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Two-hotel complex could replace
1-275/Ann Arbor Road eyesore

Darrell Clem

hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK = MICHIGAN

Two new hotels are planned on Ply-
mouth Township east side, ushering

inamajor makeover of a longtime
eyesore that once housed Steak and

Ale and Bennigan, southwest of 1-275

and Ann Arbor Road.
Developer Akram Namou said the

190-rogm, two-hotel complex includes

Aloft by Marriott and Residence Inn
by Marriott. He ishopeful the hotels

can open intwo years, with construc-

tion possibly starting next fall.

Owen and sister Lillyah are all smileswhile visitingwith Santa, ketty dobson

Santa helps Canton kick-start holiday season

Brad Kadrich

hometownlrfe.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Pat Williams has a 2/2-year-old grandson,
which brings home the holiday season ina good

way for him.

Thatswhy he was sohappy Wednesday tobe
atthe Summit on the Park, helping Santa Claus
ring inthe holiday season by lighting the town-

shipsofficial Christmas tree.

Itwas the highlight of the 39th annual event,
forwhich Santa arrived with a Canton Township
Fire Department escort.

“Itsa fun event,” said Wil liams, the township
supervisor. “Itbrings the whole family together.
The choirs and the littlekids with Santa... itsa

great time.”

In addition to Santasarrival - he later visited
with childrenand listened to theirwishes —
visitors got to see Santa’s reindeer and saw an

The latest plans come as western

Wayne County has witnessed an uptick

innew hotels in places such as Canton
and Livonia.
Plymouth Township Supervisor

Kurt Heise lauded the latest plans as a

way to spruce up the 1-275and Ann
Arbor Road area with next-generation

hotels.

“These are not your average hotels,”
he said. “They e very hip and trendy.
They e very impressive, chic hotels.”

Heise said the hotels will refresh a
site that had become a persistent eye-

See HOTELS, Page A2

Dodson Elementary School choir’s third-, fourth-
and fifth-graders sing holiday songs.

Itwas a debut evening for the choir, formed

just lastmonth under the directionof Ginger
Thorne-Herrmann.
“We wanted to take our beautiful singing

voices and the joyful message of the Christmas

mann said.

ice-carving demonstration, then listened to the

season out into the community,” Thorne-Herr-

See HOLIDAY, Page A3

, Village Theater at Cherry Hill to host circus New Year’s Eve

The Village Theater atCherry Hill
will welcome The DetroitCircus fora

special New Year 5Eve performance at

7 p,m. Sunday, Dec. 31.

b Spectatorswill be amazed by this
locally-based, animal-free circus that
features performers who specialize in

1 high-flying aerial antics on fabric, tra-

peze and lyra. Additional acts will in-

hometownl i fe com
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PRICE: $1.50

Classified. .. ....... B9-11

clude contortion, juggling, feats of
mind-bending strength and acrobatics.
PastNew YearsEve performances of
The Detroit Circus have soldout at The
Village Theater each year since 2015.
The DetroitCircus isentirelycom-
posed of Detroit-areaperformers who
were discovered by founder Micah
Adams. During their performance,

Volune 43 mNunber 5.7

Obituaries........

skilled aerialists will dance, weave and
flow through the air, whi le aerial hoop
performers display flexibilityas they
contortand spinwith grace, poise and
astonishing strength. The Detroit Cir-
cus issuitable for all ages.

Tickets are $22 and can be purchased
at www.cantonvi llagetheater.org, in
person at the box office from 10 a.m. to

CONTACT US

2p-m. Monday though Friday by phone
at 734-394-5300. Tickets can be printed
athome or held inwill call at no extra
charge. Ifavailable, they can alsobe
purchased one hour prior toprogram

time.

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill is
located at 50400 Cherry HillRoad, in
Canton.

Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices; 2) Retail Advertising ;
3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery Issues; 4) leave message

for newsroom.
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Hero Hangout:
Comics Reading
Group

When: 7-8 p.m. third
Wednesday of each
month

Details: Do you love
reading comics or learn-
ing about super heroes?
Join us for Hero Hang-
out, a comic book club is
for ages 7-12, and you
choose what to read.
Every week we will be
sharing, reading and
making comics. Partici-
pants are encouraged to
bring a comic to share
wi'th a group, but are not
required.

On the Spot Tech
Help

When: 5-7 p.m. each
Wednesday and noon to2
p.m. each Saturday

Details: A team of
tech-sawy volunteers
has been assembled at
CPL tohelp you find the
answers to those tech

issues you cantquite
figure out on your own.
Whether you need help
while working on a pro-
ject atone of our comput-
ers, settingup an email
address or downloading
an app on your phone, we
can help.

ELL Conversation
Groups

When: 9:30-11a.m.
each Thursday and Fri-
day

Details: Practice
speaking English inan
informal settingwith
Community Literacy
Council volunteers. See
the English Language
Learner Program FAQ at
www._cantonpl.org for
more information.

Digital Drop-In Help
When: 10-11a.m. each
Friday
Details: Stop in to get
one-on-one help with
your e-readers from the
friendly experts at the

hometownli1fe.com
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CANTON LIBRARY EVENTS

Information desk. Just
bring your device and
your desire to leam.
Kindle users must bring
Amazon log-in informa-
tion as vell.

Computer illsLab
for Beginners

When: 9-11a.m. sec-
ond Saturday of each
month

Details: Ifyou are
looking tobuild a founda-
tion of strong computer
sills, including Internet
use and setting up an
email account, stop into
CPUs Internet Lab. We
will have guided activ-
ities for practice with
mouse skills, copying/
pasting and more, with
trusted experts on hand
to answer any questions
you may have or connect
you to additional re-
Sources.

Fami ly Storytime
Details: Fami ly Story-
time provides an oppor-

HOTELS

Continued from Page Al

sore.

“I think its an excel-
lent fit for that site,” he
said. “This is the pre-
mier gateway to the
entire Plymouth commu-
nity. This (development)
will make a great state-
ment.”

Architect Scott Bow -
ers said the five-story
Aloft hotel would face
toward Ann Arbor Road,
wi'th the six-floor Resi -
dence Inn behind it He
said they will be con-
nected by a restaurant,
bar and fitness area.

Bowers said Aloft is
geared toward guests
who typically stay one to
three days, while Resi-
dence Inn is intended for
business travelers and
others who may need to

Call for a free Inhome design consultation and estimate

(855) 275-1069
www.closetsb des.l’f?&?li%%nnﬂ
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tunity for caregivers to
actively engage with
their children under age
5. Together with a youth
librarian, you can build
early literacy skillsina
welcoming environment
through meaningful sto-
ries, songs and play. En-
courage a love of lan-
guage and reading while
practicing listening and
cooperative tasks. Every
Family Storytime is fol-
lowed by a half-hour of
ABC Activity Time. Go to
www . cantonpl .org for a
full December program
schedule.

Preschool Storytime
Details: Preschool
storytimes feature long-
er books, flannel board
and rhymes designed for
children ages 3/2-%.
These activities help
develop pre-reading and
school-readiness slabs.
Children must be able to
sit independently and be
attentive for 30 minutes.

stay for several days.

Namou said the hotels
are among the newer
designs by Marriott, but
they still have areas to
accommodate special
events such as wedding
parties, business meet-
ings and special-event
banquets.

Development officials
said the plans are in the
early stages and, there-
fore, they had no archi-
tectural renderings to
depict these specific
hotels.

The plans, submitted
as a planned unit devel-
opment, or PUD, still
face numerous stages of
approval by Plymouth
Township. Township
rules that require at
least five acres for a
PUD would have tobe
changed toaccommo-
date the hotels on a
smaller site.

Heise said he isen-

Only

loutof5pep

Parents may attend, if
needed, to help transition
their child to this pro-
gram, and all parents
must remain inthe chil-
drens department. Reg-
istration is required and
you can pickaMonday or
aFriday session. Go to
www . cantonpl .org for
rtlagistration and sched-
ule.

Baby Storytime

Details: Baby Story-
time isdesigned for ba-
bies 18 months and
younger with an adult
and features simple sto-
ries, songs and rhymes
carefully chosen to build
awareness of language
and vocabulary, foster a
love of books and provide
a fun, interactive experi-
ence for babies and par-
ents/caregivers. Regis-
trationisrequired. Go t
www.cantonpl .org for
rtlegistration and sched-
ule.

couraged the hotels
would replace a “shab-
by” area that “gives a
bad image topeople
coming intothecommu -
nity.”

He said the location is
ideal for hotel guests,
because ttisbhetween
Detroit and Ann Arbor,
close to DetroitMet-
ropolitan Airport and has
easy access to inter-
states.

Namou declined to
estimate how much ofan
investment the hotels
represent inPlymouth
Township, simply calling
it“a large investment.”

It comes after a $25
million, two-hotel project
in Canton that brought
new Fairfield Inn &
Suites and TownePlace
Suites to Ford Road and
1-275. Those lodgings
also are under theum-
brellaof Marriott prop-
erties.

Teen Boredom
Busters

Details: Bored after
school? Need a study
break? No worries, we Ve
got fun activities inour
Teen Space that are just
right for your busy
schedule. Stop by for five
or 50 minutes, whatever
works for you. Learn
something new, meet a
new friend, or just re-
lieve some stress. Drop
infor Origami Lucky «
Stars 3:30-5p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 27.

Perler Party

When: 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 13

Details: Perler beads
and patterns will be on
hand. Come make your-
selfa coaster, ornament,
or other decorative
piece. For ages 11-18.No
registration required.

And inLivonia, anew
Holiday Inn Express has
opened at Schoolcraft
and Inkster roads along
withanew Hampton Inn
on Schoolcraft, east of
Middlebelt.

In Plymouth Town-
ship, the Inn at St. Johns
is converting amonas-
tery retreat center intoa
120-room hotel, doubling
the number of guest
rooms on the St. Johns
siteon Five Mile, east of
Sheldon, among other
changes on the property.

Mike Abdulnoor, one
of the owners of the new
Canton hotels, said the
area is desirable for new
hotels because of its
proximity to the airport,
interstates and large
companies such as Yaza-
ki North America, Inc.

ddem@hometownlrfe.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver
734-972-0919

We can help you stay active and
involved through better hearing.

Hear when you need us.

MjasS.A.

Hearing Centers

a division of Michigan Otolaryngology Surgery Associates

1600 S. Canton Center Rd., Suite 340

Canton, M1
mosaaudiology.com

ANN ARBOR/YPSI
734-221-5080

BRIGHTON
810-534-2200

CANTON
734-221-5079

CHELSEA
734-385-5100

SALINE
734-316-7622

ET >mlii

*NIH/NIDCD

Part of the U-M Premier Care Network

Most other insurance coverages accepted.

** some conditions may apply

LORI SHAPIRO, M.A.

in Canton, call Lori (734) 221-5079



Carolers sang holiday songs during the festivities, kel1y dobson

HOL IDAY

Continued from Page Al

Inside the Summit, visitors
saw demonstrations of holidays
from around the world, in-
cluding places like Guatemala,
Israel, Canda, Kenya, China
and Greece; saw performances
from Canton Brass, and sam-
pled food from places like
BuschsMarket, which opened
inCanton inMarch.

Several nonprofit agencies
- Camp A.B.L.E., the Canton
Goodfel lows, DetroitRescue
Mission, Open Door Food Min-
istryand the Miracle League of
Plymouth - were onhand to
provide information about their
various activities.

Gabe Schuchs family has
lived inCanton for 14 years, but
had never experienced the tree
lighting ceremony. But when
hiswifeRowena read about it
inthe township newsletter, the
couple decided itwas time.

They and their children,
11-year-old Jordyn and 3-year-
old son Jack (whose birthday is
coming up), were inthe shiver-
ing crowd of hundreds who

Three-year-old Wyatt Griffin gets a candy cane painted on his cheek at the
Canton tree lighting event, kelly dobson

braved temperatures inthe

mid-30s towatch Santasarriv-

al and the tree lighting.

‘We hadntdone rthefore, so

we thought we should come
over and see it,” Schuch said.
“Its great to see everybody

come out. We Ve seenneigh-
bors we haventseen inawhile.
This kind ofevent draws a
crowd.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Twitter, Gbkadrich Two-year-old Islasamples the frosting at the cookie table, ket1y dobson

NOW Open
IN Livonial

Come see our
newest products:

Beltone Trust™

Super smart, these High-1Q hearing aids
seamlessly adjust to your surroundings
for clear and effortless hearing.

Beltone micro-Invisa™

Our tiniest-ever hearing aids are custon-
made to be invisible and feel great.

www . beltonehearingaid.com

We offer competitive pricing with easy financing available
including Senior Discounts.

Visit us and take advantage of
these special offers:

e FREE Hearing Screenings
e FREE In-office Repairs
o FREE Batteries (Buy 1;Get 1 Fee)

And, other exclusive discounts!

FREE IN-dFFICE TRIAL

Enjoy a FREE in-office trial of Beltone Trust™ and
hear the difference good hearing can make.

NEW/

OMEship

Call now foran appointment, orwvsitus for these exagptional values.

We accept most insurance & discount programs including: Medicare Advantage, Prescription Drug
Plans, Health Care & Silver Programs. We will provide, meet, and exceed their pricing structure.

Livonia M, Tur, F95
18475 Famington Rd e 97 Med 93
1S9

134-385-7795

Additional Locations inAllen Park, Belleville, Brownstown and Southgate

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit
Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated © Beltone 2017.

LOGmBUDE



James Ray, aWorld
War Il veteran from Livo-
nia, was honored as the
December 2017 Veteran
of the Month by the Sons
of the American Legion,
Squadron 32, of theMy -
ronH. Beals American
Legion Post 32 inLivonia.

Ray served inthe U.S.
Navy from 1943-46 and
the U.S. Navy Reserves
from 1946-50. He was
born and raised inEldora-
do 11.,a small town in
southern Hlinoiswith a
population of4,500. He
graduated from Eldorado
High School inspring
1943 and went to livewith
his brother on the east
side of Detroit. He was
working at the Bower
Roller Bearing Plant
when he turned 18 and
received his draft notice.
He went back home to
Iinois to enlistand

joinedthe navy. “l decid-
ed on the navy,” Ray said,
“because, I justdidnt
want tomeet my end at
the bottom ofamuddy
foxhole.”

InNovember, he was
put on a trainand sent to
Great Lakes Naval Base
near Chicago for eight
weeks of basic training.
He was next sent toPhila-
delphia for two weeks
training as a water ten-

der. A water tender, or
WT, isa first—class petty
officer aboard a steam-
powered ship incharge in
afireroom. He “tends”
water to the hoilers, sees
that fires are properly
cleaned and stoked, etc.
Ray was the sent toNor-
folk, Va., Naval Base,
where he completed his
trainingand was assigned
tothenewly commis-
sioned destroyer escort
shipUSS Douglas Munro
DE-422.

Its firstassignment
was toescort the USS
Vixen PG-53 gunboat,
which was carrying the
commander-in-chief of
the Atlantic fleeton a
tour of the Caribbean
defenses and also assess-
ing the strength of the
German U-boats in the
Atlantic. A month later, it
was sent to Casablanca,
Morocco, toescort the
USS Kasaan Bay CVE-69
aircraft carrier back to
the U.S. for deployment
to the Pacific theater.

“Itwas arough jour-
ney across the Atlantic,”
Ray said. “lwas so sick, I
couldntleave the engine
room for three days.” On
Dec.7,1944, the third
anniversary of Pearl
Harbor, the ship leftNor -
folk and headed for the

NOTICE

Pacific.
“We passed through

thePanama Canal on Dec.

17,” Ray said, “then
passed the Galapagos
Islands and Bora Bora.”
After exercisingatMan -
us Island off the coast of

CITYOF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

WINTER TAXES -2017

Winter taxes are due December 1,2017 and payable through February 28, 2018 without
peralty. Additional information appears on the reverse side ofyour tax statement.

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: CITYOF PLYMOUTH.

Payments can be mailed,

or paid at City Hall during regular working hours, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the
Treasurers office. Information on credit card payments ison our web page -

wyvwTEi -plymouth.mi.us. After hours, payments can be placed in the drop box located in the
City Hall lobby (Church Street entrance) or in the payment drop box next to the book retums

behind the Library.

CITYHALL WILL BE CLOSED Friday, December 22,2017 and Monday, December 25,
2017 also Friday, December 29, 2017 and Monday, January 1, 2018.

During this holiday season, the Treasurers officewill be OPEN on Tuesday, December 26,
2017, Wednesday, December 27, 2017 and Thursday, December 28, 2017, for our taxpayers”

convenience.

Publish: December 3 & 7,2017

Teresa Cischke, MiCPT CPFA
City Treasurer

GET

EXTRA
CASH

just in time for the holidays.
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PapuaNew Guinea, it
sailed toBiak, Schouten
Islands, topick up acon-
voy of LSTs and mer -
chant ships bound for
Lingayen Gulf, inthe
Philippines. Itreturned to
San Pedro Bay, Leyte, and
then, Dec. 20, sailed to
escorta convoy ofarmy
tugs toSubic Bay. Upon
itsarrival aweek later,

the shipwas assigned to
screen amine-sweeping
unit clearing the San
Bernardino Straitand the
approaches toManilaBay
and also supported naval
and amphibious opera-
tions on nearby shores.
The ship operated at
Subic Bay, patrolling for
subs and escorting ships
untilMay 6,1945. From
May 19 toJuly5,USS
Douglas Munro served in
the assaultand occupa-
tion of Borneo. “I could
hear the big guns going
off from down inthe
engine room and knew all
hell was breaking loose,”
Ray said. “l had togo look
and went topside to see
the shore being blown up.
Itwas quitea sight. We
were situated around the
perimeter of the attack-
ing force to protect them
from being attacked from
the sea, sowe were far
enough off-shore that we
were never firedupon.”
Next itescorted sup-
ply convoys from Leyte,
bombarded enemy posi-
tions and served as an
antisubmarine patrol
vessel. Italsoescorted
transports from Ulithi to
the Philippines from July
19-26 and then patrolled
against submarines be-
tween Leyte and Okinawa
until the end of the war. It
leftLeyte on Sept. 6 to
jointhe South China
Force, arriving in the

Huge Hol 1day Toy Sal€]
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pson®*  The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
MML 3947W. 12 Mile Rd., Berkley =248-543-3115

Sl your unwanted jewelry & watches, even ifthey’re

broken, and receive an immediate check payment.

WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED:

Gold and silverjewelry 1Diamonds and diamond jewelry
Fine watches | Coins | Silverware | 0ther precious metal items
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WEST BLOOMFIELD
SOMERSET COLLECTION
TWELVE OAKS MALL

approaches to the Yang-
tzeRiver on Sept. 19. The
ship served with this
force until Jan. 5,1946,
when itgot underway
from Hong Kong for the
west coast, arriving Feb.
latSan Francisco. Next
stopwas San Diego on
March 30 todecommis-
sion the ship.

Ray was sent to Great
Lakes and discharged
May 19,1946. He went
back to Ilincis to see his
parents for a couple of
weeks, then tohis broth-
ershome inDetroit. He
met Wanda, agirl from
Tennessee, atabowling
alleyand, in 1948, they
were married. They lived
in Inkster for 30 years
before moving toLivonia
in1987. Wanda dieddin
2011 after 63 years of
marriage. They have two
sons, five grandchildren
and seven great-grand-
children.

Ray retired in1985 as a
claims adjuster and a loss
control examiner fora
local insurance company.
He isa longstanding
member of D_E.S.A. (De-
stroyer Escort Sailors
Association) and alsoa
member of American
Legion Post 32 inLivonia.

Ray attended the
S.A.L. December mem -
bership meeting, where
his storywas read and a
plaque was presented to
him from Livonia Trophy,
with hispicture and ser-
vice information. An
additional plaque was
alsoputon display inthe
vestibule of the American
Legion Hall. The S.A.L.
invites local residents to
attend itsmonthly meet-
ings to listen to the Veter-
an of the Month. The
public isalso encouraged
tonominate veterans to
be honored at itsmeet-
ings. Nomination forms
can be picked up atthe
American Legion Hall,
9318 Newburgh Road, in
Livonia.



HUGE APPTTANCH

6.5 au. ft. Electric Dryer with
Sensors to monitor tempera-
ture & control time to prevent
over-drying, Regular $429.

SALE PRICE *
Each

Whirlpool

4_8 au.ftHE Top Load Washer

e Intuitive Touch Controls with Memory

e Adaptive Wash Technology

e ColorLast™ Option

e Low-Profile Impeller

e Estimated Time Remaining LED Display

eSmooth Wave Stainless Steel Wash Basket

eQuiet Wash Ultra Noise Reduction System

eQuick Wash Cycle eAutomatic Water Levels

*ENERGY STAR® Certified » Presoak Option

* 4.8 cu. ft. Capacity

e Steam Clean Option

eDeep Water Wash Cycle SALE ~
Regular $799 PRICE *

Whi

ripool”’

4-Piece Appliance Suite

A. 25 Cu. Ft. Capacity Side-by-Side
Refrigerator. Exterior Ice & Water
Dispenser with Filtration & Humidity
Controlled Crispers. Stainless.
(WRS325SDHZ)

B. 1.7 Cu. Ft. Capacity Over-the-Range
Microwave. 300 CFM. 1,000 Watts.
Microwave Presets. Adjustable Lighting.
Stainless. (WMH31017HS)

C. or D. Free-Standing Self-Cleaning
Electric or Gas Range. Hidden bake
element. Stainless. (WFG515S0ES,

WFE515S0ES)

Gas range, additional $50.

E. 24> Built-in Dishwasher. Four wash
cycles. Vinyl racks. Stainless.
(WDF520PADM)

4-Piece Package Was $2799

4-Plece Package
Limited Time
SALE PRICE:

Sale Prices Good Through December 18,2017.Some quantities may be limited to stock on hand.
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(One Toy Per Product Purchase)

See store for details. Finance offers limited to select brands and products. Toy donations for free sales tax good on purchases of $499
and up. One toy per product purchased required. Toys will be distributed by Goodfellows of Livonia, MI.

na.

Dishwasher SAVINGS Now At Bill & Rod s Applrance

SAVE NOW ON MAJESTIC SLEEP, SERTA & 1COMFORT

Serta Majestic Sleep
Mattress-Twin with
391 PostureSmart™
innerspring and
woven cover.

TWIN MATTRESS

QUEEN SET
SALE PRICE ’ SALE PRICE
irii -
Serta Majestic Sleep Serta Perfect Sleeper S e I t a A f e A
Westmark Queen: Elite Trelleburg Plush
Luxurious Quilted Knit mattress features Serta’
Cover, 2 Layers 1” HI IFD Cool Action™ Gel Memory
Support Foam Foam and premium 886 Custon
FlexBand™ Memory Gel Support® Individually Wrapped Coil
739 Wrapped Coil System. Itisdesigned with a unique
4”7 Foam Encasement QUEEN SET set of features to help solve 5 common
Motion Base Friendly SALE PRICE sleep problems.

Plush or Firm

Serta Majestic Sleep
Heidleburg Mattress,
Queen with 532 Mira-Coil®
innerspring and luxurious
quilted knit cover

ivonia, MI 48154

15870 Middlebelt Road
- L
Bll& Rd™s

734.425.5040

APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES. e b
mammrﬁjle Showroom Hours:
Since 1963 Friday

LOIRINK)!

Ilandrodsappliance.com

Monday -Thursday 8:00 AP -8:00 PM

& Saturday, 8:00 AM -5:00 PM
Sunday Noon -5:00
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Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

Itisnotmore
patriotic topay
more in taxes
than you have to.
Our tax laws are
constructed so
that taxpayers
pay the least
amount of taxes
legal lypossible.

IN POINTS
formeals,
merchandise
or free slot play

Q: Ihave a tax ques-
tion that Ihope you can
helpme with. Thisyear,
Ihave taken some sig-
nificant losseson my
stock portfolio. A few
years ago, linvesteda
substantial amount of
money inanew start-up
company. Iknew itwas
somewhat ofagamble,
but lwas convinced
that the stockwould
‘take of . Earlierthis
year, the company went
into bankruptcy and
went out of business.
As a reault, lThave about
$100,000 in losses. My
tax guy said because 1
don"t have any gains, |
can only use avery
small portionofthe
loss. lwent to see an-
other tax person and
they recommended 1
withdraw $100,000
frommy IRAand use

MONDAYS-FRIDAYS
FROM DETROIT SUBURBS & SURROUND ING AREAS

For reservations, cll
CONT INENTAL CHARTERS: 313.491.2040, GLIDERS: 313.933.3930,
GOING PLACES TRAVEL : 810.632.4565, TURNER TOURS:
313.733.8119, TRIUMPH TRANSPORTATION: 313.331.5881

Visit FireKeepersCasino.com or call 877.FKC.8777 for complete line schedules.

GET READY. GET SET.
GET YOURVI(<T-PoN

L

877.FKC.8777 | FireKeepersCasino.com
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the distribution to off-
set the taxes. He said it
was aggressive, but he
thought therewas a
good chance the IRS
would letitsliceby. My
question toyou i, do
you think Ishould do it
and, fnot do you have
any other suggestions?
A: I dontthink off-
setting your stock losses
with an IRA distribution
is too aggressive— 1
think Itis just unques-
tionablywrong. The laws
and regulations are very
clear on this point: Other
than a nominal $3,000 a
year, you cannot offset
capital losses that are a
result of the sale of stock
with ordinary income,
which an IRA distribu-
tion is. The losses you
cannot currently use can
be carried forward into
the future. For example,

17800HaggertyRd.Livonia.MI48152
734-542-8141 ” claddaghirishpubs.com

milthimhial;

if the capital losses were
$100,000 and you offset
$3,000 in the current
year, you can carry over
$97,000 in losses to future
years.

When the tax person
toldyou itwas aggres-
sive to offset capital
losses with an 1RA dis-
tribution, its sort of like
saying that Hurricane
Harvey caused some
water damage inHous-
ton. The hope that the
IRS will let itslide by is
not a good way tohandle
your taxes. Ifthe IRS
does not let itslide by
and catches you, as lam
sure ftwill, inaddition to
the taxes you would owe,
you would alsobe liable
for interest and penalties.

Itis important to re-
member that you sign
your tax return and ulti-
mately are responsible

CALLNOW
tO make yOUF
reservation

(734) 542-8141

for itsaccuracy. You
have tobe careful whom
you take tax advice from
andwhom you letcom-
plete your return. Just
because someone knows
how to complete a return
does not mean they'e
qualified to give tax ad-
vice; justbecause some-
one knows tax laws does
not make them qualified
toprepare returns. Com-
pleting a tax return is
totally different than
giving advice on taxes.
When itcomes to taxes,
you need tomake sure
you are dealingwith a
professional and some-
one who isdedicated to
staying current on our
tax laws.

Itisnot more patriotic
topay more intaxes than
you have to. Our tax laws
are constructed so that
taxpayers pay the least
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amount of taxes legally
possible. When there are
gray areas inour tax law,
theresnothingwrong
with using them to your
advantage. However, you
should always make sure
theres some basis in the
law for your interpreta-
tion. Ifnot, the IRS will
eventual ly catch up with
you and not onlywill it
assess you with taxes,
interest and penalties,
but youllalso have your
fair share of grief. The
bottom lire: yes, it5 0K
to be aggressive when it
comes toyour taxes, just
dontbe stupid.

RickBloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www . b loomasset
management.com. Hyou
would likehim to respond to
questions, email rick®
bloomassetmanagement.com.
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Traverse City Area Properties
You should have a place Up North!

I'maTC native. Htreally isas wonderful a place to live as itseens!
I've traveled a lot of the world - and this isone of the special places, to be
sure. You'd be amazed at how sweet the downtown condos are - and how
many unique, cool, wonderful houses and settings there are available. At
affordable prices! The world isabsolutely making itsway to our doorstep but
we're inthe infancy stages of where prices are headed. It'sa phenomenal
time to buy. Iyou're thinking of jumping in, up here, why not use an expert?
I"ve been at itfor the last 30 years - successfully! Ican steer you straight, cut

to the chase on market issues -

and use aworld of connections to find your

dream setting - for the right price. Btw, you can listen to my radio show Ask
the Real Estate Guy with Jack Lane on Saturday mornings atwww.wtcmradio.
com - clickon Listen Live. The show ison from 8:04 to 9:00 - for 16 years
it'sbeen northern Michigan®s #1 show about real estate, history, Tiger
haseball, local stories and character and, sometimes, even more real estate.
You'll become a regular ifyou listen once!

Own your own Flower Shop! Sweet business
opportunity in downtown Bellaire! This flower shop does
great $$ numbers and the property isina prime corner
location. Blooming business with all sorts of upside! Yes,
the pun was intended. Ifyou’re looking fora business
you’l love coming to every day with a wonderful pace of
life, this is it! « $188,500 includes the real estate.

“—\]aCk"

ACME neighborhood - 3 BR/1.5 baths. Beautiful blend

of prairie style meets mid Century modern. Adjoins
Lockenheath golf course. Nature lovers will delight in the
setting - light pouring into the house, all one level living with
a huge, wandering basement for exercise, crafts and storage.
1 mile from restaurants, four great golf courses and the G.T.
Resort. The house comes with a private, sandy beach that is
shared with a few neighhors. e Motivated Seller! $278,500

For more info on these - or expert help N northem Michigan real estate,
Call Jack Lane

231-883-7444

The best Lake Michigan building
site inall of Leelanau County. 1.5 |
acres overlooking protected dunes
and 100 feet of gorgeous Lake
Wichigan frontage. The views are
wide, endless and breathtaking!

* Priced to sell at $449,000

Sweet Torch Lake setting -
halfway up the treasured East side
of the lake (overlooking sunsets),
this place isa memory maker!
With it's oh so rare boathouse

at the water’s edge - perfect for
storing all the beach and water
toys. Needs renovation or build a
dream house.

* $525,000 - you’ll love it

Executive Hunting Lodge - 100 ACRES with incredible
views, privacy and possibilities! Could be a year round
home (as currently used), or itcould be an Executive
Hunting Lodge with 100 acres 8 miles SE of Cadillac and
ust a few miles from the freeway for easy trips U NF North!
his year round Prairie Style meets Mid Century Moden
house huilton one of the highest points in nortnem Lower
Wichigan will make a fabulous hunting property.



Former kennel owner’ animal abuse trial begins

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Shellean Polovich said
the four dogs she recov-
ered from a Livonia resi-
dence back inAugust
definitely showed signs
of neglect for quite some
time.

The dogs, which be-
longed to then-Farming-
ton Hills resident Mary
Gabriel, were handed off
toLivonia resident Kelly
Dettore, who had been
watching them the previ-
ous few days.

When Polovich, aLivo-
niaanimal control offi-
cer, arrived and looked at
the animals at Dettore’s
home, she knew some-
thing wasn tright.

“They had a very
strong odor of urine and

feces and had ear in-
fections,” she said. “The
dogs were urine-and
feces-soaked.”

Gabriel, 74, was later
charged with four counts
of animal neglect and
four counts of keeping
unlicensed dogs, all mis-
demeanors. A bench trial
inLivonia’ 16th District
Court began Tiiesday
afternoon, with city pros-
ecutors and defense at-
torneys presenting wit-
nesses before Judge Sean
Kavanagh.

Gabriel ran the Chien
d0r Kennel on Rollcrest
Street near 12 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads in
Farmington for years,
though the business’s
website indicates the
property iscurrently for
sale. Gabriel 5 attorney
indicated back inOcto-
ber that she was inthe

process then of
moving toRose
Township innorth-
west Oakland
County.

Polovich testi-
fied that she was
called to Dettores
home in late August on
the report of toomany
dogs at the residence.
When she arrived, she
found the dogs had fleas,
ear infections and feces
matted in their fur. They
were taken from the
home and brought to the
Michigan Humane Soci-
ety inWestland, where
they were examined by
Dr. Clarissa Funke, a
shelter veterinarian.

She said all the dogs
showed various signs of
neglect, including fleas
or fleadirtpresent in
their fur, ear infections
and matted feces in their

Gabriel

Martan Oaklam

)me & Dash

December 13-15,2017 * By Appointment

Get a taste of what it like
to liveat Martan Oakland!
Receive a FREE lunch or
dinner to-go, when you
tour our community. "

Call (248) 474-7204 ext, 2
today to schedule your tourl
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fur. One dog, she
said, had feces
matted in several
places, including
at least one place
she wouldntnor-
mally see it
“Itwas dan-
gling off the edge of the
ear (of one dog),” Funke
said.

Dettore, who herself
faces a single misde-
meanor charge after
striking a deal with city
prosecutors to testify in
Gabriel s case and have
several others charges
dropped, said she re-
ceived the dogs the eve-
ning of Aug. 2.

She said she noticed
some odor on the dogs
and bought some sham-
poo to try to clean the
dogs. She kept them in
her home, splitbetween a
crate provided by Gabri-
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el and a makeshift area
created by rearranging
couches in her living
room. The dogs would be
left outside to relief
themselves in her back-
yard, where itk possible
they may have gotten
into a tent set up days
before for an outdoor
camping experience for
her daughter.

"The basement dogs”

Gabriel has had sever-
al run-ins over the years
with Oakland County and
the city of Farmington
Hills. Oakland County
declined to renew her
kennel license back in
June, plus she faced a
zoning violationback in
2015 by the city.

Hannah Grow, a 17-
year-old girl who worked
at Chien d0r Kennel in
July and August of this

Wan A

MercyA Il m a |

year, testified that sever-
al of the dogs in question
of the case were often
referred to as “the base-
ment dogs,” as they were
kept in crates downstairs
and letout only to relief
themselves.

She was charged with
keeping the dogs’areas
clean, though said itwas
clear conditions werent
up topar.

“lwas concerned the
firstday I walked in
there,” she said.

The trial will resume
after 3.5 hours of testi-
mony lbesday. Kavanagh
scheduled the trial to
pickup at1la.m. Dec. 12
in his courtroom inLivo-
nia.

dveselenak®
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: ©DavidVeselenak
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Relieve holiday stress with these tips

e holidays are upon

us. Amidst the joy

and celebrations,
office and family parties,
traveling and shopping,
there can be stress and
everyone isvulnerable.
Many lifeevents are
difficult to pull offwith-
out stress.

Symptoms can be
psychological, physical
or both. lrritability, wor-
rying, headaches, poor
sleep, gastrointestinal
distress and high blood
pressure are justa few of
the many symptoms of
stress. Some have
learned how to identify
triggers.

Stressmanagement
In addition to identify-
ing sources of stress, its
important to learn to
anticipate times that
youMlbe finding yourself
under stress. Anticipa-
tion of an event isthe
first step toward gaining
control. Anticipation
needs tobe accompanied
with an optimisticmind-
set, such as “l know the
work of taking care of all
the details of the family
Christmas party isgoing
to be stressful, but 1
know itwill be tempor-
ary and Mllmanage.” In
addition to anticipation
and acceptance, using
common sense regarding
abalanced diet, avoiding
excessive alcohol con-
sumption, exercise and

w

i McQullloch

T OUR MENTAL
HEATH

getting adequate sleep
are all very important.
Moderation isthe key.
Toomuch or too little of
anything can aggravate
stress.

Controlled

breathing

Normally when we
breathe, we only use the
top third of our lungs. By
doing abdominal breath-
ing, the entire lungs are
put towork and more
oxygen reaches the brain
quickly. Take a few slow,
regular breathes and
then exhale completely
for as long as you can.
Your next breath will
automatically come from
your abdomen. Keep this
breathing rhythm going
and you may find your-
self relaxing quite quick-
ly.
Muscle relaxation

You can learn to train
your muscles, from head
to toe, tobecome more
deeply relaxed. Pick a
quiet place and an unin-
terrupted 20 minutes and
concentrate on tensing
your feet and then relax-
ing them. Then do the
same with your legs,
abdomen, lower back,

M;u~ycrest

neck and head and, final-
ly, your ai"ms and hands.
Feel the difference be-
tween the tense muscles
and the relaxed muscles.
Combine the controlled
breathing technique with
the progressive muscle
relaxation and you can
learn tobring your stress
level down.

