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Miracle League players
hunt for Easter eqggs

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

Perfect weather contributed
towhat organizers said was a
perfect day Saturday as the
Miracle League of Plymouth
celebrated itsannual Easter
egg hunt.

Some 80 childrenand 15

volunteers turned out for the
event at Bilkie Field indown -

town Plymouth. Some 200 plas-

ticeggs were scattered around
the fieldand the children filled
their baskets for as long as the
eggs held out.

Each childwent home with
a “goody" bag as their reward
for participating.

“The kids all had a good
time,” ML P president Debra
Madonna said. “It5 so nice to

have this field for special occa-

sions. It5 so nice to see every-
one. We haventseen some of
the children since the end of
last season and we always have

See EGGS, Page A2

THE ENCLAVE COMING
TO NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP
REAL ESTATE, A4

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Five-year-old Brandon Raskey found plenty of eggs.

Robots converge for epic, but friendly, battles

Matt Jachman
hometownlife.com

The sounds of machines
scrambling across the field
and sending plastic balls into
hoppers were punctuated last
weekend by the shouts of en-
thusiastic fans and the an-
nouncer s play-by-play of epic
robot battles at Churchill High
School.

The annual Livonia-hosted
FIRST Robotics districtcom-
petition brought 41 high school
teams, from as close as Ply-
mouth and Northville town-
ships and as far as Muskegon,
to Churchill, where they pitted
their robots against each other
inSteamworks, thisyears
challenge for students in the
nationwide robotics program.

FIRST, or For Inspiration
and Recognition of Science and
Technology, isa not-for-profit
that encourages the study of
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics, the
STEM subjects.

Students, parents and volun-
teers took over big portions of
Churchill on Friday and Sat-
urday, cheering—- or running
- Steamworks matches inthe
fieldhouse, packing the cafete-
riaat lunchtime and turning
the auxiliary gymnasium,
where team members repair,
testand fine-tune their robots
between matches, intoa hive
of activity.

“We lost thismatch, but
we Ve been making steady
progress,” said David Ganss, a
mentor for the Novi Detroit
Catholic Central Shambots,
upon returning to the “pits"”
from a Friday match. “We re
on pins and needles thisweek-
end.”

The standings can change
rapidly, but the Shambots”’
steady progress paid off, as
they stood atop the rankings at
the close of the contest. After
12 matches, Catholic Central
had a 10-2 record and a 1.66
match score, fol lowed the Livo-

A trafficjam on the playing field during a Steamworks match.

niaWarriors (acombined Livo-
niaPublic Schools team) with a
9-3 record and a 1.58 match
score, and five teams tied for
third place, including the
Heavy Duty Eagles from Thur-
ston High School and the Hack-
bots from the Farmington
Public Schools.

“It% the biggest, craziest
sports event you Ve ever been
o, but with none of the nega-
tivity,” said Joanna Garrett,
the Warriors”lead robot pro-
grammer.

Joanna, a Churchill senior,
was excited about theWar -
riors’trip to the state finals at

DAN DEAN

Shannon Thomas (left) shares a laugh with Bob and Fran McGowan of
Farmington Hills at the Spring Senior Expo.
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Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sitynext weekend. The team
qualified by winning the Chair-
man 5 Award, given to the
team that judges decide best
represents a model for others
and best embodies the goals of
FIRST, at an earlier competi-
tion.

She spent hours helping
program lron Kraken, the
Warriors’robot. “There isno
better feeling in the world”
than towork diligently on pro-
gramming “then see ftcome to
life,” Joanna said. “Its amaz-

See ROBOTS, Page A2

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The theme of this year®s FIRST challenge isSteampunk and Livonia Warriors
pitcrewmember Carolyn Mackenzie isdressed for the occasion. She"swith
pitcrewmembers Sarah Tumavitch and Joey Golinske.

Hundreds flock to annual Spring Expo

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

The line for a coney dog and
salad was literallyout the door
Monday morning at the annual
Spring Senior Expo. Redford
residents Walt and Dottie
Young decided the wait was
worth 1tfor some local flavor
from LeosConey Island, locat-
ed at 17398 Haggerty inLivo-
nia.

After getting a quick bite to
eat, itwas off to hopefully see
financial adviser Rick Bloom
talk.

%olume 42 *Number 86

“I love his column,” Dottie
Young said. “He Snotour ad-
viser, but I read him all the
time. 1've chosen our adviser
based onwhat Rick Bloom
says. | think he sexcellent.”

The Youngs were only two
of the hundreds that came out
Monday to the Observer &
Eccentric’s 14thannual Spring
Senior Expo at Schoolcraft
College. There was plenty to
do, from gathering information
on senior living facilities to
gettingmore infoon doctors
and financial advice- and, of
course, all the free stuff.

CONTACT US
Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices; 2) Retail Advertising ;

The info shared by vendors
was some thatWalt Young said
couldcome inhandy later,
especially ifa situation arises
they hadntthought of.

“You get some good, free
information,” he said.

One of those vendors was
Connie Myler, a clinical spe-
cialistwho oversees the Inspir-
itSalonat St. Mary Merc
Hospital inLivonia, whic
caters to patients dealing with
diseases such as cancer. It
provides salon services, wigs,

See EXPO, Page A2
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new players.”

This year, MLP ex-
panded rItsactivities
beyond the baseball dia-
mond. The league con-
ducted two sessions of
bowling (four weeks in
January, three more in
March) atPlymouth’
Plaza Lanes, plus had a
four-week session of
yoga at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council.

After the success of
those sessions, though,
the league is getting
ready to get back towhat
itdoes best: baseball.

The league is looking
for players, volunteers,
fans, buddies and um-
pires for its spring sea-
son, set to startMay 6.
The league is looking
for:

» Volunteers — Get
the required waiver at
www._miracleleagueply-
mouth.org/waiver.html or
sign up for duty at
www._miracleleagueply-
mouth.org volun-
teer.html.

» Buddies - Mini-
mum age for abuddy is

10 years old. Large
groups can sign up en
masse (each buddy will
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need a waiver). The
league asks volunteers
not to sign up unless they
know they’re actually
going tobe able to fill the
slot. Theresa “Buddies
FAQ”atwww.miracle
leagueplymouth.org/
index.php?g=buddies.

The spring schedule
starts Saturday, May 6,
and runs through Sat-
urday, June 24 (there are
no games Saturday, May
27, because of theMemo -
rial Day holiday).

For more information,
email info@miraclelea-
gueplymouth.org.

bkadrich@hometownlife._com
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bras and other needs for
atients to feel at their

Myler said she re-
quested the salonhave a
booth at the event, her
first time attending. She
said the crowds had
stopped by her table and
picked up plenty of in-
formation and free lip
balm.

“I thought ftwould be
a good resource for us, to
connect with the public,”
she said. “I thought itwas
a good place for us to get
exposure.”

Farmington Hills resi-

ROBOTS

Continued from Page Al
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Joanna and teammate
Carolyn Mackenzie, also
a Churchill senior, said
they liked the sense of
camaraderie at FIRST,
even among opponents.
Everyone’s friendly,

they said, and borrowing
tools from other teams
isnot uncommon.

Samatha Downs, a
Farmington High School
senior, said it5s stressful
being a “shooter,” or
remotely controlling the
upper half of the robot,
during play. Samantha
has mechanical duties in
the Hackbots’shop, too.

“Istuck my hand in
the 2014 robot,” as a
ninth-grader, “got cov-
ered ingrease and lwas
co_m(fletely hooked,” she
said.

Steamworks isplayed
between alliances of
three teams each. The
field has two “airships”
and each alliance tries
to score by having its
robots deliver gears to
itsairship, which human
players put inplace to
turn propellers, and
send fuel (the plastic
balls) into a “boiler.”
Each match isjust over
two minutes long and
ends with the robots
attempting toboard the
airship by climbing a
rope.

“The climber works
very well,” sophomore
Natalie Corrigan of the
Robostangs, the North-
villeHigh School team,
said at Northville’ pit
station after a match.

Other parts of the
Robostangs’robot, The-

mg

seus, werentworking
quite as well, however,
including the gearma -
nipulator. “We just need
to calibrate ithetter,”
junior Alexander Steinig
said after Theseus was
sent to the practice
floor.

The pitsare where
FIRST teams get to
show off theirwork for
others, talk about their
machines and tinker
with them or recharge
the batteries.

“Occasionally, some-
thing breaks,” said Todd
Peterson, a mentor for
the Farmington Public
Schools team. “It% like
NASCAR inhere.”

“Usually, one prob-

hometowniife.com

lem leads to another and
we have to fix that be-
fore each match," said
Keaton Mulcahy, a
Catholic Central sopho-
more.

Peterson, amanager
at General Motors
Corp., is inhis fifthyear
as a Hackbots mentor.
An electrical engineer
by training, the work
keeps hisSTEM side
happy . )

“These kids are phe-
nomenal ,” he said.
“Thatswhy Ireally do
it”

mjachman®©
hometownlife.com
734-678-8432

Twitter: Omattjachman

dents Marie and Frank
Nido came to the annual
expo looking for a change
of residency. The couple
said theyTe hoping to
move toFox Run inNovi
and came tothe expo to
geta littlemore informa-
tion.

“(We come) when we
find notice of it,” Marie
Nido said..

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter €Davidveselenak

DAN DEAN
Arlene Zsilka of Bedford
balances hot dogs and
salads, courtesy of Leo"s
Coney Island, during the
Spring Senior Expo.
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Hungry? Showcase, Taste of Plymouth on the way

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

Imagine paying just
$10 to sample food from
20 restaurants, all while
visitingasmany as 75
local businesses under
one roof.

Itall happens at Show-
case & Taste of Ply-
mouth, 5-7:30p.m. Mon -
day, April 24, atThe Inn
at St. John’s, 44045 Five
Mile Road.

French Toast Bistro, a
French-inspired Cajun
eatery, isamong the res-
taurants planning todish
out palate-pleasing sam-
ples.
“We love tobe a part
of the community and
this isone of those things
that lets people experi-
ence what isFrench
Toast Bistro,” manager
Camille Henry said.

That the goal of the
28th annual Showcase &
Taste of Plymouth, ex-
posing 500-600 visitors to

local restaurants and
businesses in hopes they
will like the food they
taste and the products
they see, enough to be-
come patrons. Itcould
even put a spark in the
local economy.

“It5agreatway to
promote the businesses
so the general public can
find businesses and res-
taurants they didn’teven
know existed,” said Wes
Graff, president of the
Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce.

The event draws visi-
tors from neighboring
communities, too.

“Canton and North-
villeshow up indroves,"
Graff said.

A wide range of busi-
nesses participate, in-
cluding a dog-groomer,
salons, a car-cleaning
company, yoga and dance
studios, Realtors, fi-
nancial institutions and
furniture stores, among
many others. There will

be prizes and giveaways.

Eateries range from
candy stores to fine res-
taurants.

“You e going to get
some really, really good
chefs," Graff said.

Patrons who work up a
thirst can find relief
from bartenders at The
Inn at St. John's.

The event will offer
some competition, too. A
group of judges will
choose winners in cate-
gories such as best des-
sert and best entree,
Graff said, and communi -
ty volunteers will be
honored by local service
clubs.

Tickets are available
at the chamber office,
850 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
on itswebsite at http://
www.plymouthmich.org
or at the door. For more
information, call 734-453-
1540.

dclem@hometownl ife.com
Twitter: ©@CantonObserver

A crowd gathers for a previous Showcase & Taste of Plymouth.

Seminar aims to help women business owners

Cheryl Skynar, owner
of Skynar Bookkeeping,
and Dorothy Twinney,
owner ofRBD Creative,
will be speaking at the
2017 Fempreneur Summit
following the Money
Smart conference.

The Money Smart
Fempreneur Summit 2017
isfrom9a.m. to3p.m.
Thursday, April 27, at
University of Phoenix-
SouthfieldMain Campus,
26261 Evergreen Road,
fifth floor.

