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First day of hitting (Just like Christmas’

Energy unleashed as
Livonia Stevenson
gridders finally get to
go full throttle

Tim Smith
hametoanlife.com

Theresnothing that football
players such as Gio Agazzi
look forward to more than the
firstpractice of the season
when they can hitwith full
pads.

Agazzi, a 6-4, 285-pound
lineman entering his senior
year at Livonia Stevenson, took
aswigofwater during Friday

BILL BRESLER |
HOMETOWNL I FE . COM
Jared Merandi
proudly accepts the
Rawlings Gold
Glove trophy for
his fielding
prowess with the
Schoolcraft College
Ocelots.
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afternoonkpractice and then
flashed a smile.

“It% just like Christmas, it
happens once a year,” said
Agazzi, who plays tackle on
both sides of the line of scrim-
mage. “It’s going tobe the last
time forme. lwill be playing
college football, hopefully,
somewhere. I’llhave this
chance again.

“But a lotof these kids I
don’tthink will ever get to
have this day back. It’s going to
be something you remember
forever, tell your kids and all
that other good stuff.”

Also thrilled to be on the
hot, turf field for the firstday
of all-out hittingwas Stevenson
outside linebacker Collin Bo-

wersox, also going into his
senior year.

“We reallexcited, we re all
pumped, I'm not going to lie,”
Bowersox said. “Our defense is
looking a lotbetter than last
year and we re all getting real-
ly excited for the season to
come around.

“We e justworking on
shedding blocks, working on
all the techniques thatwe Ve
practiced during the year and
justputting itall inwith pads
now.”

Let"sgo
That Christmas morning
feeling of anticipation issome-

See STEVENSON, Page B3

Merandi grabs first Gold Glove in
Schoolcraft program’ young history

Tim Smith
hametoanlife.com

Every day throughout the
baseball season, Jared Meran-
di brought his glove, bat and
proverbial lunch bucket to go
towork. His job was tobe
quicker and more assertive
tracking flyballs incenter
field for the Schoolcraft Oce-
lots.

Practice doesmakes per-
fect, especially for 20-year-old
Merandi, a flawless defender
in 2017 with zero errors next to
his name.

And perfection proved gold-
en for the Plymouth High
School alum and Canton resi-
dent, who Friday received a
National Junior College Athlet-

ic Association Division Il
Rawlings Gold Glove - the
first national honor for the
second-year Schoolcraft pro-
gram.

"Coming here and picking it
up, itwas awesome,” saidMe -
randi, who knew about the
award inJuly. “At first I was,
like, Sweet, itsa cool award.’
But actually coming here and
itwas right in frontofme 1
was, like, ‘All right, this is
pretty sweet. It’s special.’

“lwished regionalswould
have ended a littledifferently
so that the whole team could
have gotten some hardware.
That would have been really
cool. But being able to get

See MERANDI , Page B2

Fordson, Dearborn to hecome KLAA members next year

League will grow to 16
schools in 2018-19

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

The Kensington Lakes Ac-
tivities Association isentering
anew phase once again.

After shrinking from 24 to
14 schools for the 2017-18
school year, the KLAA an-

w

nounced that Dearborn High
and Dearborn Fordson have
accepted invitations after be-
ingmembers of the Western
Wayne Athletic Conference.

In 2018-19, threeWW A C
schools will be leaving for the
KLAA: Belleville, which was
voted in last spring (toreplace
Grand Blanc), along with the
two Dearborn schools.

The three are expected to
link up inan eight-school divi-

sion based geographically
along with Livonia Churchill,
Livonia Franklin, Livonia Ste-
venson, Wayne Memorial and
Westland John Glenn. Itwill be
called the Black Division.

The other eight-team divi-
sion, which will be called the
Gold, will feature current
KLAA members Novi, North-
ville, Canton, Salem, Plymouth,

See KLAA, Page B2

Darko’ IS
the straw
that stirs
CC’s drink
this year

Brad Emons
haometoaniffe.can

When he*son the foothall
field, Isaac Darkangelo likes
to take the Theodore Roose-
velt approach.

