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Four defendants, including a 27-year-
old Canton woman, have landed in pris-
on after authorities busted a human
trafficking and opioid drug ring that
spanned two counties in southeast Mich-
igan.

J Authorities have said the investiga-
tion revealed how organizers of human
trafficking schemes can prey on vic-
tims of opioid drug addiction to make
money. The scheme unraveled after the
FBI and Oakland County Gang and
Violent Crimes Task Force acted on a
tip of a drug and prostitution operation
in Madison Heights.

Jasmin Christine McGinnis of Can-
ton is facing one to 20 years in prison
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Cooper McGinnis Niblett
after she pleaded guilty to one count of
human trafficking involving allegations
she provided forced labor for commer-
cial sex and one count of possession of
50 grams of cocaine with'intent to deliv-
er, Oakland County online court records
show.

Other counts against McGinnis, in-
cluding prostitution/accepting earnings,
were dismissed during her sentencing
Dec. 19by Oakland County Circuit
Judge Wendy Potts.

hree other defendants were sen-
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tenced the same day.

Melvin Dwight Niblett,
a 38-year-old Southfield
man who authorities por-
trayed as the ringleader,
was sentenced to SYi-IO
years in prison after he
pleaded guilty to three
counts of human trafficking involving
threats of physical harm and one count
of conspiracy to deliver a controlled
substance, court records show. Several
other charges were dismissed.

Corey Michael Cooper, 45, whose
place of residence wasn’t known, has
been sentenced to 5/2-20 years in prison
after he pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
deliver a controlled substance.

Niblett and Cooper could have faced
life in prison if they had had been con-
victed of a wide range of other, now-

Rushton

Auto supplier Hella
relocating HQ from

Plymouth to Northville

Joined by Northville Township Supervisor Robert Nix Il (from left), executives attend a groundbreaking for Hella's new U.S. headquarters and
technical center: Hella's Sven Hommel, vice president of purchasing; Steve Lietaert, president of Hella Corporate Center USA; Joerg Weisgerber,
chief executive officer at Hella Electronics Corp.; and Nathan Crist, facilities manager; plus David Haboian, senior vice president of operations at

the development company Redico. rcish sitars

Firm building new office in Northville Technology Park

Matt Jachman
hometowniife.com
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Automobile industry supplier Hella
is relocating its North American head-
quarters to Northville Township, where
it is also planning to expand its work
force.

The German company, which devel-
ops, builds and markets lighting and
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electronic components for auto manu-
facturers and suppliers, recently broke
ground for a 115,000-square-foot office
and technical center on Technology

Drive, near Beck Road.

The bmld-to-suit project is in the
Northville Technology Park, which is
being developed by Southfield-based
real estate company Redico. Hella,
which will lease the site, would not
disclose the financial investment m the
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project.

ts neighbors in the industrial park
will include auto suppliers CW Bear-
ing, ZF North America Inc. and Aisin
World Corﬂ.

“We’re happy to welcome yet anoth-
er high-quality business to North-
ville,” said township Supervisor Rob-
ert Nix Il, who attended the ground-
breaking. “These are real quality com-
panies, first-rate companies.”

See HELLA Page A3
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dismissed charges including conducting
a criminal enterprise.

Maurice Rushton, 57, whose resi-
dence wasnt known, has been sen-
tenced to 19 months to 10 years behind
bars for his plea to one count of human
trafficking involving injury or sexual
assault, according to court records.

Charges against the four defendants
were announced in mid-August by
Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuette’s office, culminating an in-
vestigation that lasted a year. Schuette
issued a statement condemning human
traffickers for holding victims “hostage
in their dark world.”

After the investigation began, au-
thorities said they received information
that Niblett was using rooms at an un-

See PRISON, Page A2

Wrong-way
driver not
drinking In
fatal crash

Blood testing shows 0.00
blood-alcohol content of driver
at fault during 1-275 accident

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Awrong-way driver involved in a
head-on crash that killed two people in
Canton hadn’t been drinking alcohol at
the time, police say, even though open
alcohol was found in his vehicle.

“Having an open bottle of alcohol in
the car doesnt necessarily mean he
was drinking that day,” Michigan State
Police Lt. Mike Shaw said.

With possible charges pending,
authorities are awaiting toxicology
results to determine whether the driv-
er may have been under the influence
of drugs, Shaw said. The investigation
is continuing.

The crash killed Nicholas Pare, 33,
of Wayne and Shannon Mclntyre, 32,
of Woodhaven. They were engaged to
marry and left behind three children,
ages 7,13 and 15.

Shaw said the wrong-way driver’s
blood alcohol level was 0.00 percent
when the crash occurred about 10:40
a.m. Dec. 12 on Interstate 275, near
Palmer Road, based on some results
authorities have received.

Shaw said Dec. 28 it wasn't known
when the investigation might be con-
cluded. Possible charges will be up to
the Wayne County Prosecutor’ Office.

After the crash, the victims’ family
set up a GoFundMe account to help
cover funeral expenses and for the
three children.

Police have declined to identify the
suspect, who was injured in the crash,
but media outlets reported that Wol-
verine Lake Village Councilman Mi-
chael Stack was involved.

Council President John Magee
addressed the incident at a council
meeting, saying local officials had
received “credible information that
Wolverine Lake resident and council
member Mike Stack was involved in
an accident on 1-275 in Canton Town-
ship on Thesday, Dec. 12 and was treat-
ed for injuries.”

Authorities have only said that the
driver was a 59-year-old man from
Wolverine Lake who was taken to a
local hospital.
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Michigan drinkers: Here’s your c

Elisha Anderson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Ridiculous. Over the
top. Practical yet goofy.

That is how Matt
Thompson describes his
creation: an Adirondack
chair in the shape of
Michigan’s Lower Penin-
sula, an attached Upper
Peninsula-shaped cooler
and a chute that delivers
drinks between the two.

Just goofy enough and
practical enough to go
viral.

Thomﬁson posted a
video of his woodworking
project on Facebook and
it has generated nearly
9.9 million views and
nearly 200,000 shares in
four months. He estimat-
ed about 40 million more
views came from other
places.

“l had a feeling that it
was going to go viral,” he
said. “I thought it would
go viral in Michigan. |
didn realize worldwide
it would go crazy.”

Thompson, 48, of Gar-
den City spent more than
100 hours on the creation
dubbed the “Michigan
beer/pop chair.” He said
the inspiration came
from a similar Labatt
Blue chair, but he came
up with his own mecha-
nism for the creation.

Thompson, a wood-
worker for nearly three
decades, used pine to
tinker and perfect the
chair, then built the final
version out of cedar.

“It was a lot of fun to
make it,” he said. “And |
thought people would be
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named Southfield hotel to
conduct a drug and hu-

entertained by it.”

The comments on the
Facebook post, many
from across the globe
written in other lan-
guages, show he was
right.

“I need a chair like

this,” John Lappin wrote.
“This one has Michi-
gan written all over it!”
Yvonne Wiegand posted.
Feedback, Thompson
said, has been about 93
percent positive, but not
everybody gets it, some

pointing out it would be
easier to just use a cool-
er.

“The whole thing is
ridiculous,” he said. “It%
meant to be funny.”

He posted the video
Aug. 24 and it quickly

Matt Thompson, creator of the Michigan beer/pop chair, poses with his handmade design.
RACHEL WOOLF | SPEOAL TO THE FREE PRESS

man trafficking opera-
tion. Officials say it in-
volved dozens of people
and led to a flurry of
felony charges against
Niblett and the other
three defendants.

FBI Special Agent
David P. Gelios has said
drug and human traffick-
ing continue to plague
area communities. He
has urged anyone who
has information about
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circulated around the
country. It’s still getting
watched around the
world.

“It seems to explode in
one area,” Thompson
said. “Then a few weeks
later, it will explode in a
different country.”

Hundreds of people
have expressed interest
in buying a duplicate of
the handcrafted piece,
but he said it’s not practi-
cal to sell them, pointing
out he spent about $400
to $500 for the cedar
wood alone.

Thompson, who works
fire protection mainte-
nance at the University
of Michigan Hospital in
Ann Arbor and runs
Thompson Woodworks in
his spare time, has just
made one so far.

But he plans to make
two more this winter to
be used as fundraisers,

one for Life Remodeled,
a Detroit-based nonprofit
that invests in neigh-
borhoods, and a second
for World Vision, to help
raise money for clean
water in communities in
Africa.

