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Pair plead no contest and get probation, diversion progran

Darrell Clem
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A Detroitpawn shop owner and em -
ployee, accused of sellingmerchandise
stolen from stores inCanton and other
southeast Michigan communities, have
averted prison, court records show.

iPawn Detroit owner Gasswan Usa-
ma Gargis, 39, has been placed on pro-
bation for sixmonths after he pleaded
no contest to one count of organized
retail crime, according toWayne Coun-
ty Circuit Court records.

Gargis recently accepted a plea deal
after authorities agreed to dismiss 14
other charges such as conducting a
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criminal enterprise, re-
ceiving and concealing
stolen property over
$1,000 and failing to keep
records of financial trans-
actions.

He could have faced 20 Gargis
years inprison ifhe had
gone to trial and been convicted of
crimes involving his pawn shop on
Eight Mile Road.

Gargis was placed on probation by

Six-month-old Sofia Longordo and Omar Arzola, 9, pose fora photo with Santa and Mrs. Claus, bitt brester [honetowunlifecon
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Children share their Christmas hopes with Santa

Children from around the home-
townlife.com readership area share
their “wish lists” for Santa:

Dear Santa,

Santa, sum geshds toask you. 1.How
do your reindeer fly? 2. Ware did you
get your majik? Cude you givemy mom
2or3ringsand my dad some erase sos
and me legoHarry Potter the video
game?

Your friend,

Brennan Boyd
PS. Save some cookies four Mrs.
Claus

Dear Santa,

I love you.

IsMrs. Claus good? How are you
Santa? Santa can you please giveme a
Barbie, top and a toysets. Santa can you
please givemy mom a cap. Santa can
you please give my dad a phone.

Your friend,

Arts academy benefit helps victins
from Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

Brad Kadrich

hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

When students at the Plymouth-
Canton Arts Academy noticed the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands still struggling after hurricanes
ripped through them earlier this year,
they decided they wanted to do some-
thing.

So they turned their annual charity
fundraiser into a benefit to help those
struggling from hurricane damage.

The sixth annual benefit, dubbed
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SupPuerto Rico, raised more than
$1,100 to help Puerto Rico and the
Friends of the Virgin Islands.

Salem High School senior Sam Klo-
zik,amember of theartsacademy?’
student advisory bhoard, engineered the
event.

“It turned out better than I could
have expected,” Klozik said. “l was so
proud with everyone coming out of
their own bubbles and coming together
to do their jobs.”

The effort earned the artsacademy

See BENEFIT, Page A2
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Obituaries.........

Nisha ShaShi Kumer
PS I'love Rudolph and you

Dear Santa,

How isyour riamdeer? How are
you? Can you givemy mom som julary?
Canyou givemy dad anew phone and
forme can you giveme anew barbi doll
and a barbi doll houes? can you givemy
friend Sagi a nintendo set. can you give
poor people toys? And Ipromise lwill
give the raindeer carrots.

Your friend,

Ananya Gautam

PS You are Roking, you are awsom.

YEAR END
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Wayne County Circuit
Judge Ulysses Boykin,
according toonline court
records.

iPawn employee
Trisha-Lynette Viado
Razon, 20, meanwhile,
has been placed on a
diversionprogram for first-time, non-
violent offenders, a court clerk said. If

Razon

See PAWN, PageA2

Dear Santa,

I love you. | love your reindeer. |
love Mrs. Claus. My elfon the shelf
woldWlike some clos. My sos wold like
some socks with you on it

My mom wold likea cofr. My dad
wold likeanew car. Iwold likea Bar-
bie.

Your friend,

Morgan Scott

PPS You awesome! I love Rudolph
and Santa. You are the best.

See LETTERS, Page A4

Artsacademy adviser Amy Willacker-Brown (left) and student advisory council members
Marquette Winston, KaiaThomas, Madelyn Turrill and Sam Klozik accepted accolades from the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Education, brad kadrich
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Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park has
been named to the 2018
Elite 50, an annual selec-
tion of the top 50 second-
ary school hospitality
programs inthe nation.

The Elite 50 listrecog-
nizes high schools as well
as career and technical
centers that have demon-
strateda commitment to
excellence in hospitality
education. These schools
set the standard for sec-
ondary school training in
culinary arts, baking and
pastry arts and/or hospi-
talitymanagement.
These eliteprograms are
alsomarked by strong
enrolIment and a dedica-
tion tocommunity out-
reach. Many of this
yearsElite 50 programs
have won stateand na-
tional competitions for
ProStart, SkillsUSA and
Family Careerand Com-
munity Leaders of Amer -
ica.

The National Center
for Hospitality Studies at
Sullivan University in
Louisville oversees the
selection process for the
Elite 50 list.

“We also conducted
research to establish
schools with strong hos-
pitality enrol Iment and
influence in theircom-
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munity,” said Lauren
Gold, director of high
school programs at Sulli-
van University. “Includ-
ed aremany schoolswe

PAWN
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Razon stays out of trou-
ble, she can keep the
charges off her record.
She could have faced five
years inprison ifconvict-
ed as charged.

Earlier phone calls to
iPawn Detroit were not
returned.

Gargis and Razon had
been charged inAugust
amid allegations they

BENEFIT

Continued from Page Al

students the STARS (Stu-
dents with Tenacity and
Reaching Success)
Award from the Ply-
mouth-Canton Board of
Education. Faculty ad-
viser Amy Willacker-
Brown accepted certif-
icates on behal f of the 58
students involved in
putting on the benefit,
which included a silent
auction and more than
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The
Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park
culinary program
has been named
asamong the
tops inthe
nation by
Sullivan (Ky.)
University, file
PHOTO

specifically paid visits to
thatwe deemed tohave
strong hospitality pro-
grams.”

More than 350 schools

bought stolen high-end
electronics, kitchen ap-
pliances, generators,
jewelry, power tools and
other merchandise, po-
lice have said. They
faced a total of 21
charges inwhat authori-
ties called an organized
retail crime scheme.
GargisofCommerce
Township and Razon of
Orchard Lake had plead-
ed not guilty as they
faced the charges, which
followed a six-month
investigation that culmi-

two dozen acts that took
part ina concert that
included live painting,
music and dancers.

The silentauction
included all student-
donated artwork. In fact,
the entire production was
student run.

“Every bit is student
run,”Willacker-Brown
said. “Itisalso an ex-
ample ofwhat has
emerged, inmy eyes, as a
characteristic of the
academy and that isa
passion for doing mean-
ingful work.”

designated as Hospitality
Programs of Distinction
were invited toapply for
the honor of being named
to the Elite 50 list. Crite-
ria for the schools select-
ed for the Elite 50 in-
cluded an original recipe
with photos or a restau-
rant management design
and instructor education-
al/certification back-
ground and informational
materials such as videos
or brochures about the
school s program. Fur-
ther consideration was
given to schools that
operate a restaurant or
catering service as part
of their culinary and
hospitality training.

The National Center
for Hospitality Studies at
Sullivan University is

nated with Canton police
executing a search war-
rant inJune at the pawn
shop and the owner’s
home.

Police say they recov-
ered more than $300,000
in stolen merchandise.
Canton Deputy Police
Chief Craig Wilsher had
called ita “very exten-
sive” listof goods taken
from bigbox stores such
as Walmart, Home Depot
and Target in southeast
Michigan, including Can-
ton.

The production didnt
come without its chal-
lenges. There was some
confusion about the site,
but administrators
worked with the students
and eventually landed
the benefit at the PARC
indowntown Plymouth.

Willacker-Brown
talked about “creating
space” for students to
“do big things.”When
you do that, she said,
“often leaders emerge.”

“Thatswhat happened
here,” Willacker-Brown
said. “(Klozik) came in

known as one of the fin-
est post-secondary hospi-
tality training institu-
tions in the nation and
offers programs in culi-
nary arts, baking and
pastry arts, hotel and
restaurant management,
event management and
tourismand hospitality
management. Every
year, graduates from the
National Center for Hos-
pitality Studies pursue
successful careers in
virtually every corner of
the globe and every as-
pect of the hospitality
industry.

For additional infor-
mation about the 2018
Elite 50 list, go to http://
pages sullivan.edu/elite
50/winners.asp.

The case was handled
by Canton police, Michi-
gan State Police and the
Wayne County Prose-
cutors Office.

Wayne County Prose-
cutor Kym Worthy had
called the charges “the
result of months of te-
dious and exhaustive
work by the Canton Po-
liceDepartment and the
Wayne County Prose-
cutor’s Office.”

ddem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver

the first day and said,
T running the benefit.’
And she did.”

The experience was
“amazing,” Klozik said.

“This years experi-
ence forme was unique,”
Klozik told the school
board. “My sistersclass
actually started the idea
of the annual benefit. She
got the opportunity to
attend this one and she
bawled her eyes out right
alongwithme.”

bkadrich@hometownTrfe.com
Twitter: Obkadrich

At Schoolcraft College, you'll learn more than just the material. You"ll
discover your talents, identify your true passions, and fine-tune your sills.
You"ll see justhow much you"re capable of. And we"ll support you with
the resources you need to go out and prove itto the world- like
successful Schoolcraft graduates do every day.

Web site:

734-462-4426
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PLYMOUTH POLICE BRIEFS

Driver®s sex toy mistaken for
indecent exposure

A woman driving inPlymouth Town-
ship called police to report thataman
was exposing himself to her while they
were stopped at a traffic light at Ann
Arbor and Haggerty roads.

Ttirnsout he was trying toput a sex
toy in his pants to surprise his wife,
according topolice.

Police stopped the man inhis silver
Ford Edge after receiving initial re-
ports that he was exposing himself. He
alsowas violatinga law by not wearing
his seat belt as he tried toput the sex
toy in the zipper of his pants, a police
report said.

The man toldpolice he had intended
to take a picture with the sex toy inhis
pants and send itto his wife as a joke,
the report said.

Police checked back with thewoman
who complained and she said itcould
have been a case of mistaken indecent
exposure.

Police gave theman a ticket for not
wearing a seat belt during the Nov. 30
incident and advised him tomake bet-
ter decisions while driving.

Unemployment fraud

Police have received a rash of re-
ports from residents of attempts to file
fraudulent unemployment claims in
their names.

A 45-year-oldwoman who liveson
Mapletree Drive told police Dec. 11 that
someone stole her identification and
filed for unemployment benefits using
her maiden name. She contacted the
state of Michigan to report the incident
and was advised tomonitor her credit
report for fraudulent activity.

A 48-year-oldman who lives on
Chestnut Court notified police Dec. 11
after the company he works for con-

tacted him to report that someone was
trying to fileunemployment claims in
his name.

A 57-year-oldman who liveson West-
bury Drive told police the human re-
sources department on his job notified
him of a similar attempt.

And Dec. 10, a 34-year-oldman who
liveson Dogwood Drive said someone
also tried to seek unemployment bene-
fits through his employer.

Itappeared from the police reports
that most of the attempts had failed.

Combative suspect

A 35-year-old suspect pulled his
pants down and became verbally com-
bative with police during an investiga-
tion into allegations he was driving
recklessly and struck two curbs before
he pulled intoaMcDonald% parking lot,
a police report said.

Police caught up with the man near
Beck and M-14 during the Dec. 1in-
cident, but he refused to reveal his
identity, the report said. He dropped his
pants in front of bystanders, including
children, and told police he had no
weapons. He also began toyell obscen-
itiesand at once point called officers
racist.

The report indicated the man had
been drinking. He was taken into custo-
dy, but later released with a citation for
being disorderly.

Bah, humbug!

There must be a Scrooge intown.

A 67-year-old man who liveson
Thornbridge Drive notified police after
he tried to turn on his outdoor Christ-
mas display and discovered the cord to
awhite Christmas tree had been cut.

He told police he had no ideawho
might have done it

— By Darrell Clen
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CANTON POLICE BRIEFS

Man threatens
White Castle
employee

Canton police were
called to the White Cas-
tleon Ford Road, west
of Interstate 275, after a
52-year-old Westland
became angry with an
employee and tried to
climb over the counter
to fight, a report said.

The incident un-
folded about 1:35a.m.
Dec. 17, when the sus-
pect began eating chick-
en that was on the
counter, even though it
wasn.this. He became
upset when a cashier
told him that he would
have topay for it, the
report said. The suspect
began to threaten the
cashier and started to
climb over the counter,
but he was pulled back
by a friend who was
with him.

According topolice,
the suspect blamed his
behavior on the recent
death of his mother. The
two men leftWhite
Castle, but police
tracked down the sus-
pect, gave him a tres-
passing notice and told
him to stay away from
the White Castle.

The employee told
police she didntwant to
pursue other charges
because she feared the
suspect would return.

Join us fdr
T hanksgiving

Dinner
Thursday
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Phone call scam

A 35-year-old Canton
woman gave her bank
debit card number toa
caller who said she need-
ed topay money or she
would be arrested on two
warrants stemming from
amissed court appear-
ance, a report said.

The caller falsely
claimed tobe an Ann
Arbor police officer.
After getting thewom -
ansdebit card number,
the caller then asked for
a credit card number. At
that point, the woman
became suspicious, hung
up the phone and notified
police. The incident oc-
curred Dec. 15.

The woman canceled
the debit card that had
been compromised. The
report didn’tindicate if
the woman actually had
warrants for her arrest

OIL CHANGE

AND LUBRICATION

Validon most Gl vehicles not

validwithany other ofler. Price
appliesto most G Vehicles.
Price does notapply toseni

or lull synthetic and diesel oils.
Up to5 gts. conventional oil.

Taxand shop supplies extra. No J

appointment necessary. Present

oKer toadvisorat time ol write-

up. Expires 12-31-17

SERRA

CHEVROLET

or, if she did, how the
caller knew.

Business owner
scammed

A 27 ryear-old business
owner was scammed out
of $492 after a caller,
claiming tobe fromDTE
Energy, threatened to
shut off her power unless
she paid an overdue hill.
The callermade the
threat Dec. 13, even
though thewoman said
she had paid the bill.

