ship. It’s going better 
than I expected.”

B e n b o w  has a website, 
winterwarmknits.com.
IrogersQhometownlife. com 
734-883-9039
Twitter: QLRogersObserver

B I L L  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
W es tland resident D a w n  B e n b o w  knits with her service dog, 
Ava, b y  her side. A v a  has b e e n  with B e n b o w ,  w h o  is blind, 
since July.
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NEW YEAR’S EVE
D E C E M B E R  31, 2015

Cher, Frank Sinatra, Wayne Newton, &  Bill Medley 
Tributes from Las Vegas 

Exact Sound Alike & Look Alike
CHER

FRANK SINATRA
WAYNE NEWTON
BILL MEDLEY 

(Righteous Brothers)
Singing their 
Hit Songs!

Tickets: $35
Showtimes: 5 P M  &  8 P M  
The Marquis Theatre 

135 E. Main Northville, Ml 
(248) 349-8110 • Box Office: (248)473-7777

Ask us about Restaurant Discounts
VALENTINE’S WEEKEND

SAT. FEB 13, 2016 THE BILLY JOEL & ELTON JOHN TRIBUTE FROM LAS VEGAS 
www.northvillemarqujstheatre.com

S i
w n

Open 7 Days 
10 a m  - 8 p m

oleman's

G a d d o t

I
&1

H o l m e s

*
I0  
§
1n  u
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9 1 0  R i d g e  Rd. 4 8 1 9 8  
(1 blk. North of 

E. M i c h i g a n  Ave.)Farm Markets
S *  734-483-1783

10 Varieties of Premium 
Christmas Trees

A  [ittte S e t t e r  tree...
fot

f o r  a  M t h r f e s s  m o n e y !

Many Wreaths 8t Roping

REDFORD THEATRE
www.rGdfordtheatre.com

It’s A  
Wonderful Life

SpecialAppearance
Meet Karolyn 
"Zuzu" Grimes 
at all 4 shows! 
December 18 - 8 p.m. 

December 19 - 2 & 8 p.m. 
December 20-2 p.m.

c i o s e
ENCOUNTERS

O F  T H G  T H I R D  K I N D

y\Richord Drey fuss

January 8 
8:00 p.m.
January 9 

2:00 &  
8:00 p.m.

Tickets: $5.00
Don't miss this classic 
Steven Spielberg 

film on the big screen!

BOGTa I t  &  B A C A L L

T M B i M G  [ S

SMALL POP FREE supervised loca,ed •” 17360 L.ihser Road,Detroit.MM8219
parking lots! » (313) 537-2560

ELDER LAW
serving the area for over 3 0  years

• Estate Planning
• Medicaid
• V A  Benefits
• Probate
• Family Conflict

P  Mark Acerttura Esq.

Toll Free (846)444-7810 
AskForAngela.com 2 4 8 . 8 4 8 . 9 4 0 9 com



Children: Send us 
your letters to Santa!
It’s that time of year 

kids! Santa is waiting to 
hear from all of you. H e  
wants the Observer to 
print your hopes for 
Christmas this year.

So please email us 
your letters to Santa as 
soon as possible. If you 
have a photo of your­
self, please send it to 
us.

Y ou can send your 
letter to the editor at 
jmaliszews@home- 
townlife.com.

You can send your 
letter to us anytime.
But be sure it gets to us 
before Dec. 18. Santa 
needs time to read your 
letters and prepare for 
his journey around the 
world.

Com muni ty Financial Credit Union 
donates m o n e y  to local charities
Com mu ni ty  Financial 

Credit Union is getting 
ready to once again do­
nate $30,000 to local char­
ities through its Warming 
Hearts &  H o m e s  c a m ­
paign.

During the Warming 
Hearts &  H o m e s  c a m ­
paign, C om mu ni ty  Fi­
nancial makes it easy to 
help select nonprofits in 
north and southeast 
Michigan. For every like, 
tweet or c o m m e n t  C o m ­
munity Financial re­
ceives on its social media 
sites during the month of 
December, the credit 
union will donate $25 to 
select nonprofits in north 
and southeast Michigan.

This year, T he Heat 
and W a r m t h  Fund, local 
food pantries and The 
Salvation A r m y  “Coats 
for Kids" Program will 
each receive up to

$10,000 during the c a m ­
paign. These nonprofits 
help low-income families 
receive necessities like 
heat, food, housing and 
clothing throughout the 
winter season.

According to surveys 
from Michigan residents, 
the n u m b e r  of people 
forced to choose between 
paying for food and cloth­
ing or paying for utilities 
has grown over recent

years. With the 2015-16 
winter season on its way, 
the W ar mi ng  Hearts &  
H o m e s  campaign is one 
of the ways Community 
Financial helps families 
across Michigan stay 
well fed and w a r m  as the 
weather gets colder.

“Each year w e  run the 
W ar mi ng  Hearts &  
H o m e s  campaign, w e  
have the opportunity to 
m a k e  a real difference in

the lives of Michigan 
families," said Natalie 
McLaughlin, community 
relations manager. “With 
something as simple as a 
social media post, c o m ­
munity m e m b e r s  can be a 
part of keeping others 
safe and warm."

C om mu ni ty  Financial 
team m e m b e r s  are proud 
to sponsor and support 
these organizations w ho 
bring w armth and food to 
the tables of Michigan 
families in need.

“It’s a really wonder­
ful to k n o w  the company 
you work for actually 
gives back to the c o m m u ­
nity in such impactful 
ways," McLaughlin said.

For more information 
on h o w  W ar mi ng  Hearts 
&  H o m e s  aids families in 
Michigan or h o w  to par­
ticipate in the campaign, 
go to www.cfcu.org/ 
warms.

A s k i O l• ------- e M a m
Dr. J a m e s  Stewart is a general dentist in Livonia. Ml. Today, he answers a

’ rr^ .  /  q uest'on about AII-on-4 "teeth in a day" dental implants.

^  -t "TEETH IN A DAY" DENTAL IMPLANTS
Dear Dr Stewart: Are teeth m  a day really possible7 Are they actually 

m o r e  affordable than traditional dental implants?

Dr. Stewart: W e  continue to receive calls from people asking whether 
they can really obtain teeth in a day. W i t h  the AII-on-4 procedure you can obtain a full set 
of replacement teeth in a single day, often at a lower cost than traditional dental implants. 
There is also a significant savings in treatment time as well.

If you have any questions or w o u l d  like to see if the AII-on-4 system is the right option for 
you, contact our office. W e  can schedule an initial a visit to see if you are a candidate for 
this secure a n d  cost-effective alternative to removable dentures. T h e  visit will be n o  charge 
a n d  m a y  start y o u  on the road to a full a n d  healthy n e w  smile.

If y o u  have a question about your oral health a n d  w h a t  you can d o  to enjoy a healthier

U-D hosts Military Appreciation Day
Attention veterans: 

T he University Of D e ­
troit M er cy  will host a 
Military Appreciation 
D a y  at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 19, as the Titans 
host Central Florida at 
Callahan Hall.

All veterans with 
proper ID can receive 
tickets in advance or on 
g a m e  day and an addi­
tional ticket for a friend 
or family member. Oth­
ers in the group can 
purchase tickets for 
half-price.

T he Titans have 
joined forces with the 
Michigan Veterans Foun­

dation. Executive direc­
tor Tyrone Chatman said: 
“It is an honor to partici­
pate in this great event 
and w e  will be busing in 
at least 100 of our finest 
veterans to enjoy a good 
ballgame. W e  are also 
happy to be providing a 
colorful honor guard and 
one of our vets will also 
be singing the national 
anthem.”

In addition to the 
ticket promotion, the 
first 2,000 attendees will 
receive Camouflage 
Rally Flags sponsored by 
W A D L - T V  (Channel 38), 
the team’s official T V

home.
Director of Athletics 

Robert C. Vowels Jr. said 
in a statement: " W e  are 
honored to host these 
wonderful m e n  and 
w o m e n  of our armed 
forces w h o  have given so 
m u c h  for this country.
W e  are planning to m a k e  
this veterans event a 
yearly tradition.”

For tickets, visit the 
Callahan Hall ticket 
office (open 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. M o n d a y  through 
Friday), call 313-993-1700 
or go to detroitti- 
tans.com/tix.

smile, contact Dr. J a m e s  Stewart.

Call 734.425.4400 or Visit www.jamesstewartdds.com
Dental _SLEEP MEDICINE ✓  j a m e s  r . s t e w a r t ,j r
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  of Michigan r< £ D.D.S., P.C.

lOOXKKMIO 1 5 8 7 3  Middlebelt, Suite 1 0 0  Uvonla, M l  4 8 1 5 4

y/oti 7*^ ST/iu

Join us as we dance our way to new year at Roma Banquets with the music of

Enjoy a buffet dinner with an open bar for 
the entire night - only $120 per couple 

21 and over only please 
December 31st, 2015 -7:30 p m  to 2:00 a m

Pick up your tickets a n d  reserve your table before they are all gone! 
32550 Cherry Hill Rd, G a r d e n  City, M I  48135

734-422-4550
www.romabanquets.com

L&000021UH O t S C # V E R

P r a v e e n a
Praveena Vellanki sensed something was wrong 
but she didn't say anything - it was too difficult 
to open up about such a private matter. She held 
in her fears and silently worried. In time, she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer and quickly 
began treatment at St. Mary Mercy Livonia. Four 
years later, after eight cycles of chemotherapy, 
surgery and radiation - a treatment plan 
spanning 16 months - Praveena is cancer-free. 
She is once again volunteering at her Temple 
and cooking for family and friends. She credits 
the care team who stood by her during her 
toughest days.

stmarymercy.org

INVITATION TO BID 
2016 ATHLETIC TRACK RENOVATIONS 

At NORTHVTLLE HIGH SCHOOL, MEADS MILL MIDDLE 
SCHOOL AND 8-MILE STADIUM 
NORTHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Board of Education of Northville Public Schools is accepting Prime Contractor firm bids 
for all labor, materials, equipment and all other services to complete the outdoor athletic track 
renovation work at the Northville Public Schools listed above.

Plans and specifications may be downloaded via PlanWell and are available for review at the 
office of the George W. Auch Company, 735 S. Paddock Street, Pontiac, MI 48341 248.334.2000, 
on or after December 14, 2015. Bid Package consists of Instruction to Bidders, Proposal 
Forms, General and Supplementary Conditions, drawings and pertinent trade specifications. 
Contact Scott Oswald or Shawn Debo for download instructions.

Your proposal will be accepted N O  L A T E R  T H A N  2:00PM, J A N U A R Y  7, 2016 TO: 
N O R T H V I L L E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N - R O O M  307, 501 W E S T  M A I N  STREET, 
N O R T H V I L L E ,  MI 48167. Oral, telephone, fax or electronic mail bids are invalid and will 
not receive consideration.

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 2:00 P.M., January 7, 2016 at the Northville 
Board of Education-Room 104, 501 West Main Street, Northville, MI 48167

A  pre-bid walk through is scheduled for Thursday December 17, 2015 @  8:00 a m  beginning at 
Northville High School athletic entrance lobby, 45700 six mile road, Northville, Ml. 48168. This 
meeting is not mandatory but highly recommended.

All contracts to be entered into by the Northville Public Schools must and will comply with the 
equal opportunity laws of the State of Michigan.

All bids must be submitted on the forms provided in the bid packet.

All bidders must provide familial disclosure in compliance with M C L  380.1267 and attach 
this information to the bid proposal. The bid proposal will be accompanied by a sworn and 
notarized statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any 
employee of the bidder and any member of the Northville Public Schools, Board of Education 
or the Northville Public Schools, Superintendent. The District will not accept a bid proposal 
that does not include this sworn and notarized disclosure statement.
Proposals must include a Treasury listed bid bond or certified check made payable to Northville 
Public Schools for not less than five percent (5%) of the contract for each proposal over $23,230 
and must be submitted on the bid proposal form furnished with the specifications. All proposals 
shall remain firm for a penod of sixty <60) days.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in whole 
or in part; to award contract to other than the low bidder; to waive any irregularities and/or 
informalities; and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interests 
of the owner.

James Mazurek. Secretary’
Northville Public Schools, Board of Education
Published: December 13.2015 j>'/s/avitr. mi



Circus coming N e w  Year’s Eve to Canton

The Detroit Circus has been dazzling audiences for the past several years with its acrobatic

Canton’s Village Thea­
ter is bringing N e w  
Year’s E ve fun to f am­
ilies Thursday, Dec. 31, 
when the Detroit Circus 
comes to town. This high- 
energy performance is 
set to take place at 7 p.m. 
on the main stage, 50400 
Cherry Hill Road.

Witness high-flying 
aerial antics on fabric 
and the trapeze; fire 
dancing and eating; stilt 
walking and stilt acro­
batics; plus, feats of 
mind-bending strength. 
Please note that this is an 
animal-free circus.

In addition to the 
exciting performance on 
stage, audience m e m ­
bers can enjoy a special 
pre-show event starting 
at 6 p.m., featuring on­
site face painting artists 
and strolling circus en­
tertainers.

T he Detroit Circus 
has been dazzling audi­
ences for the past sever­
al years with its acro­
batic skills and gravity

skills and gravity defying acts.

defying acts. Watch as 
m e m b e r s  of the aerial 
acrobatics troupe tie 
themselves into ornate 
poises utilizing silks 
hung from the rafters 
and captive audience 
m e m b e r s  with grace, 
poise and incredible

strength.
During this perfor­

mance, skilled aerialists 
will dance, weave and 
flow through the air, 
while aerial hoop per­
formers display lyrical 
flexibility and astonish­
ing strength as they

contort and spin. Adagio 
Acrobatic m e m b e r s  will 
also amaze viewers with 
their challenging body 
balancing, yoga and 
flexible maneuvers re­
quiring two partners, 
w h o  appear to push the 
limits of physics.

These jaw-dropping 
performances are sure to 
thrill fans of all ages. 
Tickets are S20 and can 
be purchased online at 
www.cantonvillageth ea­
ter, or g or in person at the 
Village Theater box of­
fice from 10 a jn. to 2 
p.m. M o n d a y  through 
Friday. Tickets include 
free popcorn and a non­
alcoholic beverage.

T he Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill is a regional 
center for the arts that 
offers the magic of live 
theater, soul-stirring 
music, the thrill of the 
dance and the enjoyment 
of fine art exhibitions 
and events, in addition to 
providing a h o m e  for 
several cultural organi­
zations and community 
groups. For more in­
formation about this 
special performance and 
the latest exhibition in 
the Gallery@VT, call 
734/394-5300 or go to 
www.cantonvillagethea- 
ter.org.

Observer 
seeks World 
War II stories
T h e  Observer wants 

to honor its surviving 
World W a r  II veterans 
in a package of stories 
slated to run later this 
month.

To accomplish this, 
w e  are hoping to tell the 
stories of living World 
W a r  II veterans from 
our communities.

W e ’d love to tell their 
stories, see their photos 
and share any m e m o ­
ries —  letters to/from 
h o m e  (especially 
around the holidays, 
important dates, etc.), 
keepsakes, etc. —  the 
veterans are willing to 
share.

If you are a World 
W a r  II veteran or k n o w  
a World W a r  II veteran 
whose story w e  could 
tell, please email O b ­
server editor Brad Ka- 
drich at bka- 
drich@hometown- 
life.com.

TERRORISM
Continued from Page A1

can’t drive.”
However, Vailliencourt 

said under Michigan’s 
Anti-Terrorism Act, “it is 
not a defense to these 
charges that the defen­
dant did not have the 
actual intent or ability to 
carry out these threats.”

Basar said the tweet 
was in response to anoth­
er post, but neither he nor 
school officials indicated 
the nature of the initial 
posting.

T o m  Gould, Howell 
Public Schools public 
relations director, said 
once the tweet became 
known, officials immedi­
ately took a screen shot 
and m a d e  contact with 
the Howell Police Depart­
ment.

"Shortly after the 
tweet was made, it was 
taken down, but w e  had it 
screen shot so w e  could 
have their Twitter handle, 
as well as the threat,” he 
said.

Gould declined to re­

lease a copy of the screen 
shot, citing the ongoing 
investigation.

Parker is a former 
Howell High School stu­
dent, but he did not grad­
uate from the district. H e  
transferred to Canton 
High School, Gould said.

Gould was unable to 
discuss if Parker had a 
disciplinary record when 
attending Howell.

Parker was initially 
identified as a suspect 
and Canton Township 
Police Department offi­
cers picked him up and 
transported him to the 
University of Michigan 
Medical Center in A nn 
Arbor for a psychological 
evaluation because he is 
believed to have some 
diminished mental capac­

ity.
Basar said the hospital 

released Parker to his 
guardian and Vaillien­
court said the 21-year-old 
m a n  was arrested without 
incident Thursday after­
noon.

District officials noti­
fied parents Thursday 
morning about the in­
cident and decided to 
open schools because the 
individual had been iden­
tified.

" W e  have, however, 
increased our school 
security with additional 
police officers,” Gould 
said.

T he school district also 
is reviewing its proce­
dure on notifying parents 
of similar situations after 
learning parents of Liv­

ingston Educational Ser­
vice Agency students - 
w h o  attend school in a 
Howell schools building, 
but are not considered 
district students —  were 
not notified of the threat.

L E S A  parents do not 
receive school-related 
messages through the 
district’s ParentLink —  a 
specific notification link 
for the school district to 
communicate with par­

ents.
District leaders are 

working to notify parents 
about the charges and 
they are still trying to 
determine h o w  to contact 
the L E S A  parents.

“W e ’ve never had to 
contact L E S A  parents 
before, so this is a n ew 
situation for us. (Howell 
Superintendent) Erin 
MacGregor and I will be 
talking about that tonight

some more," Gould said 
Thursday.