In itssecond year,
Fempreneur isheing
organized by local busi-

The Canton Community

Foundation and the Plymouth
Community United Way will
host “FightingPTSD Trying to

Twinney Skynar

nesswomen Heather
Doering (Ace inthe Hole
Branding) and Kelly
Masters (Graceful Com-
munications). Partici-
pants will enjoy a day of
inspiration, relationship-
building and tips for
building themselves and

Mask the Trauma and Veterans
Abusing Drugs & Alcohol” 6-9
p.m. Friday, April 28, atMa -
donna University, Kresge Hall,

their businesses, with
access tomore than 15
panelists, a robustRe-
source Marketplace and
otherwomen business
owners who are striving
to thrive in 2017.

This isSkynars sec-
ond year as a speaker.
She will be on a panel,
“The Unsexy Side of
Business: Biz Structure,
Financing, Cash Flow,
Accounting and Re-
sources.”

“The underlining drive
behind Skynar Book-
keeping istohelp other
business owners reach

Livonia.

SI_MARY MERCY

LIVONIA

Saint Joseph M ercy Health System

Are you livirg inpain?
Now ithe time to
Rediscover your mobility.
The Center for Joint Replacement

at X Mary Mercy Hospital has a
comprehensive team approach

1o your care.

Our expert stafFwill answer your
questions, discuss joint pain, joint
replacement procedures, and implant
options. Learn about our pre-surgical
classes, choosing a personal coach,
specialized physical therapy and
what to expect post-surgery.

Our clinical expertise and team
approach means shorter hospital
stays, better pain management
and faster recovery.

Blue

Distinction*
Cmv lorkm *Mri Nip

For more information, visit

stmarymercy.org

To leam more,
attend one of our
FREE Educational
Seminars
6to8p.m.

Wednesday, April 19
Thursday, May 25
Wednesday, June 21
Classroom 10

To register for
a seminar, cll
1734-666-2400.

The free event isopen to
veterans, families dealing with
someone with PTSD or anyone

their professional goals
and dreams,” Skynar
said. “Especially other
women business owners.
That isthe reason I feel
honored to participate in
this event each year.”
Skynar Bookkeeping is
located at 9397 N. Hag-
gerty inPlymouth, www.
skynarbookkeeping.com.
Italso has a second office
inTrenton at 2836 W.
Jefferson, Suite 100. Sky-
nar Bookkeeping offers
full bookkeeping ser-
vices, as well as Quick-
Books training. Itcan be
reached at 734335-7702.

wanting toknow about the
diagnosis and next steps for
treatment.

Register at www.canton-

Twinney said shes
proud to be participating
for the first time this
year. Her panel is,
“WhatsYour Story?:
Communications, Mar -
keting, Social and Tradi-
tional Media Tips and
TVicks.”

“Every business sim-
ply has tonot only know,
but own, their story,”
Twinney said. “And then
they need toknow how to
broadcast their story in
the most effectivemar -
keting media for their
demographic. I love help-
ing businesses figure this

out. Itdoesntneed tobe a
mystery.”

RBD Creative is locat-
ed at 9349 N. Haggerty.
Itswebsite iswww.
rbdcreative.com. The
firm offers a full spec-
trum of marketing ser-
vices, including brand
development, website
design, identity pieces
and other printed materi-
als such as brochures.

Tickets can be pur-
chased at: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/money
-smart-fempreneur-
summit-2017-tickets-
32324185509.

foundation.org or call Beth
Meade at 734-495-1200.

The event issponsored by
Community Financial.

FAMILY STORE
SOUTH LYON, MI

GRAND
OPENING

SATURDAY ,
APRIL 22

570 N LAFAYETTE,
SOUTH LYON, MI 48178
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The home features an area near the entrance that reaches to the second floor, with an overlook to the floor below. This area, near the bedrooms, isan option, usable for office space or casual

Pulte Homes’The Enclave
makes way for family lifestyles

seating.

BILL BRESLER |STAFFPHOTOGRAPHER

The cafe area contains the kitchen, casual seating for meals and an area for seating that includes a fireplace.

Architect: Don’tstar Inyour own
home remodeling horror show

l\ﬂ_'!t Me™ve probably all
I f shared that scary

W W moviemoment when,
helpless inour theater seat
with sweating palms, we
watch while the heroine in-
nocently reaches for the door
knob.

“Don’topen that door!” we
shout inside our heads (or
aloud, depending on our inhi-
bitions).

"We already know themon -
ster lurks behind. We try to
warn. The door isopened.

I've been an architect spe-
cializing in residential pro-
jects for more than 20 years.
I've seen a lot of scary “mon -
sters” appear when I have

Realcomp®s Tools of the
Trade

Realtors are invited to
Realcomp$2017 Annual Tools
of the IVade Realtor Expo
from8:30 a.m. t03:30 p.m.
Thesday, May 2, at the Ford
Community and Performing
Arts Center, 15801 Michigan
Avenue, Dearborn.

Get inon thisyear’ lessons
in real estate from Karen
Kage, Realcomp CEO; Jared
James, a real estate coach;
and economist Elliot Eisen-
berg, among others.

The free event includes
attend exhibitors, presenta-

Dawn
Zuber

GUEST
COLUMNIST

worked on existing houses.
Support beams thatwere
undersized because the home-
owner asked the contractor to
make the house two feetwid-
er. Sagging roofs that, over
time, pushed walls tobow
outward.

The initial fright of uncov-
ering the unexpected secretly
crouching in the walls, atticor
foundation isoften exceeded
by the terror of realizing the

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

tions- some with continuing
education credits— speakers,
lunch, games and prizes. To
learn more and to register for
the event, go to

www . realcomp.com/
News-Events/Tools-Expo.

Flex building sold

Friedman Integrated Real
Estate Solutions recently
negotiated the sale of a 7,500-
square-foot flex building, 7767
Ronda Drive, Canton. The
seller, J&V McKinley Realty
LLC, sold the building to Bat-
Cave Properties LLC.

Robert Gagniuk, associate,
Brokerage Services at Fried-

added time and expense these
add toa remodeling project.
As an architect, one ofmy
primary goals isto counsel
homeowners on what they
might findwhen startinga
renovation project. The trou-
bles lurking beneath and be-
hind will still be there, but at
least together we can make
allowances and prepare strat-
egies to triumph over these
villainous contingencies.

What are some of the “boo-
geymen” that jump out of
dark comers when working
on older homes?

See ZUBER, Page AS

man, and Amit Hingorani,
associate, Brokerage Services
at Friedman, represented the
purchaser in this transaction.

Down payment
program

Atlanta-based Down Pay-
ment Resource allows poten-
tial home buyers toview down
payment progranm eligible
listings on two new public
MLS websites—
MLSPINhomes.com and
MovelnMichigan.com. Across
both markets, 72 percent of
homes may be eligible for

See BRIEFS, Page A6

Joanne Mal iszewski

hometownrrfe.com

Ifyou Te watching any of
the HGTV home renovation
shows, the term “open con-
cept” should be familiar. And it
isa strong concept that drives
development of Pulte Homes”
The Enclave, now under con-
struction inNorthville Town-
ship.

“We setup our homes with
an open flow,” said Jennifer
Eckardt, sales consultant.

Pulte isdeveloping The
Enclave with four models on
Seven Mile- property that
had been designated by con-
sent judgment to sport some
200 mobile homes. Pulte pur-
chased the property with plans
for 55 single-family homes,
just east of the Highland shop-
ping center.

“This isa home run for us,"
Northville Township Supervi-
sor Bob Nix said, referring to
the new development. “Itsa
different residential product.”

The homes will take on an

urban feel with smaller, nar-
rower lots45 feetwide and 120
feet deep. Homes on the cul de
sac and on corners, however,
provide 111 feet inwidth inthe
back yard. The new subdivi-
sion ismarketed as walkable -
close to downtown Northville
- again anod tourban design
and living.

On the west side of the sub-
division, Pulte will build a park
complete with gazebo and
scenic overlook. Itwill also
feature walking trails. When
Pulte has completed the sub-
division, ahomeowners associ-
ation will take over responsi-
bility for the park, as well as
snow removal and care of the
stone monument entrance to
the neighborhood. Homeowner
dues are expected to be $750
annually.

The new homes range in
size from 2,500-3,000 square
feet. The final price paid de-
pends on the model and options
chosen. The newly builtmodel,

See ENCLAVE, Page AS

BY THE NUMBERS

M m

February real estate statis-
tics, provided by Realcomp of
Farmington Hills:

Wayne County
Total sales
February 2017:1,313
February 2016:1,332
Change: 1.4 percent
Median salesprice
February 2017: $99,900
February 2016: $91,000
Change: 9.8 percent
Average days on market
February 2017: 47
February 2016: 55
Change: minus-14.5 percent
On market listings— ending
inventory
February 2017: 3,845
February 2016: 6,680
Change: minus-42.4 percent

Oakland County

Total sales
February 2017:1,101
February 2016:1,218
Change: minus-9.6 percent

Median sales prices
February 2017: $203,250
February 2016: $185,950
Change: 9.3 percent

Average days on market

February 2017: 47
February 2016: 55

N

FEVERPITCHED. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Change: minus-14.5 percent
On market listings— ending
inventory

February 2017: 3,391

February 2016: 5,625

Change: minus-39.7 percent

Fastest selling
communities

35 days and less with 10 or
more sales, year-to-date:
- Holly: 18 days on market
- Lathrup Village: 20 days
: Clawson: 24 days
: South Lyon: 25 days
- Brighton: 26 days
> Huron Township: 27 days
- Berkley: 29 days
- Farmington: 30 days
10: Novi: 31 days
1: 0ak Park: 31 days
12: Pittsfield Township: 31

days
13: Plymouth: 31 days
14: Hazel Park: 32 days
15: Wixom: 32 days
16: Femdale: 33 days
17: Flat Rock: 33 days
18: Oceola Township: 34
days
19: Sterling Heights: 35 days
20: Livonia: 35 days
20: Howell: 35 days
22: Northville: 35 days
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ENCLAVE

Continued from Page A4

the Everett, offers four
or five bedrooms, two or
three bathrooms, 2,823
square feet and starts at
$462,990. The largest
design isthe Woodward,
with four to six bed-
rooms, two to four bath-
rooms and 2,950 square
feet with a starting price
tag of $459,990.

The smaller designs
are the Bridgeport with
four bedrooms, 2/2baths
and 2,561 square feet
with a starting price of
$442,990. A bit larger is
the Boardwalk, with four
to six bedrooms, two to
four bathrooms and 2,658
square feet for a starting
price of $449,990.

“You can’tbuild in
Northville for this price.
This isa real draw,” Eck-
ardt said. “Pulte has not
been here for a while.”

The Enclave homes
are designed to support
todays family lifewith
smaller bedrooms, yet
options for flexible
space, such as a loftarea
on the second floor. “It is
like a second living room
on the top floor. We are
moving away from build-
ing huge bedrooms,”
Eckardt said.

Bowing to the needs
and likes of today’ fam-
ilies, formal dining

ZUBER

Continued from Page A4

Inadequate
insulation

Homes built before
the 1980s were huilt
when energy was cheap.
They are often under-
insulated or possibly not
insulated at all because
of the price of heating
fuel. We now know that
its better to keep our
heated and conditioned
air inside rather than
letting itescape through
our walls and roofs. Add-
ing insulation isa good
intention, but be aware
this can change the way
that water vapor moves
through the walls, which
can, inturn, cause mold
and mildew to form. It3
wise toconsult an expert
before adding barrier
materials to assess how
our friend and simulta-
neously potential foe -
moisture — will be han-
dled.

Knob and tube
wiring, undersized
electrical panels

We own a lotmore
electrical devices now
than people did in the
early tomid-20th century
- just think of thenum-
ber of hair dryers, curl-
ing irons, shavers, elec-
tric toothbrushes and
other devices you prob-
ably have inyour bath-
room. Most older homes
that haventbeen up-
dated have 60-amp elec-
trical panels with screw-
in fuses rather than cir-
cuitbreakers.

