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Property values on t

Despite increase, tax
revenue remains flat

Darrell Clem
hometoanlife.con

Residential property values
are witnessing a sustained,
post-recession increase in
Canton, Plymouth and Ply-
mouth Thwnship, officials say,
whi le the once-lagging com-
mercial and industrial sectors
also have begun to rebound.

It good news for residents
who saw their home values
plummet amid the Great Re-
cession, but itsno tax-revenue
windfall for local governments

because of a voter-approved,
23-year-old Proposal A that
limits property tax increases
to the rate of inflation or 5
percent, whichever is less.
This year, the inflation rate
is just under 1percent, said
Doug Shaw, supervisor of WC A
Assessing, which handles prop-
erty assessments for Canton,
Plymouth and Plymouth Thwn-
ship, among other communi -
ties. That means home values
spike while taxes remain flat.
“As Paul the property own-
er, I'm loving it,” Paul Sincock
said, but inhis job as Plymouth
city manager, not so much.
Figures provided by Shaw
and Aaron Powers, WCA man-

aging director, show residen-
tial property assessments this
year spiked 7.3percent inPly-
mouth, 4 percent inPlymouth
Township and 2.8 percent in
Canton. The numbers are
based on home sales for a two-
year period ending last Sept.
30.

Those numbers “ebb and
flow" over the years, Shaw
said, and while Canton had a
slower increase, itstands to
benefit from new home con-
struction.

“Canton Township has the
highest amount of growth in
Wayne County,” Shaw said.

Canton Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas said Canton

The performance space extends the stage out into the audience for a current production.

AS PARC GROWS, TAXTALKS BEGIN

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

An ambitious plan toboost
Plymouths image as an arts
and recreation destination has
surpassed early expectations,
officials say, and a tax propos-
al to support the project could
go to voters next year.

In its first 17 months, the
nonprofit Plymouth Arts and
Recreation Complex, or PARC,
has drawn tenants who lease
space for theater productions,
fitness programs, youth
sports, culinary arts classes,
autism consulting, orchestra
concerts and arts education,
among other programs.

Inall, PARC has leased 41
of the 60 rooms inside the
former Central Middle School
inPlymouth, said Don Soenen,
PARC board president. That
represents 24 tenants, some of
whom lease more than one
room. Another 23 community
groups rent space only when
they need it

“We Ve had arts organiza-
tions coming indroves,” Soe-
nen said.

The Michigan Philharmonic
has made itsheadquarters in
what was once the school prin-
cipal’s office.

“We love ithere,” said Beth
Stewart, Michigan Philhar-
monic executive director. “We
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Don Soenen says PARC has exceeded expectations thus far.

have somuch room. We like
being right in the middle of all
the action.”

The orchestra, which per-
forms regionally, has some
performances inPARC5gym-
nasium.

PARC emerged as a grass-
roots movement as Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools
district officials decided to
close the former Central
school. A local couple, Mark
and Patty Malcolm, paid $3.5
million for the site and the
nonprofit PARC leases and
rents space to cover operating
expenses.
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Soenen said PARC still
needs money torenovate the
three-story building and fulfill
a vision to have an 800-seat
auditorium. Thatswhere a tax
proposal comes in, tentatively
in spring 2018, though the
amount isntknown. Itwould
go before voters inPlymouth
and Plymouth Township.

Soenen said much work
remains between now and
then:

» PARC has to get itssite
plan approved by the city of
Plymouth.

» Officials will try to raise
asmuch money as possible

Fall inLove with a Blackwell Ford!
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issued 506 new home permits
lastyear — the best year ina
decade. While tapering off
some, Canton still isprojecting
steady construction of hun-
dreds of homes each year for
the foreseeable future.

Canton Finance Director
Wendy Trumbull said isCanton
isexpecting an additional
$100,000 in general fund tax
revenues thisyear due to the
housing spurt, “not a signifi-
cant jump,” but the amount
could be closer to $200,000
next year.

The latest commercial prop-
erty values jumped 7.5 percent
inPlymouth, 8 percent inPly-
mouth Township and 3 percent
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through private fundraising,
before seeking a tax. Some
sources already have been
identified.

» An economic impact
study will be done tohelp
determine the financial boost
the PARC facility could have
on the area.

» PARC officials plan to
finalize their business plan
and conduct public forums to
educate the community on the
PARC vision.

Marsha Kreza, PARC mar-
keting consultant, described
the PARC projectasaway to
bring together people who
have diverse interests inarts,
recreation and education,
whether they prefer theater or
musical performances or oth-
er offerings.

“It5 really exciting,” she
said.

Gail Grieger, PARC exec-
utive director, saidPARC is
expected to broaden itsreach
as itgrows.

“We see PARC as the desti-
nation in Plymouth,” she said.
“When you think of Plymouth,
you will think of PARC. It
represents so much ofwhat
Plymouth stands for- and
thats community.”

The 160,000-square-foot
building, located at 650

See PARC, Page A2
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in Canton.

Industrial property values
increased 1.5percent inCan-
ton, 4.6 percent inPlymouth
and a startling 24 percent in
Plymouth Township.

“Plymouth Township has
had a lot of market activity in
the industrial parks to support
that change,” Shaw said.

Powers said the big spike
almost puts Plymouth Town-
ship back topre-recession
levels.

Shaw said assessment no-
tices have begun arriving in
Plymouth mailboxes, while
residents of Canton and Ply-

See VALUES, Page A2

Park FIRST
team unverls
2017 robot

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

Jay Obsniuk believes the
creation of a middle school
robotics program a few years
ago isproviding a distinct
advantage to Plymouth-Can-
tonsFIRST Lightning Robot-
icsTeam 862, the district’
high school robotics competi -
tion team.

Obsniuk, the teams lead
teacher, said the middle school
program eases students into
the program by providing
them the opportunity towork
wi'th the high school team,
thereby lessening nerves and
shortening the learning curve
once students move up.

Luke Fenstermacher agrees
wi'th his teacher. And Fenster-
macher, a Canton High School
sophomore, should know. He
was named Wednesday night
as the lead drive for the 2017
competition team. The an-
nouncement came during the
teamsannual “reveal” event,
where the new robot, Valkyrie,
was unveiled.

“(The middle school pro-
gram) definitely taughtme a
lotmore,” Fenstermacher said.
“I could actually come to (the
high school) and know what the
parts were. Itgaveme apro-
gramming background."

The 2017 competition season
began for Team 862 with the
“build” season Jan. 10, three
days after the statewide Kick-
off, when the 134-member
team began building Valkyrie,
named for a figure inNorse
mythology who was one of a
host of female figureswho
chose those who may die in
battle and those who may live.

The team spent hundreds of

See ROBOT, Page A2
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FIRST Lightning Robotics Team 862
unveils the 2017 competition robot,
Valkyrie.
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PARC

Continued from Page Al

Church St., sitson 16.6
acres that include nu-
merous athletic fields.
Itsa place where young
children can swim or
play sports while senior
citizens can find fitness
programs or social gath-
erings. One theater
group, Forever After
Productions, makes
PARC itshome and
performs itsshows
there.

PARC has had some
detractors and the pro-
jectbecame a political
football in lastyear’
Plymouth Township
election. Kurt Heise, the
townshipsnew supervi-
sor, said he supports
PARC, but said officials
still need to lay out a
firm plan as a tax in-
crease is sought.

“I'think PARC pro-
vides a valuable service
to the community. Itsa
nonprofit that fills in
many of the gaps in
recreation and senior
services which the city
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Forever After Productions, a
theater company, now has
all of itsresources at the
PARC.

and the township cannot
provide, ”Heise said. “I
know they have some
very ambitious plans
for the future and, at
this time, I'h stillina
wait-and-see mode. ...
They are going to have
to demonstrate their
ability to deliver. (But) I
support what theyre
doing. Ibelieve PARC
provides a valuable
community service to
our taxpayers.”
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hours building the robot
that will compete inthe
2017 game, “FIRST
Steamworks,” during
which Valkyrie will be
required toaccomplish a
variety of tasks, includ-
ing collecting balls for
fuel and delivering gears
to help get an airship
moving. Team members
talked Wednesday about
hitting “glitches,” but
were able to beat the
11:59 p.m. Thesday dead-
line by an hour.

Obsniuk and the
teamSmentors, who
prefer students be the
teams leaders rather
than the adults, worked
right up to the final hour
overcoming any prob-
lems that came up in
order tomeet the dead-
lire.

“We want the students
to figure itout,” Obsniuk
said. “We (mentors)
could jump inand tell
them whatswrong, but
this isa better learning
experience. Everyone
worked hard, the stu-
dents and mentors were
amazing and everything
justcame together.”

The 134-member team
is the largest inprogranm
history, driven thisyear

VALUES

Continued from Page Al

mouth Township should
receive theirs within
days. Property owners
who believe their assess-
ments arewrong may
filean appeal with the
local Board of Review.

Plymouth City Fi-
nance Director Mark
Christiansen said 1994%
Proposal A, coupled with
the state Headlee
Amendment, severely
limits property tax reve-
nue increases for munici-
palities. And while he
said Plymouth expects to
receive $209,633 innew
tax revenue this year, it
ismostly fromnew con-
struction rather than
existing homes.

Core for the whole person

and the whole family.

Radhika Chintalapally, M D
Family Medicine

Pat Freeman, DO
Family Medicine

Dr. Freeman and Dr. Chintalapally offer
comprehensive care for the entire fanily. They
provide preventative care exams and screenings,
sick visits and treatment of chronic conditions.

Dr. Freeman is certified to perform Department of
Transportation (DOT) physicals. Call to make your
appointment, today!

We offersome and next day appointments.

37650 Professiaal Center Drme,
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Team president Allison Hurley demonstrates Valkyrie while
team lead teacher Jay Obsniuk looks on.

largely by underclass-
men. Obsniuk said the
team is “bottom heavy,”
containingmore fresh-
men and sophomores
than ithas juniors and
seniors. That speaks
largely to the value of the
middle school program.
“Hopefully, itgives us
a couple of extra years to
mold them,” Obsniuk
said. “When they get
here, they e not afraid
of the school, theyTe not
afraid of the program.”
For the 11th year, the
program isonce again
heavily sponsored by the
Bosch Corp., which spon-
sors 21 FIRST Robotics
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Property values are up this
year in Canton, Plymouth
and Plymouth Township.

Christiansen said
Plymouth was fortunate
that itsproperty values,
during the recession,
didntplunge asmuch as

teams around the coun-
try. The partnership has
been a good one for both
sides - Bosch provides
not only financial spon-
sorship, but also has
several people mentoring
the program. Plus, Bosch
has handed out more
than a dozen internships
or outright jobs toP-CEP
graduates.

Sponsoring the robot-
icsteams gives thecom-
pany a chance to further
the legacy of its founder,
Robert Bosch.

“Itgoes back toour
beginnings,” said Brad
McKenna, the company’
manager of corporate

insome communities.
Still, he said, the citys
ability to recoup revenue
losses has been ham-
pered by existing laws.

While the taxable
value ofhomes has been
limited by the inflation
rate in recent years, that
changes ifa house is
sold. When a sale occurs
and the so-called “cap” is
lifted, the taxable value
isbrought up to the as-
sessed value, with the
new owner paying higher
taxes than the previous
owner.

Plymouth Township
Trustee Chuck Curmi
said that has proved
unfair tonew home buy-
erswho are shelling out
substantially more in
property taxes than
someone who has a simi-
larhome they have lived
in for years. But he said

Wintertime Family Funl
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citizenship. “(Robert
Bosch) was all about
community. We want to
continue his legacy. One
of theways we can do
that isto invest in FIRST
robotics and investing in
the kids.”

Team 862 isnearly
completely student-
led.There’ a slate of
officersand a slew of
sub-group leaders, along
with the rest of the team
members. While Bosch
engineers and other adult
mentors are available for
guidance, decisions are
made by the students, a
set-up rare among high
school robotics teams,
according to Obsniuk.

“Itteaches us leader-
shipand how tomanage
groups of people,” said
Canton High School ju-
nior Caitlin Schwartz, the
team’ secretary. “It
helps prepare ourselves
forwhen we go out into
the workplace.”

Now the driver em-
powered topropel the
robot- and the team -
to victory ishonored to
be chosen.

“Itmeans somuch to
me the team would trust
me driving the robot we
built together,” Fenster-
macher said. “But we
rely on each other. It
really isa team effort.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

the biggest tax issue for
Plymouth Township was
when voters last year
approved a 2-mill tax
increase for Wayne
County Regional Educa-
tional Agency, which
provides support to local
school districts.

“In recent memory, it
is absolutely the biggest
tax increase inPlymouth
Township,” Curmi said.

Going forward, local
officials such as Canton
Township Supervisor Pat
Williams say they want to
see their communities
continue toprosper and,
as part of that, enjoy a
steady increase inprop-
erty values. Property
assessments inrecent
years indicate that is
likely to happen.

“Part of our turn-
around story inCanton
Township is the good
fortune of sustained
growth that we have had
inour residential com-
munity to inch us closer
back to the revenue lev-
elsbefore the crash,” he
said.

dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter €CantonObserver
734-972-0919

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING NOTICE

CITYOF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

(734) 453-1234

A special meeting ofthe Zoning Board ofAppeals will be held on Thursday, March 9, 2017 at
6:00 P_M. in the Commission Chambers of the City Hall, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI,

to consider the following:

Z 17-05 402 Ann
Non-Use Variance Requested
Side yard setback

Zoned: R-1, Single Family Residential

Applicant: Cowdin Design + Build
All interested persons are invited to attend.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will provide
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired
and audiotapes ofprinted materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to individuals
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by writing or calling

the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator

201 S. Main Street

Plymouth, M1 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

Published: Sunday, February 26, 2017
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Main Street Opera features hometown soprano

Main Street Opera will
feature Plymouth resi-
dent and soprano Mary
Martin and chamber
musician and vocal coach
Mariah Boucher incon-
cert, Masters of the
Voice Recital Series, at5
p.m. Saturday, March 25,
at the Woodsiide Bible
Church, 42021 E. Ann
Arbor Trail.

Known for her so-
prano voice, Martin holds
bachelors and master3’
degrees invoice perfor-
mance from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where
she studied under Melo-
dy Racine. University
credits include the roles
of Susanna (’Le Nozze di
Figaro™), Nannetta ("Fal-
staff)”,Amy (little
Women™),the Queen of
the Night ("Die Zau-
berflote™)and Fire
(LEnfant et les Sortileg-
es”).With the Janiec
Opera Co.: Mabel (CThe

Boucher

Pirates of Penzance”),
First Spirit ("Die Zau-
berflbte™),Ernestina
Money (“Hello, Dolly!™)
andOlympia ("Les Contes
dHoffmann”).

Martin has also per-
formed as a young artist
with the prestigious Cen-
tral City Opera Co. in
Colorado, the highest
altitude opera house in
America at 8,500-feet
above sea level. Most

recently, Martin worked
with the Motor City Lyric
OperasOperaonWheels
program, where she sang
the Queen of the Night
and First Lady in the
company soutreach pro-
duction of "The Magic
Flute.”The program
targeted the education
and exposure of opera to
metro Detroit students.
She has also sung with
the Midland Symphony

Plymouth Christian Acadenmy

Plymouth Christian
Academy inCanton is
partnering with the Play
Like a Champion Today
Character Education
Through Sports program
next month.

“Play Like a Champi -
on sees coaching as a
form of ministry and
challenges coaches to
develop the whole ath-
lete: physically, mentally,
socially and spiritually.
Our school looks forward
to gaining tools to en-
hance our school 5 athlet-
ic experience,” said Ca-
ryn Huntsman, superin-
tendent and secondary
principal .

A parent workshop is
scheduled for 5:30-6:45
p.m. Friday, March 3, at
the school, 43065 Joy
Road. A coach clinic is
set for9a.m. to1lp.m.
Saturday, March 4, and
an athlete workshop will
follow at 2-3 p.m., both in
the Plymouth Christian
Academy library.

Winning-at-all-costs

;Fcd0 )i

coaching, sports special-
ization, and parent
“sports rage” are just a
few of the problems
eroding the culture of
sports today. The Play
Like a Champion Today
program isdesigned to
provide children and
adolescents with the
highest quality sports
experience possible. The
programs resources are
developed in collabora-
tion with faculty at the
University of Notre
Dame 3Shaw Center for
Children and Families
and with social scien-
tists, philosophers, theo-
logians, sport scientists
and physicians in uni-
versities nationally and
international ly.

Play Like a Champion
aims torenew the cul-
ture of youth sports by
educating coaches to
move beyond the X s and
0 s of coaching toad-
dress the core elements
of effective coaching: L
motivation, 2. team-

tlfe

building, 3. leadership.
Research-based and
ethically-directed, Play
Like a Champion designs
its educational programs
to nurture personal,
moral and spiritual de-
velopment along with
athletic excellence for
all athletes.

By partnering with
Play Like a Champion,
Plymouth Christian
brings its “Coaching as
Ministry” clinic, parent
workshop and athlete
programming to its
school community. Play
Like a Champion pro-
gram director Kristin
Sheehan will travel to
the area to conduct the
trainings in the school 3
sport community. These
trainings officially
launch a partnership
with Play Like aChampi-
on and Plymouth Chris-
tian Eagles.