The 6-foot-1, 228-pound
senior’spolicy on the grid-
iron isto “speak softly and
carry a big
stick.”

Darkangelo,
a third-year
varsity player,
can be presi-
dential and
diplomatic-like
off the field,
but once he’
inside those
white lines, he can lay the
lumber, as evidenced by
leading the Shamrocks last
season intackles with 144,
including 43 solo (plus a sack
and one interception).

“He has great leadership
qualities,” first-year CC
coach Dan Anderson said.
He snotalways the most
vocal guy, but he justworks.
He s justa workhorse and
people follow his lead.”

The linebacker and run-
ning back, who helped Novi
Detroit Catholic Central toa
13-1record and a run to last
yearsMHSAA Divisionl
state final, isa throwback.

“Isaac isan old school
linebacker,” Anderson said.
“He loves to run downhill and
he loves contact. He has
great footwork and good
speed, too.”

Expectations remain high
for the Shamrocks heading
into their season opener at7
p.m. Friday, Aug. 25, athome
against Sterling Heights

Darkangelo

See "DARKO*", Page B3

BRAD EMONS
Senior linebacker Isaac
Darkangelo stands in front of the
One Body sculpture on Detroit
Catholic Central"s campus.

"



<

B2 (CP)

Eight of state’ top
teans to compete
Tim Smith
hametoanlrfe.com

August doesntjust
mean the return of foot-
ball. Soccer isback on
the horizon, too.

For starters, there is
Saturdays Gary Balconi
Varsity Soccer Tourna-
ment atPlymouth-Canton
Educational Park.

Taking pail in this
year’ tourney, which
begins 10 a.m. at four
fieldson campus, are
Canton, Plymouth, Salenm,

VERANDI

Continued from Page Bl

something nationally, it’s
awesome.”

Merandi also got it
done at the plate, batting
.355 with two homers and
19 RBIs.

Sharing the moment

On hand Friday at
Schoolcraft College’
physical education build-
ingwere Ocelots head
coachRob Fay and anoth-
er standout outfielder
from the 2017 squad,
Waymond Lemon.

“Its amazing; prob-
ably I should have
worked onmy defense
more,” Lemon saidwith a
grin. “l could have got
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Novi Detroit Catholic
Central, Walled Lake
Northern, Rochester
Adams, Saline and Utica
Eisenhower.

“The Balconi Tourna-
ment includes some of
the best teams in the
state year inand year
out,” said Canton varsity
boys soccer coach Mark
Zemanski, whose teanm is
a perennial powerhouse.
“The great competition it
provides helps us assess
our teams strengths and
weaknesses ata very
early stage in the season.

“This helps us to focus
on improving our team
play for the season.”

one.

Both Merandi and
Lemon (a .340 hitter with
just three errors in 2017)
concluded their second
seasons with the pro-
gram, with Merandi con-
sidering Michigan State
University for a walk-on
opportunity. Lemon will
continue his baseball
career in 2018 at the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn.

“Me and (Merandi)
have been throwing part-
ners for two years,”Lem-
on said. “So just seeing
my brother like that, on a
huge accomplishment,
even foraprogranm thats
only been around for two
years, isvery special.”

Merandi said itmeant
alottohim toseelLemon
therewhen Fay brought

HOW TO BE FLAWLESS

Take itfrom Jared Merandi, who justwon an NJCAA Division
lRawlings Gold Glove for hisfielding prowess for the School -
craft baseball team. Here are a few basic tipson what ittakes

to become a flawless outfielder:

> GET BEHIND ITMerandi said outfielders need to be in
proper position. They shouldn™t literally take shortcuts.

"For the outfield, the main tips are staying in front of the
ball," Merandi said. "l think thats the biggest mistake a lot of
people tryto time ftout, so they get right to the ball as it's
coming down. Biggest key isto get behind it, it'sa lot easier to
move forward than itisto move backwards."

» READ THE PLAY: When the baseball leaves the hat, good
outfielders quickly know whether to break toward the infield

or drift back toward the fence.

"It'sa little bit of anticipation,” he said. "Being able to read
the ball off the bat. The biggest thing isyour firststep. You
want tomake sure your firststep ishackwards, you open up
quick, that"s going to be your biggest help to get the ones

deep."

