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Detroit Christmas tree has local roots
Ed Wright
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I C H I G A N

Decorated with a backstory that has 
all the ingredients of a Hallmark Christ­
mas movie, a towering Plymouth Town­
ship pine tree moved from Detroif s sub­
urbs to the heart of the city last week.

Destined for a date with a chainsaw 
anyway, due to its dangerously-too-

close proximity to the Duffina family's 
Deer Creek subdivision home, a 60- 
foot̂ plus Norwegian spruce earned the 
one-in-a-million distinction of being 
selected as the first local tree to serve as 
the official downtown Detroit Christmas 
tree.

The special tree has historically been 
shipped in to the longtime Campus 
Martius Park site from a neighboring 
state —  usually New York —  by a compa­

ny that finds downtown Christmas trees 
for Boston, New York City and Detroit.

Last year, a Cadillac-area Norwegian 
spruce was chosen as the first in-state 
hono(t)ree.

This year, the decision-makers at 
Downtown Detroit Partnership —  the 
organization that orchestrates logistics 
for the annual holiday program —  chose 
a tree with local roots, which was just 
fine with its former owners, Tonya and

Curtis Duffina.
“Over the past five years or so, ex­

perts advised us to get the tree cut down 
because it was leaning into our house 
and the branches were scraping the 
windows,” said Tonya, who along with 
husband Curtis owns the property the 
tree formerly graced. “They told us trim­
ming it wouldn’t work because it would

See TREE, Page 3A

BABY MAKES THREE
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Greg, Megan and Benjamin Neuner of Washington Township enjoy a quiet family moment. On Nov. 21, Ben turned 1. t i m
S M I T H  | H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

Y o u n g  couple touts bliss of dom e st i c  adoption
Tim Smith
homtetqwnlifeicqm
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I C H I G A N

One Canton woman, named Heather, 
didn’t think she could provide the kind 

i of home her soon-to-be-born son need­
ed. Her previous pregnancy ended in 
adoption, and her personal life was far 
from stable enough to welcome a new 
child.

Some 60 miles away, in Washington 
Township, newlyweds Megan and Greg 
•Neuner wondered and waited, hoping 
for a miraculous match that would fulfill 
their need to have a child of their own.

Megan Neuner couldn’t have a baby 
herself, due to a rare syndrome (MRKH) 
that attacked her reproductive organs at 
a young age and rendered that option

See ADOPTION, Page 8A

“We were sitting on a couch 
watching a movie after 10 
months of being married 
and we said, ‘it’s kind of 
quiet in here with just two 
dogs/”
Greg Neuner
adoptive father

Hidden 
cemeteries 
hold history
Pamela A. Zinkosky
Special to hometownlife.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I CHIGAN

Before there were large plots of land 
dedicated to burials, people some­
times buried their dead on their own 
land. Other times, community settlers 
or churches donated land for burials. 
In some cases, graves or gravestones 
were moved to accommodate changes 
in land ownership.

In others, burial grounds were left 
untended as owners died or moved. 
Here’s a look at five local historic cem­
eteries you may not know about.

Chubb Cemetery

Located at 38450 Warren Road, 
Westland: As early as 1825, Glode 
Chubb, a participant in the Under­
ground Railroad, used to spirit slaves 
to freedom, purchased the plot of land 
now known as the Chubb Cemetery. It 
once housed a church and was used as 
a burial ground as early as 1849, based 
on a grave marker for Hannah Chubb, 
Glode’s 4-year-old daughter.
Deeded to the city of Westland in 

1968, the burial ground had not been 
well-maintained, but a pair of Boy 
Scouts, Sam Berhardt and Jacob 
McNally, cleaned up the area and built 
wooden grave markers as part of their 
Eagle Scout project in 2015. Now the 
cemetery looks orderly, if not a bit out 
of place between two private residenc­
es, and includes a center walkway and 
flagpole.

The cemetery houses 30-some 
marked graves, including those of 
Glode and Pamelia Chubb, original 
landowners, and their son Lucius, who 
died during the Battle of Gettysburg in 
1863. The latest marked grave is that of 
one Herman Adler, who is said to have 
died in 1913 at the nearby Eloise Hospi­
tal.