Meanwhile, he’s work-
ing on a new creation: a
wine chair with pulleys
and springs. He hasn't
publicly revealed many
of the details yet but
offers some clues. There
are moving parts, he
hopes to have it done by
spring and the theme is
designing something
complex to do something
simple.

“The most important
thing is something you
wouldnt expect,” he said.
“And | cant give that
away because if you see
it coming it wont be that
exciting.”
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Three events worthy of checking out this weekend

The kickoff for the 100 Days to Health is Sunday morning at
the Jack E Kirksey Recreation Center in Livonia, rite photo

HELLA

Continued from Page Al

Hella, which has about
38,000 employees in 35
countries, plans to thove
its current U.S. head-
quarters from a leased
site in Plymouth Town-
ship to the new complex
once the latter is com-
pleted in early 2019,
statements from the
company said. Hella will
also be moving its work
force from two smaller
existing offices.

Employment is ex-
pected to grow from
about 350 to 400 over the
next two years, a Hella
press release stated.

Steve Lietaert, presi-
dent of the Hella Corpo-
rate Center USA, the
current headquarters,

said the company will be
adding employees in all
capacities, especially in
design, development,
engineering and technol-
ogy. The focus at the new
site, the company said,
will be on product devel-
opment and on corporate
functions such as pur-
chasing, sales, informa-
tion management and
finance.

‘With the new loca-
tion, we will create an
important foundation for
further pursuing our
growth path in the North
American market,” Lie-
taert said. “We will have
more space for required
additional resources
while also being able to
further optimize the
work environment for
our employees.”

The new building will
include flexible, open

David Veselenak
hometownlrfe.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

The lights are put
away, the tree is out on
the curb and the tinsel is
... in a box somewhere.
Christmas is over, but
there’ plenty of fun to
be had in the month of
January.

Take a look at these
three events taking
place in the hometownli-
fe.com area this week-
end if you're looking to
get out of the house.

Bridal show in Novi

If that special some-
one popped the question
over the holidays, it’s
definitely time to start
planning that dream
wedding. Luckily,
there’s a bridal show
taking place the first
weekend of the year in
Novi.

The Novi Bridal Expo
takes place from noon to

office space with modern
equipment, project and
meeting areas, a lounge,
a cafeteria and an em-
ployee fitness center.
Lietaert said that even
though the project has
been started, building
plans haven’t been final-
ized and the headquar-
ters could be more than
115,000 square feet.

In addition to its auto-
motive segment, Hella
has automotive after-
market and special appli-
cations segments. The
latter serves a variety of
markets, including con-
struction equipment
makers, boat builders,
municipalities and ener-

gy supphers.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT MEDICAID AND
LONG-TERM CARE PLANNING

JOIN US FOR A FREE WORKSHOP

Tuesday January 30, 2018

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

William P. Faust Public Library of Westland

T opics:
How to protect assets from long-term

care costs and qualify for Medicaid.

of-mind.

you need to know!

avoid probate.

How to plan ahead to ensure peace-
VA Benefits and how your loved one
can qualify.

Is your Estate Plan effective? What

The tools and resources you need to

WORKSHOP PRESENTED BY:

The Law Office of
Erin E. Mortenson, PLLG

(248) 924-9550

436 North Center Street, P.O. Box 611
Northville, Ml 48167

RSVPTo:

(248) 924-9550 or
chelsey@mortensonelderlaw.com

5p.m. Saturday and
Sunday at the Suburban
Collection Showplace,
46100 Grand River.
There, brides-to-be can
check out the latest wed-
ding trends when it
comes to things like the
dress, food, music and
much more.

Come try food sam-
ples and talk to vendors.
Tickets for the event are
$10 and can be pur-
chased at the door,
though those who prere-
gister are eligible to win
prizes in a special draw-
ing to take place over
the weekend.

For more information
on the show, go to
novibridalexpo.com.

Hundred Days to
Health in Livonia
Did you eat too many
Christmas cookies this
holiday season? (We
sure did). Then pop in at
the Jack E. Kirksey
Recreation Center in
Livonia this weekend to

move forward on those
fitness goals for 2018.
The center’s annual
100 Days to Health event
kicks off at 9 a.m. Sun-
day at the rec center,
15100 Hubbard, and will
feature keﬁnote speak-
ers, refreshments and
activities at the center.
The several-months
event will feature a
wide-range of classes on
topics such as fitness,
healthy eating and more.
Aweight loss chal-
lenge over the 100 days
will take place, with
prizes being awarded. A
total of 578 pounds were
lost by participants last
year, with the top fin-
isher losing 67 pounds.
More information on
the program can be
found at
livoniaparks.org.

Learn about
chocolate in
Bloomfield Hills

To completely negate

the previous event list-
ing, let’s take a trip to
Bloomfield Hills to learn
more about everybody’s
favorite delicacy: choco-
late.

This weekend is the
final weekend for a spe-
cial exhibit on chocolate
at the Cranbrook In-
stitute of Science, 39221
Woodward. Learn about
the ways chocolate be-
gan, as a spicy drink in
the rain forests con-
sumed by the Mayans,
all the way to how it
become a $13 billion
commodity across the
globe.

The exhibit runs
through Sunday at the
center and is a separate
admission charge from
the rest of the museum.
For more information,
go to science.
cranbrook.edu.

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Twitter: ©DavidVeselenak

An artist's rendering of the main entrance at the Hella headquarters under construction on
Technology Drive in Northville Township, net1agmobn & co.

Experience independent retirement living in
a community where neighbors become friends!
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Ashford Court

Independent Retirement Living

37501 Joy Road

Westland, Ml 48185
ashfordcourtwestland.com
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Sweepstakes discovery reveals dad’s dementia

AP"he man on the other

I end of the line told

1 dad that he was a
government official and
wanted to release dad’s
sweepstakes winnings.
He just needed dad to
send him $2,000 to pay a
fee.

I listened over dad’s
shoulder for a couple of
minutes. The man was
agitated that dad did not
show up at the drug store
as instructed with the
money. Time was run-
ning out and, if dad want-
ed his winnings, he need
to act fast.

I could not stand it any
longer. | took the phone
from my dad and asked
tr|1e scam_mﬁr how he
slept at night, preying on
thepelderl)g. HoF:N r)(e Iigved
with himself preying on
hardworking individuals
who have saved their
entire lives building a
nest e? , only to have
scum like him try to steal
it.

My chance to talk
directly to a scammer
came as my mom had
called me, concerned
that dad was going to go
meet a man in person at
the local drug store to
give him money.

I saw this as my
chance. It was fall 2015
and we were about to
learn that dad’ short-
term memory loss was
far more than a result of
normal aging. | drove
quickly to the parking lot
where the scammer was
to meet dad. Armed with
my camera | was ready
—but, of course, he nev-
erarrived.

Talking to a
scammer

I went back to my
parent’s house, where |

ft M

.0

Dan
Dean

DEALING
WTH DAD

had instructed dad to
stay. As | arrived, the
phone ran?.

As | unleashed my
furry over the phone, he
played it cool. And for a
short time, had me going
as well —he was good,
there is no doubting that

—but I finally came back

to my senses. And this
time, Mr. Cool scammer
lost his cool. With threats
of “I know where you live
and I will come over and
kick your ass” | smiled,
because | knew he real-
ized he had failed, again.

Looking back, it was
dad’s interest in sweep-
stakes mailings that be-
came the first clue he
was dealing with some-
thing beyond normal
aging memory loss.

Dad loved to invest. |
think it was an extension
of his engineer-trained
mind. He probably could
not stand the thought of
interest working against
him, so he always had it
working for him. When
he retired, investing
became his main hobby.
He was shrewd when
dealing with finances and
very protective of every
dime.

It made our discovery
of the sweepstakes mail-
ings that much more eye
opening —and sad.