Visualization

Finally, after achiev-
ing relaxation, spend
some time enjoying it
and think about a quiet,
peaceful, tranquil scene.
For example, you might
imagine yourself on the
beach inthewarm sun or
floating on a rafton a
lazy summer day. The
more you practice, the
better youll get at these
stress-reducing tech-
niques. Actually, the
level of relaxation that
can be achieved in this
way isgreater than when
sleeping. The nervous
system ismore active
during sleep than while
ina deep state of relax-
ation.

Worry control

People who are chron-
icworriers tend to build
up stress without recog-
nizing it, sometimes until
symptoms of serious
healthproblems take
over. Generalized anxi-
ety isa condition for
about 4 percent of Amer-
icans. For sufferers of

Now Accepting Applications
for Assisted Living Apartments

Call 734-743-4088 today to schedule a tour!

Cfi ST.JOSEPH MERCY
\ SENIORCOMMUNITIES

arycrest

15475 Middlebelt Road < Livonia, Michigan 48154

MuryeresrCampusmrg
UKUVOONQ
Ashford Court
Independent Retirement Living
ftoLtl D aj, 37501 Joy Road

RETIREMENT

Westland, Ml 48185
ashfordcourtwestland.com

this condition, worry
goes beyond a normal
degree and stress reac-
tions take their toll
physically and mental -
ly. A tipon preventing
yourself from falling
into this category is
setting up a half-hour
worry period. Thismay
sound unusual, but it
can help to contain
dailyworry. Develop a
“what ifthis happens?”
listand counter rtwith
another listof “so what
if this happens, then I’ll
do such and such.” It
may be difficult, but its
important to try to fo-
cus on the present.

The holidays can
bring out the best and
the worst inall of us.
Being mindful of prone-
ness to stress, identify-
ing triggers, practicing
stressmanagement
techniques and taking
care of yourself can all
be beneficial. Remind
yourself that you are
the only one who can
best care for your own
personal needs toman -
age, reduce and, hope-
fully, avoid stress dur-
ing the holidays and all
of the other days of the
year.

LeonardJ. McCulloch isa
diplomate of the American
PsychotherapyAssociation.
He isa certifiedbrain injury
specialistand ishoard
certified in traumatic stress,
mental health, addictionsand
social work. He can be
reached fora courtesy
consultation at his
Farmington Hillsoffice at248
474-2763, ext. 222.
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Samaritas receives grant
from Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan Foundation

Samaritas recently
received a $50,000
award from the Blue
Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan Foundation to
address mental health
concerns among people
served by the Samaritas
Family Center inWest-
land.

The two-year grant
will allow Samaritas to
bring a licensed family
therapist on-staff at the
family center, which
provides accommoda-
tions and support for
families experiencing
homelessness. The
Samaritas Family Cen-
ter has a strong part-
nership with Wayne
State University and
the University of Michi-
egan School ofMedicine
to provide a one-day-
per-week health clinic
on-site, which address-
es physical health con-
cerns. However, mental
health has not been part
of the services provid-

There has beenmuch
research about the
co-occurrence ofmen-
tal illness, chronic
physical health condi-
tions and economic
instability. Among the
homeless population in
Wayne County, a dis-
proportionate percent-
age of individuals suf-
fer from all three.
Many people served by
the family center need
treatment to address
behavioral health prob-

lems so they can achieve
permanent housing with-
out enduring another
cycle of homelessness.

“We are grateful for
this award and the sup-
port from the Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan
Foundation toward ad-
dressing mental health
concerns for the people
we serve at the family
center,” said Sam Beals,
Samaritas CEO. “This is
a huge step forward in
empowering families
experiencing homeless-
ness with the tools they
need tobe successful in
achieving permanent
housing and economic
stability.”

This grant will pro-
vide behavioral health
screening for family
center families, using a
screening tool luiown as
VI-SPDAT, within five
days of arrival to the
family center, to deter-
mine behavioral health
needs. Samaritas profes-
sionals are optimistic
that the additional re-
sources and treatments
will lead a majority of
people served by the
family center toward
permanent housing once
they leave the shelter.

Samaritas has oper-
ated the family center in
Westland for 25 years.
This isout-Wayne Coun-
tysonly emergency
shelter for families expe-
riencing homelessness.

For more information,
go towww.samaritas.org.
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Achieve Charter Academy

3250 Denton Rd, Canton, M1

48188-2110

734-397-0960 PHONE = 734-397-0968 FAX

Canton Charter Academy

49100 Ford Rd, Canton, M1

48187-5415

734-453-9517 PHONE = 734-453-9551 FAX

Plymouth Scholars Charter Academy
48484 N Territorial Road, Plymouth, M1 48170-2850
734-459-6149 PHONE = 734-864-0341 FAX

South Canton Scholars Charter Academy
3085 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, M1 48188-2452
734-398-5658 PHONE = 734-547-3077 FAX

South Pointe Scholars Charter Academy
10550 Geddes Road, Ypsilanti, M1 48198-9442
734-484-0118 PHONE = 734-864-0353 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE

Open enrollment for the 2018-2019 academic school year ends on 2/28/2018 at 5 p.m.
Applications are available for grades K - 8 and can be obtained at the school, at www.
NHAschools.com or by calling866-NHA-ENROLL . Should the number ofapplications received
during open enrol Iment exceed available seats, a random-selection drawing will be necessary.
The drawing, ifneeded, will be held at the respective school on the following date:

Achieve - 3/13/2018 at 4 p.m.

Canton - 3/13/2018 at 4:30 p-m.
Plymouth - 3/14/2018 at 4 p.m.

South Canton - 3/14/2018 at 430 p-m.
South Pointe - 3/13/2018 at 4:30 p-m.

Applications received after open enrol Iment will be accepted on a first-care, first-served basis
for remaining open seats. Waiting listswill be formed accordingly.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICYAS TO STUDENTS

National Heritage Academies admits students of any race, @lor, and nationality or ethnic
origin t all the rigtts, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of irmtellectual or
athletic abihties, measures of achievement or aptitude, dissbility, status as a handicapped
person, homeless status, English proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, oolor, or national origin
in administration of its educational policies, adnissions policies and athletic or other school-

administered programs.

Published: Docombor 10,2017
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Magician
Aaron Radatz
returns to
Village Theater

Las Vegas magician
and Michigan native
Aaron Radatz will be
returning tothe Village
Theater atCherry Hill
in Canton for one show
only, at 7 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 2. Tickets range
from $18 t0$24 and can
be purchased online at
www . cantonvil lage
theater.orgor by calling
734-394-5300.

Radatz, who was just
recently featured on the
global TV sensation
“Masters of Hlusion,”
will be presenting his
show ofmagicand com-
edy. “This isone of the
shows lam always ex-
citedabout all year as |
gettoreturntomy
home state and enter-
tain during this magical
season,” Radatz said.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds from ticket sales
will be donated to the
Humane Society of
Michigan. Inaddition,
Radatzsnew childrens
book, “The Adventures
of Dingo the Dog, ” will
alsobenefitthe Humane
Society with a portion of
each book sale bene-
fiting the organization.

Radatz was born and
raised inDetroitand
began hismagic career
atage 6. He continued
honing his craft while
attending Catholic Cen-
tral High School and
Central Michigan Uni -
versity, where he re-
cently received the
Outstanding Alumni
Award.

Radatz isno stranger
to the Detroit area, with
performances over the
years for General Mo -
tors, Chrysler, Soaring
Eagle Casino, Andia-
mo %, JeffDaniels, the
Detroit Tigers and sev-
eral others.

Guns and divorce: Nine things you need to know

Q: lam about to
filefor a divorce and
my husband has sev-
eral handguns and
rifles inthe house.
Our marriage has
been wlatileand 1
am concerned about
my safety and the
safety of our chil-
dren. What should 1
do?

A: We are inthe
aftermath of the most
horrific shooting trag-
edy in the history of
our country. Fifty-
eight people died in
the horrific shooting
Oct. 1 Ithappened in
Las Vegas, but can
happen anywhere.

Inmy divorce prac-
tice, gun issues have
come up on many occa
sions. Divorce can be
volatile under the best
of circumstances and
safety isof paramount
importance.

I have had clients
murdered by a spouse
during a divorce.
There was an incident
several years ago
when adivorce was
finalized and the hus-
band, who was tova-
cate the house by court
order the next day,
barricaded himself in
the marital home inan

4 iy Henry
TR Gorbein
TALES FROM
THE FRONT LINES
m .

Divorce can be

volatile under the

best of
circumstances
and safety isof
paramount
importance.

upscale West Bloom-
field neighborhood.
Police were called and,
tragically, a West
Bloomfield police offi-
cer was killed and then
the man turned the gun
on himself, resulting in
a murder/suicide. This
house was two houses
away from where my
grandchildren were
living.

Guns are every-
where. Emotions are
high and a divorce can
trigger a tragedy.

Following are Some
steps that I recommend
tomy clients that I

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regular Meeting

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold ftsregular
meeting December 19th, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends
Room on the main lewel ofthe Library at 223 S. Main Street,

Plymouth, M1 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for
the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials
being considered at the meeting, to individuals with
disshilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days
notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals with
dissbilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should
contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling
the following:

Sandra Young, Administrative Assistant
Plymouth District Library
223 S. Main Street; Plymouth, M1
734-453-0750 x 217

would like to share with
you:

1 Ifyou are con-
cerned, get any guns out
of the house and have
them held by another
family member or
friend in a secure place.
You can always remove
the guns and put them
into a storage locker for
safe keeping.

2.1once had a case
where my office was
holding the rifles during
a divorce. This issome-
thing that I do not rec-
ommend.

3. Many police de-
partments will put guns
or other weapons into
storage for safe keeping
until there isa further
directive. Check with
the local authorities
where you live.

4. You can always file
amotion with the court
tomake sure that guns
are safely stored until
the case Is resolved.

5. Possession of guns
after a divorce can be
an issue and this is
something that I have
negotiated on numerous
occasions.

6.1once had a case
where lwalked intoa
depositionand my client
pulled out a handgun. |
immediately grabbed it
and ftwas put ina safe
and secure place. This
was many years ago and
is something that 1dont
recommend.

7. In another high-
conflict divorce, a client
pulled a gun and started
shooting over the heads
of the two attorneys and
the other client. This
was ina law office con-
ference room in the
Renaissance Center in
Detroit. The bullets
remained for many
years as a reminder of
how a tragedy can oc-
cur.

8. The key istobe
safe rather than sorry.
If there isany doubt,
get any weapons out of
the house before you
file for a divorce.

9. Talk to your at-
torney and explain the
situation when you are
strategizing as the best
way tomove forward
once you have decided
to file for a divorce.

Divorce isknown as
crazy time, when even
the most rational human
beings sometimes lose
it

lurge you toerr on
the side of caution.

Guns and divorce can be
avery toxic brew. This
isnot a matter of gun
control. Itisa matter of
making sure that no one
iskilled during the trau-
matic times that go

hand inhand with a
divorce.

These aremy
thoughts. What are
yours?

Henry S. Gornbein specializes
in all aspects of family law. He
isa partner in the Birmingham
law firm of Lippitt 0"Keefe
Gornbein PLLC, where he
heads the family law wnit. He
iscreator and host of the
award-winning cable television
show "Practical Law," with
more than 800 episodes aired
to date. He isthe author of the
book "Divorce Demystified,
Everything You Need To Know
Before You FileFor Divorce."
Contacthim at
hgornbein@lippittokeefe.com
or 248-646-8292.

1-800-Pack-Rat (M1-Plymouth-5514)

46201 5Mile Rd
Plymouth, M1 48170
877-774-1537

NOTICE OF SALE

Tenant: unit#

Brown, Norlena D00257
Serv Pro 9051 D53065
Walker, Leonard 803640

1-800-Pack-Rat (MI-Plymouth-5514), 46201 5 Mile Rd, Plymouth, M1 48170, has possessory
lien on all of the goods stored in the units above. All these items ofpersonal property are

being sold pursuant to the assertion ofthe hen on 12/20/2017 at 10:00A M inorder to collect

the amounts due fromyou. The salewill take place on ww.strangeauctionservices.com from

Published: December 3 & 10,2017

12/20/2017 to 12/27/2017 at 6:00p.-m.

Published: December 10th, 2017
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lam an American

We are One Nation

DIFFERENCES START CONVERSATIONS

With equality for all a goal,
Chris Lassiter gets people talking

PATRICK HITE
STAUNTON NEWS LEADER
USATODAY NETWORK

Each week, this series will introduce
you to an exceptional American who
unites, rather than divides, our commu -
nities. To read more about Americans do-
ing exceptional things, visitonenation_u-
satoday.com.

STAUNTON, Va. - Itsa solemn Chris
Lassiter, not flashing the smile that the
41-year-old is so well-known for around
his hometown of Staunton, Virginia.

He % sitting on the front steps of his
house situated in a historic African-
American neighborhood of this small
city in the Shenandoah Valley. It5 two
days after the violence of Charlottes-
ville, and although Staunton is 45 miles
and amountain range away, the Unite the
Right rally, the clash of supremacists
and protesters and the one violent death,
have taken their toll here, too.

Lassiter looks into the camera and
tells those watching him on Facebook
Live that he understands itcan be emo-
tionally draining. He tells them that he
feels a bit distraught over everything
thathappened. Itsstilldifficult, 48 hours
after the events, to comprehend what
happened.

But then, intypical Lassiter form, he
also tells the viewers that he wants to do
whatever he can to be part of the solu-
tion. And so he invites those watching to
joinhim the following Saturday morning
for an hour of prayer.

And then he extends another offer.

‘Right after that, just a couple of
friends and | are getting together to
talk,” he says. “The friends who have
said, Hey, I'llcome "are a diverse group,
so itwill be different cultures, different
takes on theology, all of that stuff. We e
just going to get together and talk and
help each other work through it”

Anyone who wants to join the group is
welcome.

How much can talking help? Lassiter
believes a lot.

One of Lassiter’ favorite sayings is
“Proximity breeds compassion.” He has
seen far toomany arguments over social
media, arguments that resolve nothing
and ratchet anger, leaving everyone

CHRIS LASSITER
Age: 41
Locatiion: Staunton, Virginia

Mission: To create an
environment where people
can again be friends with
people with opposing views.
And to a create a template
for others that isthe opposite
of shouting past one another
on social media.

ONE NATION

Nominate an
American

Who areyour American
heroes? Share stories and
nominees at
onenation.usatoday.com or
via email to
onenation@usatoday.com or
post a video submission to
Twitter, Facebook or
Instagram (no longer than 2
minutes, please) with the
hashtags #1AmAnAmerican
#WeAreOneNation.

Chris Lassiter believes
organizing community
discussions can help starta
healing process, mike
TRIPP/STAUNTON NEWS LEADER

more entrenched.

But, he beheves, having face-to-face
talks with those who disagree with you
can actually start the healing. “A huge
part of being human and showing you
that I value you is taking the time to lis-
ten,” he said. “And not just listentoform
aresponse, but just listenbecause you re
important enough to listen to.”

He knows the black experience inthe
United States has been a painful one.

He admits that can be infuriating. At
the same time, he wants to stay focused
on the end goal ofequal ity for everyone.

“It%s all justice for all people at all
times, and doing that graciously,” Lassi-
ter said. “And attheend Ithink that helps
you Fight for reconciliation rather than
justyour own people group.”

After Charlottesville, he held a com-

YOULL FIND; YOUR
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munity discussion on both a Saturday
and Sunday morning, aweek after the vi-
olence. One of the discussions was at a
coffee shop and the other at a fast-food
restaurant. Combined, the two sessions
drew more than 30 people.

“We hadmore peopleand we probably
also had a more diverse group than
we Ve had.”

He has been a teacher in the high
school from which he graduated. He has
beenaYoung Life leader, he has ledBible
study for incarcerated youths, he has
been a campus minister. He s been a
newspaper reporter. Lassiter is con-
stantly trying to find ways to serve the
community he loves.

“One of the things lwanted to do,” he
said, “was put the personhood back in
people as we have those conversations.”

Q&A WITH CHRIS
LASSITER

What does itmean tobe an American?
I think the first thing I think about as an
American is privileged. lIve been to
parts of the world that dont have run-
ning water. Not only do I have running
water, I control the temperature of the
water. | love the melting pot aspect of
America, and my neighborhood is a
prime example. As an African-Ameri-
can, I'm well aware of the many painful
chapters in America} history, too. We
appreciate what we have in America,
and my friends and lwork where we see
%_reas that need justice and reconcilia-
ion.
What moment motivated you to be-
come part of thiseffort?
In 2005, 1 got tomeet the legendary John
Perkins of the Christian Community De-
velopment Association in Los Angeles.
His strategy of living in the neighbor-
hood where you want to make a differ-
ence shaped the trajectory for my wife,
Emily, and me. 1ve met somany people
1d consider true heroes at Urban Youth
Workers Institute and the Legacy Con-
ference in Chicago who have inspired
me.
What givesyou hope?
The apostle Paul tells the church inCol-
ossae that the meta-narrative of the Bi-
ble concludes with the creator reconcil-
ing all things. Right now our world is
both beautiful and broken. The promise
is that one day ftwill only be beautiful,
and sowe work toward healing the bro-
kenness and restoring the beauty inour
own small way here.
What concerns you?
Its hard not to look at the most recent
school shooting or similar events in the
wor Id and not feel a great deal of concern
for the world we are passing on tomy
five kids.
What do you hope to accomplish
through your efforts?
I guess I hope to accomplish two things.
The first is to create an environment
where people can again be friends with
people with opposing views, or at the
very least agree to disagree aswe work
together to see our society flourish.
The second is toa create a template for
others that is the opposite of shouting
past one another on social media. ... it
takes time, humility, empathy and kind-
ness to invite someone with opposing
views out to lunch or intoyour home.

Enjoy our all inclusive lifestyle! Call us
at 734-666-0309 to schedule your visit!