Shearer Cemetery

Located at 45452 N. Territorial 
Road, Plymouth: The oldest cemetery 
in Plymouth, donated by early settler 
John Tibbits in 1826, is not easily seen 
from the road and, in fact, was aban­
doned and overgrown until Salem 
High School teacher Darrin Silvester 
endeavored to clear the land and un­
cover grave sites in 2005. Now the 
cemetery, located atop a hill and ac­
cessible by a mulch path, is a tree-cov-

See CEMETERIES, Page 2A
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Cemeteries
Continued from Page 1A

ered oasis sandwiched between apart­
ments and houses.
Tibbits wrote in an 1889 Plymouth 

Mail article that Chase was the man first 
buried there in 1826, but the earliest 
marked grave there is that of Hiram Je­
rome Tibbits, son of the land owner, 
who died at age 9 in 1832. Chase’s grave, 
like others, may have been moved to 
Plymouth’s Riverside Cemetery at some 
point or the marker may have been 
moved or destroyed. John Tibbits is also 
buried there with his wife Pheobe 
Rhode. The latest known burial oc­
curred in 1915, for Joseph Shearer.

Union Cemetery

Located on Six Mile Road, east of 
Haggerty, Livonia: Also known as 
Briggs Cemetery, this burial ground now

Knapp Cemetery is on Nine Mie Road, 
east of Novi Road, in Novi, bill b r e s l e r  |
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M
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sits adjacent to the Trinity Theater and 
is maintained by the city of Livonia. The 
land was donated as a non-denomina- 
tional church and burial ground by 
farmers Pardon Briggs and J. Stanton, 
who each gave up a piece of their land 
for it. The cemetery contains about 170 
graves, with Emery Sands the oldest in 
1832 and the latest in 1975.

Knapp Cemetery

Located at 43005 Nine Mile Road, 
Novi: The Knapp Cemetery also came 
about from a farmer, Benajah Aldrich, 
who designated a half-acre of his land 
for burials. The first person buried here 
was Henry Knapp, Aldrich’s brother-in- 
law, in 1836. More than 100 other burials, 
including that of Benajah himself, oc­
curred here. The city of Novi maintains 
the cemetery now. The latest burial was 
in 1948.

Downer Cemetery

Located at Haggerty and Old Michi­
gan Avenue, Canton: This cemetery 
was donated by Lucretia Downer, one of 
the first women to own land in what 
would become Canton Township, in the 
early 1830s. Some 140 graves are here, 
many of them toppled over or damaged, 
including one for Downer herself, who 
died in 1854. The first marked grave has 
a date of1832, for Janet Dawson, age 57, 
followed by Louesa Darling, a 1-year-old 
who died in 1836. Situated in front of a 
trailer park on a dead end road, it’s open 
to the public for viewing, but the last 
known burial there was in 1918.

To comment on this article or to sug­
gest ideas for other history articles, con­
tact Pamela A. Zinkosky at pazink(S)ya- 
hoo.com.

Previous unmarked and overgrown graves in the Chubb Cemetery in Westland 
now include wooden markers created by Eagle Scouts.

Union Cemetery, also known as Briggs Cemetery, is located on the grounds of 
Trinity House Theater, bi ll b r e s l e r  i h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m
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No Child 
Without a 
Christmas"

The Westland Goodfellows are holding a toy and food drive. Donations of toys, 
hats & gloves, and non-perishable food items can be dropped off at any of the 
following locations. All donated items will be distributed to Westland families 
this Christmas. Donation boxes available November 1 to December 1, 2018.

Participating Goodfellows* Partners
Allstate Insurance-Hassan Farhat
Better Health Clinic
Dairy Queen
Daniel Sharpsmart
Dogs & Suds
Dr. Smoler, DDS
Family Video
Fountain Park Apartments 
Fox & Berman DDS 
Heather Ridge Apartments 
Jueneman Insurance Agency 
Munro Tire &  Auto Repair 
Palmer House Bar & Grill 
Parkside Credit Union 
Red Robin
Ruth Olson Photography 
Taylor Towers 
Venoy Pine Apartments 
Wayne-Westland Fed. Credit Union 
Westland Bowl
Westland Chamber of Commerce 
Westland City Hall 
Westland Fire Dept. N E W  
Westland Police Dept.-Lobby 
Wesdand Friendship Center 
Wildwood Apartments 
Willow Creek Apartments