The woman was told
tobuy a prepaid Mon-
eyPak card and topro-
vide the numbers on the
back, allowing the caller
to get the money. The
woman calledDTE to
confirm her payment and
was told that she had
been the victimofa
scam.

— By Darrell Clen

SPECIAL
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Dear Santa,

How isMrs. Claus
doing. How are you do-
ing. lwant a ipone toht
please and I thingmy
brother wants a xbox. My
mom wil want juarly and
my dad wont dmeo.

Your friend,

Nichollas Allen

PS Please givme a
Zomee kitty.

Dear Santa,

Can I have a x-box,
d-s, pupy, bown formy
pupy and pupy food for
my pupy. The one thing I
wont you to get for som
one else is the nife gun
bar sotr for my pupy.
Will you help pepal from
all over the wrold with
wote thay do not have but
they ned?

Wile you pies leve
some coclet cip pankak
on the tabol of Vdhaysh-
er Bhangu on Crismis
Eve?

Lincoln Hicks

Dear Santa,

You are awesome oh I
forgot will you givemy
mom ahug prety please,
oh and my dad because
you are a hugr man and
can I have a lol dolls! ho
ho that was lan my baby.

PS 1 loveyouPS you
likeme PS I like your
shop PS we made one.

Your friend,

Olivia Hunter

Dear Santa,

How sMrs. Claws? 14
like too know? How are
the reindeers? My mom
would likesome new
books.-My dad would like
some cozy socks. Iwould
like the American Girl
doll loft bed. Have a safe
trip Santal! Please! I will
be a good girl! Please
Santa please!

From your friend,

Scarlett Barnes

Dear Santa,

Can lgetadog Santa
you ur th best. Oh, can
my big broher get a xbox.
Wack me up when you
come. lwill give you hot
coklat I will give you a
hug, and can you givemy
mom art splis. Itwill
make her happy and for
my dad can you give him
a hamrse, can I have
hatchamoles and can I
have a F YW shoos. I hop
your reindeer do good!
and can you leve sume
elves at ur hows.

Have agood trip.

Mantra Joshi

Dear Santa,

How isMrs. Claus
doing. Will you give my
mom abracelet plesae.
Can you plesegetme a
new Barbie. Can yoti
please get me som enew
Barbie stuff. Have a
good Christmas.

Please giveme apup-
py inmy pcket.

Your friend,

Brynn Klein

PPS Please giveme
hatch a les. Please give
me aMermaid Barbie.

vV X 1
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Santa and Mrs Claus will be busy thisweek, biltbrester [nonetounlifecon

Dear Santa,

Canmy dad have a
wosth and canmy mom
have new mittens. |
would like video gams.
1’ll leave you chocolate
cookies and milk. Merry
Christmas!

Your friend,

Keegan Battah

Dear Santa,

How you doing? Did
Mrs Claus have a good
summer? Santawould
you plesebringme anew
stuffed ankyiosdrus the
dinosaur? Please be safe
as you travel tomy
house.

Your friend,

Lucas Lem

Dear Santa,

Where didyou find
Mrs. Clos? When didmy
elfcome? And will you
get the por kids toys and
love, you are so loveing.
Will youwack me up
becuse lwant to give you
abighug and are you
going to hti thebete.

I love you so somute
and plese will you give
me some slime that will
not melt plese and make
shor you take care at the
dore.

Your friend,

JillianCohen

Dear Santa,

Your THE BEST. Tell
your randeer I’ll leve
hem or her carits. 0h can
your give my dad some
stuff for the lohge plese.
And can Iplese have
some paper and coler
pensils. And mabe some
video games and a 3DS.
And Bulls and canmy
mom have aneckles. And
can have some legos. And
mabe a ipone 5 and ipad,
hot whels, cool books.
Nerf gun, Acsihtigshers,
presents, Hatchamoles,
elfon the shef, pockemon
toys. And cars. And plese
say that im on the good
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A TAKE THE BUS TOfirekeepers
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list.
Your friend,
Nolan Dewberry

Dear Santa,

How isMrs. Claus
doing. My mom wants
jewlery. My dad wants a
bike. lwant a phone and
a hot whells set imag-
inext DC Super Friends
Batman Bathot extreme.
My sisterwants a barbie
movie. lam gowing to
leave you some cookies.

Your friend.

HlipBeslagic

Dear Santa,

How are your elves?
Santa can you getmy dad
amobile and Santa can
you getmy mom a kitch-
en set and Santa can you
getme aLego.

Your friend,

Jayaditya Singh

Dear Santa,

This year can I have a
lol big surprise ball and
For Robert can he have
some carss. For dad can
you get him some ear-
bubs. Formom and you
get TV for Rick can he
have avideo games.

Love,

Chloe Walker

PS Can I have a dog
to! You are awesome!
Make sure yoyu wake me
up when you get here.

Dear Santa,

You are the best. I love
the presents you make!
This year please bring
me: Kids cleaning tools, a
sewing machine and
hatchamoles. For my
brothers bring Paw po-
trol toys. My mom would
love two blue errins. For
my dad bring Nike socks.
Oh, and ifyou come wake
me up. lam makeing
presents for you.

Your friend,

Evayla Georgieva

PS Can you bringme a
stuffanimal cat? Put me
on the nice list.

Dear Santa,

How are you doing?
How isMrs. Claus doing?
How isRudolph doing?
Please bring my sisteran
iPhone 7.1would like a
new controller formy
x-box. And Beethoven’s
Christmas adventure,
Battlefront 2. please for
Christmas.

Your friend,

Jackson
Schwartzenberger

PS I'love you Santa so

so so much.

Dear Santa,

I love you Santa. How
are your reindeers. How
isMrs. Claus. Can you
bringme agame. Can
you bringme adall. Can
you bring my sistera
game likeme. Can you
bringmy mom a jewlery
set. Can you bringmy
dad a pot. You are awe -
some!! You are cool!!

Please Santa please
please please. You are
kind and nice. Please
Please please plesae.
Please Santa.

Your friend,

Purva Sonawane

PS You are very good

Dear Santa,

I love you. Can you
pleas give people theat
don’thave homes very
more food. Santa I love
you but dontubawt me
car abawt por people.
People that donthave
stuf.

PS Please drop offa
choclit chip cake atmy
hows.

Noah Silverman

Dear Santa,

Hil Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? Im very excited for
Christmas. Ihave a pret-
ty big wish list this year.
My mom would like a
shefhat. My dad will like
a tol blot. Bobey love a
bed and a toy. Cameron
will love a ben tenwoch
and he wants a modsikl.

lwant a ben tenwoch
and batman vsmr frees.
I can’twait until yo uvisit
me on Christmas Eve. |
will leav some milk and
cookies for you.

Love,

Cavin Daniel

Dear Santa,

Hil Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? How are you doing
at the Nroth Pole? I have
a pretty bigwish list this
year. My mom would like
aring. My dad would like
arunning wuch. Ireally
want anew corl and
shells I can’twait until
you visitme on Christ-
mas Eve. lwill leave
cookies and milk for you
and carrots for the rein-
deer.

Love,

EllaKazarian

Dear Santa,

Hi! Are you getting
ready for Christmas eve?
Im very excited for
Christmas! I have a pret-
ty big wish list this year.
My mom would wot now
shos. My dad would wot a
new fishpll.My brth
would wot a grbche. 1
would rellywot a
hashmlls and sckwes. |
can’twait until you visit
me on Christmas Eve! |
will ave some millk and
cookies for you and car-
rots for the reindeer.

Love,

Mackenzie Knierim

Dear Santa,

Hil Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? Do you hav a pat? I
have a pretty big wish
list thisyear. My mom
rilewost a nes a bacit.
My dad nou fising pol.
My Druvr wub likea gon.
My dogwud likea coco-
toe. lwot a rel dog and a
marcn grl doll. Ican’t
waituntil you visitme on
Christmas Eve! lwill
leave some milk and
cookies for you and car-
rots for the randeer.

Love,
Maisy Lloyd

Dear Santa,

Hi! Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? Santa is the best

man. I have a pretty big
wish list this year. My
mom likes lohsin. My dad
likes boxing gluvs. My
sistr likes a newtendo. |
likea gron. Icantwait
until you visitme on
Christmas Ev! 1 will
leave some milk and
cookies for you.
Love,
Liam McGuigan

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! How is
Mrs. Claus? I hope you
are getting a lot of sleep
before the big trip! Ianm
wondering what kind of
cooies are your favorite?
Have many wishes this
year. Please bringmy
mom an Iphone. Please
bringmy dad anew
watch. Please bringmy
brother Priyash a toy car.
And please bringme a
Barbie doll set. Have a
great trip!

Prisha Khairate

Dear Santa,

Hi Santa are the elfs
making toys in shifts?
How isyour beard big? |
have many wig this year.
Please bringmy Christo-
pher a big nerf gun.
Please bringmy mom
ane I phone. Please bring
my dad a skrooj river.
Bringme an EIf on the
self.

Matthew Campbell

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! Are the
elves making toys? Get a
lotof sleep and your rane
drer too. Wots your favrit
cooke? I have ben
wandrng ifyou are nice?

Did you play flag foot-
ball? How old are you?
How old isRodof? I love
you cos you are nice. |
have many wishis thes
year. Please bringmy
mom apar of pink sliers
and my dad Mishagin
klos. Fish food and dog
food formy littlebrothr
Joshua. Ninga stuff for
my sisitrAvery. A boy
bayby aliv doll and fa-
naileme a dran.

Love,

Drew Vanwashenova

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! How is
Mrs. Claus? What are you
going toeat on your trip?
I have many wishes.
Please bringmy mom
pink lip stick. Can you
pleace bringanew black
ladr formy dad? Bring
my sistera jrivers lisints
and new car. Bring a flat
screen tv.Bringme a
puppy and kittin. Bring
my dog adog toy. Bring
my cata yarn hball.

Sophie Fields

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! How is
Mrs. Claus? Are you
feeding Rudolph for the
big trip? How are the
elves doing are they
making toys? What’is
your favorite kind of
ckooe? How log isyour
herd? How old are you? 1
have many wishes this
year. Can you please give
atvinmy room? For
Stellacan you please give

anew cupcake robe and a
new phone? Formy mom
can you please give a
new phone and awatch?
Can you please giveme a
real cat?

LuciaMcCown

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! How is
Copit? Is copit hethy?
You bedr not be eting
kuces! How are the horse
Imen the ran-der? | have
many wishes this year.
Mom wus glotin fre
cukes. Dad was macz-
ings. Brody wus trans-
formrs. Jack food. Noxs
suthing that he can noc
ovr.Now me lwut a
hatchimal.

Avery Snyder

Dear Santa,

Hi how are you. How
isMrs. Claus? I hope
Mrs. Claus isa good girl?
How good are you at
soccer? I shood no that
you are a good goalie
because of your beleey! |
have many wishes formy
family.My mom wat a
paar of slipers. My dad
willwot anew robe. My
brother Avery will wot
Teck Deck setand Iwill
wat lots of Hatonimals.
Thank you Santa. You are

the best.
Payton Myles

Dear Santa,

HY Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? How areyou inthe
north pole? I have a pret-
ty big wish list this year.
My mom would really
like s shirtwith some
stripson it My dad needs
anew pair of sports
shoes. lreallywant a
pack of colered pencils
and a board game. lIcant
wait until you visitme on
Christmas Eve! Twll
leave some milk and
cookies for you and car-
rets for the raindeer.

Shreya Bettadapur

Dear Santa,

Hi! Are you getting
ready for Christmas
Eve? Im very excited for
Christmas. lhave apret-
ty big wish list this year.
My mom would like a
new car. My dad wants a
new enter and exit sine
for his restront. My little
sister wants play doh and
my dog wants a toy. |
want a nerfgun. Icant
wait until you vistme on
Christmas Eve! I will
leave some milk and
cookies for you and car-
rots for the reindeer.

Kinnel Chen

Dear Santa,

Hello Santa! How is
Mrs. Claus? Good luck on
your big trip. I have
many wishes this year.
Please bringmy mom a
new foot mesager. Please
bringmy dadanew
watch. Please bringme
one pink and one purple
hatchimal. Can you
please say hi toRudolph
forme? Thank you!

Sudeeksha Jois



All Saints students travel back to
Renalssance Faire

Fifth-graders at All Saints Catholic School inCanton recently took an afternoon trip back to the 1500s during the school's annual
Renaissance Faire, complete with costumes, props and a feast fitfora king and queen. The event isa celebration of all things
from the Renaissance time period, including art, culture, history, contests and games. Students carved sculptures from bars of
soap and painted on mini canvases and also played sports like knight racing, with pool-noodle horses, and jousting, with
orange cones, among other activities. The fifth-graders spent the lastmonth learning about the contributions of people during
the Renaissance, including the role of the Catholic Church. For more information, go towww.allsaintscs.chm or call
734-459-2490.

Village Theater to host
King holiday event

Canton Township will
once again honor the
memory and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. with a special trib-
ute, Canton Celebrates
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. on Monday, Jan. 15,
at The Village Theater
atCherry Hill, 50400
Cherry Hill Road.

A punch and cookie
reception will begin at
the Village Theater at 6
p.m., followed by the
main program at 6:30
p.m. This annual event
ispresented by the
Canton Commission for
Culture, Arts and Heri-
tage, members of the
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Sub-Committee and
Canton Township.

This years keynote
address will be present-
ed by Dr. Doris J.

Fields, a professor at
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, who has exten-
sive experience inin-
terracial and inter-
ethnic communication.

The program will
feature performances
by Canton Community
Choir and the North-
ridge Church Choral
Ensemble.

Admission is$2 per
person (cash only) or
the donation of one
canned good to Open
Door Ministry, a local
food pantry and job
bank. Both will be ac-
cepted at the door the
night of the event.

Formore informa-
tion, call 734-394-5300
or go towww . canton
villagetheater.org.

17800 HaggertyRd. Livonia, M1 48152
734-542-8141 daddagliirishpubs.com
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Custom Closets | Garage Cabinets |Home Offices | Pantries [ Laundries | Hobby Roonms

Imagine Your Home, Totally Organized!