Middle school and
high school coaches will
hear the “champion”
message throughout an

2017 FORDIESCAPE SE

BUYAS LOWAS

$20,549

24 month lease for

$129per month.

Rebates up t0$3,500

2017 FORD TAURUS SEL

BUYAS LOW AS

$21,288

24 month lease for

$ 172p9r month.

Rebates up t0$8,250

2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT W/LEATHER

ol

BUYAS LOWAS
$35,044

24 month lease for

$ 2 9 3 pernmonth.
Rebates up t0$2,000

Martin

Orchestra, Michigan
Opera Theater, the Liv-
ingston Symphony Or-
chestra, the Michigan
Pops, University of Mich-
igan Orpheus Singers,

the Saginaw Choral Soci-
ety, Victor Herbert Soci-
ety and the Community

Chorus of Detroit. In
New York, Martin per-
formed the Queen of the
Night with the New York
City Opera Exchange.

Boucher frequently
performs in recitals fea-
turing singers and in-
strumentalists and has
been a featured soloist
with orchestras perform-
ing the concerti of Men -
delssohn and Ravel. She
has joined with chamber
partners Dennis Carter
(flute) and Lisa Raschia-
tore (clarinet) and Jenni-
fer Goltz (voice) to per-
form at the art space
“Trinosophes.”

She has worked close-
ly with composers Mi -
chael Daugherty, Gabri-
elaLena Frank and Evan
Chambers premiering
and exploring new music.
As an opera enthusiast,
Boucher has performed
and coached Puccini’
“La Boheme,” Humper-

dincks “Hansel und Gre-
tel,” Donizetti 3” L ®lisir
damore”and Mozarts
“Cosi fan Thtte.” She also
has joined innumerous
outreach programs to
bring opera toelemen-
tary schools throughout
the Detroit area. Study-
ing with Martin Katz,
Logan Skelton and Kath-
erine Collier, Boucher
completed her M.M. and
D.M.A. at the University
of Michigan in collab-
orative piano. Boucher
currently serves as the
visiting assistant profes-
sor of col laborative piano
at Indiana University, as
well as a vocal coach at
Notre Dame University.

Tickets are $15 per
person for general seat-
ing. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at
https://www.mainstreet
operatheatre.org/store/
cl/Featured_Products.
html.

students play like champions

interactive four-hour
workshop. In addition to
offering coach work-
shops, Play Likea Cham-
pion offers the Parent
Like a Champion pro-
gram, an interactive
workshop for sport par-
ents. The parent work-
shop seeks not only to
respond to all too fre-
quent incidents of “side-
line rage,” but also seeks
to give parents sound
advice on how to posi-
tively guide their chil-
dren through their youth
and high school sport
careers.

Parents receive edu-
cation and materials that
help them reinforce the
goals of character devel-
opment through sport
stressed by the program.
Parents also receive
guidance on how they
can help their children to
form habits of persever-
ance, sound decision-
making, team work, good
nutrition and regular
exercise. Rounding out

the comprehensive na-
ture of the partnership,
Play Like a Champion
will work with all stu-
dent athletes engaging
them indiscussion of
“Servant Leadership.”

Workshop evaluation
data confirm the effec-
tiveness of the Play Like
a Champion Today pro-
gram. For example,
more than 90 percent of
coaches attending the
clinicswere satisfied
with the experience, and
agreed to fully imple-
ment the champion ap-
proach to coaching for
character development.
When asked about the
impact of the workshop,
sport parents strongly
agreed that they would
commit tobeingamore
positive presence from
the sidelines by avoiding
coaching their child
from the sidelines (86
percent). This was a
21-percent increase from
before to after the par-
ent workshop.

Play Like a Champion
Today coach workshops
are nationally accredited
by the National Council
for Accreditation of
Coaching Education. The
initiative enjoys part-
nership with more than
150 sport organizations
throughout 42 states.
Since the programs
inception in 2006, Play
Like a Champion has
educated more than
100,000 coaches and
parents, who inturn
have impacted the lives
of over a million ath-
letes.

A recent coach clinic
participant commented
about the program, “Play
Like a Championmaterial
is top-notch, the message
issolid and grounded on
research. Thank you for
helping me make sports
more fun, character-
based and developmen-
tal ly-focused.”

2017 FORD FUSION SE

BUYASLOWAS

$22,264

24 month lease for

per month.

Rebates up t0$1,250.

2017 F-150 SUPERCREW XLT W/NAVIGATION

BUYAS LOWAS

$37,085

24 month lease for

$204 per month.

Rebates up to$4,300

2015 FORD TAURUS SHO, LOADED
USED CAR

9800 Belleville Rd . = Belleville, M1 48111

\TZAVTZAWDQGO®[10DQO®[i]DDQOQ
*MZplan pricing. 10,500 miles peryear. Includes renewal rebate. Plus taxes, plates and fees. §2,000 due atsigning. See salesperson for cetails. Offer Expires 2-28-17
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Teen accused of
plotting to kall family
wants new trial

Darrell Clem
hometoanlife.con

A Plymouth Township
teen accused of plotting
with her boyfriend tokill
her family isseeking to
withdraw a guilty plea
that landed her inprison
for 10-20 years.

Roksana Gabriela
Sikorski, 17, has asked for
anew trial by claiming
she received ineffective
counsel from a defense
attorney when she plead-
ed guilty inFebruary
2016 toa charge of as-
saultwith intenttomur -
der, Assistant Wayne
County Prosecutor Maria
Miller confirmed.

Testimony isexpected
toresume March 10 in
front of Wayne County
CircuitJudge Thomas
Hathaway, who will have
toweigh evidence and
ruleon a motion todeter-
mine whether Sikorski®s
guilty plea stands or
should be withdrawn.

Sikorski isbeing rep-
resented by the state
appellate defender®s
office.

She was only 15 in
October 2014, when she
was accused of plotting to
kill her family inside
theirPlymouth Township
home. During the early
morning hours of Oct. 14,
authorities said she had a
knife, went into her
then-12-year-old brother*s
bedroom, put her hand
over hismouth and held
the weapon to his throat.

He screamed and the
knife cut deep into his
throat, authorities have
said, but he survived. He
and hisyounger sister,
then 11, were able toalert
their parents, Laurene
and Jeff Sikorski.

Police have said Sikor-
ski fled the scene, but
was arrested later that
day with boyfriend M1 -
chael Angelo Rivera, then
23, who isspending lifein

FILEPHOTO
Roksana Gabriela Sikorski
wants towithdraw her guilty
plea.

prison after a jury con-
victed him of assaultwith
intent to murder, four
counts of conspiracy, one
count of usinga comput-
er tocommitacrime and
felonious assault.

Wayne County Prose-
cutor Kym Worthy has
said Rivera allegedly was
texting instructions to
Sikorski from outside the
house when the attack
occurred.

Sikorski*s parents had
reportedly tried to end
their daughter®s relation-
ship withRivera. They
have stood by her, saying
she suffered from de-
pressionand was manip-
ulated by Rivera. They
contended she needed
medical help, not prison,
and they said the crimi-
nal justice system failed
her.

Sikorski took a plea
deal toone count ofas-
saultwith intenttomur -
der and authorities dis-
missed six other felony
charges.

Rivera, along with his
sentence to life inprison
for his role in the Sikor-
ski family case, alsowas
sentenced to 30 months to
15years inprison for
having sex with Sikorski
when she was 15.

Staffwriter MattJachman
contributed to thisstory.

dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: €CantonObserver
734-972-0919

Camp A.B.LE. staffmembers (from left) Rebecca King and Amy Markey receive a check from Corvette Legends Club president

Jim Rees, along with other Camp A.B.L.E. staff: Marcela Mejia, Jordan Turbaro and Brandi Dunn.

Corvette Legends Club
helps Camp A.B.LE.

Camp A.B.L.E, a
state-licensed summer
camp operated by Can-
ton Leisure Services that
is specifically designed
for children ages 8-14
with disabilities, recent-
ly received a $1,200 do-
nation from the Corvette
Legends Club from the
12th annual Corvettes at
the Summit car show
last summer.

“We couldntbe more
appreciative of the Cor-
vette Legends Clubs
generous decision to
donate funds from their
summer car show to
Camp A.B.L.E.,” said
Jennifer Girard, recrea-
tion specialist. “Provid-
ing a traditional summer
camp experience with
adaptions that keep ac-
tivities fun and inclu-
sive, despite the wide
range of disabilities that
often chal lenge our

campers, isntalways
easy, but itisalways
worth itforus.”

Camp A.B.L.E., which
stands for Achieve, Be-
lieve, Learn and Experi-
ence, isone of several
activities and services
offered by Canton Town-
shipsTherapeutic Rec-
reation program. Thera-
peutic Recreation offers
year-round program
opportunities, socializa-
tionand support for
individuals with dis-
abilities of all ages resid-
ing inwestern Wayne
County.

For more than 17
summers, thiscamp has
been extremely success-
ful and has set the pre-
cedent for Therapeutic
Recreation camps tobe
modeled after through-
out western Wayne
County. Participants
take part inavariety of

activities throughout the
day, interactingwith
their peers, enhancing
social skills, gross and
fine motor skills and
gaining independence.
Camp A.B.L.E. runs
Monday through Friday
and consists of three
field trips per week,
with two days of special-
ly planned activities at
the camp siteand swim-
ming at The Summit
Aquatics Center.
Corvette Legends isa
small club of Corvette
enthusiasts from the
Detroitarea who share a
common bond of having
fun in their Corvettes.
Group activities include
social events, car shows,
cruise nights, color tours
and trips. Proceeds from
its events are donated to
local charities. For addi-
tional information about
the Corvette Legends

Club, go to
www.corvette
legends.net.

Corvette Legends
Club isset to host the
13th annual Corvettes at
the Summit car show
July 8 inHeritage Park,
located behind the Can-
ton Administration
Building at 1150 S. Can-
ton Center Road. This
yearsevent will feature
food, music, prizesand
Americas’ favorite
sports car - the Cor-
vette. In addition, this
years car show will be
the first in the country
tohave a C7 Corvette on
display. Funds raised
during the event will
also be donated toCamp
A.B.L.E.

For more information
onCamp A.B.L.E., go to
www.cantonfun.org or
call 734-394-5460.

lam anAmeriqan
We areOne Nation

Meg works with teachers nationally to help students
respectfully deal with the divides of our society.



HALF-PIPE HERO LANDS ON HIS FEEL

Skateboarder lost his
sight, but not his
desire for air

Emma Ockerman
Detroit Free Press

George Leichtweis,
the owner of Modern
Skate & Surf in Royal
Oak, says skateboarding
isone of the few sports
where i1t5 just you ver-
sus yourself - the frus-
tratingly glorious battle
of trying, trashing and
then landing a trick one
day, only to attempt to
outdo yourself later.

On any given night in

his park theresa cacoph-

onous symphony of ure-
thane wheels slapping
concrete floor. More
often than not, there’
also the rumbling roll of
Nick Mullins”skateboard
as itglides back and
forth on the 6-foot ramp.

Modern Skate is the
25-year-old Mullin’
known turf, and many
skateboarders and inline
skaters paused to watch
himown itone night last
month.

“Now hesdoing just
ridiculous stuff,” Leicht-
weis said. “He does some
of the most amazing
stuff I've ever seenon a
half-pipe.”

Mullins has always
been good, and hesbeen
getting better. He attri-
butes that to not having
to think somuch any-
more about how he cant
see his board or the
ramp ahead of him.

The Clinton Township
resident has been blind
for several years now, so
skateboarding isback to
Mullins versus Mullins
instead of Mullins versus
blindness, or Mullins
versus the near-deadly
bacterial infection that
lefthim without his
sight.

The battle to regain
his footing and his spirit,
Mullins said, began with
deciding he didntwant
to be defined by an ill-
ness anymore.

Even ifa skateboard-
ing accident nearly killed
him, he wasn tabout to
give up the sport that
made him excited to be
alive.

Mullins figured he
was dying when he

called his father one
summer day in 2009.

By the time a doctor
correctly diagnosed him
with Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus
(MRSA), the then 18-
year-old was — inhis
words - “out.”

After a survival flight
from the University of
Michigan Health Systenm
brought Mullins from a
Toledo-area hospital to
Ann Arbor, his father,
Jimmy Mullins, spent a
night in the hospital’s
chapel calling family.

He was sure his son
wouldntmake Ftthrough
the night.

Nick Mullins was in
septic shock by the time
he hit the intensive care
unit.

“Nick was so tough,”
saidJimmy Mullins, 57,
of Toledo.

The bacterial infec-
tion caused severe pus-
filled abscesses in his
lungs and multisystem
organ failure.

During the 122months
he was heavily sedated
and undergoing neuro-
muscular blockades to
paralyze him while he
received treatment for
his community-associat-
ed MRSA, he couldn’t
have known that he had
suddenly become the
nationally renowned
skateboarder he had
always hoped to be.

Itwould be awhile
before he realized that
videos of him skate-
boarding had gone viral
and professional skate-
boarders were rooting
for his return.

Even his doctors re-
member hearingcom-
ments from skateboard-
ers across the country
and seeing videos of
Mullins skating.

“He was just a beauti-
ful, instinctive skater
and athlete,” said Dr.
Pauline Park, codirector
of the surgical intensive
care unit at the U-M
Health System.

He had just escaped a
death sentence, but
friends said he was still
talking about skateboard-
ing.

“lweighed 90 pounds,
just literally didntwant
to talk to anyone. |
couldnteat. I had to put
myself inmy own re-
hab,” Mullins said. “It
was difficult, 1 couldn’t
see. Everyone was there
for me, but Ididnteven
know. Ihad no ideawhat
happened.”

Mullins was blind -
save for a small part of
the peripheral vision in
his lefteye. He had se-
vere lung damage.

Jimmy Mullins said
the boy lying in the hos-
pital bed hardly looked
like Nick.

Then, a few months

Greater Farmington Filn

Farmington-Hills
based nonprofit organiza-
tion kickstART farming-
ton announces the film
lineup and schedule for
the 2017 Greater Far-
mington Film Festival.

The Greater Farming-
ton Film Festival will be
March 2-5, with a selec-
tion of recently released
feature films and docu-
mentaries that engage
the heart and mind, ex-
plore important contem-
porary issues and inspire
action: good films for a
better world.

The lineup includes:
“'Death isNot the
Answer" (documentary,
95 minutes), directed by
Keith Famie. Show time
is7:30 p.m. March 2, at

the Smith Theatre at
Oakland Community
College

“Death IsNot the
Answer” delves deeply
into the complex, often
misunderstood world of
depression and suicide.
This documentary fea-
tures many of the na-
tions most respected
mental health profession-
als. The film also offers
enlightened thoughts of
how we can find content-
ment and happiness
through mind-body
health, diet and music. In
the end, the film offers
hope and amuch deeper
understanding about
depression and what

leads to suicide.

A Q&A with Famie
and others featured in
the film to follow the
screening.

""Maya Angelou, And
Sall IRise™ (documen-
tary, 114 minutes), direct-
ed by Bob Hercules and
Rita CoburnWhac, at7
p.m. March 3, at the Far-
mington Civic Theater.

The firstdocumentary
about the iconic writer,
poet, performer and
activistwho overcame
racism and devastating
abuse tobecome one of
our culture’ greatest
voices. Rare footage and
photos unveil an intimate
and often unknown view
of her public and per-
sonal lifewith the power
of her own words.

"Life, Animated"
(documentary, 89 min-
utes) ,directed by Roger
Ross Williams. Show time
is9:15p.m. March 3, at
the Farmington Civic
Theater.

“Life, Animated” is
the real-life story of
Owen Suskind, son of the
Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Ron Suskind
and his wife Cornelia. An
autisticboy who couldn
speak for years, Owen
memorized dozens of
Disney movies, turned
them intoa language to
express love and loss,
kinship, brotherhood.
The family was forced to

Notice of Public Auction
March 9, 2017 At or after 10:00A M
1800selfstorage.com
42360 Ann Arbor Rd, Plymouth Mi

C1011 Aaron Smiatacz

Goods are to be sold to satisfy landlord lien. All goods will

be sold to highest bidder for cash.

1-800-Mini Storage

reserves the right to reject any bids and reserves the right
to bid on unsold units. Contents include but are not hm.ted
to furniture, appliances, household goods, clothing, boxes &

more.

Published: February 26 & March5,2 0 1 7
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become animated char-
acters, communicating
with him inDisney dia-
logue and song, until they
all emerge, together,
revealing how, indark-
ness, we all literally need
stories to survive.

"*Zootopia“ (animat-
ed, 110 minutes) at 10
a.m. March 4, the Far-
mington Civic Theater.
This isa free show.

This film presentation
ismade possible by the
generous support of the
Farmington Public Li-
brary and Friends of the
Library.

From the largest ele-
phant to the smallest
shrew, the city of Zooto-
piaisamammal metrop-
oliswhere various ani-
mals liveand thrive.
When Judy Hopps (Gin-
nifer Goodwin) becomes
the first rabbit to join the
police force, she quickly
learns how tough itis to
enforce the law. Deter-
mined toprove herself,
Judy jumps at the oppor-
tunity to solve a mysteri-
ous case. Unfortunately,
thatmeans working with
Nick Wilde (Jason Bate-
man), awily fox who
makes her job even hard-
er.

