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Roads, drugs, legacy costs on agenda

Canton officials have an ambitious agenda for the upcoming year

Darrell Clem

hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Facing a new year of challenges,
Canton officials are moving toaddress
crumbling roads, fight the opioid crisis,
reduce retiree health care costs, ease
water rate hikes and tap into the auton-
omous car industry.

Its an ambitious set of goals that
comes after Canton during the past
year marked achievements such as
unveiling a new water storage facility,
securing a jointagreement with Wayne
County topave a gravel section of
Ridge Road and rollingout a new auto-
mated recycling program, among other
measures.

“Canton isa good place tobe,” Su-
pervisor Pat Williams said.

Williams, Treasurer Dian Slavens
and Clerk Michael Siegrist— Canton’
full-time elected officials— sat down
for a joint interview to discuss upcom-

Jessica Lentz tells her story of addiction and her journey in recovery, bill bresler jhometownlifecom

ing goals and reflect on the past years
successes.

After years of talks aimed at easing
water rate hikes, Canton entered a new
eraby usinganew 2.5 million-gallon
water storage facility to store water
and release itduring morning and eve-
ning hours of peak usage. That isex-
pected to ease water rate hikes from
the Great Lakes Water Authority.

Canton alsobegan sending all its
wastewater toan Ypsilanti fecility,
rather than partly to Detroit, inanother
cost-cutting measure. Williams said the
change has already saved Canton more
than $1 million during a six-month peri-
od.

Still to come, Canton isworking with
Northville Township and possibly Ply-
mouth Township tobuy GLWA water
jointly through the Western Townships
Utility Authority— another move offi-
cials say could ease, ifnot reduce, wa-

See GOALS, Page A2

A Canton task force is identifying road needs and seeking solutions to pay for repairs, bill

BRESLER |HOMETOWNL IFE .COM

THE LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY

Mom recounts her struggles with opioid addiction

Sharon Dargay
hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Jessicalentz walked intoa court-
room inMarch 2013 expecting towalk
out in handcuffs.

The Milfordmom had just spent two
weeks living alone inher car, using
whatever drugs she could findwhile
cruising Detroit’ west side. She had
relapsed twice after attending court-
appointed drug rehabilitationprograms
and, while on probation for felony retail
fraud, had been evicted from a sober
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livinghome for not paying her rent.

She dreaded her upcoming appear-
ance inOakland County Circuit Court,
knowing it likelywould be her last day
of freedom.

“I just wanted to die,” Lentz said. “I
didntthink Iwas going tomake itto
the court date because of the amount of
drugs lwas using. I 'had all this quilt
and shame.”
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The judge gave Lentz one last
chance tokick her drug habit and avoid
prison. Itwould entail spending a year
at Grace Centers of Hope, a faith-based
residential program inPontiac.

Four years later, Lentz, 31, isalive
and sober.

She, her husband Jack, 46, and their
four children will welcome thenew
year together ina Grace Centers of
Hope “after care” rental house inPon-
tiac. She began the program, which
includes group sessions, regular church
attendance and continuing contact with
a counselor, after graduating from her
court-appointed one-year residency

See RECOVERY, Page A6

CONTACT US

“‘Iwas mad. Butwe
had kids together and
I lovedher. I knew if
we couldgetpast this
and see our way
through this, things
could be different. ...
Itwas tough, a lotof

tough times.”
JACK LENTZ
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ter rate hikes.

Slavens said all the
water-related efforts
should result in savings.

“Itwill make a differ-
ence,” she said.

Here 5 a closer look at
Canton’goals and latest
achievements:

» In spring, the town-
ship board isexpecting a
report from the new
Canton Roads Advisory
Task Force ledby Jim
Kosteva, a former state
representative and Can-
ton planner, and township
Trustee Sommer Foster.
The group isexpected to
identify needed repairs
and possible options to
pay for the work.

Technically, Wayne
County is responsible for
most local roads and
streets, but itis cash-
strapped. Siegrist said he
ishopeful Canton can
“take ownership” of the

issue.

In a separate issue,
Ridge Road between
Ford and Warren ishene-
fiting from a joint Can-
ton-Wayne County pav-
ing project thatWilliams
said should be complete
by summer Send.

» Canton took the
next step toward improv-
ing its recycling efforts
by ushering inan auto-
mated program inwhich
trash hauler GFL (Green
for Life) Environmental s
trucks use robotic arms
to pick up 64-gallon carts.
Some residents com-
plained initially about the
size of the carts, but
officials say the program
has proved successful.

» Williams said he has
forged new relations
withWayne County Exec-
utive Warren Evans, who
spoke atWilliams’s first
State of the Township
address.

“We spent 30 years
throwing stones at
Wayne County,”Williams
said.
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He and other officials
are hopeful betted; rela-
tions caii bring results to
Canton.

“We achieve more by
cooperation,” Siegrist
said.

» Canton plans to
continue itsefforts to
combat the opioid epi-
demic, withWilliams
saying paramedics and
police respond to one or
two overdoses ina typ-
ical week. Local officials
expect to joina lawsuit
with other communities
against pharmaceutical
companies accused of
aggressively marketing
prescription drugs and
contributing to the opioid
epidemic, resulting in
costs to local communi -
ties.

Williams said Canton
isplanning to organize a
community forum to
discuss the problem and
ways to fight it This
comes after Canton Pub-
lic Safety al ready part-
ners with Growth Works
and St. Mary Mercy Hos-
pital to help opioid vic-
tims, amove Williams
said brings “hope, not
handcuffs.”

» With autonomous
vehicle technology on the
rise at places such as
WillowRun, Canton
hopes to tap into the in-
dustry by luring compa-
nies to Canton inareas
such asMichigan Ave-
nue. Siegrist expressed
hope that Canton can
become a leader in local
efforts.

Williams said the tech-
nology ishappening,
whether people want itor
not, so Canton may as
well play a role.

“How do we fitand
how can we benefit?” he
asked.

» Canton plans to
continue chipping away
at so-called legacy costs
tied to retiree health care
and pensions. Health
care isthe primary wor-
ry, but Williams said
Canton isworking to
become fully funded in
20 years.
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Tim Faas, Canton municipal services director, talked about the township*snew 2.5
million-gallon storage tank that isexpected to ease water rate hikes, filephoto

Already, the township
is setting aside $1 million
a year toaddress the
problem and has secured
employee contracts that
also help tackle it.

» For the ninth time,
Canton isseeking a fed-
eral TIGER (Transporta-
tion Investment Generat-
ing Economic Recovery)
grant to address Ford
Road trafficwoes. The
Michigan Department of
Transportation has in-
dicated the best solution
is to transform Ford
Road intoaboulevard
and eliminate left turns
atmajor intersections.

Williams said the pro-
jectcould top $30 million
and involve Canton’
Downtown Development
Authority, MOOT and the
federal government.

» Voters this year will
be using new voting

rfei\N

equipment, joiningcom-
munities across the state.
Siegrist also has stream-
lined voting precincts,
splitting some thatwere
heavy invoter numbers
and closing some that
were deemed too small.
His efforts reduced the
number of precincts
from 42 to40, amove
that also saves on elec-
tion expenses.

» Home values con-
tinue to rise in Canton, a
move hailed by Slavens.

“I believe good things
are happening for our
community,” she said,
adding she believes the
trend will continue.

» Elected officials
plan to take a closer look
at property the township
owns todetermine what
should be kept, possibly
as green space, and what
should be sold for poten-

A a

tial development. Sie-
grist said the effort will
allow Canton tomake
good decisions about its
property.

» After meeting a
rigorous set of standards,
the Canton Municipal
Services Department has
been accredited by the
American PublicWorks
Association, joining Can-
ton Leisure Services,
Canton Public Safety and
the township’ finance
department to achieve
accreditation, Williams
said. Next up: the Canton
Fire Department, which
would put Canton inan
elitegroup of communi -
ties with all departments
accredited.

dclem@hometownlrfe.com
Twitter OCantonObserver
734-972-0919
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From trains to Hall of Fame retirements, a look at 2017

Our various
hometownlife.comcom-
munities had some very
interesting things happen
in2017. Here sa brief
look at just a few of
them: -

Canton

Oh, soclose: The
Canton Chiefs came with-
ina point of the state
foothall titlegame at
Ford Field. One extra
pointwould have sent the
Division 1 regional final
toovertime. A successful
two-point conversion
would have given the
Canton Chiefs a ticket to
march on to the semi-
finals.

Veteran Canton head
coach Tim Baechler opt-
ed togo for thewin with
40 seconds to go and the
Chiefs down 27-26 to
Novi Detroit Catholic
Central following a
clutch, 3-yard TD pass
from quarterback Con-
nor Engel toNoah
Brown. But Labar Mor-
gan of the Shamrocks
had other ideas. He
plugged the gap inthe
line of scrimmage, stop-
ping junior running back
Luke Jouppi inches short
of the goal lineand pre-
serving the regional
championship.

Road work: Crum-
bling roads and deterio-
rating subdivision streets
have longbeenacom-
plaint in Canton. With
cash-strappedWayne
County having littlemon -
ey to address the prob-
lem, local leaders formed
a Canton Roads Advisory
Task Force to develop a
list of priorities for road
repairs and explore op-
tions to pay for it.

Merritt approval :
Monica Merritt felt like
her first full year as the
superintendent for Ply-
mouth-Canton Communi -
ty Schools went about as
well as itcould have.

At the districtsBoard
of Education meeting
earlier thismonth, Mer-
ritt found out board
members agreed.

Merritt, evaluated
using a tool provided by
the Michigan Association
of School Administrators,
scored an 89.4 percent
score (on a scale of 100).
That rating placesMer -
ritt in the “effective”
category.

Water storage: Seek-
ingaway toease water
rates for Canton resi-
dents, local officials in
July formally celebrated
the opening of a 2.5-mil-
lion-gallonwater storage
facility on the township’
northend. Itallowed
Canton to store water
and release ittocustom-
ers during peak hours, a

move that isexpected to
gradually ease rate
hikes.

Catching up: Canton
delayed much-needed
building repairs during
the last recession. And
now, the price tag to get
caught up has been esti-
mated at $11.6 million by
an outside consultant. Its
ablueprint for what
needs tobe done incom-
ing years, though deci-
sions remain about how
to pay for the projects.

Plymouth

Baechler retires: Tim
Baechler absolutely
loves foothall, especially
coaching the Canton
Chiefs. But the 50-year-
old Plymouth resident
loves family more. Bae-
chler announced atMon -
day night’ team banquet
what those close to the
team have been whis-
pering about for months
— he isretiring after 20
years and 173 wins on the
Canton sidelines.

