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FROM TRAINS TO RETIREMENTS. 
THE YEAR IN REVIEW. LOCAL NEWS, A3

Roads, drugs, legacy costs on agenda
Canton officials have an ambitious agenda for the upcoming year

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK —  MICHIGAN

Facing a new year of challenges, 
Canton officials are moving to address 
crumbling roads, fight the opioid crisis, 
reduce retiree health care costs, ease 
water rate hikes and tap into the auton­
omous car industry.

It’s an ambitious set of goals that 
comes after Canton during the past 
year marked achievements such as 
unveiling a new water storage facility, 
securing a joint agreement with Wayne 
County to pave a gravel section of 
Ridge Road and rolling out a new auto­
mated recycling program, among other 
measures.

“Canton is a good place to be,” Su­
pervisor Pat Williams said.

Williams, Treasurer Dian Slavens 
and Clerk Michael Siegrist —  Canton’s 
full-time elected officials —  sat down 
for a joint interview to discuss upcom­

ing goals and reflect on the past year’s 
successes.

After years of talks aimed at easing 
water rate hikes, Canton entered a new 
era by using a new 2.5 million-gallon 
water storage facility to store water 
and release it during morning and eve­
ning hours of peak usage. That is ex­
pected to ease water rate hikes from 
the Great Lakes Water Authority.

Canton also began sending all its 
wastewater to an Ypsilanti facility, 
rather than partly to Detroit, in another 
cost-cutting measure. Williams said the 
change has already saved Canton more 
than $1 million during a six-month peri­
od.

Still to come, Canton is working with 
Northville Township and possibly Ply­
mouth Township to buy G L W A  water 
jointly through the Western Townships 
Utility Authority —  another move offi­
cials say could ease, if not reduce, wa-

See GOALS, Page A2
A  Canton task force is identifying road needs and seeking solutions to pay for repairs, bill 
BRESLER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Jessica Lentz tells her story of addiction and her journey in recovery, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

THE LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY
M o m  recounts her struggles with opioid addiction

Sharon Dargay
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK —  MICHIGAN
■ Jessica Lentz walked into a court­

room in March 2013 expecting to walk 
out in handcuffs.

The Milford m o m  had just spent two 
weeks living alone in her car, using 

■ whatever drugs she could find while 
cruising Detroit’s west side. She had 
relapsed twice after attending court- 
appointed drug rehabilitation programs 
and, while on probation for felony retail 
fraud, had been evicted from a sober

INSIDE
Addicts kick drug habit with 
faith, life skills, A 6

living home for not paying her rent.
She dreaded her upcoming appear­

ance in Oakland County Circuit Court, 
knowing it likely would be her last day 
of freedom.

“I just wanted to die,” Lentz said. “I 
didn’t think I was going to make it to 
the court date because of the amount of 
drugs I was using. I had all this guilt 
and shame.”

The judge gave Lentz one last 
chance to kick her drug habit and avoid 
prison. It would entail spending a year 
at Grace Centers of Hope, a faith-based 
residential program in Pontiac.

Four years later, Lentz, 31, is alive 
and sober.

She, her husband Jack, 46, and their 
four children will welcome the new 
year together in a Grace Centers of 
Hope “after care” rental house in Pon­
tiac. She began the program, which 
includes group sessions, regular church 
attendance and continuing contact with 
a counselor, after graduating from her 
court-appointed one-year residency

See RECOVERY, Page A6

“I was mad. But we 
had kids together and 
I loved her. I knew if 
we could get past this 
and see our way 
through this, things 
could be different.... 
It was tough, a lot of 
tough times.”
JACK LENTZ
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GOALS
Continued from Page A1

ter rate hikes.
Slavens said all the 

water-related efforts 
should result in savings.

“It will make a differ­
ence,” she said.

Here’s a closer look at 
Canton’s goals and latest 
achievements:

»> In spring, the town­
ship board is expecting a 
report from the new 
Canton Roads Advisory 
Task Force led by Jim 
Kosteva, a former state 
representative and Can­
ton planner, and township 
Trustee Sommer Foster. 
The group is expected to 
identify needed repairs 
and possible options to 
pay for the work.

Technically, Wayne 
County is responsible for 
most local roads and 
streets, but it is cash- 
strapped. Siegrist said he 
is hopeful Canton can 
“take ownership” of the

issue.
In a separate issue, 

Ridge Road between 
Ford and Warren is bene­
fiting from a joint Can- 
ton-Wayne County pav­
ing project that Williams 
said should be complete 
by summer’s end.

» Canton took the 
next step toward improv­
ing its recycling efforts 
by ushering in an auto­
mated program in which 
trash hauler G F L  (Green 
for Life) Environmental’s 
trucks use robotic arms 
to pick up 64-gallon carts. 
Some residents com­
plained initially about the 
size of the carts, but 
officials say the program 
has proved successful.

»» Williams said he has 
forged new relations 
with Wayne County Exec­
utive Warren Evans, who 
spoke at Williams’s first 
State of the Township 
address.

“W e  spent 30 years 
throwing stones at 
Wayne County,” Williams 
said.
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H e  and other officials 
:are hopeful betted; rela­
tions caii bring results to 
Canton.

“W e  achieve more by 
cooperation,” Siegrist 
said.

» Canton plans to 
continue its efforts to 
combat the opioid epi­
demic, with Williams 
saying paramedics and 
police respond to one or 
two overdoses in a typ­
ical week. Local officials 
expect to join a lawsuit 
with other communities 
against pharmaceutical 
companies accused of 
aggressively marketing 
prescription drugs and 
contributing to the opioid 
epidemic, resulting in 
costs to local communi­
ties.

Williams said Canton 
is planning to organize a 
community forum to 
discuss the problem and 
ways to fight it. This 
comes after Canton Pub­
lic Safety already part­
ners with Growth Works 
and St. Mary Mercy Hos­
pital to help opioid vic­
tims, a move Williams 
said brings “hope, not 
handcuffs.”

» With autonomous 
vehicle technology on the 
rise at places such as 
Willow Run, Canton 
hopes to tap into the in­
dustry by luring compa­
nies to Canton in areas 
such as Michigan Ave­
nue. Siegrist expressed 
hope that Canton can 
become a leader in local 
efforts.

Williams said the tech­
nology is happening, 
whether people want it or 
not, so Canton may as 
well play a role.

“H o w  do we fit and 
how can we benefit?” he 
asked.

» Canton plans to 
continue chipping away 
at so-called legacy costs 
tied to retiree health care 
and pensions. Health 
care is the primary wor­
ry, but Williams said 
Canton is working to 
become fully funded in 
20 years.

Tim Faas, Canton municipal services director, talked about the township's n e w  2.5 
million-gallon storage tank that is expected to ease water rate hikes, file photo

Already, the township 
is setting aside $1 million 
a year to address the 
problem and has secured 
employee contracts that 
also help tackle it.

» For the ninth time, 
Canton is seeking a fed­
eral T I G E R  (Transporta­
tion Investment Generat­
ing Economic Recovery) 
grant to address Ford 
Road traffic woes. The 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation has in­
dicated the best solution 
is to transform Ford 
Road into a boulevard 
and eliminate left turns 
at major intersections.

Williams said the pro­
ject could top $30 million 
and involve Canton’s 
Downtown Development 
Authority, M O O T  and the 
federal government.

» Voters this year will 
be using new voting

equipment, joining com­
munities across the state. 
Siegrist also has stream­
lined voting precincts, 
splitting some that were 
heavy in voter numbers 
and closing some that 
were deemed too small. 
His efforts reduced the 
number of precincts 
from 42 to 40, a move 
that also saves on elec­
tion expenses.

» H o m e  values con­
tinue to rise in Canton, a 
move hailed by Slavens.

“I believe good things 
are happening for our 
community,” she said, 
adding she believes the 
trend will continue.

» Elected officials 
plan to take a closer look 
at property the township 
owns to determine what 
should be kept, possibly 
as green space, and what 
should be sold for poten­

tial development. Sie­
grist said the effort will 
allow Canton to make 
good decisions about its 
property.

» After meeting a 
rigorous set of standards, 
the Canton Municipal 
Services Department has 
been accredited by the 
American Public Works 
Association, joining Can­
ton Leisure Services, 
Canton Public Safety and 
the township’s finance 
department to achieve 
accreditation, Williams 
said. Next up: the Canton 
Fire Department, which 
would put Canton in an 
elite group of communi­
ties with all departments 
accredited.
dclem@hometownlrfe.com 
Twitter ©CantonObserver 
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From trains to Hall of Fame retirements, a look at 2017
Our various

hometownlife.com com­
munities had some very 
interesting things happen 
in 2017. Here’s a brief 
look at just a few of 
them: -
Canton
Oh, so close: The

Canton Chiefs came with­
in a point of the state 
football title game at 
Ford Field. One extra 
point would have sent the 
Division 1 regional final 
to overtime. A  successful 
two-point conversion 
would have given the 
Canton Chiefs a ticket to 
march on to the semi­
finals.

Veteran Canton head 
coach Tim Baechler opt­
ed to go for the win with 
40 seconds to go and the 
Chiefs down 27-26 to 
Novi Detroit Catholic 
Central following a 
clutch, 3-yard T D  pass 
from quarterback Con­
nor Engel to Noah 
Brown. But Labar Mor­
gan of the Shamrocks 
had other ideas. He 
plugged the gap in the 
line of scrimmage, stop­
ping junior running back 
Luke Jouppi inches short 
of the goal line and pre­
serving the regional 
championship.
Road work: Crum­

bling roads and deterio­
rating subdivision streets 
have long been a com­
plaint in Canton. With 
cash-strapped Wayne 
County having little m o n ­
ey to address the prob­
lem, local leaders formed 
a Canton Roads Advisory 
Task Force to develop a 
list of priorities for road 
repairs and explore op­
tions to pay for it.

Merritt approval: 
Monica Merritt felt like 
her first full year as the 
superintendent for Ply- 
mouth-Canton Communi­
ty Schools went about as 
well as it could have.

At the district’s Board 
of Education meeting 
earlier this month, Mer­
ritt found out board 
members agreed.

Merritt, evaluated 
using a tool provided by 
the Michigan Association 
of School Administrators, 
scored an 89.4 percent 
score (on a scale of 100). 
That rating places Mer­
ritt in the “effective” 
category.
Water storage: Seek­

ing a way to ease water 
rates for Canton resi­
dents, local officials in 
July formally celebrated 
the opening of a 2.5-mil- 
lion-gallon water storage 
facility on the township’s 
north end. It allowed 
Canton to store water 
and release it to custom­
ers during peak hours, a

move that is expected to 
gradually ease rate 
hikes.

Catching up: Canton 
delayed much-needed 
building repairs during 
the last recession. And 
now, the price tag to get 
caught up has been esti­
mated at $11.6 million by 
an outside consultant. It’s 
a blueprint for what 
needs to be done in com­
ing years, though deci­
sions remain about how 
to pay for the projects.
Plymouth

Baechler retires: Tim
Baechler absolutely 
loves football, especially 
coaching the Canton 
Chiefs. But the 50-year- 
old Plymouth resident 
loves family more. Bae­
chler announced at M o n ­
day night’s team banquet 
what those close to the 
team have been whis­
pering about for months 
—  he is retiring after 20 
years and 173 wins on the 
Canton sidelines.

