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Family opens home, hearts to girl
After initial rocky prognosis, child is making remarkable strides

Katrease Stafford
Detroit Free Press

It’s no small feat that Julia Fenton is 
alive today.

In fact, some consider it a miracle. 
Julia, 1, was just 4 pounds w he n  she 

was born prematurely in a bathroom

somewhere in Detroit and abandoned 
by her mother, w h o  was battling drug 
addiction.

A n d  from there, the odds only 
seemed to continue to stack higher 
against her.

She was diagnosed with a n um be r  of 
congenital health defects, including

D o w n  syndrome, and faced other m e d ­
ical issues during numerous, lengthy 
hospital stints and a medically induced 
coma.

But her life changed w he n  she met 
high school sweethearts Charles and 
Katie Fenton in January 2015, a Canton 
family w h o  would later adopt her and 
welcome her into their h o m e  —  and 
hearts —  permanently.

“A n y  child is going to require your

love in different ways, and right now, 
Julia requires m y  love in therapy, 
working with her at h o m e  and other 
ways,” said Katie Fenton, 27. “She is so 
very worthy of life and of a family and 
so worthy of receiving all I have to give 
to her.”

The Fentons already had one child at 
home, their n o w  3-year-old biological

See ADOPT, Page A2

BILL 8RESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Image No. 4  in Bill Bresler's "Americans in O u r  Communities" gallery sh ow s Tajmann Kaur, 6, at the Gurdwara Sahib-Hidden Falls in Plymouth Township in August 2012. The occasion w a s  a 
memorial vigil for victims of the O a k  Creek Gurdwara shooting in Wisconsin. V i e w  the gallery at w w w . h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m .

PHOTOGRAPHER’S GALLERY 
SHOWS ‘WE ARE ALL AMERICANS’

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

Bill Bresler watched as the 2016 
presidential campaign turned nasty and 
divisive, and couldn’t help but notice 
Americans are “a divided people.”

But Bresler also believes this reali­
ty: The U.S. is a big country, with wide­
ly divergent ideas.

“This has always been true,” said 
Bresler, a longtime photographer for 
the Observer &  Eccentric Newspapers. 
“Even the founding fathers w h o  wrote 
the Constitution were a mix of contra­
dictions.”

In a time of heightened anger and 
divide, Bresler turned to what he 
knows best —  photography —  to show 
that everyone, despite their points of 
view, is an American.

“W e  are all Americans,” he said. 
"Whether you’re a politician running 
for president or a prisoner in custody, 
you’re an American.”

Bresler began compiling a gallery of 
photographs for his “Americans in Our 
Community” project. M a n y  of the peo­
ple in the gallery were photographed 
while Bresler was on assignment for 
the O&E; others are from his personal 
work or even photos taken on vacation. 
View the ongoing gallery www.home- 
townlife.com.

“W h e n  I’m  on assignment, I'm obvi­
ously looking for photos to tell the sto­
ry, but I’m  also looking for other in­
teresting photos that m a y  have nothing 
to do with the assignment.”

One of his favorites: A  very quiet 
photograph of a friend of Bresler’s on a

See AMERICANS, Page A2

I a m  an American 
W e  Are One Nation
Each week, a related series will intro­
duce yo u to an exceptional American 
w h o  unites, rather than divides, our 
communities. In the first installment, 
read about M e g  Heubeck, w h o  teaches 
kids h o w  to settle differences through 
civil discourse, P a ge 6 A

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Image No. 33 s h o w s  Hurricane Katrina survivor Penny Klei w h o  built a n e w  life in Michigan.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Image No. 8 sh ow s Trevor Peterson at a M L K  
Da y celebration at the Westland Friendship 
Center.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R  
Image No. 10 s h o w s  an unidentified w o m a n  
gathering flags at the conclusion of a Canton 
co mmunity celebration for Canton's Olympic 
athletes in late August 2016.
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ADOPT
Continued from Page A1

son, John, w he n  they 
decided to take in 10-day- 
old Julia. The couple 
originally planned to be 
her foster parents for a 
short time, but they end­
ed up being drawn to the 
little girl.
. The lively toddler, 

w h o  will celebrate her 
second birthday in Janu­
ary, n o w  can be spotted 
regularly sporting a 
smile, carrying around 
her favorite doll or trail­
ing behind her parents 
and brothers, a remark­
able change from just a 
few short months ago, 
her family said.

At any given time, 
there are about 3,000 
Michigan foster children 
available for adoption, 
according to the Michi­
gan Department of 
Health &  H u m a n  Ser­
vices, and of that n u m ­
ber, nearly 300 do not 
have an identified adop­
tive family. According to 
data provided by 
M D H H S ,  in fiscal year 
2016, more than 2,000 
children were adopted 
from the foster care 
system in Michigan.

The agency oversees 
adoptions like Julia’s that 
are through the state’s 
system, which places 
children in foster care 
due to abuse or neglect.

“Finding homes that 
children in our foster 
care system can call 
their o w n  is one of the 
top priorities for 
M D H H S , ” Steve Yager, 
executive director of the 
department’s Children’s 
Services Agency, said in 
a statement. “W e  are 
extremely appreciative 
of the families and indi­
viduals in Michigan w h o  
step up to provide forev­
er homes for children 
w h o  need love and stabil­
ity. W e  hope that more 
Michiganders will open 
their hearts to adoption.”

A n d  because of her 
o w n  family, Katie Fenton 
became familiar with 
foster care and adoption 
w he n  she was just a child 
herself.

“Katie’s parents had 
done foster care through­

out her life and adopted a 
total of five kids, so she 
grew up around it,” 
Charles Fenton said. “W e  
kind of had to put our 
m o n e y  where our mouth 
was and care for kids 
that didn’t have homes, 
didn’t have families. W e  
ended up getting licensed 
at the end of 2014 and 
then a few weeks later 
got a call that there was a 
little premature girl in 
Detroit that had D o w n  
syndrome.”
A  waiting g a m e

Katie Fenton said they 
don’t k n o w  m u c h  about 
Julia’s birth mother, 
aside from the fact she 
was homeless and didn’t 
have enough support 
around her in the weeks 
leading up to her deliv­
ery.

“She didn’t k n o w  she 
was pregnant,” Katie 
Fenton recalled. “She 
delivered the baby at just 
31 weeks gestation and 
she was transported to 
Hutzel Hospital in D e ­
troit. She was a pretty 
sick baby.”

The family’s early 
days with Julia seemed 
to blur together with 
multiple hospital stays 
and a frightening waiting 
g a m e  of whether she 
would pull through.

“I was absolutely con­
vinced the first six 
months that w e  had her 
that there was very little 
chance she was going to 
survive just because she 
was always so sick and in 
and out of the hospital,” 
Charles Fenton said.

After she was diag­
nosed with D o w n  syn­
drome, doctors discov­
ered she suffered from 
pulmonary hypertension 
and respiratory syncytial 
virus, which infects the 
lungs and breathing pas­
sages and can be fatal to 
infants. She also had to 
be placed in a medically 
induced c om a  to allow 
her body to heal.

“They had a really 
hard time getting her 
back to health and able to 
get home,” Katie Fenton 
said. “It was a long two 
months. She c a m e  out of 
the hospital with feeding 
tubes, lots of medication 
and oxygen.”

The situation became
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S A L W A N  G E O R G E S / D E T R O I T  FREE PRESS
Julia Fenton, 1, plays with her brother, Daniel, 1, as their mother, Katie Fenton, 27, watches at their Canton home. The Fentons 
originally planned to be Julia's foster parents for a short time, but they ended up being d r a w n  to the little girl.

S A L W A N  G E O R G E S / D E T R O I T  FREE PRESS
Katie Fenton said of Julia: "She has this beautiful smile an d at the s a m e  time is just really 
tenacious. She still is in a lot of therapy but she's going to walk and talk an d everything, just at 
her o w n  pace."

even more stressful 
w h e n  Katie Fenton found 
out she was pregnant 
with her second son, 
Daniel, w h o  is n o w  a year 
old.

“There was definitely 
a period after w e  found 
out I was pregnant short­
ly before w e  got Julia 
where w e  were like, ‘Can 
w e  handle this?’ ” Katie 
Fenton said.

At one point, the cou­
ple considered trans­
ferring Julia’s care to 
another family because 
she was in such a fragile 
state, but they quickly 
changed their minds.

“W e  found out that 
there was a plan to put 
her in a state h o m e  and at 
that point, she was still 
extremely sick and w e  
didn’t like that idea,” 
Charles Fenton said. “She 
had been on the verge of 
dying numerous times 
and I didn’t think she was 
going to be able to sur­
vive that so Katie’s par­

ents stepped up a few 
weeks before Katie had 
our second son. They got 
their foster care license 
back up and running and 
took her for about five 
months so that Katie 
could have the baby and 
w e  could get acclimat­
ed.”

While Katie recov­
ered, the family thought 
deeply about what they 
would do, and love even­
tually prevailed.

“W e  both loved her as 
our o w n  and I felt it was 
the right thing to do for 
us even though it meant 
our life was going to 
change pretty dramat­
ically,” Charles Fenton 
said. “W e  felt called by 
G o d  to adopt her.”

The adoption was 
formalized Aug. 23 of last 
year, and Julia’s health 
has continued to stabi­
lize. According to the 
family, she hasn’t been 
admitted to the hospital 
in more than a year and

she’s grown extremely 
close with her brothers.

“She’s very sweet, 
she’s very joyful,” Katie 
Fenton said. “Just really 
loves being loved. She’s 
always ready to cuddle 
and loves her brothers a 
lot. She has this beautiful 
smile and at the same 
time is just really tena­
cious.

“She really turned the 
corner at the end of last 
year. She still is in a lot of 
therapy but she’s going to 
walk and talk and every­
thing, just at her o w n  
pace.”

The family said 
they’re often asked what 
m a d e  them adopt Julia, 
knowing their lives 
would vastly change. For 
Katie Fenton, she 
couldn’t imagine her life 
any other way.

“People are constantly 
saying h o w  do you handle 
it?” Fenton said. “H o w  do 
you do it? Of course it’s 
hard and it’s a difficult

thing but it’s a beautiful 
thing. It’s not without its 
sacrifices but it’s such a 
rewarding feeling that 
I’m  getting out of this.”
A  joyful girl

Charles Fenton said he 
believes there’s a signifi­
cant need for foster and 
adoptive parents across 
the state, and he hopes 
his family’s story of love 
and perseverance will 
lead at least one family to 
consider opening their 
hearts to a child in need.

“It’s kind of powerful 
to reflect on what w e ’ve 
experienced w he n  I look 
back on the time when 
she was really sick in the 
hospital and everything 
she went through and 
everything w e  had to 
sacrifice for her,” he 
said.

“Julia, she had all of 
the odds stacked against 
her from day one and to 
be able to see her grow 
into a joyful little girl and 
to be able to see the lives 
she’s impacted already 
and see her grow into a 
beautiful little girl is 
something I’m  grateful 
for and I’m  grateful that 
m y  sons have the oppor­
tunity to love her as their 
sister. I’m  a better man, a 
better husband and a 
better father for it... If 
w e  can touch one per­
son’s life by her story, 
it’ll be worth it.”

Anyone interested in 
adopting can contact the 
Michigan Adoption R e ­
source Exchange at 800- 
589-6273 or learn more 
about the children avail­
able for adoption at 
www.mare.org. For more 
information about adop­
tion in Michigan, visit 
www.michigan 
.gov/adoption. To learn 
m or e  about becoming a 
foster parent, call Foster 
Care Navigators at 855- 
M I C H K I D S .
ksta fford@freepress. com 
313-223-4759.

AMERICANS
Continued from Page A1

dock with his 3-year-old 
granddaughter. The pho­
to was taken in the early 
morning and there is 
mist rising from the

water. They are feeding 
bread to the fish. H e ’s 
holding a cup of morning 
coffee.

“It’s about time well- 
spent with family and the 
link between different 
generations,” Bresler 
said. “It’s about love. To 
me, that photo is uni­

versal.”
The people in this 

series are, Bresler notes, 
a diverse group. Not just 
their ethnic diversity, but 
politics, religion and 
even worldview. But, he 
insists, they are all A m e r ­
icans.

“I hope that people

w h o  look at these photos 
stop and think w h e n  they 
see someone w h o  is dif­
ferent from them,” Bres­
ler said. “I hope that they 
consider what w e  all 
have in c om mo n. ”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: ©bkadrich
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Jogger finds 19 p u p p
Darrell Clem
hometownlrfe.com

Nineteen puppies 
found abandoned in 
Hines Park in Plymouth 
are “doing well” after a 
jogger took them to the 
H u m a n e  Society of H u ­
ron Valley, an H S H V  
spokeswoman said 
Thursday.

“S o m e  of them were in 
rough condition w he n  w e  
first got them,” said W e n ­
dy Welch, H S H V  c o m m u ­
nications director.

“All of them are eat­
ing, so that’s a positive 
sign.”

The H u m a n e  Society 
has received numerous 
requests to adopt the 
puppies, which are de­
scribed as a pit bull terri­
er mix. However, Welch 
said they will not be 
ready for adoption for 
another month or so.