“Its a bittersweet
feeling,” said Baechler,
who talked about his
decision during an exclu-
sive interview last week
withHometown Life. “I
am sad to say goodbye to
what was a large part of
our familys life for 20
years as we raised our
sons, but excited at the
prospect of having some
free time.”

Trainproblems: Nine
hours. Thatshow long a
CSX trainblocked a rail-
road crossing inPly-
mouth on aMonday in
October, angering resi-
dents and local officials
alike. Numerous blockag-
es occurred in 2017, but
by yearsend CSX and
federal railroad officials
had come to the table
wi'th area officials to
discuss the situationand
try to fix the problem.

Turmiing 150: Ply-
mouth celebrated its
150th birthday as a city in
2017, ushering inevery-
thing from a special ex-
hibit at.thePlymouth
Historical Museum toan
extra-special Fourth of
July parade. Itwas a
proud year for the city.
As Mayor Oliver Wolcott
put it, “You reach those
milestonesasacommu-
nity and itmatters.”

PARC momentum:
The Plymouth Arts &
Recreation Complex
gainedmomentum with
27 arts, recreation and
education tenants al-
ready renting space at
the former Central Mid-
dle School two years ago.
InNovember, PARC
PresidentDon Soenen
rolledout a $30 million
capital fundraising cam-
paign to renovate the

Fallen trees hampered DTE Energy"s efforts aftera March 8
windstorm, but the company has revealed plans to improve its March.
infrastructure and service reliability, fitlephoto

Catholic Central*s Cam Ryan ishrought down by a crowd of Chiefs, bill bresler Jhometownlife com

facilityand build an ad-
jacent, 800-seat perform-
ing arts center.

Plymouth Township

New administration:
A new administration
vowed to focus on core
services such as public
safety. To that end, Ply-
mouth Township part-
nered with Northville
Township toreopenFire
Station No. 2,which had
been shuttered five
years. Itwas amove to
improve response times
in the Lake Pointe sub-
division area.

Power plays: A mas-
sive storm inMarch
brought new attention to
an ongoing problem in
Plymouth Township -
frequent power outages.
Supervisor Kurt Heise
sought input from resi-
dents and then worked
with DTE Energy to try
to find a solution. DTE
has now begun the proc-
ess of trimming trees
and upgrading its infra-
structure.

Report card: Swept
into office amidst awave
of voter discontent, Ply-
mouth Townshipssu-
pervisor, clerk and trea-
surer faced awhirlwind
of issues that forced
them toquickly adapt to
theirnew jobs leading
this community of 27,500
residents. They gave
their first report card in

CSX has indicated itistaking steps to ease the problem of blocked railroad crossings, bill
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Popular Plymouth lIce Festival set for Jan. ,,. .,

Downtown Plymouth
will host the 36th annual
Plymouth Ice Festival,
scheduled for Friday
through Sunday, Jan.
12-14. The Plymouth Ice
Festival has a long-stand-
ing history of turning the
downtown area intoa
magical winter wonder-
land filledwith ice sculp-
tures and family activ-
ities. With more than
100,000 individuals and
families from all over
attending each year, this
is not a festival to be
missed.

This yearsevent will
bring back fan favorite .
activities such as the Ice
Playground, Fireand Ice
Towers and the Dueling
Chain Saws Competition.

The annual Collegiate
Ice Carving Competition,
presented by Genysis
Credit Union, will host
two carving competitions
for various Michigan
colleges and universities.
The individual contest
will take place at9 a.m.
Saturday. Competitors
will have three hours to
carve their masterpieces.
The ice-carving compet-
itorswill take part in the

Hero Hangout:
Comics Reading
Group

When: 7-8 p.m. third
Wednesday of each
month

Details: Do you love
reading comics or learn-
ing about super heroes?
Joinus for Hero Hang-
out, a comic book club is
for ages 7-12, and you
choose what to read.
Every week we will be
sharing, reading and
making comics. Partici-
pants are encouraged to
bring a comic to share
with a group, but are not

The Plymouth Ice Festival returns to the downtown area Jan.
12-14. BILL BRESLER [HOMETOWNL IFE..COM

team competition start-
ing at 8 a.m. Sunday.
Teammates will have to

required.

On the Spot Tech
Help

When: 5-7p.m. each
Wednesday and noon to 2
p.m. each Saturday

Details: A team of
tech-savvy volunteers
has been assembled at
CPL tohelp you find the
answers to those tech
issues you cantquite
figure out on your own.
Whether you need help
while working on apro-
jectatone of our comput-
ers, setting up. an email
address or downloading
an app on your phone, we

work together to build
and sculpt their ice carv-
ing. The winners, of each

contest will be an-
nounced and receive
trophies each day at 1
p.m.

Families can enjoy
learning how to ski to-
gether at the Blue Care
Network Cross Country
Skiing Zone, presented
by Sun and Snow. Sea-
soned professionals will
explain the gear, help you
surt up and setyou offon
the cross country skiing
trail inKellogg Park.

Another highly antici-
pated area of the festival
is the Ice Playground.
This interactive area is
full of games carved out
of ice and has plenty of
opportunity for pictures,
while the kids play with
the ice. This issimply a
“must see” at thisyears
festival.

Those attendees look-
ing to quench their thirst
will want tovisittheEG
NicksParty Lot on For-
estAvenue for cold beer,
drink specials and live
music. The Party Lot has
become the place tobe
for the evening crowd,
along with an awesome
ice bar where you can
enjoy some Svedka Vod-

CANTON LIBRARY EVENTS

can help.

ELL Conversation
Groups

When: 9:30-11a.m.
each Thursday and Fri-
day

Details: Practice
speaking English inan
informal settingwith
Community Literacy
Council volunteers. See
the English Language
Learner Program FAQ at
www . cantonpl .org for
more information.

Digital Drop-in Help
When: 10-11a.m. each
Friday
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(313) 768-9243
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Details: Stop into get
one-on-one help with
your e-readers from the
friendly experts at the
Information desk. Just
bring your device and
your desire to leamn.
Kindle usersmust bring
Amazon log-in informa-
tionas well.

Computer SkillsLab
for Beginners

When: 9-11a.m. sec-
ond Saturday ofeach
month

Details: Ifyou are
looking tobuild a founda-
tion of strong computer
skills, including Internet

ClLO-ANE
AND LUBRICATION
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Validon most G I vehicles not
vaidwithany other offer. Price
applies tomost GliVehides.
Pricedoes ratapplytosemi
or full synthetic and diesel ofc.
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ka specialties. This year
will feature live enter-
tainment Friday for Pow-
er Play Detroit and
Smoke and Mirrors on
Saturday.

Other festival high-
lights:

» Opening ceremony
— At 7p.m. Friday, the
festival will officially
open as city commission
members will help cut
the ribbon.

» DFCU Financial
Lights the Ice— The
festival becomes even
more magical at night, as
the ice carvings glow
with color. We will flip
the switch during the
opening ceremony at 7
p.m. Friday.

» Ally Financial Duel-
ing Chainsaws Competi-
tion- Inthisgreatcom-
petition, scheduled for 7
p.m. Saturday, icecarv-
ers are given 15minutes,
one block and their
chainsaws to cheate some
of the most amazing ice
carvings in the festival.

» Interactive Ice
Sculptures— Getyour
picture taken with some
of the most amazing ice
creations around. There

use and setting up an
emai | account, stop into
CPUs Internet Lab. We
will have guided activ-
ities for practice with
mouse skills, copying/
pasting and more, with
trusted experts on hand
toanswer any questions
you may have or connect
you to additional re-
sources.

Family Storytime
Details: Fami ly Story-
time provides an oppor-
tunity for caregivers to
actively engage with
their children under age
5. Together with a youth

2.9 LW
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are anumber of opportu-
nities to take a “selfie”
with some remarkable
and unique ice sculp-
tures.

» Fireand Ice— See
two basic elements as
fireand ice are combined
to create a dazzling dis-
play Friday h and Sat-
urday that is sure towow.
Towers are litat approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m. each
day and will burn for
approximately two hours.

» The Hot Spot heated
by Ehlers Heating & Air
Conditioning— Warm up
in style at the Hot Spot.
Located under The Gath-
ering directly across
from Kellogg Park, the
Hot Spot features-local
vendors, businesses,
product demonstrations,
a sitting area to take a
load off your feet and
(most importantly) lots
of heat. The Hot Spot is
open during all of the
festival.

For more information,
go towww.plymouthice
festival .com or follow on
social media at
©Plymouthlce (Twitter)
and on Facebook.

librarian, you can build
early literacy skills ina
welcoming environment
through meaningful sto-
ries, songs and play. En-
courage a love of lan-
guage and reading while
practicing listeningand
cooperative tasks. Every
Fami ly Storytime is fol-
lowed by a half-hour of
ABC Activity Time. Go to
www . cantonpl .org for a
full December program
schedule.

Preschool Storytime

Details: Preschool
storytimes feature long-
er books, flannel board
and rhymes designed for
children ages 3/2-5%.
These activities help
develop pre-reading and
school-readiness sills.
Childrenmust be able to
sit independently and be
attentive for 30 minutes.
Parents may attend, if
needed, to help transition
their child to this pro-
gram, and all parents
must remain inthe chil-
drens department. Reg-
istration is required and
you can pickaMonday or
aFriday session. Go to
www . cantonpl .org for
rrlegistration and sched-
ule.

Baby Storytime

Details: Baby Story-
time isdesigned for ba-
bies 18 months and
younger with an adult
and features simple sto-
ries, songs and rhymes
carefully chosen tobuild
awareness of language
and vocabulary, foster a
love of books and provide
a fun, interactive experi-
ence for babies and par-
ents/caregivers. Regis-
tration isrequired. Go to
www.cantonpl .org for
rtlagistration and sched-
ule.

Winter Break Movie
Madness

When: 2 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 29

Details:Who 5 got
free movies showing
during Winter Break? We
do. Bring your own pil-
lows and/or blankets to
cozy-up with and your
own snacks tomunch on.
We will provide the hot-
test titles on our big
screen. Thismonth we Te
showing “JellyfishEyes.”