It was not long after
the phone incident that |
remember going down-
stairs at my parents’
home and finding a stack
of sweepstakes mailings
on dad’ desk. Envelopes
screaming “Rush, Rush,

S LA
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Regular Meeting
The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its regular

meeting January 16, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends
Room on the main level of the Library at 223 S. Main

Street,Plymouth, MI 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary
reasonable auxihary aids and services, such as signers for
the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials
being considered at the meeting, to individuals with
disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days
notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals with
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should
contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling

the following:

Sandra Young, Administrative Assistant
Plymouth District Library
223 S. Main Street; Plymouth, Ml
734-453-0750 x 217

Published: January 4, 2018
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* Audits

* Federal &State Taxes

* Income & Payroll Taxes
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» Criminal & Civil Tax Litigation

* IRS & State Installment Payment Plans

* IRS Settlement Offers-In-Compromise
Free consultation: (888) 829-3648

Wawabrahanmandrose.com

Law Offices of Abraham & Rose, P.LC.

30500 Northwestern Hwy., Ste. 410, Farmington Hills
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Dan Dean with his dad, looking through old sweepstakes mailings, keith ramie

Rush” with wording like
“immediate action re-
quired,” “do not destroy,”
“certified &recorded” —
all meant to separate dad
from his money —were
piled high.

If that was not mad-
dening enough, dad had
written notes asking for
clarification on delivery
of “his” money addressed
to the sweepstakes com-
panies. | also found a
dozen or so $20 checks
my dad had written,
ready to mail.

When | confronted
dad about the checks, he
responded that they were
not sweepstakes, but his
investments. That was
the “Oh, boy” moment.

Technically, | guess
most of these sweep-
stakes mailings are legal.
But they certainly should
not be. It was no coinci-
dence that, as dad re-
sponded by mail, scam-
mers then started to
pounce by phone.

Dad had a couple of
angels looking out for
him before we fully real-
ized just how bad it had
gotten. The scammers
were constantly calling
him, trying to get him to
send them money.

There was the drug
store clerk who stopped
dad from mailing a
Green Dot card, as well
as a post office clerk and
her manager who
stopped dad from send-
ing a large check through
the mail. When a scam-
mer told my dad he was
going to deliver his new
Mercedes to the house,
the local police also
stepped in.

These ruthless indi-
viduals harassed my
parents constantly and
dad was a willing, un-
knowing participant, as
every time he answered
the phone, he thought he
was dealing with legiti-
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Sweepstakes mailings from late 2015 that help reveal that Dan Dean's dad was dealing with
more than normal aging memory [0Ss, dan dean

mate companies.

Never stops

We switched my par-
ents’ phone number, paid
to have it unlisted and
the calls would stop, but
only temporarily. We
then started forwarding
all his mail to a RO. box
so we could monitor it.
But if one or two slipped
through, the phone calls
would start again.

Sadly, despite our
efforts, the scammers
finally hit pay dirt this
past October. Once again,
it appeared an angel
looking out for dad had
stopped an attempt to
withdraw money from
his bank account. They
called his bank armed
with dad’ account num-
ber and Social Security
number, but the alert

ic h ael
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Open House:

JAN. 28, 1:30-3:30 PM

Our school is more than an education.
We provide a curriculum for life.
11311 Hubbard Street ¢ Livonia, M1 48150
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teller suspected some-
thing was not right.

Investigators from
state of Michigan and
local police were notified
and it appeared the at-
tempts were thwarted,
but in the end we discov-
ered a large sum had
been removed from his
account.

Today, amazingly,
when asked, dad recog-
nizes that it was all a
scam. But we move on to
other areas of concern as
the care for loved ones
with dementia is con-
stantly changing.

| appreciate all those
who have shared their
stories in dealing with
dementia.

One thing is certain:
my outlook on his disease
has evolved from a lot of
frustration to one of
compassion. Thank you
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to all who have reached
out since my first column
to help me better un-
derstand.

My oldest sister, who
recently retired, has
taken dad to doctor and
dentist appointments and
given mom breaks three
to four days a week by
taking dad home with
her. My other sister pays
their bills and, for the
most part, we are manag-
ing care for our parents
far better than even a
couple of months ago.

Next up: Local film-
maker Keith Famie is on
the front lines of de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s.

Dan Dean ismanaging editor
ofhometownlife.com and
writes occasionally about
dealing with dad and
dementia.
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| ROTKNON BALANCE & BRAKE
INSPECTION
= Not valid with other offers.
| Must present coupon at time
of write-up. Expires 1-31-18 T

SIAMPOIAND DETAIL .
INTERIOR. WAX ANDWASH 1
EXTERIOR CLEANAU GLASS |
SURFACES & DETAILENGINE .
COMPARTMENT |
Cannot be combined withany m
other coupon or offer. Call for 1
appointment Must present
coupon. Exp. 1-31-18

ONTHEERAPH*NORTHOF 1-696
M SHRRACHEVROLET.GOM 1248.354.6001

V
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Bill & Rod's Appliance and Mattress introduces Samsung Major Appliances
Backed By Our Own Service Department, All At Guaranteed Low Prices

Samsung Sale Prices Expire before the end of January So Hurry.

NO CREDIT PICK ir6-12=18 MONTHS
NEEDED M1
90-Day IT UP-
t j6 G UA RANN?™NZE 1

Also, Check Out These One-of-a-Kind Models

lce & W ater Built-In
Side by Side Dishwasher
S KitchenAid*

24" 6-Cycle/Multi-
Option Dishwasher
with Pocket Handle

24.9 Cu. Ft.

Serta Majestic Sleep
Firm Mattress-Twin with
391 PostureSmart™
innerspring and

woven cover. TWIN MATTRESS

SALE PRICE

B|II & Rod's

APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

o e

FINANCINGI

e Scratch & Dent

16 Cu. Ft.
Upright Freezer

Floor Models & More, All ON SALE NOW
30 Inch Self 3.5 cu. ft. Top-Load

Cleaning Electric W asher with Dual

Glass Top Range Action Agitator

it ®»
AM ANA
SAVE $100
Frost Free

Serta Majestic Sleep
Westmark Queen:
Luxurious Quilted Knit
Cover, 2 Layers 1" HI IFD
Support Foam
FlexBand™ Memory Gel
739 Wrapped Coil
4” Foam Encasement QUEEN SET sP o

Motion Base Friendly SALE PRICE

15870 Middlebelt Road
Livonia, Mi 48154
734.425.5040

www.billandrodsappliance.com
Showroom Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Friday & Saturday, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday, Noon - 5:00 PM

HHHHMHMHM P



After 40 years, he still pursues
his calling as music teacher

LeAnne Rogers
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

When he was 14,
Wayne Mrdjenovich
remembers his parents
asking him what he want-
ed to do in life.

“l said | wanted to be a
full-time musician. Mom

and Dad
reall'Ywant
They want-
ed me to be
a lawyer or
a doctor or
an engineer -to have a
solid career,” he recalled.
“Since | was 3 years old |
knew | loved music.”

After studying busi-
ness for atime, Mrdje-
novich said he sought out
to get the best music
education in Michigan,
studying with some ex-
cellent teachers and
independently.

Early in the 1990s,
Mrdjenovich, 53, made
the decision to teach
music full-time, giving
private lessons. Over the
years, he moved out of
stores or storefronts to
providing lessons at stu-
dents’ homes.

“My first piano teach-
er was an austere woman
who scared the pants off
me. | make it fun -1’'m
here for the students, not
the other way around,”
said Mrdjenovich, a
South Lyon resident.

During 20 years living
in West Bloomfield, he
said the in-home lessons
were particularly pop-
ular with executive fam-

mmmrnmi*
Mrdjenovich

ilies with busy schedules
and children involved in
a lot of activities.

“There aren’t a whole
lot of teachers who go to
the students. | take a
proactive approach to
building relationships,”
Mrdjenovich said. “I
have students | taught 10
or 20 years ago who still
keep in touch.”

With students ranging
in age from 6to 86 years
old, he said most tend to
be teenagers. Mrdjenov-
ich said he could have
gone into a more finan-

cially rewarding career.

“It’s my life’s calling.
My needs are met - some-
times with a check at the
end of the month,” he
said. “There is nothing
greater than when the
light goes on for a stu-
dent learning a song that
they love.”

Owner of the Music
Studio and Conduire
Music Publishing, Mrdje-
novich has written three
music instruction books
since 2014. All of them
are over 200 pages,
which he notes is four or

five times the length of
most similar books.

“I believe it is really
important to make well-
rounded musicians - the
what, when, how and
why,” Mrdjenovich said.
“It’s like if you really
teach someone to fish,
they have fish for a life-
time. My father im-
pressed upon me, if you
are goingto do it, do it
well and with integrity.”