A home today isbetter
served by 150- to 200-
amp (ormore) service
and some insurance com-
panies are refusing to
insure homes with out-
dated electrical panels.
Not many things are as
frightening as an insur-
ance agent saying “no” to
issuing a policy on an
over-sized risk! When
you renovate your home,
you should ask your elec-
trician to calculate the
estimated loads and size
the electric panel accord-
ingly.

In addition, homes
built before the 1940s are
likely to have knob and
tube wiring, which was
not designed to handle
the electrical loads we
need forall our devices
today. Ifthatweren’t
scary enough on itsown,
cellulose and spray foam
insulation cannot be in-
stalled where knob and
tube wiring is present
because the heat pro-
duced by this outdated
method of wiring can
cause the insulation to
catch fire. Its important
toplan toreplace this
obsolete electrical sys-
tem as part of any reno-
vation project.

Galvanized
plumbing pipes
Many homes built
before the 1960s have
galvanized plumbing

The master bedroom.

rooms and large formal
living rooms are not a
focus. In the Everett,
space that can be used as
dining and living rooms
greet guests when the
front door opens intoa
smal ler foyer. “People
see (formal areas) as
wasted space. You use
the formal dining rooms
once a year. So itisreally
up toyou what you want
todo with the space.”
Also gone inthenew

A notched joist

supply lires. Supply lines
are the pipes that bring
water from your water
meter toyour faucets.
Galvanized pipes are
steel pipeswithazinc
coating on the inside.
Over time, this zinc coat-
ing erodes, which causes
the insides of the pipes to
corrode, causing low
water pressure by block-
ing the pipes. Corroded
pipes can also leak at the
joints. Galvanized pipes
are another hidingmon -
ster you may be required
to chase away with PVC
or copper replacements
when you remodel a
kitchen or bathroom.

Orangeburg sewer
lines

Orangeburg pipe was
made of layers of wood
fiber and pitch and was
used for piping sewage
from houses to the main
sewer lire. During World
War 1, inexpensive Or-
angeburg pipe became
popular because cast iron
- the material sewer
pipes were typically
made from- was sub-
ject toa heavy tax. Over
time, Orangeburg pipe
tends to absorb moisture,
deform under pressure
and eventually disin-
tegrate. Ifyour home
was builtbetween the
late 1940s and the
mid-1960s, you may have
Orangeburg pipe. Sorry,
but again, just the archi-
tect as messenger here: it
should be replaced.

Asbestos, lead

paint, and radon

A lothas been written
about these potential
dangers. Although these
adversaries may be as
familiar tomost as Fran-
kenstein, Dracula and the
Wolfman, itsstillworth
the expense to hire an
expert to advise you
about the best way to
identify and remove or
encapsulate these
threats.

Hacked-up structure
from old
renovations

Homes that are so old
that they may have been
builtwithout indoor
plumbing or that have
been renovated a few
times may have floor
joists or wall studs that
have been cut or notched
inappropriately. These
cuts weaken the struc-

REAL ESTATE

design is the closed-off
kitchen. Today, parents
want an open kitchen to
the living area to encour-
age families to gather in
the space and for parents
to see what the kids are
doing while busy in the
kitchen, Eckardt said.

“Whether entertaining
or with the family, they
can all come together
now,” she said.

No longer calleda
family room, that “come

DAWN ZUBER

ture, but can and should
be repaired when they
are found. Unfortunately,
even the best-intended
builders can create terri-
fying problems when
disregarding the laws of
physics.

Furnace and water
heater capacity

Ifyou are building an
addition, you should
check with a heating and
cooling contractor to
assess the capacity of
your existing furnace.
Although many older
furnaces were over-
sized, ifyours isnearing
the end of its lifespan, it
might be time to replace
it

Ifyou are adding a
bathroom or two, you
should also consider the
size of your water heater.
Ifyou run out of hotwa-
ter when takinga long
shower, you re already
stretching the capacity
of your water heater. You
may want toreplace the
existing unitwith a larg-
er model, add a second
water heater to serve
only the new bathrooms
or replace your water
heater with a tank-less
water heater.

As you can see, there
are a lot of beasts that
can jump out and grab
you (and your savings)
when you remodel your
home. Irecommend set-
ting aside a contingency
fund of 10-25 percent of
the cost of construction
to cover these potential
expenses. That way,
when confronting these
villains, you can look at
thenm inthe eye and
shout: “You cantscare
me. My architectwarned
me you might be hiding
behind that door!”

Canton residertDawn Zuber,
AIA, who owns StudioZ
Architecture inPlymouth,
eamed her bachelor of
architecture degree at the
Uhiversityof Circimati. She
also completed an independent
study at the Architectural
Association School of
Architecture inLondon. She
moved to southeast Michigan
with her husband in 1994 and
infiallyworked with two other
architecture fims before
starting Studio Z She isa
licensed architect inMichigan
and Chio. Zuber was the
architect for the HGTV Urban
Cesis® Giveaway 2016 inAnn
Arbor.

together” space isnamed
a gathering room and is
open to the dining area
and the kitchen.

Pulte offers as stan-
dard granite counter
tops, although the less
porous quartz isan op-
tion. As a $3,200 option,
five-burner gas stove
top, oven and microwave
can be designed as huilt-
ins. The 50/50 stainless
steel sink isstandard, but
Pulte has available as an
optiona large sink made
of a composite material
that doesntscratch,
Eckardt said.

The kitchen also
boasts an island facing
the cafe, as well as 42-
inch cabinets with maple
as the standard material.

Each of the four de-
signs also will boast a
planning center, which is
a desk near the kitchen
that can serve as a good
spot for kids to do their
homework or as a small
office for empty-nesters.

And for those empty-

Mow to reach us:
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nesters, Pulte offers, as
an option, a small bed-
room and full bathroom
on themain lewel. Other-
wise, the main floor bath-
room isapowder room.

In the Everett, the flex
space, Ifchosen as an
option, isessentially the
entry point to the upper
floor, with bedrooms off
a gathering area. While
the secondary bedrooms
are smaller, ranging in
size from 10 by 12 feet to
11 by 12 feet, the master
bedroom runs larger, 14
feet, 6 inches by 20 feet,
10 inches, accompanied
by amaster bath with
double vanity and two
walk-in closets. The mas-
ter suite also provides
room for a sitting area.

Ifa buyer does not
want the upstairs flex
space as a gathering area
option, the space is used
as a cathedral ceiling for
the main floor front foy-
er.

In the Everett, the
secondary bedrooms

1-800-579-7355 »fax 313-496-4968 ewww.mldeathnotices.con
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BUCHANAN

away Friday, April 7, 2017. He
was born inJackson County,
North Carolina, son to the late
John Thomas & Daisy Owens
Buchanan. He isalso preceded
in death by his wife Lois
Evelyn Buchanan, and nine
siblings. Funeral services were
held 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, April
11,2017 at Concord Bible
Church, 711 Williamsburg Ct.
NE Concord, NC 28025. Burial
followed inSunset Memorial
Gardens. Paul issurvived

by two sons; Art Buchanan,
wife Connie; Jim Buchanan,
wife Leslie; six daughters; Pat
Jordan, husband Jon; Pam
Yerkes; Connie Wakefield,
husband Tom; Sandy Marano;
Cheryl Brame; Laurie Reeder,
husband Daniel; a sister
Wilma Bloom, twenty five
grandchildren, and fourteen
great grandchildren. In lieu

of flowers memorials may

be made to Concord Bible
Church, 711 Williamsburg

Ct. NE Concord, NC 28025.
Gordon Funeral Service &
Crematory iscaring for the
Buchanan family. Online
condolences may be made at
www.gordonfunoralservlce.com

CRAWFORD

DOROTHY (PRIMOZICH)
April 7, 2017. Age 83 of
Naples, Florida, formerly of
Livonia, MI. Surviving is her
husband of 32 years, Richard
Crawford; sons. Randy, Danny,
and Gary Primozich; step-
sons, David and Douglas
Crawford; seven grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.
Visitation Friday, April 14,

5-9 p.m. atR.G. & G.R.

Harris Funeral Home, 15451
Farmington Rd., Livonia. No
services scheduled. Private
burial. Please share a memory

of Dorothy at
www.rggrharrls.com.

PATE

BILLY K. April 9, 2017. Age
88, of Dearborn Heights.
Beloved husband of the late
Annamary. Loving father
of John (Barbara), Douglas
(Hetty), the late Phil (Rita),
Kathryn (Timothy Leonard)
Pate, Carolyn (Joseph) Dery,
the lateWenda (Christopher)
Selvig, Billie (Daniel) McCarty,
and Anna. Cherished
grandfather of twenty-one
and dear great-grandfather of
eighteen. Memorial Visitation
will be Monday at 10:00 a.m.
at First Congregational Church
of Wayne, 2 Towne Square
St. (Michigan Ave. and Wayne
Rd.) until time of Memorial
Service at 11:00 a.m. Memorial
contributions may be made
to the Lions Club of Garden
City. Care and services were
entrusted to the L.J. Griffin
Funeral Home InWestland,
(734) 522-9400. Share a
“Memorial Tribute" with the
family at
griffinfuneralhome.com.

(CP) A5

share a Jack and Jill
bath. “People really like
these, because Itgives
easy access for the kids,”
Eckardt said. “The bed-
rooms are smaller, but
they will fitwhat you
need.”

Each of the available
models also includes an
upstairs laundry, another
popular contemporary
design. “People like this
because this iswhere
their clothes are,” Eck-
ardt added.

While plenty of op-
tions inall the models are
available, the one thing
Ptilte will not do is rede-
sign the spaces, such as
making the upstairs bed-
rooms larger. “We have a
six-month build, sowe
dontdo custom options,”
she said.

Excited with the new
residential offerings, Nix
said The Enclave will be
awinner for Pulte and
for the township, consid-
ering that the property
was originally scheduled
formobile homes. “That
was not compatible with
the surrounding area,”
Nix said. “This isa fill-in
parcel. Ifwe can get
more families inthere,
that3 great. We know the
(Northville) school board
said they need more
children.”

A number of other
residential areas are
planned inNorthville
Township, including
neighborhoods specifi-
cally for emﬁty—nesters,
ameans tokeep inthe
community those resi-
dents whose children
have flown the nest.

“We e looking at the
master plan tosee how
much acreage we have
left for residential,” Nix
said.

Jmaliszews@hometownHfe.com

248-396-6620
Twitter: Ojmal iszews

View Online
www.hometownlife.com
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MARY ANN AFFLECK
LUTOMSKI Age 72 of
Goodyear, Arizona, originally
of Bloonmfield Hills, Michigan
entered into lifeeternal on
Friday, March 17, 2017. Born
June 8, 1944 to Gregor and
Elizabeth Affleck of Bloonfield
Hills, Michigan. She is
survived by hushand, Burt

R. Shurly II; daughter, Karen
Lutomski Biddulph (Curt)

and son, Karl F. Lutomski

Jr. (Carla); grandchildren,
Brynlee, Braxten, and Brittan
Lutomski, Lily Biddulph; and
step-children, Burt Shurly

IV (Lauren) and Rosmary
Barbara Duval (Chris). Mary
Ann ispreceded indeath by
her parents; brother, Gregor
Affleck; and first hushand,

Dr. Karl F. Lutomski, DDS,

MS, PC. Mary Ann was a
graduate of Kingswood School
Cranbrook and the University
of Michigan where she majored
in Industrial Math and Art.
Mary Ann spent her childhood
living in the Affleck House,

a Frank Lloyd Wright home
built for her family and later
donated to Lawrence Technical
University. Mary Ann was very
active in philanthropic efforts,
leading Kingswood School3
Giftorama and Cranbrook Gala
de Cuisine annual events.
When Mary Ann and Burt
moved to California, she led
efforts as President and then
Treasurer of the Assistance
League of Huntington Beach,
raising $2 million each year
benefitting local children. She
was a veracious reader, a
worldwide traveler, and a true
friend through and through.
Her magnetism, exceptional
cooking and entertaining
brought people together. Mary
Ann will be missed greatly

by her husband, children,
grandchildren, extended
family, and all those she
lovingly touched in her life.