Check us out on
the Web every
day at home
tomnlife.com
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WnlrIFmI' At Only:
#DW241008B

Includes Factory Warranty. HURRY! At
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Top Brand Name Refrigerators at our lowest prices of the year.
25 Cu. Ft. Ice & 25 Cu. Ft. Ice &
Water Side by Side: Water French Door:

WHESK\n©mm  @Sts

Open stock
double oven wall
ovens from

m i Whirlpool

GREAT DEALS ON NEW GRILLS AT THE LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!
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SAVE NOW ON MAJESTIC SLEEP, SERTA &

Serta Majestic Sleep
Mattress-Twin with
391 PostureSmart™
innerspring and
woven cover.

rimgr

Serta Majestic Sleep
Westmark Queen:
Luxurious Quilted Knit
Cover, 2 Layers I” HI IFD
Support Foam
FlexBand™ Memory Gel
739 Wrapped Coil

4" Foam Encasement
Motion Base Friendly

TWIN MATTRESS
SALE PRICE

aPjPBfc"f

QUEEN SET
SALE PRICE

Bl & Rod*s

APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

CSrtsiA 1 QASfc
Oince 1

a Broil

K1n q.
s Great Barbecues Every Time

All in-stock grills and smokers are
On SALE NOW, starting as low as:

e

wm %
Stop into see our wide
selection today!

ICOMFORT
Plush or Firm

Serta Majestic Sleep
Heidleburg Mattress,
Queen with 532 Mira-Coil®
innerspring and luxurious
quilted knit cover

Serta Perfect Sleeper

Elite Trelleburg Plush

mattress features Sertas

Cool Action™ Gel Memory

Foam and premium 886 Custom

Support® Individually Wrapped Coil

System. [Itisdesigned with a unique

set of features to help solve 5 common
Vsleep problems.

15870 Middlebelt Road

Livonia, MI 48154
734 .425_.5040

www.billandrodsappliance.com

FUESteI’d Wle Showroom Hours:

Friday & Saturday, 8:00 AM -5:00 PM

Monday -Thursday 8:00 AP -8:00 PM

Sunday Noon -5:00



Addicts kick drug habrt with farth, Irfe dalls

Sharon Dargay
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Grace Centers of
Hope inPontiac offers a
free, year-long residen-
tialprogram for sub-
stance abusers.

But itk often the last
Eéace an addict wants to

“Grace Centers of
Hope isusually the last
stop for people. Most of
our residents have been
tonumerous rehabs and
there are numerous rea-
sons for that,” said Melis-
sa Aupperle, director of
donor relations. “People
want a quick fix. If
you Ve been an alcoholic
all your life, a three-day
program isnot going to
cut it

“A lotof people want
to do a short-term pro-
gram and they think one
year istoo long. We Ve
found itimportant for
people to dedicate a year
of their life.”

Aupperle admits the
program isntfor every-
one. Men who areem-
ployed often are reluc-
tant togive up a job in
exchange forworking on
their sobriety. Some
prefer a secular environ-
ment.

“We e a faith-based
programand we dont
apologize for that,” she
said. “We believe its the
hurts of the heart that
cause someone to use

RECOVERY

Continued from Page Al

program.

Before entering the
residency program, she
had used both opioids
and heroin, two of the
drugs responsible for the
greatest number of drug-
related deaths from 2000-
16, according to the Na-
tional Instituteon Drug
Abuse.

InMichigan, drug
overdose deaths in-
creased each year from
2013-15. Of 1,981 overdose
deaths in2015,884 were
from opioids, according
to Attorney General Bill
Schuette. In September,
Schuette joined a coali-
tion of 40 attorneys gen-
eral that is investigating
opioid pharmaceutical
manufacturers and dis-
tributors. In October, he
and other attorneys gen-
eral asked Congress to
make treatment for
opioid addictionmore
affordable and acces-
sible.

That same month,
Wayne and Oakland
counties sued several
drug manufacturers and
distributors. According
to the lawsuit, which was
filed in U.S. District
Court, “Michigan health
care providers wrote 11
million prescriptions for
opioid drugs in2015 and
another 11 million in 2016
— more annual opioid
prescriptions than Michi-
gan has people.”

Lentz iswell-aware of
opioid statistics. She
lived them while growing
up-

Addictive family
The Florida native
recalls that her mother
took opioids for a back

injury and multiple sur-
I P

“Itwasn t like she
became an addict by
choice at first,” Lentz
said. “She was on every
drug— morphine, Dilau-
did, you name it It
seemed thatmy mother
was having a surgery
every couple of years my
whole life. Shed be in
bed a lot. 1 was cooking
whole meals when lwas
8,9 years old. This is just
how itwas.”

As a teenager, she
mirrored her mothers
coping skills, using alco-
hol at firstand then ex-
perimenting with Vico-
din.

She met her future
husband Jack in 2005,

The women"s residential program at Grace Centers of Hope offers a variety of classes, including
parenting and spiritual studies, grace centers of hope

drugs. We try toheal the

hurts of the heart and we
believe intakinga Chris-
tian approach.

“We rebuilding a
community. Itsnot justa
fecility.”

The organization runs
separate year-long resi-
dential rehabilitation
programs for both men
and women. The women
and children’ center has
106 beds and themen s
has 60 beds, alongwith a
few private rooms.
Theresalsoan emergen-
cy shelter for individuals
and families. Hands of
Hope Childcare Center
offers day care fornew-
borns through age 2,
preschool for 3-and 4-
year-old children and
educational and recre-

ational programs for
children of parents in-
volved in the organiza-
tionsprograms. Little
Grace Village consists of
several single- and multi-
family homes on anear-
by street.

Graduates of the resi-
dential rehab programs
can rent the houses while
involved in “after care”
programs.

“One thingwe re pas-
sionate about here is
reuniting families,” Aup-
perle said. “Lives res-
cued, families restored,
hope renewed isthe ta-
glinewe Ve used.”

Life skills

In addition toBible
studies, twice-weekly
church services and

Christian-based counsel-
ing, the organization
offers a “comprehensive
lifeskillsprogram” to
rehab participants.

“We focus on the
whole person, not just the
addiction. We want them
to adopt healthy habits,”
Aupperle said. Nutrition
information, exercise,
parenting in sobriety and
Job-hunting skills help
program graduates be-
come “healthy, produc-
tive citizens.”

“People are busy
here,” she said. “They re
also volunteering ina
variety of ways. We have
four thrift stores where
they volunteer and gain
retail experience.”

With no medical pro-
fessionals on staff, the

Jack Lentz and daughter Piper, 3, playing, bill bresler Jhometownlife com

while working as a wait-
ress at a seafood restau-
rant he managed inOr-
lando, Fla. They had their
first daughter, Rylie, a
year later. When the
restaurant was sold, Jack
went to truck driving
school and got a job in
Michigan. In 2010, they
moved toMilford, where
Jack had grown up and
where familymembers
lived.

Lentz worked as a
waitress inHowell brief-
ly and then became a
stay-at-homemom for
their son, Silas, now 6.
She alsomade friends
with other moms and
dads who were “heavy
partiers, drinkers and
people who took pills,”
just like her family and
friends did inFlorida.
She paid friends $20 a
pill and sometimes
sought medication on her

own from urgent care
centers for non-existent
medical problems.

“Itgave me energy
and there was no hang-
over,” she said. “1d be up
for days just going and
cleaning. I felt like super
mom. You walked into
my house and ftwas
immaculate. You walked
intomy lifestyleand it
seemed Ihad everything
together, but Ididnt
Everything 1 did, 1 did
high.”

Trying heroin

She initially took a pill
once or twice a day, but
began searching for a
stronger high as her
tolerance for the drugs
grew. Vicodin gave way
toDilaudid and OxyCon-
tin. One day in 2011, when
she couldntfind any pills
for sale, she reluctantly
took a friends advice to

try heroin. She snorted
the drug at first, but it
wasn t long before she
began injecting it

When the family be-
gan receiving shut-off
notices for unpaid utility
bills in 2012, Jack con-
fronted her.

“lwas mad,” he said.
“But we had kids togeth-
erand I loved her. I knew
ifwe could get past this
and see our way through
this, things could be dif-
ferent. | stuck itout. It
was tough, a lotof tough
times.”

He cut off her access
toa checking account
and credit cards. He paid
her bond the firstand
second times she was
arrested for felony retail
fraud, but lether sitin
jail for months after
another arrest. A court-
ordered 90-day treatment
plan followed. Ninety

1*S Ji

Grace Centers of Hope houses awomen™s residential program
in this bui Idlng, grace centers of hope

organization refers par-
ticipants to other agen-
cies for medical needs
and psychological assess-
ments.

Grace Centers of
Hope draws men and
women from throughout
Michigan for itsyear-
long program. The aver-
age age of participants
was mid-40s for many
years, but now the pro-
gram seesmore 18- to
30-year-olds.

Graduates who re-
lapse after leaving the
program are encouraged
to return for another 30
or 60 days in residential
rehabi litation.

“We donthave bars on
the doors and they are
free to go ifthey feel the
program isntright for
them,” she said. “When
people come here, there
are no surprises. They
know what our param-
eters are. They know
we e faith-based. They
know the ground rules up

front.”

Grace Centers of
Hope offers itsresi-
dential drug rehabilita-
tionprogram free to
participants.

The organization is
funded by grants, private
donations and fundrais-
ing events. Major events
include the Women Help-
ingWomen luncheon and
fashion show inApril, the
David Mardigian Hope in
One Memorial GolfClas-
sic inJune and the Night
l(;(1;Hope galainNovem-

r.

Early tickets are avail-
able through Jan. 31 for
the fashion show, lun-
cheon and silentauction,
scheduled for April 21 at
the Royal Park Hotel in
downtown Rochester.
Cost for individual ad-
mission is $90.

For more information,
go online to
gracecentersofhope.org.

sdargay@hometownlife.com

Jessica Lentz credits Grace Centers of Hope and her faith for
her turnaround, bill bresler |hometownlife com

days turned into 120 days
and she eventual ly
moved into sobriety
housing inPontiac, but
was evicted for not pay-
ing rent.

“My firstexperience
ina treatment center
helped me a lotat that
time, but | started using
withinaweek of leav-
ing,” she said. “Ninety
days isnot enough for
anybody.”

Although she was
reluctant to spend a year
at Grace Centers of
Hope, she found cam-
araderie and a sense of
community. She was
allowed to bring her
children to the center’
day care and learned to
parent while sober. The
couple met withamar-
riage counselor and
Lentz took classes in
relapse prevention, ad-
diction cycle, spiritual
studies and job skills.

“You dig deep into
your heart and experi-
ences inyour life to try
and figure outwhy on
Earth you stuck needles
inyour arm,” she said. “I
was a survivor of verbal,
mental and sexual abuse.
These things had hap-
pened and I didn*tac-
knowledge them. 1 just
medicated them.”

The couple married
and Lentz was hiredasa
receptionist atGrace
Centers. After Lentz

graduated from the resi-
dential program, the
family planned tomove
into a nearby house
owned by Grace Centers
to complete their two-
year after care experi-
ence. While the house
was being renovated,
Lentz commuted each
day from Milford. She
gave birth to her third
child, Piper, now 3, but
soon found the pressures
ofwork and motherhood
overwhelming.