Although he plays
piano and drums, Mrdje-
novich’s primary in-
strument is guitar -

Wayne Mrdjenovich's Fender guitar and his four books, bin

BRESLER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

something he fell in love
with 40 years ago. Over
the years, he said he has
played amateur and
semi-professional bands.
After working for
almost 20 years as a full-
time music instructor,
Mrdenovich decided to
expand his teaching ef-
forts to reach a wider
audience by starting
Conduire Music Pub-
lishing in 2010. “Conduire
means ‘to lead’ in French.

IFITS ON FOUR WHEELS
ITS IN OUR WHEELHOUSE

You know us for shopping, and now

Cars.com isthe site for the entire life of your

car. So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.

Along with private
lessons, Mrdjenovich
offers music theory
workshops for songwrit-
ers and has been looking
into studio space around
the South Lyon area. He
can be reached at 248-
366-8742.

Irogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver



Soccer club helps Angela Hospice pediatric patients

More than 600 people
headed out in the col
Dc. 16 for the Michigan
Wolves-Hawks soccer
club’ Freezing Fun Char-
ity Run at Schoolcraft’s
St. Joe’s Sports Dome.
Thanks to the efforts of
volunteers and sponsors,
the Wolves-Hawks raised
more than $12,500 for
Angela Hospice’s My
Nest is Best Pediatric
Program, a special pro-
gram for children living
with aterminal illness.

“This event was whim-
sical and wonderful. But
the most wonderful part
was young people and
their families who
reached out with compas-
sion and support to peers
- other children and their
families - going through
the most challenging
days of their lives,” said
Bob Alexander, director
of development for Ange-
la Hospice. “It was touch-
ing and remarkable to
see that kind of heart and
kindness so fully ex-
pressed toward children
in our pediatric hospice
program.”

“My big thing was,
let’s keep it local,” said
Molly Midgley, a Wolver-
ine Lake resident and

arent volunteer who

ecame involved with the
Hawks when her daugh-
ter started playing five
years ago. Now Midgley
helps with the club’s
charitable outreach ef-
forts.

Send calendar items to
UV-OENewstip®
hometownlrfe.com. Items must
be received at least two weeks
prior to the event

Veterans dinner

The V.FW. Post No.
6695,1426 S. Mill Street,
in Plymouth will host a
welcome home dinner for
all veterans of Iraq and
Afghanistan and their
family members 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7.
Membership sign-up for
the V.FEW. will be avail-
able, as well as hats and
pins for sale, music from
D.J. Koz, a 50/50 drawing,
a tin can basket raffle
and door prizes.

All Irag and Afghani-
stan veteran, plus one
guest, will be admitted
free. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $8 for children
at the door. All proceeds
will go to V.FW. Post
6695. For more informa-
tion, call (989) 313-5407
or email
strawjazz@yahoo.com.

11th District Debate

The Michigan Conser-
vative Coalition and
Lakes Area TeaParty
will host a debate for
Republican candidates to
succeed Rep. David
Trott, R-Birmingham,
and to represent Michi-
gan’s 11th Congressional
District at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 8, at the Ema-
gine Theatre, 44425 W. 12
Mile Road, Novi (Twelve
Mile Crossing at Foun-
tain Walk).

“This forum will be
the first opportunity for
voters to compare the
candidates running for
the open 11th District
Congressional seat,”
event coordinator Maria
Sheridan said. “Clearly
we are excited to work
with Lakes Area Tea
Party to host such an
important event for both
the candidates and the
voters.”

For more information,
contact Sheridan at 248-
225-1846 or email in-
fo@michiganconservati-
vecoalition.com. Event
details on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
groups/222510174539264/

Socks and
underwear drive
Donations of new
socks and underwear for
the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools dis-
trict clothing bank are
needed and will be ac-
cepted from 10a.m. to 5

Members of the Michigan Hawks '03 academy team were among those who participated in the
Freezing Fun Charity Run back, from left): Maya Schueller of Northville, Maya Goudeseune of
Wolverine Lake, Jaden Frigerio of Commerce, coach Doug "'Santa" Landefeld, Brookelyn Steere
of Dexter and Ella Young of White Lake and (front, from left) Macaira Midgley of Wolverine
Lake, Claire Llewellyn of Lake Orion, Samantha Woods of Saline and Aiden McConnell of

Dexter.

Midgley and Wolves-
Hawks coaching director
Doug Landefeld worked
with partners from
Schoolcraft College’s
Fitness Center, where the
Wolves and Hawks prac-
tice, to plan the 5K and
chose Angela Hospice to
benefit from the event.

“We wanted to donate
100 percent of the mon-
ey,” Midgley said. “As we
got going and we asked

p.m. Monday, Jan. 15,
Martin Luther King Day,
at the Friends Board
Room of the Plymouth
District Library. All
types and sizes of new
socks and underwear for
males and females of all
ages are appropriate.
Volunteers from the
Plymouth Democratic
Club will be on hand to
sort and transport all
donations to PCCS. If you
are unable to drop off
Jan. 15, a collection box
will be located in the
lobby of the Plymouth
District Library the en-
tire month of January.

PARC community

forum

The Plymouth Arts &
Recreation Complex will
hold a community forum
at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8§,
at the Penn Theatre, 760
Penniman Ave., in Ply-
mouth. PARC will update
the community on its
future plans to preserve
and re-purpose the his-
toric former Plymouth
High/Central Middle
School into an arts and
recreation center and
add a new Performing
Arts Center as well as
respond to questions.

Everyone is invited to
witness the progress
made since its inception
and share in the vision
for the future. Prelimi-
nary designs, site plans
and renderings of the
facilities will be on dis-
play and available for
public review.

PARC is a 501(c)3
public charity. For more
information, contact Don
Soenen at 734-516-4053 or
dsoenen@gmail.com.

Baseline Folk
Society

The Baseline Folk
Society continues its 13th
season at The JWH Cen-
ter for the Arts, Ply-
mouth Community Arts .
Council, at 774 N. Shel-
don Road.

"Tickets are $5 at the
door, including perform-
ers. Sign-up for open mic
starts at 6:15p.m. and
ends at 6:40 p.m. Perfor-
mances are the third
Saturday of each month,
September through May.

Music at the Elks
Blues @The Elks hap-
pens 7-10 p.m. the second
Iliesday of each month at
the Plymouth Ann Arbor
Elks Lodge No. 325 in
partnership with the
Detroit Blues Society

all these companies to
donate, every one of
them, every single one,
said, ‘Oh, that’s so great
you’re giving it to Angela
Hospice. They are such a
great organization.’ It
was amazing.”

Trader Joe’s in North-
ville donated all the food
for the event and Casey
Cook of Running Fit
helped organized the 5K,
which saw more than 300

runners participate.
Schoolcraft Fitness Cen-
ter was another of the top
sponsors for the event.

“They were instru-
mental,” Landefeld said.
“Everybody helped to
make it happen.”

This isn't the first
time the Wolves-Hawks
club has shown charity to
the community. Two
years ago, it held a
canned food drive for

AREA EVENTS

(www.detroitblues
society.org). There is a $5
donation at the door and
bring your dancing

shoes.

Jazz @The Elks hap-
pens 7-9:30 p.m. the last
Thesday of each month.
There is a $10 donation at
the door, which includes
hors d’oeuvres.

The Plymouth Ann
Arbor Elks Lodge No. 325
is at 41700 Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth. For

P a § §

more information, call
734-453-1780, go to
www.plyaa325.com or
email jazzattheelks
@gmail.com.

AARP TaxAide
looking for
volunteers
Every year, AARP

provides free income tax
preparation services for
seniors and other moder-
ate income families from

a g e S

Obituaries, Memories & Rememberances™~~gg”"

How to reach us:

The Freezing Fun Charity Run raised more than $12,500 for
Angela Hospice. From left are Megan Monthei of Schoolcraft
College Fitness Center, Michigan Wolves-Hawks coaching
director Doug Landefeld, Bob Alexander of Angela Hospice
and Wolves-Hawks volunteer Molly Midgley.

Hospitality House.

“We collected over
10,000 pounds of food,”
Midgley said. “It was
great. We fed 500 fam-
ilies for a month. We
started doing an outreach
so the kids can give back,
because these kids all
have so much.”