Gould said they plan 
on contacting L E S A  Su­
perintendent D a n  Da- 
nosky to address this 
issue.

Gould complimented 
the Howell Police Depart­
ment for "their quick 
actions and hard work to 
resolve this issue and 
ensure the safety of our 
students and staff.”
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Holiday Toy Sale!
SAVE 15-40%

O N  1 0 0 0 S  O F  F A V O R I T E S !

Over 30,000 Toys 
Games & Activities

visit DoliHospitai.com for m o r e  information Ends 12/3i
T h e  D o l l  H o s p i t a l  &  T o y  S o l d i e r  S h o p

3947 W  12 Mile, Berkley 248.543,3115 Mon-Wed 10-6, D iiwi l  frl 10 8:30. Sol 106, Sun 12 5

New Law Changes 
Certain Social Security
Filing Strategies for Couples who 

are age 62 or older in 2015.
S o m e  of these changes take effect by April 30, 2016

If you are age 62-66, call m e  today to discuss h o w  
these changes affect you and your spouse.

PAULA SWAIN, CFP®
Financial Consultant

SWAIN FINANCIAL, LLC
1225 S. Main St.
Plymouth, Ml 48170
(734)738-6300
www.swain-financial.com

Securities Offered By LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.
1 - 4 4 1 6 7 8

fcy Wayne ,uAmmal Hospital
Full Service Veterinary Hospital

O P E N  7  D A Y S  • 7 3 4 .7 2 8 .
Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M. 
35345 Cherry Hill Road
(Just E. of Wayne Road)
Westland, MI 48186

Treating All Exotic and Pocket Animals 
“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”

M-F 8-9 & SAT-SUN 9-5

FREE!
| OFFICE VISH/COMPLETE 

PHYSICAL E X A M  11
N o t  valid with a n y  other oflerv W i t h  c o u p o n

FREE!
H E A R T W O R M  TEST

with purchase of 12 Month 
Heartworm Preventative
N o t  >alid wit h  a ny  other oflerv W i t h  coupon.

I $77 n p
II

' VACCINE PACKAGE-Dogs
|l Wellness Exam • DistemperfParvo Combo

$40
Lepto • Bordetella • Fecal Test 

Heartworm Test • Rabies (lYear)
N o t  valid with a ny  other otTcrs W i t h  c ou po n

VACCINE P A C K A G E
Dogs &  Cats

Wellness Exam • Fecal Test 
Distemper Combo • Deworming

N ot  valid with a n y  other <«llcr>. "  iiu c o u p o n

SP A Y  • N E U T E R  • DENTAL • SPECIAL OFFERS 
B O A R D I N G  &  G R O O M I N G  • R E A S O N A B L E  RATES

CDiitinuiny Eiliinutinii 
SPrufussionnl Dnvnlopmeiit

W H Y  W O R K O U T  WITHSCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE?

FOR IMPROVED HEALTH
No matter your reason we have a class option for YOU

Atrobks Fencing
Strength Training Danca
Aquatics Tal Chi

Pilaus
Yoga
A n d  much more...

REGISTER TODAY!

MUST SEE PERFORMANCES

The Ullage Theater at Cherr y Hi/I, where there's something for everyone!

^ illage Theater
C H E R R Y  HILL

Dec. 31 - Detroit C
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f JOIN US ON FACEBOOK ̂  wami.laceboolLcom/sclioolcraltcepil
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C O M M U N I T Y  CALENDAR
REINDEER, ELVES VISIT
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tues­
day. Dec. 15
Location: Canton Public Li­
brary, 1200 S. Canton Center 
Road. Canton
Details: Reindeer and elves are 
taking their s h o w  on the road 
to visit Canton-area families.
CRAFTY ELVES 
WORKSHOP
Time/Date: Noo n  and 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Dec. 13 
Location: Plymouth Historical 
Museum, 155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth
Details: Children can m a k e  
gifts and decorations at the 
Plymouth Historical Museum. 
Reservations are required as 
space is limited, target age 
range is 5-11 years old 
Cost: S10 per child. Sign up at 
734-455-8940, ext. 0, or pay by 
Paypal at http^/www.plymouth- 
history.org/events/Crafty-Elves- 
Workshop_ET262509.html?Sort- 
Box=201512.
'A FAIRY TALE'
Time/Date: 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
13
Location: Cherry Hill Village 
Theater, 50400 Cherry Hills 
Road, Canton
Details: The Spotlight on Youth 
will perform the last s h o w  of A  
Fairy Tale Christmas Carol 
Cost: Tickets are $12 and can be 
purchased by calling 734-394- 
5300 or 734-394-5460 or online 
at www.canton-mi.org/villa- 
getheater
SHOE YEAR'S DAY 
HIKE
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 2
Location: Maybury Park at 
Trailhead Shelter (use the Eight 
Mile entrance)
Details: The Friends of M a y b u ­
ry will host a casual, fun hike in

Maybury State Park to get the 
n e w  year started o n  the right 
foot. Meet at the Trailhead 
Shelter and hike for approxi­
mately one hour. Fun for all 
ages. Enjoy a roaring fireplace, 
with hot chocolate and coffee, 
after the hike. If there is snow, 
guides will be available for the 
cross country ski trails (your 
o w n  equipment required). 
Cost: This program is free, 
however, a Recreation Passport 
is required for park entry. 
Contact: 248-349-8390

SANTA AT MAYBURY
Time/Date: N o o n  to 3 p.m. Dec. 
13,19-20
Location: Maybury Farm is at 
50165 Eight Mile Road, between 
Beck and Napier (do not enter 
at the state park). Parking is 
free.
Details: Santa and his elves will 
arrive on his antique sleigh in 
the Maybury Farm W e l c o m e  
Center. Children can bring their 
wish list and sit with Santa on 
his sleigh while moms, dads.

grandmas and grandpas take all 
of the photos they want (don't 
forget your camera!). Looking 
for gifts for the holidays? The 
W e l c o m e  Center shelves will be 
stocked with them. Look for 
delicious Maybury Farm honey, 
jams, jellies, popcorn and more! 
There are excellent options for 
stocking stuffers, hostess gifts 
and gift baskets. All donations 
help to care for the animals at 
Maybury Farm throughout the 
winter months
Cost: Admission is just a smile 
and a small donation! All dona­
tions help to care for the ani­
mals at Maybury Farm through­
out the winter months. 
Contact: www.northvlllecom- 
munityfoundation.org, call 
248-374-0200 or find Maybury 
Farm on Facebook. 
COMPASSIONATE 
CARE
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. first and 
third Thursday of each month 
Location: Panera Bread, 41950 
Ford Road, Canton 
Details: Compassionate Coffee 
Club is an open and ongoing 
grief support group offering 
support and socialization for 
widows and widowers moving 
beyond the first year of loss.
The program is sponsored by 
Compassionate Care Hospice. 
Cost: Free, but drink purchase 
is required for use of space. 
Contact: A n n  Kozma, compas­
sionate care hospice bereave­
m e n t  coordinator, at 888-983- 
9050 or email achristen- 
sen@cchnet.net.
IDENTITY THEFT 
SEMINAR
Time/Date: 11 a.m. to noon 
Dec. 18
Location: Heartland Health 
Care Center, 7025 Lilley Road, 
Canton
Details: Heartland Health Care

Center partners with Sen.
Patrick Colbeck to present a 
seminar o n  identity theft during 
the holidays.
Cost: Free
Contact: RSVP to Melissa 
Kersten at 734-255-7290 
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS
Time/Date: Ongoing; ori­
entation Jan. 12 
Details: Compassionate Care 
Hospice seeks caring, compas­
sionate volunteers with big 
hearts to help with patient care 
and companionship, office 
support, group activities and 
more. Volunteer training ses­
sions will cover mission and 
values, confidentially, c o m m u n i ­
cation and listening skills, grief, 
loss, the dying process and 
information pertinent to serv­
ing the needs of the patients. 
Interested volunteers m a y  also 
choose to receive additional 
training and serve as specialized 
spiritual or bereavement volun­
teer.
Contact: Interested volunteers 
must complete the online 
application process prior to 
training. Early registration is 
encourages as several steps are 
to be completed prior to the 
start of the training sessions.
Call 888-983-9050 with ques­
tions or to apply for a brief 
interview.
CHILDREN'S
STORYTIMES
Location: Barnes &  Noble,
17111 Haggerty Road, Northville 
Lady Pancake 8. Sir French 
Toast Storytime 
Time/Date: 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 2
Details: Enjoy the funniest 
"food fight" story ever. Lady 
Pancake and Sir French Toast 
have a beautiful friendship —  
until they discover there's only 
one drop of maple syrup left.

W h o  will enjoy the sweet taste 
of victory? Activities follow the 
storytime.
I'll Never Let You Go Story­
time
Time/Date: 11 a m. Saturday. 
Jan. 9
Details: In January's Picture 
Book of the Month, I'll Never 
Let You Go, author Smirti 
Prasadam-Halls and Illustrator 
Alison Br o w n  celebrate the 
comfort provided by uncondi­
tional love. Activities will round 
out the fun.
Pete the Cat: I Love My 
White Shoes Storytime 
When: 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 16 
Details: Pete goes walking 
d o w n  the street wearing his 
brand n e w  white shoes. Along 
the way, his shoes change from 
white to red to blue to brown 
to W E T  as he steps in piles of 
strawberries, blueberries and 
other big messes! But no matter 
what happens, Pete keeps 
walking and singing! Coloring 
and activities to follow.
The Wonderful Things You 
Will Be Storytime 
When: 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 23 
Details: From brave and bold 
to creative and clever, this 
rhyming picture book expresses 
all the amazing things children 
can g r o w  u p  to be. With beauti­
ful and sometimes humorous 
illustrations, this is a book 
grown-ups will love reading 
over and over to kids. Activities 
to follow.
Groundhog's Dilemma & 
Groundhog's Day Off Story­
time
When: 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 30 
Details: This special Storytime 
celebrates Groundhog Day with 
t w o  feature titles: Groundhog’s 
Dilemma and Groundhog's Day 
Off. Fun activities occur after 
the Storytime.

Choose a reputable company for a reverse mortgage
Q: I met you at a 

speech you did a few 
months ago and you 
told me that I should 
look into a reverse 
mortgage. I contacted a 
company you recom­
mended and I was set 
to go through with it, 
but when I mentioned it 
to my financial adviser, 
they said they did not 
recommend it. Their 
reasoning was two­
fold. The first issue they 
said was that if I had to 
go to rehab or if I want­
ed to spend the winter 
outside of Michigan 
that I could lose my 
home. The second thing 
they said was that upon 
my death, if the value 
of my house was worth 
less than the balance of 
the mortgage, that my 
children would be held 
responsible. I called the 
reverse mortgage com­
pany and they assured

to make a mortgage 
payment my financial 
situation would be 
greatly improved.

A: Plain and simple, 
your financial adviser is 
wrong on both accounts. 
W h e n  it comes to reverse 
mortgages, there is a lot 
of misinformation and 
disinformation and that 
is unfortunate because, 
for seniors, a reverse 
mortgage can be a very 
effective financial tool. 
Reverse mortgages are 
not for everyone, but in a 
situation like yours, I still 
believe it would be an 
excellent solution to 
allow you to stay in your 
h o m e  and, at the same 
time, increase your cash 
flow.

With regard to having 
to go rehab or if you 
spent the winter else­
where, there is still no 
issue. If you had to go 
into rehab and you were

Bloom

M O N E Y  
M A T T E R S

me that my adviser was 
wrong. I guess what I 
want is a second opi­
nion as to whether the 
reverse mortgage com­
pany or my financial 
adviser is right. I'm sure 
you don't remember my 
situation, but briefly, 
you were recommend­
ing that I get a reverse 
mortgage and to use 
the proceeds to pay off 
the existing mortgage 
on my home. Currently, 
my mortgage is 8 per­
cent. I've tried to refi­
nance, but at my age it 
is difficult. When you 
mentioned a reverse 
mortgage, I thought it 
would be a great idea, 
because if I did not have

there for less than a year 
or if you spent the winter 
elsewhere, there is no 
effect on the mortgage.
In addition, w h e n  you die, 
your loved ones are not 
responsible if the house 
has declined in value. In 
fact, your loved ones 
have options at the time 
of your death. If the 
h o m e  has increased in 
value, they can sell the 
home, pay off the mort­
gage and keep the ex­
cess. O n  the other hand, 
if the h o m e  has declined 
in value, they can turn 
back the h o m e  to the 
mortgage c om pa ny  and 
walk a w a y  free and clear.

Are reverse mort­
gages good for every 
senior? Of course not! 
There are m a n y  situa­
tions where a reverse 
mortgage would not 
m a k e  sense. That is w h y  
it is always important to 
deal with a reputable

company. Celebrity en­
dorsements are bought 
and paid for; they don’t 
m e a n  much. The key is to 
use a reputable reverse 
mortgage company, not 
one that’s trying to push 
you into something that 
doesn’t fit your individ­
ual situation. With a re­
verse mortgage, it is 
important to deal with a 
company that is reputa­
ble and one that doesn’t 
pressure you into doing 
something you don’t feel 
comfortable with.

Paying off mortgages 
or high interest rate 
charge cards, providing 
needed cash to maintain 
your lifestyle or poten­
tially even helping a 
grandchild with college 
can all be good uses of a 
reverse mortgage. O n  the 
other hand, using pro­
ceeds from a reverse 
mortgage to m a k e  spec­
ulative investments or to

loan m o n e y  to friends 
m a y  not be the best uses 
for a reverse mortgage.

Reverse mortgages 
can be an excellent fi­
nancial tool w h e n  used 
correctly. However, re­
verse mortgages can also 
cause all sorts of finan­
cial headaches if they’re 
not used in the right situ­
ation.

O ne last note: D o n ’t 
forget that the key to a 
reverse mortgage is to 
find a reputable company 
that is more concerned 
with assisting you as 
opposed to selling you 
something.

Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. His website is 
www.bloomasset 
management.com. If you 
would like him to respond to 
your question, email 
rickQbloomasset 
management.com.

Local businessman 
George Dimopoulos 
m a d e  news several 
weeks ago with his p r o m ­
ise, “If anyone is h o m e  
alone, c o m e  eat with us 
for free.’’

C O M P L E T E  
i F U N E R A l J

| I
W e  do what most others 

do for about half the price.
Husband Family 
Funeral H o m e

.Ask for K i m  
734-331-3349 
Call for details jj

www.rhusband.com I

It’s the 10th year that 
the owner of George’s 
Senate Coney Island has 
offered free Thanks­
giving dinners so that no 
one has to dine alone, but 
it w as  the first year his 
generous offer was post­
ed on social media.

Several local and na­
tional news outlets pub­
licized his offer. In the 
past, George’s Senate 
served around 80 
Thanksgiving dinners 
each year.

With all the news cov­
erage, this year D i m o ­
poulos and his group of 
volunteers served more 
than 400 Thanksgiving 
dinners.

A n d  it appears that 
generosity is contagious. 
M a n y  of George’s 
Thanksgiving customers

I FREE E X A M
im. e a r

734-844-2088
45271 Cherry Hill Road | Canton. Ml 481881 animalfriendsvet com

not only paid for their 
meals, but donated to 
help cover the cost of 
feeding those w h o  
couldn’t afford to pay.

Dimopoulos donated 
their contributions, along 
with additional funds 
from Dimopoulos h im­
self, to the Livonia Good- 
fellows. Dimopoulos 
presented the Livonia 
Goodfellows with a check 
for $2,000. A  n e w  sign in 
George’s window reads 
in part, “Thanks again 
for your support. I hope 
that all of us around the 
world help others that 
are in need. G o d  Bless 
everyone and Merry 
Christmas!’’

N o w  in its 80th year, 
the Livonia Goodfellows 
is an all-volunteer organi­
zation whose motto is

“N o  Livonia child without 
a Christmas.” In 2014, the 
Livonia Goodfellows 
provided 328 families 
with 743 children with 
food vouchers, n e w  toys, 
games and books for the 
children.

In addition, each f am ­
ily receives a large as­
sortment of canned 
goods that are collected 
mainly through canned 
food drives held by stu­
dents at 26 Livonia and 
Clarenceville schools.

In recent years, the 
Livonia Goodfellows has 
expanded its mission to 
support causes through­
out the year that benefit 
needy Livonia children, 
including sharing canned 
food with local pantries, 
helping provide school 
supplies and more.

T/f/p/e Savings Sale
Save 51,500 on a NEW WALK-IN TUB!

Ask About No Interest Financing Options!
FREE $25 Gift Card w/ In-Home Estimate!

George's Senate Coney Island owner George Dimopoulos (left) 
presents Livonia Goodfellows treasurer Mike Smykowski with 
a $2,000 check.

Fun is just a bus ride away.

Pontiac - Storting Heights • V/arren - M a d i s o n  Heights - Frasor 
Roseville - St. Clair S h o r e s  • Livonia * V/estland - D e a r b o r n  * Taylor 

S o u t h g a t e  * Lincoln Park * Clio * Flint * Burton

fct locateKii ret«rvai.4ft* cafl
866^'ROLLEM (866-276-5536) 
MolorCltirCaslno.com
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O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o mDownload Our NewHOMETOWNIIFi.COM API

O&E
Instructions for 
iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometown life APR

Click on the ilunes A p p  Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O & E  media h o m e t o w n t o w n  from the list of available selection options. 
Click the G E T  button once you are on the O & E  page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your ilunes account page.
Sign in to your ilunes Store account to complete the download process.

O r  y o u  m a y  t y p e  the U R L  to get to the p a g e  directly: 

F o r  iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

F o r  iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
H o w  to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. 
Click the APRS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.qoogle.com/store/apps/deta ils?id=com.gannett. local, library.news.hometown life



H o  Ho  Ho! These vehicles are
ready to go at Varsity Lincoln in Novi!