“It’s a bittersweet 
feeling,” said Baechler, 
who talked about his 
decision during an exclu­
sive interview last week 
with Hometown Life. “I 
a m  sad to say goodbye to 
what was a large part of 
our family’s life for 20 
years as we raised our 
sons, but excited at the 
prospect of having some 
free time.”
Train problems: Nine 

hours. That’s how long a 
C S X  train blocked a rail­
road crossing in Ply­
mouth on a Monday in 
October, angering resi­
dents and local officials 
alike. Numerous blockag­
es occurred in 2017, but 
by year’s end C S X  and 
federal railroad officials 
had come to the table 
with area officials to 
discuss the situation and 
try to fix the problem.

Turning 150: Ply­
mouth celebrated its 
150th birthday as a city in 
2017, ushering in every­
thing from a special ex­
hibit at .the Plymouth 
Historical M u s e u m  to an 
extra-special Fourth of 
July parade. It was a 
proud year for the city.
As Mayor Oliver Wolcott 
put it, “You reach those 
milestones as a c o m m u ­
nity and it matters.”

PARC momentum:
The Plymouth Arts &  
Recreation Complex 
gained m omentum with 
27 arts, recreation and 
education tenants al­
ready renting space at 
the former Central Mid­
dle School two years ago. 
In November, P A R C  
President Don Soenen 
rolled out a $30 million 
capital fundraising cam­
paign to renovate the

Fallen trees hampered DTE Energy's efforts after a March 8 
windstorm, but the c ompany has revealed plans to improve its 
infrastructure and service reliability, file photo

Catholic Central's C a m  Ryan is brought d o w n  by a crowd of Chiefs, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

facility and build an ad­
jacent, 800-seat perform­
ing arts center.
Plymouth Township

New administration:
A  new administration 
vowed to focus on core 
services such as public 
safety. To that end, Ply­
mouth Township part­
nered with Northville 
Township to reopen Fire 
Station No. 2, which had 
been shuttered five 
years. It was a move to 
improve response times 
in the Lake Pointe sub­
division area.

Power plays: A  mas­
sive storm in March 
brought new attention to 
an ongoing problem in 
Plymouth Township - 
frequent power outages. 
Supervisor Kurt Heise 
sought input from resi­
dents and then worked 
with D T E  Energy to try 
to find a solution. D T E  
has now begun the proc­
ess of trimming trees 
and upgrading its infra­
structure.
Report card: Swept 

into office amidst a wave 
of voter discontent, Ply­
mouth Township’s su­
pervisor, clerk and trea­
surer faced a whirlwind 
of issues that forced 
them to quickly adapt to 
their new jobs leading 
this community of 27,500 
residents. They gave 
their first report card in 
March.
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Popular Plymouth Ice Festival set for Jan.

The Plymouth Ice Festival returns to the d o w n t o w n  area Jan. 
12-14. BILL BRESLER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Downtown Plymouth 
will host the 36th annual 
Plymouth Ice Festival, 
scheduled for Friday 
through Sunday, Jan. 
12-14. The Plymouth Ice 
Festival has a long-stand­
ing history of turning the 
downtown area into a 
magical winter wonder­
land filled with ice sculp­
tures and family activ­
ities. With more than 
100,000 individuals and 
families from all over 
attending each year, this 
is not a festival to be 
missed.

This year’s event will 
bring back fan favorite . 
activities such as the Ice 
Playground, Fire and Ice 
Towers and the Dueling 
Chain Saws Competition.

The annual Collegiate 
Ice Carving Competition, 
presented by Genysis 
Credit Union, will host 
two carving competitions 
for various Michigan 
colleges and universities. 
The individual contest 
will take place at 9 a.m. 
Saturday. Competitors 
will have three hours to 
carve their masterpieces. 
The ice-carving compet­
itors will take part in the

team competition start­
ing at 8 a.m. Sunday. 
Teammates will have to

work together to build 
and sculpt their ice carv­
ing. The winners, of each

contest will be an­
nounced and receive 
trophies each day at 1 
p.m.

Families can enjoy 
learning how to ski to­
gether at the Blue Care 
Network Cross Country 
Skiing Zone, presented 
by Sun and Snow. Sea­
soned professionals will 
explain the gear, help you 
suit up and set you off on 
the cross country skiing 
trail in Kellogg Park.

Another highly antici­
pated area of the festival 
is the Ice Playground. 
This interactive area is 
full of games carved out 
of ice and has plenty of 
opportunity for pictures, 
while the kids play with 
the ice. This is simply a 
“must see” at this year’s 
festival.

Those attendees look­
ing to quench their thirst 
will want to visit the E G  
Nick’s Party Lot on For­
est Avenue for cold beer, 
drink specials and live 
music. The Party Lot has 
become the place to be 
for the evening crowd, 
along with an awesome 
ice bar where you can 
enjoy some Svedka Vod­

ka specialties. This year 
will feature live enter­
tainment Friday for Pow­
er Play Detroit and 
Smoke and Mirrors on 
Saturday.

Other festival high­
lights:

» Opening ceremony 
—  At 7 p.m. Friday, the 
festival will officially 
open as city commission 
members will help cut 
the ribbon.

» D F C U  Financial 
Lights the Ice —  The 
festival becomes even 
more magical at night, as 
the ice carvings glow 
with color. W e  will flip 
the switch during the 
opening ceremony at 7 
p.m. Friday.

» Ally Financial Duel­
ing Chainsaws Competi­
tion - In this great com­
petition, scheduled for 7 
p.m. Saturday, ice carv­
ers are given 15 minutes, 
one block and their 
chainsaws to cbeate some 
of the most amazing ice 
carvings in the festival.

» Interactive Ice 
Sculptures —  Get your 
picture taken with some 
of the most amazing ice 
creations around. There

1 2 - 1 4
are a number of opportu­
nities to take a “selfie” 
with some remarkable 
and unique ice sculp­
tures.

» Fire and Ice —  See 
two basic elements as 
fire and ice are combined 
to create a dazzling dis­
play Friday h and Sat­
urday that is sure to wow. 
Towers are lit at approxi­
mately 7:30 p.m. each 
day and will burn for 
approximately two hours.

» The Hot Spot heated 
by Ehlers Heating &  Air 
Conditioning —  W a r m  up 
in style at the Hot Spot. 
Located under The Gath­
ering directly across 
from Kellogg Park, the 
Hot Spot features-local 
vendors, businesses, 
product demonstrations, 
a sitting area to take a 
load off your feet and 
(most importantly) lots 
of heat. The Hot Spot is 
open during all of the 
festival.

For more information, 
go to www.plymouthice 
festival.com or follow on 
social media at 
©Plymouthlce (Twitter) 
and on Facebook.

CANTON LIBRARY EVENTS
can help.Hero Hangout: 

Comics Reading 
Group
When: 7-8 p.m. third 

Wednesday of each 
month
Details: Do you love 

reading comics or learn­
ing about super heroes? 
Join us for Hero Hang­
out, a comic book club is 
for ages 7-12, and you 
choose what to read. 
Every week w e  will be 
sharing, reading and 
making comics. Partici­
pants are encouraged to 
bring a comic to share 
with a group, but are not

required.
O n  the Spot Tech 
Help
When: 5-7 p.m. each 

Wednesday and noon to 2 
p.m. each Saturday

Details: A  team of 
tech-savvy volunteers 
has been assembled at 
CPL to help you find the 
answers to those tech 
issues you can’t quite 
figure out on your own. 
Whether you need help 
while working on a pro­
ject at one of our comput­
ers, setting up. an email 
address or downloading 
an app on your phone, we

ELL Conversation 
Groups
When: 9:30-11 a.m. 

each Thursday and Fri­
day
Details: Practice 

speaking English in an 
informal setting with 
Community Literacy 
Council volunteers. See 
the English Language 
Learner Program F A Q  at 
www.cantonpl.org for 
more information.
Digital Drop-in Help
When: 10-11 a.m. each 

Friday

Details: Stop in to get 
one-on-one help with 
your e-readers from the 
friendly experts at the 
Information desk. Just 
bring your device and 
your desire to learn. 
Kindle users must bring 
Amazon log-in informa­
tion as well.
Computer Skills Lab 
for Beginners

When: 9-11 a.m. sec­
ond Saturday of each 
month

Details: If you are 
looking to build a founda­
tion of strong computer 
skills, including Internet

use and setting up an 
email account, stop in to 
CPUs Internet Lab. W e  
will have guided activ­
ities for practice with 
mouse skills, copying/ 
pasting and more, with 
trusted experts on hand 
to answer any questions 
you m a y  have or connect 
you to additional re­
sources.
Family Storytime
Details: Family Story­

time provides an oppor­
tunity for caregivers to 
actively engage with 
their children under age 
5. Together with a youth

librarian, you can build 
early literacy skills in a 
welcoming environment 
through meaningful sto­
ries, songs and play. En­
courage a love of lan­
guage and reading while 
practicing listening and 
cooperative tasks. Every 
Family Storytime is fol­
lowed by a half-hour of 
A B C  Activity Time. Go to 
www.cantonpl.org for a 
full December program 
schedule.
Preschool Storytime
Details: Preschool 

storytimes feature long­
er books, flannel board 
and rhymes designed for 
children ages 3/2-55. 
These activities help 
develop pre-reading and 
school-readiness skills. 
Children must be able to 
sit independently and be 
attentive for 30 minutes. 
Parents m a y  attend, if 
needed, to help transition 
their child to this pro­
gram, and all parents 
must remain in the chil­
dren’s department. Reg­
istration is required and 
you can pick a Monday or 
a Friday session. Go to 
www.cantonpl.org for 
registration and sched­
ule.
Baby Storytime
Details: Baby Story­

time is designed for ba­
bies 18 months and 
younger with an adult 
and features simple sto­
ries, songs and rhymes 
carefully chosen to build 
awareness of language 
and vocabulary, foster a 
love of books and provide 
a fun, interactive experi­
ence for babies and par­
ents/caregivers. Regis­
tration is required. Go to 
www.cantonpl.org for 
registration and sched­
ule.
Winter Break Movie 
Madness
When: 2 p.m. Friday, 

Dec. 29
Details: W h o ’s got 

free movies showing 
during Winter Break? W e  
do. Bring your own pil­
lows and/or blankets to 
cozy-up with and your 
own snacks to munch on. 
W e  will provide the hot­
test titles on our big 
screen. This month w e ’re 
showing “Jellyfish Eyes.”

Check us out on 
the Web every 
day at home 
townlife.com

■■
C A L L  F O R  A  F R E E  Q U O T E
( 3 1 3 )  7 6 8 - 9 2 4 3

KOHLER.
LIFETIME LIMITED 

WARRANTY

DESIGNED & ASSEMBLEDIN THE U.S.A.

LO-OMGOOfrUia-OI

Limited .time offer. Valid through D e c e m b e r  31st, 2017. Available with 
participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; or Na ssau County, NY; 
Suffolk County, NY; Westchester County, NY; an d Buffalo County, NY. Also 
m a y  not be available in other areas. Cannot be  combin ed with any other 
advertised offer. Dealer sets all prices a n d  dealer is responsible for full 

am ount of discount.

OIL CHANGEAND LUBRICATION SPECIAL

• Mobil 5W30 
Conventional Oil 
•ACDelcoOHFDter
• FREE MtiltJ-PoInt 
Inspection

Valid on most G M  vehicles not 
vaid with any other offer. Price 
applies to most GMVehides. 
Price does rat apply to semi 

or full synthetic and diesel ofc. 
Up to 5 qts. conventional ofl.