Midgley said that’s
why the group chose
Angela Hospices My
Nest is Best Pediatric
Program: So the Wolves-

February through April.
AARP is looking for new
volunteers to become tax
counselors. You should
know how to use a com-
puter and the internet,
and be experienced with
income tax preparation.
Training will be pro-
vided to learn the tax
software and tax law, to

prepare you for certifica-

tion. Training classes in
mid-January are being
scheduled now. VVolun-

1-800-579-7355 « fax 313-496-4968 +www.mideathnotices.com

Deadlines: Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers

Holiday deadlines are subjectto change.

TODAY'’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES

Name
*Halliday,JuneK.

June K. Halliday

WILLIAMSBURG -
December 28, 2017.
Age 90. Beloved wife of
the late William Hal-
liday. Loving mother
of daughter, Sherry
L. Granader; son, Da-
vid (Karen) Halliday;
grandson Christopher
(Renee) Halliday; great
granddaughters, Emery
and Evelyn. A memo-
rial service will be held
at Franklin Commu-
nity Church in Frank-
lin, MI, on January 5,
2018 at 11 am. Please
share memories with
the family by way of her
“On-Line Guestbook”
Reynolds-Jonkhoff.

com.

Rew o I k Jonkhoff

n <s‘mdas

Age Town, State
90 Williamsburg

Death Date Arrangements
28-Dec

* Additional information in display obituaries
'Obituaries appearin print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/HometownLife

Hawks would be helping
other kids who were less
fortunate.

The Livonia-based
Michigan Wolves-Hawks
soccer club is an elite
club for players under
age 18 For more infor-
mation, go to
www.michiganwolves
hawks.com. For more on
Angela Hospice and the
My Nest is Best Pediatric
Program, go to AskFor
Angela.com.

teers are expected to be
active about one day per
week during the tax sea-
son.

You can apply by com-
pleting an application
online at aarpfoundation.
org/taxaide or call
888-227-7669.

View Online

www.hometownlife.com

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers

Reynold Jonkhoff Funeral & Cremation Services



Keep the heatin the game, NOT in the
kitchen! We have all yonr Bowl Game®

Gourmet Market

Fresh eLocal *Natural

33152 W Seven Mile Road, Livonia, M 48152
248.4774333
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The
Junior
Pairs
team of
Jacob
Nussle
(left)
and
Cora
DeWyre
have
been
together
for 30
months.
ROBIN
DEWYRE

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

SPORTS

INSIDE

TIM SMITH, EDITOR

FIGURE SKATING

TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-926-2237

Pairs team DeWyre-Nussle
climbing up the ranks

2018 Prudential US. Figure Skating Championships this week in San Jose

Brad Emons
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Figure Skating Championships
held at Solar4America Ice in
San Jose.

They are among 13 Junior
Pairs teams competing for the
title, which culminated with
the free skate program on
Wednesday.

DeWyre and Nussle are
coming off a fifth-place show-
ing at the Midwestern Section-
al Championships, Nov. 15-18,
at the Bloomington (Minn.) Ice
Garden.

The team, which has only

Local skaters Cora DeWyre
and Jacob Nussle have made
their way to San Jose.

DeWyre, a 15-year-old fresh-
man at South Lyon East High
School, and her partner, the
22-year-old Nussle of Fenton,
were scheduled to compete on
Monday starting with their
short program in Junior Pairs
at the 2018 Prudential U.S.

Coaches finds basketball
talent in own back yard

Eyeing the rim during a n S S S Madonna University forward Davon Taylor The Canton alum came over to the Crusaders after playing two
seasons at Schoolcraft College, ety ciestax .

Transfers helping with team’s turnaround

Michael Rosenbaum
Special to Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After finishing 12-18 last
season, Madonna University’s
men’s basketball coaches
didnt have to look far to find a
fresh pool of talent.

Three Plymouth/Canton-
area standouts transferred to
the Livonia-based school this
season and have played key
roles in the team’s turnaround,
helping the Crusaders begin

pS/of livonia Stevens<mly a
recruits hope to help Madonna

maintain that improvement in
future seasons.

The five newcomers join
Salem grad Chris Dierker, a
third-year starting senior for-
ward who recently became
Madonna’s all-time leadin
rebounder, with 786 boardgs (all
statistics are current through
14 games of this season),

Dierker, a three-time All-
KLAA standout and an All-
State selection as a Salem sen-
ior, has started all 14 games
this year, averagmg 11.9 pomts

Jl(lateam'leadmg 65 re'
See MADONNA, Page B2

Going to the rpck for Madonna University is Jon Swift, a Salem grad.«eny

cieslak

been together for 30 months,
placed eighth a year ago in the
Novice Pairs at the U.S. Na-
tionals in Kansas City, Mo.

“It’s definitely been a gru-
eling year,” Nussle said. “We’re
still learning new tricks, still
putting new stuff out there. It’s
been put into ‘practice every
day. We're still definitely in the
daily grind. We've turning up
the Intensity in our practices
as we get closer to competi-

See PAIRS, Page B3

BOYS BASKETBALL
New Harrison
boys cage
coach aims to
keep 'pedal
to the metal’

Michael Rosenbaum
Special to Hometownl'rfe.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Harrison’s
basketball team may have
started the season 0-3, but if
first-year coach Jarrell Ho-
gan has any-
thing to say
about it, the
Hawks will soon
be in high gear
- literally.

Hogan, an
assistant to
Stefon Wilson
last season, says that no mat-
ter the team’s personnel, any
squad he coaches will always
“be defensive-minded first. So
we’re going to pressure the
team from the jump. We have
avery athletic team here at
Harrison this year, so we’re
going to use that to our (ad-
vantage) and we’re just going
to keep the pressure on every
team. Our offense is going to
be up-tempo, continuous mo-
tion. Our goal is to just wear
everyone down and just be
more conditioned.”

Despite having a new head
coach this season, Hogan
stresses that it’s not a transi-
tion year.

Having coached and played
with Wilson in the past, Hogan
says the two coaches’ styles
are complementary. As a
result, Hogan building on top
of Wilson’s foundation, rather
than tearing it down.

“l just put a little cherry on
the top of (Wilson’s frame-
work) and took it up another
notch,” Hogan explains.

Hogan first came to Harri-
son last season. Previously, he
played high school basketball
at Cass Tech and Murray
Wright in Detroit, before
moving on to Division Il St.
Paul’s College in Lawrence-
ville, Va., where he lettered in
football as well as basketball.

Hogan went on to play
basketball at Algoma Univer-
sity in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontar-
io- that’s where he teamed
with Wilson - and made his
coaching debut at a Sault Ste.
Marie middle school.

Hogan returned to Michi-
gan, where he coached some
local AAU teams, as well as
coaching elite fourth- through
12th-grade talent at Joe Du-
mars Fieldhouse in recent
years, before joining Harri-
son last season.

Hogan lists River Rouge
head coach Mark White, a
two-time state champion, as a
key coaching influence and
mentor. And, despite being a
similar age, Hogan also men-
tions Wilson as someone he
looks up to.

“He’s a young coach well
beyond his years.... Alot of

Hogan

See HOGAN, Page B2



BOYS BASKETBALL

Northville’s 12 triples sink South Lyon In tourney final

Mark Grimes leads

way with 19 points

in 60-55 triumph
against Lions

Brad Emons
Hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After getting limited
plajong time and minutes
during his junior year,
Northville’s Mark Grimes
is already making the
most of his senior season
just eight games in.

The 6-foot-4 senior
guard scored a game-
high 19 points as the 6-2
Mustangs connected on
12 three-pointers Thurs-
day night en route to its
fourth straight Northville
Holiday Boys Basketball
Tournament title with a
60-55 win over South
Lyon.

“I think that was our
best game of the year
from the three-point line,
for sure,” said Grimes,
who connected on four
triples himself. “We were
just looking to come off
the down screens, swing
the ball against the zone.

MADONNA

Continued from Page BL

bounds per contest. He
also helped open the area
pipeline to Madonna by
encouraging former
Salem teammate Jon
Swift join the squad.

After two seasons at
Delta Community Col-
lege, Swift was consider-
ing Madonna, along with
some NCAA Division 1l
schools. He was pleased
to receive some texts
from Dierker, suggesting
that he check out Madon-
na. “Just knowing that he
was interested in me
coming'and playing
alongside of him his last
year, that really helped
my decision,” Swift adds.