Get the Varsity A d ­
vantage! Varsity Lincoln 
of Novi is gearing up for 
the holidays with a 
H U G E  Certified Pre- 
O w n e d  vehicle sales 
event.

Visit Varsity Lincoln 
for the three-day event, 
which is set for the fol­
lowing dates and times:

» 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 14 

» 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 15

» 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 16 

Right now, Varsity 
Lincoln is also offering a 
Complimentary Mainte­
nance Plan for Certified 
Pre-Owned Lincoln vehi­
cles. This includes an oil 
change, tire rotation and 
multi-point inspection 
every 7,500 miles for 1 
year/15,000 miles.A

In addition to service 
specials, more than 100 
Certified Pre-Owned 
vehicles are on-site and 
ready to go. Certified 
Pre-Owned Lincoln vehi­
cles are available for as 
little as $16,995.*

Varsity Lincoln is 
n u m b e r  one in pre-owned 
sales globally. C o m e  find 
out why. A n  astounding 
540 Certified Pre-Owned 
vehicles were delivered 
in 2014 at Varsity Lin­
coln.

T he dealership has 
held the honor of highest- 
volume sales dealer glob­
ally since 1997.“* Varsity 
offers a newly remodeled 
showroom, indoor deliv­
ery area and service 
reception aisle. Varsity 
Lincoln works to m a k e  
their customers feel 
n u m b e r  one.

Varsity Lincoln re­
cently celebrated their 
20th anniversary and 
w o n  six prestigious auto­
motive awards. They 
encompass the TViple 
C ro wn  Award, Lincoln 
Leaders of Excellence, 
President’s Award, Ford 
O ne Hundred Club, C P O

Sales Leadership and 
Premier Club.

“Certified Pre-Owned 
has a wonderful warran­
ty ... it goes up to 100,000 
miles on the warranty,” 
said long-time Varsity 
customer John Kilby.

Certified Pre-Owned 
Lincoln vehicles come 
with m a n y  benefits in­
cluding:

»> A  meticulous, 200- 
point inspection by fac­
tory-trained technicians 

» Six-year/100,000- 
mile comprehensive 
warranty coverage

» Complimentary 24/7 
roadside assistance 

“To get a Certified 
Pre-Owned that comes 
with warranty, definitely 
get quality checked,

that’s important, espe­
cially with two girls in 
college,” said five-time 
customer Julie Wilk.

“There are numerous 
benefits of purchasing a 
Certified Pre-Owned, 
including the outstanding 
warranty that comes 
with the vehicles,” said 
Jere Law, Varsity Lin­
coln’s General Sales 
Manager and Pre-Owned 
Director. "The 100,000- 
mile free b u m p e r  to 
b u m p e r  warranty that 
comes alongside all Cer­
tified Pre-Owned pur­
chases is better than a 
n e w  car warranty! Addi­
tionally, any time the 
vehicle is in for a service 
visit, you can receive a 
loaner for no cost exclu­

sively at Varsity Lin­
coln!”

"The warranty is key. 
With Certified Pre- 
Owned, you get the best 
from Varsity Lincoln,” 
L a w  said. Certified Pre- 
O w n e d  financing is avail­
able for as low as 0.9% 
APR.-**

“Leasing or buying 
from the n u m b e r  one 
dealer in the country 
gives you the best selec­
tion, price and service,” 
L a w  said. “O ur dealer­
ship is ready to assist 
customers with anything, 
whether it is special 
financing or a specific 
request. W e  can handle 
every unique situation.”

“Loaded with features, 
a Lincoln will satisfy any

customer,” L a w  ex­
plained. “Certified Pre- 
O w n e d  vehicles not only 
provide peace of mind on 
the road, but also provide 
a combination of sporti­
ness and luxury. Drivers 
will also enjoy peace of 
mind from knowing that 
Lincoln vehicles will hold 
their value. A n y  depre­
ciation has already been 
taken on by the previous 
owner. Plus, advanced 
styling and dependability 
add to a Lincoln vehicle’s 
value.”

This dealership pro­
vides The Varsity Lin­
coln Advantage. Varsity 
Lincoln team m em be rs  
are selected based upon 
their unwavering focus 
on customer care and

satisfaction.
“O ur customers speak 

for themselves and h o w  
their experience is. W h e n  
you read the reviews our 
customers write online, 
you can see h o w  happy 
they are, before, during 
and after the sale,” L a w  
concluded.
* Subject to availability. See 
Varsity Lincoln for details. 
"Based on 1112015 Total 
Certified Pre-Owned Lincoln 
Sales Report.
***As low as 0.9% A P R  for up 
to 36 months on select vehicles 
for qualified customers with 
Tier 0-1 approval through 
preferred finance source. Offer 
subject to change at any time. 
See Varsity Lincoln for details.

www.MJWHEATOES.com ^

f  N O  EXPIRATION DATES O R  FEES! EVER!.
Gift Cards are Sold in Increments of $5 up to $100 and will also be Honored at Our Newest Location

I V U F T  T R O  Y  O R / ^ I S I O  
D I G I T A L -  G i j N f e ^ A l t G

Located on the SE Corner of Maple & Litfernoiŝ  ■
2 4 8 . 4 9 8 . 2 1 0 1

With 9 LOCATIONS to
serve you, there’s always an
M J R S DIGITAL CINEMA 

near YOU!
ADRIAN DIGITAL CINEMA 10 

517.265.3077
BRIGHTON TOWNE SQUARE DIGITAL CINEMA 20;' 

810.227.6327
CHESTERFIELD CROSSING DIGITAL CINEMA 16 

586.598.2505
MARKETPLACE DIGITAL CINEMA 20 

586.264.1533
PARTRIDGE CREEK DIGITAL CINEMA 14 

586.263.0059
SOUTHGATE DIGITAL CINEMA 20 

734.284.8083
WATERFORD DIGITAL CINEMA 16 

248.666.7908
WESTLAND GRAND DIGITAL CINEMA 16 

734.298.2668
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L I N C O L N Certified Pre-Owned 
Lincoln Dealer Globally.

Find Out Why!49251 Grand River at W i x o m  Rd. • Novi, Ml 48374
(800) 240-8730 ! VarsityLincoln.com
Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Go!

HOHOHO
HERE WE GO!

anager’s Special
2012 Lincoln 
M K Z F W D
Satellite Radio 
Heated/Cooled Front Seats 
Only 21,781 miles
N O W  ONLY
$ 1 5 , 9 9 5

2018 Lincoln M K S 1 VVI> ^ ̂

. N a v i g a t j o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ n
• H e a t e d / C o o l e d  F r o n t  
S e a t s

• O n l y  36,917 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*20,995

2014 Lincoln M K Z 1 W D

• Turbocha rged 
. W i F i  H o t s p o t
• O n l y  16,080 miles

N O W  ONLY
*22,995

2013 Lincoln Navigator L

• Satellite Radio
• H e a t e d  Seats
• Only 37,715 miles
N O W  ONLY
*39,995

2011 Lincoln M K X  F W D

• P o w e r  Liftgate 
- Satellite Radio
• Only 48.013 miles
N O W  ONLY
*21,995

2012 Lincoln Navigator L

—

• T o w  H o o k s
• Navigation S y s t e m  
■ O n l y  54,717 miles
N O W  ONLY
*84,995

2013 Lincoln M K Z  F W D

• Hea t e d  Front Seats
• P r e m i u m  S o u n d  System
• O n l y  9,991 miles
N O W  ONLY
* 2 2 , 9 9 5

2014 Lincoln M K T A W D  L C O

• Dual Sunroofs
• P o w e r  Liftgate
• O n l y  18,602 miles
N O W  ONLY
*86,995

2013 Lincoln M K X  A W D

• Heated/Cooled Seats
• Satellite Radio
• O n l y  2 7 . 086 miles
N O W  O N L Y
*31,995

2013 Lincoln M K S  A W D  E C O

• Heated/Cooled Seats
• W o o d g r a i n  Interior Trim
• Only 33,225 miles
N O W  ONLY
*25,995

2014 Lincoln M K Z  I l y b r i d ^ ^ ^ ^ ,

• W iF i Hotspot
• Security System
• O n i y  2 3 , 3 4 0  miles
N O W  O N L Y
*26,995

2012 Lincoln Navigator

2014 Lincoln M K S

• H I D  Headlights
• Back-Up C a m e r a
• Only 13,178 miles
N O W  ONLY
*28,995

2018 Lincoln M K X  A W D  ^ ̂  ̂

• Ruby Red
• Satellite Radio
• Only 27,008 miles
N O W  ONLY
*29.995

• Smart Device Integration
• Navigation
• Only 46.430 miles
N O W  ONLY
*35,995

2018 Lincoln M K Z  F W D

■Dimminq’RearvfewAuto-Dimming 
Mirror
H e a t e d  Mirrors 
Only 39,068 miles

j |  N O W  ONLY
*19,995

S T K  a .  4 0 9 7 7

Check It Out!
2 0 1 4  Lincoln 
M K Z  F W D
• WiFi Hotspot 
Woodgrain Interior Trim
• Only 22.018 miles

NOW ONLY
$22,995

V A R S I T Y
—  ■ ■  L I N C O L N  H i  -

Event Dates: M o n  12/14/15 8:30am-9pm 
Tues 12/15/15 8:30am-6pm • W e d  12/16/15 8:30am-6pm

Save Thousands o n  a 
Certified Pre-Ow ned Lineoln.

49251 Grand River at Wixom Rd. • Novi, Ml 48374 
(800) 240-8730 I VarsityLincoln.com
Complimentary 6-year/ 100,000-mile comprehensive 
warranty on every Certified Pre-Owned Lincoln!

Meticulous 200-potfH inspection by 
factory trained technic wins 
6-year / 100.000-m4e comprehensive 
warranty coverage
Complimentary 2AT7 roadside assistan

on 11201$ total CwNtad * v-Owncd W *  and Se«we Cudcmw Sâ tactwn pe« Incc^ Sales Report As low as 09̂ - APR *w»4» to 48 m o m  on M d  for
source OIMsuhfectta change at aiv^me Ŝ lterŝ  Uncoin lwdeta*s.»Pr»ce does not «nctodeu«.t*lr. icense and deataftw Aw d poet dp
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ReSound, World's Finest Premium Hearing 
Aids Give The World's Finest Hearing.

TRY FREE FOR 60 DAYS & YOU BE THE JUDGE.
LINX-7 h e a r i n g a i d s, h a v e  a  h e a r i n g aid t h a t  p u t s y o u  a  step a h e a d , finally a
HEARING AID MADE FOR YOUR WORLD. WITH RESOUND LINX 7, YOU'LL HEAR SOUNDS 

MORE NATURALLY. YOU'LL CONNECT DIRECTLYTO MUSIC, MOVIES, TV, UNDERSTANDING 
BETTER IN NOISE & MORE. NEVER BE A STEP BEHIND, BECAUSE THESE HEARING AIDS 
JUST PUT YOU A STEP AHEAD. YOU MUST TRY LINX-7 FREE FOR 60 DAYS, CALL TODAY

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Limited Time Offer (Dec. 14-18th)

save $ 3 0 0 0 00
AS A TRADE IN ON A N E W  PAIR OF RESOUND PREMIUM LINX-7 

HEARING AIDS AVAILABLE IN ALL MODELS- CALL N O W
W H E N  YOU TRY UNX-7, YOU'LL EXPERIENCE:

• NATURAL SOUND THAT GETS THE HIGHEST MA R K S  FROM THE PEOPLE THAT K N O W  B E S T -  
PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU

• SMALL, SLIM DESIGN FITS SO COMFORTABLY YOU M A Y  NOT EVEN REMEMBER IT'S THERE
• DURABLE, WATER-RESISTANT TECHNOLOGY SO YOU CAN W E A R  YOUR HEARING AIDS 

WHILE DOING THE THINGS YOU LOVE.

N O W  AVAILABLE WITH LINX-7:
5 Y E A R  F A C T O R Y  L O S S  O R  D A M A G E  

5 Y E A R  B A T T E R Y  S U P P L Y  
5 Y E A R  N O  S E R V I C E  C H A R G E S

AVOID WAITING: PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT, THANK YOU.
(PLEASE BRING SPOUSE, FAMILY M EM BE R  OR A FRIEND WITH YOU FOR THE FAMILIAR VOICE!)

60 DAY FREE TRIALON ALL CUSTOM FITTED INSTRUMENTS
YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED 100% WITH NO RESTOCKING FEE.

GEORGE IWANOWH E A R I N G  AID C E N T E R S  INC.
This is our 61st Year in Practice 

...and Still Growing!
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J U L I A N  H. G O N Z A L E Z  | M I C H I G A N . C O M
Detroit R e d  W i n g s  rookie Dylan Larkin maintains a step o n  Toronto d e f e n s e m a n  Dion P h a neuf during a g a m e  this season. Larkin, 19, has 11 goals so 
far this season a n d  is considered a top candidate for N H L  Rookie of the Year honors.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Canton 
slams 
Lath r up, 
46-28

Senior guard Okoli 
does it all for hiefs

Ed Wright
Staff Writer

The numbers that stretched 
to the right of Canton senior 
guard Obi Okoli’s n a m e  on the 
stat sheet following Friday 
night’s 46-28 victory over 
Southfield-Lathrup resembled 
a winning lottery ticket: 13 
points, six rebounds, four 
steals, one blocked shot, one 
charge taken and one crowd- 
rousing slam dunk.

Bingo!
Okoli was one of the lone 

offensive standouts in a g a m e  
that fans of the Pistons’ Bad 
Boys era would have appreci­
ated: not m a n y  uncontested 
shots, a lot of physicality and a 
battle for every rebound.

T he Chiefs are n o w  2-0 fol­
lowing a season-opening week 
that matched them up against 
two talented, athletic teams 
(Canton defeated Detroit Coun­
try D a y  on Tbesday).

Canton’s defense w as in 
lock-down m o d e  all night, hold­
ing the Chargers to 9-of-46 
shooting from the field (19.5 
percent).

“W e  m a k e  defense in prac­
tice the most important thing 
w e  do,” Okoli said. “That way, 
w h e n  w e  play in a game, it 
seems easier than w h e n  w e ’re 
practicing against ourselves.”

Okoli said the team is bond­
ing earlier than he originally 
thought it might.

“I didn’t k n o w  h o w  this

Detroit Red Wings rookie standout Dylan Larkin 
credits time in N T D P  for quick rise to N H L

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

' W"' ylan Larkin never stopped working during his 
\  two years with U S A  H ockey’s National T e a m  
I  Development Program.
W  H e  showed no fear going up against bigger, 

stronger, older players during his time with the 
N T D P  Under-17 and 18 teams —  then continuing with that 
winning attitude in 2014-15 during his lone collegiate sea­
son with the Michigan Wolverines.

N o w  he is a Detroit R ed  Wings rookie sensation at age 
19, a favorite to win the team’s first Calder TYophy as N a ­
tional Hockey League Rookie of the Year since goalie R og­
er Crozier did it in 1965.

Firmly ensconsed in the N H L  after a few months, the 
Waterford native doesn’t plan on slowing d o w n  anytime 
soon.

See LARKIN, Page B2

THE LARKIN FILE
n n r k f r

N A 1 I U N A I  1 1 A M  O E V £ t Q P M E N I  P R O G R A M

Golden: Dylan Larkin, a 6-0,172-pound forward 
f r o m  Waterford, represented the United States at 
the 2013 W o r l d  U 1 7  H o c k e y  Challenge. In 2014, he 
helped the U.S. w i n  a gold m e d a l  at the IIHF W o r l d  
U 1 8  Championships. In 2015, international tourneys 
included the 2015 W o r l d  Junior Cha mpi o n s h i p  a n d  
IIHF W o r l d  Championships.
NTDP: Larkin played the 2012-13 a n d  2013-14 seasons 
in U S A  Hockey's National T e a m  D e v e l o p m e n t  Pro­

gram, w h e r e  h e  scored a total of 24 goals a n d  16 assists in 63 games.
Go Blue: In 2014-15, he played his only season at the University of Michi­
gan, tallying 15 goals a n d  32 assists in 35 games.
Winging it: Drafted by the Detroit R e d  W i n g s  in the 2014 N H L  Entry 
Draft, Larkin signed an entry level professional contract with the Detroit 
R e d  W i n g s  organization in May, foregoing his final three years of eligibil­
ity with the Wolverines. H e  m a d e  his pro de b u t  M a y  24 during a G r a n d  
Rapids Griffins A H L  playoff g a m e .  In September, h e  played well e n o u g h  at 
the R e d  W i n g s  training c a m p  to crack the big-league roster.
Notable: Larkin, w h o  turned 19 in July, w a s  n a m e d  Big T e n  F r e s h m a n  of 
the Year for 2014-15 a n d  in N o v e m b e r  w a s  N H L  Rookie of the M o n t h .  His 
parents are Kevin a n d  Sidney Denise Larkin, regular attendees at Joe 
Louis A r e n a  for Dylan's h o m e  games.

See CANTON, Page B4

E D  W R I G H T
Canton's Obi Okoli slams the ball 
home during a key third-quarter 
spurt in Friday night's game against 
Southfield-Lathrup.

Launching his 
gam e-w i n n i n g  
shot in overtime 
W e d n e s d a y  is 
Salem's Colin 
Goleniak.

M I C H A E L  V A S I I N E K

BOYS HOCKEY

Twins help lift Rocks to O T  win
Goleniaks c o me  up big to 
spark Salem comeback

Ed Wright
Staff Writer

T he Salem boys hockey 
team’s Goleniak twins, Austin 
and Colin, peaked at the right 
time Wednesday night against 
host Livonia Churchill —  on 
opposite ends of the ice.

A n d  their older brother 
Zach had a pretty productive 
night, as well.