FRONT END ALIGNMENT. HUE 
R O m i O N  BALANCE & BRAKE INSPECTION
Not valid with other offers. 

M u s t  present c o u p o n  at time 
of write-up. Expires 12-31-17

n

INCLUDES:
TRANSMISSION-BRAKE POWER STEERING-COOLANT 

OR ANTI-FREEZE FUEL-DIFFERENTIAL
Not valid with any other ; 

offers. M u s t  present c o u p o n  1 
at time of wrile-up. 
Expires 12-31-17

SHAMPOO AND DETAIL INTERIOR W A K  AND WASH  EXTERIOR CLEAN U L  GLASS SURFACES & DETAIL ENGINE COMPARTMENT 
Cannot be combined with any 
other cou pon or offer. Call for 
appointment. Mus t present 
coupon. Exp. 12-31-17

ON TELEGRAPH-NORTH OF 1-696 
|  SERRACHEVROLET.COM 1248.354.6001
H S 5 9 8  ' I h v i i  I M  I vv I I I , , I nil><v, . •...i o h i )/ ,

TAX PROBLEMS

• Audits
• Federal &  State Taxes . Major
• Income & Payroll Taxes Accepted
• Criminal & Civil Tax Litigation
• IRS & State Installment Payment Plans
• IRS Settlement Offers-ln-Compromise 
Free consultation: (888) 829-3648www.abrahamandrose.com
Law Offices of Abraham &  Rose, RLC.
30500 Northwestern Hwy., Ste. 410, Farmington Hills

m



SAVE on Floor Models, One-Of-A-Kinds, D e m o  Models, Scratch &  Dent, 
S h o w  Models and More N o w  Through January 2, 2018. HURRY!

M A Y T A G
Outstanding selection of top loading and front loading washers and 
dryers. Special buys on one-of-a-kind products, scratch and dent 
models, and close-out models. Includes Factory Warranty. HURRY! At 
the special low prices offered these will be sold quickly!

Washers As L o w  As: Dryers As L o w  As:

S A V E  O V E R  $ 3 0 0

Top Brand Name Refrigerators at our lowest prices of the year.
25 Cu. Ft. Ice &  25 Cu. Ft. Ice &

Water Side by Side: Water French Door:

; Y<m\? HKKa] D̂ Kq W  ©S HBDD ̂MOfcQGQ ®B@OT!«k®[}i]©08 SaQ® W H&SKNm ©mm @§tsS B

M A Y T A G

m m ©

Whirlpool'

A  M  A  N  A* 5ESHSH JEMN-AIR
Biomberca 
e n A i c T

Scratch & Dent, Overstock, Open 
Box, Floor Models, Demos 
& Closeouts. Limited Quantities!

Starting 
At Only:
#DW24100B

Open stock 
double oven wall 
ovens from 

■ i Whirlpool

GREAT DEALS O N  N E W  GRILLS AT THE LOWEST PRICES OF THE SEASON!

a s

it:,: J*  ■ m

s i ' r i m a  B r o i l  K i n g .
g r i l l s  a n d  s m o k e r s  Great Barbecues Every Time

All in-stock grills and smokers are 
On SALE NOW, starting as low as:

w m %

Stop in to see our wide 
selection today!

SAVE N O W  O N  MAJESTIC SLEEP, SERTA &  iCOMFORT
Plush or Firm

Serta Majestic Sleep 
Mattress-Twin with 
391 PostureSmart™ 
innerspring and 
woven cover.

T W I N  M A T T R E S S  
S A L E  PRICE

Serta Majestic Sleep 
Heidleburg Mattress,
Queen with 532 Mira-Coil® 
innerspring and luxurious 
quilted knit cover

rfmmgr ■ P j P B f c ' f

Serta Majestic Sleep 
Westmark Queen: 
Luxurious Quilted Knit 
Cover, 2 Layers 1” HI IFD 
Support F o a m  
FlexBand™ M e m o r y  Gel 
739 Wrapped Coil 
4" F o a m  Encasement 
Motion Base Friendly

Q U E E N  SET 
S A L E  PRICE

Serta Perfect Sleeper 
Elite Trelleburg Plush 
mattress features Serta’s 
Cool Action™ Gel Me m o r y  
F o a m  and premium 886 Custom 
Support® Individually Wrapped Coil 
System. It is designed with a unique 
set of features to help solve 5 c o m m o n  

V sleep problems.

15870 Middlebelt Road 
Livonia, Ml 48154 
734.425.5040

www.billandrodsappliance.com Honest end Dependable S h o w r o o m  Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 A P  - 8:00 P M  
CSrtsiA 1 Q A S f c  Friday &  Saturday, 8:00 A M  - 5:00 P M
O i n c e  I Sunday Noon - 5:00

Bill &  Rod'sAPPLIANCES & MATTRESSES



Addicts kick drug habit with faith, life skills
i * S  J i

Sharon Dargay
hometownlife.com

MICHIGAN
USA TODAY NETWORK -  , '

Grace Centers of Hope houses a women's residential program 
in this building, grace centers of hope

The women's residential program at Grace Centers of Hope offers a variety of classes, including 
parenting and spiritual studies, grace centers of hope

Grace Centers of 
Hope in Pontiac offers a 
free, year-long residen­
tial program for sub­
stance abusers.

But it’s often the last 
place an addict wants to 
be.

“Grace Centers of 
Hope is usually the last 
stop for people. Most of 
our residents have been 
to numerous rehabs and 
there are numerous rea­
sons for that,” said Melis­
sa Aupperle, director of 
donor relations. “People 
want a quick fix. If 
you’ve been an alcoholic 
all your life, a three-day 
program is not going to 
cut it.

“A  lot of people want 
to do a short-term pro­
gram and they think one 
year is too long. W e ’ve 
found it important for 
people to dedicate a year 
of their life.”

Aupperle admits the 
program isn’t for every­
one. M e n  who are e m ­
ployed often are reluc­
tant to give up a job in 
exchange for working on 
their sobriety. Some 
prefer a secular environ­
ment.

“W e ’re a faith-based 
program and we don’t 
apologize for that,” she 
said. “W e  believe it’s the 
hurts of the heart that 
cause someone to use

drugs. W e  try to heal the 
hurts of the heart and we 
believe in taking a Chris­
tian approach.

“W e ’re building a 
community. It’s not just a 
facility.”

The organization runs 
separate year-long resi­
dential rehabilitation 
programs for both men 
and women. The women 
and children’s center has 
106 beds and the m e n ’s 
has 60 beds, along with a 
few private rooms. 
There’s also an emergen­
cy shelter for individuals 
and families. Hands of 
Hope Childcare Center 
offers day care for new­
borns through age 2, 
preschool for 3- and 4- 
year-old children and 
educational and recre­

ational programs for 
children of parents in­
volved in the organiza­
tion’s programs. Little 
Grace Village consists of 
several single- and multi­
family homes on a near­
by street.

Graduates of the resi­
dential rehab programs 
can rent the houses while 
involved in “after care” 
programs.

“One thing w e ’re pas­
sionate about here is 
reuniting families,” Aup­
perle said. “Lives res­
cued, families restored, 
hope renewed is the ta­
gline w e ’ve used.”
Life skills

In addition to Bible 
studies, twice-weekly 
church services and

Christian-based counsel­
ing, the organization 
offers a “comprehensive 
life skills program” to 
rehab participants.

“W e  focus on the 
whole person, not just the 
addiction. W e  want them 
to adopt healthy habits,” 
Aupperle said. Nutrition 
information, exercise, 
parenting in sobriety and 
job-hunting skills help 
program graduates be­
come “healthy, produc­
tive citizens.”

“People are busy 
here,” she said. “They’re 
also volunteering in a 
variety of ways. W e  have 
four thrift stores where 
they volunteer and gain 
retail experience.”

With no medical pro­
fessionals on staff, the

organization refers par­
ticipants to other agen­
cies for medical needs 
and psychological assess­
ments.

Grace Centers of 
Hope draws men and 
w o men from throughout 
Michigan for its year­
long program. The aver­
age age of participants 
was mid-40s for many 
years, but now the pro­
gram sees more 18- to 
30-year-olds.

Graduates who re­
lapse after leaving the 
program are encouraged 
to return for another 30 
or 60 days in residential 
rehabilitation.

“W e  don’t have bars on 
the doors and they are 
free to go if they feel the 
program isn’t right for 
them,” she said. “When 
people come here, there 
are no surprises. They 
know what our param­
eters are. They know 
w e ’re faith-based. They 
know the ground rules up

front.”
Grace Centers of 

Hope offers its resi­
dential drug rehabilita­
tion program free to 
participants.

The organization is 
funded by grants, private 
donations and fundrais­
ing events. Major events 
include the W o m e n  Help­
ing W o m e n  luncheon and 
fashion show in April, the 
David Mardigian Hope in 
One Memorial Golf Clas­
sic in June and the Night 
of Hope gala in N o v e m ­
ber.

Early tickets are avail­
able through Jan. 31 for 
the fashion show, lun­
cheon and silent auction, 
scheduled for April 21 at 
the Royal Park Hotel in 
downtown Rochester. 
Cost for individual ad­
mission is $90.

For more information, 
go online to
gracecentersofhope.org.
sdargay@hometownlife.com

Jack Lentz and daughter Piper, 3, playing, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

Jessica Lentz credits Grace Centers of Hope and her faith for 
her turnaround, bill bresler | hometownlife.com

RECOVERY
Continued from Page A1 

program.
Before entering the 

residency program, she 
had used both opioids 
and heroin, two of the 
drugs responsible for the 
greatest number of drug- 
related deaths from 2000- 
16, according to the N a ­
tional Institute on Drug 
Abuse.

In Michigan, drug 
overdose deaths in­
creased each year from 
2013-15. Of 1,981 overdose 
deaths in 2015,884 were 
from opioids, according 
to Attorney General Bill 
Schuette. In September, 
Schuette joined a coali­
tion of 40 attorneys gen­
eral that is investigating 
opioid pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and dis­
tributors. In October, he 
and other attorneys gen­
eral asked Congress to 
make treatment for 
opioid addiction more 
affordable and acces­
sible.

That same month, 
Wayne and Oakland 
counties sued several 
drug manufacturers and 
distributors. According 
to the lawsuit, which was 
filed in U.S. District 
Court, “Michigan health 
care providers wrote 11 
million prescriptions for 
opioid drugs in 2015 and 
another 11 million in 2016 
—  more annual opioid 
prescriptions than Michi­
gan has people.”

Lentz is well-aware of 
opioid statistics. She 
lived them while growing 
up.
Addictive family

The Florida native 
recalls that her mother 
took opioids for a back 
injury and multiple sur-typ-pipo

“It wasn’t like she 
became an addict by 
choice at first,” Lentz 
said. “She was on every 
drug —  morphine, Dilau- 
did, you name it. It 
seemed that m y  mother 
was having a surgery 
every couple of years m y  
whole life. She’d be in 
bed a lot. I was cooking 
whole meals when I was 
8,9 years old. This is just 
how it was.”

As a teenager, she 
mirrored her mother’s 
coping skills, using alco­
hol at first and then ex­
perimenting with Vico- 
din.

She met her future 
husband Jack in 2005,

while working as a wait­
ress at a seafood restau­
rant he managed in Or­
lando, Fla. They had their 
first daughter, Rylie, a 
year later. When the 
restaurant was sold, Jack 
went to truck driving 
school and got a job in 
Michigan. In 2010, they 
moved to Milford, where 
Jack had grown up and 
where family members 
lived.