Swift was also im-
pressed by his preseason
visit to the school. He
says that head coach
Noel Emenhiser and the
rest of the Crusaders’
staff “really made me
feel at home and they
really showed me that
they cared more about
my development as a
person versus me just
being a basketball player.
And | really liked that a
lot. It made me more
comfortable with my
decision because | felt
like they were going to
help me grow more as a
person.”

After committing to
Madonna, Swift rapidly
pivoted into a recruiting
role, helping to convince
Canton grad Davon Tay-
lor and Plymouth High
alum Josh Reynolds to
join the Crusaders.

“When | saw that Jon
Swift committed, | talked
to him and he told me
that | should come here
too,” Taylor recalls. “And
then we also talked with
Josh Reynolds and he
said that he was going to
come here too.”

Swift is the only Cru-
sader other than Dierker
to start all 14 games. The
junior guard is the team’s
ironman, averaging 28
minutes per contest. He’s
scored 10.9 points per
game while shooting 48.8
percent from the floor.

Taylor, a junior for-
ward, transferred after
playing two years at
Schoolcraft College. He’s
started three times this

HOGAN

Continued from Page BL

our style reflects what he
instilled in this program
since he took over.”

“We wanted to keep
the things that we have
from Coach Wilson,”
Hogan continues, “but we
also started - from sum-

1

.. that was the main
thing. I think the big
thing is when they went
to zone (defense), swing-
ing it from arc to arc was
the big thing, and wing to
wing.”

Grimes was coming
offa 17-pointeffort ina
lopsided 82-31 semifinal
win the previous night
over Lincoln Park. He
also scored a career-high
25 in a 61-45 KLAA Gold
Division win Dec. 21 over
Hartland.

“The off season | shot
a lot, tried to work on my
handles a little bit, work
defensivel{) getting low,
get a little bit stronger,”
said Grimes, who made
6-0f-9 shots from the
floor and was 3-of-6 from
the foul line.

Northville coach Todd
Sander has noticed a big
leap in Grimes’ game
early on in the season.

“He% always been a
really good shooter, but
over the last couple of
weeks he’s put a lot of
time in with coach
(Shaun) Dicken at attack-
ing the rim and looking to
score off of the dribble,
so he’s not just labeled a
three-point shooter,”

season, averaging 10.7
points and 6.2 rebounds
per game. Reynolds is a
sophomore guard who
transferred from Wayne
State. Hes made eight
starts and leads the team
in scoring at 13.3 points
per contest. Reynolds is
the team’s key outside
gunner, shooting 48.5
percent overall, and 47.2
percent from three-point
range.

The presence of the
local group has helped
Madonna play “a lot bet-
ter this year,” Dierker
says. “We have a lot bet-
ter team chemistry.”

“We were already
familiar with each other,
Swift adds. “Me, Davon,
Josh we were already
close before we all com-
mitted, so it really helps
outa lot.”

The team also boasts a
pair of Livonia Stevenson
graduates. Freshman
guard lan Knoph has
seen limited action in
seven games so far, aver-
aging a point per contest,
while another freshman
guard, Noah Campbell,
hasn’t played and will
likely redshirt.

Madonna, which plays

mertime voluntary shoo-
taround, the guys just
working out playing
against each other - we
wanted to get back to the
basics. So we just tried to
wipe everything that we
could out of the kids’
memories and all the bad
habits they picked up
over the years, and get
back to the basics. So
we've gotten back to the

Sander said.
Grimes had plenty of
support as senior point-
guard Niko
Barach

added 17
“I points,
gg including
A bow-like
Grimes three-
pointers.

Junior forward Steven
Morrissey also scored in
double figures with 11

“Niko was big to-
night,” Sander said. “He
has some experience
going back to last year.
We were a little bit short-
handed, but Niko took
control and hit a couple
of big shots today, too.
Niko shoots it up to the
rafters, but it was work-
ing tonight. It was good to
see. He had a good couple
of days and we really
needed it, and he stepped
up big time.”

Grimes connected on a
three-pointer with 4:30
left in the final quarter to
give Northville its big-
gest lead of the game,
52-35, but South Lyon
refused to fold.

Helped by a late tech-
nical foul, the Lions (5-2)

in the NAIA, was a dis-
appointing 7-15in the
Wolverine-Hoosier Ath-
letic Conference last
season, but the Crusad-
ers are already 4-3 in
conference play this
year. That’s thanks in
part to Reynolds, who hit
the biggest shot of Ma-
donna’s season so far,
draining what proved to
be the winning three-
pointer in a 78-76 victory
at conference rival Uni-
versity of Northwest
Ohio.

As the team prepared
to end a 10-game holiday
break and return to ac-
tion last week, Taylor

redicted that the second
alf of the season will be
even better than the first.

“We have huge poten-
tial,” Taylor says, “I see it
coming.”

“l think we’re growing
more as a team, every
day, every game that we
play,” Swift adds. “We’re
Just still learning more
about each other, just
learning who works well
with each other.... We
will gel more as a team.
I'm very confident that
we will have a great sea-
son.

basics and now it’s time
to move forward and
learn new things and
more complex things
that’ll make us a team to
be reckoned with in this
league.”

Despite posting a
disappointing record in
2016-17, Hogan believes
that “last year was a good
year. | know our record
didnt reflect it, but this

implemented a full-court
press and went on an 18-5
run pulling to within four,
57-53, with only 28.2 sec-
onds left on a basket by
senior guard Ben Call,
who scored a team-high
18 points.

“It changed the game a
little bit,” Sander said of
the technical assessed to
Ryan Pumper, who after
diving for a loose ball,
shoved South Lyon’s
Noah Grimes to the floor.
“It was unfortunate that
it happened to Ryan that
way. We didn’t put him in
a good spot with the deci-
sion that we made to
gh(rjow the pass that we

id.”

South Lyon then came
up with a steal, but
couldn't capitalize as Call
was whistled for a
charge. Northville, how-
ever, missed two free
throws with 15.3 seconds
left.

Call drew a foul less
than two seconds later
and made a pair of foul
shots closing the deficit
to 58-55, but Northville’s
Daniel McLaughlin sank
two free throws with only
12.3 seconds remaining to
seal the victory.

program took leaps and
bounds. And because of
that, the kids knew what
to expect this year. And
I’m so proud of them. |
told them the other day,
over Christmas, | was so
proud of those guys.”

So what does Hogan
see from the Harrison
program moving for-
ward?

“I’m real excited to

“We're typically a very
strong half-court man
(defense) team, but the
press certainly rattled
them and we kind of put
in a late game offense,
too, where we tried to get
Noah (Grimes) and Ben
%Call) going downhill, get

latterand get some
shooters in the corner
even though we didnt
make a lot of shots,”
South Lyon first-year
coach Troy Weidman
said.

Northville biggest
blemish was committing
a total of 20 turnovers.
The Mustangs also strug-
gled from the foul line
late and went 10-of-18 (56
percent).

“Coleson White is
really good at the top of
that press,” Weidman
said. “He got three fouls
in the first half. | wish he
had a few more fouls so
he could have been out
there doing his thing. But
he gave us some really
good minutes from that
standpoint.”

Northville shot 51.3
percent from the field
(19-0f-37), including 12-
of-18 from beyond the
arc. The Mustangs went

see how everything plays
itself out this year,” he
says. “Because | really
just think this team is
very smart, very funda-
mentally sound, and
they’re very athletic. So
we’re going to keep our
pedal to the metal. We
have a great group of
guys, and good senior
leadership - we have a
couple of four-year guys,

t

8-0f-12 from three-point
range during the first
half to lead 34-24 at half-
time.

“I told my guys if they
duplicate that the second
half, great for them,”
Weidman said. “My en-
couragement to them was
to just stay in the fight,
just continue to do what
we do and show charac-
ter regardless of what’s
going on. There were
things that we could have
done a little better, but
we stayed together,
played hard and were
able to claw our way back
init ina game that we
didnt necessarily shoot
the ball the best and do
some other things the
best. So | was just proud
of them for that.”

In addition to Call’s 18,
Noah Grimes added 13
points, while Will Kelley
contributed nine. The
Lions shot only 18-0f-48
from the floor (37.5 per-
cent); including just two
3-pointers, but made
19-0f-24 free throws (79.1
percent).