Want healthcare 1HA
on your time? W

IHA understands the individual needs of each person. We can provide
all the care you’llneed from primary care to specialty care, urgent
care, support from a 2-4-hour call center, and imaging services to name
a few. At IHA, primary care physicians work together with highly
trained specialists and surgeons so that care is available when and
where you need it...on your time. From“Savingyour Spot”online at
any of our 5 urgent care locations to booking real-time primary care
appointments, access to high quality care isonly a click away!

Its open enrollment time. More than 100 IHA
primary care physicians are welcoming new
patients. Find a physician near you at
SHAcares.com/welcome.
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High school students at Detroit Country Day explain holiday celebrations from different
cultures to second-graders, billbresler jhometownlife com

High school students teach
diversity through holidays

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Detroit Country Day
School officials felt like
the holidays were aper-
fect time to teach young-
er students about the
broad diversity of cul-
tures that will be cele-
brating this time of year.

Thatswhy DCDS high
school students spent
time lastweek with sec-
ond-graders, helping
them understand mes-
sages of diversity and
hope during the holiday
season.

Upper School students j
shared information about
the history and signif-
icance of each holiday to
younger students, accom-
panied by a colorful dec-
orative display. This
year s display included
the Chinese New Year,
Christmas, Diwali, Ha-
nukkah, Kwanzaa and
Ramadan.

While the exhibits are
beautiful and festive,
they also teach an impor-
tant global awareness
and appreciation to the
students and school com-
munity.

Junior BellaBaldwin
said she felt itwas “im-
portant to participate” in
the cultural program.

“Itreally shows the
big picture of our diverse
world and the impor-
tance of respecting and
understanding other
religions and traditions
around the hohdays,”
Baldwin said. “Itsamaz-
ing to see the second-
graders so engaged in
learning about other
traditions that we all
share and itpaves the
path for a peaceful fu-
ture.”

Baldwin said she
thought the second-grad-
ers “learned a lot” about
how diverse even just
their group was.

“They saw that many
people in their class and
grade were from a differ-
ent religion as them, but
recognized that and were
eager to learnmore,
from them and us,” Bald-
win said.

School officials said
the program was de-
signed to help younger
students learn about
traditions thatmay be
different than their own
become more thoughtful,
compassionate and open-
minded.

Thatswhy freshman
Nathan Schechter want-
ed to get involved. He
said the learning goes
both ways.

“I think itis important
to participate in this
program to teach both
the second-graders and
the presenters about the
possibility of religious
pluralism by showing
them the different prac-
tices of each religion,”
Schechter said. “Today,
the second-graders
learned not only about
the separate holidays,
but also the differences
and similarities between
them.”

Krithin Marpury learns about the origins on the celebration of
Christmas, billbresler jhometownlife com

Kristina Zheng (right) and Anna Sunspeak teach about
Chinese New Year celebrations, billbresler jhometownlifecom

Second-grade students hold a vessel used during the month
of Ramadan, billbresler fhometownlife com

Second-grader Rami Baroody spins a dreidel. bill bresler |

bkadrich@hometownlife.com hometownlife com



Sorthread codkae recie a dvistes traoitaon

Diane K. Bert
Special to Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Valerie Derrick ex-
plains making Scottish
shortbread cookies this
way: “Itispart of my
heritage.”

“lremember as a
young child helpingmy
grandmother and mother
make shortbread cook-
ies,” Derrick said. “My
grandmother was part of
the McGillivray clan. We
called her Grannie Mac.”

One relative is quoted
as saying, “I feel sorry
forany man who isnota
Scotand any Scotwho is
not a McGillivray.”

Making shortbread is
particularly a Christmas
tradition, but itisalso
made on other special
occasions. In days past,
butter and sugar were
luxuries in Scotland,
which made itexpensive
tomake the cookies.

There are tips that
have been passed along
tomake perfect cookies
with the three ingredi-
ents: butter, sugar and
flour. In the “Highland-
ers Cookbook,” the fol-
lowing statement is
made: “Shortbread isone
of the simplest recipes in
the world and yet one of
the easiest for a poor
cook to ruin.”

Derrick graciously
agreed to give a tutorial
lesson inmaking short-
bread to two friends,
AllisonFriedman and
Elizabeth Snyder. At each
step of the recipe, she
explainedhow toproceed
successfully and men -
tioned that itisa very
tactile recipe.

The recipe:

» 3 cups flour or more
as needed for texture

» lpound butter at
room temperature

» lcup sugar

» Blend together until
thoroughly mixed

Send calendar items to
LIV-OENewstip@
hometownlife.com. Items must
be received at least two weeks
prior to the event.

Trains at Plymouth
library

The Great Lakes
Chapter of the European
Train Enthusiasts will be
back at the Plymouth
DistrictLibrary this
holiday season, with
European model trains
running through cities
and countryside. The
library’smain level
meeting rooms will house
the chapters expansive
collection.

Local resident Jan
Eisenisamember of the
Great Lakes Chapter of
the European TY-ainEn-
thusiasts and isoversee-
ing the installation of this
display. A member of the
organization since 2000,
Eisenwas the owner of
Eisenbahn Model Trains,
a shop which was located
inPlymouth anumber of
years ago. For more in-
formation on the club, go
towww.etegl.org.

This display is free
and open to the public -
made possible through
the generous support of
the Friends of the Ply-
mouth DistrictLibrary. It
will be open 9:30 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, Dec; 28; 9:30
a.m. to6 p.m. FYiday,
Dec. 29; 9:30a.m. to5
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30;
and 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
TYiesday, Jan. 2.

The library is located
at 223 S. Main Street in
downtown Plymouth.

Village Theater art
exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will exhibit
the collected works of
the Ann Arbor Fiberarts
Guild inthe Gallery@VvT
through Jan. 1. Works on
display includeawide
variety of fiber art, such
as basketry, beading,
bead embroidery, bead
weaving, kumihimo,

Allison Friedman and Elizabeth Snyder observe carefully as Valerie Derrick mixes the dough for Scottish shortbread cookies.
Derrick recently taught thenm the intricacies of successfully making the special holiday treats, diane k -bert

Hot out of the oven, Valerie Derrick shows how the freshly
baked shortbread looks, diane k .bert

» Place intwo glass
casseroles,pie plates or
molds

» Bake at SOOT for 45
minutes toan hour

Here are the detailed
suggestions Derrick
added as she made the
recipe:

» Place all of the but-

ter and sugar inthe mix-
ing bowl, justadd half of
the flour.

» Mix until blended,
add remaining flour. Feel
the dough. Itshould be
resistant and not feel
moist. Add more flour,
perhaps Vicup. Dough
will pull away from the

AREA EVENTS

The Plymouth District Library will host a model train exhibit

over the holiday break.

crochet, doll making,
dyeing and painting,
embroidery, felting, gar-
ment design and con-
struction, handmade
paper and book art, knit-
ting, knotting, quilting,
sewing, spinning, weav -
ing and surface design.

The exhibit is free and
open to the public from
10a.m. to2 p.m. Monday
through Friday, during
public performances at
the theater and by ap-
pointment by calling
734-394-5300. The gallery
is closed holidays.

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is located at
50400 Cherry Hill Road.
For more information,
734-394-5300 or go to
www . cantonvillage
theater.org.

Hats for the
Homeless

Plymouth Community
United Way isgearing up
for the annual Hats for
the Homeless drive,
scheduled to run through
Dec. 29 inan effort keep
bur homeless community
warm during the winter
months. New and hand-
made items can be
dropped atthePCUW
office from 7:45a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and
7:45a.m. to2:45p.m.
Friday.

Should your company

or group like topartici-
pate by hosting a drive
on-site or like to sponsor
items like coats or blan-
kets, contact Randi at
734-453-6879, ext. 5. For
more information, go to
www.plymouthunited
way.org.

Veterans dinner

The V.F.W. Post No.
6695,1426 S. Mill Street,
inPlymouth will host a
welcome home dinner for
all veterans of Iraq and
Afghanistan and their
familymembers 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7.
Membership sign-up for
the V.F.W. will be avail-
able, as well as hats and
pins for sale, music from
D.J. Koz, a 50/50 drawing,
a tincan basket raffle
and door prizes.

All Iragand Afghani-
stan veteran, plus one
guest, will be admitted
free. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $8 for children
at the door. All proceeds
will go toV.F.W. Post
6695. For more informa-
tion, call (989) 313-5407
oremail strawjazz®
yahoo.com.

PARC community

forum

The Plymouth Arts &
Recreation Complex will
hold a community forum
at7p.m. Monday, Jan. 8,
at the Penn Theatre, 760

Penniman Ave., inPly-
mouth. PARC will update
the community on its
future plans topreserve
and re-purpose the his-
toric former Plymouth
High/Central Middle
School into an arts and
recreation center and
add anew Performing
Arts Center as well as
respond to questions.

Everyone isinvited to
witness the progress
made since itsinception
and share in the vision
for the future. Prelimi-
nary designs, siteplans
and renderings of the
facilities will be on dis-
play and available for
public review.

PARC isa501(c)3
public charity. For more
information, contactDon
Soenen at 734-516-4053 or
dsoenen@gmail.com.

Baseline Folk
Society

The Baseline Folk
Society continues its 13th
season at The JWH Cen-
ter for the Arts, Ply-
mouth Community Arts
Council, at 774 N. Shel-
don Road.

Tickets are $5 at the
door, including perform-
ers. Sign-up for open mic
startsat 6:15p.m. and
ends at 6:40 p.m. Perfor-
mances are the third
Saturday of each month,
September through May.

Music at the Elks

Blues @ The Elks hap-
pens 7-10 p.m. the second
TYiesday of each month at
the Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge No. 325 in
partnership with the
Detroit Blues Society
(vww.detroitblues
society.org). There isa $5
donation at the door and
bring your dancing
shoes.

Jazz @ The Elks hap-
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last
Tuesday of each month.
There isa $10 donation at
the door, which includes
hors d oeuvres.

The Plymouth Ann

Ifa special
mold isused
for baking
shortbread,
the finished
product will
be especially
attractive.
DIANEK BRT

sides of the bowl.

» Grease the glass pie
plate, pat down the dough
with flour on your hands.

» Prick witha fork.

» Place in the center
of the oven.

» Do notdouble the
recipe, begin again with a
second batch.

Arbor Elks Lodge No. 325
isat41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth. For
more information, call
734-453-1780, go to
www.plyaa325.comor
email jazzattheelks
©gmail.com.

AARP TaxAide
looking for
volunteers

Every year, AARP
provides free income tax
preparation services for
seniors and other moder -
ate income families from
February through April.
AARP islooking fornew
volunteers tobecome tax

Ob1ts

» After 45 minutes in
oven, tap with finger. If
leaves a dent, bake long-
er. Top will be golden
brown.

» Remove from oven,
place on a cooling rack.

» Run knife around
edge. After cooling in-
vert on flat surface and
cut into squares.

» After the cookies
are cool, place them inan
airtight container.

The aroma of baking
shortbread iswonderful,
making the observers
eager tosample the
baked masterpieces.

After completing the
lesson, both Friedman
and Snyder were delight-
ed to learn the basics and
the finer points of suc-
cessfully making the
recipe.

“The ingredients are
so simple, but the proc-
ess iscomplex,” Snyder
said. “l will definitely try
tomake shortbread. Itis
such a treat.”

“The whole experi-
ence tookme back tomy
own Scottish heritage,”
Friedman said. “Now 1
can pass italong tomy
daughter and sister. 1 ve
got the ingredients and |
am ready toproceed. Itis
an art form. Valerie was
so gracious in teaching
us,”

Derricksoldest son
always says, “I’ll see you
at Christmas and bring
shortbread!”

Now perhaps, many
more familiesmay bene-
fitfrom Derrickskind-
ness and thoroughness in
passing along the Scot-
tish tradition of making
shortbread cookies.

D/aneK. Bert isa Bloomfield
Hillsresidentwith a Ph.D. in
educational psychology from
Wayne State University. She'sa
regular contributor to the
Birmingham Eccentric. She can
be reached at
dkbert617@gmail.com.

counselors. You should
know how touseacom-
puter and the internet,
and be experienced with
income tax preparation.

Training will be pro-
vided to learn the tax
software and tax law, to
prepare you for certifica-
tion. Training classes in
mid-January are being
scheduled now. Volun-
teers are expected to be
active about one day per
week during the tax sea-
son.

You can apply by com-
pleting an application
online at aarpfoundation
.org/taxaide or call
888-227-7669.

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visitmideathnotices.com/place.php

Mary E,Nagy

HARSENS ISLAND -
74, of Harsens Island,
ML, and formerly of
Livonia, M1 Novem-
ber 23, 2017. Dear
wife of John J.Beloved
mother of Mariana
(William) Witt and Re-
gina (Daniel) Steinert.
Dear grandmother of
Caroline Witt, Gibson
Steinert, and Camden
Steinert. Funeral mass
11:30 A M Thursday
December 28, 2017 in
the Our Lady on the
River Parish St. Marks
Catholic Church,
Harsens Island, MI.
Arrangements by the
Gilbert Funeral Home,

Algonac, MI. www.
gilbertfuneralhomeinc.
com



HELPING SHAPE Y OUNG

Mahal Burr gives students
tools towork for social change

DAVID WATERS
MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL
USATODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Each week, thisseries has introduced
you to an exceptional American who
unites, rather than divides, our commu -
nities. To read more about the American
profiled here and more average Ameri-
cans doing exceptional things, visitone-
nation.usatoday. com.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - Mahal Burr had
trouble distinguishing right from left.
Her mother put mismatched socks on
her tohelp her learn.

Several vyears later, Burr, whose
mother is white and father Filipino,
started wearing different colored socks
again for another reason.

“ldidntwant tobe known as the white
girl or the Chinese girl or the Filipina
girl,” Burr said. “l wanted to choose my
identity. So I became known as the mis-
matched socks girl.”

Today, Burr helps seemingly mis-
matched young people in Memphis
choose their own identities and under-
stand and value those of others.