“The genius of Zooto-
pia’isthat itworks on
two levels: itsboth a
timely and clever exami-
nation of the prejudices
endemic to society and

later, he saw tough-guy
Nick return. The always-
independent son was
standing on his skate-
board in the middle of
their family driveway in
Toledo.

Even ifa skateboard-
ing accident nearly killed
him, he wasntabout to
give up on the sport that
made him excited to be
alive.

“Thatswhen I knew it
wasn’tthe end,” Nick
Mullins said. “I could eat
again, I could be myself.”

A few weeks after he
got out of the hospital,
Staffan filmed an in-
terview with Mullins and
posted itto YouTlibe.
Mullins is skinny and
pallid in the video. The
song from his Berries
debut, Metrics “Help Im
Alive,” plays in the back-
ground.

One title slide reads:
Steve Berra and the
Berries have been a big
part of making your
story known, anything
you want to say to them?

“You guys helped out
and everything,” Mullins
said. “Thank you so
much, lTwish Icould do
something for you guys.
Just, thank you.”

He said hed be back
on a skateboard within
three to sixmonths. A
few videos on YouThbe
seemed to prove that he
kept hisword and

an entertaining, funny
adventure about furry
creatures,” according to
Jen Chaney of the The
Washington Post.

“"After Spring' (docu-
mentary, 101 minutes),
directed by Steph Ching
and Ellen Martinez, at 7
p.m. March 4, the Far-
mington Civic Theater.

Presentation of “After
Spring” ismade possible
by the generous support
of Christine and Bob
Greig and David Rich-
ardson and Debbie Feit.

“After Spring”isa
feature documentary
that focuses on the Syri-
an refugee crisis. With
the Syrian conflictnow m
its sixth year, millions of
people continue to be
displaced. “After Spring”
is the story of what hap-
pens next. By following
two refugee families in
transition and aid work-
ers fighting to keep the
camp running, viewers
will experience what itis
like to live in Zaatari,
Jordan, the largest camp
for Syrian refugees. With
no end in sight for the
conflict or this refugee
crisis, everyone must
decide ifthey can rebuild
their lives ina place that
was never meant tobe
permanent.

""The Eagle Huntress"
(documentary, 111 min-
utes), directed by Otto
Bell, at 9:15 p.m. March 4,

St._Michae! the Archangel Parish presents its
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT >

USKTISN STEM MEST o
All Fridays in Lent except Good Friday

4:30-7:00 P M
In the school cafeteria

FkBDbmm

Cmr?e* amBoNe atS9

Afoks: S1* Seniors, SS: Kids 3-11, S5; Kids under 3, FREE
Choice of hand-dipped fresh Atlantic cod. fried or baked,
with all the trimmings, including beverage and ice cream.

11441 Hubbard Rd, Livonia

734-261-1475. exL™00

showed him skating
around local parks. Then
he moved toPhoenix,,
and then to Traverse
City, and people didnt
hear from him for
awhile. Staffan, 30, of
Toledo, said e-mails kept
flowing in: Where$
Nick? Is he alive? Can he
see?

“What was really
weird was that itwas
like a reality show. All
these rumors got start-
ed,” Staffan said.

In 2014, Mullins post-
ed hisown video.

“Im Nick Mullins, I
23 years old, and I'm
considered legally
blind,” he told the cam-
era, smiling and wearing
sunglasses.

“I took a short break
from skateboarding,” he
added. “Now I'm back
skating, having a lot of
fun.”

Leichtweis saidMul -
lins has become some-
what of a regional leg-
end. Sometimes people
forget hesblind when
they see him skate, or at
least think he s regained
his sight.

Friends and family
drive Mullins the 45
minutes toModern Skate
two or three times a
week in the winter.
Leichtweis asks him not
to pay to skate.

“I tell people, Go up
thisramp and close your

Festival announces 1

at the Farmington Civic
Theater.

Aishol-pan, a 13-year-
old girl, trains tobecome
the first female in 12
generations of her Ka-
zakh family tobecome an
eagle hunter and rises to
the pinnacle of a tradi-
tion that has been handed
down from father to son
for centuries. While
there are many oldKa-
zakh eagle hunters who
vehemently reject the
idea ofany female taking
part in their ancient tra-
dition, Aishol-pan’ fa-
ther, Nurgaiv, believes
that a girl can do any-
thing a boy can, as long
as shes determined.

""The Last Laugh"*
(documentary, 85min-
utes), directed by Feme
Pearlstein, at 2 p.m.
March 5, at the Holo-
caust Memorial Center
on Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills.

Presentation of “The
Last Laugh” ismade
possible by the generous
support of Bloom Gener-
al Contracting, Inc.

“The Last Laugh” isa

eyes and drop in.’No-
body would do that,” he
said. “He Shecome quite
a legend around here
because hel very tal-
ented, and he didntallow
his issues with not seeing
to inhibit the way he
looks at life. That alone
shows an example toall
the younger kids here.”

The 16-year-old skate-
boarder manning the
front desk of Modern
said he 5 almost intimi-
dated to talk to Mullins,
adding thathesa home-
town hero.

“He % just so inspir-
ing,” said Matt Reschke,
an employee atModern
Skate. “He % really good.”

Skateboarding for
Mullins, though, isnot
about being good. It's
about staying on your
board. Maybe inthe
future, Mullins said, he’ll
travel the county and
talk to other skateboard-
ers and let them know
that they can overcome
their self-doubts and
anxieties, too. Or he
could own a clothing
company.

After believing he was
about todie- and then
that he might never
skate again - Mullins
said ittook a lot to get
back on his feet.

“You lostyour vision,
you still have your arms
and legs,” Mullins said.
“Just get up and live.”

Ineup

feature documentary
that proceeds from the
premise that the Holo-
caust would seem tobe
an absolutely off-limits
topic for comedy. But is
it? History shows that
even the victims of the
Nazi concentration
camps themselves used
humor as ameans of
survival and resistance.
Still, any use of comedy
in connection with this
horror risks diminishing
the suffering of millions.
So where isthe line? If
we make the Holocaust
off-limits, what are the
implications for other
controversial subjects -
9/11, AIDS, racism- ina
society that prizes free-
dom of speech?

Tickets are on sale at
www.gffilmfest.comand
are $6 each or a full festi-
val pass can be pur-
chased for $30 (six films
for the price of five); the
children’ film “Zooto-
pia” ispresented free.

More information
about the festival is
available at
www.gffilmfest.com.

INTHE SUPERIOR COURT OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:

CASE NO. 16FVM1

PETITION OF JONATHAN ADAM SIDES
TO ADOPT CECELIAAULMOND,

A MINOR CHILD.

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR ADOPTION

TO: NATHANALLMOND

By order of the Court for Service by Publication dated
February 6, 2017, you are hereby notified that on October
13, 2016, Jonathan Adam Sides"filed suit against you for
adoption. You are required to filewith the Clerk of Superior
Court and to serve upon Plaintiffs attorney, Justin Berelc,
an answer inwriting within sixty (60) days of the Order of

Publication.

Witness the Honorable Jeffery S. Malcom. of the Superior

Court of Franklin County.

This the 10th day of February, 2017.

UFfQbrxk__

Clerk, Franklin County Superior Court

Publiahed: February ]9,26& March S. 12, 2017
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lam an American

We areOne Nation

HEART-SHAPED GLASSES SHOW LOVE

Tara I gets suspicious
looks but chooses to see

things Ina positive ligit

KARINA BLAND

USATODAY NETWORK

Each week, this series will introduce
you to an exceptional American who is
making a difference to unite, rather than
divide, our communities. To read more
about the American profiled here and
more average Americans doing excep-
tional things, visit onenation.usatoday
.com.

Tara ljai was 28 when she converted
to Islamand chose towear a hijab, a head
coveringworn by Muslim women.

Two months later, on Sept. 11,2001, her
faithmade her a target.

ljai’ father called her inArizona and
asked her not towear her hijab. He was
afraid someone might hurt her.

But Ijai told him, “I chose this. | be-
lieve in this.”

Fourteen years later, she walked into
a restaurant in Los Angeles. She was
there with her mother and sister for a
shopping weekend. A television was
tuned to the news, about the terrorist at-
tack in San Bernardino, California.

ljai, wearing her hijab, could feel peo-
ple looking at her.

“Are they afraid of me ?” she thought.

Later, ljai called her brother, Brad
Boulrice, inTexas.

When they hung up, ljais phone
buzzed. Boulrice had sent her a picture
of a guinea pig wearing heart-shaped
glasses, witha caption: “lcan tsee all the
haterswith my love glasses on.”

ljai bought herself a pair of heart-
shaped sunglasses.

When people complimented
glasses, she explained them:

“These are my love glasses. | choose
to see the world with love.” She bought
more and gave them away, orderedmore
and sold some so she could buy still
more.

She called her Facebook page and
website “Love Glasses Revolution.” She
sells heart-shaped glasses and donates a
portion of the proceeds to nonprofit
groups.

Last Halloween, ljai was inthe park-
ing lot of a grocery store in Scottsdale
when a car slowed down. A man leaned

her

Guide

Careers

Engineering & IT

DAVID KADLUBOWSKI/USA TODAY NETWORK/PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

Tara ljai isa Muslimwoman who started wearing heart-shaped glasses as away of reminding

herself to see the love, not the hate.

out of the open window.

“Hey!” he yelled at her. “Nice cos-
tume.” When she didn’t respond, he
pulled closer and yelled again. “Hey,
nice costume!”

ljai looked at him through her heart-
shaped glasses.

“Hey, thanks!” she said, and then held
up one hand ina peace sign.

Because she can’tsee the haters with
her love glasses on.

ONE NATION
NOMINATE AN AMERICAN

Tara ljai
Location: Phoenix
Age: 43

Profession: Founder, Love Glasses
Revolution; mother of two

Mission: To encourage people to see the
world with love

More info: www. loveglassesrevolution.com

Who areyour American heroes? Share stories and nominees at onenation.usatoday.com or via
email to onenation@usatoday.com or post a video submission to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram
(no longer than 2 minutes, please) with the hashtags #1AmAnAmerican #WeAreOneNation.

“lToument

Q&A WITH TARA 1Al

What does itmean to you to be an
American?

“Itswhat makes me me. Itswhat makes
it0K tobe me. You can be you. Ican be
me. We can all be American."

What moment touched and motivated
you to launch this effort?

She pushed on her first pair of heart-
shaped glasses. “lrealized I had a choice.
Ihad achoice how Iwanted toshow up in
the world. And I had a choice of how 1
wanted tosee the world. 1would see the
world with love.”

After that, itwasn’tone single moment
but countless interactions with people
after she began wearing her heart-
shaped glasses that prompted her to
launch Love Glasses Revolution. People
wanted todo something. ljai has reveled
in the stories and pictures people who
bought glasses send to her. They sign up
to be love advocates and advocate for
equality. “We decided love is just big-
ger,” ljai said.

What gives you hope?

How many people ask, “How can | see
things differently? How can | get in-
volved?”How many people are wearing
love glasses?

“All of a sudden people were in Ireland
wearing love glasses, inAustralia, Cana-
da, all over. We have a team of doctors in
Coloradowho were wearing love glasses
afterawoman s hip surgery.” People of
all races, of all religions.

And how when she shows up atmarches
and demonstrations with a 12-foot ban-
ner that says, “Love forall,” people flock
to itand push them to the front of the
group. Atan immigrationmarch inTem-
pe, instead of “Down with Trump,” they
chanted, “Love for all.” “Thats the thing
thatmakes me soexcited, thatwe can ac-
tually change the message,” ljai said.
“We can make a difference.”

What do you hope to accomplish
through your efforts?

She hopes people will focus on what
makes us the same instead of our differ-
ences. So shewillkeep showing up, wear-
ing her hijab. “lknow itchanges the nar-
rative. They want me to be scary. They
want me to be foreign. They want me to
be different,” she said.

‘I‘I’m just going to keep showing up in
ove.”

TT W

Check out these exciting
career opportunities!

For even more
opportunities see our
"award winning"
classified section!

e 10iir ad kere fc"Pcontact us at careers@hometownlifecom or call 1-800-579-7355
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[ 0

REAL ESTATE SALES

new beginnings... SENTOR OPPORTUNITY
) ) STRUCTURAL
\/" Bgineering & IT ENGINEER

Approved PERM ad

Amerlcon Axle 8. Manulocturlnj), Inc.
hos on opening for on Energy
Engineer of Us focilify in Detroit,
Michigan. Job duties Include:

1. Handling utilityond energy usage
tracking using Microsoft office
excel; evoluoting and
benchmarking the facilities®
energy performance based on
metered energy usage and
production data;

2. Developing ond implementing
energy projects which reduce
consumption of energy to goals In
a manufacturing environment

3. Performing energy audits,
Inc_ludin_%ASHARE level Il audits,
to identity energy efficiency
measures, whicn cover various
energy systems, Including heat
transfer furnaces using heat
transfer analysis, lighting,
cor_n[)'re_ssed oir, and HVAC;

4. Utilizing energy software and
developin?_spreadsheet toperform
energy efficiency calculations with
pay back analysis, and writing
Pchnlcol reports and performing
HVAC assessments ond design
reviews;

5. Implementing energy efficiency
prolects to reduce energy
consumption of the A A M facilities;

6. Reviewing ond recommending new
technologies ond products that
would positively Impact plant
energy consumption;

/. Developing estimates ond written
descriptions of energy
conversation measureés In support
of proposals and technical audits;

8. ilew measurement and

General

Multi-task ond
load. Good custom

erification (M&V) of all energy
ﬁrolects to Include I|ght|ng, HVAC,
eal treat ond compressed air.

9. Develop regression models to
predict future ond expected energy
consumption based on sales ond
weather data using energy

exg]lorer. .

10. Evaluating plant ;er_oc_esses for
uﬁtmum energy efficiency
through ener%y mon|t_or_|n?
systems ond other statistical
methods, including evaluation of
utility billsond manual meter
reading:

11. Analyzing data from Internol and
external energy reports;

Send resume to:
Julie M

Human Resources Manager
Vehma International of America
nc.,

MalllCode 4000
Troy, M1 48098

Reporting to the
2l DP ;.]V TAdmmhl_strator at
lymouth Township. -
Stromg mott and comé:HatHr gllftﬁs
(Word, Excel, datoiboses).
Must be able to Hrs f

good phone_etiquette,
For'more details see the lob
posting on the TowngsHlp Website.
www.plymouthtwp.org Email

CO-TEACHERS

EI.[\ESft?GYT_gSArgER-S
some exp. Part/full time, 1
Call Leila for
Interview 248-736-2949

GREAT FLEXIBLE JOB FOR

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
Great lob with flexible hours
_and days. You would be
maintaining a yard 8. beach which
includes weeding 8. racking beach,
straightening furniture on both
decks, weeding the beds at the
house, cleaning boat 8.

Wanted In Troy, Michigan to
conduct analytical structural
and forming studies through
FEA techniques on automotive
components ond systems.

Michigan®s #1 REALTOR.
Earn High Commission Income
Rapidly Expanding Real Estate

Market Start Earning Commissions
Right Away. :

«0wn Your Own "Practice
etz «Be Your Own Boss
eWork Your Schedule
*You Determine Your Income
=Bonus Programs

~HealIh/LI1fe/Disablllty/ Retirement

*Full Time Support Staff

PAT RYAN, REALTOR

(734) 591-9200

PatRyan@RealEstaleOne.con

Administrative Assistant

WAREHOUSE
ASSOCIATE

KIP

KIP America Isseekinga
temporary §approx. 3mo.)
waoed fsth E:plng associate.

Hrs from 9-52; .

Duties include: package ?arts;
receive shipments; shlp/wlll coll
stock consumables; pull orders;
eneral warehouse maintemance.

Loritize work
r service skills.

Shilpping experience a plu
I resume to:
lobs@kipomerica.com
or fax to (248) 474-6086
Equal Opporlunlly Employer

ary neg.,

Healthcare-Dental

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time for busy internol
medicine office in Troy,
Must hove excellent computer
skills, be able to multi-task and
good communication skills.
Email resume to:
devonsnkhsmed@gmoil.com

23yl fosongany toegtions. both - yagnfng o deck. Seeping
Internationally. cleaning (2) BBQ grills.’

Requirements: Position requires
Master™s degree in mechanical
engineering and 6 months experien
performing energy audits for
industrial_facilities. Six momths
experience in re?m_red ineach of the

_ following:

. Conducting energy assessments
for Industrial lacilities

. Performing ASHARE level Il
energy audits

. Conducting heot treat assgg§sments
using heat transfer analysL

. Performing HVAC assessments
and design reviews

. Use of electrical theory to create
energy conversion tools and to
read building controls ond
automation drawings

. Use of simulation tools including
Microsoft office excel using
functions ond macros

[ BN U CHN

o

toJD bs;

Experience may be obtained
concurrently.

Applicants should apply on line at
AAM.com/coreers and reference
iob 1D 1606.

N pw; 7:300-6p; M-F, iee
ends/exlended hrs; S13.17/hr; S19.76/
(_)R/_el_’ 40hpw; raise/bonus; housing

w/utilities; inbound trans/subsisten
ce/ latiging costs reimbursed ifemi
nent period completed. Return
i Provided ifhalf emplInt period
i-um-pleted/dismissed early. No chrg
for tools/supplies/equip. A

More details can be
discussed if Interested.
Must hove a clean drivin
8. pass a background check,
nd have own transportation.
Please contact Cindy at

record

ylded from office to/from iobsiles in
Wayne co. Use hand/power tools to

lay sod. water, dig, rake ond Install
sprinkers; noexpJeduc; Ilft/carry up

y ot loco

|
Michigan Works lor direcgi)y ot 30246

GET COOKING WITH
THE EMPLOYMENT
CLASSIFIEDS!