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: ©BradEmonsl

Sean Nelson and Trey
Walker, along with Chris
Rexroth, who’ an Ivy
League prospect for
football. So we have a lot
of different guys at all
different positions that
are just solid players and
good guys, and the
younger guys are taken
under their wings. And
its looking great.”



hometownlife.com

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Northville girls

Brad Emons
Hometownlife.com

USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sometimes being just
O.K. is good enough.
And that was the case

Thursday night as North-

ville repeated at home as
the Holiday tournament
girls basketball champi-
on with a 35-29 win over
a depleted Ann Arbor
Skyline squad, which
suited up only five play-
crs.

“We’re 6-2 and we
know we can compete
with just everybody on
our schedule if we're
playing at our maximum
capacity,” Northville
coach Todd Gudith said.
“And that’s what it’s go-
ing to take to finish out
the season.”

The Mustangs won
despite 20 turnovers and
15-0f-43 shooting from
the floor (34.8 percent).

“Taking care of the
basketball, taking high
quality shots and trying
to get to the rim more
instead of settling for
outside shots all the
time,” Gudith said of his
team’ laundry list of
things to improve upon.

Nine different players
for Northville scored led
by senior point-guard
Kendall Dillon, who in
her fourth season on the
varsitK, finished with a
team-high eight points.
Sophomore center Mor-
gan Thompson added six.

“All those seniors are
three- and four-year
varsity players,” Gudith
said. “Games like tonight
- when its kind of a drag
on everybody - you kind
of need those kids to step
up and use their leader-
ship to take over.”

Dillon is one of three
senior starters returning
off last year’s 17-4 KLAA
Central Division champi-
onship team along with
Roan Haines and Jasmin
Prince.

“The transition has
been really good,” Dillon
said. “We were a little bit

GOLF

South

Gregory Johnson
Special to Hometownlrfe.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Rick Hagenbach of
South Lyon and Oak
Pointe Country Club
found more time to golf
after age 50, and found
competition in Golf Asso-
ciation of Michigan sen-
ior tournaments after
age 60.

He has it figured out,
and was recently named
the Golf Association of
Michigan’s Super Senior
Golfer of the Year by
Ken Hartmann, senior
director of rules and
competitions for the
GAM.

“I feel honored with
the designation, it’s
great,” said the 68-year-
old Hagenbach, who has
been retired from Gener-

PAIRS
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tions.”

DeWyre and Nussle,
representing the Ice
House Skating Academy
under the direction of
Michelle Hunt, train at
three different venues
including the Kensington
Valley Ice House in
Brighton, the Hartland
Sports Center and the
Detroit Skating Club,
“which has definitely
helped out a ton,” Nussle
said.

At the DSC, they have
been under the direction
of two coaches including
Laura Lepzinski, a three-
time Senior National
competitor in pairs,
along with Craig Joe-
right, a seven-time Na-
tional competitor who
was on the U.S. Interna-

Fourth-year varsity guard Kendall Dillon had eight points in Northville's 35-29 Holiday Tournament win over Skyline, fite photo

shaky at first, but once
we started playing more
together in practice and
in games, | think we all
started to mesh pretty
well. We've got some
young players, but the
older players are bring-
ing it along pretty good,
S0 it’s going well.”

Northville never
trailed in the game lead-
ing 6-5 after one quarter,
19-15 at halftime and
27-17 after three quar-
ters.

“I think just think we

tried to tire them out as
much as we could since
they had no bench, |
guess,” Dillon said. “We
just tried to really take it
to them in the first half.
But they did really well
for having only five play-
ers out there, so | give
them credit.”

Tlimovers have been
the biggest issue so far
for the Mustangs.

“I think we just need
to take care of the ball
better, focus on passing
and dribbling better,”

Dillon said. “I think our
shots were a little off. We
had trouble attacking the
zone (defense) from the
outside. | just think we
need to break them apart
a little bit more so they
come out and man de-
fense. Hopefully we get
the shots straightened
out in the future. We saw
a 1-3-1 last week against
Hartland and that was
pretty tough up against
them. Yes, zones are an
issue.”

Skyline (1-9) dressed

only six players in a 38-
36 opening round victory
Dec. 27 over South Lyon
East, but lost another
player to injury for the
final.

Coach Johnnie Horne
has a 10-player roster,
but that number was cut
in half during the two-
day Northville Holiday
Tournament.

“Two are hurt,” he
said. “We have a softball
player... that’s her num-
ber one sport, so she let
us know coming in she

cagers stymie short-handed Skyline

couldnt play here this
week. Then we had a
couple on vacation.”

Horne opted to go with
just five players instead
of dipping down into the
JV ranks.

“The reason | didnt is
because we had eight JV
girls playing,” he said.
“And then won (the semi-
final), so they were play-
ing for the championship
today. So | didnt want to
leave her (coach Jakeyla
Ford) with five or six
players on my account,
so that’s the reason why |
didnt.”

Freshman Lauren
Courtright paced the
Eagles with nine points,
while sophomore Renee
Faulkner added eight.
Twin sister Janee Faulk-
er chiﬂped in with six.

“I thought we did
exceptional,” Horne said.
“South Lyon East is an
exceptional team and
Northville is a tough
team. | was actually look-
ing forward to this game

... | want to be careful
because | dont want to
say we struggled the first
eight, nine games. We
did, but we had bright
spots, so coming in we
said, Let’s see where at
against a Northville team
that’s been pretty suc-
cessful over the years.’
And | thought we han-
dled ourselves pretty
well.”

Horne took all of his
allotted six timeouts to
give his “Iron Five” some
timely breathers.

“l tried to save the
timeouts when | saw
them gasping for air or
when there was a dead
ball situation where they
gave me everything for
loose ball, just to say,
T've got your back,” he
said. “Those are the
times | wanted to use
them and | used them
all.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
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Lyon’s Hagenbach Super Senior Golfer of Year

al Motors for nine years
“I'm really pleased with
the Golf Association of
Michigan and the way

tional team from 1998-
2000.

“Craig is our pairs
coach,” Nussle said.
“He’ a really good skat-
er and has coached some
pretty good teams. She
(Lepzinski) helps clean
up our program with our
choreography. She does a
lot more on the finishing
touches on the programs
and she does some simi-
lar things to Craig. Craig
works more on our tricks
and works more on the
programs that we do.”

DeWyre has been
taking an hour’s worth of
online classes at East to
allow her more time to
practice each day be-
tween 2-4 p.m.

“It’s just been kind of
the same as last year,”
she said. “Our lifts are at
a little bit harder levels.
Our double twists are
getting a little bit bigger.
We’re working on the

they run tournaments,
and there is really great
competition. There are so
many good players and

good guys to play with in
the tournaments.”

Tom Werkmeister of
Grandville and Aya John-
son of North Muskegon
were previously an-
nounced as the men’s and
women’s players of the
year, while Randy Lewis
of Alma and Julie Massa
of Holt were named the
top senior players of the
year.

The winners will re-
ceive their awards in the
spring at the GAM’ an-
nual meeting for 2017.
Honorees are deter-
mined based on the GAM
Honor Roll, which
awards points for tourna-
ment accomplishments.

Hagenbach’ key ac-
complishment among the
Super Senior age 65-plus
set was winning the
Third GAM Super Senior

The junior pairs team of Cora DeWyre (left) and Jacob Nussle
competed in the Junior Pairs at the U.S. Figure Skating
Championships this week in San Jose, Calif, robin dewyre

height on them. We work
on them at the DSC and
then also with our main
coach Michelle (Hunt).
I've been working on
jumps by myself and

then perfecting my spins,
getting faster to match
Jacob’s.”

Nussle recently
switched to new skates
and has switched his

Championship at his
home course. He used a
hot putter to shoot a clos-
ing 72 and win by five
shots.

He finished with 160
Honor Roll points for the
season topping last year’s
Super Senior Player of
the Year John French of
Bloomfield Hills, who
had 128,

Jim Russell of Ste-
vensville and Point
O'Woods Golf & Country
Club, and Lawrence Ho-
gard of Flint and the
Michigan Publinx Sen-
iors Golf Association
rounded out the top four.
See the complete Honor
Roll at gam.org.

“Since | retired I've
been able to focus on
playing golf,” said Ha-
genbach, who winters
near Sarasota, Fla., and

off-ice workouts to Any-
time Fitness in Hamburg.

“My expectations ...
it’s our first year in Ju-
niors and we’re compet-
ing against some really
good teams and skaters,”
he said, “but | think any-
thing can happen.”