Burr, 27, iscommunity action coordi-
nator for BRIDGES, a nonprofit youth
leadership progiam that helps students
build relationships and work for social
change across racial, ethnic and income
divides.

Burr was building bridges long be-
fore she began working for an organiza-
tionnamed for them inaMississippiRiv-
er city defined by them.

Her given name is a sort of bridge.
Mahal means “love” in Tagalog, a lan-
guage spoken by her Filipino father. It%
also short for Mahalia, as in Mahalia
Jackson, her Mississippi-born mother’
favorite gospel singer.

Burrs families span two continents
and multiple faiths, including Muslim,
Jewish, Baptist, Presbyterian, Catholic
and Quaker, as well as atheistand agnos-
tic.

“] often see myselfasabridge,”Bun-
said. “l believe there is God, good and
love ineveryone.”

Everyone includes juveniles who are
in jail awaiting trial on charges such as
possession of drugs or firearms, assault,
rape or murder.

AtBRIDGES, Burrand her colleague,
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PEOPLE?S LIVES
Evan Morrison, organizedanew and un- MAHAL BURR
conventional leadership program called . .
Incarcerated Youth Speaking Out for Location: llemphis, Tenn.
Change. Age: 27

The program puts youth detainees in
front of police officers, political leaders,
church groups, students and others to
help them understand the root and sys-
temic causes of youth violence.

“We have to listen to the people who
are experiencing those problems first-
hand, and involve them in repairing the
systems that failed them,” Burr said.

Its a lesson she learned as a college
intern working with struggling single
mothers in Chicago, and as a college
graduate working with abused teen
mothers inMemphis.

“The solutions isntwhat we bring,”
she said. “Itswhat we find.”

Profession: Community
organizer

Mission: To involveyouth in
solving systemic problems
that affect their lives and
futures

ONE NATION
Nominate an American

Who areyour American heroes? Share storiesand nominees at
onenation.usatoday.com or via email to onenation@usatoday.com or posta
video submission to Twitter, Facebook or Instagram (no longer than 2 minutes,
please) with the hashtags #1AmAnAmerican #WeAreOneNation.
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Q&A W, TH MAHAL BURR

What does itmean toyou tobe an
American?

When 1 think of being American, | think of shame,
struggle and conflict within our country. Ithink of our
country, our government, our identity that claims
“American”tomean only the United States and our cel-
ebrated patriotichistory of white supremacy, genocide
and enslavement. And 1 think of the many people I
know, admire and linkarms with in fighting systemic
racism, sexism, heterosexism, classism, anti-Semi-
tism, ableism as well as other forms of oppression. |
think America isstill struggling toaccept all that itis,
and I wonder what American would mean ifwe em-
bracedFannieLou Hamer Squote, “Nobody % free until
everybody’ free.”

What moment touched and motivated you
to launch this effort?

Iknow the precisemoment. For an hour, the chief jailer
had been listening to 18 incarcerated youth share their
insights regarding the causes of youth violence and
then brainstormtheirown solutions. Then the chief jail-
er spoke. He said to the group, “l have just learned
things from you all that I never would have even
thought about otherwise.” Itwas in thismoment that
everyone in the room realized that not only do these
young men have insightful knowledge, but also that
theirknowledge and insightsare necessary tostrength-
en the systems that failed them.

What givesyou hope or what concerns

you-?

The more I know, the more concerns | have and the
more lrealizehowmuch needs tobe done, ifwe hope to
dismantle systemic oppression that causes so much

brokenness inour country: youth being kicked out of
schools into prisons; racial hatred and violence; sexual

objectification, abuse and discrimination. All of these
andmore are supported by systems inour society, and
we have the responsibility to dismantle them to build
something better. What gives me hope iswhen people
come together across experiences, age, socioeconomic
class, race and even jailsbars and begin listening, valu-
ing and acting on their combined knowledge for a col-
lective good.

What do you hope to accomplish through
your efforts?

My hope istocreate amechanismby whichwe get the
insight of firsthand experience at the table to crafting
solutions to systems that are oppressing marginalized
people inour society. Right now, those incharge of our
government, jails, law enforcement and schools are
like doctors who do not listen to the voices of their pa-
tients. In the words of one of the incarcerated young
men as he spoke to the youth of our city, “We need solu-
tions that include the insights and knowledge of people
who have experienced the problem firsthand.” Inmy
dream world, we would expand the idea of Incarcerat-
ed Youth Speaking Out for Change across the country
and beginawave of stronger, more informed and more
justgovernment, jails, lawenforcementand school sys-
tems.
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Man busted watching porn,
fondling himself in his car

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

A 34-year-old man was
caught masturbating and
looking at pornographic
images on his cellphone
while sitting inhis car in
a parking lot, a police
report said.

The 34-year-old West-
land man told police he
was doing itbecause his
wifewouldntapprove at
home, the report said, but
itdidntstop a Canton
police officer from

ticketing him for in-
decent and improper
conduct.

The suspect was
caught when apolice
officer patrolling along
Canton Center, south of
Ford, noticed a car inan
insurance company park-
ing lotabout 6:40 p.m.
Dec. 17, after the office
had closed. The officer
went to"investigate and
saw the man holding his
cellphone inone hand
and masturbating with
the other, with his blue
jeans pushed down to his
hips, the report said.

Don tfret about 529
I's a great gift for children

Q: Ihave a couple of
questions lhope you
can helpme with. A
number of years ago, 1
bought a 529 Plan for
my grandson. Some-
time next year, he will
startneeding some of
themoney. lwas told
by the 529 company
that Ican erther have
them send a check di-
rectly to the university
ar, iflwas going to pay,
theywould send me a
reimbursement check.
That istheway 1"mgo-
ing to proceed. My
question i,what docu-
mentation do Ineed?
The 529 company said rf
I'maudited, sup to
me to have the neces-
sary documentation.

My next question K, |
was told by a friend
thaton 529s, iflpass
away before the money
isused, my grandson
loses the money ; isthat
true?

A: First of all, congrat-
ulations on helping your
grandchild through col-
lege. I think helping
someone with their edu-
cation isa wonderful gift
and something that will
help them the rest of
their life. College has
gotten ridiculously ex-
pensive and anything
parents and grandpar-
ents can do to help share
the burden ismoney well
spent.

With regard todocu-
mentation, itslikemost
things inour tax laws -
ifyou are audited by the
IRS, isitup toyou to
prove the deduction. In
the case of 529 Plans, if
you are audited by the
IRS, itwould be up toyou
toprove that the money
was spent for a qualified
education expense. A
qualified education ex-
pense isbasically tuition,
fees, books and other
educated-related ex-
penses. Ifyou’re using
themoney from a 529

Plan topay tuition, a
statement from the uni-
versity would be suffi-
cient. Ifthemoney was
for books, a receipt from
the bookstore would be
sufficient. You need re-
ceipts toshow that the
money was spent for a
qualified education ex-
pense.

Documentation to
show expenditures for a
529 Plan isno different
than documentation you
would need toprove a
charitable contribution.
You don’tsend the docu-
mentation inwith your
tax return, but retain itin
your files in case the IRS
wants tosee it Obvi-
ously, the more docu-
mentation you have, the
better itis.

With regard towhat
happens to the 529 upon
your death, whoever told
you that you would lose
the money isabsolutely
wrong. Wliat happens
upon your death isyour
529 Plan continues to
exist. The only differ-
ence iswho the trustee of
the plan is. Currently,
you are the trustee and,
more likely than not,
when you established the
planyou named an al-
ternate to take over in
your place. Even ifyou
didnotname an alter-
nate, your grandchild
would still not lose that
money for college. What
Iwould recommend isto
contact your 529 Plan to
make sure that youVve
named an alternate. If
not, itcan provide you
the paperwork toname
one.

529 Plans are an excel -
lentway to save for a
childsor grandchild’s
college education. The

The man initially told
police he was driving
home from his job inAnn
Arbor and pulled over to
rest and urinate ina bot-
tle. Thing is, there was no
bottle in the car.

After the officer
asked theman topull up
his pants, his story
changed and he admitted
he had been masturbat-
ing, saying hiswife
wouldntapprove at
home.

dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: ©CantonObserver
734-972-0919

Plan -

beauty of these plans is
that, when money iswith-
drawn for a qualified
education expense, the
money iswithdrawn
tax-free. Itallows you to
save for a loved ones
college education on a
tax-free basis.

Not all 529 Plans are
the same. Some plans are
state-specific, which
means you can only use
them for higher educa-
tion in those states. Other
plans allowyou to use
them for any public or
private institution in the
country. In todaysworld,
where flexibility is the
key, Irecommend the
plans that give you great
flexibility and allow you
touse themoney
throughout the country.
Also what distinguishes
plans is the cost involved.
Some plans have higher
costs and commissions,
while others are commis-
sion-free. | like the plans
that are commission-
free, because itmeans
more money isgoing
toward your loved ones
education and not into
the hands of others. In
Michigan, you canbuy a
Michigan Education
Savings Plan directly and
have very low fees or you
can go through a finan-
cial adviser and pay
much higher fees.

529 Plans generally
have very lowminimums
and you e not required
tomake ongoing gifts. If
youre looking at making
a giftthatwill make a
difference insomeone’
life, a contribution to a
529 Plan isa wonderful
choice.

Good luck!

RickBloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www.bloomasset
management.com. Ifyou
would likehim to respond to
questions, email rick0®
bloomassetmanagement.com.

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownl1fe.com
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COLLEGE SOCCER

National spotlight s

SPO

Churchill grad Wynns, Sadler nab NJCAA All-America soccer honors

Tim Smith
hometownlrfe.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Back inthe day, Lauren Wynns start-
ed kicking a soccer ball somewhere in
Livonia.

Around that same time, on Jamican
soil, sodid Hakeem Sadler.

Neither Wynns nor Sadler could
have envisioned the success they would
someday have on the soccer pitch, par-
ticularly for Schoolcraft College in
2017. Their efforts were instrumental
inthewomensand men s teams both
enjoyingmammo th success.

Both recently were named National
Junior College Athletic Association
All-Americans - with Sadler a first
team selection and Livonia Churchill
alumWynns a second team choice.

“lwas confused, Isaw iton Twitter,”
the 19-year-old Wynns said about her
All-America selection. “lwas really

shocked.”

The sophomore for-
ward for the Lady Oce-
lots did give props to
Sadler, a midfielder who
was a catalyst in the run
tothe NJCAA Division I
championship game.

Meanwhile, Sadlers Ocelots went
18-1-0, capturing Michigan Community
College Athletic Association, Region
X1l and district titlesalong the way.

“Yeah, Hakeem, he% really good,”
Wynns said. “I'm really happy he got
it”

Wynns

Lofty praise

Striking a similar tone was Sadler, a
sophomore who scored 11 goals in his
lone season with the Ocelots after
transferring from Owens Community
College inToledo, Ohio.

See NATIONAL, Page B2

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL

Oakland®s Nick Daniels (right) battles for a
Showcase, junfuhan |Detroit free press

RTS

B3

TIM SMITH, EDITOR

TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-926-2237

hines on Ocelots duo

NJCAA firstteam All-American Hakeem Sadler (right) of Schoolcraft College shows his agility

during a game this season. Schoolcraft athletics

rebound with Michigan State's Kenny Goins during the first half of the College Baskethall

HE PROVES HE BELONGS

John Glenn alum Daniels
makes Golden Grizzlies
threat inHorizon League race

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Nick Daniels didn’tneed any help
from match.com, but playing basket-
ball for Oakland University has proven
to be the perfect marriage for the
fifth-year senior guard.

The 6-foot-1, 175-
pound lefty earned his
seventh start of the
season Dec. 16 against
No. 2-ranked Michigan
State as part of the Hi -
tachi College Basketball
Showcase atthe new
Little Caesars Arena indowntown
Detroit.

Daniels played 37 of the 40 minutes
for the Golden Grizzlies (6-5) in the
highly-charged, highly-competitive
meeting against the Spartans (10-1),
who broke open a close game down the
stretch for an 86-73 win.

Daniels finished with seven points,

Daniels

..is,trin

six assists and two steals before a
record and raucous crowd of 20,695,
the largest attended event so far in the
brief history of LCA.

“You had a lotof Michigan State
fans, but itwas a great atmosphere
and lwas glad tobe inthat atmos-
phere,” said Daniels, who was an-
nounced during the pregame introduc-
tions as “Nicky D.” “We played hard
and itjust shows how good we are
when we e all clicking on the same
page. We played as hard was we can
and we didntgiveup.”

Oakland, gettinga game-high 32
points from senior guard Kendrick
Nunn, appeared poised tobreak its
0-15record against M S U before being
outscored 18-5 down the stretch.

The Golden Grizzlies stayed within
striking distance by executing a sim-
ple game plan against the deeper, big-
ger and more talented Spartans.

“Just keep boxing out and dont let
them get the offensive rebounds,”
Daniels said. “That was the main thing
and pretty much getting stops and
valuing theball.”

So far this season, Daniels has aver-
aged a career-best 9.0 points per game
and has scored indouble figures four
times, including a season-high 21

“It5just been amazing
being there at Oakland.
They Ve treatedme very
well. Its beengreat
watchingme grow up at
Oakland.

NICK DANIELS
Westland John Glenn graduate

(matching his career best) inawin
over Texas Southern.

He isshooting 37 percent from
3-point range and 71 percent from the
foul line.

“lwanted him tobe the sixthman of
the year in the league, but he s played
so good that I had toput him in the
starting lineup and he 5 playing great
forus,” 0U coach Greg Kampe said.
“He s shooting the ball well. He % the
heart and soul of our team.”

After red-shirting his freshman
year due toa broken foot, Daniels has
appeared in 108 games for the Golden
Grizzlies, starting 38.

See DANIELS, Page B3
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BOYS HOCKEY

MIHL-KLM
Challenge helps
junior scouts
find talent

Hockey evaluators come to Livonia
for full day of games, discovery

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - WICHIGAN

When junior hockey scouts filed into.
LivoniasEddie Edgar Arena for the
debut MIHL-KLAA Challenge Show-
case on Dec. 16, they were handed a
thick booklet listing all teams and play-
ers to watch.