Julie N e w m a n  was

jogging on Northville 
Road in Hines Park about 
9:30 a.m. Wednesday 
whe n  she heard "little 
yelps” and noticed m o v e ­
ment inside a cardboard 
box.

She found 19 aban­
doned puppies climbing 
over each other and try­
ing to escape a urine- 
soaked box. N e w m a n ,  
w h o  has two rescue dogs 
of her own, called her 
sister and they took the 
puppies to the H u m a n e  
Society.

“I’m  just heartbro­
ken,” she said in a state­
ment released through 
HSH V.  “I just don’t un­
derstand h o w  anyone 
could do this.”

Neither do H S H V  
officials. A n d  they are 
seeking the public’s help 
to learn where the pup­
pies cam e  from and w h o  
might have d u m p e d  them 
in the park.

The puppies, found 
near Wilcox Lake, are 
believed to be 4 weeks 
old and from multiple 
litters. Nine are males 
and 10 are females.

The puppies have 
received medical treat­
ment at H S H V .  S o m e  of 
them were suffering 
from dehydration.

“It’s hard to say w h y  
someone would d u m p  
puppies in a park. But 
there is no good reason 
for such a careless act,” 
said Thnya Hilgendorf, 
H S H V  C E O  and presi­
dent,

“This is exactly w h y  
animal shelters exist —  
to provide safety and 
care to animals in need.

“W e  don’t ever want to 
see animals, especially 
babies, abandoned in the 
cold, left to fend for 
themselves. Thanks to a 
compassionate c o m m u n i ­
ty m e m b e r  willing to

ies left at Hines Park
take action, these in­
nocent puppies will get 
the help they deserve,” 
Hilgendorf added. “W h e n  
they’re ready, they’ll be 
adopted into loving 
homes —  but first spayed 
or neutered to help en­
sure this doesn’t happen 
again.”

Anyone w h o  has in­
formation about the pup­
pies or w h o  abandoned 
them —  or witnessed 
them being dropped off 
—  is asked to call 
H S H V ’s cruelty and res­
cue line at 734-661-3512 
or submit a report at 
hshv.org/cruelty.

Welch said donations 
to the puppies’ care can 
be m a d e  by calling 734- 
661-3571 or visiting 
hshv.org.
ddem@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: @CantorObserver 
734-972-0919

H S H V
Nineteen puppies ab andoned in a box in Hines Park have 
been taken to the H u m a n e  Society of Huron Valley.

Canton partnership wants n e w  Village Arts Factory roof

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Partnership for the Arts director Jill Engel said upcoming 
events will trumpet the progress at the site of the Village Arts 
Factory.

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

B y  the time folks at 
the Canton Partnership 
for the Arts and H u m a n ­
ities get to their gala 
celebrating the evolution 
of the Village Arts Fac­
tory at the end of Janu­
ary, they’re hoping to 
have raised enough m o n ­
ey to brag about even 
more progress.

Thanks to generous 
contributions from do­
nors, and an offer to 
match donations up to 
$20,000 from Iron M o u n ­
tain and Gil-Mar M a n u ­
facturing, the partner­
ship is more than half­
w a y  toward its goal in its 
fundraising campaign to 
restore the roof of the 
Ford Factory, one of the 
centerpieces of The Vil­
lage Arts Factory project 
in Canton’s Cherry Hill 
Village.

“In the historic struc­
ture reports w e  commis­
sioned, they r e c o m m e n d ­
ed taking the roof off and 
returning it to its initial 
state,” said Jill Engel, 
director of the Partner­
ship for the Arts and 
Humanities. It’s the lat­
est project in the devel­
opment of the project, an 
arts and recreation c o m ­
plex the partnership put 
in motion in 2012 with the 
purchase of the 14-acre 
site, formerly k nown as 
auto magnate Henry 
Ford’s Village Industry.

The site includes a 
dormitory, the Ford fac­
tory - both of which are

on the National Historic 
Register - and an indus­
trial warehouse. The site 
is where Ford had one of 
19 village industries, 18 
of which were for farm­
ers w h o  could work at the 
factories during their 
off-season. The one in 
Canton served as a fac­
tory at which disabled 
World W a r  II veterans 
could live in the dormito­
ry, receive rehabilitation 
and work.

The fundraising for 
the roof had netted near­
ly $13,000 by mid-Decem­
ber. The funds will be

used removing the exist­
ing roof and restoring the 
original flat roof of the 
Ford Factory.

Donations can be 
m a d e  through Sunday, 
Jan. 1, at partnershipfor 
arts.org/raise-the-roof.
Gala event

The roof campaign 
will be one of the suc­
cesses Engel will tout 
w he n  the partnership 
hosts “It Takes a Village,” 
an event designed to 
celebrate the progress of 
the factor. The gala takes 
place 6:30 to midnight

Saturday, Jan. 28, at The 
Henry Ford M u s e u m  in 
Dearborn.

The event will feature 
2015 Canton Idol Middle 
School winner Grace 
Rembinski, a 12-year-old 
seventh-grader at Dis­
covery Middle School, 
along with the music of 
the five-member band, 
Sinjon Smith. In addition 
to dinner, gala-goers will 
be able to enjoy Sanders 
hot-fudge sundaes and 
Faygo ice cream floats.

One of the highlights 
of the event will be a 
video, produced by Can­
ton Cable, detailing the 
evolution of the project, 
and what is yet to come. 
The video features E n ­
gel, n e w  Canton Supervi­
sor Pat Williams talking 
about the culture, former 
Canton TVeasurer Melis­
sa McLaughlin talking 
about history, and state 
Sen. David Knezek talk­
ing about the importance 
of the project to area 
veterans.

“The presentation is to 
show poeple what the 
progress means, and 
what is the actual pro­
gress,” Engel said. "Peo­
ple think you buy this 
property and wave a 
magic wand. W e ’ve been 
making steady progress 
for four years.”

Hosting the gala at 
The Henry Ford, rather 
than someplace closer to 
the factory’s Canton 
home, highlights the 
regional nature of the 
project, Engel said.

“I hope people are 
coming to this event 
because they want to 
hear more about this 
project,” Engel said. “But 
if you just want a place to 
go to have fun, this is for 
you, too. If people are 
looking for an elegant 
event to attend, to get rid 
of their winter blues, 
they should c om e  join 
us.”

Tickets are $150 per 
person ($1,000 for a table 
of eight), and must be

purchased by Jan. 13. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at http://bit.ly/2h0ePjE.
Winter concert

Finally, the partner­
ship is getting ready for 
its winter fundraiser,
“Old Time Rock-n-Roll,” 
featuring Steve King &  
the Dittilies at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill.

The concert is set for 
Saturday, M arch 4, with a 
welcome reception at 7 
p.m., and the concert at 8 
p.m.

The opening reception 
will feature sample-size 
appetizers featuring the 
offerings of Antonio’s 
Cucina Italiana, Black 
Rock Bar &  Grill, and 
Hay de n ’s Grill &  Bar.

Tickets are $35 ($30 if 
purchased before Jan. 
29), which includes the 
reception, and can be 
ordered at www.canton- 
villagetheater.org. The 
Village Theater is located 
at 50400 Cherry Hill in 
Canton.

CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS
The Canton Public 

Library has a variety of 
activities for all ages,
Jan. 7-21. The library is 
at 1200 S Canton Center 
Road. Its contact number 
is 734-397-0999.
D a n c e  your fanny 
off

This program features 
a half hour of tunes that 
will keep your little one 
on their feet. Dance Your 
Fanny Off is intended for 
n e w  walkers up to 5 
years old as a w a y  to 
have fun and build gross 
motor skills. The up­
coming program is on 
Jan. 7 from 10-10:30 a.m.
H o m e w o r k  help

National Honor Soci­
ety students visit the 
library to provide third 
through 12th graders 
free h o m e w o r k  help. If 
you’re a student interest­
ed in getting tutored: You 
must be in third through 
12th grade; If you're 
under 12, your parent 
must remain in the li­
brary; and you must 
bring the assignment and 
any other needed materi­
als.

It runs 6-8 p.m. M o n ­
days, 'Ibesdays and 
Thursdays in the Chil­
dren's Library. Those 
seeking tutoring will be 
helped on a first com e  
first served basis. They 
will be allowed a 30-min- 
ute m a x i m u m  if there is 
a line. Note: There will be 
no tutoring during 
breaks or school clo- 
sures/snow days.

Family reading 
night

Family Reading Night 
is back as a w a y  to cele­
brate sharing books and 
stories. T h e m e d  activ­
ities, raffles and more 
are also included in the 
evening for children ages 
4-9 and their families on 
Jan. 11 from 7-8 p.m. 
Registration is required.
Lunch a n d  a b o o k

Lunch and a Book is a 
monthly gathering for 
those w h o  enjoy reading 
and discussing fiction, 
nonfiction, classic litera­
ture and contemporary 
novels. It’s set for the 
second Thursday of each 
month and this month’s 
title is The Little Paris 
Bookshop by Nina 
George. The upcoming 
meeting is noon to 1 p.m., 
Jan.12.
Beginning Excel 
201 3

Learn to create 
spreadsheets and charts 
with this introduction to 
Excel 2013. This program 
is on Jan. 12, from 6:30-8 
p.m. Prerequisite: Mou se  
and keyboarding skills.
Sylvan S A T  practice

Sylvan Learning Cen­
ter is back at the library 
to administer a full 
length S A T  practice test, 
open to teens ages 14-17. 
Students should bring 
their o w n  calculator and 
pencils and are required 
to attend the entire ses­
sion 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Jan. 14. Registration is 
required and participants 
must have a valid C P L

library card.
Note: Sylvan adminis­

ters one form of the S A T  
diagnostic test.If you 
attend more than one of 
these sessions, you will 
be repeating the same 
test each time. As a re­
sult, any improvements 
in S A T  scores from one 
Sylvan session to another 
m a y  not accurately re­
flect h o w  one might do on 
the actual S A T  test.
E-books m a d e  easy

Learn h o w  to access 
free e-books on your 
e-reader, tablet or smart­
phone and enjoy your 
library no matter where 
you are. Visit the li­
brary’s Internet Lab 
2-3:30 p.m. Jan. 14 to fill 
up on e-books and more 
with Hoopla and Over­
Drive.
Yu-Gi-Oh! Card 
Battle

Whether you’ve 
played Yu-Gi-Oh! before 
or not, you’re welcome to 
join this club that meets 
bi-monthly to learn how 
to play and battle with 
the library’s cards. This 
program is for children 
ages 11 and older, and the 
next one is set for 7-8:30 
p.m., Jan. 18.
Library Board 
Meeting

The library board 
meets on the tim’d Thurs­
day of each month and 
the next meeting is 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 19. The public is 
invited to attend and the 
meetings are held in the 
library’s Community 
Room.

2016 FORD FOCUS SE
BUY AS LOW AS 

$15,264
24 month lease for

$ " 1 2 9 per month. 
Rebates up to $3,750.

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE
BUY AS LOW AS 

$21,549
24 month lease for

$ 1 0 9  per month. 
Rebates up to $2,500.



Hoben third-graders give Toys for Tots
f  ■  ^hird-graders at 

Hoben Elemen­
tary School in JL Canton wanted to 

m a k e  sure other children 
had plenty of toys for 
Christmas.

So the students, w h o

had raised m o n e y  for a 
Toys for Tots campaign, 
took the proceeds on a 
class field trip to the 
Canton Meijer on Dec. 6.

A  U.S. Marine c a m e  to 
the school the next day to 
collect the toys.

SILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Cesar Flores has a question for Lance Corporal Yousof.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Lance Corporal Yousof loads donated toys in the van.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R
Marine Reserves Lance Corporal R o m a n  Yousof answers questions from H o b e n  Elementary third graders. H e  lives in Livonia and 
works in Farmington Hills.

'.Sf'bY Hills artist displays portraits, 
abstracts at Canton theater

Atchinson Ford is pleased to announce 
the addition of Dave Starzyk to our 
sales team. We invite all Dave’s 
friends and previous customers to

The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill will host an 
intriguing collection of 
abstracts and portraits 
by Farmington Hills 
resident Nina Ashraf 
Asmi, Jan. 4-30, in the 
Gallery@VT, 50400 Cher­
ry Hill Road in Canton.

A sm i  has been draw­
ing the people of Metro 
Detroit for several years 
now. “With m y  portraits,
I like to depict our 
shared humanity, to go 
beyond superficial dif­
ferences to embrace 
what makes us the 
same,” she 
said.

A s m i ’s 
featured 
faces, 
which are 
generally 
conceived 
using the 
m i n i m u m  
strokes,
are always done so with 
m a x i m u m  insight. The 
portraits are of people 
you m a y  not know, but 
you’ll be drawn to and be 
fascinated by. With a few 
strokes of Conte crayons, 
delineating at times just 
a portion of the face, she 
seems to capture the 
person, the soul behind 
the face.

A sm i  found her pas­
sion for the arts early in 
life, b o m  as she was, into 
an art-loving family. Her 
parents were both jour­
nalists. H e r  childhood 
was alive with the inter­
action and work of her 
father’s m a n y  artist 
friends-classical to m o d ­
ern, painting in both in 
the Eastern and Western

Artist Nina 
Ashraf Asmi

"Another M o n d a y "  by Nina Ashraf Asmi.
S U B M I T T E D

S U B M I T T E D
A  portrait by Nina 
Ashraf Asmi.

traditions. This early 
exposure shaped her 
aesthetics.