“Do You Know the
Way to San Jose” was the
1968 popular song writ-
ten and composed for
singer Dionne Warwick
by Burt Bacharach, who
composed the music,
while Hal David, who
wrote the lyrics. The
song was Warwick’s big-
gest international hit,
selling over a million
copies and winning War-
wick her first Grammy
Award.

DeWyre and Nussle
hope to be a big hit next
week in San Jose.

This year’s U.S. Na-
tionals also has an added
significance.

plays golf multiple times
each week. “I enjoy the
competitive aspect. It
gets the adrenalin going.
It keeps me in better
shape. | play in three or
four GAM tournaments
each year and | really
enjoy the four-ball tour-
naments.”

Hartmann called Ha-
genbach a personable,
friendly golfer.

“He is a very consis-
tent player,” he said.
“The Super Senior being
at Oak Pointe helped him
some, but he plays well at
other places and is usu-
ally in the running. He is
one of those regular top
10, top 15 guys who are
that age, have them
health and can really
play. It’s not a surprise
that he is Player of the
Year.”

It’s also an Olympic
year and much is at stake
this week in San Jose for
the Senior Dance, Pairs,
Men’ Singles and Wom-
en’s Singles competitors
hoping to earn spots on
the U.S. team this Febru-
ary in Pyeonchang, South
Kio*0d

Meanwhile, the 2022
Winter Olympics is
scheduled for Beijing,
China and by that year
DeWyre and Nussle hope
make it on Senior stage
as well.

This is just the first
step and it will be their
first appearance in the
Juniors.

“We're hoping for the
top 10, and to perform
clean programs, and try
our best,” DeWyre said.

bemons@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @BradEmonsl|
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Prayer to the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit,
you.who.makessee everything
and who showed mg the way to'reach
my ideal. You who ggve me the
divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with
me, |, in this short dialogue want to
thank you for everything and confirm
once more that I'never want to be
separated from you no matter how
great the material desires may be. |
want to be with you and my loved
ones in your perpetual glory. Amen.
Thank you for your love towards me
and my loved ones. Say for 3
consecutive days without mentioning
your petition and your prayer will be
answered. Promise to publish this
prayer. Also wish to thank Blessed
Mother, St. Joseph and St. Jude.
Thank you St. Jude for all favors
received. J.M.

N

new beginnings...
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Research Analyst
(Dearborn Heights, MI) sought by
Petroleum distribution company w/
exp. in formulating mathematical or
simulation models of company prob-
lems and issues to develop solutions,
performing validation and testing of
models to ensure adequacy, and ana-
lyzing and modeling wholesale com-
modity supply chain operations and
operational data to improve business
efficiency. Mail resume only Attn:
Roni Hadi, Bronco Petroleum LLC,
24530 Ford Road, Dearborn Heights,

Operations
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CI/A, crpt,bsmt,fridge,stove 1-275area
no pets. Special S990. 734-591-9163

Rooms-Rent

WAYNE, MI- 18x12 rm for rent, share
apt. $300/mo. Avail Jan 1. 734-634-4622
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AFl Financial 2431 (877) 2340600  3.75 0 32 0
!
Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 375 0 3% 0
Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100  3.75 0 3 0
Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 4 025 35 o
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 Ship parts
6 One in a veil

11 Very small:
Prefix

15 Sealed, say

19 Early TVs
Stu

20 Posteriors

21 Stick — in
the water

22 Songwriter’s
creation

23 Martin
the ticket
collector?

26 Actor Bana
or Stoltz

27 Pay to play
poker

28 Game with
Wild cards

29 Clinton the
doctor?

31 Caughtata
rodeo

33 Pollen lover

34 Hardly fresh

35 Worldwide

38 Ellington the
Peppermint
Pattie factory
worker?

45 More greasy

49 Ending fqr
Israel

5011k

51 Car owners’
org.

52 Kelly the
minister?

54 “Let’s gol"

55 Former Apple
messaging
software

57 See
64-Down

58 Primate
studier
Fossey

59 Benny the
golfer?

61 Markey and
Bagnold

63 Actor Hinds
of 2017’
“Justice
League”

65 Negligent

66 Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand’s
purview

67 Bailey the
philosopher?

72 Folder flap

75 Meal tie-on

76 Rice-based
Spanish dish

77 lvory’s
counterpart

79 Benatar the
dairy owner?

85 Fuzzy stuff

87 Departure

88 Standoffish

89 Karmann —
(bygone VW
sports car)

90 Nolle the
clockmaker?

92 Skeleton part

93 +

94 Ariz.-to-Kan.
dir.

95 Girls in the
family
96 Liotta
the lamp
designer?
100 Gets dilated
102 Basic deg.
for designers
103 Supermodel
Carangi or
actress Scala
105 End profit
110 Behar the
chef?
116 Airport stat
117 Hotel chain
118 Morales of
filmand TV
119 Arden the
demolition
contractor?
122 Shady giants
123 Get-out-of-jail
money
124 Super-mad
125The Rea"
poetJohn
126 Blog addition
127 Pot for stew
128 Lauder of
makeup
129 Evil smile

DOWN

1Getgold, e.g.

2 Target
Center, e.g.

3 Smacks

4 Spork parts

5— -cone

6 “Viva
Zapata!" star

7 Alter totally

8 Reply to
‘Who’s
in charge
here?"

9 Bounced
down the
court

10 Actress
Davis of two
“Matrix" films

11 Spam, say

12 Langston
Hughes
poem

13 Athletic team
assoc.

14 Film anew

15 Not wobbly

16 Throw

17 Troop body

18 Pt. of MIT or
STEM

24 Nuclear
reactor tube

25 Polar vehicle

30 Polar pixie

32 Curved arch

36 High jump on

a skateboard,

informally
37 Lacking a *
key, in music
39 “Semper Fi"
mil. branch
40 Weirdo
41 Rubik of
cube fame
42 Aieas island
43 Broccoli —
44 Kit— (candy
bars)

. 45 Poet Nash
46 Twisted wit
47 — lazuli
48 Frosted
53 Abbr. on a
pay stub

54 “Please,
Mommy, will
you let us?”

55 “Veni," in
English

56 Nero’s 160

59 Villain in
Disney’s
“Aladdin”

60 Waitress on
TV’ “Alice”

62 Spruce (up)

64 With
57-Across,
Ali ring
strategy

68 Abate

69 “Fighting" Big
Ten team

70 Cut, as pizza

71 Cold and wet

72 Like poison

73 Japanese
cartoon art

74 Measures of
memory

75 Scaring cry

78 — noire

79 One of
Henry VIII’s
Catherines

80 Et—

81 Mugina
pub

82 Jamaican
citrus fruit

83 Mean ruffian

84 Wife on The
Addams
Family," to
her hubby

86 Cover fora
truck bed

90 Crystal
rubbers,
perhaps

91 Jab deliverer

93 Control in a
clinical study

97 Certain wind
player

98 Very loudly,
musically

99 9-to-5eris
weekly cry

101 Main dish

104 Art house
film, often

106 Went
aboard

107 Nitrogen
compound

108 Words after
all or hole

109 San Fran
gridder

110 All-terrain
vehicle

111 Fjord city

112 Tasty tubers

113 Egg-shaped

114 Eye,
in Paris

115 Nut with
caffeine

116 Rock finale?

120 Perched

121 LP replacers

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@ michigan.com.Want more puzzles? Check out thfe “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at
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Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9

grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the

numbers 1 through

9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can

figure out the order

inwhich the numbers

will appear by using the numeric clues
provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the

puzzle!

9 6 2z
S 8 6
e P L 9
s Lz 8
6 8 9 &
p 8 1 1L
8 6 9 9
9 3 8P
L LP 8
D MR
0 AA
G N E
0 UG
P AL
AL Z
DTT
C R I

S ER
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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WORDS

AERO
ALL-ROUNDER
BICYCLE
BIKE
BOOTIES
BREAKAWAY
CADBICE
CHAIN
CHICANE
CLIHBER
CLINCHER
COMPETITION
CRANKSET
DEiyULLEUR
DIESEL
ECHELON
FINISHER
FIXED
GAP
GEAR
HAWER
HIT THE WALL
JumpP
MANUAL
MOUNTAIN
PACELINE
PEDAL
POGO
PRIZES
RIDERS
SHIFTER
TEAM
TEMPO
TIRES
TRIAL
WHEELIE
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