Lentz worked as a 
waitress in Howell brief­
ly and then became a 
stay-at-home m o m  for 
their son, Silas, now 6.
She also made friends 
with other m o m s  and 
dads who were “heavy 
partiers, drinkers and 
people who took pills,” 
just like her family and 
friends did in Florida.
She paid friends $20 a 
pill and sometimes 
sought medication on her

own from urgent care 
centers for non-existent 
medical problems.

“It gave m e  energy 
and there was no hang­
over,” she said. “I’d be up 
for days just going and 
cleaning. I felt like super 
mom. You walked into 
m y  house and it was 
immaculate. You walked 
into m y  lifestyle and it 
seemed I had everything 
together, but I didn’t. 
Everything I did, I did 
high.”
Trying heroin

She initially took a pill 
once or twice a day, but 
began searching for a 
stronger high as her 
tolerance for the drugs 
grew. Vicodin gave way 
to Dilaudid and OxyCon- 
tin. One day in 2011, when 
she couldn’t find any pills 
for sale, she reluctantly 
took a friend’s advice to

try heroin. She snorted 
the drug at first, but it 
wasn’t long before she 
began injecting it.

W h e n  the family be­
gan receiving shut-off 
notices for unpaid utility 
bills in 2012, Jack con­
fronted her.

“I was mad,” he said. 
“But we had kids togeth­
er and I loved her. I knew 
if we could get past this 
and see our way through 
this, things could be dif­
ferent. I stuck it out. It 
was tough, a lot of tough 
times.”

H e  cut off her access 
to a checking account 
and credit cards. H e  paid 
her bond the first and 
second times she was 
arrested for felony retail 
fraud, but let her sit in 
jail for months after 
another arrest. A  court- 
ordered 90-day treatment 
plan followed. Ninety

days turned into 120 days 
and she eventually 
moved into sobriety 
housing in Pontiac, but 
was evicted for not pay­
ing rent.

“M y  first experience 
in a treatment center 
helped m e  a lot at that 
time, but I started using 
within a week of leav­
ing,” she said. “Ninety 
days is not enough for 
anybody.”

Although she was 
reluctant to spend a year 
at Grace Centers of 
Hope, she found cam­
araderie and a sense of 
community. She was 
allowed to bring her 
children to the center’s 
day care and learned to 
parent while sober. The 
couple met with a mar­
riage counselor and 
Lentz took classes in 
relapse prevention, ad­
diction cycle, spiritual 
studies and job skills.

“You dig deep into 
your heart and experi­
ences in your life to try 
and figure out why on 
Earth you stuck needles 
in your arm,” she said. “I 
was a survivor of verbal, 
mental and sexual abuse. 
These things had hap­
pened and I didn’t ac­
knowledge them. I just 
medicated them.”

The couple married 
and Lentz was hired as a 
receptionist at Grace 
Centers. After Lentz

graduated from the resi­
dential program, the 
family planned to move 
into a nearby house 
owned by Grace Centers 
to complete their two- 
year after care experi­
ence. While the house 
was being renovated, 
Lentz commuted each 
day from Milford. She 
gave birth to her third 
child, Piper, now 3, but 
soon found the pressures 
of work and motherhood 
overwhelming.

She relapsed and re­
turned to the residential 
program three times in 
2015 before the family 
moved into their new 
house in Pontiac.

Lentz, who gave birth 
to their second son, Co­
hen, nine weeks ago, is 
nearly finished with the 
after care program. She 
has plans to become a 
certified personal trainer 
and also hopes to minis­
ter to the homeless or 
victims of human traf­
ficking. She’s teaching 
her children about empa­
thy toward the homeless 
and drug-addicted.

“I’m  not on probation,” 
she said. “I’m  sober be­
cause I want to be. M y  
family is strong. M y  faith 
is strong and I’m  excited 
to see what God has next 
in m y  life.”
sdargay@hometownlife.com



Send calendar items to 
UV-0ENewstip@ 
hometownlife.com. Items must 
be received at least two weeks 
prior to the event.

Trains at Plymouth 
library

The Great Lakes 
Chapter of the European 
TVain Enthusiasts will be 
back at the Plymouth 
District Library this 
holiday season, with 
European model trains 
running through cities 
and countryside. The 
library’s main level 
meeting rooms will house 
the chapter’s expansive 
collection.

Local resident Jan 
Eisen is a member of the 
Great Lakes Chapter of 
the European Train En­
thusiasts and is oversee­
ing the installation of this 
display. A  member of the 
organization since 2000, 
Eisen was the owner of 
Eisenbahn Model Trains, 
a shop which was located 
in Plymouth a number of 
years ago. For more in­
formation on the club, go 
to www.etegl.org.

This display is free 
and open to the public - 
made possible through 
the generous support of 
the Friends of the Ply­
mouth District Library. It 
will be open 9:30 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec; 28; 9:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. FYiday,
Dec. 29; 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30; 
and 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Thesday, Jan. 2.

The library is located 
at 223 S. Main Street in 
downtown Plymouth.
Village Theater art 
exhibit

The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill will exhibit 
the collected works of 
the Ann Arbor Fiberarts 
Guild in the Gallery®VT 
through Jan. 1. Works on 
display include a wide 
variety of fiber art, such 
as basketry, beading, 
bead embroidery, bead 
weaving, kumihimo, 
crochet, doll making, 
dyeing and painting, 
embroidery, felting, gar­
ment design and con­
struction, handmade 
paper and book art, knit­
ting, knotting, quilting, 
sewing, spinning, weav­
ing and surface design.

The exhibit is free and 
open to the public from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, during 
public performances at 
the theater and by ap­
pointment by calling 
734-394-5300. The gallery 
is closed holidays.

The Village Theater at

Cherry Hill is located at 
50400 Cherry Hill Road. 
For more information, 
734-394-5300 or go to 
www. canton village 
theater.org.
Hats for the 
Homeless

Plymouth Community 
United W a y  is gearing up 
for the annual Hats for 
the Homeless drive, 
scheduled to run through 
Dec. 29 in an effort keep 
our homeless community 
w a r m  during the winter 
months. N e w  and hand­
made items can be 
dropped at the P C U W  
office from 7:45 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 
7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Friday.

Should your company 
or group like to partici­
pate by hosting a drive 
on-site or like to sponsor 
items like coats or blan­
kets, contact Randi at 
734-453-6879, ext. 5. For 
more information, go to 
www.plymouthunited 
way.org.
Veterans dinner

The V.F.W. Post No. 
6695,1426 S. Mill Street, 
in Plymouth will host a 
welcome home dinner for 
all veterans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan and their 
family members 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7. 
Membership sign-up for 
the V.F.W. will be avail­
able, as well as hats and 
pins for sale, music from 
D.J. Koz, a 50/50 drawing, 
a tin can basket raffle 
and door prizes.

All Iraq and Afghani­
stan veteran, plus one 
guest, will be admitted 
free. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $8 for children 
at the, door. All proceeds 
will go to V.F.W. Post 
6695. For more informa­
tion, caU (989) 313-5407 
or email
strawjazz@yahoo.com.
PARC community 
forum

The Plymouth Arts &  
Recreation Complex will 
hold a community forum 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, 
at the Penn Theatre, 760 
Penniman Ave., in Ply­
mouth. P A R C  will update 
the community on its 
future plans to preserve 
and re-purpose the his­
toric former Plymouth 
High/Central Middle 
School into an arts and 
recreation center and 
add a new Performing 
Arts Center as well as 
respond to questions.

Everyone is invited to 
witness the progress

Canton library offers 
new winter program

The Canton Public 
Library is offering a new 
online-based program 
designed to kick your 
winter blues.

Electrify Your Winter 
is a program that starts 
Jan. 1 and ends March 20, 
which is the Interna­
tional Day of Happiness. 
Electrify Your Winter 
offers ways to stay in­
volved in the library 
community without nec­
essarily leaving the com­
fort of your w a r m  and 
cozy couch. This pro­
gram does not require 
registration and has 
something for everyone.

“W e  wanted to find a 
way to meet you wher­
ever you are this winter 
while providing engaging 
activities of all sorts,” 
said Laura Fawcett, pro­
gram librarian. There’s a 
checklist challenge, 
where you can read e- 
books/books, listen to 
music from another dec­
ade, learn words in a new 
language, watch a movie 
that is set outside of the 
U.S. and many other 
challenges.

“You can navigate the 
challenges at your own 
pace and in whatever 
way you want to,” F a w ­
cett said. “Whether you 
decide to try a new reci­
pe, listen to ’60s music,

try a genre of music 
outside of your normal 
play lists, learn to m e d ­
itate or read a book that 
used to be a best seller, 
we welcome you to Elec­
trify Your Winter with 
us.”

The library will also 
broadcast live storytimes 
from weekly scheduled 
programs on Facebook, 
just in case it’s too snowy 
to leave your house or 
you don’t want to deal 
with boots and snow 
suits. Librarians will also 
read stories fireside for 
full access on the Canton 
Public Library’s YouTube 
channel whenever you 
want to, whether that be 
on a snowy day or on a 
day you’re looking for 
something to entertain 
the kids with.

When you do come 
visit the library, you may 
be surprised with hot 
chocolate, coffee or tea 
to w a r m  you up before 
you head back into the 
Michigan cold.

For more information 
on Electrify Your Winter, 
go to www.cantonpl.org 
or contact Fawcett at 
fawcettl@cantonpl.org. 
The Canton Public Li­
brary is located at 1200 
Canton Centqr Road. For 
more information on the 
library, call 734-397-0999.

AREA EVENTS

The Plymouth District Library will host a model train exhibit 
over the holiday break.

made since its inception 
and share in the vision 
for the future. Prelimi­
nary designs, site plans 
and renderings of the 
facilities will be on dis­
play and available for 
public review.

P A R C  is a 501(c)3 
public charity. For more 
information, contact Don 
Soenen at 734-516-4053 or

dsoenen@gmail.com.
Baseline Folk 
Society

The Baseline Folk 
Society continues its 13th 
season at The J W H  Cen­
ter for the Arts, Ply­
mouth Community Arts 
Council, at 774 N. Shel­
don Road.

Tickets are $5 at the

door, including perform­
ers. Sign-up for open mic 
starts at 6:15 p.m. and 
ends at 6:40 p.m. Perfor­
mances are the third ’ 
Saturday of each month, 
September through May.
Music at the Elks

Blues @  The Elks hap­
pens 7-10 p.m. the second 
Tliesday of each month at 
the Plymouth Ann Arbor 
Elks Lodge No. 325 in 
partnership with the 
Detroit Blues Society 
(detroitbluessociety.org). 
There is a $5 donation at 
the door and bring your 
dancing shoes.

Jazz @  The Elks hap­
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last 
TYiesday of each month. 
There is a $10 donation at 
the door, which includes 
hors d’oeuvres.

The Plymouth Ann 
Arbor Elks Lodge No. 325 
is at 41700 Ann Arbor 
Road, Plymouth. For 
more information, call 
734-453-1780, go to 
www.plyaa325.com or 
email jazzattheelks® 
gmail.com.

AARPTaxAide 
looking for 
volunteers

Every year, A A R P  
provides free income tax 
preparation services for 
seniors and other moder­
ate income families from 
February through April. 
A A R P  is looking for new 
volunteers to become tax 
counselors. You should 
know how to use a com­
puter and the internet, 
and be experienced with 
income tax preparation.