A s m i ’s journey as an 
artist and photographer 
that started in Pakistan 
and continued after her 
arrival in the United 
States in the 1990’s. Asmi

il January Toy Clearance Salel
up to 5 0 %  Off fiUBI 4
Storewide rnru 1/31/17

Huge Selection Of 
Gomes & Puzzles 
For Family Fun!

___  visit d o l i n o s p l t a L c o m  for i n f o r m a t i o n
The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop Z Y  3
3917 W  12 M ik  BcfkltV 218.343.3t 15 M«-W«d.Sm IQ-S.M.Tliun 104:30, Cloied Sun i,VM0,M » 1,|

is an award-winning 
artist whose work re­
flects the quieter influ­
ences of her heritage and 
the abandon of Western 
expressionism. Her work 
is featured in the publica­
tion, “Strokes of Genius.”

For additional infor­
mation about Nina Ash­
raf Asmi, please visit 
www.ninaasmiart.com.

This exhibit at the 
Gallery@VT is free and 
open to the public: Mon- 
day-Friday 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. During perfor­
mances at the theater, 
and by appointment, call 
734-394-5300. The Gal- 
lery@VT is closed on 
holidays
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I a m  an American We Are One Nation

TEACHING CIVIL DISCOURSE TO OUR KIDS

J A R R A D  H E N D E R S O N  | U S A  T O D A Y
M e g  Heubeck is director of instruction for the Center for Politics' Youth Leadership Initiative at University of Virginia. She works with teachers 
nationally to help students respectfully deal with the divides of our society through civil discourse, debate and compromise.

ONE NATION See more of this project
Each week, this series will introduce you to an exceptional American w h o  unites, rather 
than divides, our communities. To see a video and read m o r e  about the American profiled here 
and learn about m o r e  average Americans doing exceptional things, visit 
onenation.usatoday.com.

A  small effort that could 
help heal an election- 
fractured nation radiates 
from a center in Virginia
G A B E  C A V A L L A R O
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K

As Americans, we are a diverse pop­
ulation. Historically, we have em­
braced that diversity as what brings 
us together and truly makes us one 
nation encouraging all to seek life, 
liberty and happiness. By sharing our 
individual differences and finding 
commonalities, we can work to unify 
the nation. One thing unites us: We 
are all Americans. Each week, this 
series will introduce you to an excep­
tional American who is making a 
difference to unite, rather than divide, 
our communities.

C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E ,  Va. -
n the campus of T h o m a s  Jef- 

■  •  ferson’s university and in the
1  M shadow of his home, Monticel- 

lo, former social studies teach­
er M e g  Heubeck channels the founding 
father w h o  sought to unify a nation 
after a nasty, corrosive election in 1800.

Heubeck wants to resurrect civil 
discourse. She and her small project 
aim for a more cooperative America by 
focusing on those w h o  have yet to vote.

Heubeck, 48, represents the m a n y  
quiet leaders that the U S A  T O D A Y  
Network will profile throughout 2017 in 
the wak e  of the divisive presidential 
election. She’s an American taking real 
strides to m a k e  civic conversation c o m ­
fortable again.

“W e ’re Americans —  that’s the thing 
that holds us together,” she says. “Poli­
tics shouldn’t be something you lose 
friends and family over.”

She has connected with 70,000 teach­
ers across the country as director of 
instruction for the Youth Leadership 
Initiative at the University of Virginia 
Center for Politics, giving them full 
lesson plans. In one, students play a 
board g a m e  that forces them to un­
derstand the compromises it took to 
write the Constitution. Another uses a 
m o c k  election and e-Congress sim­
ulations to model what actually hap­
pens in Congress.

Q & A  W I T H  M E G  H E U B E C K

What it means 
to be an American
M e g  Heubeck of Waynesboro, Virginia, leads 
instruction projects for the Youth Leadership 
Initiative at the University of Virginia's Center 
for Politics. The daughter of a teacher and a 
social worker, she g r ew up  in the suburbs of 
Baltimore and later spent 12 years as a teacher 
herself.
What does it m e a n  to you 
to be an American?
It me an s that you have the ability to change

It’s meant to prepare students to be 
lifelong citizens and constructive par­
ticipants in American democracy. “Dis­
cussion, debate and compromise —  
everything w e  do has an element of 
that,” Heubeck says.

She learned that lesson as a social 
studies teacher for 12 years in low- 
income areas of Baltimore and again in 
travels to post-civil war Sri Lanka in 
2009 and to Afghanistan in 2011.

She says that sense of “t he m ” and 
“us” —  tribalism really —  that she so 
often hears was a key determiner in 
2016’s schismatic course.

“You have to m a k e  a choice whether

things. It me an s that you have the p o w e r  to 
m a k e  the country w h a t  you w a n t  it to be. It 
m e a n s  the freedom to vote without worrying 
about going to jail. It m e a n s  being able to 
discuss the challenges w e  face without fearing 
legal repercussions.
What m o m e n t  touched and motivated 
you to launch this effort?
Th e exact m o m e n t  wa s w h e n  I heard on e of 
m y  colleagues saying their family wasn't 
talking to each other at Thanksgiving because 
of the election. I had been working on  this 
topic since the summer, but that's the instant I 
realized I had to do  something. It's going to 
be really serious business. I w a n t  to start

to engage or isolate, and I’ve m a d e  a 
choice to engage, to inspire other peo­
ple because I see what it’s done for 
me,” says Heubeck, w h o  grew up in 
Jarrettsville, Maryland, with a father 
w h o  taught at-risk students.

She’s also teaching her 10-year-old 
son, R em me r,  to understand different 
points of view.

The earlier educators can teach 
children about the American political 
and civic system and help them un­
derstand the election process, the more 
likely they are to participate later, says 
Larry Sabato, director of the Center for 
Politics.

rebuilding those relationships. Let's start now.
What gives you hope 
or what concerns you?
We've been through this before in American 
history. We've had elections that have been 
tumultuous. We've had candidates w h o  have 
been unusual, like A n d r e w  Jackson. The w a y  
our government is set up protects us from the 
volatility of strong personalities. W e  will be 
OK. But on e thing that gives m e  concern is the 
sectionalism between the regions of America 
that don't talk and don't share experiences. It 
could cause a rift if w e  don't do  something 
about it.

The Youth Leadership materials are 
available for children as young as kin­
dergarten age. Elementary school 
teachers can register online and access 
all the materials for free.

Heubeck’s election resources have 
been used by Julie Strong, a social stud­
ies teacher at Albemarle High School in 
Virginia.

Seniors in Strong’s A P  Government 
class developed a better understanding 
of the political processes before casting 
their first ballots as n e w  adults.

“W e  try to put everything in one spot 
so teachers can find it,” says Heubeck, 
w h o  joined the program in 2004. The 
program is operated by a mish-mosh of 
state funds, donations, partnerships, 
word-of-mouth and unpaid interns.

The next step for concerned citizens, 
Heubeck says, is to get involved: “W e  
can’t cry and hide in the basement. 
W e ’ve got to do something and have 
that faith in one another.”

What do you hope to accomplish 
through your efforts?
I hope to bring back a spirit of discourse, 
debate and compromise that I think is 
missing. W e  can do  that through civic 
education and working with students. I think 
that makes our democracy a lot stronger.... 
These are required skills for the 21st century. I 
w a n t  t h e m  to internalize that they can m a k e  
a difference. W e  need an increase in voter 
turnout a m o n g  young people. That would be 
fabulous. A n d  m o r e  yo un g people running 
for office!

—  William Ramsey

C a r e e r s ^ ™ S S ^ ^

new beginnings...

Check out these exciting 
career opportunities!

For even more 
opportunities see our 

"award winning” 
classified section!

contact as at careers^ometownlije.com or call
m

merit
„ CASHIER. Full-Time. 
Bloomfield Hills outo dealer 

Experience preferred. 
Good Benefits.

Fox resume: 248-64J-7444 or Email:
carolynembbloomfleld.com

D I R E C T C A R E :  * N e w  wage*9.50/hr. trained; must be 18 8. have a 
valid Ml driver's license; CLS/MORC
trained preferred. FulMl'me and part 
time; many shifts; support adults 
living In Ihelr own homes; make a 

difference! 734-728-4201

o| iorend!
by Joes 1

N O W  HIRING
• Counter help - with barista exp.
• P M  Baker (shift 7pm-2om). 

App'y'n^rsanatJ^'s Produce
Or online at: loesproduce.com

: CAS0HC.!r S,STOCK Fu" ,lme 
• DELI C O U N T E R  HELP. 
Please apply In person ot 
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd„ Llvonlo 
Or online at: loesproduce.com

Turn your dust into 
dollars by placing a 

CLASSIFIED ad!

Healthcare-Dental
D I R E C T  C A R E  W O R K E R S
Needed - Dlgnltas Is seeking FT or 
PT direct core workers who ore 

Interested In providing home health 
core. Requirements: traumatic 
brain Inlury experience preferred, or be willing to learn and take 
direction; must be 18 years of o

1S
lease email resume to 
wensedlgnllaslnc.com fax 248-919-4026.

positions.
Plec

P E R S O N A L  ASSISTANT/ 
DIRECT C A R E  W O R K E R
Rewording positions serving persons with special needs In their 

ln S>r°uP homes. Must be 
» S' P,?,lcl rolnln9- Hiring In: Ann Arbor/Ypsllontl, Brighton. Milford, 

Novi south Lyon, Wlxom, Northvllle/Conlon areas.

juESTinc
^sUifnc 11 v ©q ugs t serV(. or g

South Lyon 248-573-5023Novl/WIxom 
New Hudson 248-946-4425

248-437-7535

RN, LPN or M A
Dermatology practice In Ann Ar­bor /Plymouth area is seeking 

motivated: RN, LPNlotlvated: RN. LPN or M. 
jrmatology exp'd. preferre- Salary commensurale with 

erlence. Excellent benefit

seeking M A  
ed.

expe
No Weekends/No Evenings.

a2dermdaol.com

erlence. Excellent bene 
ockoge including 401K. 
i Weekends'No Evenings

Find your new 
job HERE!

WANT TO 
CLEAN 

OUT YOUR 
HOUSE?

Place an ad with 
Observer SEccentric Media, 

and let the Classifieds
D O  Y O U R  W O R K 1
800-579-7355

h o m e t o w n l l f e . c o m

M E D I AA &AKKCTT C0*0*7.»E

I |I PUT YOUR MOUSE TO WORK j

PLACE A N  AD IN THE 
OBSERVER &  ECCENTRIC 

CLASSIFIEDS
www.hometownlife.com



State championship, innovation 
awards go to Green Mustaches

S U B M I T T E D
The Green Mustaches include: Back r o w  from left: Alex Chang, Shalin Lakhia, Vishal Kumaravel, 
Vidvath Vasudevan, Ro ha n Parikh. Middle r o w  from left: Misri Modi, Siya Modi, M e g a n  W u  and 
Riya Bhakkad. Front row, high school mentors include, Sonia Bhakkad, RitikaParikh, Ryan W u  
and Varun Kumaravel.

The Green Mustaches 
team of nine middle 
schoolers from the Ply- 
mouth-Canton area, 
walked a wa y  from the 
state level First Lego 
League competition Dec. 
17 with the two biggest 
prizes for the event: The 
Michigan state champi­
onship and the state level 
Global Innovation A w a r d  
invitation. The team will 
go to St Louis in late 
April to represent Michi­
gan in the First Lego 
League World festival.

F I R S T  L E G O  league is 
a global program that 
engages elementary and 
middle school students in 
real world challenges by 
pairing a robotics c o m p e ­
tition with a research 
project based on an annu­
al theme. Globally almost 
27,000 teams compete in 
80 countries for a total of 
over 255,000 kids partici­
pating in hands-on, in­
quiry based S T E M  learn­
ing. B y  participating in 
F IRST L E G O  league, 
kids develop persistence, 
the ability to deal with 
open ended problems and 
confidence in dealing 
with complexity.

The Green Mustaches 
team includes four girls: 
Riya Bhakkad, Misri 
Modi, M e g a n  W u  and 
Siya Modi; and five boys: 
Vishal Kumaravel, Rohan 
Parikh, Alex Chang, Vid­
vath Vasudevan and Sha­
lin Lakhia.

The students have 
been participating in 
robotics competition for 
three years. A  very de­
termined bunch, they 
w o n  regional awards in 
their first two years.
They started early this 
season with a determina­
tion to go to the World 
Championship. Under the 
guidance of their parent 
coaches and high school

mentors - Varun K u m ­
aravel, Ritika Parikh, 
Ryan W u  and Sonia Bha k ­
kad, - this team a ccom­
plished exactly that.
They will represent 
Michigan at the World 
Championship after win­
ning the Michigan state 
championship. About 450 
First Lego robotic teams 
participated across Mich­
igan this year.

The F IRST L E G O  
robotics championship 
has two facets to the 
competition. Each team 
had to design a robot to 
complete the highest 
number of missions in 
150 seconds and create 
an innovative solution to 
a real world problem 
around an annual theme. 
The theme for this year 
is “Animal Allies.”