Whether you®re looking for
a job in the food industry
or another field, we*ve got
the recipe for success!

e Generous portions of

regional listings

*A blend of employers and

employment agencies

IPICE UP YOUR CAREER -
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

0 bserver& E ccentric

iometownlife.con

jvL N
A GANNETT COMPANY

1-800-579-7355
hometownlife.c .
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Two P-CEP students make a musical difference

Northville
couple quit
jobs to start

travel fim

Frank Witsil

Detroit Free Press

Husband and wife
entrepreneurs Jim and
JulieWelsh quit success-
ful jobs in finance to
create theirown: They
now have theirown com-
pany, Amaze IVavel. It
an agency that, inthe age
of name-your-price online
travel agencies, caters to
people seeking luxury -
and personal - experi-
ences.

“We like tothrow in
extra touches that make
for special moments that
you wouldn’tbe able to
make a reservation for,”
Julie Welch, 38, said. “No
two trips are the same.”

Last year, the Welches
had the entire Louvre in
Paris closed down for
three hours so their cli-
ents—- acouple- could
go on a private, romantic
tour of the museunm, a
former home of French
kings. The cost for that
rare and unusual experi-
ence: $15,000-$20,000.
Thatsnot including the
rest of the vacation.

But, not every trip
experience they setup is
that glamorous — or that
expensive.

For clients vacationing
inLondon during the
winter holidays, the
Welches had a Christmas
tree set up intheir room.

“We just love tohave
clients be happy, even if
its not the most exotic
trip,” said Jim Welch, 37.
“Client happiness isabig
thing for us."

The Welches dont
charge their clients di-
rectly. They make their
money through sales
commissions with the
companies providing
travel and accommoda-
tions.

For now, the business
isrun out of their North-
villehome, and there are
no other employees. They
earn less, but they enjoy
their jobs more, they
said. And, inthe 2/: years
they have been operating,
the couple said, they Ve
grown to about 300 cli-
ents and about $1 million
ayear insales. They hope
within the next five to 10
years tohave 10 times the
annual sales, and move
intoan officeand hire
eight to 12 employees.

“The cool things about
being an entrepreneur
are thatwe get togrow
our business,” Jim Welch
said. “Every day we
work, we Tegrowing our
business and we get to
build ittheway we want."

Ina conversation ed-
ited for clarity and brev-
ity, the couple talked
about their business;

travel agencies in the age
of the Internet and, now,
agovernment crackdown
on immigration; and what
ittakes tobe entrepre-
neurs.

Q: Talkabout your busi-
ness.

Julie: We both built
decade-long careers and
accrued this great busi-
ness knowledge and had
some serious conversa-
tions about what our own
company would be like if
we took that leap. We
came up with three crite-
ria:We wanted tomake
sure we had knowledge of
the industry we were
going into. We wanted to
make sure therewas an
opportunity or nichewe
could fill, and we really
wanted towake up every
day and enjoy what we
did. We were fortunate
enough tohave traveleda
lot inour lives, separately
and together. We discov-
ered through the surge of
online travel agencies
and do-it-yourself travel
agents that there was a
niche formore concierge
services in travel.

Q: Sowhat does your
company actuallydo?

Julie: (Laughter.) I
would call ita relation-
ship business. Thats
because we focus on
getting toknow our cli-
ents, their personalities,
their styles and whats
going toappeal tothem.
And on the other side of
the coin, we focus on our
relationship with our
industry connections and
getting toknow their
products, services and
locations.

Q: But, in“tthat just
what atravel agency B
supposed to do?

Julie: lagree. That’
what a travel agency
should be. But, what we
were finding is ifyou are
doing travel yourself, the
online information isnot
only overwhelming, but
extremely subjective. Its
arisk. We really try to
personalize and custom-
ize.

Q: What isthe profileof
your customer?

Jim: In general, we
serve executives. We
serve families. It5s the
type of peoplewho crave
the concierge servicewe
can provide, and also the
expertise we can provide.
They want someone to
handle the details for
them because, frankly,
they want the peace of
mind the trip Isgoing to
be taken care of. They get
to save the time and ef-
fort of going through the
information themselves.

Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park seniors
Abbey Sexton and Stacey
Partain are giving back
to the community. Both
students are members of
the National Honor Soci-
ety and also involved in
the performing arts at
the P-CEP. National Hon-
or Societymembers are
expected to "be of ser-

vice to their community.”

They are doing exactly
that using music.

On Feb. 11, the two
planned, produced and
directed a charity con-
cert benefiting local
Detroit charity Real Life,
My Music. The benefit
performance was held at
the Plymouth Arts and
Recreational Complex
(the old Central Middle
School) and featured 19
separate musical acts.
The performers were
student musicians from
P-CEP and included vocal
groups, soloists, rock
bands, classical ensem-
bles and more.

The concert raised
more than $2,500 for
Real Life, My Music,
whose mission istocre-

MICHELE FIND

Husband and wife entrepreneurs Julie and JimWelsh own Amaze Travel.

No two trips are alike.

Q: How didyou go from
working for firmsto
opening your own trav-
el agency?

Jim: We Ve been fortu-
nate to travel a lot in our
livesand we saw how the
travel agents would work
withus- orwithour
families - tosetup trips,
so thatswhat gave us an
indication to see what
was possible in this
space. Inspired by that,
we saw there was this
opportunity toprovide
this service.

Q: Therewasn"taeureka
moment?

Julie: No. Itwasnt
overnight. But, itskind
of thedream. We had
these great finance ca-
reers and that gave us all
the confidence in the
world thatwe could runa
business. It% like that
question: Ifyou could win
the lottery, what would
you do? It5 hard, until
you are in that situation
and you try todefine your
passion, you dontthink
about it

Q: Sowho saheadon
the country count?

Jim: Imight be slight-
ly ahead on Julie.

Julie: 1 think I
around 26? 23? Idont
know.

Jim: 1think Julie isat
23,and I'm at 26 or 27.

Q: Do you keep score?

Jim: Its hard for ei-
ther one of us to get
ahead now because we
travel somuch together.
But we do sometimes
travel separately.

Q: What qualifiessome-
one to be a luxury travel
expert?

Julie: Itsnot regulated
like the CPA or bar exam.
Anybody can technically
call themselves a travel
adviser. 1did go through
a certification process
because inmy finance
world, I'm used tohaving
credentials aftermy
name. But, inrealitywhat
makes you a luxury trav-
el expert isyour first
hand experience, and
your relationships on the
ground. And also having
that high-touch sense of
service.

Q: How much didyou
invest to startyour busi-
ness?

Julie: Not much.

Jim: We are all self-

financed. The start-up
costs are not tremendous-
ly high. lwould estimate
them tobe $30,000 to
$40,000.

Q: What isthe future of
trael?

Julie: Itsall about
service, the generations,
especially thatare com-
ing up, they want per-
sonal experiences. People
want toexperience
places that are local.
They want tospend a
month there, not a four-
day weekend. So, what
they want todo isto go,
and feel like they have
actually experienced the
place, not just checked

off the major sitesand
taken their photos.

Q: Do you have any
sense that thisnew
immigration situation
from the president”s
executive orderswill
affectyour business?

Jim: Itsa great ques-
tionand we stay on top of
current events, whatever
the issues of the day are.
We have partners
throughout the world we
can reach out to. It%
probably too early to tll.
There isa lot of wait-and-
see.

Q: What advice do you
have for other entrepre-
neurs?

Passages

Obituaries, Memories & Rememberances

How to reach s:

1-800-579-7355 mfax 313-496-4968 =ww.mldeat.hnotices.com

Deadlines:

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers = Tuesday, 4:

Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

SITLOS

PATRICIA ANNE Age 76. of
Troy, Michigan, passed away
on February 8th, 2017 from
pneumonia after a six month
battle with brain cancer.
Patriciawas born on August
29th, 1940, the daughter of
Justinand Inga Qullen. She
graduated from Troy High
School, then went on to
receive a Bachelor®s Degree
inEnglish from Wayne State
Uhiversity. Patricia issurvived
by her two Jill
(Sean) Durocher of Sterling
Heights and Robyn (Jacob)
Brandenburg of Berkley,

her sister Alice (David) Case
of Troy, her nephew Daniel
(Sandy) Case of Rochester, her
niece Sarah Case of Livonia,
her grandchi ldren Abraharm
and Otto Brandenburg, and
her great-niece Madison Case.
A memorial service will be
held inthe spring at her home
o celebrate her life. Patricia
had retired from her career
inMedical Transcription. She
was a devoted grandmother
and an avid crossword puzzle
fan. Patriciawas preceded in
death by both of her parents-
Justin and Inga Qullen, and her
brother Michael Qullen.

May peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow.

GONZALEZ

RAFAEL MANUEL, MD
January 2, 2017, Age
85. Former resident of
Birmingham, MI and longtime
chilld psychiatrist practicing
inmetro Detroit. Devoted
husband of the late Joan
(nee O"Neilll) and Elizabeth
(nee Mollicone). Proud father
of Ellen Potter (Ross), Mary
Scher (Adam), Rafeel X.
(Jet), Maria Olson Qavid),
Juan Carlos Ulia), Alex
(Jary), and stepfather of Bic
Stillmen. Devoted grandfather
o Matthew, Kardin, Maria,
Robert, Maxwell, Claire,
and Enmily. Brother of Juan
Manuel and the late Olga
Margarita. Dear Uncle to an
extended family of nephews
and nieces. Memorial Mass
Saturday, May 6. 2017 at 12
Noon at Holy Name Catholic
Church, 630 Harmon St,
Birmingham, MI. In lieuof
floners, donations may be
made to Boys Republic “Dr.
Rafael Gonzalez Scholarship
Fund” inChino, Califomia
orthe ‘Dr. G Memorial
Educational Scholarship Fund™
at St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher
Center in Detroit, Michigan
orww.svsfcenter.org.A.J.
Desmond & Sons,
248-362-2500.

View doituary and

share memories at

AJDesmond.com

ate a safer and healthier
Detroit for school chil-
dren by providing them
access to quality after-
school programming that
emphasizes training in
fine arts, specifically
music and dance.

“This event isexactly
what Real Life, My Mu -
sic isabout,” charity
founder Lena Pemell
said as she thanked the
P-CEP students. “Our
programs bridge the gap
for students that attend
the many Detroit schools
that have no art or music
programs.”

Sexton and Partain
spent countless hours
arranging the event. Not
only did they secure the
theater, create stage
props, advertise the show
and direct the perfor-
mances, they also con-
vinced dozens of their
high school peers to help
by performing inthe
event. In the fall, Sexton
plans to attend Western
Michigan University and
study music therapy.
Partain plans to attend
Michigan State and pur-
sue a law degree.

JIMAND JULIE
WELSH

Titdes: Cofounders

Ages: Jim, 37; Julie, 38

Jim"s education: Bachelor"s
degree, accounting, Univer-
sity of Detroit Mercy; master-s
degree, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Julie"s education: Bachelor’s
degree, accounting, Michigan
State University; bachelor"s
degree inteaching, University
of Detroit Mercy.

Family: Cabo, a 13-year-old
dog; expecting a daughter
Hobbies: Jim, country music,
history; Julie, live music,
boating

Cars: 2015 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee, 2004 Jeep Liberty
Organizations: Autism
Alliance of Michigan, Imer-
man Angels, City Year Detroit

Julie: The hardest
work, the most effortyou
should put iniswhen you
are developing your busi-
ness profile. That isthe
time todo your due dili-
gence. Once you have
that set, that isyour guid-
ing light. As soon as you
open the doors, people
are going towant togive
you advice, and you are
going towant to follow it,
and you are going towant
to try everything. But,
you need toask yourself,
“Does this followmy
initial profile and vi-
sion?” If itdoesnt, then
you are working against
yourself.

View Online
www . hometownl ife.com

00 p-m. for Thursday papers

SEREY

CHARLES EUGENE Age 22,
February 21,2017 Beloved
husband of Dorothy for 66
years. Loving father of Greg
(Barbara), Becky (Tom) Bertha,
Joel and Mary Beth (Don)
Johnson. Dear grandfather of
Andy, Ryan (Lauren), Jessica
(vaty), Kristin (Kevin), Jeremy,
Alexa, Cole and Evan. Great
grandfather of Mya, Luke,
Abby, Melody and lare. A
Fureral Service was held
atthe R.G. & G.R. Harris
Funeral Home, 31551 Ford
Rd., Garden City, Saturday,
February 25, 2017, at 11 a.m.
A visitatimwas held on Friday
from 3 -8 p.m. Memorial
contributions may be directed
tD.AV. Please sharea
memory of Charles at

www. rggrharris.com.

nienwiy ofyour
loved one. ..

...brinyyou peace.
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EH LINCOLN mm ill ii Row!
Find out why.
Grand River atWixom Road mn Novi

(800) 240-8730 IvarsityLincoln.com

Over 800 Vehicles Ready To Gol!

Complimentary 6-Year/100,000-M1le
Warranty on Every Certified
Pre-Owned Lincoln!

=N Certified
lanager’s Special

2014 Lincoln
NavigatorL 4 WD

«Climate Control Financing as low as

J z sPower Liftgate 0 I S
0.9%APR!
52>- i .1N
OW ONLY
STK #:43334 2 %5
2014 Lincoln MK Z F WP _ A 2015 Lincoln M K Z HybkidirdFWD 1 2014 LincolnM K Z Hybrid F WD

eBluetooth Connection
*Rear Bench Seat
*Only 28,250 miles

eBluetooth Connection
«Climate Control
*Only 28,796 miles

NOW ONLY

$18,995

2015 Lincoln M K X A WD

ePower Steering
eBluetooth Connection
*Only 52,369 miles

NOW ONLY

$22,995

2013 Lincoln Navigator L 4 WD

NOW ONLY

ns,995

2014 Lincoln MK S AWD

nmKB
eMulti-Zone A/C
*Remote Engine Start
*Only 20,502 miles

NOW ONLY

eTraction Control
«Stability Control
*Only 55,879 miles

NOW ONLY

elLeather Seats
*Keyless Start
*Only 21,833 miles

NOW ONLY

2014 Lincoln M K X

ij Ho.
SSWHMIIB

$25,995

$31,995

FWwo 2014 Lincoln M K C F WD

v d
mKeyless Entry
*Only 13,550 miles

J *Bluetooth Connection

2014 Lincoln M K Z

$29,995

F WD

| -Bucket Seats
«Climate Control
-Only 58,619 miles

2015 LincolnM K Z AWD 2015 Lincoln M K C Black Label 2015 Lincoln M K Z Hybrid F WD

A WD
eKeyless Start *Bluetooth Connection *Keyless Entry
ePower Windows «Satellite Radio eMulti-Zone A/C
«Only 25,363 miles «Only 4,185 miles «0nly 39,042 miles
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY NOW ONLY
$24 ,995 $30, 995 $19,995
2014 Lincoln M KT LeoBoostA WD

«Bluetooth Connection! CheCk I'toutl
eClimate Control =
*Only 34,135 miles -

2014 Lincoln
NOW ONLY
$29 995 M K S A W D

’
eMulti-Zone A/C
2015 Lincoln M K Z Hybrid F WD <Remote Engine Start
Ceilf/irtl! «Only 25,246 miles

eMulti-Zone A/C
<Bucket Seats N O W O N LY
*Only 36,366 miles $2 1 9 5 -
NOW ONLY STK #:43365 !9

$19,995

11STrS.

* Meticulous 200-point inspection by

||| II' ™ » Vv S

Grand RiveratWixom Rd in Novi

. 6-yea7/100,000-mile comprehensive

(800) 240-8730 IvVarsityLincoln.conm
warranty coverage

THE SALE ISON.._.SAVE THOUSANDS

“Based on 1/2017 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. "As lowas 0.9% APR forup to48 months on
select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change atany time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Price does
not include tax. title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory and pricing subject to change. See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 2/28/17.

-complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance
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PREP WRESTLING

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton High School alum Alec Pantaleo (left), shown during a 2016 Team USA practice gearing
up for the an international tournament, echoes otherswho consider wrestling to be the

toughest grind for any prep athlete.

Rockets’ Mars shoots for the stars

His deception, cool exterior make ittough for opponents

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

When Mikey Mars gets on the mat
for Westland John Glenn, he s cool on
the outside, but fiercely competitive on
the inside.

The trick isnot overdoing any move
inhiswrestling tool box or giving oppo-
nents toomuch ofa peek.

“Im probably a defensive wrestler
right now, but I'm trying towork toward
being more ofan aggressive wrestler,”
said Mars, who has racked up 31 wins in
arow toimprove to53-2on the season
entering the Division 1 individual state
finalsMarch 2-4atThe Palace of Au-
burn Hills. “I like sitting back waiting

ON TO THE FINALS

What: 2017 MHSAA Individual Wrestling
State Championships

When: March 2-4

Where: The Palace of Auburn Hills

Tidkets: $11 per session GA; $12 per session
reserved; $55 all-sessions @ll prices include
parking)

for them tomake theirmove and I react
to that. It5 justhow Ive always wres-
tledand I've gotten really good at it

“lwouldn’trecommend thisstyle of
wrestling, 17d rather be aggressive, but
itworks forme.”