Training will be pro­
vided to learn the tax 
software and tax law, to 
prepare you for certifica­
tion. Training classes in 
mid-January are being 
scheduled now. Volun­
teers are expected to be 
active about one day per 
week during the tax sea­
son.

You can apply by com­
pleting an application 
online at aarpfoundation 
.org/taxaide or call 
888-227-7669.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Edward Joseph Taras
C L I F T O N  - Edward Joseph Taras passed away 

peacefully on December 19, 2017, after a brief ill­
ness. Ed was born and raised in Clifton, N e w  Jersey, 
the son of Polish immigrants, Andrew and Angela 
(Mysliwiec) Taras. At age sixteen, he became a proud 
U S  Marine and fought in World W a r  II, sewing as 
a gunner on B-29 bombers in the Paci?c theater.
H e  used the GI Bill to attend Antioch College in 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, where he studied history. As 
a young father, he mo ve d  to Connecticut to earn a 
Master of Arts in Teaching at Wesleyan University.
In 1955, E d  and his family m o v e d  to Michigan, 
where he was hired by the Birmingham Public Schools. H e  became a beloved 
history teacher at both Seaholm and Groves High Schools and was na me d  
the district s Teacher of the Year in 1973. During his thirty-seven-year career, 
Mr. Taras became locally famous for his candid and humorous lectures 
with titles like, “Castles Are Dirty.” W h e n  asked, “W h a t  do you teach?” he’d 
always answer, “I teach kids.” After retirement, Ed split his time between 
Yellow Springs and Clifton, and then mo ve d  to A n n  Arbor in 2010, where 
he enjoyed retirement with his friends at Lurie Terrace. A  voracious reader, 
Ed was a lifelong student of history (especially of WWII), read the N e w  
York Times daily, and always had perceptive observations about national 
and world events. Ed is survived by his signi?cant other, Ellen Ransey; his 
three sons, Marc, Jeff, and Andrew Taras; two daughters-in-law, Stephanie 
Kadel Taras and Bethany Taras; ?ve grandchildren, Donovan, Evan, Issabella, 
Molly, and Aidan Taras; and three sisters, Julie Dziedzic, Sandra Kozdeba, 
and Bernice (Bob) Bizub. H e  is predeceased by his sister, A n n  Taras. A  
memorial will be held on December 29, 2017,2:00 p.m., at the A n n  Arbor 
City Club, 1830 Washtenaw Avenue, A n n  Arbor, Michigan 48104. In lieu of 
?owers, contributions m a y b e  m a d e  to Glen Helen Nature Preserve, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio (glenhelen.org) or The Planetary Society (planetary.org).

Irene Marcele Jenks (Correll) Kortes
- - Irene Marcele Jenks 

(Correll) Kortes, 98, 
passed away on D e c e m ­
ber 13, 2017. She was 
born on July 2, 1919 in 
Wabash, Indiana to the 
late Charles E. Jenks and 
Cora M a e  Nicely.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, for­
m e r  husbands, Richard
V. Correll and H o w a r d
W. Kortes; three brothers, Manard, Harold and 
Go rd o n  Jenks; daughter, Kathleen Barry; and 
step-son, Th om a s  Kortes. Survivors include, son 
Steven A. Correll (Julie) of Marietta, GA; son- 
in-law, Jack Barry of Hot Springs Village, AR; 
step-daughters Margo A. Kortes of Lansing, M I  
and M a r y  Lee Ambel (Eric) of Brooklyn, NY; five 
grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren.
Irene was a m e m b e r  of the Order of the Eastern 

Star in Niles. MI, First Congregational Church 
of Portland, M I  and former m e m b e r  of the H S V  
Ladies 9-hole Golf League. She was a secretary at 
Miles Labs in Elkhart, IN, a legal secretary in San 
Antonio, T X  and an executive secretary at T R W  in 
Portland, MI. Irene moved to Hot Springs Village 
in 1979 from Portland, MI.
Memorial Service will be held 10 a.m. Thursday, 

January 4,2017 at Caruth Village Funeral H o m e  in 
Hot Springs Village. Internment will take place at 
Rice Cemetery in Elkhart, Indiana at a later date.
Guests m a y  register at www.caruth-hale.com

Scott Anthony 
Eagle

- - Eagle, Scott A n ­
thony Age 51 D e c e m ­
ber 21,2017 of Canton 
Loving partner of Bud 
Saylor, for 30 years. 
Beloved son of the late 
Kenneth and Barbara 
Eagle. Dearest brother 
of Judy Bush, Dianne 
Sturgeon and Greg Ea­
gle. Precious uncle. Fu­
neral Service was held 
Wednesday, D e c e m ­
ber 27, 2017, 11:00am 
at the Taylor Chapel 
of the Howe-Peterson 
Funeral Ho me ,  9800 S. 
Telegraph Road. Share 
a m e m o r y  at w w w .  
howepeterson.com
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Wendy L. Blohm
C A N T O N  - Suddenly 

passed away December 
22,2017, age 73. Cher­
ished wife of Bob. Be­
loved sister of Connie 
(bob) Wilson, and Lori 
(Steve) Moreland. Dear 
sister-in-law of Larry 
(Beverly) Edler, and 
T o m  Edler. Loving aunt 
of Lt. Col. Eric (renee) 
Wilson, Jason Wilson, 
A n n  (Jeremy) LeVan, 
Lori (Landon) M a r ­
tin, Ryan, Kent, and 
Greg Edler, Christa 
(Jason) Romel, Tyler 
Moreland, and 9 great 
nieces and nephews. 
Visitation Thursday, 
December 28th, 3 P M  
until the Thursday 7 
P M .  Funeral Service at 
Vermeulen-Sajewski 
Funeral H o m e ,  46401 
W. A n n  Arbor Road, 
Plymouth (btwn Shel­
don and Beck). M e m o ­
rials m a y  be m a d e  to 
the Educational Excel­
lence Foundation. To 
share a memory, please 
visit vermeulenfuneral- 
home.com

VERMEOLEN-SAJBWSKI 
FUNERAL " t f W ’CREMATlON HOMES SERVICES



TMs New Year arrives witli a specially made her d’oeevre feast.
Select from an outstanding array of meats, 

seafood and pasta, or order something n e w  for 
your N e w  Year’s party.Fresh • Loccul • NmIMTMI C M  or view the baskets online at
www.joesproduce.com

Gourmet Market

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, livonia, Ml 48152
Sale valid 12-27-16 thru 1-2-17 Holiday Hours: 5J®n-Fri 0-8; Sun &  M o n  (New Year's Eve and Day) 9-6Wh il e Supplies Last • Prices subject to change.
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Classic Chicken$9.99 »
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HardSalami$4.991.
save $2.00
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USDA Premium Ghoice Angus Fresh AIIHatnralPremium Fresh UlHaturalGround Beef Baby Back Bone-m center from Sirloin Ribs cm pork chops
$ 3 4 9 ib $2.19 ib
swot $2.00 save $1.50
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save $100
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Joe’s Gourmet 
Catering & Events

save $2.00 save $3.00 / Weddings, showers,
graduations, cocktail parties, I 

picnics or meetings...FINE CHEESES
gam $4.00

Appiewood El Trigal 6 M  Fromager
Smoked Cheddar Manchego D’addinnis
$11.99 ib $13.99 m $9.99

whatever your event! 
Visit us at:

www.jocsgourmctcatcring.com 
or the Knot

All Natural Fresh Atlantic
Lamb Loin Chops Salmon Fillefs$8.99 il I

gave $2.00

Lobster TailsM  American
l i i P  j
" f .. . m

tm
ib.

save $4.00save $4.00 save $4.00

Everyday GOURMETFriedChicken Sloppy
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Brazilian
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Loaf
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Grand Reopening!
Come See Our New Look! 
Art of Bread Hours:
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GROCERY
Townhouse & Yoders Cheese LaysClub Crackers Shreds & Blocks Potato Chips
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Mike's Best Buy oftheWeek WINE CELLAR
LaMarca Korbel Doederer Founders Prosecco Sparkling Wines Brut Premier BrewinnCo.$13.99,. $ 1 1 . 9 9 $ 8 . 9 9 . . .
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B O Y S  BASKET B A L L CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Plymouth’s strong balance 
stymies John Glenn, 64-57
'Cats lead wire-to-wire, sparked by five players scoring in double digits

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK —  MICHIGAN

With Joe Moon IV in the 
backcourt, Westland John 
Glenn’s boys basketball team 
never is out of a game.

But the Rockets never were 
able to overcome a sluggish 
start Dec. 21 at Plymouth, fall­
ing behind 8-0 and never enjoy­
ing the lead —  ultimately fall­
ing 64-57 in a K L A A  Black 
Division match-up.

Plymouth (3-2 overall, 1-1 in 
the division) managed to hang 
tight despite a 26-point effort 
from Moon, a junior point 
guard who is equally danger­

ous shooting from outside or 
taking the ball to the rim. The 
Wildcats benefited from hav­
ing five players score 10 or 
more points.

“W e  did a nice job on the 
glass,” Plymouth head coach 
Mike Soukup said. “It was 
definitely a focus coming in. I 
thought we played really well 
as a unit.”

Moon also played tight de­
fense against Plymouth senior 
guard Anthony Crump, allow­
ing the Division I recruit to 
score just 11 points.

“They, obviously, were try­
ing to take Anthony away,” 
Soukup said. “Joe Moon was 
face to face with him the whole

game, which was an intelligent 
thing on their part to do. But 
other guys were cognizant of 
that and stepped up and really 
made some plays tonight.”

John Glenn head coach Rod 
Watts, whose team dropped to 
1-2, said his squad kept battling 
in an attempt to make up for 
the early deficit.

An inability to get on a good 
offensive run —  acerbated by 
struggles rebounding and 
keeping Plymouth players 
from getting into the paint —  
wound up costing the Rockets.

“That’s where I was getting 
on m y  guys about boxing out,”

See PLYMOUTH, Page B3
Battling around the basket are Plymouth's Troy Aikins (center) and 
Westland John Glenn's Frankie Braxton (left) and Asonta Hargrove, j o h n  
K E M S K I  | E X P RE S S  P H O T O

W O M E N ' S  S O C C E R BOYS BASKETBALLTHE NEXT STEP
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Grand Valley State's Gabriella Mencotti (right) is looking for a chance to play in the National W o m e n ' s  Soccer League, e m i l y  f r y e  |t h e  l a n t h o r n

Division II Player of the Year Mencotti eyes pro tryout
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —  MICHIGAN

Gabriella Mencotti’s list of 
achievements for the Grand 
Valley State University w o m ­
en’s soccer program the past 

B four years has been stagger­
ing, to say the least.

The 5-foot-ll forward from

Northville High School played 
in and started more matches 
than any Lakers player in his­
tory, finishing her highly deco­
rated career second all time in 
goals (85) and total points 
(203). The Novi resident also 
ranked third all time in game­
winning goals (22) and assists 
(43).

And despite being the cen­

ter of attention by opposing 
teams, Mencotti led the nation 
in goals (30) and points (70) 
while dealing 10 assists en 
route to being named the Divi­
sion II Conference Commis­
sioners Association National 
Player of the Year for the sec­
ond straight season.

During her career, Mencotti 
played on two N C A A  Division

II championship 
teams (2014-15) 
and one national 
runner-up 
squad (2016). 