Teams had to research 
and identify a real world

problem between a hu­
m a n  and animal inter­
action and then find a 
real world solution to 
that problem. The Green 
Mustaches zeroed in on 
injuries seen in horses 
and humans due to bad 
rider posture. They de­
signed the “Mustaddle” 
(patent pending), an in­
novative pad to be used 
on the top of a horse 
saddle to help n e w  riders 
learn the right posture. 
The team designed the 
“Mustaddle” by combin­
ing use of sensors and 
L E D s  placed strategical­
ly in order to provide 
instant feedback to the 
rider about improper 
posture.

The Green Mustaches’ 
product is cheaper c o m ­
pared to various alterna­
tive solutions in the m a r ­
ket today. Proper posture

by riders avoids back 
pain not only for the 
riders, but also the hors­
es. In recognition of their 
research and innovation, 
the Green Mustaches 
have received an in­
vitation to submit their 
innovation for consider­
ation to be the top 20 
innovative products 
across the world.

They will compete to 
win a $20,000 award to 
pursue further devel­
opment of their innova­
tion. The Green M u s ­
taches hope to raise 
enough funds to build 
and donate more Mus- 
taddles to various horse 
training schools in the 
area as part of their re­
search. You can help in 
their mission to “save the 
horses” by donating at 
www.gofund 
me.org/save-the-horses.

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN WAYNE COUNTY
Learn to fuse

Barry

Join The Three Cities 
Art Club at 7 p.m. Tues­
day, Jan. 3, at D & M  Art 
Studio in Canton to learn 
h o w  to handle, prepare 
and cut glass to create 
your o w n  4-inch fused 
dish or night light.

Lori Barry will ex­
plain the glass-fusing 
process from the type of 
glass and cutting sup­
plies need­
ed all the 
w a y  
through 
the kiln 
temper­
ature 
schedule.
Students 
will be 
able to use
their o w n  creativity to 
create their project. 
Inspirational examples 
will be brought to class.

Projects will be taken 
to be fired and available 
for delivery a week later.

For those creating 
their o w n  piece, there 
will be a materials fee of 
$25. Register by calling 
Marilyn at 313-231-3939 
or emailing 
marilynmeredith® 
wowway.com. Fee to be 
paid the night of the 
event.

The public is welcome 
to this free event. D & M  
Art Studio is in the Gold­
en Gate Shopping Center, 
8691 N  Lilley Road, Can­
ton. Light refreshments 
will be served. For in­
formation, visit 
www.threecities 
artclub.org.
Livonia G a r d e n  Club 
Meeting

The club will meet at 7 
p.m. Jan. 3, at the Livonia 
Senior Center. The pro­
gra m  includes: H o w  does 
a scholarship help a stu­
dent? Kit Gunn, World 
Gardening Chairman of 
the Michigan Garden 
Clubs will talk about the 
project that funds a high 
school scholarship to 
students in Belize.
What's your story?

The Plymouth C o m ­
munity Arts Council will 
offer a three-day winter 
break workshop on m a k ­
ing your o w n  film with 
help from instructor 
Jenn Teed. Using a per­

sonality trait, anecdote or 
life event as inspiration, 
students will storyboard, 
narrate and film a short 
creative piece under the 
direction of film maker 
and writer Jenn Teed. 
Students will learn and 
employ filming tech­
niques and tricks of the 
trade to m a k e  their fin­
ished product something 
to be proud of. The work­
shop is for kids ages 
10-17. The cost is $144 for 
m e m b e r s  and $154 for 
non-members.

Students should bring 
their o w n  recording de­
vice with transfer U S B  
cord or m e m o r y  chip. 
Contact
lisa@plymoutharts.com 
with questions. Students 
should pack a light lunch. 
The center is a nut-free 
facility Online regis­
tration is available by 
clicking the green button 
on the homepage at 
www.plymoutharts.com 
or by calling 734-416- 
4278.
Blues a n d  jazz 
at the Elks

Blues @  The Elks hap­
pens on the second Ides- 
day of the month from 
7-10 p.m. at the Plymouth 
A n n  Arbor Elks Lodge 
#325 in partnership with 
the Detroit Blues Soci­
ety. $5 donation at the 
door and bring your 
dancing shoes.

O n  Ibesday, Jan. 10, 
you will be amazed by 
the Alicia Marie Band 
with the extremely tal­
ented 
young lady 
Alicia 
Marie on 
guitar and 
vocals. She 
is joined 
by Dan 
Devins on Alicia Marie 
harmonica 
and vocals,
Kurt Krahnke on bass, 
and R o n  Pangborn on 
drums. Alicia Marie is 
inspired by B. B. King 
and m a n y  of the legends 
in blues.

Jazz @  The Elks hap­
pens on the last Tuesday 
of the month from 7-9:30 
p.m. There is a $10 dona­
tion at the door, which 
includes hors d’oeuvres. 
Enjoy jazz in a listening 
room setting close to the 
entertainers.

O n  Tbesday, Jan. 31, 
join The Boogie Woogie 
Kid Trio with the award­
winning singer E m m a -  
Lee Aboukasm, You- 
Tbbe’s viral sensation 
The Motor City Boogie 
Woogie Kid and d r u m ­
m e r  Gary Stevens for a 
night of piano and song 
favorites from the swing 
dancing days of the 
1920s, 1930s and 1940s. 
D o n ’t miss classics like 
“W o m e n  be Wise,” “In 
the Mood,” “D o n ’t Get 
Around M u c h  Anymore,” 
“Basin Street Blues,” 
“Blue M o o n ” and m a n y  
more! For a preview, 
visit www.boogie 
woogiekid.com.

The Plymouth Ann 
Arbor Elks Lodge 325 is 
at 41700 A n n  Arbor Road. 
For information: 734-453- 
1780, www.plyaa325.com 
or jazzattheelks® 
gmail.com.
Strikes for f r e e d o m

M L K  weekend has 
become a time for educa­
tion, remembrance and 
celebration of the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Four years 
ago Printing Plus by 
United Sonz began “Bowl 
It Out” and annual event 
dedicated to continuing 
to spread Dr. King’s m e s ­
sage of love, equality, 
justice and peace for all 
persons. This year’s 
theme “Strikes for Free­
d o m ” combines the fun 
of bowling with a m e s ­
sage of hope, love and 
prosperity. The message 
embodies freedom from 
discrimination, freedom 
from injustice, and free­
d o m  from all inequal­
ities.

It all takes place at 
W a y n e  Bowl (36900 
Michigan Ave.) from 7:30 
p.m. to 1 a.m. Sunday,
Jan. 15. Festivities in­
clude two games of bowl­
ing, shoes and a T-shirt. 
The team fee of $100 
covers a five-person 
team. Bowl It Out also 
features a Live DJ, full 
kitchen, mystery jack­
pots and portion of pro­
ceeds raised will be do­
nated to local nonprofit 
African American E n ­
d ow me nt  Fund. For reg­
istration and informa­
tion, call 734-485-8889.

Great Lakes 
shipwrecks

At 2 p.m. Monday, 
Jan.16, the Livonia His­
torical Society will pre­
sent a program on Great 
Lakes shipwrecks by 
David Trotter. H e  is a 
world renowned under­
water explorer, lecturer 
and photographer fea­
tured on T V  and newspa­
pers throughout the Unit­
ed States and Canada.

The society will meet 
at the Alexander Blue 
House at Greenmead, 
Livonia’s Historical Park, 
off N e w b u r g h  Road 
south of Eight Mile. For 
information, call 734-464- 
0450.
A u t o  art w o r k s h o p

The Plymouth C o m ­
munity Arts Council will 
host an auto art work­
shop featuring “Old 
Truck No. 6,” from 1-3 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 26.

Students will partici­
pate in a gallery tour and 
art-appreciation lesson 
using the diverse art 
pieces in our January 
exhibit. Then, students 
will create their o w n  2 D  
version of T i m  Tonachel- 
la’s photograph, “Old 
Truck No. 6,” inspired by 
the work in the exhibit.

A  variety of media 
will be available for stu­
dents to use and they will 
be encouraged to be cre­
ative with paint, colored 
pencils, collage materi­
als, and illustration 
marker. Photos of each 
piece will be exhibited on 
the website as part of the 
Interpretations Exhibit 
Artists’ group. Instruc­
tion and all materials 
provided. The instructor 
is Lisa Howard. The pro­
g ra m  is for ages 7-18. The 
cost is $24 per student.
Tb register, call 734-416- 
4278 or visit www.ply- 
moutharts.com. The 
P C A C  is at 774 N. Shel­
don Road, Plymouth.
S e c o n d h a n d  Prose 
closed for n o w

Canton Public Li­
brary’s Secondhand 
Prose Bookstore will be 
closed for renovations 
until Feb 1.

Friends of the Canton 
Public Library support 
the library' through ad­
vocacy and fundraising.

S U B M I T T E D
Cellular &  More, with a store in Canton, adopted 15 families 
in need for Christmas.

Cellular &  M o r e  adopts 
15 families for holidays
Cellular &  M o r e ’s 

sixth annual Adopt-A- 
Family Program helped 
15 Michigan families in 
need have a Christmas 
they m a y  have other­
wise not had. Each of 
the 13 stores, including 
in Canton, was able to 
adopt a family within or 
surrounding their own 
community. The fam­
ilies were provided with 
w a r m  clothing, toys, 
household items and full 
Christmas dinners.

“Being able to help 
local families is really 
the true meaning of 
Christmas,” stated Dean 
Leja, Cellular &  M or e  
vice president/COO. 
“Christmas is a magical 
time of the year, people 
are so generous, and it’s 
such a great feeling 
knowing w e  are giving 
back to those w h o  really 
need it.”

Donations were 
raised through in-store 
inquiries and reaching 
out to local businesses. 
Before taking payment, 
clients had the opportu­
nity to donate any 
amount of m o n e y  they 
deemed appropriate. 
One hundred percent of 
the funding and dona­
tions went directly to 
the families.

As  of Jan.l, Cellular 
and Mor e  is merging 
with another Verizon 
wireless retailer (Wire­
less Network C o m m u n i ­
cation) and acquiring a 
six more stores; bring­
ing the total to 19.

“M or e  stores means 
more families to adopt 
for Christmas,” Leja 
said.

“W e  are looking for­
ward to next year al­
ready.”
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www.hometownllfe.com
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G A N Z M U R R A Y

J O H N  A N T H O N Y  JR. age 87,
of Garden City, Michigan, went 
to be with the Lord on Sunday, 
D e c e m b e r  11 th 2016. H e  w as 
predeceased by his dear wife 
llene Nancy (Popowicz) in 
1998. H e  is survived by sons 
John III, Paul and Eric; brother 
Robert, and granddaughters 
Sheralyn and Jeanette Ganz.
A  1947 graduate of Chadsey 
High School, he and his wife 
llene were classmates and 
sweethearts and married in 
1950. They were best friends 
and partners in life for 48 
years. John w a s  drafted into 
the U S  A r m y  during the Korean 
War, and served in the Signal 
Corps while stationed at the 
P a n a m a  Canal. H e  rejoined 
civilian life and his career 
at Michigan Bell Telephone 
c o m p a n y  where he worked his 
w a y  from installer to manager 
over a career of 46 years. H e  
w a s  a proud m e m b e r  of the 
V F W ,  the American Legion, 
the Elks Club, the Yankee Air 
M u s e u m ,  the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, the G e r m a n  Club, 
and Historic Trinity Lutheran 
Church. His cremains are to 
be combined with his beloved, 
and interred at the Veteran’s 
columbarium at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery, better 
k n o w n  as little Arlington, in 
Holly, Michigan in the spring. 
Friday M a y  19th, at 12:30 
p.m. There will be a Lutheran 
commitment rite as well as 
a military color guard. The 
family requests that instead 
of flowers, a donation in Mr. 
G a n z ’s m e m o r y  be m a d e  to 
the Historic Trinity Lutheran 
Church in d o w n t o w n  Detroit.

Please share a m e m o r y  at 
www.cremationmichlgan.com.