“Heady player with good motor,”
was the bookletsentry for Salem sen-
ior forward Tyler German. An entry
about Livonia Stevenson senior goalie
Will Tragge calledhim “a tirelesscom-
petitor’who “oozes hockey.”

Although its handy tohave a quick
reference - especially with 10 boys
high school games to view, not includ-
ing a “bonus”morning
game between KLAA
teams Livonia Franklin
and Grand Blanc -
scouts such as metro
Detroit-based Jon Frantti
already are well on the
way tohaving theirown
chapter and verse about
everyone from blue chip-
pers to so-called dia-
monds inthe rough.

Frantti, a scout for the
Fairbanks (Alaska) Ice
Dogs of theNorth Amer -
icanHockey League (a
Tier Il junior league),
said any notes and obser-
vations at the showcase would quickly
be plugged into hishome database.

Bargy

Work inprogress

With that, he can maintain “a run-
ning tab” on players throughout the
2017-18 season.

“Thatsbecause a particular player
could look really good one day and the
next time you see him he may notbe as
good,” Frantti said. “You definitely
need multiple viewings.”

He said he would be looking for
players with compete level, firstand
foremost. Other top traits include hock-
ey 1Q, skating ability and good hands.

Concurring was Zack Bargy, a scout
for the NAHL SMinnesota Wilderness,

See CHALLENGE, Page B2
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BOYS HOCKEY

Birmingham wins again; Farmington United falls in 0T

Marty Budner
hmetownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Siver, Brett Hutchison, Samuel Googa-
sian, Daniel Zalesinand Will Sanders
accounted for the other BU goals.

Birmingham Unified skated toa 3-0
first-period lead Dec. 14 and main-
tained that advantage the rest of the
game fora 7-4 victory over Clarkston at
the Detroit Skating Club inan OAA

White Division match-up.

Andrew Beggs led the way as the
Kings’lone multiple scorer. Andrew

NATIONAL

Continued from Page Bl

“Itwas good; congrats
to Lauren, also,” Sadler
said. “Itsa cool accom-
plishment for bothme
and Lauren and also the
school.”

The last time both
Schoolcraft teams were
honored with an All-
Americaplayer was in
2015. That year, honorees
were forwards Victor
Contreras and Shae van
Gassen (bothmaking the
second team).

“Hakeem worked
during the season to
understand what the
expectations ofhim were
and how to actualize his
potential,” said Rick
Larson, veteran head
coach of the Schoolcraft
mensprogram. “He

influenced this team inso

many ways and one of
those was to allow his
teammates tobelievewe
could.

“Hakeem simply had
the best postseason run
of any player I've
coached here at School -
craft College.”

Sadler, who lives in
Canton, cited a two-goal
game Nov. 15 against

CHALLENGE

Continued from Page Bl

also based inMichigan.

“I'dontthink you
really ever have a final
opinion, to be honest. You
have your assumptions,”
Bargy said. “But every
kid*s different. I like to
watch a kid four or five
times before I decide to
do anything.”

Bargy said he d be
looking for players with
key elements in their
game such as “speed,
skill, puck possession...
players that fit that
mold.”

Ifhe finds any players
that turn his head, hed
look at schedules and
make a return trip.

That doesntnecessar-
ilymean only potential
“star players” were on
Bargy smust-watch list.

“I think a lot of those
blue-chip kids, everyone
knows about, theyTe
easy to find,” Bargy said.
“I take pride in finding
those third- or fourth-line
guys that are going to
help us win.”

Doing their
homework

Scouts might drool
over players with Dylan
Larkin-like speed. Yet
slow and steady appar-
ently wins the recruiting
race.

“The good progranms,
teams, coaches and
scouts take the body of
work intoaccount,” said
Kyle Zagata, a scout for
the Aberdeen (S.D.)
Wings of the NAHL .
“And they watch over
time, watch how they
develop over time.

“We re not just taking
them for how good they
are right now, we re pro-
jecting how good they
can be. You definitely
want multiple views ofa
player.”

Wearing two hats
during the inaugural
event (spearheaded by
Livonia Stevenson head
coach David Mitchell)
was Andrew Whiteside,
an assistant coach and
director of scouting for
the NAHL SWilkes-
Barre/Scranton (Pa.)
Knights.

Nick Lamb, Lucas Bayagich, David

goalie.

Breaugh, Dane Hamilton (two), Mat-
thew Bachand, Beggs and Zalesinwere
all credited with assists.

Gabriel Barish was thewinning

Clarkston scored twice inboth the

Monroe College, during

national tournament pool
play, as a personal high-
light of the season. That

Whiteside nodded
when asked ifthe show-
case between the two top
high school leagues in
Michigan might be like
being a kid ina candy
store.

“For sure, there’
definitely some gems in
the rough in thisMichi-
gan hig;h school league,”
Whiteside said while
watching an early after-
noon game between Sa-
lem and Trenton. “This is
my firsttime watching
this level and I excited
to be here for the day.”

He said scouting
events such as the Dec.
16 one are crucial in fill-
ing needs; he noted that
the Knights will be look-
ing to replenish their
roster of forwards ahead
of the 2018-19 season.

According toWhite-
side, he found out about
the MIHL-KLAA Chal-
lenge Showcase via the
scouting software Rink-
Net, as well as “word of
mouth. Some players
from Michigan have had
success inour league.”

second and third periods.
MILFORD 3, FARMINGTON UNITED 2

win lifted the Ocelots
into the final four. One of
the goals came on a free
kick.

Chance to shine

The stands and corri-
dors of Eddie Edgar Are-
nawere filledwithmany
other hockey scouts, who
bounced back and forth
fromRink A toRink B to
catch portions of as
many games as possible.
The starting times were
staggered for that rea-
son.

“Its showcasing high
school hockey inMichi-
gan and itsan event,”
Zagata said. “Theresa
lot of great hockey play-
ers in the area and
theres a lot of great
scouts coming towatch
them. At Aberdeen,
we Ve had lots of success
with Michigan high
school players.

“They Ve helped our
program and we Ve
helped them move on to
the next level of college
hockey....We re happy to
see itgrowing and events
like this are great for the
game.”

Stevensonk Mitchell
(whose team dropped a
tough 3-2 decision to
Orchard Lake St.Ma -

(@©D: In non-league action at the Har-
tland Sports Center, host Milford need-
ed overtime toovertake Farmington

United.

Milford held a 2-1 lead after the
opening period and the Flyers scored
once ineach of the first two periods.
The teams played a scoreless third
before the Mavericks won itin the

extra session.

Milfords three goal scorers were

Kozar. Blake Maddalena accounted for
both the Flyers’goals.
Hunter Bartholomew played in the

net for the Mavericks, while Colin

Flyers.

Tyler Conklin, Mitchell Balaka and Ben

“Itwas good; congrats tolLauren,
also. ItEa cool accomplishment for
both me and Lauren and also the

school”

HAKEEM SADLER, Schoolcraft All-Anerica player

“Itwas good. len-
joyed the entire season.
We came together as a
team,” Sadler said. “Es-
pecially going into the
regional finals and we
just kept fighting and
going after that. Thats
what brought us to the
national finals. Sadly, it
didntend theway we
wanted itto.”

Getting stronger

Wynnssteam nearly
matched themen s team
step by step. The Lady
Ocelots were undefeated
inconference play, won
Region XI1 and earned a
spot in the national tour-
nament. The teamsonly
losses were in that tour-
ney, finishingwith a
stellar 13-2-1 record.

“This year, we had to
adapt to a lot of
changes,”Wynns said.
“We had anew coach
(Joe Carver) and we lost
a lotof players last year,
so here were a lotofnew
people.

ry%), credited broadcast
journalist Sean Baligian
(who formerly worked
with Pete Krupsky,
broadcasting games for
the OHL Snow-defunct
Plymouth Whalers and,
later, the U.S. National
Team Development Pro-
gram) for helping the
event take root.

“Itwas something that
Sean Baligian and I dis-
cussed, doing something
like this,” Mitchel | said.
“We threw a date out
there and the coaches all
got on board with it It5a
collaborative effort.”

There was shiny hard-
ware, too. Because MIHL
teams enjoyed a 6-4 edge,
that league took home
thenew Challenge Show-
case Cup donated by
Livonia Trophy.

Mitchell added that
theMIHL-KLAA event
was put together to sup-
plement the MIHL Prep
Hockey Showcase, held
each February atKenne-
dy Ice Arena inTrenton
— which he called “our
Super Bowl” - togive
players another chance
to be seen by scouts.

“But we were stronger
because we worked
throught itall together. It
was reallynice going to
nationals again. A dynas-
ty, kind of.”

Although winning isin
the DN A ofboth School -
craft programs, with a
long track record ofma -
jor success, new state-of-
the-art soccer facilities
on campus provided an
extra lift.

Moreover, benefits of
the pristine St. Joe %
SportsDome and ad-
jacent soccer stadium
should provide long-term
benefits, they agreed.

“l think the new facil-
ities attract a lotof play-
ers, because there’s just
so high-quality,”Wynns
said. “Itsnice incentive
to go to Schoolcraft, get-
tingtoplay inanice
facility like that.”

Sadler said School -
craft’ facilities “let us
work on our craftand get
better each and every
day. So itwas wonderful,

And that extra look
could mean the differ- «
ence between a player
finding a future home in
the Tier Il junior ranks
or not - especially ifa
player has a shaky game
the first time around.

“You hope a kid
doesntcome out and
(have) a poor perfor-
mance,” Zagata said.
“You never want toput
that pressure on a kid.
Thatswhy I thinkmore
of these are needed, so
kids become used to
them, so they don’tput
all the weight on one
game, because the good
scouts will find players.
The good teams and play-
ers are found. Iftheyrea
good player, it’s not just
this game. They will be
found.”

Viable path

The pathmany play-
ers take from high school
to college teams travels
through the junior hock-
ey ranks.

The “high, high-end
talent goes to the USHL,”
Frantti said, referring to
the (Tier I)United States

Woods was between the pipes for the

Farmington United also recently fell
to Rochester and Rochester Hills Ston-
ey Creek, both by a 6-3 score.

mbudner@hometownlife.com

to be honest.”

Icing on the cake

The NJCAA All-Amer-
ica honors should help
Wynns and Sadler con-
tinue their soccer ca-
reers; both want to con-
tinue playing at a four-
year college.

Yet they won t forget
the past - how they
worked to get to this
point of their lives.

Wynns, whose 12 goals
was second on the teanm
toJamila Thombs, first
played the sport at age 6
or 7 for the Livonia City
Soccer Club.

Then came four sea-
sons with LivoniaChur-
chill. She also played for
AC Milan-Detroit, which
inJune merged with the
Michigan Wolves-Hawks
Soccer Club.

Itall helped her pre-
pare for two big years at
Schoolcraft.

Tersonally, it% just
allmy hardwork
throughout my lifein
soccer,” she said. “I've
been playing forever and
itsnice to get recog-
nition and that great
award.”

tsmith@hometownlrfe.com
Twitter: @TImSmith_Sports

During this
MIHL-KLAA
Challenge
Showcase
game,
Cranbrook
Kingswood"s
Hugh
Lambert
(right) takes
a shot
against
Plymouth
goalie
Brendan
Olepa.
MICHAEL
VASILNKK

Hockey League.

“There%a lotof guys
thatdontmake that
league that end up inour
league that end up with
scholarships,” Frantti
said. “You can look at the
website and the numbers
speak for themselves.”

With the number of
elite high school hockey
programs inMichigan
continuing togrow (De-
troit Catholic Central,
Brighton, Hartland,
among many others),
scouts deciding to spend
a full day watching
games inLivoniawas
like a back-door tap-in.

"l think there% a lot of
talent here in high school
hockey, its definitely
underrated,” Bargy said.
“Itsproven every year
that theresplayers.”

The showcase helped
scouts write the preface
in the stories of many
young hockey players.
The exciting chapters
are yet to be written.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports



COLLEGE RECRUITING

Sacred Heart senior to swim at Kentucky

Marty Budner
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
WICHIGAN

Caroline Szydlowski is
a high-caliber compet-
itiveswimmer who at-
tends Academy of the
Sacred Heart High
School inBloomfield
Hills.

Even though Sacred
Heart does not sponsor a
varsity swim team, Szy-
dlowski will attend the
University of Kentucky
ona swim scholarship.

How in
the world
did that
happen?

Itssim-
ple.

Szy-
dlowski isa
product of
the national ly-renowned
Oakland Live Y ers Swim
Club.

The 18-year-old Sacred
Heart senior has been in
the Live Y ersprogram
since age 6. She 5 elevat-
ed her talents to the point
where Kentucky swim
officials, inparticular
former Olympian and
head coach Lars Jorgen-
sen, were excited to
recruit the talented long-
distance swimmer.

Jeff Cooper, the long-
time Live Y %ers head
coach, isnot surprised.

“Caroline isgood
enough and her potential
is definitely an upside,”
said Cooper, in his 31st
year of coaching, the last
23 for the Live Y ‘ers.
“She isa big, strong girl.
Sheshuiltlikea Division
I swimmer.

“I've known Lars for
years and he was one of
the best distance swim-
mers inthe country,” he
added. “He 5 a distance-
minded coach, so he
knows what her potential
isgoing to be at that
level. Its really a good fit
for her.”

Szydlowski

Falling for the
campus

Szydlowski said she
went toKentucky on a
visitwith her parents
between her sophomore
and junior years and fell

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Marian?s b

Marty Budner
hometownl " rfe.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Catholic League pow-
ersMarian and Mercy
renewed their basketball
rivalryDec. 15inBloom-
fieldHills. Both teams
entered with an undefeat-
ed record and their first
encounter of the season,
as usual, featured spir-
ited competition.

The Mustangs, playing
their firsthome game,
survived for a 53-46 vic-
tory thanks toa ferocious
fourth quarter sparked
by juniorsMegan Kraus
and OliviaMoore.