In lieu of flowers the family
requests donations be sent to:
Cranbrook Schools: https://
schools.cranbrook.edu/page,
LUNGevity: https://www.
lungevity.org, International
Myeloma Foundation: https://
www.myeloma.org,Assistance
League of Huntington Beach:
https://www.assistanceleague.
org/huntington-
beach/#1450582126817-
968a53a3- 5d5f. In California:
Celebration of Life services will
be held in California on March
25th, 2017 at St Michaels and
All Angels, 3232 Pacific View
Drive, Corona del Mar, CA
92625, (949) 644-0463 at 2
p.m. Reception to immediately
follow at Shady Canyon Golf
Club, 100 Shady Canyon
Drive, Irvine, CA 92603.
Suggested hotel: Newport
Beach Marriott Fashion Island.
In Michigan: Celebration of
Life/Columbarium Committal
will take place on April 8, 2017
at Christ Church Cranbrook,
470 Church Road, Bloomfield
Hills, M1 48304, (248) 644-5210
at 10a.m.



My story: Living with Asperger’ syndrome

pril isrolling in

and, whilemany

kmay associate the
month with showers and
warmer weather, itis
also Autism Awareness
Month. “What isautism?”
some may ask. Google
defines itas “a mental
condition, present from
early childhood, charac-
terized by difficulty in
communication and
forming relationships
with other people and in
using language and ab-
stract concepts.”

An early age, lwas
diagnosed with Asperg-
erssyndrome, a milder
form of autism. Life for
students with special
needs can be hell while
youTe growing up.
Theresalways a sense of
isolation from other peo-
ple; you re always told
that you Tre “different.”
Words people use to de-
scribe those likeme can
range from “retard” to
“special,” but they all
mean the same thing: you
don’thelong and you fe
different.

While adults have
good intentions for chil-
dren with this diagnosis,
they have a hard time

BRIEFS

Continued from Page A4

some type of home own-
ership program. The
company also launched a
new partnership with
Homes for Heroes to
ensure more community
heroes are aware of the
discounts and savings
available to them.

Consumers searching
on the publicMLS web-
sites can benefit by im-
mediately seeing which
homes are eligible for
down payment help.
Home searchers can
clickthe Down Payment
Resource icon to check
their eligibility. Both the
home and thehome buy-
er must be eligible for
the home ownership
program.

Abby
Deselles

GUEST
COLUMNIST

putting themselves inour
shoes.

I considered high
functioning on the autism
spectrum. This means |
can communicate effec-
tivelyand I have an aver-
age or above-average
cognitive ability.

However, people like
me tend tohave trouble
reading social cues and
knowing what appropri-
ateand whatsnot. Be-
cause I'm high function-
ing, lwas placed inreg-
ular classes in school, the
equivalent of throwing
me ina lionsden, with
teachers and para-pro-
fessionalsmy only armor
from direct encounters.

K~ds with special
needs get some of the
worst treatment from
their peers. Itsastrug-
gle tocommunicate and
realize what S acceptable
and what$not. Kids with
autism are seen as a joke.

Itcan feel like the

Across southeast
Michigan, 71 percent of
Realcomp Il Ltd. listings
are eligible fora home
ownership program.
When consumers go to
MovelnMichigan.com,
they create theirown
custom home search,
selecting “down payment
assistance” toview prop-
ertieswith progranm eli-
gibility.

Down Payment Re-
source and Homes for
Heroes are also working
together so any “hero”
home buyer will see addi-
tional savings and dis-
counts they may be eligi-
ble for when buying a
home.

Now, when consumers
using Down Payment
Resource identify them-
selves as a firefighter,
active military or veter-
an, law enforcement,

REGIST
g VA
40thYear
W CAI .~

JOIN THE JOURNEY.
FREEPMARATHON . COM
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entire wor ld hates you
for just existing— like
youre always being pit-
ied, treated likeyou e
stupid or both. Iwas
raised to keep my condi-
tion a secret because it
carries a stigma, its
considered wrong and
weird.

I've had people take
advantage ofmy condi-
tionand judge me differ-
ently once they found
out. lremember inmid-
dle school how we would
have these things called
“Snack Pack,” and invite
kidswho werentinspe-
cial-needs program to
hang out with us. Most of
the time, these kids were
justusing itto get free
food. Later, we would see
some of the same kids
making fun of us inthe
hal lways with their
friends, usually by im-
itatingor mocking us. It
hurt a lot, but worse yet,
itwas widely accepted to
mistreat people likeme. 1
hear people use special
or retarded as an insult
in the hal Iways all the
time. Using someones
race as an insult is short-
sighted and no longer
tolerated, sowhy Is it0OK

teacher or health care
worker, they will see a
Homes for Heroes link
next to theirhome owner-
shipprogram results. It
will take them to the
Homes for Heroes web-
site so they can investi-
gate rebates, savings and
other discounts available
to them when buying,
selling or refinancing a
home.

Northville Realtor

honored

RE/MAX Dream Prop-
erties, 138 Main Center,
Northville, was recently
honored at the RE/MAX
of Southeastern Michi-
gan Awards Gala. The
event was held at the
Henry Ford Museum in
Dearborn and celebrated
the accomplishments of
RE/MAX s highest per-
formers in southeast

Kids with special needsgetsome of
the worst treatment from their peers.
It"sa struggle tocommunicate and
realize what 3 acceptable and whats
not. Kids with autism are seen as a

Joke.

touse mental disabilities
in the same way?

You can imagine that
many kids, including
myself, grew bitter from
this treatment. 1 got used
to hurtful comments and
to different treatment, be
itgood or bad. Ithought I
was immune to the things
people said, to the things
people did, but I really
wasnt lwas just detach-
ing from i, which isvery
different from being
immune.

lwas talking toa
teacher at my school one
day. When Ibriefly told
him that lwas bullied
and why, he only had one
question for me: “Was
there something wrong
with them or something
wrong with you?”

Iremember internally
smiling, the answer was

Michigan.

RE/MAX Dream Prop-
erties received the pres-
tigious Showcase Award
during the event. Show-
case Awards are based
on agent growth, average
yearly commission per
agent and average yearly
production per agent.
RE/MAX Dream Proper-
tieswas recognized for
achieving the highest net
gain for an office size of
11-25
agents.
The award
was ac-
cepted by
Lisa Hall,
broker/
owner,
REMAX
Dream
Proper-
ties.

“We arevery proud to
seeREMAX Dreanm
Properties recognized
for superior perfor-
mance,” said Magnus
Sublett, chief executive
officer, REMA X of
Southeastern Michigan.
“The hard work and dedi-
cation of Lisaand her
team have helped RE/
MAX maintain itsposi-
tion as the No. 1real-
estate company insouth-
east Michigan.”

“lam honored to be
recognized at the region-
al level for the accom-
plishments of REMA X
Dream Properties,” Hall
said. “Our entire teanm is
committed to providing
superior service toour
clients throughout the
Northville area. We look
forward toanother pro-

Hall

so obvious. I looked up at
him and replied, “There
issomething wrong with
me.

Until then he was not
nonchalantly listening,
but he quickly turned to
face me. “Wrong? There
isnothing wrong with
you.”

lwas confused when
he said this; what did he
mean by that? 14 always
believed that | was the
one who couldntcommu
nicate right or learn
things like everyone else.
For abriefmoment, all
my flaws crashed intoa
chaotic mess, a circus of
negativity withinmy own
thoughts. I realized just
then what his question
really meant. Ihad given
everyone who hurtme
Berr_nission tobecause |

elieved lwas born

ductive real-estate sea-
son.”

Industrial building
sold

Friedman Integrated
Real Estate Solutions
recently arranged the
sale of a 78,065-square-
foot industrial building at
23300 Haggerty Road,
Farmington Hills. The
seller, 23300 Haggerty
Associates, sold the
building to Humanetics
Innovative Solutions Inc.

Phil Konopitski, senior
vice president, Broker-
age Services atFried-
man, represented the
purchaser in this trans-
action.

Brokers honored

Friedman Integrated
Real Estate Solutions
announced the fol lowing
individuals in the Bro-
kerage Services division
were recently awarded
the 2016 CoStar Power
Broker Awards, which
honor the nation’ top
brokerage firms and
individuals incommer -
cial real estate: Glenn N.
DesRosiers, senior vice
president, Brokerage
Services; Rob Gagniuk,
associate, Brokerage
Services; Todd Hawley,
senior vice president,

wrong. But really, itwas
the people who hurt me
who are trulywrong in
the end. Twas justme
and there would never be
anythingwrong with me
for being who lam. The
people who had hurtme
insome way were the
ones who were wrong.
They were the oneswho
thought they had the
right todeem others as
being abnormal or bro-
ken.

When Itell everyone
the story, itisnot for
pity. 1've had enough of
that. It to get people to
wake up and realize the
pain they are causing
others. My story gets a
happy ending here, but |
know many others out
there are still hurt and
bitter. lwant aworld
where people donthate
themselves for existing
or feel afraid of things
they can’tcontrol. lwant
the world changed tobe a
place where people can
be accepted for who they
are, not judged by it

Abby Desselles a student at
Plymouth High Sdol.

Brokerage Services; Alan
Stern, vice president,
Brokerage Services; and
Rich Deptula, national
director, Investment
Advisory Services.

The awards are pre-
sented to the top 15 indi-
viduals in their fieldwho
closed the highest trans-
actionvolume incom-
mercial property sales
and leases intheir re-
spective market during
the previous year.

In the Detroit met-
ropolitan market, Des-
Rosiers, Gagniuk and
Hawley were recognized
as Top Office Leasing
Brokers, SternasaTop
Retail Leasing Broker
and Deptula was recog-
nized as a Top Sales Bro-
ker. In addition, Fried-
man was honored as a
Top LeasingFirmand a
Top Sales Firm, ranking
in the top 15 firms inthe
Detroit metropolitan
market. CoStar isthe
largest independent in-
formation provider to
commercial real estate
professionals inthe Unit-
ed States.

To submi't real estate news,
emai | Joanne Mal iszewski at
Jmaliszens®
hometoamnlife.com.

Commercial brokers recognized included (from left) Glenn
DesRosiers, Robert Gagniuk, Todd Hawley, Alan Stern and

Rich Deptula.

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

1-800-Pack-Rat (MI-Plymouth-5514)

46201 5 Mile Rd
Plymouth, M1 48170
877-774-1537

Notice of Sale

Tenant:
Deck, William
Greene, Desmond

unit#

D54644
D52231

1-800-Pack-Rat (M1-Plymouth-5514), 46201 5 Mile Rd, Plymouth, M1

48170, has possessory

lien on all of the goods stored in the units above. All these items of personal property are
being sold pursuant to the assertion of the lien on 4/19/2017 at 10:00 AM in order to collect
the amounts due from you. The sale will take place on ww. ,strangeauctionservices.com from
4/19/2017 to 4/26/2017 at 6:00p-m.

Rblisrect Aril 68 18, 2017

ObotiPk ats

CITYCOMMISSIONNOTICE
CITYOF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS OF

CITY HALL, 201 S_MAIN
MONDAY APRIL 17, 2017

7:00P M
(734) 453-1234

Chapter 6-Alcoholic Liquors. Article Il -Licenses and Permits,
Section- 6-33, Licensing Policy

All interested persons are invited to attend.

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audjotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing,
to individuals with disbilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services may be made by

writing or calling the following:

on, Maurean Brodie.ADA Coordinator
201 S. Main Street Plymouth, Michigan 48170

"734)453-1234, Ext. 206
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- At WindowPRO,
we pride ourselves on mi

presenting the best quality

replacement windows, patio
doors and entry and storm doors

Privately owned for 5 generations, the

WindowPRO team has a combined 200 years of

experience inthe window and door industry.

Our history, expertise and dedication to
our customers make us a leader in

window and door replacement.
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EACHW

INSTALL

)

NDOW OR DOOR

PLUS,NO INI

OR PAYMEN

or on previous deals.

THE WINDOW REPLACEMENT EXPERTS

MARVINT&

-S FOR 12MONTHS Windows and Doors

See store for details. Not good with other offers

Builtaround you!