She relapsed and re-
turned to the residential
program three times in
2015 before the family
moved intotheirnew
house inPontiac.

Lentz, who gave birth
to their second son, Co-
hen, nine weeks ago, is
nearly finished with the
after care program. She
has plans tobecome a
certified personal trainer
and also hopes tominis-
ter to the homeless or
victims of human traf-
ficking. She s teaching
her children about empa-
thy toward the homeless
and drug-addicted.

“I'm not on probation,
she said. “I'm sober be-
cause lwant tobe. My
family isstrong. My faith
isstrong and Im excited
to see what God has next
inmy life.”

sdargay@hometownlife.com



Send calendar items to
UV-0ENewstip@
hometownlife.com. Itemsmust
be receivedat least two weeks
prior to the event.

Trainsat Plymouth
library

The Great Lakes
Chapter of the European
TVain Enthusiasts will be
back at the Plymouth
District Library this
holiday season, with
European model trains
running through cities
and countryside. The
librarysmain level
meeting rooms will house
the chapters expansive
collection.

Local resident Jan
Eisen isamember of the
Great Lakes Chapter of
the European TrainEn-
thusiasts and isoversee-
ing the installation of this
display. A member of the
organization since 2000,
Eisen was the owner of
Eisenbahn Model Trains,
a shop which was located
inPlymouth anumber of
years ago. For more in-
formation on the club, go
towww.etegl.org.

This display is free
and open to the public -
made possible through
the generous support of
the Friends of the Ply-
mouth DistrictLibrary. It
will be open 9:30to 9 p.m.
Thursday, Dec; 28; 9:30
a.m. to6 p.m. FYiday,
Dec. 29; 9:30a.m. to5
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30;
and 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Thesday, Jan. 2.

The library is located
at 223 S. Main Street in
downtown Plymouth.

Village Theater art
exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will exhibit
the collected works of
the Ann Arbor Fiberarts
Guild inthe Gallery®VT
through Jan. 1. Works on
display include a wide
variety of fiber art, such
as basketry, beading,
bead embroidery, bead
weaving, kumihimo,
crochet, doll making,
dyeing and painting,
embroidery, felting, gar-
ment design and con-
struction, handmade
paper and book art, knit-
ting, knotting, quilting,
sewing, spinning, weav-
ing and surface design.

The exhibit is free and
open to the public from
10a.m. to2 p.m. Monday
through Friday, during
public performances at
the theater and by ap-
pointment by calling
734-394-5300. The gallery
is closed holidays.

The Village Theater at

Cherry Hill is located at
50400 Cherry Hill Road.
For more information,
734-394-5300 or go to
www . cantonvillage
theater.org.

Hats for the
Homeless

Plymouth Community
United Way isgearing up
for the annual Hats for
the Homeless drive,
scheduled to run through
Dec. 29 inan effortkeep
our homeless community
warm during the winter
months. New and hand-
made items can be
dropped atthePCUW
office from 7:45a.m. to
4:30p.m. Monday
through Thursday and
7:45a.m. to2:45p.m.
Friday.

Should your company
or group like to partici-
pate by hosting a drive
on-site or like to sponsor
items like coats or blan-
kets, contact Randi at
734-453-6879, ext. 5. For
more information, go to
www . plymouthunited
way.org.

Veterans dinner

The V.F.W. Post No.
6695,1426 S. Mill Street,
inPlymouth will host a
welcome home dinner for
all veterans of Iraqand
Afghanistan and their
familymembers 5:30-
7:30 p-m. Sunday, Jan. 7.
Membership sign-up for
the V.F.W. will be avail-
able, as well as hats and
pins for sale, music from
D.J. Koz, a 50/50 drawing,
a tin can basket raffle
and door prizes.

All Irag and Afghani -
stan veteran, plus one
guest, will be admitted
free. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $8 for children
at the,door. All proceeds
will go toV.F.W. Post
6695. For more informa-
tion, caU (989) 313-5407
or email
strawjazz@yahoo.com.

PARC community
forum

The Plymouth Arts &
Recreation Complex will
hold a community forum
at7p.m. Monday, Jan. 8,
at the Penn Theatre, 760
Penniman Ave., inPly-
mouth. PARC will update
the community on its
future plans topreserve
and re-purpose the his-
toric former Plymouth
High/Central Middle
School intoan arts and
recreation center and
add anew Performing
Arts Center as well as
respond to questions.

Everyone isinvited to
witness the progress

Canton hibrary offers
new winter progran

The Canton Public
Library isofferinganew
online-based program
designed to kick your
winter blues.

Electrify Your Winter
isaprogram that starts
Jan. 1and ends March 20,
which isthe Interna-
tional Day of Happiness.
Electrify Your Winter
offers ways to stay in-
volved inthe library
community without nec-
essarily leaving the com-
fort of your warm and
cozy couch. This pro-
gram does not require
registration and has
something for everyone.

“We wanted tofind a
way tomeet you wher-
ever you are thiswinter
while providing engaging
activities of all sorts,”
said Laura Fawcett, pro-
gram librarian. Theresa
checklist challenge,
where you can read e-
books/books, listento
music from another dec-
ade, learnwords inanew
language, watch amovie
that is set outside of the
U.S. and many other
challenges.

“You can navigate the
challenges at your own
pace and inwhatever
way you want to,” Faw-
cett said. “Whether you
decide totryanew reci-
pe, listen to B0s music,

try a genre of music
outside of your normal
play lists, learn tomed -
itate or read a book that
used tobe a best seller,
we welcome you toElec-
trify Your Winter with
LIS_”

The library will also
broadcast live storytimes
from weekly scheduled
programs on Facebook,
just in case Itstoo snowy
to leave your house or
you don twant to deal
with boots and snow
suits. Librarians will also
read stories fireside for
full access on the Canton
Public LibrarysYouTube
channel whenever you
want to, whether that be
on a snowy day or on a
day you e looking for
something to entertain
the kids with.

When you do come
visit the library, you may
be surprised with hot
chocolate, coffee or tea
towarm you up before
you head back into the
Michigan cold.

For more information
on Electrify Your Winter,
go towww.cantonpl.org
or contact Fawcett at
fawcettl@cantonpl.org.
The Canton Public Li-
brary is located at 1200
Canton Centgr Road. For
more information on the

library, call 734-397-0999.

AREA EVENTS

The Plymouth District Library will host a model train exhibit
over the holiday break.

made since its inception
and share in the vision
for the future. Prelimi-
nary designs, site plans
and renderings of the
facilitieswill be on dis-
play and available for
public review.

PARC isa501(c)3
public charity. For more
information, contact Don
Soenen at 734-516-4053 or

Obrtuaries

dsoenen@gmail.com.

Baseline Folk
Society

The Baseline Folk
Society continues its13th
seasonatThe JWH Cen-
ter for the Arts, Ply-
mouth Community Arts
Council, at 774 N. Shel-
don Road.

Tickets are $5 at the

door, including perform-
ers. Sign-up foropen mic
starts at 6:15p.m. and
ends at 6:40 p.m. Perfor-
mances are the third ’
Saturday of each month,
September through May.

Music at the Elks

Blues @ The Elks hap-
pens 7-10p.m. the second
Tliesday of each month at
the Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge No. 325 in
partnership with the
Detroit Blues Society
(detroitbluessociety.org).
There isa $5 donation at
the door and bring your
dancing shoes.

Jazz @ The Elks hap-
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last
TYiesday of each month.
There isa $10 donation at
the door, which includes
hors d’oeuvres.

The Plymouth Ann
Arbor Elks Lodge No. 325
isat 41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth. For
more information, call
734-453-1780, go to
www.plyaa325.com or
email jazzattheelks®
gmail .com.

To place an ad, Gl 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.con/place.php

Edward Joseph Taras

CLIFTON -Edward Joseph Taras passed away
peacefully on December 19, 2017, after a brief ill-
ness. Ed was born and raised in Clifton, New Jersey,
the son of Polish immigrants, Andrew and Angela
(Mysliwiec) Taras. At age sixteen, he became aproud
US Marine and fought inWorld War II, sewing as
a gunner on B-29 bombers in the Paci?c theater.
He used the GI Bill to attend Antioch College in
Yellow Springs, Ohio, where he studied history. As
ayoung father, he moved to Connecticut toearna
Master ofArts in Teaching atWesleyan University.
In 1955, Ed and his family moved to Michigan,

where he was hiredby the Birmingham Public Schools. He became abeloved
history teacher at both Seaholm and Groves High Schools and was named
the districtsTeacher of the Year in 1973. During his thirty-seven-year career,
Mr. Taras became locally famous for his candid and humorous lectures
with titles like, “Castles Are Dirty.”When asked, “What do you teach?”he U
always answer, “I teach kids.” After retirement, Ed split his time between
Yellow Springs and Clifton, and then moved toAnn Arbor in 2010, where
he enjoyed retirement with his friends at Lurie Terrace. A voracious reader,
Ed was a lifelong student of history (especially of WW11), read the New
York Times daily, and always had perceptive observations about national
and world events. Ed issurvived by his signi?cant other, Ellen Ransey; his
three sons, Marc, Jff, and Andrew Taras; two daughters-in-law, Stephanie
Kadel Taras and Bethany Taras; ?ve grandchildren, Donovan, Evan, Issabella,
Molly, and Aidan Taras; and three sisters, Julie Dziedzic, Sandra Kozdeba,
and Bernice (Bob) Bizub. He ispredeceased by his sister, Ann Taras. A
memorial will be held on December 29, 2017,2:00 p.m., atthe Ann Arbor
CityClub, 1830 WashtenawAvenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. In lieuof
?owers, contributionsmaybe made to Glen Helen Nature Preserve, Yellow
Springs, Ohio (glenhelen.org) or The Planetary Society (planetary.org).

Irene Marcele Jenks (Correll) Kortes

- - Irene Marcele Jenks
(Correll) Kortes, 98,
passed away on Decem-
ber 13, 2017. She was
born on July 2, 1919 in
Wabash, Indiana to the
late Charles E. Jenks and
Cora Mae Nicely.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, for-
mer husbands, Richard
V. Correll and Howard
W. Kortes; three brothers, Manard, Harold and
Gordon Jenks; daughter, Kathleen Barry; and
step-son, Thomas Kortes. Survivors include, son
Steven A. Correll (Julie) of Marietta, GA; son-
in-law, Jack Barry of Hot Springs Village, AR;
step-daughters Margo A. Kortes of Lansing, MI
and Mary Lee Ambel (Eric) of Brooklyn, NY; five
grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren.