This season, 
Mencotti the Lakers fin­

ished 20-4,
reaching the elite eight before 
losing 3-1 to No. l-ranked and 
eventual national champion 
Central Missouri, which fin-

See MENCOTTI, Page B2

Catholic 
Central 
grounds 

Falcons for 
5-0 start
Lukomski’s 19 points 

leads balanced Shamrocks 
attack in 74-63 win

Brad Emons
hometownlffe.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK —  MICHIGAN

Novi Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral has proven to be a high- 
scoring team en 
route to a 5-0 
boys basketball 
season start.

The Sham­
rocks came in 
averaging 80 
points per Abdelnour
game, but the
defense wasn’t quite where it 
could have been following a 
92-84 win six days earlier 
(Dec. 15) over Beverly Hills 
Detroit Country Day.

“W h e n  we went to prac­
tice, we really tuned up on 
defense. That’s what we real­
ly focused on,” C C  senior 
guard A.J. Abdelnour said. 
“Limiting teams, I think our 
goal is 54 a game. W e  don’t 
want to give up anymore than 
that and w e ’ll win, because 
we can score way more than 
that.”

C C  tightened things up on 
defensive end Dec. 21 for 
three quarters and it resulted 
in 74-63 triumph at home over 
Dearborn Divine Child.

“W e  gave up 84 last time, 
not as many this time,” CC 
coach Bill Dyer said. “W e ’re 
still young and we still have 
things to learn, I think. Of 
course, we could have made 
more free throws late to help 
us out, but it was a solid ef­
fort and they’re good, too. 
They’re well-coached. They 
kept us off-balance for a little 
bit.”

The Shamrocks led 32-25 
at halftime, after leading by

See SHAMROCKS, Page B3

M M  MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS

C i S M

MORE REWARDING.
Save more this holiday season with a
C o m m u n i t y  Financial Credit Card!

m m

Visit cfcu.org/cards for more information.

C o m m u n i t y
F i n a n c i a l
CFCU.ORG/CARDS
877.937.2328

’Annual Percentage Rate (APR) m ay  vary. Subject to application and approval, 
rate will be based on application, credit history and card type chosen. Choice 
Rewards available on Platinum Rewards &  World MasterCards. Call for 
complete details. Federally insured by N C U A  © 2 0 1 7  Community Financial



USA HOCKEY

Trading places: U.S. N T D P ’s DeRidder, M S U ’s Miller
Tim Smith

hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK —  

MICHIGAN

If Drew DeRidder and 
T o m m y  Miller passed 
each other inside U S A  
Hockey Arena in Ply­
mouth, nobody would 
have blamed them for 
going toward the wrong 
locker room.

The Dec. 16 hockey 
game between DeRid- 

der’s U.S. 
National 
Team De­
velopment 
Program 
U-18 team 
and Mil­

DeRidder

___, '
Miller

ler’s Michi­
gan State 
University 
squad 
proved to 
be an in­
teresting 
tale of 
trading 
places.

DeRid­
der, a 5-10 goalie and 
Fenton resident, will be a 
future Spartans goaltend- 
er. Meanwhile, M S U  
freshman defenseman 
Miller, from West Bloom­
field, skated last season 
for the U.S. U-18 team.

Although both enjoyed 
the chance to square off 
against (take your pick) 
their future or past team, 
they said they ap­
proached the 60 minutes 
of action like any other 
game on the schedule.

“It’s great to play all 
the college teams I’m  
going to face next year,” 
said DeRidder, who 
played a strong game in a 
3-0 defeat (allowing just
two goals; the third M S U  
goal was an empty-net- 
ter). “And it’s great to 
play the future team and 
play against all the kids 
I’m  going to play with in 
the next couple years.

“I try to just treat it 
like another game and 
not get excited, but it’s 
hard not to get hyper 
about it. I felt I kept it 
under control.”

Miller, who honed his 
playing skills as a young­
ster in the Little Caesars, 
Honeybaked and Compu- 
ware programs before 
playing 2015-17 with the 
NTDP, said it was nice to 
play in his former team 
at the Beck Road arena. 
But “you go at it the 
same way as any other 
game.”

That doesn’t mean 
Miller didn’t have a little 
extra jump in his skates 
when he took the ice to 
go against the U.S. Last 
season, he was part of the

Michigan State goalie Ed Minney and defenseman T o m m y  Miller face their former team Dec. 16. At right for the N T D P  U-18 
squad is defenseman A d a m  Samuelsson. rena laverty | usa hockey

/
team that won a gold 
medal at the 2017 Inter­
national Ice Hockey Fed­
eration U-18 World 
Championship in Slova­
kia.

H e  worked tirelessly 
to make the opening day 
roster in 2016-17, after 
playing sparingly for the 
N T D P  U-17 team in 2015-

16.
“Made the (U-18) team 

(last year) and took ad­
vantage of all the facil­
ities and coaching,” Mil­
ler said. “It worked out 
well.”

Another plus for Mil­
ler is the fact M S U ’s new 
coaching staff (head 
coach Danton Cole, asso­

ciate coach Chris Luongo 
of Novi and goalie coach 
Joe Exter) came over 
from the N T D P  at the 
same time.

“On the same page 
with a lot of things (with 
Cole),” Miller said. “I 
know his mottos and how 
he stands on things and 
how he wants things to be

done.
“W e  kind of have a 

similar background on 
that and determination... 
just the right attitude. It 
comes from here (USA 
Hockey) and translates 
over to Michigan State.”

Miller then smiled 
about facing the guy who 
will be a M S U  goalie in

2018-19.
“It’s pretty cool for 

(DeRidder),” Miller said. 
“I was in the same shoes 
as him, playing m y  fu­
ture school. It’s weird, 
but it’s very cool.”

At the other end of the 
rink from DeRidder was 
Michigan State senior 
goalie Ed Minney, who 
stands 6-4 and plays a 
different style between 
the pipes. Minney also is 
an N T D P  graduate, al­
though he played when 
the program was based 
in Ann Arbor.

“I don’t know (Min­
ney) very well,” DeRid­
der said. “It’s cool to be 
going in the same 
places.”
Looking to future

On Dec. 16, DeRidder 
was focused on helping 
his current team. But 
once the hard-fought 
contest was over, he 
couldn’t help but think 
about what the future 
holds for him. If all goes 
well, he’ll be a Spartan in 
2018-19.

“The next few years 
will be really nice,” D e ­
Ridder said. “( M S U ’s) 
game is completely dif­
ferent than ours. They 
focus on more of a defen­
sive style and w e ’re all 
fast-paced offense.

“It’s going to be an 
adjustment, but as a 
goalie, it’s good to have a 
team wanting to play 
defense in front of you.”

That he isn’t going to 
suddenly add four or five 
inches to his frame over 
the next year doesn’t 
bother him too much, 
either.

“I’m  not too big, so it’s 
not good to (for him) to 
have a ‘butterfly, block 
and get in the way’ 
style,” he said. “You got 
to be more aware, know 
where everyone is and 
then be ready to react to 
everything.”

N o w  that DeRidder 
has an up-close-and- 
personal taste of what it 
will be like to play col­
lege hockey, he can’t wait 
to reach M u n n  Ice Arena 
—  after helping the U.S. 
capture some more inter­
national tournament 
hardware, of course.

“I skate with a lot of 
high-level N H L  players 
and college players dur­
ing the summer,” he said. 
“That should be a good 
thing for m e  to do. And, 
obviously, off-ice is a 
really big deal.”
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

MENCOHI
Continued from Page B1

ished 26-0.
In her final game, it 

was only fitting that 
Mencotti scored her 
team’s lone goal.

“It was a great four 
years. I enjoyed every 
season,” Mencotti said. 
“Coming in with a nation­
al championship and 
leaving with such an 
amazing class ... it’s such 
a great team to finish off, 
I think. It was a very 
successful four years 
and something that I’ll 
always remember. The 
best choice I ever made 
was going to that univer­
sity. Nothing but happy 
with the decision I made. 
I’m  glad to be done and 
some new players can 
come in that I can watch, 
so I’m  excited for the 
future.”

The consensus first 
team All-America choice 
also earned the Academ­
ic All-American of the 
Year award from College 
Sports Information Di­
rectors of America and 
United Soccer Coaches 
named her a first team 
Scholar All-America. 
H E R O  Sports named her 
the Division II w o m e n ’s 
soccer H E R O  of the Year.

“I think last year, after

losing such a great class 
and gaining 14 new play­
ers, I think w e  did a good 
job adjusting to the dy­
namic of the team and 
what new people we had 
coming in,” Mencotti 
said. “Obviously, we 
didn’t get as far as we 
wanted, but I think we 
still had an exceptional 
season. All our new play­
ers stepped up, our re­
turning players stepped 
up and I think we really 
had a bunch of players 
come into their own and 
become great players 
this year. Even though 
we didn’t get as far as we 
had hoped, I think still 
we had a great season 
and players developed 
into better players than 
they were before.”

Mencotti, a double 
major in finance and 
marketing, will graduate 
from G V S U  in April.

But she has some 
unfinished business left 
in her soccer career. She 
hopes somebody in the 
National W o m e n ’s Soccer 
League will show in­
terest.

“I’m  looking for m y  
options professionally, 
either in the U.S. or out 
of the country,” Mencotti 
said. “The next couple of 
months, hopefully, I’ll be 
figuring that out. I’ve put 
in information for the 
N W S L  draft. I’ll be send­

ing out film and video 
overseas, depending 
what m y  options are.”

Grand Valley head 
coach Jeff Hosier has 
been working behind the 
scenes to help make it 
happen.

“Having gone through 
this process with a cou­
ple players, it’s one that 
you really can’t predict,” 
he said. “Gabby is very 
determined to play pro­
fessionally, which helps 
her cause and gives her a 
lot of different options, 
whether that is N W S L  or 
abroad. The next few 
weeks is when we start to 
hear from clubs a little 
more seriously about 
players they’re interest­
ed, getting to know them 
before the draft here in 
January.”

Hosier believes M e n ­
cotti has all the tools to 
play at the next level.

“I think her skill set, 
her size and her athlet­
icism are all things that 
are going to be very at­
tractive to be a good 
professional,” he said. 
“Because of her mobility, 
her fitness and athlet­
icism and tactical ability 
...all those things go 
hand-in-hand playing 
closer to goal. And with 
that trend in professional 
soccer right now, those 
all really bode well for 
her in remaining in that

type of position with that 
type of player. But she’s 
also such a coachable kid. 
She can really play any­
where on the field and 
make that adjustment 
and buy into it. It 
wouldn’t surprise m e  (if) 
she goes undrafted, but 
has some opportunities 
for individual workouts 
immediately following 
the draft with a number 
of clubs.”

Mencotti’s role ex­
panded this season as she 
earned Offensive Player 
of the Year honors in the 
Great Lakes Intercolle­
giate Athletic Confer­
ence. The first team 
all-conference pick had 
five goals and three as­
sists in the GLIAC tour­
nament, earning tourna­
ment M V P  honors while 
helping G V S U  capture its 
11th consecutive tourna­
ment title and 13th 
straight regular season 
championship.

She also racked up 
four hat tricks on the 
2017 season, including a 
stretch of three straight 
matches (Oct. 6-11). M e n ­
cotti scored at least one 
goal in all six postseason 
matches for the Lakers, 
scoring nine goals across 
the final six games of her 
college career.

“I think she took an 
even bigger role as a 
leader in her final year,”

Hosier said. “This was a 
very young team that we 
had this fall. W e  had 14 
new players in our pro­
gram, which is a little 
more than half, so her 
and her senior class did a 
fantastic job of bringing 
them in, getting them 
along, helping them to 
understand expectations 
and how to achieve them, 
while managing very 
good team chemistry.”