» RELAY GOOD: Hitting the relayman isan integral part of
being an outfielder and Merandi said there isno easy formula
- other than being a tirelessworker in practice.

"Honestly, it'srepetition and practice," he said. "Because
you can do it, it'shasically justyour throwing skills. So ifyou"re

not practicing it, it'll be sloppy."

» WORK ETHIC: Although winning a Gold Glove isglamorous,
the work that goes into raising one"s proficiency to award
worthy isi"t. But Merandi underscored the importance of

good, old, hard work.

"(It'sabout) practice, hard work," Merandi said. "On the
field and off the field, inthe gym. A lotof kids like to skip leg
day. You can"t skip leg day. You got to be quick; that'show you

get explosive."

» ON SECONDS THOUGHT: "We (trainwith) Mercy Elite,
they"re reallygood atworking with your explosiveness," Me -
randi said. "They always talk about ittakes 0.2 seconds to
change direction. That's what outfield i, being able to change
direction or get yourselfmoving really quick."

KLAA

Continued from Page Bl

Howell, Hartland and
Brighton.

KLAA president Ni-
cole Carter, principal at
Novi, confirmed the
move Friday.

“We are pleased and
excited towelcome Dear-
born and Dearborn Ford-
son into the association,”
Carter said ina press
release. “These are two
schools with strong ath-
leticand academic heri-
tages that share our
associations commit-
ment toexcellence.”

Dearborn Superinten-
dent Dr. Glenn Maleyko
sent out a letter last
week toinform the
WWAC thatboth Fordson
(2,762 students) and
Dearborn (2,096) will be
leaving while accepting
the offer from the
KLAA.

“EnrolIment-wise,
we re going tobe more
aligned with what we
have,” Fordson athletic
director Jeff DelGiudice
said. “We re all a little
different, the three
schools that are coming
over. Fronm a personal
perspective, we Te

locked into a division
where we thinkwe can
compete. Itwas attrac-
tive tous, because we ll
still be in with Belleville,
Dearborn and the three
Livonias. It, obviously,
geographically fits. And
with John Glenn and
Wayne inthere, too, I
think its a pretty good
division. And it5agreat
league. The foothall is
going to be fantastic. It
will be good inevery
other sport, too.”

Fordson, a perennial
state playoff qualifier in
foothall, proved to be
dominant inthe WWAC,
followed by Dearborn
and Belleville.

“Itwas a tough deci-
sion, only because I think
for us itwas a good
league for us other than
foothall,” DelGiudice.
“We were considered the
big boy on the block for
foothall. Other than
Belleville and Dearborn,
nobody wanted toplay us
in football at all. Because
of that, itcreated a need
for us to look elsewhere.
From my perspective as
a Fordson A.D., I think
its going tobe great
thing for our kids. Apart
from athletics, their
league isgood about
getting student council

LOCAL SPORTS

Balconi tourney gets season jrflina

Teams will be compet-
ing at the P-CEP Varsity
Soccer Stadium (where
the championship game
will take place at 3 p.m.),
as well as the varsity
turf, freshman soccer
and baseball fields.

Opening games are as
follows: Canton vs.
Northern, varsity soccer
field; Plymouth vs. Ad -
ams, turf field; Salem vs.
Eisenhower, freshman
field; Catholic Central vs.
Saline, baseball field.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

the shiny gold glove
down from the athletic
office.

Teah, we always
played catch,” Merandi
said. “He was probably
one of my closest friends
during the school year.
We dalways play catch,
we’d be in the outfield
together, we d be pitch-
ing together.

“It% real nice to see
him out here supporting
me. Experiencing itwith
me. It%snice, cool.”

Just crazy

After Merandi takes
theaward home fora
while, he will bring it
back to Schoolcraft to be
on display for future
baseball players to catch
a glimpse of.