L1BY

RUTIBIMINT

Ashford Court

Independent Retirement Living
37501 Joy Road

Westland,

MI 48185

ashfordcourtwestland.com
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Send calendar items to
LIV-OENewstip@
hometownlife.com. Itemsmust
be receivedat least two weeks
prior to the event.

Village Theater art
exhibit

The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill will ex-
hibit the collected
works of the Ann Arbor
Fiberarts Guild in the
Gallery@VT through
Jan. 1, 2018. Works on
display include awide
variety of fiber art,
such as basketry, bead-
ing, bead embroidery,
bead weaving, kumihi-
mo, crochet, dollmak -
ing, dyeing and paint-
ing, embroidery, felt-
ing, garment design and
construction, hand-
made paper and book
art, knitting, knotting,
quilting, sewing, spin-
ning, weaving and sur-
face design.

The exhibit is free
and open to the public
from 10a.m. to2 p.m.
Monday through Fri-
day, during public per-
formances at the thea-
ter and by appointment
by calling 734/394-5300.
The gallery isclosed
holidays.

The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill is located
at 50400 Cherry Hill
Road. For more infor-
mation, 734-394-5300 or
go towww.canton
villagetheater.org.

Music at the Elks

Blues @ The Elks
happens 7-10 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each
month at the Plymouth
Ann Arbor Elks Lodge
No. 325 inpartnership
with the Detroit Blues
Society (www._detroit
bluessociety.org).
There isa $5 donation
at the door and bring
your dancing shoes.

. Tuesday, Dec. 12, for
its debut appearance
with the EIks will be
The Sax Maniacs Band.
Performing will be
Terry Burton on vocals,
Ray Wise on guitar and
vocals, Tom Hunter on
bass and vocals, Joe
Bruglioon drums and
vocals and Dave “Dr. Z”
Daniele on keys, sax
and vocals.

Jazz @ The Elks hap-
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last
Tuesday of each month.
There isa $10 donation
at the door, which in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres.

The Plymouth Ann
Arbor Elks Lodge No.
325 1sat 41700 Ann Ar-
bor Road, Plymouth.
For more information,
call 734-453-1780, go to
www.plyaa325.com or
email jazzatthe
elks@gmail.com.

A visitfrom St. Nick

St. Nicholas will be
visitingRisen Christ
Lutheran Church, 46250
Ann Arbor Road, in
Plymouth Township, at
7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
13. Bring children,
grandchildren, friends
and family to hear the
story of the origin of
Santa Claus.

3D Photography
Club

The 3D Photography
Club will hold its next
meeting 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13, at
the Livonia Civic Park
Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road.

All are invited to
come and see the
award-winning 3D im-
ages. The meetings are
free to attend and visi-
tors are always wel-
come. Stereo cameras,
3D movies and educa-
tional videos are avail-
able for members to
borrow or rent.

The meeting will
begin with the annual
holiday potluck dinner,
with live musical per-
formances from some
members. There will
also be an exhibition of
stereoview cards made
by members and many
3D items on display and
for sale.

For more informa-
tion, go to

www.Detroit3D.org or
call Dennis at 248-398-
3591.

Central City"s
Christmas Broadway
spectacular

“The Most Explosive
Christmas Show
Around Town,” Canton’s
Christmas Broadway
spectacular, is sched-
uled for seven perfor-
mances Thursday
through Sunday, Dec.
14-17, at the Village
Theater atCherry Hill.
Times are at6 p.m.
Thursday and Friday, 11
a.m., 3p.m. and 7 p.m.
Saturday and noon and
4 p.m. Sunday.

Tickets are $24 and
are on sale at the Vil-
lage Theater box office
or online at www.Can-
tonVillageTheater.org.
Tickets are reserved
seating.

For more informa-
tion, go towww.Canton-
VillageTheater.org or
call 734-394-5300.

"Christmas Carol" at
the PARC

“A Christmas Carol
— The Musical” isbe-
ing performed at the
Plymouth Arts & Recre-
ation Complex, 650
Church Street, Thurs-
day through Sunday,
Dec. 14-17, by Forever
After Productions.

General admission
tickets are $10 and are

AREA EVENTS

The Sax Maniacs Band will perform Tuesday, Dec. 12, at the Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks Lodge.

at 734-547-5156 or at the
door. Enter via Door 24
from Adams Street
parking lotat rear of
building.

Go towww.iheart
foreverafter.com for
additional information.

on sale for all perfor-
mances, setfor 7 p.m.
Friday through Sat-
urday, 2 p.m. Saturday
and 1p.m. and 5 p.m.
Sunday, at www.iheart
foreverafter.com, by
calling Shirley at For-
ever After Productions

Obrtuaries

TODAYS OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES

Name

understand how local
law enforcement
works. Officers have
agreed toanswer the
community’questions
on policing and law
enforcement on the “On
the Beat” progranm,
which will air Monday,
Dec. 18.

The station aired the
first “On the Beat” in
September. Community
members submitted
questions regarding
traffic rules, police
responsibilities and
more. 88.1The Park is
accepting questions for
the December program.
Questions can cover
any topic effecting our
local police depart-
ments. Your questions
can be submitted at
881ThePark@gmail.com
by Dec. 14.

88.1The Park isa
local radio station that
isowned and operated
by the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools
district.

Mitten Theater
presents “Knife
Before Christmas*

The Mitten Theater

88.1 The Park will host the premiere
Sponsors "On the of “The Knife Before
Beat” Christmas,” an original

murder mystery pro-
duction that runs at 7:30
p.m. Friday, Dec. 15 and
22. The Mitten Theater

Radio station 88.1
The Park will partner
with local police de-
partments to give the

community achance to See EVENTS, Page A12

Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements
‘Chruscial, Edward Harold gz Canton 02-Dec DavidC.g Brown Funeral Home May yqu ﬁrq
*Gatto, Gregory 86 DearbornHeights  03-Dec  John N.Santeius Son, Irc. comfort infamily
*Weisbrod, Elizabeth Jean 93 Trenton, M 24-Nov  Bliley’s Funeral Home and frias
*Additional information indisplay obituaries
Obituaries appear inprintand online at www. legacy.com/obituaries/HometownLife
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visitmideathnotices.con/place.php Elizabeth JeanWeisbrod
Edward Harold Chruscial TRENTON , M1 -Ehza-
beth Jean “Betty” Weis-
CANTON - Age 72, brod, 93, departed this
long-time Canton res- life peacefully on Friday,
Ident, died Saturday at November 24, 2017, at
the VA Medical Center home, surrounded by | -

Gregory Gatto

DEARBORN
HEIGHTS - Age 86,
December 3,2017. Be-
loved husband of the
late Mary. Dear father
of Anthony, Patty
and Michael (Kris).
Grandfather of Bren-
dan, Marisa, Olivia
and Ava. Gregory was
the owner of Roman
Forum Restaurant in
Canton. Funeral ser-
viceswere held. Family
suggests memorials to
Michigan Diabetes or
Angela Hospice, www.
santeiufuneralhome.
com

Kathleen Leahy

ROCHESTER HILLS
- Kathleen (Hendrick-
son) Leahy, 82, Roches-
ter Hills. Our beloved
mother & friend passed
away on November
30, 2017. After a long
struggle with Parkin-
son’s Disease, Kathy
passed away sur-
rounded by love with
family by her side. M e -
morial donations may
be made 1in KathyXs
name to The Michael
J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson Research.

in Ann Arbor, after a

courageous battle with

Leukemia. He was born

July 1, 1945 in Steuben-

ville, OH, son ofEdward

& Charlene Chrusciel. He

proudly served in the

U.S. Air Force during

Vietnam. He wasacom-

mercial airline pilot for numerous years before
he retired. He loved air planes, flying, air shows,
bowling, road trips-camping and canoeing. He
was also amusician. He played his accordion on
the Ed Sullivan show when he was twelve years
old. Ed was amember of New Hope Church.
Survived by five children: Rene Foggo of Coral
Springs, FL, Tony (Lesley) Clark ofHastings, MI,
Melinda (Phillip) Chruscial-Clemons of Ypsi-
lanti, Heather (James) Janisse of Northville and
Candice Chruscial of Belleville, 9 grandchildren
and one great-grandchild on-the-way. Preceded
in death by his wife Gloria, also daughter Torey
Clark. Visitation2-8 P M Friday atDavid C. Brown
Funeral Home, Belleville (734-697-4500) with a
6 PM Time for Sharing. Funeral 11 A M Saturday,
December 9,2017 atNew Hope Church, Canton.
Interment Knollwood Memorial Park, Canton.
www.davidcbrownfh_com

family and her caregiver.

Known to all as simply

“Mom, ”shewas preceded

in death by her husband,

John Arthur Weisbrod;

and her three brothers,

Karl, James and Robert

Schwartz. Born in Fenton, lowa, Betty graduated
from Fenton High School in 1941. She received her
degree as a Registered Nurse from the School of
Nursing at lowa Lutheran Hospital inDes Moines
in 1945. While serving at a veteran’s hospital in
New York City that year, she was reunited with a
decorated WW I I Navy lieutenant from her lowa
hometown. Following his recovery from inju-
ries sustained during the initial assault to retake
Iwo Jima, the couple married in 1946. Betty and
John moved to Trenton, Michigan, where he was
employed as a product designer for Ford Motor
Company until hisuntimely death in 1962. While
in Trenton, Betty worked as a private practice
nurse. However, her first love was music. She
taught piano lessons, served as church organist
at Faith Methodist Church and frequently played
for musical productions for theWyandotte Com-
munity Theater. She continued to play the piano
until a fewmonths before her death. Bettymoved
to Richmond in 1980 to five with her daughter
with whom she stayed for the last 37 years. She is
survived by her son, Mark C. Weisbrod (Susan)
of Canton, Michigan; her daughter, Mary Louse
Linhart (Ted) of Richmond, Virginia; her grand-
daughter, SamanthaWeisbrod; aswell as two step-
granddaughters and three step-great grandsons.
Abiding by her wishes, there will be no visitation.
Burial will be private. Betty’ abiding passion
was for Barksdale Theatre and all animals, large
and small. Accordingly, in lieu of flowers, please
consider the Muriel McAuley Fund of Virginia
Repertory Theatre or the Richmond SPCA. Online
condolences may be made atwww.blileys.com.
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is located inside of
PARC (Plymouth Arts
and Recreation Com-
plex), 650 Church St.
Tickets are $45 at
theknifebeforechrist-
mas.brownpaperticket-
s.com, but early bird
tickets are available
for $40 while supplies
last. They will be $50 at
the door. Groups of 10
or more can contact
Vince Sabatini at 609-
233-0226 or vince@mit-
tentheater.com.
Ticket price includes
a strolling hot and cold
hors d oeuvre and des-
sert buffet. Food may
be limited for non-re-
served tickets; door
ticket prices will be
reduced to $25 in this
case. A $50 prize will
be given to the best
detective of the night.
Doors open at 7 p.m.

Show is rated PG-13.
This production is not
appropriate for chil-
dren. Contains coarse
language, sexual innu-
endo, mythical crea-
tures, scenes of vio-
lence (including an
extended death scene)
and singing.

For more informa-
tion, go toMittenThea-
ter.com.

Barefoot presents
“Almost, Maine~

The nonprofit Bare-
foot Productions Thea-
tre, 240 N. Main St., in
Plymouth will present
“Almost, Maine”
through Dec. 17. Show
times are 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and 2
p.m. Sunday.

Tickets are $17 to
$19, with student and
senior discounts at
www . Justgobarefoot.
com. For more informa-
tion, call 734-404-6889,
email admin@justgo
barefoot.com or go to

www . justgobarefoot.*
com.

Living Nativity at
Lake Pointe Bible
Church

Lake Pointe Bible
Church, 42150 School -
craft, inPlymouth in-
vites the community to
come toa live Nativity
scene 5-7 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 23. Included
will be the babe in
swaddling clothes in
the manger, young
shepherds watching
over their flocks of
sheep and goats and the
wise men bringing gifts
of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. The hal-
lelujah chorus will en-
tertain visitors with
song, while a roaring
fire will keep them
warm. Refreshments
will be available during
the free, interactive,
family friendly event.

The living Nativity
scene will take place in
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the field in front of the
church and will pro-
ceed rain or shine. Visi-
tors are advised to
dress warmly. Parking
isavailable in the rear
lot. Overflow parking is
available across the
street at the Plymouth
Senior Station, 42375
Schoolcraft Road.

Hats for the
Homeless

Plymouth Communi -
ty United Way isgear-
ing up for the annual
Hats for the Homeless
drive, scheduled to run
through Dec. 29 inan
effort keep our home -
less community warm
during the winter
months. New and hand-
made items can be
dropped at the PCUW
office from 7:45a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and
7:45a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
Friday.

Should your compa-
ny or group like to par-

ticipate by hosting a
drive on-site or like to
sponsor items like
coats or blankets, con-
tact Randi at 734-453-
6879, ext. 5. For more
information, go to
www.plymouthunited
way.org.

Baseline Folk
Society

The Baseline Folk
Society continues its
13th season at The JWH
Center for the Arts,
Plymouth Community
Arts Council, at 774 N.
Sheldon Road.

Tickets are $5 at the
door, including per-
formers. Sign-up for
open mic starts at 6:15
p.m. and ends at 6:40
p.m. Performances are
the third Saturday of
each month, September
through May.

AARP TaxAide
looking for
volunteers

Open 7 Days
10am -8 pm

pieman”s
Farm Markets
734-483-1/83

10 Varietaes of Premium
Christmas Trees

9
From

Don tgetstuckwith
abranchoraba...
Many Wreaths & Roping

Warm Up

This Winter

With. ..

Every year, AARP
provides free income
tax preparation ser-
vices for seniors and
other moderate income
families from February
through April. AARP is
looking for new volun-
teers tobecome tax
counselors. You should
know how touseacom-
puter and the internet,
and be experienced
with income tax prep-
aration.

Training will be pro-
vided to learn the tax
software and tax law, to
prepare you for certifi-
cation. Training classes
inearly December and
inmid-January are
being scheduled now.
Volunteers are expect-
ed to be active about
one day per week dur-
ing the tax season.

You can apply by
completing an applica-
tion online at aarp
foundation.org/taxaide
or call 888-227-7669.

\ 1-276

\ canton

910 Ridge Rd. 48198
(L blk. North of
E. Michigan Aye.)

WINTER FREEZE SPECIAL

Move induring November orDecember 2017
and have 2017 rates frozen for all of 2018!*

Independent Living AssistedLiving eMemory Care ¢ Enhanced Living

Give us a call to schedule a tour, have a cup of
coffee and get a taste of scenic independent
senior living all on the comfort of one campus.

: The Village of

Westland

« CRAINTS

0

Best-managed

~ NONPROFIT

WINNER

Preshyterian Villages

_ 734-394-5300
50400 Gherry Hill canton, M1

mA New Year®"s Eve Circus Party.......
inyour own backyard!

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY of Nichigan
Q  AMissionol Presbyterian Villagesol Michigan

32001 Cherry Hill Road (A (28.522
Westland, Michigan 48186-7902 WWW .pVIH.Org

«These incentives are not validwith any other discounts. Offer issubject to change.



David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Sam and Jessica
Mass were likemany
millennials who gradu-
ated from college at the
height of the recession:
they leftMichigan and
went to Chicago.

But several years
later, the couple opted
to get into the family
business and move back
toMichigan. Today,
they’re the new owners
of Burton Manor Ban-
quet and Conference
Center, 27777 Schooh
craft, buying it from
her father several
months ago.

“We moved west a
little bit to try and find
some jobs and I got
lucky and found a job in
Chicago practicing,” he
said. “We were lucky to
have the opportunity to
take itover.”

The couple, who met
while they attended
Detroit Country Day
School in Beverly Hills,
found work inChicago
after Sam Mass gradu-
ated from law school.
When Jessica’ father,
William Burton John-
son, decided rtwas time
to sell the business, he
opted topass italong to
his daughter and son-in-
law. They Ve operated
the business since Sep-
tember.

“Itwas about family
and opportunity to buy
the business,” she said.
“My dad really wanted
to retire.

“He just needed a
break.”

In addition to owning
Burton Manor, the cou-
ple also runs Karas
House, 23632 Plymouth,
inBedford.

Her family has
worked in the catering
business for decades
and has owned and oper-

ated Burton Manor the
last 20 years. Looking
toward retirement,
Johnson said itwas the
perfect opportunity to
reunite his family in
Michigan.

“lwanted them to
come home from Chi-
cago,” said Johnson, a
Livonia resident. “It%s
been fun, but its time.”

Johnson’s father be-
gan a catering business
in the 1953, working out
of the hall at St. Michael
the Archangel Catholic
Church inLivonia and
then out of a bakery on
Plymouth Road, then
moving toa banquet
hall inWestland and
before retiring in the
1960s. Johnson bought
the catering business in
the 1970s. Later, he ran
Karas House inWest-
land, moving toBedford
in the early 1980s. John-
son, who said his father
was a Livonia special
police officer in the
1950s, then bought Bur-
ton Manor inthe 1990s,
which was formerly
calledRoma Banquets.

Moving forward

The banquet hall is
hoping to connect with
larger brands for things
such as honeymoons,
dresses and tuxedos so
that brides and grooms
can get info on every-
thing they’llneed lead-
ing .up to their wedding
day, amove that they
hope make the hall an
attractive option for
couples from across
metro Detroit.

They e currently
renovating a room in
the executive office to
display the partner-
ships, as well as a sam-
ple display of items
such as chairs, chair
covers and linens.

“So it a one-stop
place for everybody,”
Sam said. “Just trying
tomake iteasier.”

Burton Manor holds
nearly 1,000 events a
year, includingwed-
dings, corporate events,
funeral wakes, birth-
days and city events.
The State of the City
has taken place at the
center, while thisyear’s
Livonia Community
Prayer Breakfast,
which featured former
Detroit Lions kicker
Jason Hanson, took
place there.

With the couple’
background — his in
law and hers in culinary
arts— theyre able to
separate some aspects
of running the business.
When itcomes to food,
Sam said he hands that
off to hiswife and the
halls executive chef.