The win keptMarian
undefeated at 5-0 overall,
3-0 in the Catholic

DANTELS

Continued from Page Bl

During his first three
seasons, Daniels aver-
aged a consistent 6.3,6.5
and 6.2 points per game.
As a sophomore, he start-
ed 24 games and, inhis
first season (2014-15),
made the Horizon League
all-freshman team.

“My role isjustbeing
me, justbeing myself,
play the game, ” Daniels
said. “Kampe lovesmy
game. He knows Im a
great player, so justbe
myself, don’tdo anything
out of the extraordinary.
Be a leader on the team,
a distributor and shoot
the ball. I can shoot the
ball real well and thats

in love with the campus.
The Oakland Township
resident committed to
Kentucky at the begin-
ning of this school year
and signed her national
letter of intent Nov. 8 at
Sacred Heart. She had
considered lowa, Deni -
son (Ohio) University
and Miami (Ohio) Univer-
sity, but Lexington was
really her heartfelt desti-
nation all along.
“Idontknow ifitwas
a goal, but lalways ex-
pected to swim incol-
lege, wherever itwould
be,” said Szydlowski, who
plans tomajor inpre-
med. “Kentucky has a
great team with great
academics and has a
great environment over-
all. I'm really looking
forward to it.”
Szydlowski said she
simply worked hard in
academics during the
day atSacred Heart
while pursuing per pas-
sion for swimming with
the Live Y ’ers after
school hours. She was
never bothered by the
fact Sacred Heart did not
have a swim team.
“Inever really paid
much attention to it, that
we didnthave (aswim
team at Sacred Heart),
because Iwas swimming

ig fourth quarter

League. Mercy fell to5-1,
3-linthe league.

“(Both teams) have
good kidswho work hard
and give good efforts,”
longtime Marian head
coachMary Cicerone
said. “Itsbeen a great
season forus sofar. My
kids are working hard
andwe re5-0and who
can complain about that?

“I just think the differ-
ence tonightwas when
Mercy went toa zone in
the fourth quarter, we
were able toget inside a
bit,” she added. “My as-
sistantMike Hawkes
drew up aniceplay for
me inpractice and it
worked, like, three times
inarow. Mercy had to
adjustand come out of it
andwe were able to close

what 1do.”

He# a favorite
Daniels has evolved
intoone ofKampe % fa-
vorite players, both on
and off the court.
“Iwould tell you I love
Nick Daniels and Imight
love him more than any
other player I've ever
coached,” said Kampe, in
34th season overall at0 U
and his 19th since the
Golden Grizzlies moved
toNCAA Division I. “He
just loves the fact that he
plays at Oakland. He is
what Iwant every kid to
be. He 5 justaphenome-
nal kid, but he wears his
heart on his sleeve. If
somebody saidyou can’t
play at Oakland...he™d
probably go home and
cry. He just loves being

atOLY all year around,”
Szydlowski said. “It
wasn’tlike lwasnt
swimming atall during
the high school season.

“OLY isavery elite
team, so training with
them would very much
helpme toswim incol-
lege,” she added. “They
work you very hard, so
that you re ready for
anything.”

Improvement in the
pool

As ayoung swimmer,
Szydlowski started her
career at Twin Lakes
Country Club, spent time
with the Utica-Shelby
Swim Club and ultimate-
ly earned a roster spot
with the Live Y %rs.

She made her firstbig
splash with the Roches-
ter-based club in the
10-under division, when
shewas amember of two
club-record relays teams
(200 medley and 200
free), both of which stand
to this day.

As Szydlowski ad-
vanced through the age
divisions, she made con-
stant improvement. By
the time she entered
Sacred Heart, she began
to find her niche as a
distance freestyler.

Szydlowski now spe-

itout.”

The game was back
and forth through the
first three quarters, with
seven lead changes and
five ties. The Marlins
held a slim 21-19 halftime
lead and, with both teams
scoring 11 third-quarter
points, maintained that
two-point advantage,
32-30, heading into the
final eight minutes.

Then the game turned
inMarian’s favor.

Marian started getting
the ball inside against
MercySzone. The Mus -
tangs scored the first six
points of the fourth quar-
ter on down-low baskets
fromUche lke, Kraus
and Moore to take a 36-32
lead and never looked
back.

is di

cializes inthe mile free-
style (66 lengths), 1,000
free (40 lengths) and 500
free (20 lengths). Consid-
ered one of the nation’s
top distance racers, she
swim the mile in less
than 17 minutes.

“You practice for (the
mile) by doing pace. You
usually dontthink about
how long itis,” she said.
“lusually don’tlook at
the counter until itsays,
like, 60_.1dontmind
doing that long of a race
atall.”

If she competed in
high school, Szydlowski
would be one of the
state’ top 500-yard free-
stylers (the longest race
on the prep circuit). The
high school girls season
runs from August
throughNovember and
includes multiple dual
meets, a few invitationals
and, ultimately, the state
championship meet.

The Live Y %rs, by
contrast, have a compet-
itivemeet roughly every
month, including the
MCSA ClosedHoliday
Invitational recently
hosted by the Flint
YMCA. She figures to
again compete in the
nationals next March in
Orlando as one of the
country’ top long-dis-

fference

The Marlins got within
two points twice in the
middle part of the quar-
ter, but Marian continued
to execute offensively,
defensively and at the
free-throw line to regis-
ter the deceiving seven-
point triumph.

“Itwas close all the
way and we were up by
two points at the half, but
I thoughtwe leftsome
points on the board in
that first halfbecause we
missed some free throws
and we had some turn-
overs that led to some
baskets by them,”Mercy
head coach Garry Morris
said. “We had a slow start
to the third, but stillhad a
two-point lead. Then we

See MARIAN, Page B4

Oakland guard Nick Daniels is introduced during the first half
of the College Basketball Showcase against Michigan State at
Little Caesars Arena, junfu han |Detroit free press

here.”

And the feeling is
mutual for Daniels, who
arrived at Oakland as

Glennsall-time scoring
leader and four-year
varsity player. Daniels
had offers from a couple

in win

tance swimmers.

“Caroline was a very
good swimmer when she
was younger. She wasn’t
exceptional, but she was
good,” said Cooper, a
former 13-time All-Amer-
icaswimmer and team
captain at Oakland Uni -
versity. “When she got to
be about a sophomore in
high school iswhen she
started tocome on the
scene. She started to
trainatamuch higher
level.

“What was happening
is that she was getting
stronger, getting bigger
through our process by
laying a big aerobic foun-
dationwhen she was
younger. All of a sudden,
you startswimming fast-
erwhen you get older.
The kids start separating
themselves as high-level
swimmers and startcom-
peting ata high level
nationally.

“Her strength is that
she has a fantastic aero-
bic capacity,” he added.
“Much likea marathon
runner, Caroline has a
fantastic aerobic engine.
A lot of that isnatural,
but she can just maintain
a pretty high aerobic
pace for a long time. A
lot of kids can’tdo that.
Its just a gift she has.”

Prepared by Sacred
Heart

Szydlowski isnot the
only Live Y ®ers standout
who will swim incollege
next year without having
participated on a high
school team.

Twins Claireand Lucy
Schenden are seniors at
Rochester Hills Stoney
Creek and will swim next
year atMichigan State
University. Unlike Szy-
dlowski s situation at
Sacred Heart, Stoney
Creek does have avarsi-
ty swim team.

Samantha Ekleberry
was notamember of
Auburn Hills Avondale’
girlsswim team, but will
take her talents to the
University of Toledo.

Justin Glanda, aRoch-
ester resident and 2011
Bloomfield Hills Cran-
brook Kingswood High
School graduate, skipped

over

rival

his first three years of
prep swimming while
working with OLY. As a
senior, Glanda opted to
swim for the Cranes and
led them to a second-
place team finish at the
Division 3 state meet,
where he was a double
individual event (200
free, 100 fly) champion.

“Itsvery common in
our program to have Kids
go tocollege who didnt
swim inhigh school,”
said Cooper, who esti-
mates heshad amini-
mum of 150 kids attend
college at all different
levels during his tenure
with OLY. “I've been here
for 23 years and, more
than not, the kids who are
getting scholarships are
the kidswho are with us
but didntswim high
school.

“Its not that they don’t
want toswim high
school. High school
swimming isgreat. With
Caroline, there was no
option, since her high
school did not have
swimming.

“Whatsunique forus
isour program isde-
signed as basically a five-
to six-year development
process,” he added.
“When Kids are in sev-
enth and eighth grade
and they come intoour
program for the first
time, that begins the
process of where I try to
get them toby the time
they are 17 or 18 years
old- getting them ready
to go off to college.”

Itwas the Oakland
Live Y ers program that
prepared Szydlowski for
college athletics. Sacred
Heart provided the ex-
cellentacademic experi-
ence for which she will
forever be grateful.

“Sacred Heart isa
great school,” she said.
“Itreally prepares you
for a lot. It5 really hard
academically and it
keeps you busy. “

Szydlowski plans to
maintain that same rigor-
ous work ethic she
learned atOLY and ASH
at Kentucky.

mbudner@hometownHfe.com

Mercy

Marian senior center Uche lke (left) looks for a good scoring
opportunity against Mercy forward Jessica Mruzik. narty

BUDNER

of other Mid-American
Conference schools, but
settled on OU.

“Itsbeen great,” Dan-
iels said. “lVve seen the
growth that I've had. It%s
justbeen amazing being
there at Oakland.

They Ve treatedme very
well. Itsbheen great
watchingme grow up at
Oakland.”

Daniels will graduate
fromOU inMay. He isa
double major incommu-
nication and journalism.

“lwant tobe a report-
er, like you,” Daniels said
witha laugh. “Idont
know where I1Mlbe,
haven’tthought about it
I justwant towin the
Horizon League right
now.”

Kampe has guided the
Golden Grizzlies to the

NCAA tournament three
times, the last in 2011.

Daniels would like
nothing better than going
out in style his senior
year by winning the all-
important Horizon
League tournament, set
for March 2-6 at Little
Caesars Arena.

GettingtotheNCAA
tournament would be the
ultimate match made in
heaven.

“Our main focus is the
Horizon League,” Daniels
said. “lwishwe could
have won (vs. MSU), but
we Ve got tomove for-
ward now. We Ve got to
put ithehind us and move
on.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: OBrad Emonsl



PREP ROUNDUP

anton

Coaches and team
representatives are invited t
sendgame information and
story tips to LIV-sportsd
hometownlife.com. Game
information will be accepted
up to24 hours after the game
ends.

Boys basketball

CANTON 86, LIVONIA CHURCHILL
28: To say the Canton Chiefsare offto a
hot start this season would be an un-
derstatement, especially after a 58-point
win Dec. 19 against the visiting Chargers.

Canton, 4-0 overall and 2-0 inthe KLAA
Black Division, got out to a 27-4 lead after
one quarter and enjoyed a huge 53-11
halftime advantage.

Six players reached double figures for the
Chiefi led by B. Artis \fhi te (16 points),
Vinson Sigmon (13 points) and Ben Stesiak
(12 points). Helping the cause with 11 points
were Chase Meredith and Darius Robinson
while Eian Barker scored 10.

Livonia Churchill dropped to 2-3 overall
and 0-2 in the division.

JOHN GLENN 62, SALEM 46: A
15-point night by Westland John Glenn"s
Joe Moon 1V sparked the Rockets to this
Dec 19 win.

For the Rocks, Jordan Ingram and Amit
Tiwari scored 11 and nine points, re-
spectively.

WAYNE 59, PLYMOUTH 50: Tre
visiting Wi ldcats trailed 16-6 after one
quarter and could not make up the deficit in
a KLAA Black game played Dec. 19.

MARTAN

Continued from Page B3

had a lotof defensive
breakdowns in the fourth
quarter.

“They started going
inside and I'm notdis-
creditingwhat they were
doing, but thatsalsoon
us-We were justmaking
mistakes defensively,” he
added. “But overall, I
thought itwas a good
game forus.We have a
lotof young players and
itwas a good learning
experience. You d like to
learn from awinning
game, butwe Ml just learn
from thisgame and get
back towork.”

Following are the
game s three stars:

MEGAN KRAUS

cruises past Livonia Churchill, 82-28

Salem®s Jenna Sydlowski
(left) puts up a shot, while
Westland John Glenn®s Leah
Kennedy tries to thwart the
bid. JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS
PHOTO

Isiah Lewis led the host Zebras with 21
points, while Rashad Williams (13 points)
and Va“Shawn Ward (10) helpeed the
Wayne Memorial cause.

For Plymouth, Anthony Crump registered
21 points while AJ. Neal scored 10.

STEVENSON 87, HOWELL 66: After
emerging with a 22-20 lead afterone

The 5-foot-11 forward,
who did not start, came
off the bench to finish
with 12 points. All five of
her baskets came in the
pivotal fourth quarter on
layups, including a put-
back of her own offensive
rebound at the 5:48 mark,
which gave Marian a
34-32 lead, an advantage
itnever relinquished.

Kraus, who had her
best game of the season,
according to Cicerone,
had at least three key
rebounds in the fourth
quarter and a clutch
blocked shot with just
over two minutes leftto
keep the Marlins from
gaining any type ofmo -
mentum.

“Megan Kraus played
a heck ofa game. She
rebounded and she was
tough,” Cicerone said.
“She probably weighs 120
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quarter Dec. 19, Livonia Stevenson pulled
away towin thisKLAA Gold Division
matchup.

For the Spartans (3-0,2-0), Devin Dunn
led the way with 32 points while Parker
Graham tallied 19 points (14 in Stevenson®s
23-point second quarter). George Ferguson
scored 13.

Howell (3-1,1-L)was led by Jack Palo and
Johnny Shields, who scored 26 and 20

points, respectively.

Girls basketball

NOVI 44, GRAND BLANC 43: 0n
Dec. 19, senior guard EllieMackay had 17
points, seven rebounds and two assists as
the host Wildcats (4-2,1-1) rallied in the
final quarter todown the Bobcats (4-4,1-1)
ina KLAA Gold Division game.