M o m e n t s  after Rocks fresh­
m a n  goaltender Austin Gole­
niak m a d e  a pair of g a m e ­
saving, breathtaking overtime 
saves against the Chargers, 
Colin Goleniak redirected a

blistering slap shot by Marty 
Mills off the crossbar and into 
the net at the 4:42 m a r k  to lift 
Salem to an entertaining 5-4 
victory.

T he win improved Salem to 
2-2, while Churchill slipped to 
4-2.

Zach Goleniak helped m a k e  
the overtime opportunity pos­
sible with two regulation goals.

T he Kensington Lakes A c ­
tivities Association instituted 
an eight-minute, sudden-death 
overtime format prior to this 
season —  m u c h  to the delight 
of the crowd in attendance at 
Eddie Edgar Arena —  especial­
ly, as it turned out. m e m b e r s  of 
the Goleniak family.

“As soon as I s aw Marty get 
ready to shoot, I got to the net

as fast as I could,” Colin Gole­
niak said. “I felt ecstatic when 
I saw the puck in the net. I 
went right up to Marty and told 
him h o w  sick his shot was.”

A s  soon as the Rocks real­
ized they had won, they con­
verged for a celebratory group 
hug against the boards with the 
guy w h o  scored the goal... or 
at least the guy they thought 
scored the goal.

“Nobody really said any­
thing to me, because they 
thought Marty scored the 
goal," Goleniak said, smiling, 
w h e n  asked about the post­
g a m e  celebration. "Then word 
got over that I tipped it in and 
everybody congratulated me."

See TWINS. Page B3
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Warming Hearts &  Homes

Help us donate $ 3 0 , 0 0 0
For every Like, Tweet or Share we receive on social media 
we will donate $25 to:
. T H A W  Fund
• Local Food Pantries
• Salvation Army Coats for Kids Program

C o m m u n i t y
F i n a n c i a l

CFCU.ORG/WARMS | 877.937.2328



BOYS S W I M M I N GNovi 
cruises 

past Chiefs 
in opener

Brad Emons
Staff Writer

T he Novi boys s w i m  team 
swept took the first three 
places in four different 
events Dec. 8 en route to a 
119-66 dual meet victory over 
visiting Canton in the season 
opener for both teams.

Phillip Billiu was Novi’s 
top individual performer as 
he figured in four first-place 
finishes, leading a one-two- 
three sweep in the 50-yard 
freestyle (22.57) and the 100 
butterfly (55.86).

H e  also teamed with Alex­
ander Yuan, R y a n  Katulski 
and Maxwell Williams for a 
win in the 200 medley relay 
(1:44.36). T he foursome of 
Billiu, Williams, Brian Son 
and Joel Kotyk also tied C an­
ton for first in the 400 free­
style relay with identical 
times of 3:19.18.

Yuan led a sweep in the 
100 freestyle with a time of 
51.67 and also teamed with 
Joey Berman, Son and Katul­
ski for first in the 200 free­
style relay (1:32.61).

Meanwhile, J a m e  Ciolli 
posted a meet-best 236.45 
points to lead a sweep in the 
1-meter diving event.

"This meet gave us the 
opportunity to experiment 
with some different events 
and relay combinations,”
Novi coach Brent Pohlonski 
said. " W e  have an exciting 
team, which is very versatile 
and will allow us to win 
meets with a variety of line­
ups. O ur n e w  swimmers 
showed they are ready to 
contribute this season.” 

Canton boasted a pair of 
double-winners as Daniel 
Mullen swept the 200 and 500 
freestyles in 1:49.05 and 
5:14.13, respectively, while 
TVisten Shao captured the 200 
individual medley (2:10.1) and 
100 backstroke (59.24). G e ­
rard Niermann w as first for 
the Chiefs in the 100 breast­
stroke (1:06.89).

D U A L  M E E T  R E S U L T S  
N O V 1 119, C A N T O N  6 6

D e c .  1 0  at N o v i
2 0 0 - y a r d  m e d l e y  relay: 1. Novi (Phillip 

Billiu, Alexander Yuan, Ryan Katulski, Maxwell 
Williams). 1 44.36; 3. Novi (Erik Halboth, Joel 
Kotyk. Joey Berman, Bradley Huang), 1:47.47.
2 0 0  freestyle: 1. Daniel Mullen (Canton). 

1:49.05; 2. Katulski (Novi), 1:49.7; 3. Berman 
(Novi). 1:54.45.
2 0 0  individual m e d l e y :  1 Tristen Shao 

(Canton), 2:10.1; 3. Halborth (Novi), 2:13.91.
5 0  freestyle: 1 Billiu (Novi). 22.57; 2.

Narayan Manivannan (Novi). 23.96; 3. Williams 
(Novi). 24.24.
1 - m e t e r  diving: 1. James Ciolli (Novi), 236.45 

points; 2. Nathan Pellerito (Novi), 201.40; 3. 
Mitchell Russell (Novi). 155 85
1 0 0  butterfly: 1. Billiu (Novi), 55.86; 2. 

Berman (Novi). 57.61; 3. Katulski (Novi), 57.95.
1 0 0  freestyle: 1. Yuan (Novi), 51.67; 2. Brian 

Son (Novi), 52.31; 3. Williams (Novi), 52.59.
5 0 0  freestyle: 1. Mullen (Canton), 5:14.13; 2. 

Kotyk (Novi). 5:21.06; 3. Preston Harrell (Novi). 
5:21.75.

2 0 0  freestyle relay: 1. Novi (Berman, Yuan, 
Son. Katulski), 1:32.61; 3. Novi (Manivannan, Justin 
Lee. Edward Cheng, Arjun Raman), 1:42.22.

1 0 0  b a c k s t r o k e :  1. Shao (Canton), 59.24; 2. 
Minjae Ki m (Novi), 1:02.25; 3. Kotyk (Novi),
1:03.17.

1 0 0  br ea sts tr oke : 1 Gerard Niermann 
(Canton), 1:06.89; 3. Harrell (Novi), 1:11.45.

4 0 0  freestyle relay: 1. (tie) Novi (Billiu, 
Williams, Son, Kotyk) an d Canton (Mullen, Shao. 
Derek Goderis, Niermann), 3:29.18 each; 3. Novi 
(Huang. Stephen Siitari, Harrell Albert Tan),
3:43.97.
D u a l  m e e t  records: Novi 1-0 overall; 

Canton. 0-1 overall

THE W E E K  
A H E A D

B O Y S  B A S K E T B A L L  
M o n d a y ,  D e c .  14

Huron Valley at PCA, 7 p.m.
T u e s d a y ,  D e c  15 

South Lyon at Canton. 7 p  m.
Novi at Plymouth, 7 p.m.
Salem at Churchill 7 p.m. 
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c  17 

Franklin at Salem, 7 p.m.
Canton at S  Lyon East. 7 p.m. 
Stevenson vs. Plymouth. 7 p.m. 

G I R L S  B A S K E T B A L L  
M o n d a y ,  D e c  14 
Roeper at H V L  7 p m  
T u e s d a y ,  D e c  15 

Churchill at Salem, 7 p m .
Canton at S  Lyon. 7 p m  
Salem at Novt 7 p m .

Grosse Pointe North at Ladywood, 7 J O  p m .  
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c  17 

S. Lyon East at Canton. 7  p m .
Salem at Franklin. 7 p m .  

Stevenson vs. Plymouth, 7 p m .  
Friday. D e c  18

Oakland Christian at Clarenceville. 7 p m .  
P R E P  H O C K E Y  

W e d n e s d a y .  D e c  16 
Canton at Brighton. 6 pm .

O L  Si Mary's at Stevenson. 8  p m .
T h u r s d a y .  D e c  17 

Ladywood at LiggeTt Tourney. TB A 
Friday. D e c  18 

Canton at Franklin. 6  p m .
PC S Penguins at Andover. 7 3 0  p m  

Plymouth vs. Salem 
at Pty. Cultural Center. 8 3 0  p m .

S a t u r d a y .  D e c  19 
ladywood at LiggeTt Tourney. TB A 

W R E S T U N G  
S a t u r d a y ,  D e c  19 

W a y n e  Ccwnty looney, 9  a m .  
C O - E D  B O W U N G  
T u e s d a y .  D e c  15 

John Glenn at Plymouth, 3 3 0  p m .  
W a y n e  at Canton. 3 3 0  p m .

B O Y S  S W I M M I N G  
T u e s d a y .  D e c  15 

Salem at Brig t o n. 6 3 0  p m .  
Friday. D e c  18 

Ptynoudi Hcixiay Relays. 6 3 0  p m .  
G Y M N A S T I C S  

T u e s d a y ,  D e c  15 
C a r ~ n  at P h r o c n .  6 3 0  p m .  

T h u r s d a y ,  D e c  17 
KmerferTWirr— .-le at Sden. 6 3 0  p m .  

Friday, D e c  18 
F y n o c s h  cv tztcrsi 6 3 0  pm.

R E N A  L A V E R T Y  | H O C K E Y  W E E K L Y
Dylan Larkin (front) cruises into an opponent's z o n e  during a recent Detroit R e d  W i n g s  g a m e .  In the background is t e a m m a t e  Justin Abdelkader.

LARKIN
Continued f r o m  P a g e  B1

"Right now, it’s everything 
(being a R e d  Wings player),” 
L a r k m  said following a recent 
practice at Joe Louis Arena. 
"It’s coming to the rink every 
day, putting on the R e d  Wings 
sweater and taking pride in 
that.

“A n d  being from Detroit, 
getting to play in front of 
family and friends every 
night and really represent 
what this organization stands 
for.”
Living the dream

It wasn’t too m a n y  years 
ago w h e n  Larkin was a kid 
watching R e d  Wings g am es  at 
the Joe. H e  hasn’t forgotten 
about that, which is w h y  he 
can’t believe what’s happened 
to him.

“C an’t really k n o w  h ow 
many,” he said w h e n  asked 
h o w  m a n y  R e d  Wings games 
he watched while growing up. 
“I followed the R e d  Wings and 
was a huge fan. It’s pretty cool 
being on the other end of it 
and I guess living the dream.”

Larkin proudly bea me d  as 
he talked about his rapid rise 
from the Ice Cube in A n n  
Arbor (home of the N T D P  
before it relocated this year to 
U S A  Hockey Arena in Ply­
mouth Township) to the N H L .

O f  course, it took him a 
while to get off the practice 
ice to do the interview.

While his older teammates 
m a d e  their w a y  back into the 
dressing room, he remained 
out on the ice b y  himself —  
skating in circles and ripping 
slap shots at an empty net.

T he sounds of his hard 
work reverberated all over 
the arena.
Just spectacular

That kind of work ethic 
doesn’t surprise one N T D P  
coach n o w  trying to groom 
future Dylan Larkins s o m e  25 
miles a w a y  at U S A  Hockey 
Arena.

“Very speedy ascension, 
you know, and I think it has to 
d o ... there’s a lot of reasons 
why,” said U S A  Hockey N T D P  
coach D o n  Granato, whose 
brother Tony is a R e d  Wings 
assistant coach. "Dylan’s a 
spectacular kid and person. 
H e ’s a role model for anybody 
that’s out there in hockey or 
out of hockey.

" He c a m e  to the rink every 
day here with a smile on his 
face. A n d  the things that m at­
tered to him were the things 
that mattered to develop­
ment.”

Fans w h o  watch Larkin 
slice through opposing de­
fenses and bring back m e m o ­
ries of a young Steve Yzerman 
love watching No. 71 work his 
magic —  through 28 g am es  he 
led Detroit with 11 goals.

But individual numbers are 
not what drive the rookie to 
excel, Granato noted.

" He  loved to work while he 
w as here,” Granato said. " He 
w as committed to making 
himself better and he wasn’t 
distracted by goals, assists, 
points or accolades.

"Just, T  want to play and I 
want to get better.’ There’s 
very few kids that c o m e  to

R I C K  O S E N T O S K I  | U S A  T O D A Y
Dylan Larkin (left) receives congratulations f r o m  t e a m m a t e s  after scoring 
against the T a m p a  B a y  Lightning this season.

“It (NTDP) was great 
a n d  the training is 
the best you can get 
as a 16-, 17-year-old. 
A n d  then (I) just took 
off m y  18 year a n d  I 
haven’t looked back. ”
DYLAN LARKIN
Detroit Red Wings

mind. But the ones that do 
c o m e  to mind m a k e  it to the 
N H L  pretty fast with a mind­
set like that.”

A s  evidenced by Larkin’s 
stunning climb to the top, 
more and more N T D P  players 
(about 60 alums are on N H L  
teams this season) are elbow­
ing their w a y  on to big league 
rosters. It’s no accident, G ra­
nato noted.

"Everybody in that room, 
prior to coming here, could go 
out on the ice and win battles 
and score goals because their 
skill level was just better than 
the other players,” Granato 
said. "So w e  take the best kids 
in the country and say, ‘OK,

let’s find a league where 
they’re not going to get by on 
their skill.’

“T h e y ’re going to have to 
learn h o w  to play as a team 
and they’re going to have to 
learn the g a m e  itself.”
Place to grow

Elsewhere inside the Red 
Wings dressing r o o m  was 
another U S A  Hockey alum 
w h o  is almost in a w e  at h ow 
quickly Larkin has settled into 
the N H L .

“H e ’s got speed; using his 
speed to his advantage is 
huge,” Detroit goalie J i m m y  
H o w a r d  said. " H e ’s got a 
quick, deceptive shot. With his 
speed alone, the w a y  he can 
open himself up and generate 
scoring chances, I think he’s 
going to be a dangerous play­
er for years to come.”

H o w a r d  nodded about h ow 
m u c h  players w h o  go through 
the N T D P  grow up on and off 
the ice —  ultimately grooming 
m a n y  of them for major 
league success.

"You’re 17 years old and 
you’re going up against 24- 
year-olds in college,” H oward

said. "You got to play like a 
m a n  pretty quick. Playing 
against that older competition 
was beneficial, not only for 
him in college, but I think for 
making the step here.”

Larkin said the time he 
spent in the N T D P  helped his 
growth as a hockey player in 
m a n y  ways, starting him down 
a path of stunning growth that 
really is still just beginning.

"I went there and struggled 
a bit m y  first year,” he said. "I 
was coming off an injury the 
year before. But I always 
worked hard and pushed m y ­
self in practice, playing 
against the best players in the 
country.

“It ( NTDP) was great and 
the training is the best you 
can get as a 16-, 17-year-old. 
A n d  then (I) just took off m y  
18 year and I haven’t looked 
back.”
Enjoying it

Larkin demonstrated some­
thing pretty special even be­
fore starting his two-year stint 
with U S A  Hockey in 2012-13 
and 2013-14.

“W e  did have him prior to 
him even coming here, before 
he entered the ( N T D P )  pro­
gram,” Granato said. "I had 
him skate with the older team 
that year for m a y b e  20 prac­
tices.

“H e  had an injury his midg­
et year, an ankle injury, and 
w e  threw him into practice 
with guys two years older 
than him and he was a lot of 
fun to have on the ice then."

Just a few years later, Lar­
kin is still having a lot of fun 
—  although the stakes obvi­
ously are m u c h  higher.

“It’s a dream c o m e  true and 
something I’ve worked for,” 
Larkin said. “I’m  just trying to 
enjoy it.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter; @TimSmith_Sports

M A T E J  D I V T Z N A  | G E T T Y  I M A G E S
Dylan Larkin is s h o w n  in action during the IIHF W o r l d  C h a m p i o n s h i p  quarterfinal ma t c h  b e t w e e n  U S A  and 
Switzerland in M a y .  H e  spent t w o  seasons with U S A  Hockey's NTDP.



BOYS HOCKEY’Cats nearly claw back against Franklin
Patriots build 5-1 
lead then hang 
on for victory
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Livonia Franklin's 
high-scoring top line 
built a seemingly insur­
mountable 5-1 lead 
Wednesday against Ply­
mouth.

Scoring three of those 
goals was senior forward 
Chase Wallis, w h o  also 
victimized Salem for a 
hat trick Dec. 5.

But then the host Pa­
triots had to hang on for 
dear life as the Wildcats 
scored three times in 5:30 
and came close to eve­
ning things up at Eddie 
Edgar Arena in Livonia.

Ultimately, an empty- 
netter by TVevor Lassa- 
line with 15 seconds left 
gave Franklin a 6-4 
K L A A  South boys hockey 
victory.

“They’ve been ripping 
it all year and, hopefully, 
well start getting our 
other lines to chip in,” 
Franklin head coach 
Dennis Gagnon said 
about the line of Wallis, 
Lassaline and captain 
Brendan Whitney (who 
also scored Wednesday). 
"But that w as a great 
game. Coach (Gerry) 
Vento does a great job 
with those guys; they 
never quit battling.

“W e  had the big lead, 
but they clawed back and

m a d e  a great g a m e  out of 
it. Just another well- 
played high school hock­
ey game.”
Slow start hurts

Vento lamented get­
ting outplayed the first 
two periods, although he 
credited his team (3-1 
overall, 2-1 in the K L A A  
South) for finishing 
strong.

" W h e n  w e  were down 
4-1 in the second, I told 
the guys, ‘Whether w e  
win or lose at this point is 
irrelevant, it’s h o w  you 
respond to it in the third 
period,’” Vento said. "I 
thought they played a 
great third period, but 
you can’t play one period 
and win a hockey game.”

Sparking Plymouth’s 
late charge was speedy 
senior forward Ricky

Covault, w h o  set up ju­
nior defenseman Joe 
Fontana (on the power 
play) and senior forward 
Jake Silvester with gritty 
plays d o w n  low to cut the 
Franklin lead to 5-3 with 
5:24 to go in the third 
period.

After sophomore for­
ward Josh Weber swiped 
in the rebound of a shot 
by junior forward Jack 
Chumley at 13:50, to 
m a k e  it a 5-4 contest, 
Plymouth continued to 
press for the equalizer.