“They e the culinary
masterminds,” Sam
said. “l stay out of their
way inthe kitchen.

The couple, who cur-
rently live in Sterling
Heights, but hope to
move tothe Livonia
area with their children,
said they are excited at
the opportunities at the
banquet center, espe-
cially with all the devel-
opment in the School-
craft/Inkster area: two
new hotels have opened,
new restaurants and
shops have popped up
along Middlebelt and
plenty of renovations
are taking place at oth-
er businesses in the
area.

“You see itwhen it
wasn tdeveloped,” he
said. “Now, you've got
the two brand-new ho-
tels, you Ve got the
whole shopping center
to the west, you Ve got
the distribution center
right behind us.

“Its really encourag-
ing.”

dveselenak®
hometownlife. com
734-678-6728

Twitter: ODavidVeselenak

2017 EXPLORER XLT

2018 ror 0 ESCAPE SE
m LEATHER!
HUY AS JLOW AS HUYAS L_-UNVAS
si&f S 3 f,311s
24 month lease for 24 month lease for
ermonth. $ 2 2 permonth.

Rebates U[FJ) to $5,000 Rebates up to $5,750

2017 FUSION SE

WITH LEATHR
BUY AS LOW AS

24 month lease for

$" 139 permonth.
Rebates up to $5,150

2015 EXPLORER XLT
32,000 MILES

USED
OAFS SPECI AL

2017 FORD TAURUS SEL
2018 F-150 SUPERCAB T LEATHER

XLT 4X4 BUYAS LOW AS
BUY AS LOW AS S$33,GS6
&34,0G0
24 month lease for $241m4or]1th lease fo;
> er mont
$ 196 permonth. Rebates uppt0$6 750

Rebates up to $4,750

*A/Zplan, 10,500 miles per year, $2, 000 due at signing. Includes conquest or renewal rebate, plustaxes, platesand fees. See salesperson (or details.

" rile Rdi.vEelleviHe, MI 48111 .
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The husband and wife team of Sam and Jessica Mass moved back from Chicago to become the
third generation inthe business, viti brester [honetowntifecon

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16TH 8PM

THE SPINNERS
COME HOME
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS!

Enjoy 275 minute show
filled with all of their classic
hits such as:

- 'l Be Around

- 5 A Shame

-Then Came You

-Wording My Way Back To You
- Mighty Love

- Sadie

-Games People Play

- Rubberband Man

SPHIERS

PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS
fromMOTOWN,

The Shades of Blue

“Oh How Happy"

DEARBORNS FORD COMMINTY & PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
15801 Michigan Ave, Dearborn, MI 481 26
FREE PARKING, LIVE ORCHESTRA, CASH BAR

Tickets available by phone at 313-943-2354 or online at dearborntheater.conm

Breakfast with

Santa!l

Complifnents of Waltonwood Carriage Park

Saturday, December 16th

9:00"11:00 a.m.

Stop by for a community7tour and enjoy a celiciaus
pancake breakfastwith Santal

Waltonwood Carriage Park caters to seniors who desire
social opportunities and a worry-free lifestyle. With a great location and warm,
caring staff, you’ll feel right at home SBSINBYAstep inside.

RSVP today for this great fami ly-friendly event!
(734) 3354276

MATtonwgdd

“ Carriage Park™
RedefiningRetirementLining*

Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living

2000 N CantonGaterrd., Canton

vsvww.Waltomvood.com | ww.SinghJobs.com




£1 Globally

19 Tears InaRow!

Findout why.

WA diolvLal

Grand River at Wixom Road in Novi
(800) 240-8730 iVarsityLincoln.com

Complimentary6-Year/100,000-M1le
Warrantyon EveryCertified
Pre-Owned Lincoln!

Certified

2015 LincolnMKS AWD

*RearView Camera
eFront/Side Airbags
*Only 15,255 miles

NOW ONLY

*24 ,995

2016 LincolInM K Z SelectA W D

eRear View Camera
eAdaptive Headlights
*Only 27,075 miles

NOW ONLY

*21,995

2016 LincoIn M K X

*RearView Camera
eNavigation System
*Only 24,379 miles

NOW ONLY

*34,995

2014 LincolnMKS AWD

eRear View Camera
eHeated Mirrors
*Only 45,948 miles

NOW ONLY
*19,995

2015 LincolnM K Z Hybrid FWD

eRear View Camera
*Keyless Entry
*Only 43,419 miles

NOW ONLY

*18,995

2015 LincolnMK S EcoBoostA W D

"W\

*Rear View Camera
*Keyless Entry
«Only 28,640 miles

NOW ONLY

24,995

Grand River atWixom Rd mnNovi

(800) 240-8730 INarsityLincoln.com

Reserve FWD 12014 LincolnM K X

liaiita8@48s S scial

2015 Lincoln
Navigator4W D

=Rear View Camera
=Navigation System
<Only 41,556 miles

NOW ONLY
*39,9%5

2016 Lincoln M K Z SelectA WD

*Rear View Camera
eRear Parking Sensors
*Only 29,936 miles

NOW ONLY

*21,99-5

2015 LincolnMK Z FWD

Front Parking Sensors
*Rear View Camera
Only 23,801 miles

NOW ONLY

*19995

I0O0OAAMD

| £

SFK 145334

eLeather Seats
*Rear Spoiler
«Only 17,718 miles

NOW ONLY

*24 ,995

2015 LincolnM K C ReserveAWD

eRear View Camera
eKeyless Entry
«Only 42,014 miles

NOW ONLY

*23,995

Financingas lowas

1_9%APRI*

1 2014 LincolnM K T EcoBoostA WD 1

eRear Parking Sensors
*Keyless Entry
*Only 35,546 miles

NOW ONLY

*26,995"

2015 LincolnMKZ FWD

eRear View Camera
eHeated Mirrors
*Only 26,280 miles

NOW ONLY

*19,995

2016 LincolInM K Z HybridF M D

Bucket Seats
eAnti-Theft Alarm
«Only 27,426 miles

NOW ONLY

*21,995

2017 Lincoln Navigator Select
4WD

eRearView Camera
eHeated Mirrors
«Only 21,053 miles

t NOW ONLY

t *53,995

nnm

STK 45412

Certarfied

STK #:45076

OPEN
SATURDAYS

Over 800
Vehicles Ready
To Go!

"IHe WXNLE 'ISON. . . SAVE THCALISANIFS

sdecWe~?des foirchalifiedu™omersrvAthll lerrthrefug”fprefeired 5USmei Satisf™:“i0T Par Lin“ "nSal Report. "As lowas 1.9% APR forup to 48 months on

Check KQut!

2015 LincoInMK Z
Reserve F WD

<Rear View Camera
<Alarm System
«Only 25,092 miles

NOW ONLY

$19,995

mpi

LINCOLN
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

Meticulous 200-point inspection by
factory trained technicians

6-year /100,000-mile comprehensive
arranty eeverage
enplimentary 24/7 readside assistance

not include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point of purchase. Inventory an®phcing subj~M~Achi~”~See Vars Ti"ncoin "tk I~ offers nd 1/1?5 ~rCe “oes
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Franklin enters post-Atienza era

John Glenn Rockets on title quest;
Salem also primed for season;
Stevenson in rebuilding phase

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Will Livonia Franklinsvarsity wres-
tling team be a victim of the football
team’ success?

With several key wrestlers literally
late to the mat due to foothall — the
Patriots’Johnny DiPonio, Marino DiPo-
nio and others helped their team reach
the Division 2 football championship

COLLEGE RECRUITING

game Nov. 24— longtime wrestling
coach David Chiola had towaitawhile
to get his full squad together for pre-
season workouts.

“I think this season will start out
slowly,” Chiolawrote inan email to the
Observer. “Our foothall team made itto
the state finals and quite a few of our
wrestlers are on the team, sowe gota
bitof a late start.”

Chiolasworries might turn out to be
short-lived. On Wednesday, Franklin
won the Livonia City Wrestling Meet
for the third consecutive year.

Individual champions were Russ
Rusnell, Howie Whitaker, Jacob John-

See WRESTLING, Page B2

Johnny DiPonio
(top) gains an
advantage
against Livonia
Stevenson's
Max Davidek
during a 2016-17
match-up.
DiPonio is
among a
handful of
Franklin football
players now
switching over
to wrestling
Season, ton
BEAUDOIN

BOYS BASKETBALL
Canton

outmusdes
No. 2-ranked
Belleville

Big games by Meredith,
Noah Brown spark Chiefs
to season-opening win over
fast, physical Tigers

Tim Smith
hometownlrfe.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

About a month earlier, Bellevilles
No. l-rated Division 1 football team was
knocked out of the postseason by the
Canton Chiefs ina heart-stopping dis-
trictchampionship game.

On Tliesday, players from both of
those teams became reacquainted on
the basketball court in the 2017-18 sea-
son opener.

In a contest with plenty of energy,
emotion and full-speed action, the
Chiefs came away on top again atBob
Blohm Court, 65-61.

One of several Canton football-bas-
ketball players tomake an impact was
senior forward Chase Meredith, who
tallied 18 points and 10 rebounds and
was aphysical menace as far as the
Tigers were concerned.

“Iwould definitely say there was a
little (carry-over) fire,” Meredith said.
“Belleville basketbal I team isvery
good, sowe had tocome outand play a
good game.”

See CANTON, Page B3

Senior Carter Stagner, who was Seaholm*s second-leading tackier in 2017, will play D-1 foothall next year at Eastern Michigan.narty bugner

Seaholm’ Stagner commits

to Eastern Michigan foothall

Marty Budner
hometownlffe.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Carter Stagner committed toplay
football at Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity last summer. The Seaholm senior’s
visitto the Ypsilanti campus the first
weekend of December only confirmed
hisbeliefEastern isthe place he wants
to continue his gridiron career.

Stagner, who had also considered

m
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Ball State, said he will sign his official
letter of intent to play for the Eagles
later thismonth.

“After 1 committed toEasternMich-
igan, I decided that’ the only school |
wanted to take an official visit to,”
Stagner said Tuesday after a ceremony
inside Seaholmsmedia center, which
recognized nine Maples who are head-
ed off to college toplay their respec-
tive sport. “l just got back frommy
official visit this past weekend and,

MAKE YOUR

MORE REWARDING.

Save more this holiday season with a

after going out there, ftonly reassured
me that thatswhere Iwanted to go.
“The coaching staff there is incred-
ible. They are all very nice people and
they can relate with the players. |
didntknow a whole lotabout Eastern.
Itwas sortof one of the schools that
was out there for me, possibly, but I
didntlook toomuch intothem until one
of the coaches actually came and Driving the baseline isCanton*s Vinson
Sigmon (left) against Belleville's Davion

%eSTAGNER- PageBZ WilliamS.JOHNkemski lexpress photo

£ YCommunity

Financial

holirdays

CFCU.ORG/CARDS
877.937.2328

Community Financial Credit Card!

Visit cfcu.org/cards for more information.

“Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary. Subject toapplicationand approval,
rate will be based on application, credit history and card type chosen. Choice
Rewards available on Platinum Rewards & Worjd MasterCards. Call for
complete details. Federally insured by NCUA. ©2017 Community Financial
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BOYS HOCKEY

Franklin’s past meets present on special night

Tim Snith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Nostalgiapermeated
the air Dec. latLivonias
Devonaire lIce Arena.

But an alumni night
for Livonia Franklins
varsity boys hockey pro-
gram could be launching
something special for the
future.

One of the Patriots’
first captains, Dan Long-
eway (1974 graduate) and
longtime head coach
Terry Jobbitt participat-
ed inpregame ceremon-
ies, which were emceed
by current coach Dan
Phelps.

“Iplayed defense, I
wasntfastenough to
play anything else,”
Longeway saidwitha
laugh fol lowing the fes-
tivities. “We had a league
of our own inLivonia, it
was Franklin, Churchill,
Stevenson, Bentley. ...
The games were played
at what was called Ford
Field, which isnow Eddie
Edgar.

“Itwas indoor. Our
firstyear, they didnt
have glass, so itwas still

WRESTLING

Continued from Page Bl

son, Nick Zajdel, Ethan
Cooper, Jake Swirple and
the Diponio brothers
(Johnny, senior, 130
pounds; Marino, junior,
145; Rocco, freshman

And Marino DiPonio
was the meet’s “most
valuable” wrestler.

“lreallydidnitknow
what to expect today,”
Chiola said about the city
meet. “‘Many of our guys
were wrestling up one
and even two weights of
where they will eventu-
ally be, but they were
able topull itoff.

“Our conditioning and
technique isntwhere |
want ittobe, but its
further along than I
thought considering the
late start the foothall
players got. This was
nice, because we were
able todo itwith only two
seniors in the lineup.”

Johnny DiPonio isone
of the seniors, along with
Whitaker (119) and 215-
pounder Emmanuel Wil-
lie.

Itmight take awhile
for the lineup to jell, but
the Patriots should again
be competitive inthe
KLAA. They arenow in
the KLAA Black Division
instead of the former
South.

Of course, the team
has a huge void left by
the graduation of two-
time state champion
Nathan Atienza (now
wrestling at Michigan
State). The squad (dis-
trictchampion lastyear

STAGNER

Continued from Page Bl

recruited me at school.

“I started to talk to
him and he invitedme to
acamp over thesum-
mer,” he added. “Once |
went out there to3 camp,
they offered me that day
and thatswhen itreally
started to take offwith
Eastern.”

"Perfect mindset"

Veteran Seaholm head
coach JimDeWald noted
Stagner has the perfect
mindset toplay Division I
foothal l.

“lam very excited for
him and his opportunity,”
DeWald said. “He has
worked very hard during
his four years here at
Seaholm. (EMU head)
coach (Chris) Creighton
has done a great job at
EMU and hismessage
and coaching stylowill fit
Carter perfectly.

fencing..we practiced
here at Devonaire. Its
much nicer now.”

When Longeway
played (1972-74), the
head coach was Paul
Ferguson. The original
team, in 1970-71, was
coached by Ron Hellier
and Bob Golatawas the
captain.

During the 1980s,
Jobbitt took over the
team and coached itfor
25 seasons.

“Dan Phelps isan
excellent coach, putting
on aprogram like this,
getting all the alumni
involved,” Jobbitt said. “I
think itsa fabulous idea.
... Hopefully, we llbond
(and) get Dan more ofan
alumni association.
ghats what he wants to

0.”

Center stage

Longeway and Jobbitt
both dropped a puck at
center ice, with players
from the current Frank-
lin (co-captain Jonah
Pollack) and Dearborn
Unified teams (Andrew
White) sharing the mo -
ment.

Franklin thenmade it
a truly special evening

after posting a 21-10 rec-
ord) also lost Devin Vis-
naw to graduation.

“I like that we have a
really good mix of expe-
rienced kids and new
kids inthe lineup,” Chiola
said. “Itsa pretty good
freshman class, but we
have some veteran kids <
that have to step up this
year. I think once we get
everyone down toweight,
we Mhave a pretty solid
team.

“We "Nldefinitely have
some holes, but I like
how theyVve been work-
ing. We have some team
and individual goals we
have set; hopefully, we
stay healthy and keep
improving.”

In addition toWhit-
aker, Willie, Johnny Di-
Ponio and Marino DiPo-
nio, the 2017-18 lineup
will include returnees
such as juniors Johnson
(140), Rusnell (112), soph-
omore Swirple (heavy-
weight).

Promising newcomers
are freshmen Rocco
DiPonio, Jager
Kwiatkpwski (103) and
Nick Jaynes (130).

Mars to spark
Rockets

Westland John Glenn
head coach Bill Polk,
entering his 20th season,
once again isoverseeing
a loaded lineup- and he
didntlose an eliteall-
stater to graduation the
way Chiola didwhen .
Atienza left the Franklin
fold.

Senior Mikey Mars,
who was an individual
state champion in 2016
but lost in the 2017 finals
at 119, isback and mov -

“Inorder toplay D-1
football, many things
have to line up. First of
all, you have topass the
eyebal I test, then you
have to have the athletic
abilityand, finally, and
most importantly, you
have to have the correct
mentality and work ethic.

“Many kids have one
or two of the traits listed,
<ut inorder tomake it
you have to all the traits,”
he added. “Cartersmen-
talityand work ethic has
been aD-1 mindset since
he came toSeaholm. That
mindset isa credit tohis
parents and his upbring-
ing.”

Stagner, a 6-foot-4,
215-pound lineman, was a
captainwho made his
presence known on both
sides of the ball. The
three-year varsity letter
winner figures toplay
defensive end at Eastern.

Stagner was voted
SeaholmsLineman of the
Year inboth his junior
and senior seasons and

Livonia Franklin®s original captain, Dan Longeway, waves to
the crowd before he and longtime Patriots coach Terry Jobbitt
both drop a ceremonial first puck Dec. 1at Devonaire Ice
Arena. Flanking them are current Franklin co-captain Jonah
Pollack (left) and Dearborn Unified captain Andrew White.

TOM JUDGE

with a 5-1win. Scoring
two goals each were Trey
Ziebol (four-point night)
and Jacob Cox (three-
point night), with the
fifth goal scored by Ric
Anderson.

The winning goalie
was co-captain Will Au -
gustine as the Patriots
improved to4-1-1on the
young season.

A number of friendly

FILEPHOTO

ing on up to the 130-
pound weight class.

Other all-state return-
ees include seniors Isaac
Lefler (135) and Anthony
Gibson (145) and junior
Kyle Borthwell (125) and
Polk estimates they could
be part offa large group
- perhaps asmany as 12
— who will find their way
to the podium at the 2018
finals.

With the abundance of
talent, John Glenn could
have a season matching
or surpassing 2016-17
(29-7 overall, including
KLAA South Division,
conference, association,
districtand regional
championships).

The Rockets remain in
a tough division (KLAA
Black in the new-look
association) with Livonia
Franklin and Salem,
among others.

Given that run of suc-
cess and with Mars dtill
around, the Rockets will
now look to scale the last
hurdle and win itall.