Ireland Whalen and Juia Lalain chipped in
nine and seven points, respectively, for
NovL

Zada Lacy and Sacsha Greene paced
Grand Blanc with 16 and 14 points,
respectively.

WAYNE 81, PLYMOUTH 59: Wayne
Memorial senior guard Camree Clegg led all
scorerswith 28 points and junior guard
Jeanae Terry contributed 24 points and nine
assists to spark the visiting Zebras (3-2,2-0)
to thisKLAA Black Division win on Dec. 19.

For Plymouth (3-2,0-1), Chantal LeDoux
scored 24 points and Rebecca Przybylo
added 12.

CANTON 32, CHURCHILL 19:0n
Dec. 19 at Livonia Churchill Ashley Criscen-
ti*sdouble-double (11 points, 10 rebounds)
was the catalyst for Canton (3-2,2-0).

Helping the Chiefs” cause with seven
points and 10 boards was guard Alaina
Heitmeyer. Takanta George scored five

pounds, almost six-foot,
yet she was tougher than
nails in there. Megan was
the difference.

“Shemade some tough
shots for us and got a lot
of good rebounds and
blocked some shots,” she
added. “She was very
good today. Iwas very
proud of her today.”

Morris also took note
of Kraus s fourth-quarter
performance.

“I thought (Kraus) had
a huge fourth quarter,”
Morris said. “She scored,
got some great position at
times and she got some
put backs. I thoughtcom-
ing down the stretch, she
was the difference.”

OLIVIAMOORE

Marian’ talented
third-year varsity veter-
an matched Kraus witha
dozen points, all in the

PREP ATHL

points for the Chargers (2-3,0-2).

"We played some pretty solid defense
holding Churchill to just five points in the
ﬁr_%thalf,” Canton coach Rob Heitmeyer
said.

Canton led 10-2 after one quarter and
15-5 at halftima

HOWELL 61, STEVENSON 21: Alexis
Miller scored 41 points to carry Howell to
this Dec. 19 victory.

For Livonia Stevenson, Sarah Tanderys
canned five treysand finished with 17
points.

SALEM 57, JOHN GLENN 51 @
OT): The visiting Rocks needed double
overtime on Dec. 19 to get past Westland
John Glenn. Salem improved to 5-0 overall
and 3-0 in the KLAA Black Division.

Boys hockey

FRANKLIN 4, GRAND BLANC 1:A
four-goal third period Dec. 20 propelled
host Livonia Franklin to bounce back from a
1-0 deficit against the Bobcats.

Scoring for the Patriots (insuccession)
were Trevor Van Vliet, Hunter Musser, Trey
Ziebol and Dakota Keaton (empty netter).

Playing a strong game innet for the
victorywas Will Augustine.

CHURCHILL 3, SALEM 2 (@ON): On
Dec. 20 at Livonia’s Eddie Edgar Arena,
Jordan Venegoni scored at 5:06 of overtime
to give Livonia Churchill the KLAA Black
Division win.

Also scoring for the Chargers were Zack
Vendittelli and Adam Sinclair. Helping the
cause with 28 stopswas goalie Chris
Sergison.

Garnering both Salem goals was Colin
Goleniak. Taking the loss in netwas Max
Van Wert (25 saves).

second half. She helped
keep the Mustangs in the
lead by making five of
her six free throws inthe
final minute, when the
Marlins were fouling in
hopes of getting back into
the game. Moore was a
sparkling 8-0f-10 from
the charity stripe.

In addition, Moore
played a key role in
breakingMercy’ zone
press, which caused a
few fourth-quarter prob-
lems but never didman-
age tochange themo -
mentum completely.
Moore effectively
brought the ball upcourt
and found open team-
mates tobreak down the
press.

“They contained Olivia
reallywell, but she did a
great job of running the
whole offense, her and
Sophia (Mancini),” Cice-

HARTLAND 3, NOVI 2: Josh Albring
scored the game-winning goal from Jake
Behnke and Kiernan Carlilewith 11:04
remaing to give the state-ranked Eagles
(7-2,5-0) the KLAA Gold Divisionwin Dec.
19 over the host Wi ldcats (4-7,1-6) at Novi
lce Arena.

Brendan Tulpa and Behnke each finished
with a goal and assists.

Maanas Sharma (from Evan Chippa and
Nathan Graff) and Mitchell Grinshpun
(power play from Mike Small and Sharma)
countered with goals for Novi.

Brett Tome went all theway ingoal for
Hartland, while Ethan Hunsingerwas innet
for NovL

Gymnastics

NORTHVILLE 137.725, LIVONIA
RED 129.15: Junior Maria Scavnicky
posted a 9.1 on beam and captain Grace
Jankowski added a 9.05 on the uneven bars
as the Mustangs opened their dual meet
season with a KLAA victory Dec. 19 at
Livonia ChurchilL

CANTON 133.825, VASSAR 123.6:
Zoe Graves registered firstson uneven
parallel bars (8.65), floor exercise (8.7) and
all-around (34) as the visiting Chiefs
prevailed on Dec 16.

Also with solid showings for the 3-1
Chiefswere Annika Wang (firston balance
beam with a 9.1), Katherine Najduk (firston
vault, 8.85) and Rachel Socha, who took
second on four events (including 8.675 on
beam and 8.5 on floor).

Wrestling

REDFORD UN 10N DUALS: Northville
improved to 9-3 overall after sweeping the

rone said. “But she dida
lot of good things for us
besides scoring points.
They put thehammer
down on her, but she
broke their press, she
helped run the offense
and shemade some nice
passes for easy baskets.

“She usually scores a
lot of points for us,” she
added. “They may have
taken her points, but she
figured outaway tobe a
big contributor in other
ways.”

BELLA DUGAS/JENNA
SCHULTER

Dugas and Schluter,
Mercy % senior captains,
led their team in scoring.

Dugas finishedwith a
game-high 15 points,
including the game % first
five points. The 5-foot-11
forwardmade fivebas-
kets and was 5-of-6 from

“TE OF THE WEEK

field on Dec. 16 witha 5-0 record towin the
title including wins over Garden City
(66-15), Livonia Clarenceville (63-18),
Lutheran High Westland (57-15), Southgate
Anderson (52-24) and the host Panthers
(42-32).

Among those sporting 5-0 records on the
day for the Mustangs included sophomore
Brandon Liu (103 pounds), sophomore
Grant Gattonj (103), senior Adanm Lewis
(119), sophomore Nick Gattoni (140) and
sophomore Demir Tagani (285), the latter
whom sealed the championship with a win
against RU.

VMeanwhi le, senior Joey Nagy (140) added
a 4-1 record as he stepped up ina higher
weight class along with teammates Parker
Dietrich, Michael Merritt, Adam Zakariaand
Frank Cocca.

Bowling

PLYMOUTH®S DWYER ROLLS 300:
The third 300 game in Plymouth High
School history was registered Dec. 17 by
sophomore Chris Dwyer at the annual
Lakeland Invitational held at Century Bowl
inWaterford.

Dv/yer threw hisperfect game in the
second game of qualifying and followed
that up with a 256 score to finishwith a
two-game seriesof 556. Hisbig day nearly
lifted the Wildcats to a tourney champi-
onship, but they were edged out by the
Brandon Blackhauks.

On the girlsside, junior Maddie Harden
scored a 266 game and three-game series
of 692, becoming the firstPlymouth girls
bowler towin a tournament highgame and
seriesat the same event Her scoreline was
266-213-213.

the free-throw line.

Schluter played her
usual grindinggame as
she finished with seven
points. Freshman guard
Alexis Roberts hit for
eight points and fresh-
man forward JuliaBish-
op added six.

“Schluter has tohave
the ball inher hands so
many times and she was
solid just interms of
that,” Morris said. “And
Dugas was good, too.”

Marian was 17-0f-23
from the free-throw line
andMercy was 16-0f-26.
The teams actuallycom-
bined tomake more free
throws (33) than field
goals (31).

Mercy isoffnow until
Jan. 3,when itplays a
non-league game atPly-
mouth Salem.

mbudnerQhometownlife.com

TREVOR
De GROOT

SWIMMING
SENIOR

NORTHVILLE MUSTANGS

Northville senior boys swim-
mer Trevor DeGroot did what
he does best towin the Home -
town Life Prep Athlete of the
Week poll for the week ending
Dec. 15.

He finished strong to outlast
staunch competition.

Such was the case both in the
pool and in the poll - DeGroot
tallied 6,957 votes, more than
49 percent of the total 14,121
votes cast.

DeGroot‘s main competition
entering the final “lap” was
Canton senior girls basketball
player Carli Vaughan (6,021
votes, 42.6 percent). In third
place was Livonia Franklin
senior boys basketball player
Mark Mettie (1,009 votes, 7.15
percent).

WHAT HE DID: The Mustang
wop the poll thanks to a big-
time effort Dec. 12 against
defending Division 1 champ(pn
Birmingham Brother Rice.

He swept the 200- and 500-
yard freestyles in 1:48.49 and
4:59.34, respectively, to spark
the fifth-ranked Mustangs to a
94-91 victory over the Warriors,
ranked No. 3 in the state.

“For the past three years we
didn’t beat Brother Rice so |
was pretty excited heading

into this one,” DeGroot said. “I
really tried to focus inon those
races and we just had a great
team effort all-around.”
DeGroot said he “just felt good,
felt loose in the water. Ifelt like
Ihad pretty good turns.”

PERSPECTIVE: Northville coach
Rich Bennetts also stressed

to the Mustangs not to get

too wrapped up indefeating
Brother Rice.

“Coach Bennetts told us at the
end of the meet that itwas an
awesome win,” DeGroot said.

“But at the end of the day it
was justa dual meet. We have
bigger goals than that. It really
can’the the highlight of our
season.”

ABOUT WINNING AOW: DeGroot
said winning Athlete of the
Week is“an honor. Im happy
that people recognized swinm-
ming because its not in the
news too often. I'm thankful for
that.”

TO Vote for athlete of the week, go to www.Hometownlife.com/Sports
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YOUR LOCAL JOB LISTING FROM Li1vOoNIA OBSERVER

You shauld intervieviara jaoyou dontwant

PLACE YOUR RECRUITMENT AD INTHE LARGEST JOB NETWORK BY CALLING 1-800-579-7355 OR EMAIL MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM

BY MICHAEL HOON
THEJOBNETWORK.COM

1 ob hunting isa lot of
I work, whether you'e
unemployed or look-

ing while working. You put so
much effort into revamping
your resume, networking and
writing cover letters with the
hopes of landing something
truly great. And then, after
weeks or months of hunting,
there’s a bite— youre offered
an interview. But, you e not
excited. At all_.Maybe youe
waiting to hear back from
your dream company. Maybe
you re just hesitant to accept
anything less than awesome
before you Ve really gotten
yourself out there.

You might think the best
use of your time is to politely
decline and wait forsome-
thing better to come along.
But sometimes 5 smart to
take the interview, even when
you already know you dont
want the job. Here are some
reasons why:

You might find you do
want the job.

The jobyou don tthink you
want might turn out to be a
perfect fit. Part of the interview
process isforthe company to
sell you on the position (not
just foryou to sell yourself). Go
in, see the workplace and let
them woo you. Find out about
the company culture and meet

Continue your search
at jobs.usatoday.com

your potential coworkers. On
paper, its difficllt to get a
sense of what the day-to-day
of a job will be like. In person,
your perspective might shift.

Practice makes perfect.
The more you get used to
putting on your most profes-
sional clothes, signing inat
an unfamiliar front desk and
sitting in front of strangers
while they ask you about your
professional expertise, the
better you will get at the entire
process. Ifyou’re at the start of
your career or haventheen on
the market for a while, every
interview is excellent practice

GET ALERTS

Set up email alerts to receive
jobs that match your skills

for the next one you get. You’l
get your anecdotes down pat
and start to get a sense of the
questions managers inyour
chosen field ask at your level.
You’llwant to be as sharp as
possible for the interview you’l
get for your dream job. Get all
the kinks out when the stakes
are lowand you e not buzzing
with nerves.

You might meet
someone to connect
with down the line.

Its also always possible that
you will meet someone inthe
course of interviewing who
can lead you toyour dream

SHARE PROFILE

Post your resume and be seen
by top employers inthe area

GETTY IMAGES

jJob. First, ifyou get an appoint-
ment with a recruiter, they
often interview for nultiple
positions - and sometimes at
different companies. You never
know what networking wins
you might rack up - he or she
will keep you inmind for future
opportunities.

Second, ifyou make a great
impression but ultimately turn
down the position, you now
know a face and name at the
company. Maybe foryour next
move you’lwant to touch base
to see whats open. You can
absolutely do so ifyou rock
your interview- even ifyou
don ttake the job.

FIND ADVICE

Improve your search and interview
skillswith tips and ideas

You can use an offer
for leverage with other
companies.

Say you really want job X,
but theyTe dragging their feet
in making decisions or final
offers. Maybe youe even on a
third or fourth round of inter-
views. ButyouVe also inter-
viewed for jobsY and Z - and
both have made offers.

Now you can go back to X
and tll them other companies
are vying foryou. Donthe too
forceful or demanding: justbe
truthful.

You can politely &Il them
you have other offers on the
table and ask about their deci-
sion timeline. Being indemand
isalways a desirable trait.

Bottom lire: Be careful not
towaste your time, especially
ifyou re stillworking full time
and have to leave the office for
interviews.

Ifyou know there’ no pos-
sible way you want towork
ata certain company orina
specific position, donttake the
interview.

But, in general, keep an
open mind - you never know
how itmight play out.

Michael Hoon isa
career advice journalist for
TheJobNetwork.com, where
this article was originally
published. He investigates and
writes about current strategies,
tips and trending topics related
to all stages of one 3 career.
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Got tough shoes t fill?