During her junior 
year, Mencotti was 
flanked by two very tal­
ented seniors on the wing 
along with Marti Corby, a 
two-time Division II 
National Player of the 
Year midfielder. Having 
to deal with that type of 
attention and putting up 
the numbers made her 
senior season even more 
impressive individually.

“She had to deal with 
double-teams and triple­
teams and be the focal 
point of every opponents’ 
defensive tactics 
throughout the year,” 
Hosier said.

In his 12 years as a 
college coach, Hosier 
said Mencotti ranks right 
at the top, not only as a 
special player, but also as 
a special person.

“You’re talking about 
somebody who has al­
most every accolade 
under the sun in her four 
years here, yet she al­

ways remains very h u m ­
ble,” he said. “You give 
her news of an award and 
she has a big smile on her 
face and there’s almost a 
little bit of shock. You 
wouldn’t expect someone 
who has had that success 
to react that way, but 
she’s a very genuine 
person and humility 
shines through. Coaches 
will always tell you how 
great their kids are, but 
she’s somebody I con­
stantly rave about and 
will for a long, long 
time.”

Mencotti said Hosier 
has fostered a trust that 
goes beyond the game of 
soccer.

“Whatever a player 
needs, he’s willing to help 
with,” Mencotti said. 
“Love him as a coach, 
great at communicating 
and helping everyone 
out. So it’s good.”

And while Mencotti 
isn’t quite ready to get 
soccer out of her system, 
she’s prepared either 
way.

“If this doesn’t work 
out, at least I want to 
try,” Mencotti said. “If it 
doesn’t work out, I’ll go 
out into the real world 
and try that one out.”
bemons@hometownlife. com 
Twitter @BradEmons1



ATHLETE O F  THE W E E K

Northville’s DeGroot wins weekly honor

Northville's Trevor DeGroot, s h o w n  from last season, w o n  the latest hometownlife.com Prep 
Athlete of the W e e k  poll, f ile p h o t o

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK —  
MICHIGAN.

NorthviUe senior boys 
swimmer Trevor D e ­
Groot did what he does 
best to win the home- 
townIife.com Prep Ath­
lete of the Week poll for 
the week ending Dec. 15.

H e  finished strong to 
outlast staunch competi­
tion..

Such was the case both 
in the pool and in the poll 
—  DeGroot tallied 6,957 
votes, more than 49 per­
cent of the total 14,121, 
votes cast.

Canton senior girls 
basketball player Carli 
Vaughan (6,021 votes,
42.6 percent) placed sec­
ond. In third place was 
Livonia Franklin senior 
boys basketball player 
Mark Mettie (1,009 votes, 
7.15 percent).
WHAT HE DID

The Mustang won the 
poll thanks to a big-time 
effort Dec. 12 against 
defending Division 1 
state champion Birming­
ham Brother Rice.

H e  swept the 200- and 
500-yard freestyles in 
1:48.49 and 4:59.34, re­
spectively, to spark the 
fifth-ranked Mustangs to 
a 94-91 victory over the 
Warriors, ranked No. 3 in 
the state.

“For the past three

years, we didn’t beat 
Brother Rice, so I was 
pretty excited heading 
into this one,” DeGroot 
said. “I really tried to 
focus in on those races 
and we just had a great 
team effort all-around.”

DeGroot said he “just 
felt good, felt loose in the 
water. I felt like I had 
pretty good turns.”
PERSPECTIVE

Northville coach Rich 
Bennetts also stressed to 
the Mustangs not to get 
too wrapped up in defeat­
ing Brother Rice.

“Coach Bennetts told 
us at the end of the meet 
that it was an awesome 
win,” DeGroot said. “But 
at the end of the day, it 
was just a dual meet. W e  
have bigger goals than 
that. It really can’t be the 
highlight of our season.”
ABOUT WINNING AOW

DeGroot said winning 
Athlete of the Week hon­
ors is “an honor. I’m  hap­
py that people recognized 
swimming because it’s 
not in the news too often. 
I’m  thankful for that.”
t5mith@hometownlife.com

NorthviUe s w i m m e r  Trevor
DeGroot is the latest 
H o m e t o w n  Life Prep 
Athlete of the Week.
N O R T H V I L L E  S W I M M I N G

BOYS HOCKEY

Birmingham Unified skates past South Lyon, 8-6
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK —  
MICHIGAN

Andrew Beggs might 
have summed it best in 
describing Birmingham 
Unified’s 8-0-1 start to the 
2017-18 boys hockey sea­
son.

“It’s obviously fun,” 
said the junior forward, 
who pumped in four 
goals Dec. 19 during a 
wild 8-6 victory over host 
South Lyon Unified at the 
Kensington Valley Ice 
House. “It’s something 
that we thought we could 
do and something that we 
executed, but we can’t let 
that be the solution. It’s a 
good start, but it’s not 
definitely where we can 
be. W e  know we can do 
better and beat teams by 
more goals.”

And speaking of 
starts, the Kings scored 
four times in the first 4 
minutes, 42 seconds en 
route to a 5-0 first-period 
lead.

“W e  talked about out- 
detailing our opponent 
and we did that tonight,” 
third-year Birmingham 
coach Steve Kruk said. 
“Our gap control was 
outstanding, hunting 
pucks in the offensive 
zone was outstanding, 
getting pucks to the net, 
having middle lane drive 
... all the stuff that we 
harped on this week it 
was executed today bet­
ter than any other period 
w e ’ve this year so far.”

Beggs scored three of 
his four goals during the 
opening 17 minutes, 
while David Breaugh and 
Dane Hamilton both 
added one. All five goals 
were even-strength.

Beggs

“W e  just came out and 
we knew we had to be 
fired up because we were 
playing a good team on 
the road,” Beggs said. “In 
a weekday game, a lot of 
teams would not have the 

momentum 
^  or the m e n ­

tality to 
come in 
here and 
do a good 
job. W e  
just want­
ed to make

sure we did that and we 
came out flying. W e  
popped five in the first 
period and that’s just 
what we want to dp. It 
was the perfect storm.
W e  executed what we 
had in mind and executed 
our game plan perfectly.” 

Will Sanders then 
made it 6-0 for Birming­
ham just 1:46 into the 
second period off assists 
from Matthew Bachand 
and Hamilton

And by that point it 
appeared to be game, set 
and match, correct?

Not so fast, as South 
Lyon (5-2) made a game 
of it by scoring four un­
answered goals before 
the period ended.

The comeback started 
with power-play goals 
from Ryan Bigler (from 
Gavin Ross) and Ross 
(from Bigler).

Luke 'Rirowski’s top- 
shelf blast (from Gavin 
Pierz and Jake Heffer- 
nan), followed by a Ross 
wraparound (from Bi­
gler), cut the deficit to 
6-4 with 1:39 left in the 
second.

“The boys showed 
some heart, a little bit of 
bounce back in the sec­
ond period,” SLU coach 
Bill McCreary said. “The

third was pretty even, 
but penalties took over a 
little bit. The refs called 
some on them to help us 
get back in it and then 
they called a few on us. 
Our penalty kill wasn’t 
good today.”

Birmingham took 
advantage of a five-min­
ute S L U  cross checking 
penalty, getting a goal 
from Sanders off assists 
from Jack Muir and Bri­
an Paswater to make it 
7-4 at 2:27 of the third.

But Rirowski’s nifty 
back-hander from Ash­
ton Jones and Jace Ger- 
lach cut the deficit again 
to two, 7-5, with 2:57 left.

South Lyon then took 
another costly penalty 
and Beggs capitalized on 
a power play with 1:34 to 
go from Muir and 
Breaugh.

Both Jack Pesta and 
Breaugh finished with 
three assists on the night, 
while other assists went 
to Ryan Zainea and Dan­
iel Zalesin.

“Coming back into the 
(locker) room after the 
second period, we just 
talked about embracing 
adversity,” Kruk said. 
“They’re a good hockey 
team and we never ex­
pected to be up by six, 
nor should w e  have. But 
after we woke them up a 
little bit, we came back to 
life in that third period.”

Aaron Caicco then 
scored with 28 seconds 
remaining to make it a 
two-goal deficit again, 
but it was too little, too 
late for SLU.

“Obviously, the first 
period was the best peri­
od we played all year,” 
Kruk said. “It was out­
standing. But even so, I 
know we got into a little

penalty trouble the 
second period. W e  got 
back on our heels and 
got a little bit too com­
fortable. And again, 
South Lyon is a darn 
good hockey team, so 
I’m  not taking anything 
away from them. W e  
gave them an inch and 
they took a mile.”

South Lyon starting 
goalie Nolan Smith, a 
junior, was pulled after 
giving up the third goal 
in the opening period. 
Sophomore Andrew 
Lowen finished the 
game.

“They’re capable of 
so much more than 
what they showed in 
that first period,” 
McCreary said of his 
team. “It’s a good hock­
ey team and, with any 
good hockey team, you 
can’t spot that kind of 
lead and expect suc­
cess, no matter who 
w e ’re playing. If we 
have to score nipe goals 
to win, w e ’re shooting 
ourselves in the foot. I’d 
like to think that w e ’re 
stronger defensively 
than what we showed 
today.”

Kruk, who was B U ’s 
JV coach for five years 
before taking over the 
varsity, likes what he 
sees so far from this 
squad.

“In m y  three years 
with the program, this 
is by far m y  best group 
w e  had,” he said. “I 
don’t mean that just by 
skill... there’s kids that 
buy into our culture and 
just go to work every 
day. It’s just been out­
standing.”
bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: ©BradEmonsI

PLYMOUTH
Continued from Page B1

Watts said. “W e  have a 
loaded schedule, we 
must box out to stay in 
the game.

“W e ’ve been in ev­
ery game and I just 
think if we do a better 
job on the glass, those 
games, those losses, 
they could be (wins). 
You just never know.”

Plymouth led 15-8 
after one quarter and 
then both teams lit it up 
in the second (23 points 
each), but the Wildcats 
always had an answer 
when it counted.

Late in the third 
quarter, John Glenn 
started to gain some 
momentum, getting the 
deficit down to 46-40 
thanks to a couple of 
quick baskets.

Then came what 
might have been the 
final nail in the Rock­
ets’ coffin.

With less than a 
second left in the quar­
ter, Plymouth senior 
guard Justin Reynolds 
sized up the rim from 
the right corner and 
buried a trey. That 
made it 49-40 after 
three quarters.

Had that shot 
missed, the game might 
have been much closer 
down the stretch. The 
Wildcats maintained a 
lead of seven points or 
more the rest of the 
way.

Reynolds knew it 
was an important play 
as soon as he got the 
ball from senior guard 
A.J. Neal. H e  had confi­
dence hitting that 
clutch shot because he 
was feeling it during 
pregame practice.

“I had to give us a 
little extra lead, a little 
boost, because they 
were going on a run at 
that moment,” Rey­
nolds said. “It’s just 
rhythm shots I had to 
take. W e  w a r m  up and 
we do those shots all 
the time and I just went 
through the motions.”

Following are sever­
al takeaways:
TWO OUT OF THREE

Soukup said the final 
outcome of a ballgame 
usually swings in favor 
of the team that makes 
most of the three 
“clutch plays” that 
typically happen down 
the stretch.