“We are looking to

Stagner DeWald
won the school 5Nick
Deanne Memorial Lead-
ership Award this past
season.

Defensively, Stagner
led Seaholm last season
in tackles for loss (nine)
and sacks (four). The
17-year-oldBirmingham
resident registered 55
total tackles, second on
the team. He was inon 12
tackles ina game against
Rochester and totaled
nine tackles against 0 A A
White champion and
Division 3 state finalist
Farmington Harrison.

“Gaitersnon-stop
motor on the field this
year was inspiring to his
teammates,”DeWald
said. “One play during
the Bloomfield Hills
game, he came close to

v

faces from Franklink
past packed Devonaire
(admissionwas free, but
they were asked to fill
out questionnaires to
gauge interest inongoing
alumni events and activ-
ities).

Longeway shook
hands with one of his
Franklin teammates,
Harold Vella. They posed
for a selfieand briefly

take the next step asa
program toward a state
title,” Polk said. “We had
a great year last year,
qualifying for the team
finals and taking eight
individuals and placing
SiX.

“Several of those
wrestlers are back this
season and will lead the
way for more accolades.
We are loaded with hard-
working talentand look
forward toseeingwho
will be the next group of
all-state wrestlers.”

A newcomer towatch
out for is freshman Ty
Cowan as the Rockets
map out long-term suc-
Cess.

Salem is "Rock#solid

Despite the gradua-
tion of state qualifiers
Bruce Haslitt, Akash Rai
and Taj Traylor, fourth-
year Salem head coach
Jeremy Henderson (en-
tering his ninth season
with the program) is
optimistic that 2017-18
will be a successful year.

sacking the quarterback,
only tohave the quarter-
back throw to his check
down route.

“Carter then got of f
the ground and chased
the receiver down, mak-
inga TD-saving tackle 50
yards down the field,” he
added. “That hustle and
heart can tbe coached,
that isjust how he is
wired and that iswhy he
will be successful at the
next level.”

Realizing potential

Stagner got called up
tovarsity hissophomore
year and thatswhen he
began to realize he had
the potential to be a good
footbal I player.

He simply began
working hard to improve
his overall game, making
terrificprogress after
taking defensive line
classes atWayne State
University, where he
upgraded his pass-rush-
ingmoves. He also
changed his diet inan

kibitzed about decades
gone hy.

“I've been waiting for
this for a long time,”
Longeway said. “Just to
see Franklin hockey
come back, to see the
school come back and
just to be part of it

“Hopefully, the pro-
gram takes off. It5excit-
ing for us, just trying to
give back a littlebit.”

According toPhelps,
in his second season as
head coach, Devonaire
was chosen for the alum-
ni night instead of Eddie
Edgar because “its close
to the campus and itused
to be a quasi-home for
Franklin. .. Itbrings a
nostalgic twist of the
neighborhood and the
community rightaround
Franklin.”

Tradition matters
Phelps said he ishope-
ful that the event will
bring old friends togeth-
er and spark a connec-
tionwith the current
program. But itisimpor-
tant for today s players to
honor the past.
“The current team,
we e trying to instill in
them aculturewe Te

Last year, the Rocks
went 14-10and won a
team district title for the
third consecutive season.

“Winning the KLAA
Black Division isgoing to
be tough with John Glenn
and Livonia Franklin
(consistently good teams)
who are now inour divi-
sion,” said Henderson,
whose team formerly
was inthe KLAA Central.
“But we are not going to
back down from the chal-
lenge and those are the
same kids we will have to
beat inorder for them to
get to the state tourna-
ment come February,
being as they are inour
individual district and
region.”

Ithelps to have a
group of solid seniors in
Ali Kobeissi (135), Jake
Kirkpatrick (189), Jake
Giorgi (heavyweight),
Cullen Stroschiem (160)
and Roland DiMichelle
). _

Juniors Mason Opie
(112/119), Collin Schultz
(119), Max Hirvela (130),
Ben Bennett (140), Ja-
Quan Baker (160), Da-
Quan Baker (125) and
Sean Barnett (145) help
fill the lineup spots. So do
sophomores such as Evan
Kirkpatrick (215) and
Dom Daldivia (140) and
freshmen Nick Dosh
(103) and Ash Mewha
(140).

“This year should be a
good year for us,”Hen-
derson said. “We return
most of our varsity line-
up, meaning most have
seen varsity mat time.

“We have a lot of kids
that, ifthey want it, the
skys the limit. A lotof
our kids are three-sport

effort togainmore
weight.

Stagner said current
defensive line coach
Steve Jarrettand former
Seaholm defensive coor-
dinator Adam Korze-
niewski— now Brother
Riceshead coach— both
played a huge role inhis
development.

All the hard work has
paid offhandsomely and
the reward isa schol-
arship toEastern.

“In the beginning, |
didn’treally think about
getting a football schol-
arship all that much,”
Stagner said. “Inmy
freshman year, | thought
itwas just going tobe
four years of high school
and thatwas probably
going tobe it

“From sophomore
year to junior year is
when | started to think
about ita littlemore.
After junior year iswhen
I decided this issome-
thing that lwanted to do.
lwanted toputallmy

trying to develop,”
Phelps said. “Part of that
is, we have a poster at
Eddie Edgar, From Our
PastWe Forge Our Fu-
ture.’

“We want these guys
to honor and understand
that, because 20 years
goes by fast. Someday,
these guys we hope a
tradition can be carried
on and they’llbe part of
I.t- 7

Phelps added that he
wants to get something
started that has staying
power .

“You think about the
great schools, the Notre
Dames, the Harvards, all
the great collegiate
schools,” Phelps said.
“Even great preps like
Catholic Central and
Divine Child and Or-
chard Lake St.Mary 5,
their alumnus are a big
part of their programs.

“We Tetrying todo
that here with Franklin.
Itsinavery embryonic
state.”

tsnith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

athletes, sowe should be
in good shape, which we
will rely on likewe do
every year.

“I see us taking anoth-
er step forward trying to
get a handful of kids to
the state tournament and,
hopefully, earning anoth-
er team district title.”

New era for
Spartans

JohnMcCurdy isen-
tering his first season as
head coach at Livonia
Stevenson and he expects
itto be a year of devel -
opment.

“This season will be a
growing year for our
program,” saidMcCurdy,
who comes over to Ste-
venson from Dearborn
Heights Crestwood. “We
have no seniors this year,
which presents us with
the unique opportunity to
coach for the future right
now.

“As a team, we never
lose, we eitherwin orwe
leam. We preach to the
kids to set proper goals,
do the work tomake
them happen and hold
themselves accountable.
We have a great group of
kids and we plan togrow
together as a program.
We getbetter every prac-
tice, every run and every
liftand we plan to get
better every meet.”

One of the key wres-
tlersMcCurdy will rely
on for points is junior
Tyler Whiteside, are-
turning regional qualifier
in the 215-pound weight
class.

tsmith©hometownlife. com
Twitter. @TimSmith_Sports

effort into going to col-
lege and this issome-
thing I needed to do.

“Im very excited to
getmy career started at
EasternMichigan,” he
added.

DeWald, who played
football atWestern Mich-
igan University, has no
doubt Stagner can make
an impact at Eastern.

“l see a very success-
ful coUege football ca-
reer for Carter,” DeWald
said. “Playing D-1 foot-
ball isnot easy — only the
strong survive. He is
strong lam excitedto
watch him inthe future.
Itwas an honor tocoach
him.”

Stagner isone of 12
Seaholm players who
have moved on toplay
college football since
DeWald took charge of
the program in 2012.
DeWald expects Stagn-
ersteammates Nick
Lang and Vaish Siddapu-
reddy tobe added to that
list in the coming months.



COLLEGE RECRUITING

College-

Tiim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

There isstill plenty
left to do before Ply-
mouth senior student-
athletes walk across the
stage and snag their
diplomas.

But itsalways a good
thing to have college
plans wrapped up earlier
rather than later.

For Logan Dziadzio,
Evan Good, Ethan
Byrnes, Paige Saunders,
ErinJohnson and Antho-
ny Crump, that’sexactly
what they have done -
all sixannounced Nov. 15
they had signed toplay
their respective sport at
the collegiate lewvel.

Baseball duo

Dziadzio will play
second base beginning in
2019 atMadonna Univer-
sity. He will take a .372
batting average and 3.5
grade-point average a
few miles east to the
Livonia campus.

“I justwanted to get it
done (signing) before 1
started working out for
the season,” Dziadzio
said. “So I'm solidwith
where lwant togo, just
be done withmy signing,
so lalready know where
Im going tobe after the
seasonsover.”

He described his style
of infield play as “ag-
gressive” and said he
cantwait tobecome a
Crusader.

“Thiswas likea really
bigstep inmy life,”
Dziadzio said. “Ever
since I was a littlekid,
IVe always been wanting
to continue my career
with baseball and |
thought Madonna was
justa really good choice
forme.”

Ditto for third base-
man/pitcher Good, slated
to play Division Il base-
ball at Northwood Uni -
versity inMidland.

Last year, Good had an
excellent season hitting
(.485average) and pitch-
ing (4-1 record).

“I'm very blessed and
it5s always a good thing
knowing youllplay four
more years of the game
you love,” said Good, who
came toPlymouth from
Dearborn Divine Child
during his freshman

CANTON

Continued from Page Bl

The Chiefs (1-0) out-
scored visiting Belleville
10-6 over the final five
minutes, helped by Ti-
gers’6-9 offensive stud
Gabriel Brown being
hampered by foul trou-
ble.

Brown still finished
with a game-high 25
points, including a pair of
electrifying dunks in the
third quarter— when a
21-point third quarter
lifted Canton in front
51-48.

Making them work

Chipping in 14 for
Bellevillewas Davion
Williams, also a football
cornerback.

“We were justtrying
to do our best to limit
them (Brown and Wil-
liams),” Canton head
coach Jimmy Reddy said.
“I think, for the most
part, there were a couple
bad stretches, but Noah
Brown, Ican’say
enough about theway he
tries to guard people and
how hard he makes itfor
people to score.

“I bet ifyou asked
Gabe Brown, he had to
work for his points to-
night.”

For those with short
memories, Noah Brown
played nose-to-the-grind-
stone defense for Can-
ton football team, too.

Canton opening the
season over the team
ranked second in the
preseason polls “shows
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ound Plymouth athletes sign early

Six Plymouth student-athletes recently signed national letters of intent (from left): Logan Dziadzio, Evan Good, Anthony Crump, ErinJohnson, Ethan Byrnes and
Palge Saunders, john kenski lexpress photo

year.

Good said that the
decision to change
schools proved to be the
correct one on many
levels.

“lIcame hereand |
was able tobe myself,”
Good said. “I just felt
really good here, itfelt
like home.”

Their coach with the
Wildcats, Jason Crain,
was on hand for the sign-
ing ceremony.

“Logansa little spit-
fire. | tell people all the
time that kid can play,”
Crain said. “Im excited
he s getting this opportu-
nity. They have good
coaches atMadonna. |
think Logan%going tobe
ina great spot there.”

“Evan found himselfa
nice home atNorthwood.
..He has the tools to
really take itto the next
level and he 5 a fierce
competitor, too.”

Running down a
dream

According toByrnes,
an all-state cross country
runner at Plymouth, his
choice togo toD-11
Wayne State University
has him excited about his
college career.

Byrnes narrowed

everyonesunderestimat-
ing us thisyear. We gota
good team and I thinkwe
can really compete,”
Meredith said.

The Chiefs, mean-
while, alsowere sparked
by a couple of players
who were not on the foot-
ball team.

Junior guard B. Artis
White registered 18
points and three steals,
while senior guard Eian
Barker (18 points) and
junior guard Vinson Sig-
mon (sixpoints) allwere
thorns inBellevilles
side.

“I just got stronger,
doing pushups in the
weight room and more
growing,”White said
about his increasing role
as a physical presence.
“And gettingmy confi-
dence higher and higher.

“This team, we Ve
been together for a while.
I call them my best
friends, my brothers. All
team chemistry.”

Following are several
takeaways:

CANTON GRIT

Leading 61-57 late in
the fourth quarter, Noah
Brown hit the floor to
grab a loose basketball.
That led to a nifty offen-
sive play, with Sigmon
dishing apass toMer -
edith for the layup.

Moments later, with
Meredith stationed down
low, BellevillesWilliams
could not get a clear path
to the basket and missed
adunk attempt. Barker
went the other way and
scored with a nice drive
through the lane, opening

if

down his listfrom about
10 colleges to a handful
and, ultimately, decided
the Detroit campus was
his best choice.

“Once | started vis-
iting schools, then itwas
just a matter of choosing
the school that felt right
tome,”Byrnes said.
“When lwalked onto
Wayne State’s campus, it

immediately felt like
home tome. Im more of
acityguy.

“Just the feel for the
campus, a huge campus,
coming from P-CEP,
which isone of the big-
gest high school campus-
es inAmerica, itsnice to
transition toa big (col-
lege) campus and be
comfortable with it.”

Byrnes saidhewon
have trouble transition-
ing from the 5K distance
inhigh school meets to
the 8K he’llneed tocom-
pete with the Warriors —
he s used to hard work.

“I think high school,
especially under (Ply-
mouth coach) Jon Mi-
kosz, has prepared me to
work even harder inthe
college level,” Byrnes
said. “We do a ton of hard
workouts; we get the
reps in.”

Saunders is "Golden*

Division 15 0akland
University iswhere
Saunders will compete in
women s track and field.

Saunders will take a
record-breaking prep
career to the Golden
Grizzlies; she owns Ply-
mouth records inthe
long jump (18 feet, 6.5
inches) and on two re-
lays.
“At first, they weren
inmy radar,” Saunders
said. “But then I decided
to take a visit there and
really loved it.”

Before then, Saunders
has two Plymouth teams
to compete on. This win-
ter, she will do floor,
beam and vault with the
gymnastics team; inthe
spring, sheMclose out
her prep track and field
career.

Saunders actually isa
relative newcomer to
track and field, entering
just her second season.
She has amuch longer
background ingymnas-
tics.

“Track was anew
thing forme (last
spring). I toremy rotator
cuffmy sophomore year
doing (club) gymnastics,”
Saunders said. “l decided

to give high school gym-
nastics a try because its
more low-key.

“I just needed a spring
sport, so I decided todo
track and I like it.”

Performing inone
sport helps her inthe
other, she said: “Definite-
ly, the strength I had
coming from gymnastics
definitely helped me in
the long jump.”

Grand Valley-bound

Johnson could have
waited until the high-
profile National Signing
Day inearlyFebruary to
make her college in-
tentions official, but she
decided to close the deal
now. She will play Divi-
sion Il golfat Grand
Valley State University
inAllendale, near Grand
Rapids.

“Its likeaweight
lifted offmy shoulders,”
Johnson said. “I have no
more stress because
that’s part of the recruit-
ing process. Itsreally
stressful. So I'm glad to
know where I'm going
and have itall planned
out.”

Ever since visiting the
campus (and knowing
that former Plymouth
teammate Katie Chipman

Canton®s B. Artis White (right) looks to make a move around Belleville’s Cameron Smiley during
Tuesday's Season opener, john kenski |express photo

up a 65-61 edge for the
Chiefs.

BATTLE INTHE PAINT

With Meredith and
Brown, the Chiefs’for-
wards were able tohold
theirown down low
against some big, tal-
ented opponents atboth
ends of the floor.

“No fear,”Reddy said.
“They trytoblock a lot of
shots and I think our
guys around the rim
were excellent tonight.
We missed a couplebun-

nies, two easy ones we
could have made, but I
thinkwe made a lotof
(baskets) around the rim
thatwe didntmake last
year. And we did anice
job getting fouled and
getting Gabe Brown in
foul trouble.”

TERRIFICTRIO

Reddy said White,
Sigmon and Barker were
spark-plugs against the
Tigers.

“Those three guys are
tough covers. They Te

really good baskethall
players,” Reddy said.
“They got a good skill
set, they can score at the
rim and they can shoot
i.tll
DONT FLINCH

The Chiefs letan early
lead slipaway and
walked into the locker
room at halftime tied,
31-31. And there were
stretches in the second
halfwhen Belleville had
the momentum.

But, stressed Reddy,

golfs for GVSU), Johnson
had one college destina-
tion inmind.

“Iknew lwanted to go
to Grand Valley,” she
said. “So as soon as (the
coach) offered me, 1
accepted itbecause I
love the campus.”

Johnson cited Ply-
mouth coach Dan Young
as having made abig
impact on her riseas a
golfer. “He pushed me
because he knew I had
potential and could be as
good as Katie (Chipman)
and make ittowhere |
wanted tobe,” she said.

He"1l be a Bulldog

Crump worked harder
thanmany teens during
the off-season inorder to
get quicker and stronger.

That effort— as well
as his considerable skills
as a basketball point
guard — paid dividends
when the 6-7Crump
signed to play at D-1
University of North Car-
olina-Asheville.

“Itsabigmoment for
me and I'm proud to say
I'm aDivision I player,”
he said.

tsmith@hometownlife. com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

the 2017-18 Chiefs appar-
ently have some key
intangibles that might
not have been on the
squad last season.

“We Ve talked a lot
since day one, our meet-
ing on the firstday of
practice, about not
flinching thisyear,” Red-
dy noted. “Last year, we
were real close tobeing a
good team. We just losta
lot of close games, a lot
of one-possession games.
And we Ve talked a lot
about not flinching. We
talked about that again at
halftime. And ifthey
make a run, we re not
flinching.

“Our guys get the
credit, because itwas
55-all there for a while
and the game could have
gone either way. We just
made a few more plays
than those guys.”

STATEMENT GAME

Itwas just the first
game of the season, yet
Reddy said earninga W ’
against a standout squad
like Belleville could po-
tentially yield benefits
months down the road.

“This iswhat we Ve
tried to do for nine years,
(since Reddy took over
the Chiefs), play good
teams inthe non-league,”
he said. “And we e just
trying to get as good as
we can get to by the time
March rollsaround. Ob-
viously, playing a team
like Belleville isgoing to
help you do that.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



PREP ROUNDUP

North Farmington roils past W.L. Northern

Coaches and team
representatives are invited to
sendgame informationand
story tips to LIV-sports@
hometownlife.com. Game
information will be accepted
up to24 hours after the game
ends.