A  solid shift by Frank­
lin senior defenseman 
Jack Engel slowed d o w n  
the Wildcats’ m om en tu m,  
clearing the zone.

Then with 26 seconds 
to go and Plymouth goal­
ie Brendan Olepa (who 
c a m e  in to play the third 
period) on the bench for

the extra attacker, the 
Patriots w o n  a face-off in 
their o w n  zone and 
chipped the puck into the 
neutral zone.

F r o m  there, Whitney 
(one goal, three assists) 
slid the puck up to Lassa­
line for the empty-netter. 
Earning the second assist 
w as Wallis, w h o  already 
has 16 goals this season.

“I just chipped it up 
the boards to Whit and 
Whit w as the one w h o  
gave it to TVevor,” Wallis 
said. "Congrats to Trevor, 
he deserves one.”
Battling to the end

Covault said the late 
rally illustrated the Wild­
cats’ will to compete no 
matter the circum­
stances.

“I think it just shows 
w e  got a lot of heart. W e  
don’t ever stop and w e  
can’t shut d o w n  just be­
cause w e  let in a couple 
goals,” Covault said. " W e  
got to bounce back and 
get more.

"I had energy, I think 
the boys were starting to 
get a little p u m p e d  up 
after w e  scored a couple 
of them. W e  thought w e  
had it at the end, but then 
didn’t win that last face- 
off and then they got in 
and scored (in) the empty 
net.”

Earning the victory 
for Franklin (6-1, 2-1 in 
the K L A A  South) was 
freshman goaltender 
Jake Penny, w h o  stopped 
24 of 28 shots.

Starting for Plymouth

was senior goalie Trevor 
M c M a n u s ,  victimized for 
four goals in the first two 
periods.

Vento absolved M c M a ­
nus of any blame for the 
loss, however, saying he 
changed goaltenders to 
try to jump-start his 
team.

" W e  deserved to be 
d o w n  5-1; they took it to 
us,” Vento said. "They 
were faster, they wanted 
it more, they were win­
ning battles and if that 
happens long enough, 
you're going to be in that 
position.”
Elite line

About the Franklin 
line of Wallis-Whitney- 
Lassaline, the fifth-year 
Plymouth coach shook 
his head.

“That’s a high-end 
line. T h e y ’re big, phys­
ical, talented," Vento 
said. "That’s a recipe for 
disaster w h e n  you’re on 
the other side. They took 
it to us tonight. They 
controlled the play when 
they were on the ice and 
w e  didn’t have an answer 
for them.”

Plymouth actually 
went up 1-0 early on, 
w h e n  senior forward 
J am es  Baldwin scored 
from Fontana and senior 
forward Kyle Kozler.

T he Patriots got it 
right back on Wallis’ first 
of the night, from Kolby 
DewHirst and Whitney.

After Brendan Nut­
ting put Franklin in front 
2-1 after one period, Wal­

lis p u m p e d  in another 
goal with 1:47 to go in the 
second from Lassaline 
and Whitney.

"I o w e  them (his line- 
mates) m y  success," 
Wallis said. "They're 
always setting m e  up and 
I’m  burying them."

Just over one minute 
later, Whitney scored an 
unassisted goal to put the 
Pats up 4-1. H e  skated out 
of the left c o m e r  and 
roofed a backhander 
from a sharp angle past 
McManus.

Franklin padded its 
lead to four goals with 
12:27 remaining in the 
g a m e  on Wallis’ third 
goal.

At that point it looked 
like a blowout might be 
in the works, but the 
Wildcats interfered with 
that narrative.

" W e  k n e w  coming in 
w h o  w e  were up against,” 
Vento said. “W e  weren’t 
surprised, w e  k n e w  w e  
were going to be in for a 
battle.

“Dennis has turned 
the program around. It’s 
a credit to him and, hon­
estly, it’s great for the 
league and it m ak es  ev­
ery night a battle.”

B R O T H E R  R I C E  4. P L Y M O U T H  2: O n
Thursday ai O a k  Park Arena. Birmingham 
Brother Rice jumped out to a 2-0 first- 
period lead an d never looked back.
Scoring for the Wildcats (3-2) were iake 

Silvester and James Baldwin, both on the 
power play. Baldwin set up Silvester’s goal 
in the first period.

Kyle Kozler collected two assists Also 
earning a  helper w a s  Ricky CovaulL
L A K E  O R I O N  5. C A N T O N  1: The 

Chiefs were victimized Thursday by lake 
Orion at the Detroit Skating Club.

M I C H A E L  V A S I L N E K
Reaching to corral a loose puck is Salem goalie Austin Goleniak, while Churchill's Tyler Haydu 
watches.

M I C H A E L  V A S I L N E K
The Salem Rocks mob each other after Colin Goleniak scored 
in overtime against Livonia Churchill.

TWINS
Continued from Page B1

While the players’ 
adrenaline was rushing 
at a rapid pace the sec­
ond the opening puck 
was dropped, it ramped 
up considerably during 
the sudden-death ses­
sion, the Rocks’ g a m e ­
winning goal scorer 
admitted.

“Y ou have to work 
that m u c h  harder (in 
overtime), because you 
don’t want to be that last 
line out there that gets 
scored on,” he said.

Austin Goleniak 
watched all but the final 
1:30 of the first period 
from the Rocks’ bench 
before replacing start­
ing goalie Matt Visel 
after John Doyle’s sec­
ond goal of the night 
gave the Chargers a 3-1 
lead.

“Austin really bat­
tles," Salem head coach 
Ryan Ossenmacher said. 
“H e ’s a little undersized, 
so he has to play athlet­
ic, he has to be aggres­
sive and stand at the top 
of his crease. H e  c a m e  
in and m a d e  a few big 
saves that allowed us to 
get back in the game.

“Matt didn’t play that 
poorly, but there were a 
couple he probably wish 
he could have had back. 
But the team c a m e  back 
and won, which is the 
most important thing."

Churchill head coach 
Jason Reynolds said he 
liked h o w  his players 
c a m e  out of the gates 
with fire in their eyes.

“O ur goal w as to get 
Salem back on their 
heels right a w a y  and w o  
did that with the fast 
start,” he said. "It just 
c a m e  d o w n  to two very 
competitive teams play­
ing in a g a m e  that went

d o w n  to the wire. I cred­
it Salem for continuing 
to c o m e  at us, even 
w h e n  it w as 3-1."

Doyle broke the scor­
ing ice three minutes in 
with a slap shot he 
launched from above 
the left circle. H e  was 
assisted by Tyler Haydu.

Salem countered 
quickly, evening the 
score at 1-1 at the 11- 
minute mark, w h e n  Sean 
M c C o r m a c k  flipped the 
puck in front of the net 
from the blue line. The 
puck bounced off N a ­
than Homrich mid onto 
the stick of Nick Calle- 
gari, w h o  spun and bur­
ied it into the net.

With 9:22 left in the 
first period, the Char­
gers went back in front 
2-1 after Nolan Cioch 
scored an unassisted 
goal w h e n  his long- 
range shot eluded Visel.

A  few minutes later, 
Doyle cranked one off 
the post; Salem’s Calle- 
gari did the same at the 
other end shortly there­
after. while Salem had a 
power play, keeping it 
2-1.

Mills had a dangerous 
rush with about three 
minutes to go, but Chur­

chill goalie D r e w  
Broyles deflected it with 
his blocker.

Doyle heightened the 
Chargers’ comfort level 
a touch w h e n  he lasered 
a rope past Visel to 
m a k e  it 3-1 with 1:47 left 
in the period.

Salem’s climb back 
into the g a m e  began 
four minutes into the 
middle period, when 
Colin Goleniak threw a 
puck from a ridiculous 
angle along the north 
boards at the net. The 
puck glanced off 
Broyles’ stick and into 
the net and just like that 
the Rocks’ deficit was 
3-2.

Churchill maintained 
a one-goal lead during 
the second intermission 
after Salem’s Zach Gole­
niak and Churchill’s 
Conor Burnette traded 
goals.

Zach Goleniak m a d e  
it 4-4 with 11:14 remain­
ing in regulation thanks 
to an assist from Shawn 
Weldon —  setting the 
stage for his siblings’ 
overtime heroics.
Staff wnrer Tim 
confnfcuWd fo tfws report

GYMNASTICS PREVIEW —  PART 2

Wildcats s h o w  potential
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Tbesday’s season­
opening loss to Livonia 
Blue gave Plymouth 
gymnastics coach P a m  
Yockey m o r e  evidence 
that her young 2015-16 
team will be just fine.

Despite the close 
136.525-135.975 defeat, 
the Wildcats displayed 
consistency and flash —  
from veterans and n e w ­
comers alike.

“It is a building year 
for Plymouth with 11 
brand n e w  competitors in 
the meet,” Yockey wrote 
in an email to the Observ­
er. “Great potential 
shown in this meet.”

That group of n e w ­
comers includes sopho­
mores G a b b y  Laesser, 
Antinique Kirksey, Shel­
by Ripple and Tori Syl­
vester and freshmen 
Maddie Ray, A v a  Eilola, 
Sophia Giacobone, Kor- 
rine Stevens, Jaya 
Dhande, Shae Zydeck 
and Kiersten Metz.

Also showing potential 
in the K L A A  Kensington 
Conference match were 
senior Hillevi Phil and 
junior Candice Williams.

Phil scored 8.6 on 
vault, while Ripple 
checked in with 8.25 on 
vault. Tallying 8.2 on 
b e a m  w as Eilola.

Juniors Sara H o s m e r  
and Adriana Tao "gave a 
steady, consistent perfor­
m an ce  on every event,” 
especially on b e a m  to 
give Plymouth an event 
lead.

In the all-around scor­
ing, Plymouth senior

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
Getting ready to swing into 
action on uneven parallel 
bars Tuesday is Plymouth 
senior Emily Welch.

Haley Metz scored 35.65, 
just behind Livonia 
Blue’s Jessica W e a k  
(first, 35.75).

Meanwhile, the Wild­
cats, w h o  qualified for 
the state finals the past 
two seasons, have a hand­
ful of key veterans, led 
by Metz. Others include 
seniors Emily Welch, 
Rebeca Simu, D r e w  De- 
gener, Samantha Fontana 
and Jessica Lutkenhoff.

“Senior captains H a ­
ley Metz and Rebeca 
Simu led the team on 
every event,” Yockey 
wrote. "Rebeca’s out­
standing floor (9.1) led 
the meet, while Haley’s 
9.3 b e a m  led the team.”

With steady perfor­
mances by Metz, Simu, 
Welch, Lutkenhoff, Fon­
tana and Degener “w e  
will see the scores con­
tinue to rise as the pre­
season jitters wear off,” 
Yockey added.
Salem outlook

T he Salem Rocks are 
hopeful for a strong sea-

Williams

son, sparked by sopho­
more Jordyn Williams —  
w h o  as a freshman was 
Division 1 regional c h a m ­
pion and an all-stater on 
floor exercise with re­
spective scores of 9.7 and 
9.6 (tied for third).

Williams also showed 
her versatility for the 
Rocks, qualifying for the 
state finals on balance 
beam. She just missed 

earning a 
spot on 
vault, 
finishing 
11th (the 
top 10 
m a d e  the 
cut).

Salem’s 
roster

includes seniors Grace 
Ramseyer, Annie Sey- 
fried and M o e n a  Fukui; 
juniors Lauren Cotton, 
Alex Johnson, Lauren 
Ogarek and Marissa 
Zorney; sophomores 
Dina Bittner, Maddie 
Karker and Haily Mean- 
neya; and freshmen Adri­
enne Demoss, Caroline 
Far well, Riley Fisher, 
Kacey Jones, Panida 
Khuansanguan, Chloe 
Longeway and Lakyia 
Mashatt.

Seyfried performed 
well on D 2  parallel bars 
at the regional, while 
Ramseyer did the same 
on D 2  beam.

They, along with Wil­
liams, look to give the 
Rocks a solid nucleus as 
the team competes in the 
K L A A  Kensington Divi­
sion.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmithJports

PREP GYMNASTICS

Chiefs win double dual
Seven Canton gymnasts 
finish in top five against 
Northville, Waterford

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Depth and versatility 
continue to be strong 
points of the Canton var­
sity gymnastics team.

M o r e  evidence took 
i place Wednesday, as the 
: Chiefs improved to 3-0 
I with a double dual vic- 
I ton* over Northville and 

Waterford (138.925- 
137.55-129.125).

"With seven different 
gymnasts scoring in the 
top five, this was truly a 
team effort." Canton 
head coach John Cun-

FIL E  P H O T O
Canton's Maddie Toal. shown 
from 2014-15. is among key 
performers again so far this 
season.

ningham said. “I was 
proud of the focus and 
intensity the girls 
showed, knowing h ow 
close the meet was."

Hailey Hodgson regis­
tered Canton's lone first- 
place finishes, with 9.15

on balance b e a m  and 9.3 
on floor exercise.

Seconds were col­
lected by Rachel Socha 
(vault, 8.85) and Katie 
Dickson (bars, 8.575).

Maddie Toal and Jana 
Hilditch each picked up 
two thirds. Toal’s c a m e  in 
the vault and beam, with 
respective scores of 8.8 
and 8.725; Hilditch was 
third on bars (8.475) and 
floor (9.15).

Also strong w as  Kel­
sey Kemosek. w h o  fin­
ished fourth on b e a m  
(8.6) and floor (9.1).

Cunningham said the 
team will keep improving 
on different events as the 
season goes on. partic­
ularly vault, bars and 
beam.



C O L L E G E  B A S K E T B A L L

Ocelots flip the script against O w e n s

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
Going strong to the basket during a recent game is Schoolcraft 
forward Anthony Wartley-Fritz. He had 13 points and nine 
rebounds Saturday against Owens.

Jekyll-and-Hyde game 
finally goes 

Schoolcraft’s way
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

In a m e n ’s basketball 
g a m e  that featured wild 
m o m e n t u m  swings, host 
Schoolcraft College over­
c a m e  a sluggish start 
Dec. 5 to defeat O we ns  
C om mu ni ty  College, 
80-72.

T he Ocelots, ranked 
No. 1 in the N J C A A  all 
season but certain to fall 
a few notches in the next 
poll after losing Dec. 2 to 
Lansing, looked headed 
to their second straight 
defeat as the visiting 
Express broke out to a 
41-21 lead with 4:30 left 
in the first half.

But Schoolcraft (7-1) 
started chipping away, 
O w e n s  players started to 
miss shots and it sudden­
ly w as a 45-38 halftime 
deficit.

In the second half, the 
Ocelots took care of 
business, with sopho­
more forward Davon 
Taylor tallying 10 of his 
team-high 19 points after 
the intermission.

“They were hitting 
shots and w e  were kind 
of sluggish. W e  were 
acting like w e  didn’t 
want to play,” Taylor, a 
Canton alum, said about 
the Jekyll-and-Hyde 
contest. "Then w e  
stepped it up, m a d e  plays 
and m a d e  it happen."

Other Ocelots w ho 
sparked the team’s 42- 
point second half were 
sophomore forward A n ­
thony Wartley-Fritz (13 
points, nine rebounds), 
sophomore guard Ja- 
'Christian Biles (10 
points) and sophomore 
guard Tyron H a m b y  (12 
points).

Scoring 14 points for 
O w e n s  (4-7) was R oy 
Hatchett, with Derrik 
Jamerson adding 13.

T he Express c a m e  out 
of the chute on fire, rare­
ly missing. Draining 
back-to-back triples 
m i d w a y  through the half 
was Jamerson, as O we ns  
quickly went up 31-12. In 
the opening 20 minutes, 
O w e n s  m a d e  18-of-27 
field-goal tries (66.7 
percent).
Pressing on

Schoolcraft head 
coach A be Mashhour 
said what the Express

did early on “was not a 
surprise to me, but it was 
disappointing the fact w e  
didn’t challenge and 
contest as w e  normally 
do. Still, they m a d e  plays 
and they m a d e  shots. 
T h e y ’re very capable of 
doing that.”

Things started turning 
around w h e n  the Ocelots

cranked up the press, 
Mashhour emphasized.

"They have very good 
guard play, but w h e n  w e  
went to our press, it 
m a d e  us play harder and 
that was the key,” M a s h ­
hour said. “W e  got a little 
m o r e  active, started 
making some plays.

"To our guys credit,

they persevered, they 
kept their composure 
despite the 20-point def­
icit in the first half."

Mashhour added that 
the play of 6-7, 215-pound 
Taylor continues to im­
press.

"Two things: one is 
opportunity, he’s getting 
more opportunity this 
year and the more impor­
tant thing is the fact how 
hard he worked over the 
summer," Mashhour 
said. " He really worked 
hard on his game, he 
really worked hard on 
getting better and he’s 
taking on a leadership 
role for us, too, which is 
m o r e  valuable than the 
production he’s giving us 
on the court.”

Biles also sparked the 
Ocelots early in the sec­
ond half. His trey with 18 
minutes left cut the def­
icit to 45-43 and he tied 
the g a m e  at 47-47 two 
minutes later on a coast- 
to-coast finger roll 
through the lane.

“Y ou’re always going 
to get that from Ja’Chris- 
tian,” Mashhour said. 
" H e ’s that kind of ath­
lete. I just want him to 
be locked in all the 
time.”

According to Taylor, a

2014 graduate of Canton 
High School, his produc­
tion in recent games is 
about finding his c o m ­
fort zone at the junior 
college level.

“I’m  fitting into the 
system, I learned the 
system, learned the 
coach,” Taylor said. “I 
learned h o w  to play with 
it last year, I w as kind of 
trying to get the rhythm 
to see h o w  to play. N o w  I 
get the rhythm and I’m  
doing good.