8/7/619.9773

INFINITY

IMBifrorr MARVIN

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Builtfor life
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Good Food

Sfcsh

Fresh Thyme
Coconut ya -

Skinny Pop or Paqui

Bakerly djj
Chocolate or

Breakfast ii

Cereal m
Assorted
Varieties N
16-24 oz. N

2 <OF

C

Fresh Thyme ~
Pepper Jdi: *
Cheese ).

D991

Fresh Thyme )
Ground ip
Coffee

Assorted
Varieties =
10-12 oz. III
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USA HOCKEY

SPORTS

St. Cyr standing tall

Goaltender’ inspired two-year run with
NTDR closing with stint at I1H
Under-18 Men*s Worlds in Slovakia

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Dylan St. Cyr only stands 5
feet, 8 inches, but he isabout to
be a big presence on the world
hockey stage.

St. Cyr, 17, son of former
women 5 professional goaltend-
er Manon Rheaume and ex-
minor league player Gerry St.
Cyr, is competing through
April 23 at the I IHF Under-18
Men SWorld Championship in
Slovakia.

Thatswhere St. Cyr and his
teammates on the U.S. National
Team Development Program

PREP BASEBALL

mp

U18 squad are capping off an
intense, two-year journey.
“Anytime you put on the
USA Hockey jersey, whether
its international or USHL
games or college games, its
special,” St. Cyr said during a
recent interviewat USA Hock-
ey Arena inPlymouth. “But
obviously, it5 just a different
mindset, itsa different feel.
“You know you e going up
against every other country.
It5 a really special feeling
going into places like Sweden,
Slovakia. I'm really excited

See ST. CYR, Page B2
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TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE .COM
248-926-2237

In net for U.S.

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Northville®s Dylan St. Cyr stands inside USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, where he has been a standout the past two
seasons with the National Team Development Progranm.

STillW

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Salem baseball players spread tarps as the rain begins Monday. The storm passed and play resumed againstWayne Memorial.

OPENING DELAY

llet weather interrupts

Salems home opener
against llayne, but game
resumes and Rocks prevail

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

The bunting decorated the
backstop at Salem High School
and the hot dog grill was back
inbusiness Monday afternoon.

Mother Nature also had her
say inmatters as the Rocks
hosted Wayne Memorial ina
KLAA varsity baseball cross-
over game, opening the 2017
season for the home team after
a string of rainouts.

For awhile, itlooked like
Salem would be 0-for-5 against
Michigan unpredictable
spring weather, when lightning

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Monday was the firsttime Erich

Payne pitched for Salem since his

sophomore year.

and thunder - and then rain-
forced the teams to their re-
spective dugouts with the
Rocks up 1-0 in the top of the

BILL BRESLER |[STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Salem"s Luke Hindt (left), who scored on awild pitch on this play, watches
as teammate Henry Runnells istagged out trying to make ithome from

See BASEBALL, Page B2  second. Tagging himout isWayne Memorial catcher Tyler Hamilton.

PREP BASEBALL

Warriors, Eagles ready to take on MIAC

For Lutheran Westland and Plymouth Christian,
new season one of optimism and hope

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Weather iswarming up in
Observerland and so ishigh
school baseball in the Michi-
gan Independent Athletic
Conference.

Both Lutheran Westland
and Plymouth ChristianAcad-
emy are optimistic about be-
ing competitive intheM1AC
in 2017, although the incline

FILEPHOTO
Rounding the bases during a 2016
game isLutheran Westland's Drake  might be a bit steeper for the
Snyder. He ispartof the VWarriors® youn% Eagles.
inpressive cast of returnees for Following isa glimpse at
2017.

both teams as the season be-
gins inearnest this week.

Lutheran Westland

For veteran Warriors head
coach Kevin Wade, lastyear
was one of the best in school
history with an 18-6 record
and district championship.

That team lost “irreplace-
able” Jordan Williams and
Brent Croft to graduation. But
Wade isnttoo concerned be-
cause “we have guys who are
ready to step inand pick up
where they left off."

Lutheran Westland does
return a trio of senior captains
in outfielder-pitchers Drake
Snyder and Kory Barikmo and
shortstop-pitcher Andy Faith.

"All three young men bring
different talents to the team,
so they complement each
other well,”Wade said. “Each
has a drive and determination
to be successful and that will
be infectious with the rest of
the team."

They are three of nine

See MIAC, Page B2

PREP SOFTBALL

Salen
hungry for
big 2017

season

U-M-bound Overaitis leads
talented, young cast
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Salem isabout to rip up the
template.

Although the Rocks do
have two important seniors in
Emily Stewart and Kristin
Mihalic, veteran softball
coach Bonnie Southerland can
comfortably pencil into the
lineup a number of juniors,
sophomores and even fresh-
men without worry.

Led by junior shortstop and
all-stater Morgan Overaitis,
who isverbally committed to
play Division I softball at
Michigan, and coming offan
outstanding 28-9 season, all
signs point to Salem having a
KLAA juggernaut inthe 2017
season.

And Southerland isn’tjust
looking at going for another
KLAA Central Division cham-
pionship, either.

“We are young and we are
experienced,” Southerland
said. “Great team chemistry
and their work ethic shows
they are committed to this
team and towinning.

“The continued sensational
attitudes this season by all the
girls will take this team far.”

Southerland added that if
the players remain “focused,
unselfish and healthy, we will
be a team to look for and will
be able to contend at the most
important time — state tour-
nament time."

Tough to beat

Opponents definitely will
be looking to somehow stop
Overaitis, who Southerland
said batted .602 with 55 RBIs
last spring inaddition tobeing
avacuum at short.

“Morgan Overaitis will
again take on all who dare to
hit that ball up the middle,”
Southerland said. “Morgan
has a quick release, gets a
jump on the ball, turns the
double play with ease and
reads the batters well.”

The Rocks have a pair of

See SALEM, Page B3
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FILEPHOTO

Expected to be Salem"s go-to
pitcher isjunior Maddy Rosiewicz.
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about having played in those
five tournaments (over the
past two years) and being here
and part of that.”

The Northville resident’
most recent international tour-
nament might be tough to sur-
pass, however.

Shootout star

At the Five Nations Tourna-
ment during February inSwe-
den, St. Cyr stoned four of six
Swedish skaters ina shootout
as Team USA prevailed 5-4 in
the gold medal game.

“In our final game, to battle
the adversity that we did, so
many penalties called against
us and scoring with about three
seconds left, down a man,” St.
Cyr said. “That was pretty cool
stuff to go into overtime and
force a shootout, which was
awesome.”

Another Michigan product,
forward Josh Norris of Oxford,
was the hero at the end of reg-
ulation with his shorthanded
goal, which gave St. Cyr his
chance to shine in the ultimate
pressure situation.

Beginning thisweek, St. Cyr
and company will try to have
the same kind of success. The
U18 squad faces Belarus and
Russia on Thursday and Sat-
urday, respectively, during the
preliminary round. The top
four teams in each of two pools
will advance to the quarterfi-
nals.

Whatever happens in Slova-
kia, the Northville High School
senior will be more than ready
to start his collegiate hockey
career at Notre Dame.

St. Cyr originally committed
to the University of Michigan,
but earlier this year decided -
with encouragement from his
parents — tochange his future
address.

“I think itwas a collective
decision, just family and all,”
he said. “My dad has been
along the way, too. He wasna
goalie, but he was a player.

“He 5 helped me, especially
mentally and in influencing
decisions. | just think itwas
the right decision for every-
one.”

Learning curve

The growth St. Cyr has
made in his second season with
USA Hockey undoubtedly
could help lifthim toa success-
ful NCAA Division I career.

With the U18 team, which in
addition to tournaments faces a
demanding slate of games
against college and United
States Hockey League teams,
St. Cyr so far has played 40
games and posted a 2.79 goals-
against average with .896 save
percentage while going 26-11.

As an NTDP rookie in 2015-
16 with the U17 team, he gave
up 3.31 goals per game and won
just 13 of 34 decisions. In the
NTDP, elite junior players
from around the country are
procured for a unique, two-
year program with the purpose
of winning medals.

“Its a process. You show up
here and you Te playing against
older guys,” St. Cyr said. “It%
really something you want to
experience so you can move
and challenge yourself to play
against those older guys.

“Moving forward, Ithink its
really going to help inthe long
run, getting that experience
that no other kids our age are
getting, playing against college
kids now.”

Yet, as any goalie will attest

MIAC

Continued from Page Bl

senior returnees, providing
Wade with plenty of experi-
ence as the Warriors navigate
through the M 1 AC waters.

That group includes Ben
Brown (catcher), Zach English
(third base), ColinMcLaughlin
(second base), Jeremy Orme
(first base-pitcher), Evan Zaga-
ta (outfield-pitcher) and Greg
Miller (outfield-pitcher).

Also back are juniors Josh
Rockensuess (infield-pitcher),
Christian Zimmerman (out-
field-pitcher) and sophomore
Nate Schaffer (infield-pitcher).

A pair of senior newcomers
also could spice things up for
the squad. Luke Konkel will
play third base and pitch, while
Grant Ingersoll is ready to
helip out anywhere in the in-
fieldand on the mound.

“Ithinkwe will compete
just fine inour division,” Wade
said. ‘We have a good mix of
experience and talent that
should keep us inmost games.

“We have a lotofguys who
can throwas well, which will
be important as games get
stacked up as the season goes
along.”

\

RENA LAVERTY J[USA HOCKEY

Maintaining sharp focus as he knocks a shot away with the knob of his

goalie stick isTeam USA*s Dylan St. Cyr.

THE ST. CYR FILE

Who: Dylan St. Cyr, 17, a senior at Northville High School and goaltender
for the U.S. National Team Development Program Under-18 team.

What: St. Cyr and histeammates are finishing their NTDP careers April
13-23 in Slovakia. They will play inthe 2017 International Ice Hockey Feder-
ation Under-18 Men*s World Championship.

Michigan flavor In addition to St. Cyr, Michigan products skating inthe
tourney include defenseman Tommy Miller (West Bloomfield) and forwards
Logan Cockerill (Brighton) and Josh Norris (Oxford).

Openers: Team USA, slotted into the B pool, will open preliminary round
play Thursday against Belerus and will follow up with a Saturday game
against Russia. Top four teams inthe A and B pools advance to the quarter-

finals.

Personal: St. Cyr*s parents are Manon Rheaume and Gerry St. Cyr, both
former minor league hockey players. Rheaume, also a goaltender, isthe
only female to suitup for a National Hockey League team. She played
several preseason games in 1992 for the Tampa Bay Lightning. St. Cyr has
conmitted to play college hockey at Notre Dame.

RENA LAVERTY |[USA HOCKEY
Dylan St. Cyr and the restof the
U.S. NTDP Under-18 teanm begin play
Thursday at the IIHFU18 World
Championship in Slovakia.

1o, the nature of the position
itself requires the ability to
have a shortmemory and flick
away any bad experiences as
though they were beads of
sweat.

Thanks, mom

Thatswhere St. Cyr doesnt
mind having the first female
professional goaltender in
history in his family. Rheaume
won the silver medal for Cana-
da inthe 1998 Winter Olympics
inNagano.

“At a younger age,
(Rheaume) was more working
withme on the ice and working
withmy team, but thatwas ata
very young age,” St. Cyr said.
“And now, its just the mental
game, because thats some-
thing that’ always going to be
a part of the game, itsnot
going to change.

“So she’ really been there
forme a lot. Just know there
will be times that you e going
tobe on your downs and you e
going to have towork through
itand mentally overcome it |
think that’ been a really good
help for me this year.”

Although the good games
have far outnumbered the bad
thiswinter, Rheaume knows
from experience when to step
inand offer some advice or
encouragement.

“Usually, bad games ldon’t
like to talk about, | keep those
to myself,” St. Cyr said, nod-
ding with a smile. “But she
always tries tohelpme with
keeping confidence and always
just keeping the right mindset
going to the next game.

“Usually that night, 1"llbe
upset (about) it, but moving
forward from that there’ noth-
ing you can do. You got to
move forward.”