Girls basketball

NORTH FARMINGTON
5, WALLED LAKE
NORTHERN 39: Sam
Chemey played a huge
role in this 15-point vic-
tory Thesday as she reg-
isteredan impressive
double-double with 22
points and 17 rebounds.
She added four blocked
shots on the defensive
end. Maya Kelly netted
10 points with four re-
bounds. Abby Hanus (six
points), Madisyn Hoke
(four points) and Natalie
George (four points, five
steals) also contributed
to the offense. Khyra
Kipg-Ealy and Molly
Simpson each hita three-
pointer. The undefeated
Raiders (2-0) host West
Bloomfield on Monday in
their third straight home
game to open the season.

SALEM 32, SEAHOLM
23: Visiting Plymouth
Salem mustered justa
littlemore offense than
Seaholm inthisnon-
conference game played
TYiesday evening. The
teams were tied 6-all
after the first quarter
and Salem skipped toa
19-15 halftime lead. Sa-
lem held on by outscor-
ing Seaholm 13-8 over the
final two quarters. Emma
Stricter and Madalyn
Simko each hitdouble
figures with 12 and 10
points, respectively, for
Salem. Seaholm’ leading
scorer was Riley Annear
with eight points. Sea-
holm next hosts Lake
Orionon Dec. 15

MERCY 44, DIVINE
CHILD 43: Farmington

Mercy opened Catholic
League actionathome
Tbesday with this excit-
ing one-point victory
over Divine Child. The
Marlins held a slim 29-27
halftime lead, but trailed
39-26 going into the
fourth quarter. Mercy
outscored the Falcons by
an 8-4margin inthat
final 12 minutes towin.
With the game tiedat
43-all, Mercy 5Jess Mru-
zikhitone of her two
free throws which turned
into the winning point.
Divine Child did not con-
nect on its last shot. “It
was a real hard-fought
game,” saidMercy coach
Gary Morris, whose team
isnow 3-Ooverall. “Itwas
kind of sloppy at times,
but both teams competed
hard. We played hard to
pull out the win and lam
happy with that.” Free
throws proved the differ-
ence as Mercy made 15
of 28 while Divine Child
hit five of eight. Julia
Bishop (12 points) and
Alexis Roberts (10) each
hitdouble figures for the
Marlins. Mruzik finished
with eight points and
teammate BellaDugas
added seven. For Divine
Child (0-2), Emilie Rein-
hardt (14 points) and
Maddie Rzepka (13) led
the way offensively.
Mercy plays atMacomb
Lutheran North on TYies-
day.

MERCY 50, UTICA
FORD 13:Farmington
Mercy 5 defense stood
out in this non-confer-
ence game Dec. 2which
was part of the Caliban
Challenge. The Marlins
exploded toa 17-2 ad-
vantage after the open-
ing quarter and went on
to the easy 37-point tri-
umph. Mercy didnot
allow the young Ford
cagers more than five
points inany quarter.

Farmington®s Jake Justice (holding sign) issurrounded by
teammates after posting his 100th career victory in wrestling

Wednesday.

“Ford isa team which
graduated a lot of seniors
last year,” saidMercy
head coach Gary Morris.
“They e inexperienced,
but I likehow our team
kind of came out and took
care of business, you
could say.” Jenna Schul-
ter led the Marlins with
15 points and teammate
Jillian Smith added 13.
Bella Dugas (seven
points) and Lindsay Lu-
komski (sixpoints) also
made notable contribu-
tions. “I'm happy with
the thewin and every-
body got significantmin-
utes so that was a nice
thing,” said Morris,
whose team made 10 of 19
free throws. The Caliban
Challenge’matches oppo-
nents from the Catholic
League and theMacomb
Athletic Conference.
Mercy begins Catholic
League play Tuesday at
home against Dearborn
Divine Child.

MARTAN 50, WARREN
COUSINO 23: Bloomfield
HillsMarian got past last
yearsClass A state semi-
finalist in the Caliban
Challenge Saturday at
Caliban Hill on the Uni-
versity of DetroitMercy
campus. The Mustangs
started slow against the
Patriots, leading by just
three points (17-14) at
halftime. However, Mary
Ciceronessquad broke

through with a 33-14
second-half scoring ad-
vantage en route to its
second win inasmany
games. OliviaMoore (15
points) and Samantha
Peterson (11) both hit
double figures for the
Mustangs. Cousino’s
leading scorer was Mack-
enize Cook with 17.

Boys basketball
ROEPER &2, OAK -
LAND CHRISTIAN51:
Birmingham Roeper
opened the boys basket-
ball season Monday with
this 11-point triumph
over Auburn Hills Oak-
land Christian. The
Roughriders were led by
Josiah Smith who mus-
tered a game-high 23
points. Evan Akkashian
and sophomore Jacob
Gladey netted 15 points
apiece for Roeper. El-
ishiaAdams led Oakland
Christian with 21 points.

Boys hockey

TROY 5, FARMINGTON
3:Farmington had a
strong opening period,
skating toa 2-1 lead, but
could not keep up the
energy the rest of the
game and fell to host
TYoy Wednesday at the
Troy Sports Center. Far-
mington’ first two goals
were tallied by Will Mc -
Carthy and Joe Carbone
wi'th assists going to

YOURAD

HRE

Carter Wells, Eli Arnold,
Tanner Neill and Tony
Eaton. Carbone closed
out Farmington scoring
with a late second-period
marker. Farmington is
now 2-3-2 overall and 1-1
inthe 0AA Red Division.
The Falcons were sched-
uled toplay inthe D-3
Challenge thispast week-
end in Gaylord.
ST.MARY"S 5, BROTH-
ER RICE 2:The teams
were tied 2-all after two
periods but visiting St.
Mary s iced the battle
with three-third period
goals Wednesday at the
Oak Park Ice Arena. Nick
Marone and Garrett
Moore scored for the
Warriors. Luke Kafati
and Ethan Nystrom as-
sisted on both goals. The
Eaglets had five differ-
ent goal scorers— Nick
Cloud, Tony Clark, Hunt-
er Baudino, Bradley
Ruppel (penalty shot)
and Preston Hazelton
(empty net).
FARMINGTON 7,
CLARKSTON 4: 0n Nov.
30 at the Detroit Skating
Club, Farmington trailed
3-2 after the opening
period but rallied for the
three-goal victory. The
line of Tanner Neill (one
goal, six assists), Collin
Rea (four goals, one as-
sist) and Joe Carbone
(two goals, three assists)
accounted for all the
Farmington goals. Far-
mington goalie Nick
Rogers made 24 saves on
the 28 shots he faced.
LAKE ORION 7,
NORTH FARMINGTON-
HARRISON O: On Nov. 30,
Lake Orion scored two
goals in each of the first
two periods and iced the
game with threemore in
the third at the Detroit
Skating Club. On Nov. 25,
the Flyers dropped a
tough 6-5 non-conference
game toPontiac Notre

Dame Prep. With the
back-and-forth game tied
at 5-all, Prep scored the
game winner with just
second seconds remain-
ing. North Farmington-
Harrison did not score a
goal in itsprevious two
games and has been shut-
out three times so far on
the young season.
TRENTON 4, BROTHER
RICE 1- This game played
Dec. 2 at the Kennedy Ice
Arena was a lot closer
than the final score in-
dicates. The host Trojans
were ahead most of the
game until the Warriors
tied itin themiddle of
the third period. Howev-
er, Trenton scored twice
into the empty net to
account for the final
three-goal victory mar-
gin. Rice lone goal was
netted by Ethan Nystrom
on assists from Jack
Owen-Tumer and Luke
Kafati. Nic Moody scored
twice for Trenton. Each
team had 28 shots on

goal.

Wrestling
FARMINGTON 42,
NOV1 41; NORTHVILLE
4, FARMINGTON 19:
Farmington opened the
wrestling season
Wednesday by splittinga
pair of non-conference
matches. Anthony Ave-
riette (H2 pounds), Jake
Justice (135 pounds) and
Jack Higley (130 pounds)
each logged two wins.
Justice pinned North-
villesJoey Nagy at the
1:10mark of the first
period to register his
100th career victory.
Higley defeated North-
villesAyush Triucdi
(14-3 decison) and Novi s
David Shim (pinat 2:2).
NORTH FARMINGTON
IN NORTHVILLE QUAD:
Junior captain Anthony

See ROUNDUP, Page B5

Locals are reading the
Observer & Eccentric

Source: Readership Study by
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COLLEGE RECRUITING

Seaholm student-athletes (bottom, from left) Linnea Anderson, Michael Arpasi, Nikki Carey and
Haley Dolan and (top, from left) Zoe Gaffney, Olivia Graham, Rachel McCardell, Emily Rooney
and Carter Stagner announce their college commitments Tuesday inside the school®s media

Center,marty budner

Seaholm student-athletes
announce commitments

Marty Budner
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Seaholm High School %
media center was the
center of excitement
Thesday as nine student-
athletes announced their
college commitments in
front of family, friends,
classmates and even a
number of their coaches.

After a few opening
statements from long-
time Seaholm athletic
director Aaron Frank,
each student told the
crowd where they
planned toattend college
to continue their athletic
careers. The 15-minute
ceremony ended with a
grand photo session.

“Everyone here at
Seaholm isproud of all
nine of these student-
athletes, who have really
excelled in the class
room as well as the field
of competition,” Frank
said. ‘We e very excited
towatch them grow and
shine and represent our
school for the next four
years.

“Ithink its a great
individual accomplish-
ment for each one of
them,” he added. “But its
also a time to reflect on
the teamwork and every-
thing that goes into that
success - teammates,
coaches, parents and
family. Its justa great
reflection of teamwork
that allows them to get to
the next level like that.”

Following isa listof
Seaholm student-ath-
letes and the sport they
plan to play in college:

L INNEA ANDERSON::

A state champion swim-
mer, Anderson will swim
at the University of Con-
necticut. “I chose UConn
because of the amazing
team atmosphere, athlet-
ics and academic oppor-
tunities,” Anderson said.
“I'm soexcited tobe-
come part ofan amazing
team and cantwait for
the next four years.”

Anderson, the team
captain this past season,
helped lead Seaholm toa
fourth-place finish at this
year s Division 2 state
meet and was amember
of the 2016 state champi -
onship team. During her
career with the Maples,
she was a three-time
state champion, a six-
time All-American and a
14-time M1 SCA all-state
performer.

MICHAEL ARPASI :
Another standout swim-
mer, Arpasi will take his
talents to Denison (Ohio)
University.

“Swimming for Sea-
holm and coach Tom
(Wyllie) has been an
important and enjoyable
part ofmy high school
experience,” Arpasi said.
“I'have made lifelong
friends, learned the re-
wards ofhard work and
feel well prepared for the
challenges of college
swimming atDenison
University.”

Currently inhis sec-
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Williams won both his
matches atWednesday s
Northville Quad while
wrestling at 130 pounds.

ond year as a team cap-
tain, Arpasi will enter
this year 5 Division 2
state meet as the defend-
ing 100-yard butterfly
champion. He isthe
school record holder in
the 100 fly.

NIKKI CAREY: Carey
served as Seaholmsvol-
leyball captain this past
season and will play at
Cumberland (Tenn.) Uni-
versity next year. “lam
thrilled to be able to con-
tinue toplay the sport |
love at a school that isa
great fit for me,” Carey
said. “Go, Phoenix!”

Playing for head
coach Heather Lippert,
Carey made the al1-0AA
and all-regional teams. A
member of the National
Honor Society, Carey
also earned academic
all-state honors this year
and isa two-time Michi-
gan High School Athletic
Association Scholar-
Athlete Award recipient.

HALEY DOLAN: Dolan
will swim nextyear at
Boston College, where
she isexcited tobegin a
new career. “l chose
Boston College for the
outstanding coaching
staff, atmosphere, aca-
demics and amazing
team,” Dolan said. “As
soon as larrived on cam-
pus, I feltright at home. I
cantwaittobecome an
Eagle!”

Dolan had an out-
standing four-year varsi-
ty career at Seaholm,
where she was a three-
time relays state champi-
on and a one-time indi-
vidual state champion
(last year as a junior in
the 50 free). She also
managed four Al'l-Amer-
icaand 10 all-state hon-
ors.

ZOE GAFFNEY: Gaff-
ney isan all-star soccer
player who will be a two-
year varsity captain for
the Maples come next
spring. As a sophomore,
she gained all-league and
all-district honors while
beingnamed the teams
best midfielder.

As a junior, she was
all-league, all-region and
all-stateand was named
the best midfielder and
most valuable player. Gaff-
ney alsowas Seaholm%
leading scorer lastyear to
win the Golden Boot
award. She will attend
Liberty (Va.) University.

“lhave felt that Liber-
tyUniversity isavery
special place from my
firstvisiton campus,”
Gaffney said. “I'm excit-
ed to have the opportuni-
ty to continuemy aca-
demic and athletic career
there.”

OLIVIAGRAHAM:
Graham will play her
fourth varsity season
next springas amember
of the girls soccer team.

She plans toplay col-
lege soccer next year at
Nova Southeastern Uni -
versity. Graham won
Seaholm% Golden Boot
award as the leading
scorer inher freshman
season in 2015 and
earned all-league and

Scott Hampton alsowon
both his matches for the
Raiders, including an
impressive pin over
Northville’ 135-pounder.
NorthsJason Wade split
his two heavyweight
matches.

all-district honors in the
process.

Last year as a junior,
she was named all-league
and all-district for the
OAA Blue Divisioncham-
pion Maples. She also
was ateam captain at
Seaholm and her travel
team.

In addition, Graham
played varsity football
this past fall as the
team’ starting field-goal
kicker. “I'm reallyglad I
did it,” Graham said
about playing foothall. “It
was a lotof fun.”

RACHEL McCARDELL :
Once a runner, always a
runner. McCardell
couldntfathom the
thought of not competing
at the college lewel, so
Seaholm’ track and
cross country standout
will take her talents to
the Big TensNorthwest-
ern University.

“Running has always
been something impor-
tanttome and the idea of
quitting after high school
wasn tright,”McCardell
said. “lam very excited
to continuemy academic
and athletic career at
Northwestern Univer-
sSity.”

In cross country,
McCardell isa three-time
all-state starwho also
raced to league champi -
onship and regional run-
ner-up honors during her
prep career. She helped
lead the Maples to the
Class A state champi -
onship inher freshman
and sophomore seasons.
In track, she has earned
all-state honors intwo
events

EMILY ROONEY: Roo-
ney, amember of Sea-
holm%2015 Class A state
championship squad,
served as a cross country
captain the past two
years. She will continue
running cross country
and track and Columbia
University.

“lam extremely excit-
ed for Columbia, because
I know that itwill push
me tobecome a better
overall individual, stu-
dent and athlete,” she
said.

Rooney was all-region,
all-county and all-state
cross country inboth
2016 and 2017. She also
was the individual league
champion and regional
runner-up in 2017.

CARTER STAGNER:
The three-year varsity
player and team captain
will play football next
fall at Eastern Michigan
University.

“I'n excited to join
the Eastern Michigan
football team,” Stagner
said. “Being a part of the
team will encourage me
topush myself, both
academically and athlet-
ically.”

Stagner was Seaholms
Lineman of the Year in
both his junior and senior
seasons. He was also
named to the underclass-
men Dream Team and was
given the programsNick
Deanne Memorial Leader-
ship Award this fall.

Gymnastics

FARMINGTON UNIT-
IED 140.7, CANTON
134.25: Farmington Unit-
ed opened the gymnas-
tics season wi'th this
dual-meet victory over
Canton on TYiesday.
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Relationships Buillt on Trust
Family owned & operatedsince 1961

*ROOFING «WINDOWS «SIDING «.BATHROOMS
KITCHENS «GUTTER PROTECTION

Kroll Construction employs the most highly
trained, highly skilled roofing contractors iIn
Detroit and Inthe Detroit Metro area.



fOUr dream home should come
with a dream neighborhood.
That"s why Homes provides exclusive details
on neighborhoods, lifestyles and area
amenities with every listing.

Love the house. Know the neighbborhood.

] hometownlife.com/Homes
0 bserver & E ccentric
hometownlife.com ISj_Com/HomeS
tliviaw]m PreSS&ArgUs battlecreekenquirer.con/Homes
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Finding work
shouldnt be work.

Introducing the farst personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a profile to see which jobs you ¥e perfect for.

Jjobs.hometownlife.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

the\hi)netwo rk
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0 bserver& E ccentric

Phone: 800-579-7355
Fax: 313-496-4968
Email: oeads@hometownlife.com

Place an ad online 24/7 at
advertise.homefownlife.com

Auctions, pets, servioes & Siff

STUFF
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Deadlines: Thursday at4pm for Sunday
Monday at4pm for Thursday

classifieds.hometownlife.com

Al advertising published inHometownl ife/0&E Media newspapers EBsubject to the conditions stated inthe applicable rate card(s). Copies are avai lable from the clessified advertising department: 6200 Met-
ropolitan Pkwy . Sterling Heights. MI 48312, or call 800-579-7355. = The Newspaper reservesthe rigitnot toaccept an advertiser'sorder. The Newspaper reserves the rigitto edit, refuse, reject, classifyor cancel
and ad atany time. All ads are subject toapproval before publication. < Our sales representatives have no authority to bind thisnewspaper and only publication of an advertisement sell constitute firael
acceptance of the advertiser’sorder. «Advertisersare responsible for reading theirad(s) the fasttime itappears & reporting any enrors inmediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement
Bsordered, only the firstIncorrect insertionvill be credited. The Newspaper shell not be ligble forany lessor expense that results from an erroror omission of an advertisment. No refunds forearly cancel lation of
an order. Publishers Notice: Al real estate advertising inthisnewspaper ksubject to the Federal FairHousing Act of 1968 which states that Itk Illegal to advertise "any preference, limitatian, or discrimination.”
Thisnewspaper willl not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which sinviolation of the law. Our readers are hereby Informed that all drel lings advertised inthisnewspaper are available on an equal
housing opportunity kesis. (RRDoc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & soiritof US. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the
nation. We encourage & supportan affirmative advertising & marketing program inwhich there are no barriersto obtain housing because of race, mlor, religion or national arigin.