GONCHAROFF

ELAINE (BRZUCH) Dec em be r  
26, 2016, age 68 of Westland. 
Beloved wife of the late Dennis 
w h o  died M a y  19, 2016.
Dear sister of R o n  (Donna) 
Brzuch. Dear aunt of Nick 
(Jitra) Brzuch and Jim Brzuch. 
Visitation Saturday, January 7. 
2017, 12 p.m. until the 1 p.m. 
Funeral Service at Vermeulen- 
Sajewski Funeral H om e,  980 
North Newburgh Rd., (Btwn 
Ford &  Cherry Hill) Westland. 
Memorials m a y  be m a d e  to 
the Alzheimer's Assoc, or the 
American Heart Assoc. To 
share a memory, please visit 

vormeulenfuneralhomo.com

M a y  you find 
comfort in family 

and friends

NINA JEAN A  longtime 
resident of Michigan, most 
recently of Brighton, died 
Christmas night. Born in 1932 
in Detroit, Ml, Nina w a s  the 
mother of six, grandmother of 
eight, and great grandmother 
of four. After spending 23 
years as a stay at h o m e  
mother, Nina received her 
Associate's degree in Nursing. 
S he  worked at Harper Grace 
Hospital, W a y n e  County 
General, and spent the last 25 
years of her career working at 
the University of Michigan’s 
Mott Children's Hospital. Nina 
w a s  a spectacular cook, w h o  
always sang in the kitchen 
(and everywhere really). She 
loved socializing and travel 
and had so m a n y  friends that 
will truly grieve her passing.
To k n o w  her w a s  to love her. 
S h e  w a s  habitually late, but 
so m u c h  fun, no one cared 
if she s h o w e d  up late, just 
that she came. S he  loved 
to shop and w a s  always the 
most beautifully dressed 
person in the room earning 
her the title of Nina Jean the 
Fashion Queen. Even dressing 
in scrubs could not dim her 
style, she would accessorize 
them into fashion. But most 
importantly she w a s  the 
most wonderful mother w h o  
m a d e  every day special and 
everyone feel loved no matter 
what it took. Nina is survived 
by her children, Preston 
(Janet Berriman Murray),
Mark, Michelle Urban, Kevin 
(Brenda Webster Murray), Paul 
(Ryan Jackson), and Kathryn 
Kzeskl (Kent Kzeski). In lieu of 
flowers please donate to the 
Alzheimer’s Association at 
alz.org. Please leave a 
m essage of comfort for Nina’s 
family at 1-877-231-7900, or 
sign her guestbook at

www.borekJennings.com.

Borelijennings Funeral Home
A Kf A LING FARCWrLL CCNTCR

W A R R E N

WILLIAM “BILL" passed away 
at the age of 93. H e  is the 
beloved husband of Dorothy 
and the late Kay (Kathryn).
Dear father of Brent (Kathleen), 
Scott (Tina), Lorie (Karl)
Monroe and Todd (Maria). 
Loving grandfather of Chris, 
Michael and Jesse. Brother of 
the late Robert and Sara Lou. 
Bill w a s  an administrator for 
40 years for the Livonia Public 
Schools and founder and Past 
President of the Livonia High 
Nooners Lions Club. Services 
to be held at St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church in Livonia 
at a later date. Please share a 
m e m o r y  with the family 
www.mannsfunoralhomo.com
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Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi
(800) 240-8730 i VarsityLincoln.com
O v e r  8 0 0  V e h i c l e s  R e a d y  T o  G o !

Find out why.

Complimentary 6-Year/100,000-Mile
Warranty on Every Certified 

Pre-Owned Lincoln!
Certified!

Manager’s Special
2014 Lincoln M K Z  
F W D
• Climate Control
• Keyless Entry
• O n l y  13,760 miles

N O W  O N L Y
*19,995

2013 Lincoln M K T  E c o B o o s ^ W D

• Power Steering
• Bluetooth Connection
• Only 35,793 miles

N O W  O N L Y
$26,995

2011 Lincoln M K X  A W D

• Leather Seats
• Keyless Start
• Only 53,321 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$19,995

2014 Lincoln M K X  F W D

• Bluetooth Connection
• Rear Bench Seat
• Only 26,125 miles

N O W  O N L Y
$26,995

2012 Lincoln M K Z  F W D

• Traction Control
• Stability Control
• Only 35,339 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$13,995

Financing as low as

0.9% APR!*

2016 Lincoln Navigator L Reserve 
R W D _________

n— i < -jQ 1
• Bluetooth Connection
• Climate Control
• Only 18,258 miles
N O W  O N L YH9995-

2015 Lincoln M K Z  A W D

■ Multi-Zone A/C
• Remote Engine Start
• Only 19,233 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$21,995

2015 Lincoln M K X  A W D 2014 Lincoln M K S  F W D 2015 Lincoln Navigator 4 W D

li

| •Climate Control 
. a • Keyless Entry 
1 • Only 30,887 miles
N O W  ONLY

|  $27,995

1 VAJSfTY^^Sft H : —s—
1 • Bluetooth Connection

1... ■ _ -- 'i • Salelliie Radio
• Only 14,726

__  j| 1  _v 'JEi -Bucket Seats
• Climate Control
• Only 50.003 miles

2015 Lincoln M K Z  Hybrid F W D 2013 Lincoln M K X  A W D   ̂_ 2014 Lincoln M K S  EcoBoost A W D

• Keyless Start 
•Bluetooth Connection! 
•Only 25,778 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$21,995

: • Bluetooth Connection 
 ̂ • Satellite Radio 
•Only 56,775 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$24,995

2014 Lincoln M K Z  Base A W D

• Bluetooth Connection! 
•Climate Control 
•Only 34,832 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$23,995

2014 Lincoln M K S  A W D
Certified!

• Multi-Zone A/C
• Bucket Seats
• Only 31,174 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$23,995

S T K  4: 4 33 82

• Keyless Entry
• Multi-Zone A/C
• Only 20,172 miles
N O W  O N L Y
$26,995

Check It Out!
2015 Lincoln 
M K Z  Hybrid 
F W D
• Multi-Zone A / C
• R e m o t e  Engine Start
• O n l y  2 7 , 0 5 9  miles

NOW ONLY
*23,995

S A T U R D A Y S  i  I ™ E-°WNED
Grand River at Wixom Rd in Novi • Meticulous 200-point inspection by
(8 0 0 ) 2 4 0 - 8 7 3 0  I VarsityLincoln.com . g.ygj/ 100.000-niile comprehensive

warranty coverageTHE SALE IS ON...SAVE T H O U S A N D S  Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistanc
Based on 11/2016 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. ‘As low as 0.9V APR for up to 48 months on 

se ect vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does 
not include tax. title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 12/31/16.

LINCOLN
CERTIFIED P R E - O W N E D

• Meticulous 200-point inspection by 
factory trained technicians

• 6-year / 100.000-mile comprehensive 
warranty coverage
• Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance
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P R E P  F O O T B A L LCatholic Central Q B  Brown 
transferring to h o m e  district

Brad E m o n s
hometownlife.com

Austin Brown, Novi Detroit 
Catholic Central’s starting 
quarterback both as a fresh­
m a n  and sophomore, is trans­
ferring back to his hom e  
school district.

The 6-foot-l, 180-pound 
sophomore, w h o  severely 
broke his leg in the S h a m ­
rocks’ M H S A A  Division 1 
semifinal victory over Romeo, 
will enroll the next semester at 
Madison Heights Madison 
High where his father J i m m y  
B r o w n  has been athletic direc­
tor the past eight years.

B r o w n  guided C C  to a 13-0 
record this season completing 
61.5 percent of his passes (72 
of 117) with 14 touchdowns and 
only two interceptions before

going d ow n  during the first 
half while trying to run for a 
touchdown near the goal line in 
a 17-0 win over Romeo.

Brown, w h o  was replaced in 
that semifinal g a m e  by sopho­
more M arco Genrich, under­
went surgery prior to C C ’s 
49-20 state championship loss 
at Ford Field against Detroit 
Cass Tech where senior Dillon 
Dejong got the start.

“Obviously it was n ’t football 
related,” J i m m y  B r o w n  said. 
“They went 13-0 and m a d e  the 
finals, so it really didn’t have 
anything to do with that. I 
m e a n  you can’t get any better 
than Division 1 and 13 wins in a 
row, so it really didn’t c om e  
d o w n  to that.”

J i m m y  B r o w n  said his son’s
See BROWN, Page B3

S C O T T  C O N F E R
Quarterback Austin B r o w n  led Catholic Central to 13 straight wins before 
going d o w n  in the state semifinals with a broken leg.

R E N A  L A V E R T Y
Scott Reedy hoists the Five Nations trophy after T e a m  U S A  defeated Finland 3-2 on  Nov. 5 to win the 2016 U-18 Five Nations Tournament title at U S A  
Hockey Arena in Plymouth. At left is Jacob Tortora.

LOOKING BACK AT 2016
The drive to perform your best comes from a passion for 

achieving goals and an inner peace that no matter the outcome, 
everything you could give to the sport was exerted. It was a 
memorable year in local sports; enjoy som e  of our favorite pho­
tos and story lines from 2016. For mor e  photos, turn to B 2  or visit 
www.hometownlife.com/sports for a complete gallery.

S U B M I T T E D
Sarah M o n t e  is the first female to play varsity football at Livonia 
Stevenson.

Livonia Franklin's Nathan Atienza's a r m  is raised for the 58th time last 
season following his victory at 145-pounds in the state finals, concluding a 
perfect 58-0 season.

U.S. F I G U R E  S K A T I N G  C H A M P I O N S H I P S

Novice Pairs skaters maturing with age
Brad E m o n s

h ometownlife.com

It’s a skating partnership 
still in its infant stages, but 
Cora D e W y r e  and Jacob Nuss- 
le have grown-up expectations 
and big-time dreams.

The Novice Pairs skaters, 
w h o  have only been together 
for 18 months, will compete for 
the second straight year in the

2017 Prudential U.S. Figure 
Skating Championships, Jan. 
14-22, at the Sprint Center in 
Kansas City, Mo.

A n d  after placing 12th a 
year ago in the 2016 U.S. N a ­
tionals m  St. Paul, Minn., D e ­
W y r e  and Nussle have experi­
ence to drawn and renewed 
confidence after taking fourth 
and qualifying for the second 
time following last month’s

Sectionals in Colorado Springs.
“This team got together last 

year and m a d e  it to nationals 
on a fluke,” said coach M i ­
chelle Hunt, w h o  trains the 
pair at the Kensington Valley 
Ice House in Brighton. “They 
were alternates, but someone 
pulled out and they got to go; 
so all year long they’ve been 
working really, really hard and 
they're in a m u c h  better posi­

tion this year to end up in top 
half of the group, which w e ’re 
really excited about. W e ’re 
hoping they get some interna­
tional assignments; so hopeful­
ly it’s going to be a good year. 
Hopefully, I don’t want to jinx 
myself, but they’re doing 
well.”

The partnership is unique to
See SKATERS, Page B3

O & E  sports on 
social media

G o  to our Facebook 
page @hometownlifeS- 
ports and follow us on 
Twitter @OandESports

Battle of 
the Fans VI

The Michigan High 
School Athletic Associa­
tion’s Student Advisory 
Council will host its sixth 
“Battle of the Fans” con­
test this winter to award 
the top high school student 
cheering section in Michi­
gan and promote the op­
portunity for a fun, posi­
tive cheering experience 
for fans supporting their 
teams.

Traverse City West was 
n a m e d  last year’s champi­
on and presented with a 
banner during the M H S A A  
Boys Basketball Finals at 
Michigan State Univer­
sity’s Breslin Center. Sec­
tions from Charlotte, M u ­
nising, Muskegon Western 
Michigan Christian and 
Yale also were finalists 
and recognized during the 
Breslin ceremony.

Schools are invited to 
submit a short video, via 
Youlbbe, of their cheering 
sections in action. Video 
submissions should be 
between 90 seconds and 
three minutes long and 
explain h o w  that section 
meets the following con­
test criteria: positive 
sportsmanship, student 
body participation, school 
spirit, originality of 
cheers, organization of the 
group, student section 
leadership and fun.

The deadline for stu­
dent-submitted video ap­
plications is noon Jan. 7. 
Five finalists including at 
least one Class C  or D  
school then will be chosen 
and visited on a h om e  
g a m e  night by M H S A A  
staff and Advisory Council 
representatives. The 
M H S A A  will produce a 
video of that finalist after 
each visit, with the c h a m ­
pion being selected by the 
Student Advisory Council 
based in part on activity on 
the M H S A A ’s social media 
sites.

This year’s winner will 
be announced Feb. 17 and 
recognized M arch 24 at 
the Breslin Center.

Rules, directions for 
submitting videos, plus 
links to coverage of final­
ists from the first five 
years of the contest can be 
found on the M H S A A  w e b ­
site at www.mhsaa.com/ 
BOTF. This year’s finalist 
videos, plus the announce­
ment of the 2016-17 winner, 
will be published at sec- 
ondhalf.mhsaa.com.

Th e marathon and 
international half include a run 
on the Am bassador Bridge and 
return to Detroit via the 
tunnel.

Run the tunnel
Your chance to cross 

the Ambassador Bridge 
and Windsor Tunnel on 
foot happens each October 
during the running of the 
Detroit Free Press M a r a ­
thon.

Registration for the 
40th anniversary race in 
2017 begins at 12:01 a.m. 
Jan. 1. Race events include 
the American H o m e  Fit­
ness 5 K  and Meijer Kids 
Fun R u n  on Saturday, Oct. 
14. O n  Sunday, Oct. 15, the 
full marathon, interna­
tional half-marathon and 
marathon relay kick off 
the international events 
followed by the U.S.-only 
half-marathon.

G o  to
www.freepmarathon.com 
for more information and 
to register.



2016 year in sports photos
On fields, rinks, courts and tracks 

around the Observer & Eccentric area, 
local athletes and teams —  and their 
families and fans —  had many reasons to 
celebrate in 2016. These images capture 
their effort and glory.
For a complete gallery of photos, visit 

www.hometownlife.com/sports.

M I C H A E L  V AS IL N EK
These spectacular dunks by  senior forward Logan Ryan did a 
lotto p o w e r  the Canton Chiefs boys basketball machine in 
2015-16. The Chiefs we re the first team ever at the Park to go 
20-0 in a regular season.