And by the end of April, St.
Cyr will be doing just that with
hisNTDP career coming toa
close.

Still a Mustang

He Mgraduate from North-
villeHigh, where during the
season he 5 attended morning
classes before finishing up
daily schoolwork at the rink.

“That was my school for all
my life, so I see all the same
friends,” he said. “It5 right
down the street, so I cantcom-
plain about it; its about two
minutes away from here.

“I really like Northville. It3
a great school, definitely chal-
lenges you. I go to three class-
es out of the four a day and
then I come over here.”

With the Notre Dame chap-
ter of his hockey lifewaiting
for him, St. Cyr will never
forget the whirlwind two sea-
sons wearing the red, white
and blue.

“Its been the most exciting
two years, but also the quickest
two years of my lifeand |
think everybody can tell you
that,” St. Cyr said. “It5% tough,
t;gg its funand lenjoyed ita

“But you really dontbelieve
it5 going to be that quick of a
two years, but when you look
now, therelonly (several)
games left, it5 crazy toeven
think about that.”

Not all that crazy isthe
notion St. Cyr could soon add to
his growing pile of hockey

gold.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dropping a bunt during a 2016 game isPlymouth Christian Academy"s

Austin Andres.

Plymouth Christian

The backdrop isone of rela-
tive uncertainty for Plymouth
Christian coach Joe Bottorff
and the Eagles.

A handful of players gradu-
ated, but Bottorff said there is

reason for optimism.
“Fortunately, we have sev-
eral players with significant
experience thatare hungry for
their turn to start," he said.
Certain tospark PCA is
senior leadoff hitter Matt Cu-
sumano, who will divide time

BASEBALL

Continued from Page Bl

third on a wild pitch (scoring
Luke Hindt, who doubled to
left in the inning).

But instead of another
postponement, the bad weath-
er subsided enough for the
game toresume. Salem ulti-
mately won 9-2 insix innings,
behind home runs from Tre-
vor Genaw and Danny Diaz
and strong pitching from
starter and winner Erich
Payne.

Tap performers for Wayne
Memorial (2-4) were sopho-
more Gio Ramirez (two hits)
%SE?I senior Brandon Pryzbala

“l guess that3 Michigan,
though, you got tokind of
expect it,” Salem’ third-year
head coach John Wright said
during the weather delay.

‘We Te real blessed this year
with 10 or 12 pitchers, so
when these games have tobe
backed up, we e still going to
be able to throw people out
there that have a littlebit of
experience on the mound.”

Zebras counterpart Kerry
Johnson, starting his first
season at the helm, shook his
head about the delay, which
came moments after Ramirez
reached firstbase on a sharp
single to left.

“You know, as a coach, |
always want toplay and at
least get four innings in,”
Johnson said. “Because mak -
ing up a game ispretty diffi-
ault, with the schedules. We
play a lotof three-day weeks
already.”

Should Wednesday s
weather cooperate, the Rocks

were scheduled to host North-

villeforaKLAA Central
Division doubleheader, while
Wayne was tobe atLivonia
Franklin for a twinbill.

“Luckily, Igotmy one and
two guys ready for Wednes-
day,” Johnson said, referring
tosenior Devin Puckett and
junior Tyler Napier. “With the
new pitching ruleswith the
days offbetween number of
pitches, you have tobe care-
ful who you use each partic-
ular game.”

Salem preview

Wright pointed to the fact
Payne toed the rubberMon -
day, returning after a two-

year absence due toarm trou-
ble, as an indication the Rocks

could be ready for a big year.
“It5 his first time pitching

off themound for Salem since

his sophomore year,” Wright
said. “He pitched inthe sum-

mer lastyear. Hisarm ishack

tonormal, sowe e happy to
have him.”

Payne and juniors Jake
Seipenko and Sean McCor-
mack (an all-districtpitcher
in 2016) will be throwing to

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Salem"s Danny Diaz and
teammates watch the ball as he
hits a double. Diaz will be a go-to
player on offense this season for
the Rocks.

catcher Noah Haran, who has
upped hisgame since last
season, the coach noted.

“He Smade some serious
strides to get better,” Wright
said. “We Te real excited with
him thisyear and how good
he s gotten.”

According toWright, an-
other plus for the Rocks will
be defense all over the field.

“I likewhere we Te at right
now; we returned a lotof
defensive guys,” he said. “We
moved a couple guys to dif-
ferent spots, but infield is
pretty much everybody re-
tumns."

Payne and Seipenko are
two of the captains, with the
others being leadoff hitter
Trevor Genaw and Matt
Brooks.

Genaw isrelegated to
designated hitter duties to
open the season because he is
recovering from atom la-
brum suffered during football
season. But he can still swing
the bat. Once he iscompletely
healthy, he will take over
right field.

When McCormack isnt
pitching, he llplay left field,
whi le first-year varsity play-
er Hindt ismaking some
noise in center field.

“(Hindt) has real good
speed, thatswhy we have him
out there,” Wright said. “I
think he 3 going to be pretty
solid. We "Il find out.

“This isour firstgame, so
I'm not really sure what we
have yet.”

Sparking the offense will
be Seipenko and senor third
baseman Danny Diaz, inhis
second year on the varsity.

Rounding out the roster
are Guido Costantino, Gage
Moyers, Ryan Lambrix, Jere-
my Armstead, Ryan McAu-
liffe, Noah Daugherty, Carl-
ton Harper, Adam Pitcole,
Ryan Boyd, Jack Savage and
Henry Rennells.

tsmith@hometownl ife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

With rain clouds hovering, Jack Savage of Salem awaits the pitch. The
catcher forWayne Memorial isTyler Hamilton.

between shortstop and out-
field.

“Matt isa perfect leadoff
hitter,” Bottorff said. “He al-
ways puts the ball inplay and
his speed puts pressure on the
defense.”

Other seniors are Josh Ma -
son, power-hitting cleanup
hitter Nathan Bishop, Brendan
Hess, Adam Albert and Austin
Andres.

The latter isone of PCA 3
top starting pitchers as well as
an all-around talent who will
start in center field on non-
pitching days.

“Austin has power and
speed and aggressively attacks
the defense at the plate and on
the bases,” Bottorff said.

P CA 5 other top starting
pitcher isversatile junior Phil-
lipMorby (who will play catch-
er, first base or shortstop when
not on the mound).

“Phillip isa very smart
player, hits for a high average
and isan excellent base-run-
ner,” Bottorff said.

Bottorffalso can get innings
out of Mason, Norby Fernan-
dez and Elijah Grit, among
others.

“With thenew MHSAA
pitch count rule,” Bottorff
said, “pitching will be ata
premium and we will use

around nine different guys at
some point during our 28-game
schedule.”

A lotof the offense will be
set up by Cusamano at the top
of the order. But Bishop (catch-
er, firstbase, pitcher) hopeful -
Iy will then clear the bases
from his cleanup spot in the
lineup.

“Nathan was a clutch pinch
hitter late ingames last season
and lam excited to see how he
does as a full time player,”
Bottorff said.

Flexibilitywillbe PCA'S
main ingredient. Sophomore
Gritand Mason can play third
base and the outfield; Albert is
ready for second base or out-
field duty; sophomore Fernan-
dez can chip inat either middle
infield spot; junior Conner
Smith isavailable at second
and the outfield; and Bottorff
can plug Hess and junior Ga-
vin Goerke into the outfield.

Other players set to help the
cause include: juniors Caleb
Godin and Evan Wright; sopho-
mores Aaron Geisler and Tyler
Joseph and freshmen, Aiden
Andres and C.J. Mangum.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



GIRLS SOCCER

PCA squad to feature improved depth

Eagles double size of roster,
boast nucleus of strong players

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Plymouth ChristianAcad-
emy Svarsity girls soccer pro-
gram ison the rise, inmore
ways than one.

The Eagles, coached by
former PCA player Annette
Somercik, have doubled the
roster from 10 to 20 as the sea-
son opens Thesday against
Parkway Christian.

“Not only that, but the talent
has improved overall,” Somer -
cik said. “Returning players are
looking better and the new
players are exceptional .

“I feel likewe have an hon-
est shot at making itto states. It
all depends on us staying close
toeach other and working
hard.”

After winning itsdistrict last
spring, PCA lost itspostseason
mojo. Thats something Somer -
cikwants toguard against this
time around.

“Hopeful ly thisyear, we can
keep our spark and fight hard
on the field the whole season,”
she said.

PCA 5 core of leaders in-
cludes seniors Jessie Paulson
and Allie Crecelius and sopho-
more Crystal Bock. All are

returning Class D all-staters,
with Paulson at midfield, Cre-
celius at forward and Bock on
defense.

“She isdirector of the team,
Somercik said about Crecelius.
“She isconsistently making
sure that everyone is in the
right place and on the same
page as the rest of the team.
Our vocal leader on the field.”

Paulson ismore of a “quiet
leader,” while Bock “has a lot of
spark and isvery passionate
and knowledgeable about soc-
cer. She keeps the team inor-
der and motivated. Really look-
ing forward toseeing her im-
pact on the field this year.”

Somercik said freshman
forward Danae Moriarty and
freshman midfielder Ava Atch-
ison have potential tomake a
quick impact.

Rounding out the roster are
seniors Kennedy Home , Rebek-
ah Vileo, Ruth Doty, Devon
Bums, Alyssa Hood, Thylor
Mistele and Hannah Liabenow;
juniors Natalie Shaffer, Jessica
McHugh and Isabel Nunez;
sophomores Thylor Maxwel |
and Shelby Johnson; and fresh-
men Rosalia Vileo, Addison
Moore, GloriaRavuri and Han-
nah Askew.

FILEPHOTO

Salem firstbaseman Jordan Hazel (right), shown during a 2016 game, isone of anumber of solid returnees for

the Rocks.

SALEM

Continued from Page Bl

strong seniors in outfielders
Stewart and Mihalic, the
latter beginning her fourth
year as a starter.

“Kristinwill slide over to
take on the leadership duties
in center field,” Southerland
said. “Kristin is fast, smart
and versatile ...also has a
powerful bat and will most
likelymove in the four slot.”

In 2016, Mihalic led the
team with 10 home runs and
Southerland said she could
double that total.

As for Stewart, who also
can help at designated play-
er, the coach noted she pos-
sesses “an amazing attitude
and continues towork at all
parts of her game. Emily is
our go-to player that keeps
us inthe game. She isa lead-
er."

The listof potentially
major contributors does not
stop with Overaitis, Mihalic
and Stewart.

Southerland has several
key returning juniors in
pitcher Maddy Rosiewicz,
utility player Caroline Miller,
catcher-third baseman Ma-

kayleigh Silverman and out-
fielders Morgan Reno and
Averie Hauser.

Rosiewicz (alsoable to
help out at second base) “is
one of the best in the league.
The way Maddy mixes up
pitches and shuts batters
down is for sure an asset to
any team. Maddy has in-
credible endurance and
stamina.”

Miller can be slotted in
anywhere on the field, al-
though she likelywill get
most of her time at third
base.

“We need her wheels,
smart bat and (she is) the one
who isgetting that nod for
the hot corner,” Southerland
said. “Caroline’s quickness
and range will be the key to
getting us out of those games
where the small ball teams
try to take advantage.”

Young guns

Salem also has some soph-
omores who already have
shown they can cut the mus-
tard at the varsity level,
namely second baseman
Amy Hines, catcher Hailey
Dechalk and firstbaseman
Jordan Hazel.

Southerland said Hines is
an excellent fielder who will
team up with Overaitis to

turn many double plays.
Dechalk istaking over from
2016 graduate (and four-year
starter) Kara Hutchison.

“Hailey isready for this
challenge and is fitting in
quite nicely,” Southerland
said. “Dechalk will be work-
ing with all the pitchers and,
with her strongarm and
quick release, she will be
shutting down those base
running attempts.”

Hazel, a left-handed hitter,
posted a .367 average as a
freshman and will be count-
ed on to keep on delivering at
the plate. “Hazel s ability to
hit left will certainly keep
the opponent on thelr toes as
she can really do somany
different things,” Souther-
land said.