EMPLOYERS: PLACE YOUR RECRUITMENT AD INTHE LARGEST JOB NETWORK BY CALLING 1-800-579-7355 OR EMAIL MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM
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YOUR LOCAL JOB LISTING FROM LIVONIAOBSERVER

10ways to atafyafae jaopostay

BY PETER JONES
THEJOBNETWORK

m*"he jobmarket ishard enough
to navigate without having to

I worry about a job posting that
turns out to be a scam — or even just
a dead end. Save your precious time
and energy by being on the lookout for
these simple signs that something just
isntrigt:

1. The company has no online
presence.

You do your due diligence and tryto
verify the person, the company and the
job listing and nothing isturning up in
your online search. You can stop right
there and step away. Legit jobs always
have some sort of online trail.

2. The recruiters email doesn
match their company.

You get an email from a recruiter
who claims to represent a fabulous and
welI-known company. The company
logo might even be at the bottom of
the email. Look closely- does the
email they want you to send materi-
als to not end in the official company
name (theircompany.com)? Ifthe email
associated with the posting or the invi-
tation isa personal one (think Hotmail,
Gmail, Yahoo, etc.), you might want
to take a pass. And dontrespond and
attach any personal documents unless
you Ye sure you e dealing with the real
deal.

3. You found ftvia a random
social media post.

While itispossible to land a great
job you found through social media,

chances are ifits just posted there -

or sponsored or advertised - its prob-
ably not as sweet a deal as itseems.
Remember that the overwhelming
majority of jobs are referral based,
come through legitimate channels or
are posted on vetted job boards. Resist
the idea that you can just surf Face-
book and get hired.

4. They claim “No experience
necessary.”

Sure, maybe the job they*re offering
isentry lewel. Maybe they offer train-
ing. But ifthe posting leads with *No
Experience Necessary,”you can be
almost certain there’ a catch you wont

GETTY IMAGES

like. Most employers want you tocome
equipped with some ills.

5. The language is sloppy.

dfthe ad isntwell written, contains
spelling or grammatical errors, is
sloppily punctuated or INALL CAPS,
consider ita red flag. A real job posting
will be professional and polished.

6. They ask for an interview via
chat or text.

You should be wary ifyour first
interview isscheduled on some type of
text messaging service. While remote
interviews are becoming increasingly
common, thatmeans phone calls and

Skype, not a typed conversation ina
chat window.

7. Anything about itis too good
to be true.

You e hired immediately! The salary
is crazy high! They contacted you out
of the blue! When can you start? (Hint:
Ifa job seems too good to be true, it
probably istoo good to be true.)

8. Everything about it is vague.

ifyou cant &l from the posting
exactly what your role would be at the
company, thats a problem. A bigger
problem iswhen you can treally tell
what the company does and get a
sense of itsmission or history. Ifall of
this isvery vague, leave thisone in the
"no” pile.

9. They want money.

Ifyou fe asked to pay anything -
such as a fee to.apply or for a software
program to send inyour application
materials— consider the job a scam. A
general rule of thumb: Never give your
money away to total strangers.

10. Your gut says no.

The bottom lire: Keep an eye out
for these and other warning signs, but
your best alarm system isyour own
gut instinct. Does something seem off
toyou? Ifso, letitgo. There are other
jobs out there.

Peter Jones isa career advice journalist
forTheJobNetwork.com, where this article
was originallypublished. He investigates
and writes about current strategies, tips
and trending topics related to all stages of
ones career.

USATODAY
Continue your search GET ALERTS SHARE PROFILE FIND ADVICE
at jobs.usatoday.com Set up email alerts to receive Post your resume and be seen Improve your search and interview
] Y Jobs that match your sills by top employers inthe area skillswith tipsand ideas the] network

TO PLACE YOUR AD - -
1-800-579-7355

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE-
vutt M IM EIITIM
STOP OVERPAYING
FOR YOUR
PRESCRIPTIONS!
SAVE! Callour licensed
Canadian and Inteational
pharmacy, compare prices
and get $25.00 OFFyour first
prescription! CALL 1-844-358-
9925 Promo Code CDC201725
(MICH)

0  Engineerings IT

CSA Software Inc. Livonia, Ml -Com-
puter Programmer. Bachelor's in
Computer Science or related or for-
eign equiv, + 3yrs relevant exp.

Send resume to
cschubert@csasoftware.com

I

be working from a residential office.
Know Microsoft Excel. 248-939-2224

MAINTENANCE TECH (Pm

wanted for Apartment Complex in
Wayne Conton Area. Call 734-326-1530

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

HELP WANTED

PAM TRANSPORT
HAS OPEN DRIVER
POSITIONS INYOUR
AREA . Top pay and benefits!
Call (855)983-0057 today to
talk to us about opportunities
nearyou. (MICH)

Turn your dust
Into dollars by
placing a
CLASSIFIED ad!

STEEL BUILDINGS
PIONEER POLE
BUILDINGS- Free
Estimates-Ucensedand insured-
26 Trusses-45 Year Wananty
Galvalume Steel-19 Colors-Since
197641 inMichigan-Call Today
1-800-292-0679 (MICH)

Find
what

you
want
In

CLASSIFIED!

To place an ad

1

cll: 800-579-7355 « allire: hometomnlife.com
amail: oeadsghometownl 1fe.con
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For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
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books at Qui I1DriverBooks.com
SUDOKU
1 5

Here*s How ItWorks:

2 Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9

2 3 6
6
9 1
4 5
8
4
8 7 1

grid, broken intonine 3x3 boxes. To

7 solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must filleach row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and hox. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric dues

8 provided inthe boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier itgets to solve the

3 puzzle!
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ONTHE ICEWORD SEARCH

Find fhowords hiddon vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.
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WORDS
APPLE
ASSIST
ATTACK
BACKHANDER
BENDER
BLOCKER
BUCKET
BUTTERFLY
CAGE
CATCHER
CHECKED
CHIPPY

CROSSBAR
CROSS-CHECK
DEFBtDER
DEFENSE
DELAY
DIVE
BJFORCER
FIGHTING
FORE CHECKING
FULL STRENGTH
GATE
GOAL
GOALTENDER
HAT TRICK
HELHET
NET
OFFBtSE
OFFSIDE
PASS
PENALTY
POSSESSION
PUCK
STICK
Z0NE



BEFORE AND AFTER ITS CONTESTWITRH A DASHING DEER
2010 CREVROLET TRAVERSE COMES OUT AWINNER

Tis the season

for deer-car
crashes, and
I had my first
one several
days before
Thanksgiving.
Good thing
my wife and |

By Dale Buss were in the new,

2018  Chevrolet
Traverse. We were completely enjoying
the new version of the SUV when it

became our best friend for unforeseen
reasons.
We became part of a growing national

automotive-safety problem that is

likely to cause many thousands more
collisions in Michigan and across the

country before, someday, self-driving

automobiles perhaps could eliminate
them.

Until the fateful moment, we tl been
enjoying the redesigned Traverse, which
has a sleeker exterior appearance at the
same time that it provides 7 percent
more room behind the first-row seats
than the outgoing model, 10 percent
more behind the second row, and 17
percentmore behind the third row.

We had a lot of stuff to haul around
to a lot of places, and I didnt have to
worry for a second that this capacious
vehicle wouldnt be able to handle it-
and protect itall from the elements.

Indeed, Traversescargo volume isthe
biggest in itsstill-growing class of three-
row SUVs. Also, the 2018 Traverse

Service

dl your needs...

JIM DANDY PAINTING: Int. Paint-
ing, Wall Paper Removal, Dry Wall
Repair & Dry Wall flnlshlng Free

Quote Call Jim Any Time 810-986-6669

Painting By Robert -Wallpaper Re-
moval elInterior “Exterior “Plaster/
Drywall Repalr Stalnlng 40 yrs exp

ee Est! 4990 .ar 734-464-814'

JWfr

Domestic Pets

Australian Shepherd Pups (4 red tris,
1 red merle). Well-socialized. ASCA.
Ready 12/7/17. thekennedyburren.com
5800, 814-933-6339.

Assorted
I tems

@

new beginnings...

Traverse after the deer encounter.

provides 58.1 inches of front-hip room
so that driver and passenger can stretch
out.

I found the driving dynamics of the
new Traverse to be very comfortable
whether itwas empty or fully loaded. It
was stable, steeringwas deft, and with
its 3.6-liter V6 engine, 310 horsepower
and 266 pound-feet of torque, |

2006 Toyota RAV4 114K mifes, 2.4L,
Calh® wf?91"

S-86780n Pr Ce " S200°"

IEmployment
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FINDING WORK
SHOULDN’I' BEWORK.

netﬁork

there was a good outcome for us: The
air bags didnt go off and we werent
injured. We didnt veer into causing a
problem for other motorists.

Inany event, the crash obliterated the
front left fender and headlights of the
fine-looking Traverse and crimped the
driver’ door. After it became evident
that debris from the crash also poked
a slow leak into the left-rear tire, the
friendlymanager atWilliams Chevrolet
in Traverse City - who fixed the tire for
free - figured the damage to the three-
row utility vehicle was about $5,000 to
s6000

But impressively, the car held up well

The unfortunate victim.

never was leftwanting more from the
accelerator.

Unfortunately, all of that enjoyment
was interrupted by our intersectionwith
an unlucky deer. On a road justwent of
Traverse City, the animal darted across
the path of the Traverse from right to
keft, and withmy quick-twitch intuition
I did the right thing by not swerving. So

CktckoattHtse« cmrg -
t|P t f,

davf—cii's, ﬁ

10 the ® drivabe L

had to wire up the felt insulation pad
inside the wheel well so it wouldnt
brush the tire; and General Motors
wisely made us swap out this damaged
mode foranother Traverse. But lwould
have been fully confortable driving itall
theway back home toOakland County.

Idontknow exactlyhow much of this

and was "

protective factor to attribute to the fire
engineering of the new Traverse, how
much to the fact thatwe simplywere in
any big and heavy vehicle that stood a
pretty good chance against a smallish
deer, and how much to the particulars
of thisencounter.

Unfortunately, the deer ended up
dead in a gnarled, unsightly heap on
the side of the road just several steps
from where | hit its haunches at ahout
55 mph.

Deer crashes are a huge problem for
motorists inmany parts of the country,
and itsa growing one. Michigan alone
has nearly 50,000 crashes reported
each year, and it is one of the states
where motorists are most likely to
encounter the creatures who seem out
of theirelement lopingacross roads and
freeways.

So the deer-automobile contest
between imresistible momentum and
verymoveahle objectswill continue.

But just like many people who hit
a deer, 1 wondered: Why are there so
many deer-car crashes? Is it purely a
matter of randomness?

Some experts think not - that the
weirdly high number of intersections
between these handsome animals
and cars is partly due to other factors
such as that most accidents happen
near dawn and dusk, when deer - and
commuters - aremost active.

Whatever the reasons, the scourge
continues. May you avoid becoming
part of it

NEED A HAND

WE VEGOT YOU COVERED!

Check the Services listings in the

Got started by visiting

DIRECT CARE STAFF

For smoll group home setting

8L J Wanted to Buy

CLEAN FILL DIRT NEEDED.

South Lyon, 248-760-6705

W,ANTED OLDER MOTORCYCLES,
Used ATV"S Snowmobi les Running Or
Nam, (810)775-9771

Real Estate
Rentals

\y " Apartments & Lofts

TROY, SI00Q/m, 2 bdrm, 2 ba,
Stove/Refrig, Wosher/dryer Taun-
dry rm, refs read. Beautiful
above an office in a historic bl%
900 sq ft, clean, newly renovated,
available now. 48085 (248)808-4295
brucegleba@gmail.com

0 Homes-Rent

0 Rooms-Rent

$100 dep. 313-680-8014
Transportatior””"

L

best deal for you...
Auto Parts & Services

H&W Top $$ Cosh for iwl< cars.
Free towing-7 days, 34yrs 734-223-5581

Mercury Mountaineer "03. 135k mi
Ex Cond /b0 734-658-4527 text/call

P03|t|0ns available in Hl%hland South
Lyon, Novi,

and Holly
nefits. Coll:

Jobs.usatoday.com

Apartment a real Estate Guide

Find the perfect place to call home inthe
Observer & Eccentric Media classified advertising
section. We have apartment and real estate listings

every week inthe following communities:

Berkley « Birmingham «Canton
Clawson = Farmington = Garden City
Huntington Woods < Livonia = Milford

Northville « Novi < Pleasant Ridge
Plymouth < Bedford < Royal Oak
Southfield « South Lyon < Westland
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To place a listing inthe Observer & Eccentric Medias

L.:
ile
ca,800-579 _
visitwww . hometownlfte.com
to place
@
THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR
NMLS# 30Yr. P 15¥. Pts.
Ist Choice Mortgage 138560  (734) 707-8877 3.75 0 3.125 0
Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800)593-1912 3.75 0 3125 0
1191]1 API Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.75 0 3.25 0
ipilj
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931  (248)740-2323 3.75 0 3.125 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100 3.75 0 3 0
Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4 0.25 3.25 0

Observer & Eccentric classifieds

Above Information available as of 12/7/17 and subject to change atanytime. Rates are based on a

linn

Apartment & Real Estate Guide cll:

1-800-579-SELL

O bserver& E ccentric
ED

>townllJ«.c<

>

$200,000 loanwith 20% down & creditscore of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Thursday after2:00 P.M. at www. rmcreport.conm.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

A OAHHCTT COMPANY

02017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved



OURWHEELHOUSE

Nbu know us for shopping, and now
Cars.com sthe site for the entare lileof your
cr. So forevery tum, tum to Cars.com.

SHOP SERVICE SELL

- st FSAYWN

hometownlife.com



20% OFF Each
Wirndow or Door

Instal lation WINDOWPRO

PLUS. NO INTEREST OR PAYMENTS MARVINN\  INFINITY

Windows and Doors

FO R 12 M O N T H S Builtaround oo, BN UTi;NtI;O[;’O;Vi;é
See store for details. Not good with other offers
or on previous deals. 877-619—9773

mmamKmHammmmuuam



O PMpHia I HarAmKor M7

JUST ANNOUNCED. . . LEASELOYALTY FOR
CURRENT CHEVY, BUICKAND CMC LESSEES!

2017 Cruze LT Hatchback

MSRP $24,006
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $17,333

ml.4LTurbo Engine

16 -speed Automatic Transmission
mRemote Start

nHeated Seats

u8 Way Power Seat

4G LIEWi-Fi& More

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

aNON-GM Lease GMEMPLOYEEDISCOUNTAVAILABLEFORALL

2017 Traverse LS AWD

MSRP $34, 745
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $26,195

13.61V6 Engine
mRearVisionCamera
«8 Passenger Seating
mAM/FM Touchscreen Radiowith Steering
Wheel Radio Control
Blue Tooth for SelectPhones
aSteering Wheel Radio Controls Jj

24 Mlonth Lease with $999 Down with gmenployeediscountavailableforall
GM Lease Loyalty

2018 E%unox LT
MSRP &7,

STARTINGAS LOW
AS $23,593

n1.SLTurbo Engine

«6 Speed Automatic Transmission
nColortouch Screen Radio

« Blue Tooth for Phone
*RearVision Camera

*Push Button Start

24 Mlonth Lease with $999 Down with
GM Lease Loyalty

J /MO™*

*

2017 Tahoe LS 4x4

MSRP $63,230
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $45,568

85.3LV8 Engine

*6 Speed Automatic Transmission
120" Polished Aluminum Wheels
mRearVisionCamera

*Remote Vehicle Start

18" Chevy My Link Color Touch Radio

36 Month Lease with $999 Down with
GM Lease Loyatly

STOCK#172797

S315.a

serrachevrolet.com FINDNEAVROADS
Showroom Hours
Monday 9:00 AM - 9:00PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM - R0T0 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 99000 PM
Thursday ~ 9:00 AM - 9000 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 6G000PM
Saturday ~ 9:00 AM - 4:00 P h e
Guaranteed "
CreditApprovar

All payments &pn«mg

Hi b

SAVE OVER

m

2018 Trax LS

MSRP $21
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $15,248

1.4 Turho Engine

16 -speed Automatic Transmission
«10Airbags

mRear Back Up Camera

Apple Car Play

m4GLTEWi-Fi& More

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
GM Lease Loyalty

2017 Malibu LT

MSRP $26,060
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $19,192

nl.SLTurbo Engine

16 Speed Auto Transmission
«ColorTouch ScreenRadio
aBlue Tooth for Phone
mRear Vision Camera
eAluminumWheels

mPower Driver Seat

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
aNON-GNLease

2018 Stlverado Double Cab LT 4x4

MSRP $43,8%5
STARTINGAS LOW
AS $35,685

<Ecotech4.3LV6 Engine

«Allstar Package inch

#Trailing Equipmentwith Locking Diff
mPower Seat

mLED Fog Lamps & more

aSpray On Bedliner

24 Mlonth Lease with $999 Down with
GM Lease Loyalty

GM EMPLOYEEDISCOUNTAVAILABLE FORALL

STOCK#180878

*249m

2017 Chevrolet Stlverado Crew LT 4x4
MSRP $49,0650

STARTINGAS LOW
AS $37,738

*5.3LV8 Engine

*6 Speed Auto Transmission
«Spray On Bedliner
*Heated Front Bucket Seats
nllireless Charging

*Trailer Brake Controller
18 BrightMachined AluminumWheels
nLED Lighting inthe Cargo Box

STOCK #171803

B

CHEVROLET

; COMPLETE
CHEVROLET "CARE

28111 Telegraph Road
Southfield, Ml 48034

Visit www.serrachevrolet.con
for Construction Traffic

r € Directions or call us at:

-
he "

ON TELEGRAPH WNORTH OF 1-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.COM |H66-MY-CHEVY or 1-866-692-4389
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