“W e  just need every­
body to get together, and 
work as a team so w e  can 
be good."
( M E N )  J A C K S O N  85. S C H O O L -  

C R A F T  81: The visiting Ocelots lost for 
the second time in nine g a m e s  Wednesday 
despite 17-point nights from Davon Taylor 
(Canton) and Tyler Johnson.
Adding 14 points and eight rebounds 

w a s  Tyron Hamby, while Anthony Wartley- 
Fritz chipped In 10 points and nine boards.
Shooting w o e s  plagued Schoolcraft 

which m a d e  33-01-87 from the floor (37.9 
percent).
Schoolcraft led 39-31 at halftime, but wa s 

outscored 54-42 in the second half as 
Jackson improved to 5-4
( W O M E N )  S C H O O L C R A F T  58. 

J A C K S O N  41: Schoolcraft improved to 
7-0 with Wednesday's victory at Jackson 
College
The lady Ocelots led 18-9 after one 

quarter and 34-18 at halftime.
Top performers for Schoolcraft included 

Ashley Bland (Wayne Memorial) and T'era 
Nesbitt with 13 points each. Elise Tolbert 
(Birmingham Seaholm) contributed nine 
points and a team-leading 13 rebounds.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

BOYS BASKETBALL

Opening 
wins for 
Northville 
a nd CC
Brad Emons

Staff Writer

Four different players 
scored in double figures 
Tiesday as Northville 
opened its boys basket­
ball season with a 56-34 
victory at Hartland.

T he  Mustangs, w h o  
led 28-20 at halftime, put 
the g a m e  a w a y  with a 
14-0 run in the third quar­
ter.

Justin Zimbo, a senior 
guard, paced Northville’s 
scoring attack with 13 
points.

Also in double figures 
were Nick Wilds (12), 
Justin Gibbons (11) and 
Kevin Morrissey (10).

Northville m a d e  9- 
of-14 free throws, while 
Hartland was 4-of-7.

“It was a good start 
for us and w e  really liked 
the pace of which w e  
played,” Northville coach 
Todd Sander said. “W e  
had tremendous balance 
and different guys 
stepped up, which will be 
a key for us this season.”
D E T R O I T  C C  57, F A R M I N G T O N  40:

Senior guard Tyler Laureniius paced a 
balanced scoring attack with 14 points as 
Novi Detroit Catholic Central (1-0) pulled 
a w a y  in the final quarter Tuesday to beat 
the host Falcons (0-1).
C.J. Baird and Gio Genrich added 12 and 

11. respectively, for the Shamrocks, w h o  led 
31-2S at halftime and 44-36 after three 
quarters before outscoring Farmington 13-4 
over the final eight minutes.

Jordan Gr a h a m  led the Falcons an d all 
scorers with 20 points.
Catholic Central m a d e  12-of-13 free 

throws (923 percent), while Farmington 
w a s  10-of-14 (71.4 percent).

B R A D F O R D  66. F R A N K L I N  R O A D  
54: Charles Anderson scored 21 points as 
Southfield Bradford A c a d e m y  (1-0) rallied 
from a five-point halftime deficit to beat 
Novi Franklin Road Christian (0-1) in the 
season opener for both teams.

Senior Austin Hearns scored a game-high 
22 points for the Warriors, w h o  were 
outscored 39-20 in the second half after 
leading 34-29 at halftime.

ED. W R I G H T
A trio of Canton defenders (from left), Noah Brown, B.Artis White and Logan Ryan, converge on Southfield-Lathrup's Derek 
Bright.

CANTON
Continued from Page B1

team would look right 
away, but w e ’ve done 
great and w e  all get 
along great," he said. 
“W e  played all s u m m e r  
together, so that helped 
us build up chemistry 
early.”

T he Chiefs led the 
defensive-minded con­
test 26-17 at the half. 
T he two teams c o m ­
bined for just nine 
points (Lathrup scored 
six, Canton three) in the 
entire third quarter, but 
two of the points c a m e

on Okoli’s breakaway 
jam.

Early in the fourth 
quarter, with Lathrup 
trailing just 29-23, Okoli 
drew a hard charge that 
ignited an 11-2 run.

W h e n  asked what he 
w as most proud of —  the 
dunk or the charge —  he 
smiled, then thought a 
few seconds before 
delivering an answer.

“Normally I’d say the 
charge, but it was m y  
first dunk of the season, 
so I’ll have to go with 
that,” he said, grinning.

"Obi is a very good 
basketball player,” C an ­
ton coach J i m m y  Reddy 
said. "I thought he would

have a good year. H e  
was O K  on Tiesday, but 
he was better tonight.
H e  can bring the ball up 
for us, he’s our best 
perimeter defender and 
he can finish at the rim.”

Canton’s 6-7 big m a n  
Logan Ryan was the 
only other player in the 
g a m e  to score in double 
digits (11). R y a n  sat out 
big chunks of the second 
half due to foul trouble.

Lathrup matched 
Canton’s athleticism, but 
couldn’t get the ball to 
settle in the twine. Jerin 
M c K a y  was the Char­
gers’ leading scorer 
with just seven points. 
Derek Bright and Ri-

chared O w e n  added six 
points a piece.

Canton’s Jalen Coch­
ran scored just one 
point, but he w as a beast 
on the boards, ripping 
d o w n  11 rebounds.

Chris English 
knocked d o w n  two tri­
ples for the winners.

The Chiefs connected 
on just 17-of-44 field- 
goal attempts, but they 
m a d e  6-of-8 in the fourth 
quarter, when it counted 
the most.

The Chargers canned 
ll-of-18 free throws. 
Canton was 9-of-24 from 
the stripe.
e wrigh t@h ometo wnlife. com

PREP BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Canton girls turn up the ‘D ?
Chiefs topple Divine 

Child, 44-35; Plymouth 
hoop teams go 1-1

Tim Smith
Staff W r i t e r

Canton’s varsity girls 
basketball team walked 
into the Dearborn Divine 
Child g ym na si um  Thurs­
day night and came 
a w a y  with an impressive 
44-35 victory

“Divine Child's always 
a difficult place to play,” 
said Canton head coach 
R o b  Heitmeyer, whose 
team improved to 2-1.
“So anytime you can go

there and get a good 
quality win, it’s s o m e ­
thing to be proud of.”

T he Chiefs c a m e  out 
determined, building a 
fast 14-4 lead. It was a 
26-15 edge at halftime.

“I w as very, very 
pleased with our defen­
sive intensity and didn’t 
give them a chance to 
set up their offense,” 
Heitmeyer said.

Leading all scorers 
was Canton forward Erin 
Hult, with 23 points. 
Several other Chiefs 
contributed, including 
guard Madison Archi­
bald (five points), guard 
Natalie Winters (four 
points), forward S hamya

Butler (four points) and 
guard Brianna Finn (four 
points).
(G I R L S )  K E T T E R I N G  45. P L Y ­

M O U T H  20: The visiting Wildcats 
dropped a non-conference comes!

- W e  r e f f d i d w l  hancfte tlw- transition

pressure o n  defense just stifled us*
Bailey Brown w a s  a bright spot for the

'^SvsipLv^unisrMOTrS:
Sparking the Wldcats to their second 

win sn as m a n y  contests w a s  Brent Davis, 
with 20 poms.

Chipping m  were Darius Timmons (nine 
points), feiq W o o d y  (seven points), Justin 
F W i o b o n  (four ports) and Julian LeOoux 
(four points). J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O

Natalie Winters, shown in a game last week, was one of 
several contributors to Canton's win over Dearborn Divine 
Child.

PREP WRESTLING
Rocks defeat 
Chiefs in 
opening 
match-up
Five Salem pins 

spark team to 51-27 
triumph over Canton

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Salem’s experience 
proved itself Wednes­
day as the Rocks 
earned a 51-27 dual 
meet win over host 
Canton.

Spearheading the 
victory were Salem 
pins by Bruce Haslitt 
(145), Demetrius Fields 
(171), R oy Foster (189), 
Nathan Gaubatz (103) 
and C a m  Shaughnessy 
(119).

O n  the flip side, the 
Chiefs chalked up falls 
by Abdelhadi Shaulb 
(160), Harrison S am oy  
(125), Justin Winnie 
(130) and Zach Dehnke 
(135).

“It was a pretty 
good day, but our guys 
have a lot of work to 
do,” Salem coach Jere­
m y  Henderson said.
“W e  need to be in bet­
ter shape by the end of 
the season if w e  want 
to repeat as district 
champs.

"But it’s the first 
match of the season, so 
I can understand a 
little rust. O ur guys 
have so m u c h  potential 
and I believe they are 
going to prove it in the 
next couple weeks.”

Canton head coach 
Cory Mancuso said his 
team’s “inexperience 
showed on the mat. But 
the middleweights 
wrestled really well.” -

Mancuso added that 
junior captain Winnie 
was a standout: “Justin 
has improved greatly 
from last year. H e  has 
really bought in to 
what w e  are teaching 
him and his hard work 
is paying off.”

Meanwhile, junior 
varsity wrestlers also 
competed during the 
“Spotlight” dual meet, 
with Salem wins posted 
by D ez  Dewberry 
(160), Colin Schultz 
(103), Ali Kobeissi 
(130), Jaquan Baker 
(152) and Grant Schils 
(189).

At 215, Salem’s A n ­
drew Fedel lost by a 
pin to Canton’s M a x  
Muldaney.
Quad meet

T he  Plymouth Wild­
cats participated 
Wednesday at the 
Belleville Quad meet.

Going undefeated 
were Plymouth’s Spen­
cer Schiftar, Jake Grif­
fith, Dylan D w y e r  and 
Ethan Shulaw.



Supporters make Chocolate Jubilee a 
sweet success to the tune of $2 million
^ ^ h i s  season’s holiday 

I parties are filled 
I  with good cheer and 

good will and the Choco­
late Jubilee w as certainly 
no exception.

Held at the M G M  
Grand in Detroit, the 
Chocolate Jubilee 
brought in m o r e  than 500 
supporters w h o  raised 
closed to $2 million for 
the Alzheimer’s Associa­
tion, Greater Michigan 
Chapter.

“It is so important for 
people to be aware of 
Alzheimer’s as a disease, 
since it’s being diagnosed 
earlier and earlier in 
people. W e  have to find a 
cure,” said Marni Bar­
nett, Chocolate Jubilee 
co-chair for her second 
year.

N obody knows that 
better than John Wood, 
an artist and teacher w ho 
was diagnosed with Alz­
heimer’s at age 45. W o o d  
was the keynote speaker 
at the black-tie dinner 
and strolling chocolate 
dessert reception.

“T he day I received 
the Michigan Media Arts 
Teacher of the Year 
A w a r d  was the same day 
I turned in m y  driver’s 
license at the Secretary 
of State,” said Wood, w ho 
was forced into early 
retirement. “I w as  a 
threat to myself and m y  
students. M y  dreams 
were over.”

Soon after his diagno-

Julie
Voiles

SOCIAL
SCENE

sis, W o o d  enrolled in the 
“Safe Return Program” 
at the Alzheimer’s Asso­
ciation. T he  Safe Return 
Program is a 24/7 service 
that helps a person with 
Alzheimer’s w h o  has 
b ecome lost, reunite with 
his or her loved ones.
Meet Me @ the BBAC

A n d  just a few weeks 
ago, also through the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
W o o d  attended a special 
program called Meet M e  
@  the B B A C ,  put on at 
the Birmingham B lo om ­
field Art Association. A  
grant-funded program, 
patterned after the Meet 
M e  @  the M O M A  ( M u ­
s e u m  of M o d e m  Art) in 
N e w  York City, it is ad­
ministered by the Alz­
heimer’s Association for 
patients and their care­
givers with early-stage 
and mid-stage Alzheim­
er’s.

Several area care 
organizations and resi­
dential groups have their 
patients and caregivers 
participate, including 
clients from Senior Hel­
pers in Farmington Hills, 
owned and sponsored by 
Barbara Roden. Roden, 
w h o  is on the board of the

J U L I E  Y O L L E S
Attending the Chocolate Jubillee o n  behalf of Farmington Hills-based Better Life H o m e c a r e  are Brenda a n d  H o w a r d  Rosenberg, 
CFO; A m y  Miller, director of client care; a n d  Tasha Schurgin a n d  her h u s b a n d  Brian, o w n e r  of Better Life Homecare.

Alzheimer’s Association 
Greater Michigan Chap­
ter, hosts her clients and 
their caregivers once a 
month at the B BA C.

“Art is still something 
that people with d e m e n ­
tia can use creatively,” 
she said.
Contact Julie Yollesat 
socialscenejulie@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 
248-642-9465.

J U L I E  Y O L L E S
Fran Y e e  of Troy a n d  P l y m o u t h  residents Joleen Firek a n d  Jennifer J o h nson enjoy the Chocolate 
Jubilee.
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JULIE Y O L L E S
Margie Krasnick of Huntington W o o d s ,  Henrietta Hermelin W e i n b e r g  of Southfield, Lois Rubin 
of Farmington Hills a n d  Judy Rosenberg of B i r m i n g h a m

J U L I E  Y O L L E S
D e S h o n d a  Whitaker, M a t i q u e  G r a h a m  a n d  Felicia M o o r e  of C a k e  Luv in d o w n t o w n  Farmington, 
w h o  m a d e  c u s tom cakes a n d  g o u r m e t  cupcakes that w e r e  served at Chocolate Jubilee.

J U L I E  Y O L L E S
Bloomfield Hills residents Sandra a n d  Dr. Martin Tessler a n d  Karen K a h n  of Farmington Hills.

Diane Zide Whitmore, executive director of operations for Botsford Commons Senior 
Community in Farmington Hills; and Bedford residents Kevin Snycerski ana Cheryl Drikowski, 
who is the Senior Living services coordinator for Botsford Commons Senior Community in 
Farmington Hills.

D e a d l i n e s :  F r i d a y .  4 : 0 0  p . m .  f o r  S u n d a y  p a p e r s  • T u e s d a y .  4 : 0 0  p . m .  f o r  T h u r s d a y  p a p e r s  
H o l i d a y  d e a d l i n e s  a r c  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e .

B E R R Y ,  T H O M A S  H.
Bom August 19, 1941, passed 

away Wednesday, 
November 18, 2015. He 
is survived by his wife. 

Judith A. Berry; his three daugh­
ters Barbara. Nancy and Beverly; 
his four granddaughters, Megan. 
Heidi, Laura and Lindsay; and 
his mother, Dorothy Bcny- 
Fifield. Thomas retired from 
Livonia Public Schools as a 
Vocational Building Trades 
Instructor. He also is a retired 
painter, realtor and shooting 
instructor. As a lifetime NRA 
member Tom enjoyed gun 
collecting, target shooting, hunt­
ing, fishing and watching wild­
life from his back windows. His 
priority was spending time with 
family and friends and making 
people laugh. He will be missed 
by all who knew him. Funeral 
services December 29th at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in South 
Lyon, MI at 11 am. Donations 
can be made to Michigan Hu- * 
mane Society in lieu of flowers.

B L I G H T ,  
W I L L I A M  D.. JR.,

Age 88. December 9. 2015 
Beloved husband of Sally for 54 
years. Loving father of Lori 
Peterson (Tim) and Rodney 
Blight Chenshed grandfather of 
Christopher. Caithn. Tiffany. 
Leila and Hannah Memorial 
Service 4 pm. Sunday, 
December 20th. at Thayer-Rock 
Funeral Home. 33603 Grand 
River Avc.. Farmington (1 blk. 
\V of Farmington Rd). Visita­
tion on Sunday. December 20th. 
from 1 p m  until the 4 pm. 
service Memorial contributions 
may be nude to Heartland 
Hospice or the Humane Society 
of Huron Valley in Ann Arbor 

u w w  ihascr-rock com

ETHERINGTON,
J A N E T

5^ Died unc\pcc*cdh or 
day. December 8. 2015

K E N N E D Y ,  S A N D R A
We mourn the loss of Sandra 
Jean Kennedy, known by her 
family as Sam. who died peace­
fully at home on November 25th, 
2015. Bom on August 26th. 
1940 in Pontiac, Michigan to 
Christine MacDonald (Merrill 
Connors) and Eugene Wcnzloff, 
Sandra grew up in Kingston, 
Michigan and Detroit. Michigan. 
Mother to eight and grandmother 
to fifteen, she is lovingly missed 
by her devoted husband of over 
fifty years, Lawrence Kennedy. 
Sandra received her Bachelors 
degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1962 and a Masters 
degree from Wayne State Uni­
versity. A passionate advocate 
for reading and education,
Sandra worked for many school 
districts in the Detroit area as a 
teacher and counselor. 
Returning to devote her time to 
teaching after years of raising a 
family. Sandra worked at Seton 
Hall preschool and East Catholic 
High School. She will be fondly 
remembered by many for her 
selflessness, her love of children 
and books. her intelligent 
wisdom and kind love, and her 
unending compassion and
generosity. She is survived by 
her husband. Lawrence Kennedy 
of Bingham Famis. Ml;
daughters Christine Kennedy of 
Bingham Farms. Ml. Carolynn 
Burley (Les) of New Baltimore. 
Ml. Dana Abbassc (Dann) of 
Lake Orion. Ml. Susan Jones 
(Aaron) of Louisville. KY.
Karen von Kluge (Jason) of Ann 
Arbor. MI; sons James Kennedy 
of Sheffield. MA. Michael 
Kennedy of Eastpomtc. Ml. 
Lawrence Kennedy (Leina) of 
Stockholm, Sweden, fifteen 
grandchildren Ty. Elaine. 
Emily. Nolan. Kirstyn. Claire, 
Madeline. James. Will. Rider. 
Luke, Time. Cameron. 
Lawrence. Lincoln and her 
brother and sister Jim Wcnzloff 
(Jcamc) and Carolyn Wallace 
(Jack) In remembrance of 
Sandra, a Mass will be held on 
December 16«h at 10am at the 
National Shnne of the Little 
Flower Church (2100 W  12 
Mik Rd in Royal Oak. Ml 
48073) followed b> pra>crs of

enriching lives at V\ayne Star 
University We love you *

Z A K R I S O N ,  
M A R G A R E T  D I A N E

Age 68, passed away suddenly 
on November 27. 2015 in Ten­
nessee. Margaret was a former 
Farmington Public school bus 
driver and a retired computer 
technician. She is the daughter of 
the late Tenho and Elsie Nyysti. 
Loving mother of Barry 
Zakrison, Terry Zaknson. Karri 
Zaknson and Angela Morgan 
(David). Cherished grandmother 
of Kody. Megan. Brandon Lee. 
Tyler. Dustin. Brandon and 
Braydcn. Sadly. Margaret was 
predeceased by her granddaugh­
ter Katie Zaknson on August 28. 
2015. Great grandmother of four. 
Dear sister of Robert Nyysti. 
Caroline Riddell (Paul). Marcia 
Bozek (Tom) and the late 
Richard Nyysti. Margaret is 
dearly loved and missed by so 
many more family members and 
friends. Private family services 
have been held______________

ay you find!L’ £eac(eyour time 
(-'"Of'Sorrow.