Irenewas amember ofthe Order of the Eastern
Star in Niles. MI, First Congregational Church
of Portland, M1 and former member ofthe HSV
Ladies 9-hole Golf League. She was a secretary at
Miles Labs inElkhart, IN, a legal secretary in San
Antonio, TX and an executive secretaryat TR W in
Portland, M1 . Irene moved toHot Springs Village
in 1979 from Portland, MI.

Memorial Servicewill be held 10 a.m. Thursday,
January 4,2017 atCaruth Village Funeral Home in
Hot Springs Village. Internment will take place at
Rice Cemetery inElkhart, Indiana at a later date.

Guests may register atwww.caruth-hale.com

SoottAnthony
Eagle

- - Eagle, Scott An -
thony Age 51 Decem-
ber 21,2017 of Canton
Loving partner of Bud
Saylor, for 30 years.
Beloved son of the late
Kenneth and Barbara
Eagle. Dearest brother
of Judy Bush, Dianne
Sturgeon and Greg Ea-
gle. Precious uncle. Fu-
neral Service was held
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2017, 11:00am
at the Taylor Chapel
of the Howe-Peterson
Funeral Home, 9800 S.
Telegraph Road. Share
a memory at www.
howepeterson.com
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AARPTaxAide
looking for
volunteers

Every year, AARP
provides free income tax
preparation services for
seniors and other moder -
ate income families from
February through April.
AARP islooking for new
volunteers to become tax
counselors. You should
know how touseacom-
puter and the intemet,
and be experienced with
income tax preparation.

Training will be pro-
vided to learn the tax
software and tax law, to
prepare you for certifica-
tion. Training classes in
mid-January are being
scheduled now. Volun-
teers are expected to be
active about one day per
week during the tax sea-
son.

You can apply by com-
pleting an application
online at aarpfoundation
.org/taxaide or call
888-227-7669.

Wendy L. Blohm

CANTON -Suddenly
passed away December
22,2017, age 73. Cher-
ished wife of Bob. Be-
loved sister of Connie
(bob) Wilson, and Lori
(Steve) Moreland. Dear
sister-in-law of Larry
(Beverly) Edler, and
Tom Edler. Loving aunt
of Lt. Col. Eric (renee)
Wilson, Jason Wilson,
Ann (Jeremy) LeVan,
Lori (Landon) Mar-
tin, Ryan, Kent, and
Greg Edler, Christa
(Jason) Romel, Tyler
Moreland, and 9 great
nieces and nephews.
Visitation Thursday,
December 28th, 3P M
until the Thursday 7
PM. Funeral Service at
Vermeulen-Sajewski
Funeral Home, 46401
W. Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth (btwn Shel-
don and Beck).Memo -
rialsmay be made to
the Educational Excel -
lence Foundation. To
share amemory, please
visitvermeulenfuneral-
home.com
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TMs New Year arrives
witlia 1allymade
her d Deevre TesstL.

Selectfrom an outstanding array of meats,
Gourmet Market seafood and pasta, or order something new for
your New Year s party

Iml.NnW C M orview the baskets online at

www . Jjoesproduce.com

33152W. Seven Mile Road, Tivonia, M1 48152 oRoAIC (1 g an i ¢
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Tim Snith
hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

With Joe Moon 1V inthe
backcourt, Westland John
Glennshoys basketball team
never isout of a game.

But the Rockets never were
able toovercome a sluggish
start Dec. 21 atPlymouth, fall-
ing behind 8-0 and never enjoy-
ing the lead— ultimately fall-
ing 64-57 ina KLAA Black
Division match-up.

Plymouth (3-2 overall, 1-11in
the division) managed tohang
tight despite a 26-point effort
from Moon, a junior point
guard who isequally danger-

WOMEN®S SOCCER

SPORTS

CANTON RELIC LIB¥RY
Plymouth’s strong balance

stymies John Glenn, 64-57

"Cats lead wire-to-wire, sparked by five players scoring in double digits

ous shooting from outside or
taking the ball to the rim. The
Wildcats benefited from hav-
ing five players score 10 or
more points.

“We didanice job on the
glass,” Plymouth head coach
Mike Soukup said. “Itwas
definitely a focus coming in. |
thought we played really well
asaunit.”

Moon alsoplayed tight de-
fense against Plymouth senior
guard Anthony Crump, allow-
ing the Division I recruit to
score just 11 points.

“They, obviously, were try-
ing to take Anthony away,”
Soukup said. “Joe Moon was
face to face with him the whole

game, which was an intelligent
thing on their part to do. But
other guys were cognizant of
that and stepped up and really
made some plays tonight.”

John Glenn head coach Rod
Watts, whose team dropped to
1-2, said his squad kept battling
inan attempt tomake up for
the early deficit.

An inability to get on a good
offensive run— acerbated by
struggles rebounding and
keeping Plymouth players
from getting into the paint -
wound up costing the Rockets.

“Thatswhere lwas getting
onmy guys about boxing out,”

See PLYMOUTH, Page B3

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
TSMITH@HOMETOWNL IFE . COM
248-926-2237

Battling around the basket are Plymouth®s Troy Aikins (center) and
Westland John Glenn"s Frankie Braxton (left) and Asonta Hargrove, jonn
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Grand Valley State's Gabriella Mencotti (right) is looking for a chance to play inthe National Women®s Soccer League, enity frye Jthe lanthorn

Division Il Player of the Year Mencotti eyes pro tryout

Brad Emons

hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

GabriellaMencotti listof
achievements for the Grand
Valley State Universitywom -
enssoccer program the past
four years has been stagger-
ing, to say the least.

The 5-foot-11 forward from

M M

CisSWM

Northville High School played
inand startedmore matches
than any Lakers player inhis-
tory, finishing her highly deco-
rated career second all time in
goals (85) and total points
(203). The Novi resident also
ranked third all time ingame-
winning goals (22) and assists
@. o
And despite being the cen-

ter of attention by opposing
teams, Mencotti led the nation
in goals (30) and points (70)
while dealing 10 assists en
route tobeing named the Divi-
sion Il Conference Commis-
sioners Association National
Player of the Year for the sec-
ond straight season.

During her career, Mencotti
played on two NCAA Division

Il championship
teams (2014-15)
and one national
runner-up
squad (2016).
This season,
the Lakers fin-
ished 204,
reaching the elite eight before
losing 3-1toNo. I-ranked and
eventual national champion
Central Missouri, which fin-

Mencotti

See MENCOTTI, Page B2

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS

MORE REWARDING.

Save more this holiday season with a

Visit cfcu.org/cards for more information.

Community Financial Credit Card!

BOYS BASKETBALL

Catholic
Central
grounds
Falcons for
5-0 start

Lukomskis 19 points
leads balanced Shamrocks
attack in 74-63 win

Brad Emons

hometownlffe.com
USATODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Novi Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral has proven tobe a high-
scoring team en
route toa 5-0
boys basketball
season start.

The Sham-
rocks came in
averaging 80
points per
game, but the
defense wasn’tquitewhere it
could have been following a
92-84 win sixdays earlier
(Dec. 15) over Beverly Hills
Detroit Country Day.

“When we went toprac-
tice, we really tuned up on
defense. Thatswhat we real-
ly focused on,” CC senior
guard A.J. Abdelnour said.
“Limiting teams, Ithink our
goal is54 a game. We don’t
want togive up anymore than
that and we “llwin, because
we can score way more than
that.”

CC tightened things up on
defensive end Dec. 21 for
three quarters and itresulted
in 74-63 triumph athome over
Dearborn Divine Child.

“We gave up 84 last time,
notasmany this time,” CC
coach Bill Dyer said. “We Te
stillyoung and we still have
things to learn, 1 think. OF
course, we could have made
more free throws late to help
us out, but ftwas a solid ef-
fort and they e good, too.
They e well-coached. They
kept us off-balance for a little
bit.”

The Shamrocks led 32-25
at halftime, after leading by

Abdelnour

See SHAMROCKS, Page B3
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USA HOCKEY

Trading

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

IfDrew DeRidder and
Tommy Miller passed
each other inside USA
Hockey Arena inPly-
mouth, nobody would
have blamed them for
going toward thewrong
locker room.

The Dec. 16 hockey
game between DeRid-

dersU.S.
National
Team De-
velopment
Program
U-18 team
and Mil-
lersMichi-
gan State
University
squad
proved to
be an in-
teresting
tale of
’ trading
places.
DeRid-
der, a 5-10 goalie and
Fenton resident, will be a
future Spartans goaltend-
er. Meanwhile, MSU
freshman defenseman
Miller, from West Bloom-
field, skated last season
for the U.S. U-18 team.

Although both enjoyed
the chance to square off
against (take your pick)
their future or past team,
they said they ap-
proached the 60 minutes
of action like any other
game on the schedule.

“Its great to play all
the college teams I
going to face next year,”
said DeRidder, who
played a strong game ina
3-0 defeat (allowing just
two goals; the thirdM S U
goal was an empty-net-
ter). “And its great to
play the future team and
play against all the kids
Im going toplay with in
the next couple years.

“I try to just treat it
like another game and
not get excited, but its
hard not to get hyper
about it. I felt | kept it
under control.”

Miller, who honed his
playing skills as a young-
ster in the Little Caesars,
Honeybaked and Compu-
ware programs before
playing 2015-17 with the
NTDP, said itwas nice to
play in his former team
at the Beck Road arena.
But “you go at itthe
same way as any other
game.”

That doesntmean
Miller didnthave a little
extra jump in his skates
when he took the ice to
go against the U.S. Last
season, he was part of the

MENCORI

Continued from Page Bl

DeRidder

Miller

ished 26-0.

In her final game, it
was only fitting that
Mencotti scored her
team’s lone goal.

“Itwas a great four
years. lenjoyed every
season,” Mencotti said.
“Coming inwith a nation-
al championship and
leaving with such an
amazing class ... its such
a great team to finish off,
I think. Itwas avery
successful four years
and something that I’ll
always remember. The
best choice I ever made
was going to that univer-
sity. Nothing but happy
wi'th the decision I made.
I glad tobe done and
some new players can
come inthat I can watch,
so I'n excited for the
future.”

The consensus first
team Al l-America choice
also earned the Academ-
icAll-American of the
Year award from College
Sports Information Di -
rectors of America and
United Soccer Coaches
named her a first team
Scholar All-America.
HERO Sports named her
the Division llwomen s
soccer HER O of the Year.

“I think last year, after

places: U.S. NTDP’ DeRidder, MSU’s Miller

Michigan State goalie Ed Minney and defenseman Tommy Miller face their former team Dec. 16. At right for the NTDP U-18

squad isdefenseman Adam Samuelsson. rena laverty Jusa hockey

team thatwon a gold
medal at the 2017 Inter-
national Ice Hockey Fed-
eration U-18 World
Championship inSlova-
kia.