FOR SALE- DEDICATED BaseCampLeasing.com (MICH)
Mull Ji] CUSTOMER, HOME
’ WANTED TO BUY When “help wanted" isan urgent
STOP OVERPAYING EVERY WEEK, matter, you want a fast, effective
FOR YOUR $65K+ ANNUALLY SCASHS PAID way to reach qualified local
PRESCRIPTIONS! AND EXCELLENT candidates.

INSTANTLY forPre-1975
Comic Books, Vintage: Star

I_ , Vintge uthe Observer & Eccentric Classifieds
Wars; Transformers/Gl Joe is the solution more employers turn
Action Figures; Video Games- 10
Systens; NagictheGathering/ when theywant results.
Pokemon Cards -CAE WILL
800-242-6130, buying®
getcashforcomics.com (MICH)

SAVE! Callour licensad
Canadianand Intermatioral
pharmacy, compare pricesand get
$25.00 OF Fyour firstprescription!
CALL 1-844-358-9925Promo
Code CDC201725 (MICH)

HELP WANTED-

BENEFITS PLAN?! CALI
888-409-6033 wm.DrivedRed.
com (6months experience and
COLA repired). (MICH)
MISCELLANEOUS
GOT LAND? QurHunters
villPay Top $$$ tohuntyour
lad. Call fora FRE infopacket
& Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.

That*swhy advertising in

For rates and placement information,
call one of our helpful sales reps

1
$5000 SIGN ON! today!

Find
what you
want n
CLASSIFIED!

List Your Opening In Print & Online
forOne Low Price!

Find your
new job
HERE!

The Observer & Eccentric Classifieds
in print & online!
phone
800-579-7355
fax
313-496-4968
email
oeads@hometownlife.com
online
hometownlife.com
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FINDING WORK
SHOULDN T BE WORK.

network

Get started by visiting
Jobs.usatoday .com

SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS

1 Wall St. whiz

4 Capote,
informally

7 Milky
gemstones

12 “Avatar™
actress Zoe

19 1,760-yard
footrace

21 Juliets lover

46 Brazils —
Paulo

50 Fastener
holding a
sleigh tirkler
in place?

53 Foreman foe

54 Moo —

56 Address with

22 Big name in dots init
hair care 57 Tomahawks
23 Puzzled 58 Takes fie
24 Shy around 61 Rides that
al of arentnew
humanity? 67 Debt note
26 Adorn big 69 Rogers or
shopping Acuff playing
centers? percussion
28 Letters on an as a child?
ambulance 74 Droid
29 Lavish 75 Fait accompli
i 76 Blights
78 Kin of karate
81 Poker player
Ungar
83 Sow, e.g.
32 More recent 85 See
33 Transport 10-Down
Kriss Kringle 86 Reason
on a smll, you might
wheeled give for not
cart? buying a
43 Middle name china plate?
of Mozart 93 Mother of
44 Yeats’*The Rajiv Gandhi
Wild Swans 96 Chatter
at— ”’ 97 Hurry
45 Teens skin 98 False frot
woe 99 Wi'th dignity
100
103 104 105 106
108 = 109
119 120
123
126

100 Vacation
in lalys
capital?

103 In
accordance
with

106 Profs” aides

107 Gigi™s ‘yes-

108 Voting place

109 Fancy carp

110 Earliest tune
that singer
Billyever
wrote?

119 Far off
driving one
Ford pickup?

122 Japanese
massage

123 Divided into
new districts

124 Hindu maxim
ool lection

125 "Bama rivel

126 Hypnotic
states

127 “Let’s lI¥”

128 Purview of
Gov. Cuomo

129 Dipso

DOWN

1 In— rush

2 Religious act

3 Urban model
— Chyna

4 Horse gait

5 Likely traffic
snarl times

6 Opens, as a
tomb

L

8 9

2

7 Sea predator

8 Billiards

9— nitate
(fLel
additive)

10 With
85-Across,
‘Dig i

11 — Canals

12 Gossipy
chatterer

13 Hoppy brews

14 Decree

15 Cellphone
components

16 Cursor, often

17 “Afflictio”
star

18 Birch cousin

20 Deer cousin

25 Pianist John

27 Prefixwith
liftor land

31 Big name in
frozen drinks

32 Part of NBA:
Abbr.

33 Capital of
Senegal

34 Brunch dish

35 Luxuriant

36‘Bad"
cholesterol,
for short

37 Vocal vote

38 Chem., e.g-

39 Multitude

40 Yule drink

41 Not sound

42 Actress

Langtry
)

31

38 39 40 4

44

63 64 65

101

102

107

46 Baseball™s
Red —

47 Pro

48 Go-aheads

50 Rightful
deserts

51 They show
certain
trasit routes

52 Actress Dern

55 Shanty

59 Tim of
Tootball

60— Poke
(candy)

62 “Do Ya'" gp-

63 Lion lair

64 B-to-F run

65 Suffixwith
drunk

66 Wish undone

68 Sun or moon

70 “Yes, that

o

71 1,051, to
Nero

72 Iroquois
tribe

73 Per annum

77 Doesn’texit

78 Inshdance

79 Yankee land

80 Small dollop

82 Arboreal

frogs
84 Intheway a

89 Snarling
mutt
90 Chart buster
91 “Sorta’ suffix
92 - -wee
Herman
94 = vall rotl"
95 Clunker
99 Adds
abundantly
100 Swear by
101 C-worthy
102 Polloi
lead-in
103 In two, say
104 Scatterer of
seeds
105 City square
109 Patella
locale
110 Certain bokt
holder
111 Altitudes:
Abbr.
112 Architect
Saarinen
113 Drescher
of ‘“The
Nanny**
114 Lashes
W)
115 Traffic clog
116 Redding of
soul
117 Canadian
fuel brand

lasswould 118 Deep desire
87 2011 Marvel 120 Company
Comics film abbr.
88 Problems for 121 ‘~ was
vain sorts saying ..."
13 14 15 16 17 18
67 68

114 115 116 117 118

128

129

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”
books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU

5 2

HereSHow ItWorks:

8 Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9

grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
3 solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and hox. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues

6 provided Inthe boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier itgets to solve the

2 puzzle!
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RESOLUTIONS WORD SEARCH

Find th«words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle
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WORDS

BRAIN
BUSINESS
CAREER
CLEANING
CLUTTER
CONCENTRATION
CONFIDENCE
DEBT
DIETING
DONATION
EDUCAHON
EXPLORATION
FINANCES
FITNESS
FOO0DS
FRIBLDS
GIVING
HABITS
HAPPINESS
HEALTHY
LIBRARY
WASSAGE
WEDITATE
ORGANIZE
PROCRASTINATION
RAISE
READING
RELATIONSHIP
RESOLUNON
RESUME
SALARY
SHAPE
SOCIALIZE
STRESS
TRAVEL
WORKOUT



IN FULL-SIZE AVALON, TOYOTA SELLS A SEDAN THAT
MAKES ITDIFFICULTTO SWITCH TO A UTILITY VERICLE

ItSunfortunate
that Americans
have been turning
away from sedans
and turning toward
utility vehicles in
such a rush over
the last few years,
because in doing
so they may be
bypassing great
cars like the 2017
Toyota Avalon.

Just like so many sedan nameplates
from the subcompact to the full-size
like Avalon, this Toyota car flagship
has been suffering from consumers’
mammoth pivot to crossovers and
SUVs. Its sales were down by nearly
28 percent through July compared
with a year ago, the worst relative
performance across Toyotals sedan
linewp.

But what a car folks are missing in
the 2017 Avalon. The latest version of
the sedan hasn’t been updated much
since the car was last done over in

By Dalle Buss

2013, but itdidn’thave to be: Avalon
is the optimal vehicle for people who
want a large sedan that is going to
keep them comfortable, yet in tune to
the road, whether theyte going on a
long-distance road-trip vacation or
.commuting every day.

Avalon starts at prices of $33,000,
which ison the high end for sedans
in its class. But it offers pretty much
everything that most folks would
want in a vehicle. It5 styled far less
conservatively than previous versions
and even progressively for the boomer
target audience

Avalon sports a powerful 3.5-liter
V6-engine thats couple with a six-
speed automatic transmission and
a well-tuned suspension. It provides
268 horsepower and 248 pound-feet
of torque, Yet Avalon isable to get up
to freeway speed of 60 mph injust6.4
seconds.

The car sports a decent 24mpg in
combined driving, 2ith 21mpg in the
cityand 30 mpg - very respectable for
a big car - on the highway. The EPAS

Uli

The Toyota Avalon ishandsome and incommand on the road

Professional

Service

dl your ress...

N2 Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for
Vintage Anthue & Other Valuable
Items: Single items to storage wnits o
estate sales Profe&lona courteous,
fair, honest, discreet older gertle-
man~. IDRIVE TO YOU. Coins, cos-
tume & flne*anelry knick knach
mllltary collections,
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C|Ul‘hl , Christmas, much more.
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starting fresh...
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Avalon®s rear seal canmake three adults confortable.

rating of Avalon for fuel economy and
greenhouse-gas emissions puts itata 5 e
on a 10-point scale, smack dab in the
middle.

Itsgotplenty of room for five adults,
including a capacious rear sat. Child
seats also fit easily into the rear row.
Visibility is great for everyone in the
car.

Theredalso lots of places for interior
storage including the center console
and side pockets in front and back.
Storage cubby holes fithoth keys and
wellets, and the center console is large.
The front section of the console also
conveniently acts as a nexus for power
cords that pass through a sliding panel
for two cellphones and auxiliary and
USB connections.

Ive always liked Avalon$ ample
trunk space too, which at 16 cubic feet
- withawide opening and low liftover
height on the hp - make it great for
loading and holding big and heavy
bags, golf clubs, and al manner of
other cargo thatwould be unworkable
inmost sedans. A ski pass-throughand

Real Estaite

split-folding rear seats are standard.

It5 not quite got the cargo utility
of even a reasonably sized SUV, but
Avalon’s capacity isnearly as close as
any sedan can come to that kind of
accommodation.

Avalon is very comfortable on
both highways and surface streets

Plenty of abies, fine trimwork

and handles much better than past
generations of the car, with a ride
that has firmed up yet which is
dtill easy to command. It% also got
luxury-level guiet inside the passenger
compartment.

And speaking of the interior,
Avalon offers high-quality materials
and excellent construction as well
as the choice of many high-tech
features. Now, for example, Toyota’
vaunted safety sense is standard on
al Avalons, including adaptive cruise
control, a lane-departure warning and
intervention system, forward collision
warning, automatic  pre-collision
braking and automatic high-beam
headlight control.

Still, I recommend checking out the
XLE Plus trim version of Avalon. It
provides many safety and convenience
features - including a sunroof, heated
outside mirrors with tum signals,
leather-trimmed heated front seats,
and so on - but at a reasonable price
tag of just $36,450.
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JUST ANNOUNCED. . . LEASE LOYALTY FOR
CURRENT CHEVY, BUICKAND GMC LESSEES!

2017 Cruze LT Hatchback 2018 Trax LS
MSRP $24,005 MSRP $21,945
STARTING AS LOW STARTING AS LOW

ASPLBE m AS §15, 48

*L.4LTurbo Engine o <1.4LTurho Engine

u6 -speed Automatic Transmission STOCK#172468 *6 -speed Automatic Transmission
*Remote Start n10Airbags

nHeated Seats *RearBack Up Camera

*8Vlay Power Seat nApple Car Play

*4GLTE Wi-Fi& More *4GLTEWi-Fi & More

24 Wonth Lease with $999 Down with 24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
aNON-Gl Lease GI ENPLOYEE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FORALL Bl Lease Loyalty

2017 Traverse LS AWD 2018 Stlveraco Double Cab LT 4x4
kel ST;“\A%2 fNﬁ’s%LSow
AS $26.15 AS $34.900

13.61V6 Engine -Ecotech4.3LV6 Engine
s wlstedogs it g
mAM/FM Touchscreen Radiowith Steering ;;roav:lilrngsggglpmentwnh gt
Wheel Radio Control *LED Fog Lamps & more
uBlue Tooth for Select Phones aSpray On Bedliner
«Steering Wheel Radio Controls / M O * . .
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

24 Nonth Lease with $999 Down with gy eypLOYEE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FORALL
GM Lease Loyalty

2018 E%Buinox LT 2018 Malibu LT

MSRP $27,
STARTING AS LO STANE{STRIPH??\’SQEOW

AS $23,593 AS $20,339

-1.5LTurbo Engine

16 Speed Automatic Transmission *|.SLTurbo Engine

« Color touch Screen Radio *6 Speed Auto Transmission STOCK#180745
«BlueTooth for Phone «Color Touch Screen Radio

mRear Vision Camera 1Blue T(_)ofch forPhone
#Push Button Start «Rear VisionCamera
. . sAluminumWheels
24 Nonth Lease with $999 Down with *Pover Driver Seat m
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

GM Lease Loyalty NON-GN L
aNON-GH Lease

ZOM]S-R7P T%Qoe LS 4x4 201M7SR(ngnD|€tSi|\BrachreW LT 4x4
BRSO STARTIIASLON
FSRERB

AS $37,738

«5.3LV8 Engine
-5.3LV8 Engine 16 Speed Auto Transmission

6 Speed Automatic Transmission STOCK #172797 aSpray On Bedliner STOCK#171803
820" PolishedAluminumWheels «Heated Front Bucket Seats

*Rear Vision Camera nllireless Charging
mRemote Vehicle Start $ «Trailer Brake Controller *
18" Chevy My Link Color Touch Radio «18BrightMachined Aluminum Wheels
- . «LED Lighting inthe Cargo Box
36 Month Lease with $999 Down with

SAVE OVER of frirtp

serrachevrolet.com FINDNEWROADS CONPLETE

CHeVRDLET CARE

GM Lease Loyalty

Showroom Hours

Monday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM CHEVROLET

Tuesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Thursday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM 28111 T_elegraph Road
Fridy  9:00 Al - 6:00 Pl Southfield, N 48034
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

We will be closed Monday December 25th www.serrachevrolet.com

asitigorover 0N TELEGRAPH-NORTH OF 1-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.CON | 1-866-MY-CHEVY orH66-692-4389
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