See MARS, Page B2

TIM SMITH, EDITOR

TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-926-2237
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N SPORTS

Nothing tests prep athletes from physical and
mental standpoint the way wrestling does

hometownlife.com

b 3605 By 0 GRGR SR
wrestling.
Take itfrom Livonia
I Franklins David Chiola,
I a guy who has wrestled
and coached the sport most of his life.

Six minutes on the mat during a
match prove beyond a doubt that wres-
tling is the toughest challenge - both
mentally and physically — for high
school athletes to contend with.

“There isnothing tougher to do in
high school,” said Chiola, who wrestled
at now-closed Redford Bishop Borgess
and isa longtime coach with the Patri-
ots. “And I challenge anyone to think
something is tougher. Anyone that
thinks other sports are, all you have to
do is find someone who does both
sports and ask them.

“ldon’care if its foothall, lacrosse,
swimming. Theresnothing tougher.”

Can"tcut it
With a knowing nod, Chiola bottom-
lined itabout just how tough itis.

“IVe had more than a dozen kids
that have gone off to Marine boot
camp come back and say wrestling
was tougher,” Chiola said. “And that}
coming from guys that are adults
now.”

Football players might think they
can handle joining the wrestling team.
But then they find out practice begins
with a two-mile run and opt out.

“The funny thing is, we start our
practice running two miles,” Chiola
said. “And lhave so many kids that go,
T could never wrestle, you guys run
two miles.” I like, that’ the easiest
thing we do the entire practice. The
entire practice ...and we have kids that
won tjoin because of it.”

They are doing all that “on maybe a
granola bar and a sandwich. They
didntget toeata full breakfast or full
dinner.”

Don tforget actual wrestling, fol-
lowed by agonizing sprints.

“Even ifyou were going tomake
everything even (with other sports),
like our 2/2hour practice, these guys
will go home tonight, weigh their food,

See WRESTLING, Page B3

John Glenn's
Mikey Mars
displays his
stance, which
opponents will
see at the state
finals.

JUNFU HAN |STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
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PREP WRESTLING

Patriots’

With eye on another

champronship, Franklin

senior tirelessly works
to add to arsenal

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Not every high school wrestler has a
move named afterhim but, then again,
there arenttoomany likeLivonia
FranklinsNathan Atienza.

He isaffable. He isunflappable. He
isunstoppable.

Consider that the 17-year-old went
undefeated as a junior in 2015-16, going
57-0 and ultimately capturing the indi-
vidual state championship at 145
pounds.

What has Atienza done foran encore
inhis senior year with the Patriots?
After moving up the ladder to the 152-
pound weight class he did lose amatch
- inthe final bout of the Wayne County
Championships inDecember.

That remains the lone blemish on his
record as he takes a 54-1 mark into the
Division lindividual state finalsMarch
2-4at The Palace of Auburn Hills.

And Atienza hasn’tforgotten that
loss or the sick feeling in his stomach
that came with it

“Lastyear, lwas an undefeated state
champion, so lknow I got to hold myself
to that standard,” Atienza said during a
recent practice. “Itdefinitely lita fire
underneath me. Icame into the seasona
littlemore lazy, more nonchalant about
itall. Just comfy, not working as hard as
I should have been.

“After I lost, itmade me realize |
needed topush myself again, startdo-
ing the right things so Idon thave to
feel like that ever again.”

Longtime Franklin coach David
Chiolawishes he could get the recipe to
what drives Atienza- for that, matter
any Atienza. Older brother Jordan
Atienzawas a Franklin state champion
who now isenjoying success at Central
Michigan University.

Chiola could then take the Atienza
mix of physical talent, inner drive,
work ethic and disdain for defeat and
serve itup every season to the next
batch of Patriots.

“ldon’tthink anybody in this room,
possibly including me, knows what he
does in the off-season,” Chiola said. “He
basically makes ita 12-month-a-year
sport. He goes to tournaments all over
the country, he trains with different
people, different places with different
coaches. And once the match starts, he’
total confidence. He % incontrol of a
match from start to finish. He just
knows what he s going to do.

“And hesgot such awide variety of
moves that the opponent can never
scout him.”

Always incontrol

Chiola said other wrestlersmight
have a go-tomove, such as the “fireman
carry” take-down.

So the game planwhen going up
against such an opponent isclear -
avoid getting intoa situationwhere that
move comes intoplay.

“Don tget fireman and youllbe
good,” Chiola said about that scenario.
“But (with Atienza), theresnoway you
can scout against him, hesgotsomany
moves he can hit.

“And hesogood on the mat, youVve
got all-state wrestlers that are afraid to
goon themat with him and go down.
They Il stay on their feet, but he s really

MARS

Continued from Page Bl

Yes, itdoes. After winning state
titles in 2015 at 103 pounds and lastyear
at 112, Mars is setting his sights on
getting to the top of The Palace podiunm
in the 119-pound weight class.

At the Saline-hosted D1 individual
regional, Mars ensured his third trip to
the finals with a hard-fought pin in5:14
against Ann Arbor PioneersRayvon
Foley, who entered the regional cham-
pionship match-up with just two losses
in 52 bouts.

No worries

“He 5an easy kid to coach,” John
Glenn coach Bill Polk said about Mars.
“He works hard, he does a lot in the
off-season. You donthave toride him
about doing what he s supposed to be
doing tobecome a good wrestler be-
cause he knows all that.

“He Svery self-motivated, he never
misses practice. Theressome things
every wrestler has towork on. There’
some things that we Te working on with
Mike that he s being a little stubborn
about - which, that’ justwrestling.
Everybody s got toovercome some
things. Nobody % perfect.

“But as far as (that), Iwish Icould
clone him. You cantask for a kid to
work harder, take itserious and be
motivated, be there every day and be a
leader inalmost every fashion.”

Mars also isenough of a student of
the sport to know he might need to
tweak some parts of his approach. He
already isa 10-year wrestling veteran,
having begun ata young age with the
John Glenn Bottle Rockets youth pro-
gram.

"l want tochange as an individual,

Atienza always a step ahead
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Nathan Atienza (right) observes as Livonia Franklin coach David Chiola gives a demonstration to sophomore Marino DiPonio.

good on his feet now. His first couple
years, he wasn’tas dominant on his feet
as he isnow. Now hessogood on his
feet...theres no positionwhere hesnot
in control of the match.”

Because Atienza has themind ofa
computer togo along with his strong,
powerful and nimble body, he isthink-
ingamove or two ahead of the other

A

y“One of the reasonsNathan isso
good ishe uses hismind the entire time.
He 5 likea coach out there,” Chiola said.
“Fact is,when we sitinhis corner, we
don’tcoach himasmuch as justwatch
for littlethings tohelp him or look for
rule violations to point out to the ref. He
knows what he sdoing the whole time.

“Some kids need more help. He 3

pretty polished right now. He s gotover
200 wins under hisbeltand only a hand-
ful of losses.”

Atienza®s trademark

Atienza, already signed towrestle at
Michigan State University, brings a
215-15 career record into the individual
finals.

0f course, the X-factor inAtienza
matches might be something they call
“The Nathan” around Franklin.

“He knows enough moves and he’
good at showing them,” Chiola said.
“Nathan, he has a couple moves we
actually named after him because he
hits them so often.

“One isjustcalled The Nathan,’
where he does that wing-half, where its
just so tight. He Spinned kids at the
state tournament with it We just called
itafter him. When we re showing it, he
shows it We dontshow it,because he
knows itbetter than us.”

Atienza chuckled when asked about
that move.

“Itsachickenwing. You geta chick-
enwingon one side and usually you
jump over to the other side and you put
ina half,” he said. “Whichever side he
starts leaning against, then you jump to
the other side and pin with it

“Itsa top-wrestlingmove. Itsmy
favoritemove on topand (I™m) kind of
notorious for it I hit iton justabout
anybody.”

Brother act

Chances are, he learned the move
from hiswrestling fanily, maybe from

,-ESISi-":

CHAMPIONS ARE NOT BORN. THEY ARAMFIOE!
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Livonia Franklin senior wrestler Nathan Atienza isgoing for a second straight individual title.

Jordan (a 2014 Franklin graduate who
went 223-19 in his prep career) or his
dad, Armand Atienza.

According toAtienza, the day he
walked into the Franklin wrestling
room as a ninth-grader, he knew he had
a family tradition to follow. All he had to
do was lookaround the room fora re-
minder, because Jordan was a senior
that year.

“lknew I'had a lotof people looking
atme when lwas coming inhere,”
Atienza said. “So ithelped me focus
myselfand made me realize Ineeded to
do the right things and work hard, all
these other things so I could uphold my
family name and make aname formy -
self.”

Chiola, meanwhile, said ithas been
an honor to coach both of the Atienza
brothers. Yet both brought distinct
personalities and leadership approach-
es to the team.

"Thatswho he looked up to the most
and probably still does," Chiola said.

JUNFU HAN |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cranking up the intensity during a John Glenn practice are Mikey Mars (right) and Isaac Lefler.

because I know I need tobe more ag-
gressiveon my feet if I really want to
win and keep winning,”Mars said earli-
er in the season.

Imagine what opponents might think
ifa wrestler with two state champi -
onships under his beltand another
season left with the Rockets employs
new moves or cranks up his level of
aggressiveness.

Yet Polk knows it5s tougher to hita
moving target. So he suggests toMars
that he add to his arsenal.

“lwould never try tochange his
style ina lotof ways, because he wins,
obviously,” Polk said. “He 5a two-time

state champ. But with that, theresa
target on your head and people are
starting to close the gap.

“So he % got to keep changing and
keep evolving as a wrestler and the
way hesgoing to do that is offensively.
Ifhe keeps adding, he s going to keep
winning state titles.”

Always on go
Meanwhile, Mars said his year-long
training regimen isonly part of the
equation when ftcomes to success.
Being part of a strong high school
team with other championship contend-
ers isinvaluable, for the peer pressure

“And Jordan even comes insometimes.
When heshome (fromCMU), we’ll
have him run a practice. You can see the
same admirationwhen he goes up to
him.

“They were both captains; they were
different kinds of captains. Jordan was
more ofa dictator and didn*tcare if
anybody liked him. Nathan likes tobe
friends with the guys, so he doesn’tbhark
out the orders asmuch. They re differ-
ent in that respect, but they re both
good captains in theirown way.”

Nathan Atienza makes sure to tell his
teammates to train, sharpen all aspects
of their game, get as fitand confident as
possible- and try to have some fun
while theyTe at it

Thatssometimes not an easy pitch to
make.

And he has the most fun standing on
the top step of The Palace podium.

tsmith@hometoanlife.con
Twrtter: @TimSmith_Sports

PALACE-BOUND

OTHER AREA QUALIFIERS: Russ Rusnell
(Franklin, 103); Kyle Borthwell (John Glenn,
112); Mikey Mars (John Glenn, 119); Isaac Lefler
(John Glenn, 125); Christian Zimmerman (Luth.
West., 125); Nick Daniels (Wayne, 130); Joseph
Sanchez (Cville, 130); Larry Elliott (RU, 130);
Anthony Gibson (John Glenn, 135); Tarik
Alcodray (Stevenson, 140); Andy Faith (Luth.
West., 140); John Siemasz (John Glenn, 145);
Kenny Vadnais (RU, 145); Nathan Atienza
(Franklin, 152); Bruce Haslitt (Salem, 152);
David Means (Cville, 171); Lional Cornish (John
Glenn, 189); JaWuan Peete (John Glenn, 215);
Emmanuel Willie (Franklin, 215); Nick Glinn
(Luth. West., 215); Brandon Carreathers (John
Glenn, 285); Anthony Calloway (Wayne, 285).

alone.

“It definitely helps. Everybody %
working as hard as they can,” Mars
said. “We push, everyone wants tobe
the best on the team. Ifwe do sprints,
everybody wants to be No. 1,sowe all
push each other.”

Team camaraderie also issomething
that has made Mars continue to grow as
awrestler and as a person as hisbril-
liant career keeps evolving.

“It definitely helps that we push
each other and, every day we know we
can rely on each other,” said Mars, who
will have seven John Glenn teammates
traveling to The Palace with him -
including individual regional champi -
ons JaWuan Peete (215) and Anthony
Gibson (135).

Chances are, some of Mars ’attitude
has been rubbing off on them. All he
cares about iswrestling and winning
and he doesntworry about things he
cantcontrol.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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High school wrestlers find out there*smuch more to the sport than they might have envisioned. Here, Livonia Franklin"s Nathan Atienza leads

teammates during practice sprints.

WRESTLING

Continued from Page Bl

go out and run extra to lose whatever
they ate,"” Chiola said. “The whole
weight-cutting thing, theyllcome to
my room tomorrow morning to check
their weight.

“So itsa 24-hour thing. You cant
wake up inthe middle of the night and
say, Hey, Im thirsty, I think I’'llhave a
glass of water.’No, you can’thave a
glass of water. You already had your
water allotment for the day. Itsa lot of
mental toughness.”

The assertion that nothing tops the
sixminutes of a wrestling match in
athletic difficulty isargued somewhat
by Salem senior all-state distance
swimmer Phillip Collingwood.

"Full respect to wrestlers, because
they are able to take physical punish-
ment, give itout, outsmart your oppo-
nent,” said Col lingwood, one of the
area’s top 500-yard freestylers. "I think
thats where swimming has that differ-
ent aspect. Which is, theresno way to
outstrategize.

"Whoever works the hardest, whoev-
er hurts the most, wins inswimming.

In wrestling, you could know a hetter
technique or have a better move or be
able to execute something."

Ultimate grind

Of course, there is the physical
battle each prep wrestler faces inev-
ery practice, as well as under the spot-
light in matches - which for elite-
level wrestlers such as Franklin senior
Nathan Atienza and Westland John
Glenn junior Mikey Mars, will escalate
until the Division 1 individual state
finalsMarch 2-4 at The Palace of Au -
burn Hills.

“It’s the hardest six minutes out
there,” said Atienza, who went un-
defeated in 2015-16 and entered indi-
vidual regionals with just one loss this
season. “Its just you out there against
your opponent and you re pushing
yourselves to the absolute limit.

"Theres no breaks, just two Kids,
two warriors really, just going at it for
six minutes as hard as they can, trying
to better themselves and try to be bet-
ter than the other kid.”

Mars, a two-time individual champi-
on for the Rockets, said being mentally
strong is the key ingredient towres-
tling success.

“Mental toughness, just being
strong-minded and iron-willed, that’
the most important thing,” Mars said.
“Because then you can always push
yourself past your breaking point.”

Former Canton all-stater and Uni-
versity of Michigan wrestler Alec
Pantaleo described wrestling as a “dis-
cipline”more than a sport.

“The thing with wrestling, you can
look at basketball, you can look at foot-
ball,” Pantaleo said. “It%s like, when
youre not playing well, when you e
doing as great as you should be, you
can be pulled off to the side and put on
the bench and catch your breath.

“With wrestling, its complete oppo-
site. You have to get stronger as the
match goes on. As you start diving into
the hard work and real nitty-gritty of
it, you have to keep pushing forward.

“Thatswhy I look at wrestling as
more of a discipline than a sport. It
really isyou against yourself out there.
Its hard to keep pushing through when
you don’twant to. And you can"t say
the same thing about the sports where
you can rely on other people to help
you win.”

Ittakes sacrifice

Although returning to The Palace
podium obviously drives wrestlers
such as Atienza and Mars - Pantaleo
also enjoyed that thrill during his ca-
reer with the Chiefs - the daily grind
away from cheering crowds issome-
thing that can separate the wheat from
the chaff.

It is tough and can be lonely. But
supreme sacrifice isneeded inorder to
get through up to three, two-minute
periods — evenmore ifthere isover-

time.
No one wants the embarrassment of

“There3 no breaks, just
two kids, two warriors
really, Justgoing at rtfor
sixminutes as hard as they
can, trying to better
themselves and try to be
better than the other kid.”

NATHAN ATIENZA
Livonia Franklin wrestler

being in control for 5:59 only to let
victory slip away in the final second.
After all, there might be hell to pay at
the next day % practice.

“You got to go for the whole six
minutes,” Franklin’ Chiola said. “And
I've seen that, too. We condition for
that third period. I get reallymad at
my kids that get pinned in the firstor
the second. I'm like, You just threw all
your conditioning out the window.’

“You e training for that third peri-
od. Right now (in practice), they’re
doing a thing where one guy stays in
for five minutes. And you’ll notice, that
at the end of the five minutes, the guy
ismuch easier to take down.

“Thats the whole premise ina meet,
get a kid to that fifth minute, sixth
minute and hesamuch differentwres-
tler. Everybody s good for a minute or
two.”

"A lot of sacrificel

John Glenn head coach Bill Polk
concurred that being able to compete
on the mat - and have any kind of
success — iIsabout individual dedica-
tion and sacrifice. Not even football
two-a-days can measure up towres-
tling in those areas.

“I believe itiswithin one’s self,”
said Polk, another former prep wres-
tler. “This sport takes a lot of sacrifice
inevery aspect. Opponents are road-
blocks. Ifyou prepare more and have
confidence from your preparation,
usually you will prevail.