He worked tirelessly
tomake the opening day
roster in 2016-17, after
playing sparingly for the
NTDP U-17 team in 2015-

losing such a great class
and gaining 14 new play-
ers, I thinkwe did a good
job adjusting to the dy-
namic of the team and
what new people we had
coming in,” Mencotti
said. “Obviously, we
didntgetas faraswe
wanted, but I think we
still had an exceptional
season. All our new play-
ers stepped up, our re-
turning players stepped
up and I think we really
had a bunch of players
come into their own and
become great players
this year. Even though
we didntgetas faraswe
had hoped, I think still
we had a great season
and players developed
into better players than
they were before.”

Mencotti, a double
major in finance and
marketing, will graduate
from GVSU inApril.

But she has some
unfinished business left
in her soccer career. She
hopes somebody in the
National Women % Soccer
League will show in-
terest.

“Im looking formy
options professionally,
either in the U.S. or out
of the country,” Mencotti
said. “The next couple of
months, hopefully, 1’llbe
figuring that out. 1ve put
in information for the
NWSL draft. 1lbe send-

16.

“Made the (U-18) team
(last year) and took ad-
vantage of all the facil-
itiesand coaching,” Mil-
ler said. “Itworked out
well.”

Another plus for Mil-
ler isthe factM S U Snew
coaching staff (head
coach Danton Cole, asso-

ing out filmand video
overseas, depending
what my options are.”

Grand Valley head
coach Jeff Hosier has
been working behind the
scenes tohelp make it
happen.

“Having gone through
this process with a cou-
ple players, itsone that
you really cantpredict,”
he said. “Gabby isvery
determined toplay pro-
fessionally, which helps
her cause and gives her a
lot of different options,
whether that isNWSL or
abroad. The next few
weeks iswhen we start to
hear from clubs a little
more seriously about
players theye interest-
ed, getting to know them
before the draft here in
January.”

Hosier believesMen -
cotti has all the tools to
play at the next lewel.

“| think her skill set,
her sizeand her athlet-
icism are all things that
are going to be very at-
tractive to be a good
professional,” he said.
“Because of her mobility,
her fitness and athlet-
icism and tactical ability
...all those things go
hand-in-hand playing
closer to goal. And with
that trend in professional
soccer right now, those
all really bode well for
her inremaining in that

ciate coach Chris Luongo
ofNovi and goalie coach
Joe Exter) came over
from theNTDP atthe
same time.

“On the same page
with a lot of things (with
Cole),” Miller said. “I
know his mottos and how
he stands on things and
how he wants things tobe

type of position with that
type of player. But shes
also such a coachable kid.
She can really play any-
where on the fieldand
make that adjustment
and buy into it. It
wouldn’tsurpriseme (if)
she goes undrafted, but
has some opportunities
for individual workouts
immediately following
the draft with anumber
of clubs.”

Mencotti s role ex-
panded this season as she
earned Offensive Player
of the Year honors in the
Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Athletic Confer-
ence. The first team
all-conference pick had
five goals and three as-
sists inthe GL1AC tour-
nament, earning tourna-
ment MV P honors while
helping GVSU capture its
11th consecutive tourna-
ment titleand 13th
straight regular season
championship.

She also racked up
four hat tricks on the
2017 season, including a
stretch of three straight
matches (Oct. 6-11). Men -
cotti scored at least one
goal inall six postseason
matches for the Lakers,
scoring nine goals across
the final six games of her
college career.

“I think she took an
even bigger roleas a
leader in her final year,”

done.

“We kind of have a
similar background on
that and determination...
just the right attitude. It
comes from here (USA
Hockey) and translates
over toMichigan State.”

Miller then smiled
about facing the guy who
willbe aMSU goalie in

Hosier said. “This was a
very young team thatwe
had this fall. We had 14
new players inour pro-
gram, which isa little
more than half, so her
and her senior class did a
fantastic job of bringing
them in, getting them
along, helping them to
understand expectations
and how toachieve them,
while managing very
good team chemistry.”

During her junior
year, Mencotti was
flanked by two very tal-
ented seniors on the wing
along with Marti Corby, a
two-time Division 1l
National Player of the
Year midfielder. Having
to deal with that type of
attention and putting up
the numbers made her
senior season even more
impressive individually.

“She had to deal with
double-teams and triple-
teams and be the focal
point of every opponents
defensive tactics
throughout the year,”
Hosier said.

In his 12 years as a
college coach, Hosier
said Mencotti ranks right
at the top, notonly as a
special player, but also as
a special person.

“You Te talking about
somebody who has al-
most every accolade
under the sun in her four
years here, yet she al-

2018-19.

“Its pretty cool for
(DeRidder),” Miller said.
“lwas inthe same shoes
as him, playingmy fu-
ture school. Itsweird,
but 15 very cool.”

At the other end of the
rink from DeRidder was
Michigan State senior
goalie Ed Minney, who
stands 6-4 and plays a
different style between
the pipes. Minney also is
anNTDP graduate, al-
though he played when
the program was based
inAnn Arbor.

“I dontknow (Min-
ney) very well,” DeRid-
der said. “It% cool tobe
going inthe same
places.”

Looking to future

On Dec. 16, DeRidder
was focused on helping
his current team. But
once the hard-fought
contest was over, he
couldnthelp but think
about what the future
holds for him. Ifall goes
well, hellbe a Spartan in
2018-19.

“The next few years
will be reallynice,”De -
Ridder said. “(MSU%)
game iscompletely dif-
ferent than ours. They
focus on more of a defen-
sive styleand we e all
fast-paced offense.

“Its going tobe an
adjustment, butas a
goalie, itsgood tohave a
team wanting toplay
defense in front of you.”

That he isntgoing to
suddenly add four or five
inches to his frame over
the next year doesnt
bother him toomuch,
either.

“I'm not too big, so its
not good to (for him) to
have a hutterfly, block
and get intheway”’
style,” he said. “You got
tobe more aware, know
where everyone isand
then be ready to react to
everything.”

Now thatDeRidder
has an up-close-and-
personal taste of what it
will be like toplay col-

lege hockey, he cantwait
toreachMunn IceArena
— after helping the U.S.
capture some more inter-
national tournament
hardware, of course.

“I skate with a lot of
high-level NH L players
and college players dur-
ing the summer,” he said.
“That should be a good
thing forme todo. And,
obviously, off-ice isa
reallybig deal.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

ways remains very hum-
ble,” he said. “You give
her news of an award and
she has a big smile on her
face and theresalmost a
little bit of shock. You
wouldntexpect someone
who has had that success
to react that way, but
shesavery genuine
person and humility
shines through. Coaches
will always tell you how
great their kids are, but
shessomebody I con-
stantly rave about and
will for a long, long
time.”

Mencotti said Hosier
has fostered a trust that
goes beyond the game of
soccer .

“Whatever aplayer
needs, he swilling to help
with,” Mencotti said.
“Love him as a coach,
great at communicating
and helping everyone
out. So Itsgood.”

And while Mencotti
isntquite ready to get
soccer out of her systen,
sheXprepared either
way.

“If this doesntwork
out, at least I want to
try,” Mencotti said. “If it
doesntwork out, Il go
out into the real world
and try that one out.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter @BradEmonsl



ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Northvilles DeGroot wins weekly honor

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN.

NorthviUe senior boys
swimmer Trevor De-
Groot did what he does
best towin the home-
townlife.comPrep Ath-
lete of the We ek poll for
the week ending Dec. 15.

He finished strong to
outlast staunch competi-
tion...

Such was the case both
in the pool and inthe poll
— DeGroot tallied 6,957
votes, more than 49 per-
cent of the total 14,121,
votes cast.

Canton senior girls
basketball player Carli
Vaughan (6,021 votes,
42_6 percent) placed sec-
ond. Inthirdplace was
LivoniaFranklin senior
boys basketball player
Mark Mettie (1,009 votes,
7.15percent).

WHAT HE DID

The Mustang won the
poll thanks toa big-time
effort Dec. 12 against
defending Division 1
state champion Birming-
ham Brother Rice.

He swept the 200- and
500-yard freestyles in
1:48.49 and 4:59.34, re-
spectively, to spark the
fifth-ranked Mustangs to
a 94-91victory over the
Warriors, ranked No. 3 in
the state.

“For the past three

BOYS HOCKEY

Birminghan

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

Andrew Beggs might
have summed ithest in
describing Birmingham
Unified%8-0-1 start to the
2017-18 boys hockey sea-
son.

“Its obviously fun,”
said the junior forward,
who pumped infour
goals Dec. 19 during a
wild 8-6 victory over host
South Lyon Unified at the
Kensington Valley Ice
House. “Its something
that we thought we could
do and something thatwe
executed, butwe cantlet
that be the solution. Itsa
good start, but itsnot
definitelywhere we can
be. We know we can do
better and beat teams by
more goals.”

And speaking of
starts, the Kings scored
four times in the first4
minutes, 42 seconds en
route to a 5-0 first-period
lead.

“We talked about out-
detailing our opponent
and we did that tonight,”
third-year Birmingham
coach Steve Kruk said.
“Our gap control was
outstanding, hunting
pucks in the offensive
zone was outstanding,
getting pucks to the ret,
having middle lane drive
-.all the stuff thatwe
harped on thisweek it
was executed today bet-
ter than any other period
we Ve thisyear so far.”

Beggs scored three of
his four goals during the
opening 17 minutes,
while David Breaugh and
Dane Hami l'ton both
added one. All five goals
were even-strength.

SHAMROCKS

Continued from Page Bl

asmany as 14 in the sec-
ond quarter.

Divine Child (2-2) cut
the deficit to four on two
different occasions dur-
ing the third quarter, but
CC closed itout with a
26-21 fourth-quarter run
despite going 6-of-14
from the foul lire, in-
cluding five straight
misses in the final 3:20.

Forward Davis Lu-
komski paced CC % bal-
anced scoring attack
with 19 points.

Northville"s Trevor DeGroot, shown from last season, won the latest hometownlife.com Prep
Athlete of the Week poll, fite pnoto

years, we didntbeat
Brother Rice, so lwas
pretty excited heading
into thisone,” DeGroot
said. “l really tried to
focus inon those races
andwe justhad a great
team effortall-around.”
DeGroot said he “just
felt good, felt loose in the
water. 1 feltlike I had
pretty good turns.”

PERSPECTIVE

Northville coach Rich
Bennetts also stressed to
the Mustangs not to get
toowrapped up indefeat-
ing Brother Rice.