D A N  D E A N
Franklin's Tony Floyd leads the pack in the 3200-meter run 
under the lights at Farmington High School to a first place 
Oberverland Invite finish in a time of 9:47:51.

S U B M I T T E D
Th e Livonia baseball c o mm uni ty grieved the passing of 
longtime Westland resident and Livonia Franklin baseball 
announcer T o m  Chinavare (foreground) w h o  died Nov. 26 at 
the age of 52. For as long as a n yb ody at Livonia Franklin can 
remember, his reliable voice could be heard at Patriots 
baseball g a m e s  —  announcing every batter in the lineup.

D A N  D E A N
Canton's Steven Walker finished in fifth place in the long j u m p  
with a best j u m p  of 19' 2 3/4" at the Observerland Invite.



K E L L E N  W I N S L O W  SR.

Hall of F a m e  tight end recalls odd path to NFL
Kellen Winslow Sr.’s 

light-bulb m o m e n t  came 
whe n  he realized he was 
the knight on a chess 
board.

F r o m  then on, in the 
1980s Winslow became 
one of the most prolific 
tight ends in NT1, history 
with the San Diego Char­
gers, was inducted into 
the Pro Football Hall of 
F a m e  in 1995 and has 
since followed a road that 
led to Livonia where he is 
n o w  a special assistant to 
the president at M a d o n ­
na.

“I learned football 
through chess,” Winslow 
said in a recent talk at his 
M ad on na  office. “One day 
I was sitting in a meeting 
(sophomore year at Mis­
souri) and the coach put 
something on the board, 
and I went, ‘oh m y  gosh,’ 
and the coach asked m e  
what was wrong. I said, 
T m  the knight’ and he 
looked at m e  like I was 
crazy. I said, ‘I’m  the 
knight, w h y  didn’t some­
body tell m e  that?’ Be ­
cause before that I’m  
running here, w e ’re doing 
this and doing that; you 
k no w  time-space continu­
u m  and things like that.

“So w h e n  I realized I 
was the knight, it all 
m ad e  sense to me. That 
was the revelation. I 
k ne w  m y  role and the 
importance of it. I know 
what everybody does; I 
k no w  w h y  they do it. M y  
job is to dominate the 
middle of the field.”

Winslow, 59, is artic­
ulate and bright —  to 
which he joked smart 
people play offense. H e  
eventually graduated 
from Missouri, then 
earned a Juris Doctorate 
from the University of 
San Diego. H e  was at 
Disney in sports business 
and has worked in athlet­

ic administration at Flori­
da A & M  and Central 
State (near Dayton, Ohio) 
where he met n e w  M a ­
donna president Michael 
Grandillo. They stayed 
connected and worked 
together at Lakeland 
College in Wisconsin.

Winslow is at Madonna 
4-5 days a week and c o m ­
mutes to his native roots 
outside St. Louis on w ee k ­
ends to be near his par­
ents. H e  grew up in East 
St. Louis and tried foot­
ball as a sophomore in 
high school. H e  ques­
tioned the validity of 
two-a-days in the searing 
August heat and opted 
instead to work at United 
Parcel Service, where his 
6-foot-3 athletic frame 
m a d e  him seem older 
than 15 to the hiring m a n ­
ager.

“This is where I 
thought m y  life was going 
to go,” he said about a 
path that included attend­
ing junior college and a 
four-year school. “I was 
going to be at United 
Parcel Service and work 
m y  w a y  up through the 
promotion ranks. I still go 
by (UPS in Livonia) and 
salute brown n o w  and

then. To this day, I hear 
names and places and I 
think zip codes, and that 
was 41 years ago.

“But one day m y  g y m  
teacher, w h o  was also the 
football coach, c a m e  to 
m y  geometry class and 
told m e  I needed to play 
football. H e  saw m e  doing 
things in g y m  class and 
he needed a tight end, and 
it kind of worked out for 
both of us,” Winslow said 
with a smile.

H e  played football 
only his senior season, in 
a wishbone offense, 
catching 17 passes and 
scoring one touchdown.

“Our defensive end 
scored more touchdowns 
than I did,” Winslow said 
in reference to the player 
all the college scouts 
were coming to see: 
Cleveland Crosby, w h o  
played at Purdue and 
Arizona. Also on that East 
St. Louis Flyer team was 
former Michigan State 
wide receiver Eugene 
Byrd. Coaches watching 
those two found Wins­
low’s natural athleticism 
at work in the trenches.

Winslow played in the 
N F L  in 1979-87, making 
541 receptions for 6,741
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yards —  although his 
total games played 
worked out to six seasons 
due to injuries and player 
strikes. H e  is credited 
with reinventing the 
position with speed and 
athleticism.

His best season, 1980, 
ranks at the top all-time 
for tight ends with 89 
catches for 1,290 yards.
In a g a m e  called the “E p ­
ic in Mia mi ” in the 1982 
playoffs, Winslow had 13 
receptions for 166 yards 
and blocked a Dolphins’ 
field goal try that secured 
a 41-38 win for the Char­
gers.

“I went through the 
complete changeover 
with the Chargers," he 
said. “W h e n  I cam e  in I 
was the youngest player, I 
was the last piece of that 
puzzle of a great team.... 
A n d  then whe n  it c am e  to 
the point I was the oldest 
player on the squad, it 
was time to go. M y  knee 
was bothering me, and it 
was just time to go do 
something different.”
Talking tight ends

Winslow feels a con­
nection to Detroit native 
and N F L  player Antonio

Gates for multiple rea­
sons, including that foot­
ball wasn’t a main focus 
growing up. Gates is in 
his 14th season in San 
Diego as the Chargers’ 
tight end after showing 
up at a tryout having 
played four years of bas­
ketball at Kent State. 
Gates has elevated his 
stature to rank No. 22 
(and counting) all-time in 
the N F L  for receptions 
with 884.

“Antonio’s situation 
and mine were very simi­
lar," Winslow said. “You 
took an athlete and you 
put him in a situation 
where there’s a mis­
match. So what you do is 
put a bigger body on a 
smaller body, like his 
rebounding, that’s what 
he does. H e  gets in great 
position, he understands 
space, he understands his 
cuts, and w he n  he gets in 
close space he’s able to 
use that body to get sep­
aration. A n d  that’s re­
bounding.

“For Antonio, it 
worked out real well. Not 
having played those four 
years (of football) in 
college just added those 
years onto the back end 
of his career,” per less 
wear and tear.

Winslow had other 
longevity comments 
about receiver Anquan 
Boldin of the Lions and 
tight end Jason Witten of 
the Dallas Cowboys, w h o  
will both be on the field 
M o n d a y  night. Witten 
ranks seventh all-time 
with 1,086 catches and 
can jump to fourth with 
16 mor e  receptions. Bol­
din is 10,19 receptions 
behind Witten.

“Part of it goes to be­
ing lucky, not to get hurt; 
relatively healthy is the 
w a y  w e  describe it in 
football,” Winslow said of 
Witten’s longevity. “So, 
avoiding the major in­
juries, being in a great

organization which un­
derstands they want his 
productivity on Sunday, 
so w e  don’t beat him up 
on Tiesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. H e ’s a 
smart, intelligent and 
athletic guy w h o ’s been 
playing with good people.

“It’s the same type of 
thing,” Winslow said of 
Boldin. “His speed is no 
longer there, but the 
ability to run the routes 
and to m a k e  the plays is 
there; and they don’t beat 
him up. I would imagine, 
just from the outside 
watching, they might get 
one day off a week, m a y ­
be two, because they 
want that productivity on 
Sunday. Back in m y  day, 
they only had days off for 
quarterbacks.”

Winslow concluded 
former Lion Charlie 
Sanders got shorted on 
even more greatness due 
to the fact coaches in his 
era didn’t believe in 
throwing the ball like his 
“Air Coryell” squad in 
San Diego.

“Charlie Sanders 
should be on any top-10 
list,” Winslow said about 
tight ends. “Charlie had 
to wait too long to get into 
the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. H e  was just ahead 
of his time. H e ’s that 
smooth athlete that was 
very intelligent, but at the 
time that wasn’t what 
they were doing. The 
tight end was really an 
afterthought.

“You run for 3 yards, 
you do it three times and 
you might pick up a first 
d ow n  with a tall running 
back; keep moving the 
ball d ow n  the field. But 
with A1 Davis and the 
A F L  throwing the ball 
around.... Charlie Sand­
ers would have flourished 
in a system like that. H e  
would have just tore it 
up.”

ROB DEWYRE
Area novice pairs skaters Jacob Nussle (left) and Cora D e W y r e  
will compete at the U.S. Figure Skating Championships next 
m o n t h  in Kansas City.
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say the least because of a 
seven-year age gap.

DeWyre, 14, is an 
eighth-grader w h o  at­
tends Millenium Middle 
School in South Lyon, 
while Nussle, 21, resides 
in Linden, while juggling 
two jobs as an emergen­
cy medical technician 
and working part-time at 
the Kensington Valley 
Ice House.

Neither skater be­
lieves the age differ­
ential will stand in the 
way.

"I feel it’s kind of 
normal," Cora said.

“W e  kind of have a 
brother-sister relation­
ship,” Jacob said. “The 
girl is usually always 
younger. It depends on 
what pairs team you 
have. S o m e  partners will 
swap around, but s om e ­
times there’s a big age 
difference.”

For Hunt, it’s been a 
good match on all fronts.

“It works really, really 
well for Jacob because 
it’s like a big brother, 
little sister relationship, 
so he’s really protective 
of her,” Hunt said. 
"There’s no bickering 
and actually they work 
really well together. Cora 
is beyond her years.

She’s very mature for an 
eighth-grader, so that 
helps, too.”

There’s not only an 
age disparity, but phys­
ical differences as well.

Nussle stands 5- 
foot-10, while D e W y r e  
weighs 100 pounds.

“She’s pretty brave,” 
Nussle said of DeWyre. 
“She lets m e  throw her in 
the air and spin her 
around. W e  do lifts 
where’s she’s hanging up 
about 6 feet off the ice, 
and she’s just up there 
with one hand.”

Nussle has been skat­
ing for 12 years. H e  got

his start at age 9 with the 
idea of playing hockey in 
a learn-to-skate program, 
but a figure skating 
coach convinced him to 
go a different route.

“H e ’s a pretty awe­
s om e  skater... he does 
pretty m u c h  everything, 
jumps and spins,” Cora 
said.

Meanwhile, the c h e m ­
istry between the two 
continues to evolve.

“You can’t be a pairs 
skater if you have any 
sort of doubt or fear, and 
she doesn’t,” Hunt said. 
“A n d  once she decides to 
do something, she’ll do it

herself if he’s not under 
her. A n d  I think that’s 
really motivating for 
him, too, because she’s 
young and really in good 
shape. A n d  it’s hard to 
keep up with a 14-year- 
old. At 21 you're totally a 
different person, so it’s 
good for him. She pushes 
him in a different w a y  
than he pushes her, but 
they’re a good team.”

The pair do their on- 
ice training at Kensing­
ton Valley and the Har- 
tland Sports Center, 
while their off-ice train­
ing consists of a lot of 
free weights, barbells 
and dumbbells, along 
with Olympic-style lifts 
at the H a m b u r g  Fitness 
Center.

Their fitness training 
cam e  in handy during the 
Sectionals, which were 
held in the high altitude 
of Colorado Springs.

“I think it’s mostly 
your mindset,” Cora said. 
“N o  matter what you can 
do, it’s mostly your mind, 
which is the hard part 
about it. It (the altitude) 
makes you mor e  tired 
and it makes the pro­
grams feel longer than 
they really are.”

Hunt helped orches­
trate the Novice Pairs 
short and long programs 
that they’ll perform on 
stage in Kansas City.

A n d  the key to a good 
performance?

“To focus and just to 
r e m e m b e r  what w e ’ve 
been training for,” Cora 
said. “W e ’re doing the 
Lion King, then w e ’re 
also doing a short film, 
like a black and white 
movie.”

“It’s like a silent 
movie, a Charlie Chaplin 
style,” Jacob added. “W e  
did a similar program, a 
theater on ice with a big 
team. A n d  w e  used a 
couple of the same cuts 
of music and put togeth­
er a pairs program for 
it.”

The progression for 
D e W y r e  and Nussle is to 
m o v e  eventually from 
the Novice Pairs to Ju­
niors, and eventually 
Seniors.

“I’d really like to fin­
ish on the podium at 
nationals, if not this year, 
but m a y b e  next year if 
w e  keep on getting better 
every single year,” Jacob 
said. “I’m  really hoping 
w e  get on the podium. 
A n d  if w e  get on the podi­
um, and w e  look good in 
front of the red judges, 
they might assign us to 
international assign­
ments and then w e ’ll 
start competing against 
the world, which would 
be really cool.”

If D e W y r e  and Nussle 
perform well in Kansas 
City, they could possibly 
gain som e  sponsorships.

“H e ’s paying his own

w a y  and it’s becoming 
really expensive, so 
w e ’re hoping w e  can get 
a little bit of financial 
help, and then they’ll 
stick together,” Hunt 
said.

Getting to Senior Pairs 
status is the ultimate 
goal. The reigning U.S. 
Senior Pairs champions 
are Tarah Kayne and 
Daniel O ’Shea.