“It sets a standard,”
said Merandi, who will
study business at Michi -
gan State University
regardless of whether he
wins a spot as a baseball
walk-on. “Coming into
the season, national
awards, Idontthink any
one of us was thinking

about that. I know I
wasnt

“Towin it, itwas actu-
ally, like, itwas crazy.
When our coach told us
we were nominated, |
was thinking, like, we re
going up against every-
one, all the D-111 teams in
the nation. I didn’tthink |
had a chance. But when it
happened, lwas really
surprised. So I think it
will set a standard and let
everyone know that
things are attainable.”

According toFay, he
and other Schoolcraft
coaches nominated Me -
randi and second base-
man Hunter Sellers (Li-
vonia Franklin alum) for
the regional Gold Glove
teanm.

Sellers, unfortunately,
did not make the all-
region squad. But Meran-
disname went to the
national board composed
of officials from Raw-
lings and the NJCAA,
after which one player
per position is selected.

“He was error-free in
the outfield, so forhim it

was real easy,” Fay said.
“When they decide who
wins these awards, they
basically look at fielding
position, which comes
into fieldingand throw-
ing.

“And all year long out
in center field, he was
perfect for us.”

On the map

That level of profi-
ciency didnthappen by
accident. Fay praised
Merandi for his constant
inner drive towork and
get better with School-
craft outfield coach
George Kontos.

“We preach here that
we play defense with our
feet,” Fay said. “So the
faster, quicker, more
agilewe can be, the bet-
terwe are going tobe to
get to balls.

“We constantly tell our
guys to beat balls to
spots. Ifyou can beata
ball to the spot and get
your body in position,
you’re not only inposi-
tion to field it, you’re also
inposition tomake the

hometownlife.com

AMY MCGRATH
Canton celebrates
winning the 2016
Gary Balconi
Soccer
Tournament. This
year"s tourney
begins at 10 a.m.
Saturday at
Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park.
Eight teams will
compete on four
fields.

throw.”

And after just two
seasons, Schoolcraft’
baseball program ison
the national map, some-
thing that can only help
future high school play-
ers decide being an Oce-
lot isa viable option.

“Being ayoung pro-
gram, recruits arent
necessarily familiar with
our coaches,” Fay said.
“This award shows that if
you e an outfielder,
coach Kontos isa great
coach for outfielders.

“Itshows that we get
talented players and it
shows that, by coming to
Schoolcraft you can get
the national recognition
that may help you get
into the four-year school
that youre pursuing.”

Who knows whether
future Gold Gloves are in
the offing for Schoolcraft
players? But thanks to
Merandi, the possibilities
are endless.

tsmith@hometowniife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Jared Merandi gets his first look at the Gold Glove trophy, which he won for being error-free in 2017 for Schoolcraft. He isan

alum of Plymouth High School.

kids together and doing
more activities other
than athletics.”

The current moves
were all precipitated by
10 schools leaving the
KLAA following the
2016-17 school year, with
nine of the 10 forming

theirown league this fall:

Milford, White Lake
Lakeland, South Lyon,
South Lyon East, Water-
ford Kettering, Water-
ford Mott, Walled Lake
Central, Walled Lake
Northern and Walled
Lake Western.

Another KLAA mem-
ber, Pinckney, also
jumped ship to join the
Southeastern Confer-
ence.

TVavel concerns, en-
rolIment discrepancies
and competitive balance
within each of the
leagues became some of
the factors for schools to
look elsewhere fornew
alignments.

“(Dearborn and Ford-
son) showed interest
before school got out and
we looked at their facil-
ities,” one KL AA school
administrator said. “That
will give us 16 teams and
two divisions, which
would be nice. Balance-
wise and competitively, 1
think its good. Ithap-

pens towork out geo-
graphically. Itwill work
out really good.”

Grand Blanc, the
KLAASIlargest school
(2,662), isin its final year
in the league. Voted out
of the KLAA lastMarch,
Grand Blanc isheaded
for the Saginaw Valley
Athletic Association for
2018-19.

“Sixteen (schools)
works out hetter than 14,
eight and eight ina divi-
sion,” another KLAA
school administrator
said. “Dearborn and
Fordson made apush
and said, We *d love the
KLAA, great competi-
tion.’They came tous
and asked for consider-
ation. We met lastJune
and talked about it.We
had another meeting on
Aug. land the principals
voted on itunanimously
toaccept them. They had
to give their league
(WWAC) ayear%notice.
We decided we re not
going todo anything in
terms of seeding for
football or sports. You re
going to stay inyour
division just like they did
for the KLAA forevery
single sport.”