Newcomers include junior
infielder Sophia Smock,
sophomore pitcher Rae
Campbell, freshman utility
player Audrey Whipple and
freshman firstbaseman-
catcher Grace Hokett.

Salem, which enjoyed a
14-0 lead over Wayne Memo -
rial before a rain delay Mon -
day, was scheduled to host
Northville on Wednesday in
KLAA Central Division ac-
tion.

tsmith@hometomnlrfe.com
Twitter. @TimSmith_Sports

ROUNDUP

Softball

A nine-hitbarrage lifted
Plymouth varsity softball
team toa 4-1victory Monday
over South Lyon East in the
KLAA opener for both teams.

The Wildcats displayed
power bats, with Whitney
Holden hittinga home run and
Haley Gagnon tripling.

Chipping intwo RBIs was
Kiersten Metz.

Jenny Bressler was the
starting and winning pitcher.
She struck out 11 batters ina
complete game.

“The girlscame together to
successfully clinch a great
win,” Plymouth head coach
Lauren Evans said.

Baseball

PLYMOUTH 13, S.LEAST 3
(5): Also Monday, Plymouth
routed South Lyon East ina
game called after five innings
due tothe MHS A A mercy rule.

The Wildcats had anumber
of contributors on offense ina
13-hit attack, with Sam Bruscz

BOYS GOLF

going 2-for-3 with a triple.

Contributing one hiteach in
two at-bats for Plymouth were
Evan Good, Austin Scheffer,
Mike Wischer and Jacob Mac-
Brien.

Earning the win after pitch-
ing three shutout innings was
Brendan Lacorato, while Dylan
Brown closed out the game
with two scoreless innings of
relief.

STEVENSON 3, FRANKLIN 1:
A three-run surge in the third
inningMonday lifted Livonia
StevensontoaKLAA cross-
over win at Livonia Franklin.

The win improved the Spar-
tans record to 4-0 overall and
3-0 inthe KLAA, while Frank-
lin fell to 3-1.

Stevenson parlayed five hits
into the three-run third, with
RBI hitsby George Ferguson,
Mark Petterson (2-for-3) and
Jacob Way.

Other Spartans to record
hits included Chris Tanderys,
Michael DiPonio and Danny
Morris.

Early tourneys could set
the tone for Churchill

Tim Smith

hometownlife.com

Experience isLivonia Chur-
chills key ingredient as the
Chargers prepare to improve
on lastyear’$6-5 record, in-
cluding 3-2 inthe KLAA South
Division.

Chargers head coach Paul
Worley, meanwhile, also can
throw ina dash ofhome cook-
ing, beginning with Thursday’
Kensington Conference pre-
tournament at Whispering
Willows.

“We will be looking tomove
up in the rankings this season,”
Worley said. “And with our
opening event for the confer-
ence at our home course ... this
could give us a jump-start on
the season.”

Churchill also could enjoy a
springboard to success with a
good showing at the Livonia
City Invitational. That event
features a Ryder Cup format,
with the first tee shot set for 3
p.m. Wednesday, April 19, also
atWhispering Willows.

Worleys scorecard will
feature senior co-captains John
Doyle and Peyton Elkins. Also
showing skills and consistency
so far during practices are
senior Aaron Walton, junior
Logan Welch and sophomore
Max Proulx, who will round out
the top five.

Pushing to crack the lineup
wall be seniors Davis Coughlin
and Robbie Gulick.

Franklin outlook
The return of a core of solid
players also should help Livo-
nia Franklin’ cause in 2017.
Coaches Jason Rammler

and Justin Adams have a group
of returnees, augmented by
several impressive newcom-
ers, enough for the starting
lineup to change from match to
match.

Junior Jacob Kenward and
freshman Brandon Tirador will
share captain’ duties for the
Patriots.

Franklin, which finished 4-3
overall last season, also will
bank on seniors Owen Sullivan
and Graham Opie and juniors
David Shoemaker, Eric Libe-
rate and Trevor Van Vliet.

Plymouth Christian

At Plymouth Christian
Academy, the Eagles’varsity
co-ed golf team will be led into
Michigan Independent Athletic
Conference action by first-year
head coach Al Hing.

Much of the roster isnew,
too, but Hing raves about the
“exceptional effort” being
demonstrated by his golfers,
both individually and as part of

the wnit.

“The 2017 Eagles golf squad
has blossomed and we have
more than a dozen young men
and women primed tocom-
pete,” Hing said. “Playing the
game of golf isan individual
match against a course and
how well we compete isagainst
ourselves on the links. 1've got
a fine group ofsioung men and
women whose skillsare devel-
oping, both inbody and mind,
whose goals are champion-
ships.”

CA opens the regular sea-
son April 20 against Allen Park
Inter City Baptist.
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Professional

dl your negds...

FROGS LAWN CARE -We only use
wolk behlnds no riders. Spring clean
up. Hedge trimming. 313-556-6508

Palnfiinq Bg‘ Robert - Wallpaper
RemoYal “Interior "Exterior® Plos
Drywadll Repair "Staining. 40 yrs ex
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-814

neighborly deals...

LIVONIA: Estate Sale.
34012 Covenlry Dr. Wed 8. Thurs.
10-5. Complete estate, full household.

Livonia Moving Sale 29925 Greenloi
St. Apr. 14-19, 9-3p. Furn. Clothes
tools, Appliances 8. much more.

Adopt Me

find a new friend.
"\y; Domestic Pets

1Dog, Block Lab, Male, 1yr old,
1AKC re%istered, $400 obo, call or
Itext (313)695-9942

Assorted

all kinds of things...
0  Appliances

ENMORE fridge, stove, dishwasher
er the counter microwave, black,
yrs old $500. Andrew 248-761-8221

General Merchandise

ROUND STONES, 2-4", 200 lbs, $50.
Sears Generator 6500 watts, used 3x"s
$500. MIsc. aquarium supplies 8,
equip. 248-477-2333

Novena

Proyer to the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit,
youwho mokes me see everything
ond who showed me theway to reach
my _ldeal. You who gave me the
divine gift to forgive ond forget the
wrong that Isdone tome and you who
are In all Instances of my lifewith
me, |, In this short dialogue want to
thank you for everything and confirm
once more thot Inever want to be
separated from you no matter how
great the material desires may be. |
wont tobe with you and my loved
ones Inyour perpetual glory. Amen.
Thank you for your love towards me
nd my" loved ones. Soy for 3 _
consecutlve days without mentioming
your petitionond your prayer willl be
answered. Promlse to publish thl
proyer. Also wish to thank Blesse
Mother, St. Joseph ond St. Jude.
Thank you St. Jude for all favors
received. J.M.

Yard and Outdoor

SNAPPER RIDING MOWER,
28" cut, electric start, mulcher/
side discharge. $250. 734-658-1622

Careersl .
#daSli,; -,
new beginnings. ..
Engineering & IT

Engineering: Federal-Mogul
Powertrain LLC has on opening for
an Application Engineer In Plymouth,
M1, responsible for concept, désign,
development, and production support
of powertrain system components and
power cylinder systems, including
customer progranm develoFment
(APQP), portdesign, verfflcatlon ond
validation testing, failure analysis,
value analysis/value engineering, cus-
tomer Interfacing, ond simultaneous
engineering with manufocturln .
plants. Bachelor®s degree In materi-
als, metallurgical, or mechanical en-
gineering ond 8 years of related expe-
rience required. Mail resume to Sandi
Price, Federal-Mogul Powertrain,
47001 Port St., Plymouth, M1 48170;
reference Job Code AE-1. No phone
calls please.

Frd
what you
warnt n
CLASSIFIED!

CareerBurlder.

Go Beyond the Job Search.

X/ ”Engineering & IT M W * Engineering & IT

Robert Bosch LLC seeks a Sr Sys-
tems Engineer at Its facility located
In Farmfngton Hills, MI. Teleconm
Bermlt_ted up to 2 daysAvk. REQS:
h.D. inMech Eng, Auto En%, or
Aerospace Eng + 3yrsexp Inauto-
motive, aerospace, or other Industry
rel to combustion engine tech. Alter-
native, Master*s InMech Eng, Auto
Eng, or Aerospace Eng + 5yrs exp
In automotive, aerospace, or other In-
dustry rel to combustion engine tech.
Applicant must have exp w/: 1. En-
gine power train simulation
(GTSulte); 2. Knock modeling of gas-
oline combustion engine; 3. Predic-
tive combustion duration modeling
accounting for fuel composition, ho-
mogenization, Siambient air humidi-
ty; 4 Designing of experiments for
mopglng of engine models to test da-
ta; 5.10 vehicle modeling; 6. CFD
modeling of combustion processes; 7.
Meshing of variable volume combus-
tionchamber with second mesh of 2-
phase liquid Injection; S,, §& Multi
compojremt liquid 8, 2-phase fuel mod-
_Appllcants who are Interested
fn this_position should apply online a
www.boschlobs.com and séarch Se-
nior Systems Engineer (REF 18401).

Senior Software Engineer for AVL
Test Systems, Inc. In Plymouth, M.
Requires a Bachelor®s dégree In
Computer Science, Computer Engi-
neermg, Electrical Engineering or
related field and 5 years” experience
with oblect-orlented design, develop-
ment and Implementation of custom-
ized real-time embedded software us-
ing Cft, .NET, Visual Basic and SQL-
relational database mana%ement sys-
tems for automotive test bed meos-
urer ........ - - s for automotive
customers Including performing re-
qulrements and specifications analy-
sis; develaplnty englineering require-
menits and design documertedion;
Implementing software systéem archi-
tecture; configuration of conversion
Tools for ASAN 0DS database; per-
fo_rmm? functional decomposition,
unit 8, Integration testing, technical
documentation ond sKstem Imple-
mentation support. The position is lo-
cated In Plymouth, M1 with 5% trav-
el to customers throughout the U.S.
Position may require the Individual
towork at various unanticipated cli-
ent locations throughout the U.S.
Send resume to AVL Test Systenms,

., tn: Fabiola Conti, 47603 Hal -
yard Drive, Plymouth, M1 48170-2438.
I;_Iease Indicate SSETSI in sublect
ine.

Technical Specialist-Transmission
Controls for an Independenticompany
In Plymouth, MI engaged In the de-
velopment of powertrain systems
with Internal combustion enhgines 8.
transmissions as well os Instrumen
tatlon and test systems. Requires <
Bachelor®s degréee InMechanical E
glneerlng or related fieldand 5
years® experience leading the deslg
and development of control mqm
éngimeering solutions and so i
system Integration for automotlc
transmission controls for automotive
customers ond OEMs Including de-
veloping safety critical control sys-
tems_to International standards; ‘per-
forming FMEA of control systens;
loping test plans for SIL 8. HIL

views and providing technical gu .
once and mentoring to e_ngflneers ond
technical staff. The positfon Is locat-
ed In Plymouth, M1 with 25% period-

ic travel to unanticipated customer

sites throughout the U.S. Send re-

)to AVL Powertrain Engineer-

ich, 47603

General

Administrative Assistant

Department of Public Works
Full-Time Strong math and com-
puter skills (Word, Excel, BS8.A)

Must be able to multi-task 8.

prioritize work load.

Good customer service skills,

pleasant phone etiquette.
Job postmgl on the Two website.
www.plymouthtwp.org

Canton Township:Laborer (FT)
Canton Township Isnow decepting
abpAlilcatlans for the Full=Time La-
borer position. Application Dead-
line: Tuesday. April 25, 2017. Job
descrléytl_on_wnh complete qualifier
tlons 8. hiring proce:ss Is available
on the Canton Townshlp website:
http://canton.ag%lolggantpm.comllobs

CAREGIVER: Need caring staff to
provide community based training
and activities during the day
for gentleman with disability.
$13.25/per hr. 734-678-959

CO0K & BARISTA, FULL-TIME
mason Votl isninny! we are
xcltlng new place that lust

op- d offering coffee, beer, wine,
dwlches ina confortable at-
phere. Come check us out.