"Wrestling six minutes can seem to
lasta tremendous amount of time long-
er ifyou have not prepared correctly.”

Polk did tip his cap to what athletes
in other sports do endure, however.

“I do feel all sports have a special
part of itsmake-up that makes them
all tough,” Polk said. “But I1do feel
wrestling is the toughest. Wrestling
has everything. You need conditioning,
discipline, pressure, smarts and the
ability toperform as a team and an
individual at the same time.

“When you are on the mat, the spot-
light ison you, no one else. You have to
be able to use nervous energy ina
positive manner.”

Veteran Farmington coach Al Beyar
said the six minutes of a high school
wrestling match testan athlete like no
other competition can. One reason is
the way the sport is structured, with
three, two-minute periods with virtu-
ally no time to recharge.

"It just takes a unique individual to
be that tough to go six minutes," Beyar
said. "You dontreally get any rest time
between periods. You get just enough
time to get set and go again.

"And if theres any type of bleeding,
you stop just long enough to get it
fixed. You don’thave time toget a
drink. You can’call a timeout. Yeah, |
think you can call it the toughest six
minutes inhigh school sports. Easily."

Beyar agreed with Pantaleo that
wrestlers are pretty much out on an
island, with nobody else to blame or
pass the baton to if things go south.

"In football, a team has 11 players.
You can always say someone didntdo
their job," Beyar said. "Like, we didnt
score a touchdown because someone
didntblock or I missed the tackle
because somebody else didn’tdo what
they were supposed to.

"But inwrestling, you e out there
by yourself. There% no one else to put
the blame on. But the good part isyou
can get all the accolades, because you
did rtall yourself."

Tougher than ever

Salem head coach Jeremy Hen-
derson also knows from personal expe-

rience what wrestling can do toa high
school athlete’ physical and mental
well-being. He earned an individual
championship for the Rocks in 2006
and now isworking tobring his old
high school back to prominence.

“Even when you win, ithurts, but
you know deep down that every inch of
you was put into that match and you
would die to get your hand raised,”
Henderson said. “It is the most humble
sport. You have to shake the hand of an
opponent that just manhandled you on
the mat and (you) might have to face
him again ina week.

“Itisa grind every day in practice
and your body ispushed to the limit,
even when you don"t want itto be since
there are others that are coming after
you on your own team every day. Six
minutes on a mat feels like an hour.”

According to Chiola, there isanoth-
er reason why high school wrestlers
have to buckle up for a long, hard,
strenuous ride if that is the sport they
pursue.

Everybody isworking justas hard,
at year-long camps, clinicsand inopen
wrestling rooms where rivals during
the season test each other to the max.

Chiola smiles when he thinks back
tohow prep wrestling was back when
he was at Borgess in the late 1970s.

He Switnessed a lot of change from
the sidelines, too, since he is inhis 37th
year as a high school coach.

“Kids are starting at a really young
age,” Chiola said. “You had a few kids
do that back then. But now, you have
more freshmen at the state meet inone
weight class than you did in the entire
state meet back when lwrestled.

“They Te starting younger and
theyTe coming intoninth grade more
polished. Kids are doing a lotmore
open mats and clinics, so they know
each other.”

The presence of social media is
another example of what wrestlers in
2017 experience.

“You get more matches online, rank-
ings online, you get more egos in-
volved,” Chiola said.

Prepares for life

Yet ifmore kids tap into tweets and
other tidbits of information for in-
spiration or motivation, they dont
mind delving into Dan Gable*s un-
written “bible” of the sport as fash-
ioned over decades of dominance as a
wrestler and coach.

Pantaleo, who in 2016 competed for
the United States Junior Olympics
wrestling team in Italy, could not hold
back on his praise of Gable - who was
an All-America wrestler who went on
to coach the University of lowa to 15
NCAA championships.

“Therea quote, Dan Gable said it,”
Pantaleo said. “He said, "The firstperi-
od iswon by the fastest wrestler, the
second period iswon by the most tech-
nical wrestler and the third period is
won by the wrestler with the most
heart."”

Even more to the point, Polk quoted
Gable as saying: “Once you have wres-
tled, everything else iseasy."

And those who have stuck with the
sport despite all the gut-wrenching
workouts, constant weight checks and
inner and outer turmoil of all kinds
will tell you they would do itall over
again.

As far as Pantaleo is concerned, he’
glad that wrestling is so tough, because
itprepares athletes for lifes subse-
quent challenges.

“With wrestling, itdoes weed out
and itdoes make people stronger,”
Pantaleo said. “Itshows a lot of charac-
ter. You can tell someone who breaks
under pressure and canthandle a lot
of pressure being put on them on the
wrestling mat. Thats very visible to
see.

“And even though wrestling isonly
a small part of your life, I know it%
going to help me carry on. My job later
in life isgoing to all be about pressure
being put on me. Thankfully for me,
Illlknow I’llbe able to cope with that
stress and be able to push through it.”

Gable would be proud to hear that.

‘tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twrtter: @TimSmith_Sports
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PREP BASKETBALL

Plymouth

wins with

all-around
game

Salem wins; Warriors® Burk sets
new season scoring mark

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

The districts begin in just over a
week, but Plymouth’ varsity boys
basketball team already swung into
playoffmode with Friday night’s
spirited 65-52 win over Pinckney.

Plymouth (8-11) had several key
contributors, all helping the team
overcome the absence of junior An-
thony Crump (illness).

Leading theway with 22 points
and 17 rebounds was Tariq Woody,
while Joey Robb also had abiggame
(18 points, eight boards).

Other Wildcats to chip inincluded
Connor Bush (eight points), Troy
Aikens (seven points) and Justin
Reynolds (five points).

For Pinckney (10-8), Connor Chy-
noweth and Kolton Pavlicek tallied
13 and 12 points, respectively.

“Fantastic effort from our young
men tonight,” Plymouth head coach
Mike Soukup said. “Very good team
effort. Energy was good for most of
the night. Itwas our best defensive
effort of the season.”

SALEM 67, MILFORD 65: The
Rocks earned a hard-fought win over
Milford inthe KLAA boys basketball
tournament.

Spearheading the win was senior
Cameron Grace, who registered 17
points. Chipping inwith 14 points
each were seniors Camren Barden
and Kyle Winfrey.

Salem (8-11) will close out the
regular season Thursday atWater-
ford Mott.

Girls basketball

FRANKLIN ROAD 39, PLYMOUTH
CHRISTIAN 22: Daria Bobec 317
points, 11 rebounds and five blocks
proved tobe the difference Friday
as host Novi FranklinRoad Christian
(16-4,6-2) rolled toa Michigan In-
dependent Athletic Conference Blue
Divisionwin over Plymouth Chris-
tian (10-10, 3-5).

Senior guard Danielle Fusco add-
ed eight points for the victorious
Warriors, who jumped out to a 17-2
first quarter advantage and never
looked back. FranklinRoad made
4-0f-6 free throws.

Robin Albert scored six points for
the Eagles, who went 6-0f-10 from
the foul lire.

MILFORD 43, SALEM 36:0n
Thursday, senior guard Mallory
Barrett finished with 17 points, 11
rebounds, six stealsand three assists
as the Mavericks (7-13) downed the
host Rocks (5-15) inaKLAA consola-
tion bracket game.

Sophomore forward Allison Smith
tallied all seven of her points in the
second period as the teams were
deadlocked at 20-all at hal ftime

Barrett then scored eight of her
17 in the third quarter as Milford
outscored Salem, 14-8, to build at
34-28 advantage.

Senior guard Darby Scott paced
Salem with nine points.

BRIGHTON 44, CANTON 41: Ju-
lianna Pietilas 14-point effort lifted
Brighton to thisk LAA tournament
win over Canton on Thursday.

The Chiefs, led by Erin Hult (U
points) and Ashley Criscenti (eight
points), only shot 28 percent from
the floor.

“The ball needed to find the bot-
tom of the net a couple more times if
we were going tocome away witha
win,” Canton coach Rob Heitmeyer
said.

WLW 38, PLYMOUTH 29: In the
regular season finale Thursday,
Plymouth (9-11) fell short despite 14
points and 12 rebounds from Chantal
LeDoux. ElleMcCaslin and Becca
Przybylo each scored five while
Sydney McCaig added four.

“Every possession matters in
games like this,” Plymouth coach
Ryan Ballard said. “We either
missed a key layup or made a silly
foul. You cantdo this against well-
coached teams.”

TOM BEAUDOIN
TarigWoody (24), shown from earlier this
season, scored 22 points Friday for
Plymouth against Pinckney.



BOYS HOCKEY

State tournament encore:
Rocks, Tats to meet again

Salem and Plymouth face each
other for fifth straight postseason

Tim Smith
hometoanlife.com

When they drop the puck to start the
2017 boys hockey state tournament
Monday atPlymouth Cultural Center,
the two teams facing each other will be
very much accustomed to the scenario.

Thatsbecause itwill be the fifth
consecutive match-up of Salem and
Plymouth in the postseason.

This time around, the Rocks and
Wildcats will be engaged inaDivision 2
pre-regional tilt(7p.m.) and Salem head
coach Ryan Ossenmacher doesntex-
pect things will be any different than in
the previous four tourney meetings
(each team has won twice).

“Itsbeen thatway now for the fifth
year ina row thatwe Ve played each
other,” Ossenmacher said during Sa-
lemspractice Thursday afternoon. “I
think of those four, two went toover-
time, two went todouble overtime.
Might aswell just play the game right
now, start itindouble overtime and see
who wins.

“They re atough team toplay
against. They work hard, they don’tgive
away pucks. Itsbeen theirbrand of
hockey for the last few years. We know
we Ve got a battle and that, ifwe don’t
play well, theyTe going towin.”

Agreeing wholeheartedly isPly-
mouth head coach Gerry Vento.

“Opening up against Salen to start
the playoffs isa tough task,” Vento said.
“They have been playing as well as
anyone down the stretchand no doubt
we are going to have our hands full.

“Playoff success inhockey atany
level comes down to the same things,
playing disciplined, winning the special
teams and getting timely goaltending.

“The team that does those things the
best usually does well in the playoffs.
We are excited to get things going and to
see what happens.”

Ramping itup

The Rocks (13-9-2) and Wildcats (14-
10-1) both are state-ranked and battle-
tested, having faced a string of tough
KLAA and non-conference opponents
since the holidays to get ready.

“Itssomething we pride ourselves on
every year isbeing a second-half team,”
Ossenmacher said. “And thisyear isno
exception. I think thisyearwe Teaweek
or two later than normal, but we seem to
have found it

“We re playing our best hockey right
now, but Istill think, and I think these
guys agree, theresstill a littlebitmore
in the tank for us to find.”

Meanwhile, theRocks dontwant to
get too far in front of themselves. The
team still has Saturday regular season
finale against Berkley at Hazel Park.

“We really try togo one game ata
time, because ifyou get caught looking
ahead, thatsthemoment you never get
to,” 0ssenmacher said. “So for us, our
focus right now isnteven on Plymouth.
Our focus ison Saturdays game.”

The winner ofMonday 5 pre-regional
will advance to face Canton at 7 p.m.

COLLEGE BOWLING

“Its been thatway now for
the fifthyear ina row that
we Vveplayed each other. 1
think of those four, two
went toovertime, two went
todouble overtime.”

RYAN OSSENMACHER
Salem head coach

Wednesday, alsoatPlymouth Cultural
Center.

On the opposite side of the bracket
are Livonia Churchill, Woodhaven and
Trenton. The state-ranked Chargers
(27-7y will play Woodhaven at 7:30p.m.
Hiesday at TrentonsKennedy IceCen-
ter.

The host Trojans will face the winner
of that game at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, with
the championship game slated for Can-
tonsArctic Edge Arenaat7 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 4.

Final tuneups

Both Salem and Plymouth are staying
as sharp as possible inthe finalweek of
the regular season, with some close,
hard-fought games.

The Rocks defeated Romeo 6-50n
Tliesday, thanks toan overtime goal by

Shawn Weldon. Wednesday, Marty Mills
scored twice as Salem and Hartland
played toa 2-2 overtinme tie.

“You can probably put Hartland in
the top-two discussion, ifnot (for) the
best team in the state,” 0ssenmacher
said. “From that, we didwell. They went
up 2-1early inthe thirdandwe came
back to tie it

“So for us to go play two overtime
games ina row against two really qual-
ity opponents, thatsexactly what you’re
looking for to get ready for playoffs.”

Plymouth splitapair of games with
Northville, winning 4-2 before dropping
a 4-1 decision.

“I really liked our game against
Northville thatwe won 4-2,”Vento said.
“Ithought we carried the play (outshot
them 34-19) and played our most com-
plete game inall three zones.

“Our final game against Northville
was abitof a lackluster effort. I think
most minds were on our firstplayoff
game vs. Salem, which isunderstand-
able.

“With that being said, I still thought
we did some things well and most impor-
tantlywe came outof our lastgame with
no injuries or suspensions sowe should
have everyone available for our first
playoffgame.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Schoolcraft bowling teams off to nationals

Itwas twice as nice for the School -
craft College bowling teams at the
NJCAA Region 12Bowling Tourna-
ment, held Feb. 17 at Merri-Bowl Lanes,
as both themen 5and thewomen s
teams chased down first-place finishes
and secured berths in the national tour-
nament.

Though both teams ended up going
home with the hardware, they took two
completely different paths to get there.

The Lady Ocelots jumped out toan
early lead in the six-team tournament
and never looked back, leading by a
comfortable margin wire-to-wire. The
men made things a bitmore interest-
ing, trailing fast-becoming rival Ancilla
College after the doubles portion of the
tournament, then jumping ahead dur-
ing the singles matches, before having
to hold off one last rally from the ap-
propriately-named Chargers during the
Baker games.

“The pressure was on at the end
because Ancillawas right behind us
and we know they’re a good team and
what they e capable of,” individual
singles champ Cody Farr said. Itwas
Ancilla that handed the men % team its
only non-win of the year, a defeat at the
Laker Invitational on Feb. 3 inMt.
Pleasant. That was the first non-first-
place finish ina conference-only tour-
nament for the Schoolcraft men since
Feb. 27, 2015.

“Itwas good to see how our guys
responded when faced with a little
adversity," coach Patrick Yelsik said.
“Being able toclose and put a team
away, especially one as talented as
Ancilla, isbig and really says some-
thing about what this team ismade of.”

Farr rolled an impressive 643 three-
game series to take home the singles
crown. Right behind him insecond
place was fellow Ocelots freshman
Matt Gury with 621. Farr and Gury

JOHN KEMSKI

The Schoolcraft College men®s and women"s bowling teams celebrate their regional

championships.

were two of the six Ocelots tobe named
to the all-region team, along with Mat-
thew Westemeier, Lonnie Lawrence,
Ryan Gasparovich and Andrew Gury.

The ladies spun theirway toacom-
fortable 650-pin cushion over second-
place Muskegon. Freshman Kayla Jack-
son once again led the charge for
Schoolcraft, taking the singles title via
a 585 series as well as overall individ-
ual honors with an eight-game tally of
1,450 pins. Joining Jackson on the all-
region team were freshman Sharon
Kovacs and Livonia Franklin product
sophomore Ashley Schou, who finished
ninth in the overall individual standings
with a total pin fall of 1,197.

“For sophomores like myself, this
was the last time we re going to be
playing here (Merri-Bowl) and ithad

the potential to be the last time we suit-
ed up as an Ocelot,” Schou said. “We re
a prideful bunch, so even though itwas
a mentally and physically exhausting
day, we pulled together and were able
toperform well enough toadvance and
extend our season.”

Both Ocelots teams willnow com-
pete inthe NJCAA national tournament
March 3-4 inBuffalo, N.Y., where they
will square off against the best two-
year colleges from across the nation.

“We renow at apoint with our pro-
gram that just going to nationals isnt
the end goal of ours, we feel likewe can
really do something there,” Yelsik said.
“We Ve put inthe work. We Ve done the
hard part, now we just have todo what
we know we re capable of and have
some fun.”

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO
Schoolcraft College's Charles Penn takes a
jumper Wednesday night against Delta
College. At leftfor the Pioneers isSalem
alum Jonathan Swift.

Schoolcraft
breaks loose
to defeat
Delta, 64-48

Tim Smith
hametoamnlife.com

After scoring just 22 first-half
points Wednesday thanks to a claus-
trophobic zone defense by Delta
College, Abe Mashhour had a simple
intermission message for his School-
craft College men % basketbal | team.

“We don’twalk the ball up the
floor,” Mashhour said, recalling his
locker room chat. “Thatsnot what
we do and thats not what we re good
at.”

The good news about the opening
20 minutes was the Pioneers also
scored just 22 points. Schoolcraft
upped the tempo and the points fol-
lowed in the second half as the Oce-
lotscame away with a 64-48 victory.

With the Michigan Community
College Athletic Association victory,
No. 10-ranked Schoolcraft improved
to 19-5 overall and 11-2 in the confer-
ence, grabbing a share of first place
with Macomb.

“To their credit, they did a very
good job of slowing us down,”Mash-
hour said. “The first time (against
Delta), we scored over 50 against
them (inthe half) and 111 for the
game.

“So I'm sure theirgame planwas,
Hey, lets slow these guys down.”
They did a good job with their
match-up zone and they did slow us
down. For us, itwas amatter of be-
ing persistent inwhat we want to do.
In the first half, they wanted toslow
us down and we letthem slow us
down. You can’tplay the game that
way.”