Christmas play mixes music, 
contemporary plot, history

S h a r o n  D a r g a y
Staff Writer

Merriman Road Baptist 
Church will give the tradition­
al Christmas play a fresh twist 
w h e n  it presents Christmas In 
His Presence Dec. 19-20.

“It’s not your typical 
Christmas play," said Russ 
Weathers, w h o  works with the 
drama ministry at the Garden 
City church.

A  cast, crew and choir of 
approximately 100 church 
m e m b e r s  will present the 
story of a lonely chaplain w h o  
struggles to find the meaning 
of Christmas while settling 
into his n e w  h o m e  on an over­
seas military base. His prede­
cessor has left behind books 
by historical figures such as 
Helen Keller and Charles 
Wesley. As the chaplain reads 
them out loud, the authors 
appear on stage to share their 
discovery of Christmas in the 
midst of adversity.

“It is a little different kind 
of story, but it is a real story. 
M a n y  people in this season 
feel out of sorts, and are wres­
tling with that. It’s answering 
the question, w h y  be joyful 
and happy, h o w  could I be 
with what is happening to 
m e ? ” said Rev. W a y n e  Parker, 
senior pastor.

"What is neat is to have 
historical figures, like Helen 
Keller, w h o  writes about dis­
appointments, but also about 
h o w  she saw G o d  bless her in 
the midst of those disappoint­
ments. It’s very encouraging 
and reminds us that the sea­
son of Christmas is not just 
about all good things, but 
about hope. Happiness is not a 
giddy feeling, but it is joy and 
hope.”

Parker said he chose the 
play for both its story and 
music.

" W e ’ve got a great choir 
and most of its m e m b e r s  are 
trained musicians. Y ou’ve got 
to have good music.”

The cast includes Brian 
Wade, Rev. Dave Ferraro, Pat 
Aynes, P a m  Hensley and K a y ­
la Boehringer, all of Garden

S U B M I T T E D
Jerry Dahlen of Inkster portrays Charles W e s l e y  in 
M e r r i m a n  R o a d  Baptist Church's Christmas program.

^  <4

V
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Pat A y n e s  of G a r d e n  City portrays Helen Keller, o n e  
of several historical figures that appears in 
"Christmas in His Presence."

Evan, Lauren a n d  L o g a n  Parker portray Joseph, M a r y  a n d  Jesus.

City, Terry Crouson, Russ 
Weathers and Katie Miller, all 
of Livonia, and Jerry Dahlen 
of Inkster. Evan, Lauren and

Logan Parker of Belleville 
portray the living nativity.

Performances are at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 19 and 6 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 20 at the church, 
2055 Merriman, Garden City. 
Admission is free. 734-421- 
0472.

RELIGION
CALENDAR

DECEMBER
ADVENT CANTATA
Time/Date 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
worship services, Dec. 13 
Location: Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 14175 Farmington Road. Livonia 
Details: Adult and children’s choirs, 
handbells, brass and string instruments, 
along with scripture 
Contact christoursavior.org; 734-522- 
6830
ADVENT PROGRAM
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 16 
Location: St. Michael the Archangel 
Parish, 11441 Hubbard, Livonia 
Details: Gary Michuta, author and 
Catholic apologist, will explain the 
Sacrifice of the Mass and its meaning 
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext. 200; livo- 
niastmichael.org
ADVENT SERVICE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Dec. 16 
Location: Lola Park Lutheran Church, 
14750 Kinloch, Bedford 
Details: The theme for meditation is 
"Advent Means Coming”
Contact: 313-532-8655; 734-968-3523 
BLUE CHRISTMAS 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Dec. 16 
Location: St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, located on Five Mile, one block 
west of Inkster Road, Livonia 
Details: This service is for individuals 
w h o  struggle with the holidays, in­
cluding those w h o  are grieving or 
dealing with a job loss. A  coffee recep­
tion with care ministers will follow the 
service
Contact: 734-422-1470
BREAKFAST
Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 20
Location: St. Thodore Social Hall, 8200 
N. W a y n e  Road, Westland 
Details: French toast, pancakes, ham. 
sausage, scrambled eggs, applesauce, 
coffee, team milk, juice and a visit with 
Santa; $3 for adults, Si.50 for children, 2-10
Contact 734-425-4421 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date: Blue Christmas service, 7 
p.m. Dec. 21; Christmas Eve services, 7 
p.m. and 11 p.m.
Location: G o o d  H o p e  Lutheran Church, 
28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City 
Contact: 734-427-3660
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Dec. 24, 9:30 a.m. 
Dec. 25
Location: Lola Park Lutheran Church, 
14750 Kinloch, Bedford 
Details: Family service is Christmas Eve 
Contact: 313-532-8655

See RELIGION, Page B8
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Artist turns clay into steam punk-style sculptures
Sharon Dargay

Staff Writer

Steampunk...when sci-fi 
meets the Victorian era.

Brian Goins of Westland is 
a master of the art style. H e  
incorporates gears, v acuum 
tubes and other found objects 
into metallic-looking polymer 
clay animal figures.

“Steampunk is right up m y  
alley. Steampunk has a gol­
dish, vintage look...watch 
gears and clock gears. Steam­
punk also is leather and 
straps. All of m y  characters 
have goggles or I m a k e  them 
look like wind-up toys. T he 
weirder I m a k e  it, the m o r e  I 
sell."

His steampunk wedding 
cake topper features a bride 
and groom wearing gas masks. 
A  used carburetor bec am e  the 
foundation of a sculpture 
called Motor City Rat, c o m ­
plete with clay, steampunk 
rodent.

“I like doing funky stuff,” 
he said.

Goins is selling his steam­
punk sculptures, wall hang­
ings, jewelry and magnets 
noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, at 
the DIYpsi 2015 Holiday M a r ­
ket, in the Riverside Art C en­
ter, 76 N. Huron, in Ypsilanti. 
T h e  indie art fair includes 
nearly 90 vendors selling 
han dm ad e  items including 
paper goods, ceramics, jewel­
ry, and apparel.
New career

Goins, whose art runs $10- 
$400, left h o m e  care nursing 
to become a full time artist 
two years ago. H e  works out 
of a basement studio in the 
h o m e  he shares with his part­
ner and four cats.

H e  always had a flair for 
art and enjoyed painting and 
drawing. H e  took art classes 
in high school but put his cre­
ative work on hold while pur­
suing a nursing career, first in 
Florida and then back h o m e  in 
Michigan.

S U B M I T T E D  S U B M I T T E D
T h e  strap aro u n d  the bird's neck a n d  face m a y  look like leather but is m a d e  W es tland artist Brian Goins attains a metallic look b y  mixing different 
f r o m  p o l y m e r  clay. colors of p o l ymer clay.

“I w as going up north one 
day and was in the car and I 
told m y  partner I wanted to 
start doing art again, and I 
wanted to start it again in 
clay.”
Polymer clay

H e  read a book on the sub­
ject, tried his hand at wheel­
throwing, but found his niche 
in polymer clay. H e  taught 
himself to work with the medi­
um, sometimes using a pasta 
machine to soften and create 
sheets of clay.

“It’s a low-fire, lightweight 
clay. I have an oven in m y  
basement,” he said. S o m e  art­
ists also use toaster ovens to 
firm and dry their work.

H e  developed his steam­
punk style w h e n  a friend gave 
h im a book on the topic five 
years ago.

Goins taught classes at 
Maxwell’s Art and TVeasures 
in Garden City for several 
years, and has shown his work 
at galleries in Royal O a k  and 
Saugatuck, in addition to run­
ning a store on Etsy.com. N o w  
he’s focusing on art shows. H e  
has participated in the Funky 
Ferndale Art Fair, Berkley Art 
Bash, and the Wyandotte 
Street Art Fair. It’s his first

S U B M I T T E D
Brian Goins of W es tland creates steampunk-style sculptures, m a d e  of p ol ymer clay a n d  f o u n d  objects.

time at the DIYpsi Holiday 
Market.

“I do all kinds of other art 
shows and w as  on the wait list.

They put m e  in the show and 
I’m  glad they did,” he said. “I 
haven’t done Plymouth (Art in 
the Park) but I’d like to. M a y ­

be next year."
For more information about 

the DIYpsi Holiday Market, 
visit diypsi.com.
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li s w u n g  quick Icamort 
S U M i r  N o  w p  needed

Apply online at: 
matrlxqu.ililyscnrtccs.com 

Or c all Mon-Fii. btwn. 9-3pm. 
81 0-229-6053

B A T T E R Y  T E C H S  & 
T O W  T R U C K  
DRIVERS

F v v c s t l a n o c a r  c a r e
III  « M M

hiring lull it part-time 
Competitive P ay  S  Benefits. 
It you have verifiable towing 

experience y ou  m a y
qualify t «  o
Sign O n  Bo 

CALL: 73 4-722-7100
$1000 Sign O n  Bonus.

City ol Livonia
Custodian 
(Part Tima) 
Police Officer 

Police Service Aldo

toil our wetaitc at www.cLllvonla.mlus 
or B i V h  *n p«Mvon at 
invwxi City H a B v u  

IVxv. 3 X > 0 0  O w e  Center 
Or i M m *  Ml JfltS4

E O E
M T N

CLEANING
tNirt T k m e  0.1* \S<. 
M o n  A  F n  R a m  4, 

lue s  A  ttvr» *
S t U t v

C U S T O D I A L
PART-TIME 

nnvwo* r«t ikjv 
K M t v x J M  a t  C I M V A  *  * 
lor i  p W t  N n *  
wvifc cvr''MV* A

S H O W  P L O W  O M t t f t S
S H O W  S » 0 \ U E R S .  S'.Mkat N* cv ,«l ?4 V* 
7 Am a CM .

M R  S M  *

Help Wanted - General 

Direct Support Professional
N e e d e d  lo assist a nd  support 
individuals to live In their 
h o m e s  as Independently as 
possible b y  assisting with rec­
reation, dally living needs, 
transportabon a n d  other 
duties' services Positions 
available in Canton/ Westland 
Area Contact:

7 34 -7 22 - 45 80  Ext * 19  
or apply on-line 

w w w . n h s c o m s o r v . c o m /

JANITORIAL
Howell. Brighton. Wixom. 

Non .  Fai mm gt o n  
M o n - F n  A  

w e e k e n d  availability 
20-25 h r v w k  S 8  50/hr. 
www.uss e rv lc o. c om  
or lax r e s u m e  to: 
248-926-9595

I f r  u  1 SIRVICO. I NC
W E  A RF  A N  E OE  E M P L O Y E R

I Mechann
When money 
talks, listen!
DIESEL

M E C H A N I C S
T o p  P a y  tor Talent 

Hourly W a g e s  
C o m m e n s u r a t e  with E xp
C o m p a n y - P a W  Adv an ce d  
Training &  Certifications

S o m e  cwthcations a m  
eligible tor p ay  increases

Excellent Full Benefits P kg
w in  tow out-iV-pocket costs

AIN
NntionaLMse
text MECHto 
51893 for info 
877-977-48N

bitty comTooitownOn'

PLUMBER

WANT TO 
CLEAN OUT 

YOUR HOUSE?

r cl‘Help Wanted - General

Gssnsns
O F  B R I G H T O N
Is looking lor:

DIRECT CARE STAFF 
&  C N A s

Part Tim e  • 2 nd  &  3rd Shills
Caretel Inns of Brighton 
Is growing! W e  have i m ­
mediate opportunities 
for Direct Caro Staff &  
C N A s  in our beautiful A s ­
sisted Living environ­
ment. to help our resi­
dents with daily personal 
care &  social interaction. 

W e  Offer:
• Mandation Pay
• Referral B o n u s

• Attendance B o n u s  
Please apply in 

person at:
1014 E. Grand River Ave

Brighton Ml 
Or email resume to

hrcarotelbrlghtonG
gmall.com

Y ou ’ll W a n t  to Wor k  Here!a Caretel

R E A L  ESTATE 
S A L E S

O P P O R T U N I T Y
wor k  with

Michigan's <M 
R E A L T O R  

R e a l  Estate O n e

Rap̂ fy Expanding

C o m m t t & i o n s  Right A w a ,
* •' ’ ’■ '• Be  Y<xr O w n  Boss 
• W W  Va x  Schedule

frogranu

P A T  R Y A X .  R E A L T O R  
(734) 5 91  9 2 0 0

Seed to Rcni Tliai House or ipanmem?

m
Cmmmrvmi M v c m

a nS  M  tiv C M w a A M i  
D O  Y O U R  W O R K !

A M  M i r  n  rmirtf 
U M U R V '

Compulcr - Info Systems

SENIOR
SYSTEMS
DEVELOPER
Taubman

J D E  opportunity in 
Btoomlield Hills.

O n e  opening available.
Involves analyzing 

business requirements 
a nd  J D E  development and 

implementation 
Requires a  Bachelor's 
Degree in M an a g e m e n t  
information Systems. 
Computer Science. 
Physics or Business 
Administration and 
seven (7) years' /

84 months’ experience in 
J DE  Development in addition 

to skill m  EnterpnseOno 
Version 9  1 Applicants 
mus t  send resumes, 

salary requirements and/or 
inquiries tor further 

details lo:

T he  T a u b m a n  Company. Inc 
2 00  East Lon g  Lak e  Road 

Suite 300 
Bioomheid Hills. Ml 
4 83 04-2324 or 

b ye agcrCtaubman c o m  
N o  calls.

Help Wanted - 
Office Clerical

RECEPTIONIST
Oakland County fast pac ed  ot- 
fee seeking dependable c an ­
didate w /  goo d  phone, typing 
&  general office skills Goo d  
t e a m  prayer 2 years nttn exp 

Part bme .  3  d a y s ’v w e k  
Re s u m e  ta 

huntlicOaot.com

Help Wanted - Dental

D E N T A L
A S S I S T A N T

•fife*
GXMILY DENTAL CAIE

FaxrMu
313-557-

8MS79 73SS SM-579-7355

R E C Y C L E
T H I S

N E W S P A P E Rt J W t J

Help Wanted - Medical

ADMINISTRATIVE/ 
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Medical office seeks exp’d 
medical receptionist

Mus i  have strong computer 
a nd  medical insurance knowl­
edg e  Full-Time/excellent pay 
a nd  benefits Including 4 01 K 
N o  weekends/no evenings! 

A nn  Arbor area.
a2d e r m @ a o l . c o m

M E D I C A L  A S S I S T A N T  
Full &  Part-Time

M i n i m u m  ol 3  yrs. exp 
X-ray. venipuncture &  E KG  
Bus y  medical practice in 

South Lyon Competibve pay 
&  benefits. Email 

southlyonlamilyphysidans© 
y ahoo c o m

MEDICAL
ASSISTANT

Part-Time 
2 yrs. m i n i m u m  

experience.
Northville Family 
Foot Specialists 

Email resume 
a n d r e w . m cc h l g i a n O  

gmail.com

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
Part-TImo

M i n i m u m  of 3  yrs exp 
X-ray. venipuncture &  E KG  

Bus y  medical practice in South 
Lyon P ay  based o n  exp Email 
sx-tWyontamityphysiCians® 

yahoo c o m

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT/ 
DIRECT CARE 
WORKER

R e v w n » n g  c os ti om  serving 
persons with special needs

Must beta

RN, LPN or M A
Deme*.’*aa b
k-r Vr** cVxxcr mi

R N  L P *  Of M A

'i driV'aei*! bi cc &

' W M M m iM a y b e  the Grass IS Greener...
You’ll never k n o w  if you d o n ’t look. Take a 
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job 
opportunities from a variety of exciting employers.

O&E Media’s Jobs SectionIn Print &  Online
Search hometownlife.com
To advertise, call: 800-579-7355

Ar-F X-4. i.VIttlC
MEDIA



Psychic Kristy Robinett kicks off radio call-in series
Sharon Dargay

Staff Writer

Here's your chance to tap 
into the supernatural for free 
advice.

Kristy Robinett will bring 
her psychic abilities to the 
Detroit airwaves beginning 
Monday, Dec. 14. She'll answer 
listeners' questions during a 
monthly segment. Medium 
Mondays, in the 7 a.m. hour on 
W D V D - F M ’s (96.3) The Blaine 
Fowler Show.

"I used to host m y  o w n  In­
ternet show for a n u m b e r  of 
years and worked for KISS-FM 
in Oklahoma and did a segment 
similar to what I'll be doing 
with Blaine,” said Robinett, a 
Livonia resident and psychic

S U B M I T T E D
Psychic m e d i u m  Kristy Robinett of 
Livonia

medium. "I love radio and I 
love helping people. I’ve been 
on shows every so often and I

would do life coaching tips. 
This will be actually taking 
calls.”