Very competitive salar%/.
Call: Daniel Calcaterra 734-756-6943

LANDSCAPE 8,
LAWN MAINTENANCE
Compam\r hiring fullTTtme Laborers.
P mil: 948-669-1350

General

NEEDED In NovlOfflcel Computer

knowledge a plus. Payroll, Payable 8,

Receivables experience preferred but
will train. Call Tom 248-349-4866

"\y~ Professional

- non-profit orgonlzotion |
vingstonyWestern Ookland
County with marketing, outreach, |
and management experience
cellent wage ond bemadiiltis.
...,>enzil resume to:
employment246egmoll.com EOE

Transportation
DRIVER ~LOCAL

Distributor seeking a seasonal
driver. All runs are_local with
opportunity for overtime. Must be
able to'lift 50+ Ibs, have a
chauffer®s license, operate a
manual transmission, ond operate
a truck with 14" trailer.

Call 248-887-6767 Or email resume
to: KSergottegeoturf.com

CSIGeoturT

Real Estaten

starting fresh...

J- u Home for Sale -
In State

DETROIT
n

d World Charm
3bdrm bu 0 i

w, piaster cove
ceilings, LR Din rm, huge mas-
ter bdrm, bsmt, 1.5cor GA $9,000
Century 21 Castelll 734-525-7900

o
ga
&

MINDEN - Thumb area on .45 ac.

3 Br,. 2 Both, ranch, Irgyard, front

i,back deck, $44,000. close to hunting.
Team Sunrise Real Estate.
Rose Cooper, 989-550-8361

Westland: HOUSE toCALL HOME
3 bdrm brick colonial, 2 full bath,
kitchen w/dIshwosher, fam rm,
deep 300" yd w/above ground pool,
2°car GA, $75,000.
Century 21 Castelll 734-525-7900

YPSILANTI: Huge Yard
3 bdirm, 2bath, 2000 built ranch,
eot-In kitchen w/appllances,
privacy fenced yard, CA. $69,000.
Century 21 Castelll 734-525-7900

Real Estate

"great place to liw...
Apartments 8 Lofts

Transportation

best deal for you...
"\/>Autos Wanted

H&W Top $$ Cash for lunk cars.
Free towing-7 days, 34yrs 734-223-5

Chevy 1500, 2000 Conversion w/Braun
wheelchair lift. 90K. $3300. 734.564.9817

Chevy "08 Uplander -7 pass, new brks/
AC controls, full pwr V6 $4900. 734-525-0722

Ad
what you
want n

CLASSIFIED!

Its not just about getting the job. Itsalso about what comes next. From asking for a raise to
seizing the right opportunities. Wherever you are inyour career, CareerBuilder has the
competitive insights and expert advice you need to get you where you want to be.

Check out the new CareerBuilder.com.

0 2015 CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved.

e CAREERBUILDER
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THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

1st Choice Mortgage

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

AF1 Financial

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

Fifth Third Bank

Lenderful.com

Ross Mortgage

Zeal Credit Union

NMLS#

138560

164511

2431

127931

399721

403245

1326443

107716

408356

30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.
(734) 707-8877 3.875 0 3.125
(800) 593-1912 3.875 0 3.125
(877) 234-0600  3.875 0 3.125
(248) 740-2323 3.99 0 3.125
(313) 565-3100 4.125 0 3.375
(800) 792-8830 4.125 0 3.375
lenderful .com 3.99 0 3.25
(248) 282-1602 4.25 0 3.25
(734) 466-6113 4.125 0.25 3.5

Above Information available as of 4/7/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loanwith20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Irc., Al Rights Reserved

GET COOKING WITH
THE EMPLOYMENT
CLASSIFIEDS!

Whether you*re looking for
a job in the food industry
or another field, we"ve got
the recipe for success!

- Generous portions of
regional listings

e A blend of employers and
employment agencies

SPICEUP YOUR CAREER -
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDSTO WORK FOR YOU!
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mit M1 W PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PU//T.FB

ACROSS 41 Sticky, 84 Reply to ‘Am 125 Tram rock 34 Desert i
1Not rough chewy candy  so!” 126 Beat back rodent gf E)e(zpfg?gaglc
7 Small digital 42 Shelters for85 More chancy 127 Luanda’s 35 Cpl. or sgL reef, naybe
Images backpackers 86 Mauna - country 36 Ecol., e.q. 82 Higﬁ RRS
expressing 45 Sash forCio- 87 Prefix with 37Sam—- 83 See
ideas Cio-San angle or fold DOWN 39 Gets, as 71-Across
13 Bus 47 Texteris ‘As 90 ‘Not 1 Mr. Kotter profifs 87 Become
schedule Isee it...- impressed” 2 Jack of old 43 No kiddin"l" 88 Rustic mail
abbr. 48 Election day, 92 Thrown- Westerns 44 Declaration abbr.
16 Bouquet- often: Abbr. away itens 3 Spaceship in while 89 What- —
bringing co. 49 Hold fast (to) 95 Tricky pool “Alien” pointing (conjectures)
19 0ahu_ 52 PII?Ce_S of shot 42004-15 46 Bleated 91 *48 electee
greetings Me" singer 99 Kosovo sarcastic 50 Car of the 93 Tending to
20 Extreme Simpson native recap series early 1900s wear down
eccentricity 57 They often 102 Norse god of  on Ei) 51 Memory 94 Adorning
21 lwy- (Yalle, include battle 5R&D room trace taudrily, with
e.g.) spiels 103 PC-sent 6 Sofia’s “that" 53 People in “4p-
23 Diamond 60 LuPone holiday 7 “E.T." boy aicealment 95 Singer
events who played greetings 8 Steins, ¢4 54 Poet Johnny
25 Any of 13 Evita 104 Some paved  §Bufip = leg Federico 96 Mongolians
Catholic 63 Bygone arteries 10 Actor Garcia - e.0. ’
leaders autocrat 107 "Phooeyl Malcolm- - 55 Sign Into law 97 Eifish one
26 Expertsat 64 Grimm bully 109 Capital of Warner 56 Lauder of 98 Allotment
CPR 65 Dasb nltall! Albania 11 Places to perfume 100 Require a
27 Prefix with 66 The “A" of 110 New attempt store frozen 57 Virus variety 110-Across,
gauge ACLU: Abbr. 111 Palmtop Tocks 58 Half-witted naybe
200n - streak 67 Mu - beef device, for 12 B-board 59 Half of sel 101 Movie critic
(winning big) 69 Some NFL sfort runners 60 City ENE of Richard
30 Was In linemen 112*= yello.vy 13 Skiing peak 22-Down 105 Onion part
need of 71 With ribbon ... 14 Co. shuffling 61 Love, toLuc 106 Isa litte too
restocking - 83-Down, 115 Salon 15 Hip-hop 62 Wrought up fond
31 Strong Italian like Rudolph colorant erformer 67 Sudden 108 ‘Ne - il
cheese 72 *Beholdl," in 117 Theme of 16 Rife with rush 114§_ etiCoym)
34 They're over Latin i ﬂ;:slpuzzle 17 Drive, ingolf 68 Actor Sparks 113 The same, in
gables 73 Dirt-dishing 121 Whole 18 Half-asleep 70 Curb locales France
36 Lakota’s Barrett wumber, e.g. 22 Largestport 75 “Shy" singer 114 ‘The Thin
language 74 Dear old dad 122 lriter in Italy DiFranco Man" dog
fanily 76 dog’s Waugh 24 K-0 middle 77 Ill-tempered 116 Afore
38 Ulting life 123 Tackled 29 Cook with 78 Lake 118 151, to Nero
syllable 78 Super-angry energetically Apple (Missis- 119 014 rival of
40 Parris Island 79 Orchestral = 124 Niger-to- 32 Luau cocktail sippi River Pan Am
mil. branch array Zambiadir. 33 Make invalid source) 120 She cackles
12 3 4 5
6
19
23
26
31 32 33
36 37
42
4 M 48
95 96 97 98 99
|
104 105
109
115 116
121
124 125

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve lcClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books at
Quil1DriverBooks. com

SUDOKU
A

1 8
2

4

2

L ocal news.

You donthave to fish for I

ItS right here, from the front
to the back of your Observer &

Eccentric Media newspapers.

Totally Local Coverage!

1o subscribe, call: 866-887-2737

O bserver & E ccentric
hom«towr>ll1f«.com jJVITEDI-A.

A CAHNCTT COMPANY

9
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SLPCX
EGSSU
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DY AGN
Y G SDE
EPGEWM
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WS G NI
CINAP

REATHENT
UMANAGEHWN
NO T TAXAL
GCI1CONTR
GRADESTD ]
RENALINE
GMEDITAT
WPYHNOTIS
EMSNOITTA
ARUYXREN
DRCGocCUWNY
I WP 1T WHNDO
I POCsSHOP
ADLINES.IL
PLOYHENT
ELERATI O
MNTATRALU
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Here*sHow ItWorks:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 hoxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1through

9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and hox. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided Inthe boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier itgets to solve the

3
29

puzzle!
L8S68891P
F8S898LG6
1 296LP LOSS
e F28L6P99
6 s6P L98L8S
OoL8P8S V68
1 €oro6s8ssl
6ZL88P89F
8 8898 LL6PO9
MH  oros
A BN Oy U ™ wormn
P{ 6 8 k E VL'ANXIOUS NESSAGE
BREATHING  PALPITATIONS
L XA ERX
EaSEE/I ESQ%MRA”OPNERWE‘T\T'OCN
PHOBIA
SERREE (R
DEGRADES  PSYCHOLOGICAL
E T M B T O oeeression  RELAXATION
| P L A P | DISEASE STRESS
ENOT 1ONAL TENSION
% g % a LIJ 1 ENPLOYMENT THERAPY
TRAUNA
Y CYOMR EQEESTSE TREATNENT
UCR I E T Horuones UNPLEASANT
INSOINTA WEAR
E g (F§ ),3 g '\EIMANAGEMENT WORRY
GAWaAAC
Al SDGN
NUcAED
FHH
LYE

Find ihe words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE



IFITSON FOUR
WHEELS ITS IN
OURWHEELHOUSE

\bu know us for shopping, and now
Cars.com sthe siteforthe eatare lifeofyour
G- So forevery tum, tum to Cars.com.



Relationships
Burlt on Trust

Family owned & operated

since 1961

ROOFING «WINDOWS «SIDING «BATHROOMS
*KITCHENS «GUTTER PROTECTION

ROOFING FROM

1*500 OFF!

; Any Set of ;
> 5Windows J

JLimited time offer -l no! |

n M O N T | | I Previous orders excluded. |

| ok - UP TO
oot iy et by St ﬂ?tQQQQEFl *1000 OFF

roofing contractors inDetroitand | = I Kitchen or Bath
in the Detroit Metro area ! The End of | R deli
: Cleaning Gutters [ emoacring
 Limrted time offer- calll now! | Limited time offer -call now!

K R O I I Previous orders excluded. n Previous c"cers excluded.

CONSTRUCTION
ROOFING-WINDOWS-SIDING

%’ 3]9_@ Hs M e e



Auto Insurance through AAA.
From the peace of mind experts

For generations, AAA has been providing iscustomers with
peace of mind. But recaitly, drmearswho switched to auto
Insurance through AAA got something more - savings of
up to 35%, with addrtional discounts available for bundling
with home Insurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving
records, alrbags, car alarms and more,

Thisoffice Ba locally owned and operated business and a

proud supporter of our conmunity. Let me show you how you
can have real peace of mind with Insurance through AAA.

OVER 100 YEARS of AAA SALES AND
CLAIM EXPERIENCE

CONTACT ME FOR A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski
(734)453-2100

Fax: 734-667-3396

AAA Michigan
1365 S. Main Strest, Surte E

Plymouth, MI 48170 Insurance

nppal las@aaamichigan,conn

AUTO e HOME e FIRE =« BUSINESS « COMMERCIAL e LIFE = HEALTH < DISABILITY

Auto and home insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies.

Other i1nsurance products underwritten by other insurers through AAA SACG Insurance Agency, LLC
and identified on iInsurance documents specific to the insurance product.