Concurring was Schoolcraft assis-
tant coach Corey McKendry, former
Livonia Clarenceville head coach.

“First half, they played well and
we kind of struggled to adjust to
some of the things they were doing,”
McKendry said. “But in the second
half, we did anice job of playing and
moving the ball. (Sophomore for-
ward) Charles Penn had a really
good half for us and got us going.
Things are headed in the right direc-
tion for us.”

Penn led the Ocelots with 14
points and 10 rebounds, while sopho-
more forward TariigJones chipped
in 13 points and five boards.

Schoolcraft started to break loose
in the final two minutes of the first
half, when freshman guard D Angelo
Hansbro (12 points, four assists)
drained a pair of treys. The second
made ita 22-17 Ocelots lead with 1:34
left.

The Pioneers (9-13, 6-8) drew even
at 22-22 when sophomore guard and
Salemalum Jonathan Swift (a team-
high 12 points) made a pair of foul
shots in the final seconds. One of
Swifts Salem teammates, sopho-
more forward Allante Wheeler,
scored three points in the contest.

Early inthe second half, the Oce-
lots got itgoing on another 3-pointer,
thisone from freshman guard Ar-
mani Tinsley (six points).

Schoolcrafts lead finally reached
double digits with 10:15 remaining,
when sophomore guard Esa Abdul -
jami scored a bucket. He finished
with nine points.

Delta got closer a couple of times,
with Swift driving through the paint
for a layup tomake ita45-37 game
with 6:45 to go.

But the Ocelots finally broke
loose with a pair of three-point plays,
by Penn and Jones, just 1:40 apart.
That opened up a 54-39 lead with 4:18
remaining.

“We Te getting better in critical
areas, our execution is getting bet-
ter,” Mashhour said. “Our poise is
getting better. Remember, itwas a
new team; even though we have
some sophomores, we didn’thave a
lot of returners.”

SCWOMEN FALL: InWednesday’
opening game, the Schoolcraft Col-
legewomen s team lost 52-48 to Del -
ta. Scoring 16 points for the Ocelots
was sophomore guard Rainy
McCune. Schoolcraft dropped to
10-15 overall and 9-2 in the MCCAA,
while Delta improved to 14-9, 9-3.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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Should you consider an intemal career move?

BY MATTTARPEY
CAREERBUILDER

e tend to expect a

new job to be a step

up ora move forward
in our career, but career paths
are rarely a straight line. Ifyou
reach a point inyour career
where you feel stuck be-
cause of few opportunities for
advancement or an industry
that doesn t live up to expecta-
tions, your best option may be
a lateral shift.

And tomake a lateral career
move, you often donthave to
look beyond your currentem -
ployer. Here are some tips for
making a lateral career move
within your company:

Impress your
current boss

When people say look
before you leap, they usually
mean make sureyou have an
idea of where youll land. But
when making a lateral career
move, where you'e jumping
from isjust as important as
where you’re jumping to.

“First, you need to make
sure you are exceeding the
expectations of your supervi-
sor before you start to inquire
about openings inother
departments,”says Kolby
Goodman, owner of The Job
Huntr career services. ‘The
first person your potential
new boss will talk to is your
current boss, so you need to

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT

€3 CRREERBUILDER.CONnr

Careers

new beginnings...

Approved PERM ad

American Axle & Manufacturing. Inc.
has an opening for an Energy.
Engineer at Its locllily in Detroit,
Michigan. Job duties Include:

1. Handling utility and ener%%/_ usage
tracking using Microsott otti
excel; evaluating and
benchmarking the (acuities”
energy performance based on
metered enerFy usage and
production dala; B
Developing and Implementing
energy prelects which reduce
consumgtlon at energy to goals In
a manufacturing environment
. Performing ener%y audits, .
including ASHARE level Il audits,
to Identity energy efficiency
measures, whicn cover various
energy systems, Including heat
tronster furnaces using heal
transfer analysis, lighting,
cor_ni)_r@ssed air, and HVAC;
Utilizing energy software and

~

w

&~

developing_spreadsheet to perform

energy efficiency calculations with
pay back analysis, and writing
technical reports and performing
HVAC assessments and design
reviews.

5. Implementlng energy efficiency
roiecls to reduce energy
consumption of the AA M “facilities;
6. Reviewing and recommending new

technologies and products that
would positively Impact plant
energy consumption;

Developing estimates and written
descriptions of energy
convorsallon measures Insupport
at proposals and technical audits;
. Review measurement and

load

—~

o

neat treat and compressed a
. Develop regression models 1
predict future and expected energy
consumption based on solos and
weather data using energy
explorer.

10. Evaluating plant grpc.esses lor
oﬁtumum energy efficiency
through ener%y monitorin
systems and other stallstlco
methods, Including evaluation at
utility bills and manual meter
reading;

11. Analyzing data tram Internal and
external energy reports;

12. Travel tocompany locations, both
In the United Stales and
internationally.

©

Requirements: Position requires
Master*s degree inmechanical
engineering and 6 months experience
performing energy audits lor
Industrial facilities. Six months
experience In re?ul_red Ineach at the

_ tallowing:

Conducting energy assessments

for Industrial tacllltles

. Pertormlng ASHARE level Il
energy audits

. Conducting heat treat assessments
using heat transfer analysis

. Performing HVAC assessments
and design reviews

. Use of electrical theory tocreate
energy conversion tools and to
read building controls and
automation drawings

6. Use at simulation tools including
Mlcrosott office excel using
functions and macros

=

[2, N TR Y

Experience moy be obtained
concurrently.

Aﬂ\)licants should apply on line at
M.com/careers ond reference
lob 1D 1606.

Human Resources Manager
Vehma International of America

mmmmm

Administrative Assistant

Multi-task and prioritize work

For more details see the lob
posting on the Township website.

REAL ESTATE SALES

make sure you are performing
above and beyond.”

Start networking

You may not be leaving your
employer, but making an inter-
nal job change isdtill essen-
tially the same as a traditional
job search inmany ways.
Building and leveraging a pro-
fessional network is crucial to
any job search - internal shifts
included.

“Start early and build rela-
tionships. Identify the areas
where you potentially want to
pursue a role and then look
for the tonnectors’in those ar-
eas withwhom you can build
a relationship,” says Emily
Kapit, triple certified resume
writer and lead career strate-
gist at ReFresh Your Step,

1S53 GET ALERTS

Set up an email alert to receive
recommended Jobs each week.

> Engineering & IT

SENIOR

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Wonted InTroy, Michigan lo
conduct analytical structural
ond forming studies through
FEA techniques on aufomotlve
components and systems.

Send resume to:
Julie Metz

Inc., 750 Tower Drive
Mall Code 4000
Troy, M1 48098

LLC. “Initially, it5 less about
you moving and more about
an interest in that department,
S0 ask questions about their
work, the projects they work
on, and what changes they
see coming down the pipe-
lire. Build these relationships
since so many roles are filled
internally.”

Gain experience

With an internal lateral
move, you already have a foot
in the door. This gives you a
leg up on the competition - so
dontbe afraid to take advan-
tage of it

“Get involved in cross-de-
partmental projects,”Good-
man says. This will give you a
better look into other depart-
ments, the inner workings and

(H) POST RESUME

Encourage employers to contact you by

posting your resume online.

]

great O aks

LANDSCAPE

Great Oaks Landscape Associates has been a leader in the
landscaping industry for more than thirty years.
landscape design/construction and lawn/landscape maintenance
services for residential and commercial properties. As we continue
to grow our business, we are looking for candidates who are
interested in becoming members of our landscaping teams for the
following positions.

Landscape Construction

*Crew Foreman - Installation

‘Crew Foreman - Hardscape Installation
Equipment Operators (Heavy & Light)
‘Drivers - Construction

Reporting to IHe
DPW Administrator at

Plymouth Township. Part-Time.
Strong math

and computer skills
, Excel, databases).
t be able_to

Good customer_service skills,
good phone etiquette.

www.plymouthtwp.org

Skilled Laborers - installation, construction, hardscape

Lawn/Landscape Maintenance
‘Crew Foreman - Lawn Mice.

‘Crew Foreman - Gardening

“Spray Technicians (3a,3b,6)

- Lawn
WERTARY BRADES 35 - Vegetation
FARMINGTON HILLS -Tree & Shrub
. Part/full time, salary neg., . .
i SRR L 004 Skilled Laborers - Lawn Mtce. & Gardening

*Yard Supervisor - coordinate operations for yard and nursery,

outdoor fecilities management

We provide

GETTY IMAGES

operations and the manage-
ment styles and potential poli-
tics. Italso allows you to be
seen as a valuable contributor
outside of your own team.”

Check internal
job boards

Many companies like to fill
openings with internal hires,
often for the same reasons
you might be considering a
new position within the com-
pany.To make these moves
easier, some companies have
internal job boards for current
enployees to browse open
positions.

Always pay attention to up-
dates on internal job hoards.
[fmanagers of your own team
are helpful, sometimes they
can introduce you to other

FIND ADVICE

advice and career resources.

General

WAREHOUSE

ASSOCIATE

Duties Include:

Email resume to:
iobseklpamerica.com
or (ax to (248) 474-6086
Equal

Master Job search skillswith expert

pportunity Employer

teams for new opportunities
as well,”says Andy Chan,
founder of Prime Opt, a career
coaching center designed to
help professionals with inter-
national backgrounds land
jobs inthe U.S. “When possi-
ble, schedule informational in-
terviews with hiring managers
of other teams to gain insights
on what working on a particu-
lar team [is] like.”

Communicate

Searching for jobs while
currently employed isa tricky
situation to navigate. Thats
why Ken Kanara, managing
director at Ex-Consultants
Agency, which works with cli-
ents to place talent inperma-
nent and project-based roles,
says transparency is always
the recommended path. As
soon as you know youl like to
make a lateral move inthe or-
ganization and a real opportu-
nity exists, it5 critical to have
an open and honest conversa-
tion with your supervisor,” he
says. “Be honest about why
youve made the decision, and
lay out a transition plan so
they arent leftwith a problem.”

MattTarpey isa witerfor the
Advice & Resources section
on CareerBuilder.can. He
researches and writes about job
search strategy, career manage-
ment, hiring trends and work-
place Isses.

Local news.

KIP America isseeking a
temporary (approx. 3 mo.)
warehouse/shipping associate.
Hrs (ram 9-5:30pm, M -F
| package ports;
receive shipments; shlp/wlll call;
stock consumables; pull orders;
general warehouse maintenance.
Shipping experience a plus.

You donthave to fish for it

ItS right here, from the front
to the back of your Observer &

Eccentric Media newspapers.

"sy” Healthcare-Dental

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time for busr internol
n

medicine office In Troy.

Totally Local Coverage!

to subscribe, call: S66-857-2737

Musi hove excellent computer

skills, be oble lo multi-task and
good communication skills.

Email resume to:
devansnkhsmedegmall.c

omxvrj&Eccrx
....... MHD

om

Got tough shoes to fill?

When “helpwanted” isan

urgent matter, you want

a

fast, effectiveway loreach
qualified local candidates.

Thatswhy advertising in
the Observer & Eccentric

Classifieds is fhe solution

more employers turn lo
when theywant results.

CDL Driver - valid CDL license (ClassA, T endorsement a plus)
and Medical Certification

*A valid Chauffeur License and Medical Certification required for
this position.

OPPORTUNITY

Bilingual Skills (English/Spanish) isa plus

Great Oaks offers competitive compensation and henefits

i'S» REALTOR,
TommIsslon income
winding Real Estate
Earning Commissions
phi Away, A
ur Own "Practice
“our OwniBe
Your Schedule

ine Your Income

mment

*AN, REALTOR
14) 591-9200

(holidays, paid vacation).

Interested candidates please submit your contact information and
resume or summary of illsand experience to:

greatoakjobs@gmail.com.

Great Oaks Landscape
248-349-8555

For rales and placement
informolion, call one of our

helpful sales reps today!

ListYour Opening InPrint &

Online for One Low Price!

The Observer & Eccentric
Classifieds inprint & online!

phone enmail
800-579-7355 oeads@hometownlife.com
fax online

313-496-4968

hometownlife.com



MICHIGAN AD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355

FOR SALE- MISCELLANEOUS

SAWMILLS fronaill$4397.00- MAKE & SATEMONEY withyour ovm bendnill- Cut lunber any dimension.
Inske-, ready toship! FREE Info/DVD: wAvJ4orwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 B SOON (MICH)

HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER

S5000 SIGN ON! Dedicated Customer, Home Every Week, $65-$75K Annual ly and Excel lent Benefits Plan!

CALL 888-409-6033 wvAv.DrivedRed.com (6months experience and classA CDL required] (MICH)

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Leam todrive forStevens Transport! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New
caneam$ 900+ per week! PAIDCDL TRAININGLStevens coversall aosts! 1-888-748-4133 drivedstevers.

Qicy

LAND FOR SALE

FARM FOR SALE BY OWNER 164 acres ButlerCounty, Kentucky. Cresk, lakes, bams, county vater,
eledtric. Fenced forcattle, crops. $2,1%/acre. ShirleyFlener270-999-2222. waw. kentuckydreamhunter.com (MICH)

MISCELLANEOUS

STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Callour licensedCanadianand
Intemettional pharmacy, compare pricesand get$25.00 OFF your fiistprescription! CALL 1-800-259-4150 Promo

Code CDC201625 (MICH)

Professional

dl your ees...

Paintinq By Robert < Wallpaper
Removal e<Interior "Exterior* Plaster/
Dryvvall Repair Staining. m0yrs ex
Free Esl! 2J8-349-7499 or 734-46-1-614

Community

announcerents, events...

Public Vehicle Auction
March 3,2017/10 a.m.
0SS owmﬁ
21340 Telegraph Rd
Southfield, M1 48033
248-356-6011
nca23p48s707323
2008 montf gvvp552781121397
Forl Iffmzu83p81z039009
2001 Ford 1fafp52u3la113462
2006 Chevy Igndv23136d225039
2002 Chevy Iglicl24327203646
2002 Chevy IglIjcli24227480031
1996 Plymou'th 2E4gp4536Ir679282
2008 Kawasaki 1kozx4plx8a043043
1992 Ford 2fdhf37y8nchl 1602
2012 Chevy lglza5eu7cf359174
2009 Ford 1fmcu03729kc59799
2013 Ford Ifadp3r41dl196996
2007 Chevy 2glwb58k279383147
2089 Mitsubishi 4a3ab36f49e019109

2008 ChevguBS
I

2000 G M'C lakdml9w6ybh531338
2003 Ford 1fafp37383r190566
1990 Oldsmobile
193nL54u4Lm739716
998 Pontiac 1gmdx03e7wd 160457
2001 Ford 2fafp74w41x173333
2004 Chevy 2glwl52e049285804
2005 Pontiac 1g2ne52e65m233155
2004 Ford I1fmyu02144ka81264
2003 Ford 1fofp55u930212138
2002 Chevy 1gndsl3s022474110
2013 Ford 3ta6p0h78dr 140459
1008 Hyundai 5nmsg73d58h207328
2005 Pontiac 2?2wp522851169832
2007 Volkswagen

WVWik73c67e148146
2001 Ford-1fefp58s61g1B6845
2003 Ford 1fmcu94163kel0900
2000 Pontloc 1g2wrl213yf130153
2002 Ford )!myu04182kd34564
1998 Ford 1fmul8L5wlal 1226
2005 Chrvsler 2c49f48485rS46568
2011 Niissan In4aabap9hc868834
2003 Cihevy. lgnek!32231306347
1997 Ford iralp4441vf125564
2008 Pontllac 1927g57b984289895
98 Toyolta 4t1bfs$2k2wu067966
2006 Ponti¢ac 2g2wp552361149517
2004 Fore 1fmzab0694ba31317
1998 Pontiac Ifqmdu06e6wd337262
2005 Ford 1fafp532x50282784
1992 Cadillac 1g6ky53b0nu803728
2001 Ford Iftrx18L1na0954545
2001 Chrysler lc3es46c71d250892
2001 Ford Il1myu03171ke84682
1998 Chevy Mndu06e2\vd200539
2005 Ford Hafp53u4502521BI.
2002 Ford Hafp52u72a 106354
7996 Ford 1fbhe31v2tha26040
2009 Pontiac 5ysp67809z471965
2014 Chrysler 2¢3ccabg2eh347020
1996 Nissan In4ab41d31¢c706119
2000 Pontiac IgZJbZMy?ZIngZ
2002 Ford Ifmyu70e72ub97252
1995 Chevy Igl 1C524457203954

Substantial Reward-Any eyewitnes
to accident; Grand River/10 Mile
Road. 2-13-17 at noon. 248-474-2273

neighborly deals...

Farmington Hills-22410 Shadowglon,
Fri-Sun; 10-4pm. Vintage toys, pot-
tery, china, glass, antique furn, kitch-
enware, appls, bdrm furn, dining ta-
bles, china cabinets, garage 8, more!

Adopt Me

find a new friend...

LOW COST VET VACCINE
WELLNESS CLINIC
Highland Feed & Supply
217 E. lemgston Rd
Sat, March. 18th, 10am-1Ipn
DHPP Lefto CV BDT S49, 3 year
Rabies $17, HoarlwormiTest $19
V1UST BRING AD.
exanms avail.