“Coach Bennetts told
us at the end of the meet
that itwas an awesome
win,” DeGroot said. “But
at the end of the day, it
was justa dual meet. We
have bigger goals than
that. Itreally can’tbe the
highlight of our season.”

ABOUT WINNING AOW

DeGroot saidwinning
Athlete of theWeek hon-
ors is “an honor. I'm hap-
py that people recognized
swimming because its
not inthe news too often.
I'm thankful for that.”

tOmith@hometonnlife.com

NorthviUe swimmer Trevor
DeGroot isthe latest
Hometown LifePrep
Athlete of the Week.
NORTHVILLE SWINMMING

Unified skates past South Lyon, 8-6

“We justcame outand
we knew we had tobe
fired up because we were
playing a good team on
the road,” Beggs said. “In
aweekday game, a lotof
teams would not have the

momentum
N orthemen-
tality to
come in
here and
do a good
job.We
justwant-
ed tomake
surewe did thatand we
came out flying. We
popped five inthe first
period and that’ just
what we want todp. It
was the perfect storm.
We executedwhat we
had inmind and executed
our game plan perfectly.”

Will Sanders then
made 1t6-0 for Birming-
ham just 1:46 into the
second period off assists
from Matthew Bachand
and Hamilton

And by that point it
appeared to be game, set
and match, correct?

Not so fast, as South
Lyon (5-2) made agame
of itby scoring four un-
answered goals before
the period ended.

The comeback started
with power-play goals
fromRyan Bigler (from
Gavin Ross) and Ross
(from Bigler).

Luke "Rirowski’ top-
shelfblast (from Gavin
Pierz and Jake Heffer-
nan), followed by a Ross
wraparound (from Bi-
gler), cut the deficitto
6-4 with 1:39 left in the
second.

“The boys showed
some heart, a littlebit of
bounce back inthe sec-
ond period,” SLU coach
Bill McCreary said. “The

Beggs

“He was solid tonight
and he stayed out of foul
trouble,” Dyer said of the
6-6 forward. “He can
shoot the ball, obviously.
We had that length and
gota few rebounds late
and justkind of held on.”

The 5-foot-11 Abd-
elnour added 15, while
junior guard running
mate Keegan Koehler
added 12 as the Sham-
rocks shot 26-0f-58 from
the field (44.8 percent),
including nine 3-pointers.
CC % final tally at the foul
stripewas 15-0f-24 (62.5
percent).

“I thought the second
half, we got the ball to

third was pretty even,
but penalties took over a
little bit. The refs called
some on them to help us
getback in itand then
they called a few on us.
Our penalty killwasn t
good today.”

Birmingham took
advantage of a five-min-
ute SLU cross checking
penalty, getting a goal
from Sanders off assists
from Jack Muir and Bri-
an Paswater tomake it
7-4 at 2:27 of the third.

But Rirowski s nifty
back-hander from Ash-
ton Jones and Jace Ger-
lach cut the deficit again
totwo, 7-5, with 2:57 left.

South Lyon then took
another costly penalty
and Beggs capitalized on
apower playwith 1:34 to
go from Muir and
Breaugh.

Both Jack Pesta and
Breaugh finished with
three assists on the night,
while other assists went
toRyan Zainea and Dan-
iel Zalesin.

“Coming back into the
(locker) room after the
second period, we just
talked about embracing
adversity,” Kruk said.
“They Te a good hockey
team and we never ex-
pected tobe up by six,
nor should we have. But
afterwe woke themup a
littlebit, we came back to
life in that third period.”

Aaron Caicco then
scored with 28 seconds
remaining tomake ita
two-goal deficitagain,
but 1twas too little, too
late for SLU.

“Obviously, the first
period was the best peri-
od we played all year,”
Kruk said. “Itwas out-
standing. But even so, |
know we got into a little

the elbow a littlebitand
got the ball to the bas-
ket,” Dyer said. “We
finally got the ball there
with a littlepocket pass
into the post to get those
easy shots.”

Divine ChildsQuinn
Blair, aWilliam & Mary
signee, finishedwith a
game-high 21 points, but
the 6-6 senior forward
was limited to 6-0f-18
shooting from the floor.

“Jam all cuts, dont let
Quinn touch the hall,
dont let that ball get
reversed atall,” Abd-
elnour said. “That was
our game plan.”

Mter closing the gap

penalty trouble the
second period. We got
back on our heels and
got a littlebit toocom-
fortable. And again,
South Lyon isadarn
good hockey team, so
I'm not taking anything
away from them. We
gave them an inch and
they took a mile.”

South Lyon starting
goalie Nolan Smith, a
jJunior, was pulled after
giving up the third goal
in the opening period.
Sophomore Andrew
Lowen finished the
game.

“They e capable of
somuch more than
what they showed in
that firstperiod,”
McCreary said of his
team. “Itsa good hock-
ey team and, with any
good hockey team, you
cantspot that kind of
lead and expect suc-
cess, no matter who
we replaying. Ifwe
have to score nipe goals
towin, we e shooting
ourselves inthe foot. 1d
like to think that we Te
stronger defensively
than what we showed
today.”

Kruk, whowasBU %
JV coach for five years
before taking over the
varsity, likes what he
sees so far from this
squad.

“Inmy three years
with the program, this
isby farmy best group
we had,” he said. “I
dontmean that just by
skill...thereskids that
buy intoour culture and
justgo towork every
day. Its justbeen out-
standing.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: OBradEmonsl

to sixentering the final
quarter, the Falcons com-
mitted five costly turn-
overs inthat quarter as
CC huilt itsadvantage
back up to double digits.

“Itwas just execution-
type stuff, justmore reps
that we "Il get better at in
practice,” said first-year
Divine Child coach Mac
Horvath, who coached
the previous season at
Melvindale.

The Falcons were
21-0f-56 from the field
(37.5percent) and 13-
of-17 from the line (76.4
percent) as junior guard
Cameron Ubanick con-
tributed 14 points. Parker

PLYMOUTH

Continued from Page Bl

Watts said. “We have a
loaded schedule, we
must box out to stay in
the game.

“We Ve been inev-
ery game and I just
think ifwe do a better
job on the glass, those
games, those losses,
they could be (wins).
You justnever know.”

Plymouth led 15-8
after one quarter and
then both teams lit itup
in the second (23 points
each), but the Wildcats
always had an answer
when itcounted.

Late in the third
quarter, John Glenn
started to gain some
momentum, getting the
deficit down to 46-40
thanks toa couple of
quick baskets.

Then came what
might have been the
final nail inthe Rock-
ets’ coffin.

With less thana
second left in the quar-
ter, Plymouth senior
guard Justin Reynolds
sized up the rim from
the right corner and
buried a trey. That
made 1t49-40 after
three quarters.

Had that shot
missed, the game might
have been much closer
down the stretch. The
Wildcats maintained a
lead of seven points or
more the rest of the
way.

Reynolds knew it
was an important play
as soon as he got the
ball from senior guard
A.J. Neal. He had confi-
dence hitting that
clutch shot because he
was feeling itduring
pregame practice.

“l'had togive us a
little extra lead, a little
boost, because they
were goingon arun at
that moment,” Rey-
nolds said. “It%s just
rhythm shots I had to
take. We warm up and
we do those shots all
the time and I justwent
through the motions.”

Following are sever-
al takeaways:

TWO OUT OF THREE

Soukup said the final
outcome of a bal lgame
usually swings in favor
of the team that makes
most of the three
“clutch plays” that
typically happen down
the stretch.

The treyby Rey-
nolds at the end of the

third quarter qualified as
one of those and a slam-
dunk by senior guard
Joey Robb with 1:25to go
inthe game (upping Ply-
mouth’s lead to 61-50 and
pretty much sealing the
deal) was the other.

“When ittips inyour
favor thatway, itusually
ends up being a win,”
Soukup said.

BALANCED ATTACK
Plymouth had five
players scoring indouble
figures, led by Neal, who
drained five triples for 15

points. Contributing 11
points was Crump, while
Reynolds, Robb and sen-
ior forward JeffDavis
each scored 10 points.

“Hats off toPlymouth,
they played a great team
bal lgame tonight,” Watts
said. “And they had a
really, really balanced
attack. (Soukup) does a
really good job with
those guys.”

GOOD IMPRESSION

Watts said sophomore
guard/forward Asonta
Hargrove (sixpoints)
played well against the
Wildcats, which bodes
well for the second half
of the season, when the
Rockets will look to pick
up some speed.

“(Hargrove) played
pretty good,” Watts said.
“He Snever been in this
type of environment
before. We "Il take some
knocks early, tobe ready
down the stretch.”

NICETO SEEYOU

During the first half,
itwas announced that
four members of Ply-
mouth %2015 conference
and district champi -
onship team were in
attendance: Josh Rey-
nolds (Justin’ brother,
now playingatMadonna
University), Deji Adebi-
yi, Randal I Aikins (TVoy’
brother) and Armani
Tate.

EARLY FIREWORKS

The varsity contest
didnt tip offuntil 7:45
p.m. because of two hard-
fought games by the
freshman and junior
varsity teams.

In the freshman game,
Plymouth needed double
overtime toprevail. The
JV game nearly reached
overtime, but John Glenn
sophomore guard Solo-
mon Johnson connected
on a trey from above the
top of the arc as time
expired to give the Rock-
ets a 46-45 victory.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Putting up a shot over a Westland John Glenn defender isPlymouth
senior guard Justin Reynolds, jonn kemski [express photo

LePage and Kyle Gurney
each added nine.

“We missed some
shots, but the kids played
really hard,” Horvath
said. “This was a real
tough environment. We
got down early and we
battled all night. Itnever
got past 12-1 dontthink
- then we pushed itto six,
we pushed itto four a
couple of times. We were
down four with the ball a
couple of times on anight
where we didntmake a
lot of shots all night. It
was a good effort.”

CC will be off for 12
days and won tplay again
until Wednesday, Jan. 3,

athome against Detroit
Loyola.

“We had a great stu-
dent section come out,”
Abdelnour said. “Like in
years past we never did,
but when we Ve got the
energy behind us and
then our team chemistry
...our team chemistry is
ridiculous this year.

We Te all brothers and
justwhen someone is

down, they pickup the
energy for you.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @BradEmons1
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CASH PAtD or CONSIGNMENT for

. ... onest, discreet older ger ..
man. IDRIVE TO YOU. Coins, cos-
tume & fire jenelry, knick knacks,
military, collections, books, toys,
stereos, Instruments, ephemera,
clothing, Christmas, much more.
Richard, BSE, MBA: 248-795-0362,
www . J844wepayyou . com

Find your
new job
HERE!