The trey by Rey­
nolds at the end of the

third quarter qualified as 
one of those and a slam- 
dunk by senior guard 
Joey Robb with 1:25 to go 
in the game (upping Ply­
mouth’s lead to 61-50 and 
pretty much sealing the 
deal) was the other.

“When it tips in your 
favor that way, it usually 
ends up being a win,” 
Soukup said.
BALANCED ATTACK

Plymouth had five 
players scoring in double 
figures, led by Neal, who 
drained five triples for 15 
points. Contributing 11 
points was Crump, while 
Reynolds, Robb and sen­
ior forward Jeff Davis 
each scored 10 points.

“Hats off to Plymouth, 
they played a great team 
ballgame tonight,” Watts 
said. “And they had a 
really, really balanced 
attack. (Soukup) does a 
really good job with 
those guys.”
GOOD IMPRESSION

Watts said sophomore 
guard/forward Asonta 
Hargrove (six points) 
played well against the 
Wildcats, which bodes 
well for the second half 
of the season, when the 
Rockets will look to pick 
up some speed.

“(Hargrove) played 
pretty good,” Watts said. 
“H e ’s never been in this 
type of environment 
before. W e ’ll take some 
knocks early, to be ready 
down the stretch.”
NICE TO SEE YOU

During the first half, 
it was announced that 
four members of Ply­
mouth’s 2015 conference 
and district champi­
onship team were in 
attendance: Josh Rey­
nolds (Justin’s brother, 
now playing at Madonna 
University), Deji Adebi- 
yi, Randall Aikins (TVoy’s 
brother) and Armani 
Tate.
EARLY FIREWORKS

The varsity contest 
didn’t tip off until 7:45 
p.m. because of two hard- 
fought games by the 
freshman and junior 
varsity teams.

In the freshman game, 
Plymouth needed double 
overtime to prevail. The 
JV game nearly reached 
overtime, but John Glenn 
sophomore guard Solo­
mon Johnson connected 
on a trey from above the 
top of the arc as time 
expired to give the Rock­
ets a 46-45 victory.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Putting up a shot over a Westland John Glenn defender is Plymouth 
senior guard Justin Reynolds, j o h n  k e m s k i  | e x p r e s s  p h o t o

SHAMROCKS
Continued from Page B1

as many as 14 in the sec­
ond quarter.

Divine Child (2-2) cut 
the deficit to four on two 
different occasions dur­
ing the third quarter, but 
C C  closed it out with a 
26-21 fourth-quarter run 
despite going 6-of-14 
from the foul line, in­
cluding five straight 
misses in the final 3:20.

Forward Davis Lu- 
komski paced C C ’s bal­
anced scoring attack 
with 19 points.

“H e  was solid tonight 
and he stayed out of foul 
trouble,” Dyer said of the 
6-6 forward. “H e  can 
shoot the ball, obviously. 
W e  had that length and 
got a few rebounds late 
and just kind of held on.”

The 5-foot-ll Abd- 
elnour added 15, while 
junior guard running 
mate Keegan Koehler 
added 12 as the Sham­
rocks shot 26-of-58 from 
the field (44.8 percent), 
including nine 3-pointers. 
C C ’s final tally at the foul 
stripe was 15-of-24 (62.5 
percent).

“I thought the second 
half, we got the ball to

the elbow a little bit and 
got the ball to the bas­
ket,” Dyer said. “W e  
finally got the ball there 
with a little pocket pass 
into the post to get those 
easy shots.”

Divine Child’s Quinn 
Blair, a William &  Mary 
signee, finished with a 
game-high 21 points, but 
the 6-6 senior forward 
was limited to 6-of-18 
shooting from the floor.

“Jam all cuts, don’t let 
Quinn touch the ball, 
don’t let that ball get 
reversed at all,” Abd- 
elnour said. “That was 
our game plan.”

Mter closing the gap

to six entering the final 
quarter, the Falcons com­
mitted five costly turn­
overs in that quarter as 
C C  built its advantage 
back up to double digits.

“It was just execution- 
type stuff, just more reps 
that w e ’ll get better at in 
practice,” said first-year 
Divine Child coach Mac 
Horvath, who coached 
the previous season at 
Melvindale.

The Falcons were 
21-of-56 from the field 
(37.5 percent) and 13- 
of-17 from the line (76.4 
percent) as junior guard 
Cameron Ubanick con­
tributed 14 points. Parker

LePage and Kyle Gurney 
each added nine.

“W e  missed some 
shots, but the kids played 
really hard,” Horvath 
said. “This was a real 
tough environment. W e  
got down early and we 
battled all night. It never 
got past 12-1 don’t think 
- then we pushed it to six, 
we pushed it to four a 
couple of times. W e  were 
down four with the ball a 
couple of times on a night 
where we didn’t make a 
lot of shots all night. It 
was a good effort.”

C C  will be off for 12 
days and won’t play again 
until Wednesday, Jan. 3,

at home against Detroit 
Loyola.

“W e  had a great stu­
dent section come out,” 
Abdelnour said. “Like in 
years past we never did, 
but when w e ’ve got the 
energy behind us and 
then our team chemistry 
... our team chemistry is 
ridiculous this year. 
W e ’re all brothers and 
just when someone is 
down, they pick up the 
energy for you.”
bemons@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @BradEmons1
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competitor agitated land 19 Therefore right) sports car
49 Artificial hafr 86 Air impurity 127 Opera text 27 Ignore rudely 73 Dress fussily 121 Hard drinker

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. W a n t  more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books at

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
7 2 6

9 5
8 7 4
1 5 9

6 2
1 6 8

8 1 5
9 2

7 5 4

Here's H o w  It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a  9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once In 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

l- 6 P 9 2 9 8 8 L
e 2 8 6 L P 1- 9 9
9 L 9 l- 8 8 P 2 6
8 9 l- P 9 6 8 L 2
6 9 2 L 8 l- 9 8 P
L V 8 2 9 8 6 9 l-
Z 8 6 9 P L 9 1- 8
P 8 L 8 V 9 2 6 9
9 l 9 8 6 2 L P 8

DISNEY FILM W O R D  SEARCH W O R D S

B D I A M R E M E L T T I L F S G Y A E
A K K R 0 E G N A F E I I H W J Z L F B
M N S L T F S L E E P I N G B E A U T Y
B M A R Y P 0 P P I N S I W L D U T W K
I I F B R E L L E Y D L 0 S D P C R 0 S
P I N 0 C C H I 0 0 L Z A I E G E 0 L C
C L H E L 0 D Y T I M E N R U B B A Z T
D N A L S I E R U S A E R T B E D U 0 M
F P B N A N N A Y L L 0 P U L Y G Y s 0
P T F S N 0 W W H I T E L G A I S 0 T G
L A I S A T N A F L S F N N Z I B W A S
R C I N D E R E L L A U D W 0 M E E C U
0 G N I K N 0 I L C J •T C R u K S J 0 C
C S H A G G Y D 0 G H U Y D z A K C T 0
K E N B 0 N I A M E R T Y N N H 0 J S P
E Y A J H D P H T P P E T E R P A N I S
I E Z T P B Z R E S C U E R S A 0 L R u
E P R P 0 C A H 0 N T A S P B K S J A c
E 0 A I T M N A K C A B H C N U H U F 0
R P T Y P D A L M A T I A N S L S G R H

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally &  diagonally throughoul the puzzle.

ALADDIN 
ARISTOCATS 

BAMBI 
CINDERELLA 
DALMATIANS 

DUMBO 
FANTASIA 
FLUBBER 

HOCUS FOCUS 
HUNCHBACK 

JOUWY TREMAIN 
JUNGLE BOOK 

LADY AND THE TRAMP 
LION KING 

LITTLE MERMAID 
MARY POPPINS 
MELODY TIME 
OLD YELLER 
PETER PAN 
PINOCCHIO 
POCAHONTAS 
POLLYAWA 
POPEYE 
RESCUERS 
ROCKETEER 
SHAGGY DOG 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 
SNOW WHITE 
TARZAN 

TOY STORY 
TREASURE ISLAND 

WHITE FANG

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

L
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JUST ANNOUNGED...LEASE 
CURRENT CHEVY, BUICKAND CMC LESSEES!
2017 Cruze LT HatchbackMSRP $24,005
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $21,556
-

■-ca/''' •
: \ 2 .  $

• 1.4L Turbo Engine
• 6 -speed Automatic Transmission
■ Remote Start
■ Heated Seats
■ 8 W a y  Power Seat 
•4GLTE Wi-Fi &  More

STOCK #172468

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 
a NON-GM Lease

$127m
GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FOR ALL

2017 Traverse LS A W DMSRP $34,745
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $26,195
■ 3.61 V6 Engine
■ Rear Vision Camera
• 8 Passenger Seating
• A M / F M  Touchscreen Radio with Steering 
Wheel Radio Control

■ Blue Tooth for Select Phones
• Steering Wheel Radio Controls

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 
GM Lease Loyalty GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNTAVAILABLE FOR ALL

2018 Equinox LT
MSRP $27,755

STARTING AS LOW 
AS $23,593

•1.5L Turbo Engine
■ 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
■ Color touch Screen Radio
• Blue Tooth for Phone
• Rear Vision Camera
• Push Button Start
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 

GM Lease Loyalty

2018 Trax LSMSRP $21,945
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $15,248
•1.4L Turbo Engine
• 6-speedAutomaticTransmission 
•10 Airbags
• Rear Back Up Camera 
■ Apple Car Play 
•4GLTE Wi-Fi &  More
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 

GM Lease Loyalty

2018 Silverado Double Cab LT 4x4MSRP $43,895
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $34,900
• Ecotech4.3LV6 Engine
• Allstar Package incl:
■ Trailing Equipment with Locking Diff
■ Power Seat
• LED Fog Lamps &  more
• Spray On Bedliner
24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 

G M  Lease Loyalty

2018 Malibu LTMSRP $26,125
STARTING AS LOW 
AS $20,339

• I.SLTurbo Engine
• 6 Speed Auto Transmission
• Color Touch Screen Radio
• Blue Tooth for Phone
• Rear Vision Camera 
■Aluminum Wheels
• Power Driver Seat

STOCK #180745

24 Month Lease with $999 Down with 
a NON-GM Lease

*229™
2017 Tahoe LS 4x4MSRP $53,280
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $45,568
•5.3LV8 Engine
■ 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
• 20” Polished Aluminum Wheels
• Rear Vision Camera 
•Remote Vehicle Start
■ 8" Chevy M y  Link Color Touch Radio

STOCK #172797

36 Month Lease with $999 Down with 
GM Lease Loyalty

$315m
serrachevrolet.com

Showroom Hours
Monday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Tuesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Thursday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

2017 Chevrolet Silverado Crew LT 4x4MSRP $49,050
STARTING AS LOW 

AS $37,738
• 5.3LV8 Engine
• 6 Speed Auto Transmission
■ Spray On Bedliner
■ Heated Front Bucket Seats
■ Wireless Charging
• Trailer Brake Controller
• 18 Bright Machined Aluminum Wheels
• LED Lighting in the Cargo Box

STIVE OVER
FINDNEWROADS COMPLETE 

CHEVROLET CARE

9:00 AM 
9:00 AM

□  / A '

W e  will be closed Monday December 25th

C H E V R O L E T

28111 Telegraph Road 
Southfield, Ml 48034
www.serrachevrolet.com

E I S 1  ON TELEGRAPH ■ NORTH OF I-696 | SERRACHEVROLET.COM | 1-866-MY“CHEVY OF 1-866-692-4389
msmm ......... i&smY