Robinett said she did a radio 
segment for a station in Bowl­
ing Green, Ohio last w e e k  and 
fielded questions about such 
topics as “I think m y  house is 
haunted,” “M y  brother c o m ­
mitted suicide and w e  don’t 
k n o w  why,” and “I missed say­
ing good-bye to m y  m o m .  Is 
she m a d  at m e ? ”

During Medium Mondays a 
staff m e m b e r  will ask callers 
their n a m e  and a s u m m a r y  of 
their question before connect­
ing them with Robinett on the 
air. She hopes that will avert 
potential problem calls like the 
murder confession she re­
ceived m a n y  years ago during

a radio show.
“T hey were worried the 

person they killed were m a d  at 
them. Uh, kinda. It doesn’t take 
a psychic to k n o w  that," she 
said, adding that law enforce­
ment subsequently became 
involved in the incident.
Lifelong medium

Robinett began encounter­
ing spirit guides and ghosts as 
a youngster. Tbday she c o m ­
bines life coaching and psychic 
skills to help clients in one-on- 
one counseling sessions —  in 
person or by telephone —  and 
in group events. She aids law 
enforcement agencies, at­
torneys and private investiga­
tors with cold cases and has 
written several books about

her experiences as a psychic 
medium. Restless Souls, a 
television show about her work 
on a missing persons case, 
occasionally runs on the ID 
network. A  n e w  show about 
her work will air next month in 
Japan.

Robinett said she sees spirit 
energy as a physical form in 
her “mind’s eye” w h e n  respon­
ding to questions by telephone.

"There is no time nor dis­
tance with energy. It doesn’t 
matter if someone is in front of 
m e  or 500 miles away on the 
phone. I still get the informa­
tion through the voice," she 
said.

TYine in to Medium Mondays 
on Dec. 14, Jan. 11, Feb. 8, 
M ar ch  7 and April 11.

E N G A G E M E N T

Jenna A b r a h a m  a n d  Dillon Rahill

Abraham-Rahill
Jenna A b r a h a m  and Dil­

lon Rahill announce their 
engagement.

T he bride-to-be, daughter 
of D o u g  and Kathy Abra­
h a m  of Northville, graduat­
ed from Plymouth Christian 
A c a d e m y  in 2013. She is a 
senior at the University of 
Michigan.

H e r  fiance, son of Alex 
and Marie Rahill of Canton, 
graduated from Plymouth 
Christian A c a d e m y  in 2012. 
H e  is a senior at Spring 
Arbor University.

A  s u m m e r  2016 wedding 
is planned.

RELIGION
Continued f r o m  P a g e  B6

COMMUNITY CAROL SING
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20 
Location: Kellogg Park in d o w n t o w n  
Plymouth
Details: Features The Salvation A r m y  
Concert Band, refreshments served 
after the concert at First Presbyterian 
Church, 701 Church St., Plymouth 
Contact: Jerry Smith at 734-453-6464, 
ext. 119
HYMN FESTIVAL
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13 
Location: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
39020 W .  Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: The choirs of Holy Trinity and 
St. John Lutheran Church in Farmington 
present a Christmas h y m n  festival,
"Holy Light." Directors A n n  Buland and 
Troy Nelson will lead the mass choir, 
supported by Dale Love and Lisa 
Hartge, accompanists. A  free will of­
fering will be accepted and a reception 
will follow the concert 
Contact: 734-464-0211 
WINTER SOLSTICE 
Time/Date: 7:15 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19 
Location: The Universalist Unitarian 
Church of Farmington, 25301 Halsted, 
Farmington Hills
Details: Rev. Leonetta Bugleisi leads a 
color-themed solstice ritual that cele­
brates "the longest night." The story 
th e m e  is "Silver-Blue Solstice: A  W a l k  in 
Nature Across Time." The celebration 
includes soloists, story, meditation, 
ritual, dance and visuals 
Contact: 248-478-7272; uuFarming- 
ton.org

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Our Lady of Loretto 
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m. M o n d a y  
Location: Six Mile and Beech Daly, 
Bedford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday, through M a y  
Location: 11441 Hubbard, just south of 
Plymouth Road, Livonia 
Details: Gary Michuta, author and 
Catholic apologist, leads a study of 
Isaiah. Bring your o w n  Bible 
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200; www.li- 
voniastmichael.org.
Faith Community Wesleyan 
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every Saturday 
Location: 14560 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: This informal class includes 
fellowship, discussion and question and 
answers. All ages welcome. Bibles 
available if you don't have one 
Contact: pastor T o m  Hazelwood at 
734-765-5476
EXERCISE
Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United Met h o d ­
ist Church, 20300 Middlebelt, south of 
Eight Mile, Livonia 
Details: Instructor W e n d y  Motta, a 
seven-year Z u m b a  practitioner, teaches 
Z u m b a  through drop-in classes. Each 
costs $3. Participants should bring 
water, a towel and wear athletic shoes. 
For more information, email Motta 
through zumba.com 
Contact: 313-408-3364 
FAMILY MEAL

Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every Thursday 
Location: Salvation Army. 27500 
Shiawassee, Farmington Hills 
Details: Free meal 
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12 
HEALING SERVICE 
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4 p.m. first 
Tuesday of the month; English service, 
3-4 p.m. third Tuesday of the month 
Location: The Antiochian Orthodox 
Basilica of Saint Mary, 18100 Merriman, 
Livonia
Details: The service includes prayers of 
petition and intercession, hymns, Scrip­
ture readings and the anointing of the 
sick. Offertory candles are available for 
a free will offering in the vestibule of 
the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub at 
734-422-0010 or email Stacey Badeen at 
sbadeen@tbosm.com
M O M S
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. second 
Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington Road, 
Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) is aimed at mothers of infants 
through kindergartners 
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 248-227- 
6617 and Jody Fleszar at 734-658-2463 
Dunning Park Bible Chapel 
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first and 
third Tuesdays
Location: 24800 W .  Chicago Road, 
Bedford
Details: M O P S  is a place where m o m s  
can build friendships, receive mothering 
support, practical help and spiritual 
hope.
Contact: A m y  at 313-937-3084 or 
Kristen at 734-542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dun k  N  Dogs, 27911 Five 
Mile, Livonia
Details: All Creatures ULC sponsors the 
service, which is conducted in an in­
formal setting. Pet blessings are avail­
able after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162 
PRAYER 
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday 
Location: Parish office, 15089 N e w ­
burgh, Livonia
Details: Group meets for singing, 
praying and short teaching. Fellowship 
with snacks follows 
Contact: Parish office at 734-464-1223 
Contact: 734-464-1223 
St. Michael Lutheran Church 
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-Friday 
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Praying silently or aloud 
together; prayer requests welcomed. 
Contact: 734-459-3333 for additional 
information

RECYCLING
RISEN CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Saturday of 
the month
Location: 46250 A n n  Arbor Road, 
between Sheldon and Beck roads, 
Plymouth
Details: Recycle your cell phones, laser 
cartridges, inkjet cartridges, laptops, 
iPods, iPads, tablets, eReaders on the 
third Saturday of each month. Use the 
doors on east side of church.
Contact: Lynn H a p m a n  at 734-466-9023

•Safe*

^  e d u c a t i o n s

.

o f  Imli'
H o r m o n e s  Wil l

FREE DJ
Immediately foil

Solutions to Unrej 
Thyroid Syi

^ Dr. Usa Sullivan. ND|

Get YOUR business in front of them

- *'ntary 11 th at 6:00 p m
» n l  &  1 - m i n g e  

\II4IIK7Ro'*
;o| V O I - o

t

Plc*cRS\P»or»«71fc-55*‘

Y O U R  A D  
HERE

l!-v' OF RESIDENTS 
IN SMALL 

COMMUNITIES 
READ LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS

Locals are reading the 
Observer & Eccentric
Source: Readership Study by 
The Reynolds Journalism Institute 
(RJI) for National Newspaper 
Association (NNA) 2013.

micichiganCall: 866.887.2737 and get started!



A  walch that neve* needs a battery

L B
JCPenney l C O H i ! S  ★ m a c y s
Enter to win for your chance at a

IfJPPIl |PP66
Westland Shopping Center
D e c  1 9 th at 11a.m.

S h o p < S ? D i n e
Westland
Every thing you want. 1 ̂  
Everything you need.

'Must be able to attend on December 19th at 11 a. m.

*Enter online at CityofWestland.com!



32222 Plymouth Road • Livonia, Michigan 48150 • (734) 436-2795 • www.billbrownford.com 
Showroom Hours: Monday &  Thursday 9 A M  to 9 P M ,  Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9 A M  to 6 P M

Holiday Hours: December 24th, 9 A M  to 2 PM | December 25th, Closed | December 31st, 9 A M  to 5 PM | January 1st, Closed | January 2nd, 10 A M  to 3 PM

Looking to Get Out of Your Lease Early?
The Ford Early Bird Program Has Been Extended!

If you are nearing the end of your lease, don't make your next payment until 
you to talk to us! For a LIMITED TIME you may be able to get out of your current 

Ford lease early and waive up to FOUR of your last remaining payments.**

24 Month Lease 24 Month Lease
1 deposit waived, | acquisition fee.

$144*;:. S S For $1 6, 354 + ^  *  pc r $ 4 4 4  D u e  3t S,8nlng B u y  For 5 1 8, 759 + / I  3  *  P er $ 4 3 6  D u e  al SIB nln8  B u y  For $19,907+
IP $2 2 , 6 3 0  t P - L J U  m o n t h  w i t h  $1,000 D o w n  M S R P  $2 7 , 1 1 0  ^  J L H f O  m o n t h  w i t h  $1,000 D o w n  M S R P  $28,155

Featuring: E q u i p m e n t  Pa c k a g e  2 0 1 A ,  2 . 0 L G D I  14 Engine, 6 - S p e e d  A u t o m a t i c  
Transmission, SE A p p e a r a n c e  Package, A m b i e n t  lighting, Cruise Control, Fog 
La m p s ,  Perimeter Alarm, P o w e r  W i n d o w s  &  locks, R e a r  W i n d o w  Defroster, 
R e m o t e  Keyless Entry, SIRIUS Satellite Radio*. S Y N C *  w i t h  M y F o r d *

Featuring: 
Engine, 6-Speei 
R e a r  W i n d o w  
S Y N C *  with M y

1.51 EcoBoost*
Transmission,

ig: E q u i p m e n t  Packai 
6 - S p e e d  A u t o m a t i c  Transmission, Cr 
e w  C a m e r a ,  R e a r  W i n d o w  Defroster,

Drive, 1.61 EcoBoost* 
m o l .  Perimeter Alarm.

S Y N C *  G e n  3 M y F o r d *

^  ̂  *  p e r  $ 5 5 5  °UC a t  S i g n l n 8  B u y  Fo r $ 3 0 , 8 1 7 +  ^ ^ " 7 1  * per $ S 2 7  D u e  3t Signing B u y  For $ 2 8 , 7 3 3 +  £  3  I  " 7  * P er 5441 0ue a* Slgnlng B u y  For $32,144+
m o n t h  w i t h  $1,000 D o w n  M S R P  $4 4 , 1 4 5  /  X m o n t h  w i t h  $ 1 , 0 0 0  D o w n  M S R P  $3 5,945 i D  X /  m o n t h  with $1,000 D o w n  M S R P  $38,615

Featuring: E q u i p m e n t  P* 
A u t o m a t i c  Transmission,

g e  3 0 1 A ,  2.71 Ec oB oos t* V 6  
ise Control, Fo g l a m p s ,  P o w .  
loyless Entry, Reverse Sensing 
S w a y  Control

, 6 - S p e e d  Featuring:
5ate Lock, Engine, 6-S
i, SIRIUS* Intelligent

System, SIF
w / P

ckago 2 0 1 A ,  Front W h e e l  Drive, 2.01 
Transmission, Cruise Control, H e a t e d  F 
Button Start, R e a r  .View C a m e r a ,  Revei 
adlo, S Y N C *  with M y F o r d  To u c h -

Pa c k a g e  2 0 2 A ,  Front W h e e l  Drive, 3.51 TI-VCT V 6  
latk Transmission, Cruise Control, F o r w a r d  Sensing 
•ss w / P u s h  Button Start, R e a r  V i e w  C a m e r a ,  Reverse 
te Keyless Entry, R e m o t e  Start Sy stem, S Y N C *  with

** All payment! and prices are for qualifying A|2 Planners, for qualifying non (not new) A |2 Planners an additional $800 to $1500 down would be required to keep the payments or price the same. 10,500 miles per year. To buy for price add tax, title, doc and destination fee. Al 
SCOFFERS EXPIP' 'ding prpvlou',MMf'and mav 'esuirr Ford Credit financing. Not all buyers will qualify for lowest payments. Picture* may not represent actual vehicle. Subject to availability. Payments and price* per program In effect at publication and are subject to

EXPIPt 01/04/2016.

Early Bird Program is effective 12/01/2015 through 01/04/2016. For current ford Credit RO/RCO customer*. Up to four (4) 
islon. Must lease or purchase with ford Credit. Not all buyers will qualify for the Early Bird Program. Past due payments, p; 

lil delivery from dealer stock by 01/04/2016.

! payments with a maximum of $2,400 with a scheduled lease termination date from 01/01/2016 
: extensions and deferred payments beyond the original agreement are not eligible.

h 04/30/2016 on C-Max, Escape, fiesta, focus and 
wear/mileage are customer's responsibility. Customers must

J W  ^ Q u'£LLJLne  v
at Bill Brown Ford

32230 Plymouth Rd. * Livonia, Michigan 48150 * (734) 367-4843 * www.quicklanelivonia.com 
Quick Lane Tire & Auto Center Hours: Monday through Friday 7 AM to 7 PM, Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM

Why Go Anywhere Else?
Our Technicians are Factory Trained Servicing All Makes All Models

Purchase Four Select Tires 
Receive U p  to $140

I N  M A I L - I N  R E B A T E S *  w h e n  y o u  u s e  t h e  Q u i c k  L a n e *  C r e d i t  Card.
S e e  Q u i c k  l a n e *  M a n a g e r  fo r details t h r o u g h  1 2 / 3 1 / 1 5 .

W E ’LL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S TIRE PRICE 
WITH OUR L O W  PRICE TIRE GUARANTEE"

|j • Quick larv** Installed retail pu 
3 your Quick Lane* Credit Card to 
n Owner Advantage

ses only. $70 tire rebate on Bridgestone, Continental, C 
:ive an additional $70 rebate. Tire rebate by prepaid di

------------ .-------- ------- by mall-in form only. $70 credit card rebate by prepaid
be made on the Quick lane* Credit Card Offer valid between 10/01/15 and 12/31/15. 5- 
manufacturer-sponsored or Quick Lane* Credit Card rebate/offer. See Quick lane* Mar 
12/31/15.

lop. Goodyear-, Hankook, Michelln, Pirelli" and Yokohama. Use 
t card or apply to an active Owner Advantage Rewards* account. 
>lt card only. Subject to credit approval. Complete purchase must 
nit rebate by 1/31/16. Cannot be combined with any other tire 
er for vehicle applications, rebate and account details through

nee Tire Guarantee Valid on Quick Lane* installed retail purchases only. Require* pretenution of competitor's current price ad/offer on exact tire sold 
lane* wrthm 30 days after purchase. See Quick Lane* Manager for details through 12/31/15.

f W Q R K S
Synthetic Blend Oil Change • Tire Rotation and Pressure Check 
Brake Inspection • Vehicle Multi-Point Inspection • Fluid Top-Off 

Battery Test • Filter, Belts and Hoses Check

$5 OFF THE WORKS PACKAGE’
P R E S E N T  THIS C O U P O N  A T  T I M E  O F  W R I T E - U P

• Retail purchase* only. Up to five quart* of Motorcraft* Synthetic Blend oil and oil filter. Taxes, dle*el vehicle* and dispo*al 
fee* extra. Hybrid battery te*t excluded. This offer I* ONLY VAUP at the Quick lane* Tire and Auto Center at Bill Brown 
Ford. No minimum purchase n  necessary. OFFER ONLY VAUO BETWEEN 12/01/1S AN D  12/31/15. See Quick lane* 
Manager for details through 12/31/15

Motorcraft® Tested Tough® MAX Batteries 
$25 REBATE

R e c e i v e  M A I L - I N  R E B A T E *  w h e n  y o u  u s e  t h e  Q u i c k  l a n e *  C r e d i t  Card.
S e e  Quick L a n e *  M a n a g e r  for details t h r o u g h  1 2 / 3 1 / 1 5 .

100 M o n t h  Limited Warranty Included
-i l-re towing =n Qu.ck Larw mstaEed retag purchases only. W H h  exchange. Ta 

Manager far details through 12/31/15
and installation

Motorcraft® Complete Brake Service
Includes Brake Pads or Shoes & Machining Rotors or Drums

Receive Up to $100
I N  M A I L - I N  R E B A T E S *  w h e n  y o u  u s e  t h e  Q u i c k  L a n e *  Credit Card. 

S e e  Q u i c k  L a n e *  M a n a g e r  fo r details t h r o u g h  1 2 / 3 1 / 1 S .%
• Quick Lane* installed retail purchase* only. Per axle price on most vehlde*. Exclusion* apply. Taxe* extra. Offer valid 
between 11/02/15 and 12/31/15. See Qu*k lane* Manager for details through 12/31/15.

Use the Quick Lane1 Credit Card to make a qualifying purchase of 
$250 or more and receive a $ 2 5  MAIL-IN REBATE*

3 to credit approval. Rebate valid on qualifying 
* must be made on the Quick Une* C/edrt Card. O 
mafl-fn rebate per vrtit. Rebate by prepad debit.

lase before tax; not valid on prior purchases Complete 
add through 12/31/15. Submit rebate by 01/31/16. limit 
Cannot be combined with other Quick Lane* Credit Card

Dealership Quality at After Market Prices!