Assorted

Skin, Ear &
313-686-5701

all kinds of things...

mrii

REFRIGERATORS $1508,ugldRange,
a

washer/dryer $125 8. up! 90 day
warranty/delivery! Call: 8734) 796-3472

Furniture &
Household Items

------ 7
Thomosvitle coffee table 8. match-
ing end-tables. 2 table lamps, 1
cherry‘ finish/frosted glass extenda-
ble Calligarls dining table. House to
condo re-lo. Prices negotiable.,
(248)345-4746

KILL BED BUGS 8. THEIR EGGS!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers®
K1T Complete Treatment System.
Hardware Stores. The Home Depot.
homedepot.com

"24:-8N-8V

UnSEEJIHI

L PAID or CONSIGNMENT tor
Vintage, Antique & Other Valuable
Items. Single Items to storage unlls
to entire estates. Professional,
courteous, fair, honest, discreet older
gentleman. IDRIVE TO YOU. Coins,
costume & fine lewelry, knlck knocks,
military, collections, books, toys,
stereos, Instruments, ephemera,
clothing, Christmas, much more.
Richard. BSE, MBA:

248-795-0362, www.l1844wepayyou.com

CASH

Commercial walk-behInd mowers: 52
Inch Ferris $1200, 36 Inch Bobcat $600,
Leaf Suction Trailer $400,

(248)352-4233 mlowensl@comcast.net

Real Estate "

starting fresh...
Condo/Town/Duplex

Plymouth Ibr 770 sq. ft. condo on
Ann” Arbor/Sheldon Rd., Com Ietel}/
remodeled, incl. kitchen 8. both-alf
new appliances, W/D, pool 8. club-
house, private stairway to 330 sq. ft.
bsml. $112,500 734-216-6657

Home for Sale
In State

[0il
FOR SALE

starting at

$11,90

NrFht
Childs 55417777

Lake
ESTATES

4377 0ld Plank Road
Milford

248-257-5365

meritusmhc.com

WAC. Communityowned  fa}
hones. Offer expires2-28-17.m m ?

, Lots/Acreage/
Farm Land for Sale

AalB\o!

WESTLAND Build sll next to existing
businesses. All utilities,
Industrial/office, near Ford Rd. 8,
HIx Rd., Marie street.

Price reduced from $35,000 to $23,000,
(248)347-3462 dynastypropllc@aol.com

Your community,
delivered to your
front door.

Farmington Observer
re-Westland Observer
rden CityObserver
edford Observer
ivonia Observer
aton Observer
Plymouth Observer
South Oakland Eccentric
Birmingham Eccentric
NorthvilleRecord
South Lyon Herald
Milford Times
Novi News

For Home Delivery, call

866-887-2737

hometownlife.com

L0-000031WM
ReaHistat/ "2

great place to li...

HE B
REN T ESTATE

until April 20L7*
RGHt&lSsﬁﬁMqﬂ

«749m

3 bed, 2 bath homes.
Al Appliances
including washer & dryer.,

4377 0ld Plank Road
Milford

248-778-4009

meritusmhc.com

mliAC. 15 monlli lesse. Community A
onned homes. Offerexpires2-28-17.J m p

E MU ]

for as
low as

FHE
RENT ESTATES

until April 2017+
Rentals starting at

$749m

3 bed, 2 bath homes.

_ Al Appl1ances
including washer & dryer.
4377 01d Plank Road
Milford
248-778-4009
meritusmhc.com

"IAC. 15 month lease. Community
ouned hores. Offerexpires2-2-17. m?@/-

S. Redford 3br/1.5 ba brick ranch full
bsmt, fenced yd, quiet area, W/D
appls. nr. shopping $1000 734-968-1116

FREERENTUNTILMarch Ist

$699**movesyouln!
Homos storting os low os $1, 129/monthl
3 bedroom, 2 bath 8,4bedroom, 2bathhomes
Come intodayl These homeswon™t last long!

CallSunHomes today, (888) 685-0265
Or applyon lineal www.4northville.eom

South Lyon Schoolsl
2 OFFICEHOURS: M-F8a-5:30p *9a- Ip
Offerexpires2/28/2017

3 "Some restrictionsapply
3 EHO

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

Super Cute home with an open floor plan and wood burning fireplace!
Own thishome for as litteas $849 per month
No Application Fee Required 13rd Party Rnancing Available
Call Sun Home today, 888-685-0265
Visil us online at www.4northville.com
South Lyon Schools!
Office Hours M-F8a-5:30p Sat 9a-1p
Offer Expires 2/28/2017"Some restrictions apply EHO

ProsecC rast apty kt reuvrcy ad sasfy tadrffoud sateranj requrecent to! a3 home are e-Icple tor prdase
by azrert Sun wr * eaa asemers ard aas; aaa Issutyect tocapm arpnred toms trerafox Fhancefl arecut
7537,088.64 a 9.252% XPR 240 nc lermw?i lift own pjpnatL Payinait reluks asdunted sSe ratol S41U7/mo.
sforty® Sa tnlretarsbimaAei retsn 2nd year These fuaionj Eras are torexantplepurposesenfyardare not an

tooteraaeta. Hari pte sown bale*toesnotn I de K99 horeeprep kee. apptebb tai or tfle fee. For deS-Bon
t"dpaTfiraajg pleaeas* toa licensedMLOor corEdSut Homes Sertoei IncMILS >333675 27777 Frandfi

6ar-c: (045334 ij: 233-2500ett 2585 lormoredeaa bytes 02/28/17. Othg flesHtters nay app(

SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 Earth Day"s
month
6 Maned
antelope
9 Large gulf
14Tons
19 Excludes
21 Dribble
22 Sign off on
23 1940 thriller
drama; 1942
romantic
drama
25 Four-stringer
26 Hop---
thumb
27 Horse
morsel
28 Enjoy dinner
29 Really
digging
31 Homer.

ed-

32 1982 horror;
1939
western

38 One with
adoring fans

40 Moray, e.g.

41 Filmdom’s
Mrs. Victor
Laszlo

42 Expends

43 1996 neo-
noir crime
drama; 1990
crime drama

49 Titled man

51 Wedding day
destinations

52 Fiendish
look

53 D-Day city in
France

55 Takes too
much, briefly

58 Pie-mode
link

601979
comedy-
drama; 1982
musical

632007
comedy-
drama; 1946
spy thriller

69 Many rented
homes:
Abbr.

70 Zenith

71 Make - ot
(jot down)

72 ‘This guy
walks into

73 Irene of
“Fame" fame

74 Bone, to
Fido

75 inan
analogy

76 Braggarts®
displays

77 2005
historical
drama; 2002
musical

792000 neo-
noir thriller;
1982
comedy-
drama

82 Certain sow

83 Poetic “prior
to"

63 64 65 66

71

/5

79

83

96 97 98

104

111

118

125

128

105

. 112

119

84 See 85-
Across

85 With 84-
Across,
divers gas
cylinder

88 "But- 1
know?"

93 21st Greek
letter

94 1980 spoof
comedy;
1976 satirical
drama

96 ‘Waterloo
quartet

99 Chop cut

102 Gold, in
Leon

103 Major rtes.

104 1931 horror;
2010 sci-fi
thriller

111 Get spoiled

112 Cookie with

creme

113 La.-to-Mich.
dir.

114 Vast stretch

115 - pitch

118 Break in,

eg

120 1963
historical
drama;
1950 period
drama

125 Locale

126 “SkyfaH"
singer

127 Alaskan port

128 Civic's make

129 Aired again

130 Norma -
(fillm heroine)
131 Pea piercers

DOWN
1Word form
for "height”
2 Haiku, e.g.
3 Deep red
wine
4 Serpent til?
5USMC rank
6 Having a hit
of a beard
7 13th Greek
letters
8 Hagen with
three Tonys
90ld politico
Stevenson
10 Spoiled kids
11 0 ®r (here
12 Gregarious
13 Argots
14 Chaos
15 Biblical
priest
16 Luau hellos
17NYPDpart
18 Mown strips
20 Ella’s
singing
24 Cell insect
30 China buys
33 Gymnast
Korbut
34 Bout
arbiters
35 Valley

36 a pity .."

37 Your and my
38 tree
falls..."

39 NFL"s
Cowboys, on
scoreboards

44 Speak
grandly

45 Fjord city

46 Loris’cousin

47 Meadows

48 Prince
Valiant®s son

50 - bit (soon)

53 Italian island

54 Affix

55 - vyear
(annually)

56 Yankee Joe,
Informally

57 Ensure

59 Spanish
region

61 Cole -
(shoe brand)

62 Antidrug cop

63 Actress
Pressly

64 Indy great Al

65 Phrase of
denial

66 Siouan tribe

67 Former
Apple laptop

68 Brewery kiln

73 Prepare for
playing, as a
tape

74 With 119-
Down,
position Mike
Ditka played

76 Online store

77 Tiny: Prefix

78 Gordie of
hockey

80 Highest
degree

81 Fed. stipend
program

86 Alliance

87 River of Bern

89 *Horton
Hears - I'

90 City native

91 Not moist

92 Signs offon

93 Stove item

94 Kitchen pest

95 Zero
relaxation

96 Over again

97 Mustang

98- down the
hatches

100 Like a small
garage

101 Tristan"s
lady

105 Split country

106 - Gay
(WWH B-29)

107 Way fosign
a contract

108 Tchr.’ gp.

109 Reggae
artist Peter

110 - water (up
the creek)

116 Theater box

117 Single bills

119 See 74-
Down

121 Musket tip?

122 Black goo

123 Biochenm
strand

124 “Either you
do it- will"

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or

smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuilIDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU

9

2
8

Here"sHow ItWorks:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 hoxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must filleach row,

column and box.

Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier itgets to solve the

puzzle!

8 6 9 1Z
Z 9 1 e
Z E 9
9 Z 6
6 L z

E 9 8 z
S Z 9 8
LL 6 9
r 8 e 1

CHOCOLATEWORD SEARCH

L

0 W
= w

B B

Find the words hidden verticolly, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

r | L £
9 6 vy Z
Z 8 i 9
1 E z 8
8 9 9 Z
Z 9 6 V
6 Z E 1
Ey 8 9
9 Z 9 6

WORDS

BAKING
BEAIS
BITTERSWEET
BLOOM
BUTTER

CACAO
CHOCOLATE
COCOA
CONFECTION
COUVERTURE
CREAM
CUVEE

DECADBff
DESSERT

DOUBLE BOILER

DRIZZLE
ENROBE
FLAVOR

GANACHE

GIFT
ICE CREAN
LIQUOR
MILK
MOCHA
NIBS
NUTS
POWDER
SEMISWEET
SHEEN

SOLIDS

SUGAR
TEMPERING
THERMOMETER
TRUFFLE
VISCOSITY
WHITE

mygl o © ©

— N g



COMPACT BUT CAPABU, HYUNDAT*S SANTA FI SPONT ISSUPIRCHANG ING
THE BBAND*S SUCCESSFUL CATCH-UP EFFURTS INSUUS

As Hyundai
sales grew in the
United States
several years
ago, one of the
company*s big-
gest concerns
was that the
evolution of its
model lineup
was sedan-heavy And the mega-
shift by American consumers toward
sport-utility vehicles and crossovers
was still in its relatively early stages.

Sure, Hyundai has taken some
lumps in terms of sales and market
share because of that imbalance. But
over the last few years, Hyundai has
addressed this chal lenge head-in by
fielding an SUV and crossover lineup
that has expended to three vehicles:
Tucson, Santa Fe and the smaller
Santa Fe Sport.

In fact, as Hyundai set a record for
2016 sales, itreported that the SUV/
CUV segment “led the charge,” with
sales up four percent for December
and 41 percent for the year. Com -
bined sales of Santa Fe and Santa

Automated collision-avoidance features pace Sort.

Santa Fo Sport™s great “greenhouse’promises wide-open summer viewing.

Fe Sport were up 14 percent for the
month, making itthe best Santa Fe
December ever, while also achieving
double-digit growth on the year.

My experiences with Santa Fe
Sport made iteasy to understand
why Americans have gravitated to
the latest Hyundai offering, even as
the number of SUV and crossover
models available from so many other
brands have proliferated as well.

Santa Fe Sport proved versatile
as lput itthrough a variety of uses,
ranging from quick trips and local
errands to a couple-day trek to
northern Michigan on one of the last
snowy weekends of this more-than-
temperate winter. Itsall-wheel-drive
capabilities came as advertised.

In fact, one feature that | appreci-
ated the most during that tripwas
Sports panoramic sunroof, which

- added to the substantial “green-

house" provided by the vehicle in

total - provided plenty of opportunity

to enjoy the ever-changing landscape
of Michigan.

The 2017 version of Santa Fe
Sport has refreshed styling in the
front and rear along with numer-
ous updates of features, including
a height adjustment for the power
passenger seat, a larger five-inch
standard display and an available
seven-inch touchscreen with Android
Auto.

Newly offered safety features,
according to Edmunds.com, include
adaptive headlights with automatic
high beams, an electronic parking
brake, a 360-degree parking camera,
lane-departure warning and adaptive
cruise control with automatic emer-
gency braking.

Automakers are introducing
new automated-safety features all

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 yr. Pts.
1st Choice Mortgage 138560  (734) 707-8877 3.875 0
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800) 593-1912 3.875 0
AF1 Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.875 0
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.875 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 4.25 0
Fifth Third Bank 403245  (800) 792-8830 4 0
Lenderful.com 1326443 lenderful .com 4.125 0
Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.25 0
Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4.25 0.25

Above Information available as of 2/24/17 and subject to change at anytime, Rates are based on a

15Yr.  Pts.

3.125 0
3.125 0
3.125 0
3.125 0
3.5 0
3.25 0
3.375 0
3.5 0
3.375 0

$200,000 loanwith 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P_M. at www. rmcreport.com.
All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants,

Inc., All Rights Reserved

best deal for you...

Get results. Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

"“\y" Autos Wanted

H & W _S$ lor lunk vehicles, Free tow,
Buying repolrobles. 734-223-5581

The 2017 Santa Fe Sport has been a great entry for Hyundai .

the time, but 1found that Santa Fe
Sport’ adaptive cruise control came
in especially handy on a long trek
north on Interstate 75 - and back
again. The slow-down and speed-
up transitions when adjusting for
traffic ahead of me were markedly
smooth, for example, helping give
me confidence to rely heavily on the
system for a matter of days. Itnever
letme down.

Sport seats five, while the larger
Santa Fe seats seven. But cargo ca-
pacity was plenty forjamming all

sorts of stufffor a long trip. The
four-cylinder, 2.0-liter, turbocharged
engine in the Sport ldrove - the
more powerful of its two powertrain
options - generated a robust 240
horsepower and pushed right through
some challenging northern Michigan
terrain.

And like all Hyundai vehicles, the
handling of Santa Fe Sport was right
in the health middle: responsive, not
stiff. Right in the mainstream where
Hyundai needs to stay in order to
continue itsSUV-powered surge.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
*A community where Cfln/enleaee Meets Luxury *

X Sc2 Bedroom
A3FFOIOOABT

I Westhaven Manor Retirement Comil
34601 ElmwooH A

WP

.Apartments Availed

BATTER

CDoxattaot otimt T-ea~iing OFfiELce @Oy

Qo1 - Pi

0DJyM]

EPisr

= (BIPm

TM/J

734 .729.3690 .

Equal Housing Quoortunity

-oie ui

Transportatioi”””

home, good Con

<3 Trucks

Ford 2010 250 Super Duty-82k
very good cond. $13,800." 73-1- 239 3594

mmmmm

AP MINI VANS OVER 20

OWERED FLOOR INSTOCK
R $15,000 5751 S CEDAR ST
G MI CA

A
S
0
A LL R1S, 517-230-8865

NDIC
ED L
UNDE
NSIN

recT

"\y* Recreational Vehicles

Coachmen Mirada 2000 Class A motor
Cond. 31k ml. rebuild
Irons, new owning $19,975 734-306-2008

Get results.

Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!
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WESTLAND

Thomas R
Taylor Towers

Now Accepting
Applications
Senior Citizen

UL

Residence
62 & Older.

1&2Bedroom
36500 Marquette

aWestland, M1 48185

1 (734) 326-0700

Equal Housing

Opportunity



WINDOWS FR
WINDOWS

SIDING
BATHROOMS
KITCHENS

GUTTER
A MONTH rrorecrion
At Kroll Construction, we specialize inthe installation of the kind of
replacement windows that Michigan homeowners need to lower their
energy costs and be more comfortable intheir homes year round. |
in- i *x
Call us to schedule your free in-home consultation. . q Iove

The End of Cleaning Gutters
Limited time offer_ call nowl
Previous orders excluded.

CONSTRUCTION
ROOFING*WINDOWS SIDING

806-319-499

At LeafGuard® of Michigan, we are

dedicated to ensuring your home 1s
protected year round, which iswhy
we offera no-clog guarantee.

V Lifetime No-Clog Warranty V One-Piece Design
V Fully Independent of Roof V- 30% Thicker Material

V Lifetime Paint Finish Warranty  V Family Owned & Operated

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

2480630.2(5

OFF

$O0H-

Any Set of

5 Windows
Limited time offer -call nowl
Previous orders excluded.

*1000CH-

Kitchen or Bath Remodeling

Limited time offer -call now!
Previous orders excluded.
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