“The first season we  
were pretty n e w  and a lot 
of people had more expe­
rience than us, so it was 
kind of hard the first 
season, but w e ’re catch­
ing up,” Jacob said. 
“W e ’re doing good.”

Meanwhile, Cora ad­
mires last year’s silver 
medalists, Alexis Scime- 
ca and Chris Knierim, 
the 2015 U.S. Pairs C h a m ­
pions and three-time 
World Championship 
competitors. They are 
best k nown for their 
quad twist.

It’s something D e ­
W y r e  would like to per­
fect som e  time dow n  the 
road. But for now, it’s 
baby steps.

“I’m  going to try m y  
best,” Cora said. “And 
w e ’re going to try and get 
in the top half, top 10 
maybe.”
bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: ©bemonsl
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transfer was based on 
staying closer to h o m e  
and reconnecting with 
his family. The two 
schools are 25 miles 
apart. C C  has an enroll­
ment of 1,069 boys, while 
Madison has a total of 
367 (boys and girls).

" H e ’s got s om e  young­
er siblings that are pret­
ty close to him, one of 
them is going to be going 
to high school next year 
and he kind of wanted to 
be a little bit closer to 
h o m e  and be a little more 
able to be a little more 
supportive and spend 
more time with his 
younger siblings,” Jim­
m y  B r o w n  said. “I think 
it was just being away 
from home. H e  was liter­
ally there from 6 in the 
morning until 8 at night,

and really w as n ’t spend­
ing a lot of time around 
here. With breaking his 
leg, I think it just kind of 
all hit him all at once and 
put him through another 
mindset mentally.”

J i m m y  B r o w n  said he 
tried to convince his son 
to remain at CC.

"I wanted him to kind 
of think about it before 
he did it because I really 
didn’t want him to go to 
be honest with you be­
cause I thought he was in 
a great position,” J i m m y  
B r o w n  said. “You got to 
appreciate the fact that 
he was looking out for his 
younger siblings, so it’s 
kind of bittersweet the 
whole thing because C C  
was good to him, good to 
our family. I really don’t 
have one bad thing to say 
about the whole thing. It 
was top-notch, the ad­
ministration, coaches... 
everybody was great, 
including (basketball)

coach (Bill) Dyer.”
B r o w n  also played 

significant varsity min­
utes during his freshman 
year as a point-guard on 
C C ’s basketball team.

“This is the first time 
he’s ever had to sit out a 
sport since he was prob­
ably 6 years old and not 
being able to roll into 
basketball with coach 
Dyer and everybody 
else, I think that kind of 
crushed him,” J i m m y  
B r o w n  said. “It was a 
pretty big setback.”

J i m m y  B r o w n  said 
Austin’s recovery time 
remains uncertain.

"He had the surgery 
and the plate put in,” 
J i m m y  B r o w n  said. “It’s 
healing up nicely, but 
he’ll still be in a boot for 
a couple of weeks, then 
he has to go through 
therapy and obviously 
you don't k no w  how 
that’s all going to pan 
out.”

Once B r o w n  is able to 
return, he’ll be going to a 
Division 7 school that 
finished 6-4 and m a d e  
the state playoffs under 
first-year coach James 
Rogers, a former corner- 
back at the University of 
Michigan. Madison lost 
its pre-district playoff 
opener to eventual state 
runner-up Detroit Loyola, 
45-12.

As a ninth-grader for 
CC, B r o w n  earned his 
first start in the third 
g a m e  of the 2015 season 
eventually leading the 
Shamrocks to a 9-3 rec­
ord, a co-share of the 
Catholic League’s Cen­
tral Division title and 
district championship. 
C C ’s playoff run was 
ended in the regional 
final by Division 1 c hamp 
Romeo, 40-29. (Theo Day, 
w h o  eventually trans­
ferred to Dearborn Di­
vine Child and led the 
Falcons to a Division 3

state semifinal berth this 
season, was C C ’s starter 
for the first two games of 
the 2015 season before 
being replaced by 
Brown.)

C C  coach T o m  Mach, 
w h o  just completed his 
41st season, could not be 
reached for comment, 
but C C  athletic director 
Aaron Babicz said in an 
email Tliesday night: 
“Austin B r o w n  has decid­
ed to transfer to the 
school where his father 
works. His younger 
brother will be a fresh­
m e n  there in the fall as 
well. W e  are disappointed 
that he is leaving but 
wish him the best.”

J i m m y  B r o w n  said the 
decision to transfer was 
difficult on m a n y  fronts.

“It was hard for him 
because of his relation­
ship with Mr. Babicz,” 
J i m m y  B r o w n  said. “H e  
felt like he was letting 
coach (Tom) M a c h  down.

H e  and coach M a c h  
talked it out. H e ’s leaving 
on good terms and I’m  
happy about that. It’s not 
like there was any ani­
mosity between him or 
anybody on that side of 
town because as far as I 
k n o w  the past two years 
I haven’t heard of any 
kind of rift from any 
kind of coaches or any­
thing like that, any play­
ers or any dissension.

“I k n o w  everybody’s 
kind of upset, but honest­
ly everybody w e  talked 
to —  the A.D., coach 
Mach, the players —  
everybody kind of un­
derstands Austin’s loy­
alty to his family. It came 
down to a personal thing 
with him and that was 
pretty m u c h  it. W e  want­
ed to m a k e  sure w e  did it 
respectfully, not leave 
and not say anything.”
bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter Qbemonsl
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Focus on getting a new job in the new year
BY MATTTARPEY 
CAREERBUILDER

| " " i n d i n g  a n e w  job is one 
1 ^  of the mo s t  c o m m o n  

N e w  Year’s resolutions 
—  but not all resolutions c o m e  
to fruition. If a n e w  job is at 
the top of your list of goals, 
here are s o m e  tips to help you 
m a k e  it happen.

G e t  specific.
T h e  m o s t  important step 

you can take is to m a k e  sure 
the resolution itself is clear 
a n d  quantifiable.

“T h o s e  that deal in specifics 
seldom fail; those that deal in 
generalities seldom succeed,” 
says Heather Mo n a h a n ,  a 
career a n d  business expert 
a n d  chief revenue officer for 
the Beasley Med ia Group. 
‘This Jan. 1, be sure to create 
very specific goals in order 
to give yourself the cha nce to 
achieve them. A  general goal 
like ‘I want to find a  n e w  job’ is 
setting yourself u p  for failure, 
versus a  very specific goal 
like ‘I want to get into the P R  
business, a n d  I have targeted 
these three c om panie s a s  m y  
first choice.’T h e  devil is in the 
details, a n d  w e  all n e e d  the 
details in order to deliver on 
the resolution."

H a v e  a plan.
Just as a very specific end 

goal is important, it’s also 
crucial that you set a clear

course for achieving that goal. 
A  plan is an essential part of 
any N e w  Year’s resolution.

"Failing to plan is planning 
to fail. In order to achieve 
your goal, you are going to 
ne e d  a plan,” M o n a h a n  says. 
“M a n y  people tap a mentor or 
a friend that has had success 
in the area you are working 
o n  to build the plan. Building 
a comprehensive plan will 
ensure you are taking the next

right step toward achieving 
your goal.”

C o m m i t  to a schedule.
O n e  of the mo s t  c o m ­

m o n  excuses people offer 
for giving u p  o n  their N e w  
Year’s resolutions is that they 
simply didn’t have the time to 
keep at it. Avoid this pitfall by 
designating a specific block 
of time each w e e k  to spe nd 
o n  reviewing job postings and

GETTY IMAGES

researching your industry.
“T h e  mo s t  important part 

here is sticking to your allot­
ted time,” says professional 
development coach Laine 
Schmidt. “It might require giv­
ing up a leisure activity, but 
the o u t c o m e  in the e n d  will be 
well worth it. If it’s something 
you’ve discovered you’re truly 
passionate about, the time 
spent researching will be 
enjoyable.”

Track your progress.
A s  part of your resolution 

to find a n e w  job, be sure to 
include smaller goals linked to 
the n u m b e r  of jobs you apply 
for a n d  n e w  connections you 
build during the process. T h e  
satisfaction of meeting these 
smaller goals —  or the guilt 
over falling short —  can help 
ke e p  you motivated beyond 
the first few w e e k s  of the year.

“K e e p  a detailed spread­
sheet or list of whe re you 
apply, w h o m  you speak with, 
w h e n  r6sum6s are sent and 
networking opportunities," 
says Heather Rothbauer- 
Wanish, o w n e r  of Feather 
Communications. “Ev e n  w h e n  
the job search b e c o m e s  diffi­
cult —  and it can b e  —  this list 
or tracking will s h o w  you h o w  
far you have c o m e  a n d  what 
you have accomplished."

There are always external 
factors at play, but ultimately, 
whether you follow through 
o n  your N e w  Year’s resolutions 
or not c o m e s  d o w n  to h o w  
seriously you commit to them. 
Follow these tips, and there’s 
n o  reason 2017 can’t b e  the 
year you land that great n e w  
job.

Matt Tarpey is a writer 
for the Advice & Resources 
section on CareerBuilder.com.
He researches and writes 
about job-search strategy, 
career management, hiring 
trends and workplace issues.
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diploma or GED; bo available for Iraining If not already fully trained. 
Benefits after 90 days for FT 
positions.

Please email resume to 
paw ensSdignit as inc.com tax 248-919-4026.

N O W  HIRING
• Counter help - wilh barista exp.
• P M  Baker (shift 7pm-2am).

^ Plyt e n7aW ^ d Pr0dUCeOr online at: loesproduce.com

RN, L P N  or M A
dermatology practice In Ann bor /Plymouth area Is seek! 
^motivated: RN, LPN q r /V 

rn
benefl

At-
-------- ----- N or M ADermatology exp'd. preferred. 
Salary commensurate with 

experience. Excellent benefit 
package including 401 K.

No Weekends/No Evenings.
a2derm@aol.com

: CAS0H.! r s,ST0CK Fu" ,ime 
• D E L I  C O U N T E R  H E L P .
Please apply In person at: 
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia 
Or online at: loesproduce.com

Find your new 
job HERE!s

Turn your dust 
into dollars by 

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

GET COOKING WITH 
THE EMPLOYMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS!
Whether you're looking for 
a job in the food industry 
or another field, we've got 
the recipe for success!

• Generous portions of 
regional listings

• A blend of employers and 
employment agencies

SPICE U P  Y O U R  CAREER -  
P U T  O U R  CLASSIFIEDS T O  W O R K  F O R  YOU!

Find professions! home 
improvamfint senrtce provldere in 
0*E Media's Classified Services 

serton every neekl

To idratise jour home laprowaail 
strviett, ccnUct as it:800-879-7358
Osarat&EctENUK...... MEDIA

iserver &  E ccentric
' i o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m  "jYTTTilDT/\

A G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

1-800-579-7355
# w i y w . h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m
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HelpingY O U
reach your

Whether you want to 
get fit or 

get organized—= 
save money doing it

with
an OS.E Media 
classified ad!

Our classifieds 
W O R K O U T !
O bserver &  E c c e n t r i c
h o m e t o w n l l f e . c o m  |

A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

BOO-573-7355

SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
C R O S S W O R D  PUZZLER

A C R O S S 56 —  anglais 88 Lockheed 2 News agcy. 44 Suffix with 78 Tristan's1 Apply, as a (English P-3 Orion, since 1958 acetyl titlecoating ol hom) eg- 3 Bodily pouch 45 Prickly seed 79 Brian otpowdered 57 Summer 90 Harris and 4 Like some husk electronlcasugar hours in Wynn small 46 Arabic “son 84 Pot starter7 Bay on the Ohio 91 Slushy batteries, (or or 85 Low laborerMass ./R.I. 61 Some drinks short 47 Six-term 88 Stir-fryborder concerto 94 —  voce 5 Chief Little Indiana tidbit13 Had a nosh movements (quietly) Thief, e.g. senator 89 Dined-upon20 Realm ot 63 Cowpokes' 95 Libelous 6 Pacific Island Richard decapodMenelaus ropes claims republic 48 Emit sparks 90 It may be21 Oscar Mayer 64 “I’m  treating 103 “It's —  great” 7 Singer Nixon 49 Center left torival tor this" 104 Fix typos, 8 Depend on fielder Agee an heir22 "Godtather 65 Bee-related e-g- 9 “Very 50 Beautifies 91 Critical hosp.ot Fitness” 66 Cottontail's 105 Old anti­ interesting" S3 Putin’s veto settingJack coat communist 10 Hugs, 54 Royal name 92 Four,23 Cruel 70 T h e  —  the org. symbolically in Norway to Juliocanards Hat” (Mike 106 Water 11 Least sullied 55 In —  (as 93 Shun25 Wise about Myers (ilm) nymphs of 12 Artlticial placed) 95 Gives a26 Argentina's 71 Neighbor of Greek myth 13 Tilt, 58 “A  Bell bottle toJuan and N. Dak. 108 Formal ban as italics for — " 96 Let enterEva 72 Conger 111 What the 14 Rural 59 C o m e  about 97 Cuba —27 Make moola fishers ends of “uh-uh" 60 “... and (cocktail)29 French 73 Supporting eight long 15 Taking after —  a 98 Tedious tasktelephone forces answers in 16 Wine bottle good-night” 99 Actressgreeting 74 The Tigers this puzzle 17 Funeral ring 61 Bashed Stevens30 Part of IOC: are part of it are 18 — Gay into 100 Hops-drylngAbbr. 80 Letter two 117 More sullied 19 Clear up, as 62 Sedative kilns33 Old glory before lota 118 Milk-curdling a windshield 66 Line winders 101 Tlnv38 Quick laugh 81 Practitioner stuff In 24 Male delivery 67 Jai — criticism40 Chichi of total a calf’s 28 Glimmer 68 Implores 102 Polite title In41 Crusty treat patient care stomach 30 “—  deall" 69 Like India42 Odd sort 82 Offers one's 119 Be creative 31 N B A  team very dry 107 Arp's art47 Sailor's diary views 120 Spire 32 1992 martial champagne 109 Tear apart48 Gas Booster 83 Once around 121 Titleholders arts comedy 70 Holds tightly 110 Hair qooDbrand the track 122 Streisand ot 34 Blundered 72 Pope's “—  to 112 Motel's kin51 Enzyme 86 —  Moines “Yentl" 35 Performed Abelard” 113 Certain dir.name ending Register 36 Periods In 73 Cain's 114 “Marvyl”52 Linz's river 8 7 — for D O W N history sibling 115 Mailbox53 luck” Outlaw" 1 1990s TV's 37 Vision 75 Part of R.l. Item:("It didn't (Grafton “seaQuest 39 Closes with 76 Crow Abbr.happen”) mystery) — ° 43 Hoods' rods 77 Spot-on 116 Vote to pass