The two new divi-
sions, yet tobhe named
for 2018-19 in the KLAA,

r, 174

fit geographically and
enrolIment-wise, for the
most part.

“The only exception
would be Fordson, but
we said itwouldntmake
sense tosend Fordson
and Hartland (2,052) to
the other side,” the
KLAA administrator
added. “Itmakes no
sense for Hartland to
travel all that way and
Fordson the other way.”

DelGiudice added that
Fordson and Dearborn
explored getting intoa
football-only alliance
with the Southeastern
Conference, which in-
cludes the three Ann
Arbor high schools, Sa-
line, Temperance-Bed-
ford and Monroe.

But the proposal fell
through.

“If the football alli-
ance had worked, Idont
know ifwe d be talking,”
the Fordson A.D. said.
“There wouldnthave
been that push to do
something else, because
we would have taken
care of themajor prob-
lem, which is foothall.”

Meanwhile, the
WWAC willbe shrinking
to eight schools. The
largest school remaining
isDearborn Heights
Crestwood (1,387), while

the smallest isLivonia
Clarenceville (541).

The remaining six
members include Gar-
den City (1,107), Bedford
Thurston (1,103),Bed-
ford Union (925),Romu -
lus (868), Dearborn
Heights Annapolis (782)
and Dearborn Heights
Robichaud (682).

AnotherWWAC
school, Dearborn Edsel
Ford (1,411), will be join-
ing the Downriver
League in2018-19.

“Itwas a good league
forus ina lotof ways,”
DelGiudice said of the
Western Wayne. “But the
enrolIment disparity was
becoming an issue be-
cause therewas us,
Dearborn and Belleville
(1,710) and then we had
schools in the 600-700
range. Football drives
things, especially when it
comes toenrollment. A
lot of sports, itsnot a big
deal because youre put-
ting five basketball play-
ers out there, but with
football, it%s all about
depth. With three schools
having a lotbigger en-
rollments, itcreates an
issue.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: ©BradEmons



2017 EquInoX

MSRP $26,610

STARTING
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-+ Color Touch Screen lylink Radio
*Renote Keyless Entry
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2017 Cruze LT
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2017 Trax 1S
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STARTING

ASLONAS
$14,1%

«L4{Turbocharged Enging

+10 AirBags

sRearView Canera

*Renote Keyless Entry
oOnstarwd6LTE withWiFi Hotspot
«Chevrolet Conplete Care Included

24MONTHS! 10,00MILESPER YEART$999DOWN I WITHA NON-GMLEASE

2017 Talibu LT

lISRP $26,000

STARTING

AS LONAS
$17,680

+ 151 Turbo DOKC Engine
«Bnouch Screen liyLink Radio

« Rear VisionCanera

« Fewer Driver’ Seat

+OnStard 46 LTE and built-inWi-Fi
1Chevrolet Conplete Care Included

STOCK #170527

24MONTHS! 10,00MILESPER YEAR]$999DOWN I WITHA NON-GMLEASE

2017 Traverse LS
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Auto 1nsurance through AAA.
From the peace of mind experts.

For generations, AAA has been providing mscustomers with
peace of mind. But recaitly, driverswho switched to auto
Insurance through AAA got something more - savings of
up to 35%, with additional discounts available for bundling

with home iInsurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving
records, air bags, car alarms and more.

This office Ba locally owned and operated business and a

proud supporter of our community. Letme show you how you
can have real peace of mind with insurance through AAA.

OVER 100 YEARS of AAA SALES AND
CLAIM EXPERIENCE

CONTACT ME FOR A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri1 Witowska
(734)453-2100

Fax: 734-667-3396

AAA Michigan

1365 S. Main Strest, Qite E
Plyrouth, Mi 48170 Insurance

nppal las@aaamichigan.com

Airt0 « HOME < FIRE  BUSINESS « COMMERCIAL e LIFE e HEALTH <« DISABILITY

and identified on Insurance documents specific to the insurance product.