Careers

new hegiming...
|31 Engineering & IT

Qlty Assrnce Technlgst sought by
M&R Corporate Services LLC in
Livonia, MI: Check all incmg raw
ingredients for glty, sfty & ntrtionl
values; Test new prdcts for fiw,
texture, ocolor, & ntrtionl content, &
adherence to gov & industry stds;
Test finished products on micros,
moisture, water activity, pH, Brix,
& release them to the mrkt; Montr
& maintain all the GMP"s to ensure
compliance with gov regltns; Eval
food prcssg & strge oper, assist in
the dvlpmnt of glty assrnce prgrms
for such oper; Test allergens, such
os gluten, peanut, soy & milk; Dvlp
food stds, production spcfctns, sfty
& sonltary regltns, waste mngmnt &
water supply spcfctns. Req: Bach."s
Deg in Food <., Agrcltrl <i. or
rel. field, & knwldg of microbio.
Mail CV to: Diane Lynch, 12301
Farmington Rd, Livonia MI 48150

Real Estate
Homes

starting fresh.

J— u Home for Sale
In State

Avatlale Now!

.3*4

-In!

FREE APPLICATIONS!Pavmen,Sl
EHO, expires 12/31/17 (248) 624-4200

Manufactured
& Mobile Homes

JUST LISTED

Novi, READY for Move-In!
SNSRI D
Real Estate

great place to lie... V

Transportation

Wheels
best deal for you...

H&W Top $$ Cosh for junk cars.
Free towmg-7 days, 34yrs 734~

Find your new job
HERE!

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 0Yr.  Ps. 15 Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560  (734) 707-8877  3.875 0 3.5 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511  (800)593-1912  3.875 0 3.5 0
API Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600  3.875 0 3.25 0
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp, 127931 (248)740-2323  3.875 0 32 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100  3.75 0 3 0
Zeal CreditUnion 408356  (734) 466-6113 4 0.5 3.5 0

Above Information available as of 12/21/17 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a
$200,000 loanwith 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment
calculation & most current rates available Thursday after 2:00 P.M. at ww.nricreport.com.

f=Y Al Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

02017 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Irc., All Rights Reserved

Your job search ends here...

FINDINGWORK
SHOULDNT BE WORK.

the Jobnetwork

Get started by visiting jobs.usatoday.com



Helping puzzle corner
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 51 Skier 88 Battle (for) 128 Scrabble 30 Trendy 74 Handed over
1 Nothin*at all Tommy 09 Favorite 1-pointers 36 Typical lab 75 In thisway,
4 Got on 52 Alior Frazier 90 ‘®- haw!" rat, e.g. informally

board 53 Klutzy type (Wheel™) DOWN 39 See 76 Withdrawal

12 - Hill 54 Radon, e.g. 91 Bicolor 1 Nothin" at all 23-Across 77 *“She Loves
(Theodore 55 Indian “Mr." snacks 2 Gem State 41 Ithas a You" band%
Roosevelt's 56 Dangerous 92 Slender fish 3 A thousand charge nickname
home) way toskate 93 Polar laborer and a 43 Pivotal lire 78 *Tangoing

20 Altar 58 Haglike 94 Hit into from googol, e.g. 44 Split-off truism
promise 60 Darkened behind 4 *March group 79 Lofty poetry

2.1 Quiche - 62 Uprightness 96 1988 Madness 45 Deuce 80 Heart

22 Zealous 63 Like radon Olympics quarterfinal follower 81 Toast topper
campaigner 64 Actress city teanms 46 Specifically 82 *A state of

23 VWith Courteney 97 Isina hole 5 Family 47 Neighbor of bliss
39-Down, 65 Alluring 99 Rim scorer member Quebec 84 Window area
business for West Schifrin 6 Slivovitzand 48 Place 85 View
attorneys 66 Kanga's 101 Sportage or kirsch (down) 87 Rustic denial

24 Dreanms up son Soul maker 7 Has a 50 eRequest for 89 View

25 Enrobing 67 Pitched 102 Clairol debate a handslap 95 Capital of

26 Thorax shelter products 8 *1998 Tom 57 Engine cover Latvia

20 Cloister 68 knew?1"™ 104 Gibbon, e.g. Clancy novel 59 LCD 98 Helical form
resident 69 With 106 - relief 9 Family alternative 100 Taoism

29 Native 31-Across, 107 White wader members 60 Ski-- founder
Americans ol start toenjoy 110 Enthusiasm 10 Adversary 61 Consume 103 Omit in
Oklahoma 70 Snooze site 113 Soup 11 Cease’ 64 *Group of speech

31 See 71 Like sexist legume partner defendants 105 Nicholas
69-Across jokes and 115 Dandy 12 Flimflam that included Gage

32 LenaofThe such, for fellow 13 *Part of the Abbie memoir
Wiz" short 116 Full of cheek Constitution Hoffman 108 City in

33 Gal ataball 75 Mai - 117 Rift-causing establishing 68 “Hold on!" Germany

34 Big fashion 76 Ring official 119 Least near the judiciary 69 Styling stuff 109 Styles
Inits. 77 “Piggy" 122 Sci-fi gift 14 Very nervy 70 Furry scarf 110 Knife feature

35 Blue shade 78 River of 123 Hand-thrown 15 "..so far- 71 Consume 111 0ld Italian

37 Haul to court Grenoble weapons know” 72 Occasion to currency

38 Time - the 79 Likemuch 124 Scottish beef 16 *Helicopter shout out the 112 Bird class

essence!” hemp animal of the U.S. ends of the 114 Bird hangout

40 Wagged fashion 125 Scrabble president answers to 118 Snead of

part 83 Actress 4 -pointer 17 Major Norse this puzzle’s golf

42 Closest tonil Cuthbert 126 Right touse god starred clues 120 Classic

46 Verizon 85 Was deeply another’s 18 Sublet, say (from left to British

competitor agitated land 19 Therefore right) sports car
49 Artificial hafr 86 Airimpurity 127 Opera text 27 Ignore rudely 73 Dress fussily 121 Hard drinker

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books at
QuilIDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
7 2 6 grid, broken intonine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through

9 must filleach row, column and box.

9 5 Each number can appear onlyonce In
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order inwhich the numbers

7 4 will appear by using the numeric clues
provided in the boxes. The more numbers

5 9 you name, the easier itgets to solve the
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puzzle!
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WORDS

ALADDIN
ARISTOCATS
BAVBI
CINDERELLA
DALMATIANS
DUMBO
FANTASIA
FLUBBER
HOCUS FOCUS
HUNCHBACK
JOUWY TREMAIN
JUNGLE BOOK
LADY AND THE TRAWP
LION KING
LITTLE MERMAID
MARY POPPINS
MELODY TINE
OLD YELLER
PETER PAN
PINOCCHIO
POCAHONTAS
POLLYAWNA
POPEYE
RESCUERS
ROCKETEER
SHAGGY DOG
SLEEPING BEAUTY
SNOW WHITE
TARZAN
TOY STORY
TREASURE ISLAND
WHITE FANG
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Whether you want to
get fit or
get organized—
save money doing It
with
an OS.IE INledia
classified ad!
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughoul the puzzle.

Our classifieds
WORKOUT!

O bserver & E ccentric
hometownlife.comn

A GANNETT COMPANY
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JUST ANNOUNGED. . . LEASE
CURRENT CHEVY, BUICKAND CMC LESSEES!

2017 Cruze LT Hatchback 2018 Trax LS

ISR $24,006
STARTINGAS LOW f ST/RAF§$IF)N$G21A’89450W

AS $21,56 AS$15,218

-1.4LTurbo Engine . .
+ 6 -speed Automatic Transmission STOCK #172468 .ttiliﬁig% cTransnission
mRemote Start 10Airbags
nHeated Seats *Rear Back Up Camera
n8lay Power Seat nApple Car Play
*4GLTE Wi-Fi & More $ *4GLTEWi-Fi& More
24 Nlonth Lease with $999 Down with 24 llonth Lease with $999 Down with
aNON-GM Lease GMEMPLOYEE DISCOUNTAVAILABLE FORALL GM Lease Loyalty

2017 Traverse LS AWD 2018 Silverado Double Cab LT 4x4

NSRP $34,745
STARTINGAS LOW STX%?N%?Z\?EOW

AS$6,1% AS $34,90

3.61V6 Engine
mRearVisionCamera
8 Passenger Seating

«AM/FM Touchscreen Radiowith Steering
Wheel Radio Control

- Ecotech4.3LV6 Engine

*Allstar Package incl:
wTrailingEquipment with Locking Diff
mPower Seat

nBlue Tooth for SelectPhones *LED FogLanps & ore

«SteeringWhee | Radio Controls *Spray On Bedliner

- - 24 Month Lease with $999 Down with
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with gy gypLovEE DISCOUNTAVAILABLEFORALL GMLe;\ge Li ol i
GM Lease Loyalty yalty

20M18R8P$2§%5umox LT 2018 Malibu LT

’ MSRP 26,125
STARTINGAS LOW ’
i R

«1.5LTurho Engine

16 Speed Automatic Transmission *I.SLTurboEngine
nColor touch Screen Radio +6 Speed Auto Transmission STOCK#180745
«BlueTooth for Phone «Color Touch Screen Radio
*Rear VisionCamera *Blue Tooth for Phone
. *Rear VisionCamera
Push Button Start _ - Ao o le * TM
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with «Power Driver Seat
GM Lease Loyalty 24 Month Lease with $999 Down with

aNON-GM Lease

2017 Tahoe LS 4x4 2017 Chevrolet Stlverado Crew LT 4x4
MSRP $53,280 MSRP $49,050

STARTINGAS LOW STARTINGAS LOW
AS $45,568 AS $37,738

) -5.3LV8 Engine
*5.3LV8 Engine «6 Speed Auto Transmission
16 Speed Automatic Transmission STOCK #172797 wSpray On Bedliner
20" PolishedAluminunm Wheels nHeated Front Bucket Seats

«Rear Vision Camera nliireless Charging
-Rsmote Vehicl_e Start ) «TrailerBrake Controller
18" Chevy Wy Link Color Touch Radio «18 Bright Machined Aluminum Wheels
- - «ED Lighting inthe Cargo Box
36 Month Lease with $999 Down with g .

o Lese Loy STIVE OVER

serrachevrolet.com FINDNEWROADS COMPLETE

CHEVROLET CARE

Showroom Hours
Monday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM CHEVROLET
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Thursday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM O / AT 28111 T_elegraph Road
Fricay QA AW - 6200 PM Southfield, Ml 48034
Saturday @O AM - 4:00 PM

We will be closed Monday December 25th www. serrachevrolet.com

E1S21  onNTELEGRAPH mNORTH OF 1-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.Con | 1-866-MY CHEVY oF 1-806-692-4339
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