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. W a nt  m o re  puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” 

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
6 9 7

9 1 3
8 6 5
4 1 6

7 3 2
2 4 3 5

4 8 6
2 5 7 1

1 6 9

Here's H o w  It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!
z € 6 9 z S 8 l
l 8 tr 8 L S z 6 9
9 9 z 8 \ 6 8 M Z
8 S 8 9 Z 6 L z

Z L 6 8 8 9 Z 9
9 6 Z Z 9 I- fr 8 8
6 l S L fr 9 8 Z 8
8 9 I 8 Z Z s 6
Z Z 8 S 6 8 * 9 P

FITNESS TIME W O R D  SEARCH
H V J 0 V E P L 0 A
Y R 0 G F Y T I S N
R E P E T I T I 0 N
S U E S T R E N G T
D L 0 H S E R H T J
B E L E C T R 0 L Y
P M U S C L E U T I
C A R D I 0 V A S C
V L A C T I C A C I
L F 0 I I A H T U N
S L H R S G M Y P G
S E 0 T S 0 N D D I
E X X N u N A A B E
R I Y E E I E 0 S A
T B G C A S L T I H
S I E N F T C N I Y
U L N 0 U A I N H E
E I 0 C P N S P A A

D L X 0 B J A 0 P F
E T N I C 0 P E D B
S 0 0 L X G J C X R
H A X S S A M N 3 E
I N D E X C L A N S
T E S 0 L V C R E I
U C R I C T C U S S
U L A R I R C D C T
D H B V 0 E 0 N I A
C S I s N H N E N N
D T S D L 3 T S E C
I T 0 A C C I T H E
R R c I I C N N T N
P I B B 0 Y U I S R
S 0 0 R X D 0 0 I L
R R E H 0 N U J L B
E R 3 0 G N S L A 0
V S E S S A L C C D

WORDS
ACIMT1ES
AEROBIC
AGONIST
ANAEROBIC

BODY
CALISTHENICS

CARDIOVASCULAR
□Rcurr
CLASSES

CONCWTRIC
CONTINUOUS

CORE
CROSS-TRAINING 
ELECTROLYTES 
ENDORPHINS 
MURAHCE 
EUSTRESS 

FLEXIBILITY 
IMPACT 
INDEX 

INTENSITY 
INTERVALS 
JOINTS 

LACTIC ACID 
LEAN 
MASS 

MUSCLE 
OVERLOAD 
OXYGOf 
PHYSICAL

J
u

T U M G 0 Y N I T
Y I F X H A I R H

R A I N
B I N T

I
E

N G I 
R V A

L
L

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally &  diagonally throughout the puzzle.

Y
S

REPEnnw
RESISTANCE
STRENGTH
THRESHOLD
TISSUE

TRAINING

□ □ □ □ □ □  o a n a H H o n n D a n n  
□ □ □ □ □ □  □ B d Q B Q  H E J E O Q B  
□ B B O a O  B C T E B H B  □ □ E H 3 E 1 D

C H E C K  Y O U R  A N S W E R S  H E R E

71 L » B B O *N V 0 (0 V

t A > t
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C O M M E R C I A L  POSSIBILITIES: R A M  PROMASTER. FORD TRANSIT FAMILIES STOKE HOT-SELLING C A R G O  V A N  SEGMENT
A s k  t h e m  to 

answer a multiple- 
choice question 
a b o u t  w h a t  is 
the buzziest 
s e g m e n t  in the 
US. auto business 
these days, and 
most Americans 
probably wouldn't

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  guess: It’s cargo
vans.

Arguably the most m u n d a n e  of all 
vehicle types, commercial vans —  not 
aspirational M u s t a n g s  nor tough- 
talking F-150s —  were the vehicle 
Fo rd h y p e d  mo st on  the huge stage 
of World Series television broadcasts 
with its incessant promotion of the 
Transit.

A n d  R a m  has just launched a 
n e w  marketing c a m p a i g n  into the 
swell, to try to capture m o r e  sales 
for its P r o M a s t e r  an d  Pr o M a s t e r  
City models.

R a m  c o m m e r c i a l  sales overall 
are u p  m o r e  than 30 percent so far

this year c o m p a r e d  with a year ago, 
and industry-wide commercial sales 
are m o r e  than 15 percent higher, 
representing 2.6 percent of the total 
vehicle market in N o r t h  America, 
F C A  said.

By contrast, after a record seven- 
year run, the total U.S. vehicle market 
is losing gas, as year-to-year sales 
are expected to fall in October for 
the third straight month.

Enter Ford’s m a rq uee positioning 
of Transit in the Fall Classic and R a m  
with a c a m p a i g n  that sh ow s off the 
utility an d versatility of Pr oMaster 
a n d  P r o M a s t e r  City with T V  ads 
a n d  digital elements that illustrate 
these qualities.

R a m ’s video includes “test drives” 
of a d a y  for four different actual 
small businesses, such as A n d r e w ’s 
Honey, a beekeeper in N e w  Y o r k  
City, an d  Veestro, a food-delivery 
c o m p a n y  in Lo s Angeles.

“W e ’re trying to reinforce that 
w e ’re easy to d o  business with and 
respectful of [consumers’] time and

The 2017 Ford Transit Connect

that w e ’ve got s o m e  great, 
efficient offerings for t h e m  
to look at,” Ji m Morrison, 
h e a d  of the R a m  brand, 
told me.

R a m  introduced its n e w  
generation of commercial 
vans beginning in 2013 with 
P r o M a s t e r  a n d  followed 
with the smaller ProMaster 
City in 2014.

These sales are becoming 
more important. The segment 
has b o o m e d  in part because 
of a proliferation of offerings, 
with Ford Transit and Transit 
C o n n e c t ,  a n d  the n e w  
Mercedes-Benz Metrix, along 
with associated advertising, 
creating mo re interest. Plus,
F C A ’s entire truck fleet has taken 
o n  even m o r e  responsibility as the 
c o m p a n y ’s biggest profit driver while 
sales of its cars dwindle.

“T h e  [commercial] segment 
will sell ar ou nd 450,000 units this 
year, which is a lot,” Morrison said. 
“A n d  also there’s a lot of other volume 
linked to commercial-van sales. A  
business m i g h t  have a fleet of 10 
pickup trucks, an d since w e  recently 
up gr ade d our fleet of vans, n o w  w e  
have a chassis cab for them.

“Before, if they h a d  the trucks 
but needed a van, they h a d  to go to 
t w o  different dealerships. This w a y  
they can have one relationship, with 
one dealer, on e g u y  w h o  does their 
regular maintenance an d service on 
the wh ol e fleet, a n d  on e purchase 
order.”

Right n o w  is “commercial truck 
season" also, Morrison said. “Business 
owners are wrapping up their finances

A  commercial featuring the 2017 R a m  ProMaster City 
for the year a n d  taking advantage save money." 
of tax breaks. T h e y ’re upgrading
fleets. So  w e ’re explaining w h at w e  
have to offer them. For s o m e  people, 
it’s just getting their recognition of 
our full line of commercial vehicles."

Morrison acknowledged statistics 
w h i c h  continue to s h o w  a decline 
in the formation rate of n e w  U.S, 
businesses over the last several years 
a n d  an increase in the failure rate.

"But I think small businesses are 
getting m o r e  confidence in their 
wealth, so they’re c o m i n g  in a n d  
buying,” Morrison insisted. “Also w e ’re 
attracting t h e m  with our efficiency 
message, about having the most fuel- 
efficient w o r k  va n an d about total 
cost of ownership. Also Pr oMaster 
City is very easy to maneuver. A n d  
Pr oM ast er is available in both gas 
a n d  diesel. A  lot of customers are 
trading in old rear-wheel-drive V 8  
vans, so they can both upgrade and

Ford seems to encourage a certain 
am ou nt of non-commercial consumer 
interest in its Transit Connect small 
c o m m e r c i a l  van, even offering it 
in a seven-passenger version. W h y  
d o e s n ’t R a m  d o  likewise?

“Well, that’s a function of the fact 
that Ford do es n’t have a minivan," 
Morrison explained. “Whereas F C A  
has minivan leadership for consumers 
with the n e w  Chrysler Pacifica. W e  
d o n ’t try to stuff people into cargo 
vans.”

Morrison also dismissed the fact that 
there’s been a crescendo of discussion 
about declining viewership of N F L  
g a m e s  o n  TV , where R a m  -  per the 
industry no rm for trucks -  launched its 
ProMaster campaign. But he insisted 
he’s not concerned overall.

“T h e r e  are still a lot of people 
watching football,” he said, “a n d  
they’re not D V R - i n g  it.”

T H E  O B S E R V E R  &  ECCENTRIC M O R T G A G E  M O N I T O R

N M L S # 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Rs.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 4 0 3.25 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.99 0 3,25 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.99 0 3.25 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.25
. 1

0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.25 0 3.625 0

Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful.com 4 0 3.25 0

Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.25 0 4 0

U'vr.:..Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734)466-6113 4.375 0.25 3.625 0

Above Information available as of 12/30/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 2 0 %  down &  credit score of 740 or above. J u m b o  rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com. 

tsi- All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

©  2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved
Professional

all your needs...
O  Painting
Painting By Robert • Wallpaper 
Removal • Interior •Exterior* Plaster/ Drywall Repair •Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Estl 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

Adopt M e

find a n e w  friend.
Pet Services

L O W  COST VET VACCINE 
W E L L N E S S  CLINIC 

Hlghlond Feed & Supply 217 E. Livingston Rd.
Sat. Jan. 21st, lOam-lpm 

D H P P  Lepto CV BDT S47, 3 year 
Rabies S16, Heartworm Test $19 
Skin, Ear^ESye exams avail.

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID or C O N S I G N M E N T  tor 
Vintage, Antlaue 8. Other Valuable 
terns. Single Items to storage units 
to entire estates. Professional, 
courteous, (air, honest, discreet older 
gentleman. I DRIVE TO YOU. Coins, 
“ sfume 8. fine lewolrv, knlck knocks, 
military, collections, books, toys, 
stereos. Instruments, ephemera,
Richard’ BS E ^ M B A  mUCh moro- 
248-795-0362, www.1844wepoyyou.com

Real Estate

great place to live...
< 3 ^  Homes-Rent

It’s all 
about 

results

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ^ ^ ^

best deal for you...
L O W  COST V E T  VACCINE 

W E L L N E S S  CLINIC 
TSC - WHITE LAKE

i r a & ' r D H ^ P ^ v ’i’Sv$38, 3 year Robles $14, Heartworm 
Tost $15 w/ purchase of 6 months

M U S T heartworm prevention.BRING AD. Skin, Ear 
exams avail. 313-6W-5701Ear & Eye

Autos Wanted
H & w  $5 for lunk vehicles, Free low. 

Buying repolrobles. 734-223-5581

Assorted ^

all kinds of things...

HANDICAP MINI VANS O V E R  20
1JoSuEnD oLe0rW ŝ . oEo? 5 ^ 0 s0Rc ^ aSrT0sCtK 
LANSING Ml CALL RIS. 517-230-8865

all kinds of things...
Appliances

Get results. 
Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Plymouth
Ann Arbor/Sheldon Rd.
Spacious 1-2 bedroom 

Apartments
Pool, A/C, Carport

2 Months 5 0% off rent!”
'With approved credit & income

Call 734-455-6570

Get theBESTresults here!
O & E  Media Classifieds
800-579-7355

Take the 
search out 
of job search.
Upload your resume to 
CareerBuilder and let 
employers find you.

Check out the new 
CareerBuilder.com

®  C A R E E R B U I L D E R
©  2 0 1 5  CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved.

/