956 Newburgh Rd., Wesdand
8275 N. Wayne, Rd., Wesdand
36520 Ford Rd., Wesdand
5770 N. Hix Rd., Wesdand
244 Wayne Rd., Wesdand
820 N. Wayne Rd., Wesdand
38900 Cherry Hill, Wesdand
37410 Fountain Park Circle, Wesdand
7720 Middlebelt Rd., Wesdand
7500 N. Newburgh, Wesdand
33652 Ford Rd., Westland
1845 N. Wayne Rd., Wesdand
31150 Palmer Rd., Wesdand
1747 S. Newburgh, Wesdand
36350 Warren Rd., Wesdand
34215 Ford Rd., Wesdand
36500 Marquette, Wesdand
7127 Bonnie Dr., Wesdand
500 S. Wayne Rd., Wesdand
5940 N. Wayne Rd., Wesdand
36900 Ford Rd., Wesdand
36300 Warren Rd., Wesdand
35701 Central City Parkway, Wesdand
36701 Ford Rd., Wesdand
1119 Newburgh Rd., Wesdand
5925 Wildwood, Wesdand
1673 Fairwood Drive, Wesdand

www.wesdandgoodfellows.orp'
32150 Dorsey St, Wesdand, MI 48186 734-788-2270
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CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS
The Canton Public Library is at 1200 

S. Canton Center Road. For more infor­
mation, call 734-397-0999 or go to 
www. cantonpl. org.

Teen Boredom Busters

When: For five or 50 minutes, any 
time
Details: Students who need a brain 

break after school can learn something 
new, meet a friend, relieve stress and 
have fun in our Teen Space with passive 
or planned activities.

Computer Skills Help for 
Beginners

When: 9-11 a.m. each Saturday 
Details: Experts are on hand to an­

swer questions or connect you to addi­
tional resources.

Board Gaming League of Canton

When: Noon first Saturday of each 
month
Details: Drop by to play some of the 

hottest games, sharpen your mental 
skills and meet new folks.

ELL Conversation Groups

When: 9:30-11 a.m. each Thursday 
and Friday
Details: Practice speaking English in 

an informal setting with Community 
Literacy Council volunteers.

Digital Download Drop-In Help

When: 10-11 a.m. each Friday 
Details: Get one-on-one help from 

our information desk. Bring your device 
and, if you are a Kindle user, your Ama­
zon log-in information.

ELL Reading Group

When: 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. each Friday

Details: Beginning or Intermediate 
English Language Learners are invited 
to read together and discuss short arti­
cles, etc., in English with a tutor.

Preschool Storytime

When: 10-10:30 a.m. each Monday 
and 1-1:30 p.m. each Friday
Details: Preschool storytimes fea­

ture longer books, flannel board and 
rhymes designed for children ages 3̂ -5. 
Children must be able to sit indepen­
dently and be attentive for 30 minutes. 
Parents may attend to help transition 
their child to this program. All parents 
must remain in the children’s depart­
ment. Registration required.

Baby Storytime

When: 10-10:30 a.m. each Tuesday 
Details: Designed for babies ages 18 

months and younger with an adult, Ba­
by Storytime features simple stories,

songs and rhymes. Registration re­
quired.

A B C  Activity Time

When: After every baby, preschool 
and family storytime, lasts 30 minutes 
Details: Experience a variety of 

hands-on and imaginative play oppor­
tunities while building social and coop­
erative skills with other young children 
and caregivers.

Early Literacy Workshops

When: 6:30-8:30 p.m. the second 
Monday of each month
Details: Starfish Family Services 

provides free, high-quality, early litera­
cy training to day care providers, care­
givers and parents. They teach topics 
developed by the independent nonprof­
it HighScope Educational Research 
Foundation.

Tree
Continued from Page 1A 

look too awkward.
“We always thought the tree would 

make a perfect Christmas tree some­
where, so back in February, I Googled 
‘Campus Martius Christmas Tree’ and 
called the number listed for the Down­
town Detroit Partnership.”

By chance, Duffina’s call was an­
swered by Heather Badrak, who was in 
charge of the 2018 Christmas tree’s se­
lection process.

Before Duffina knew it, a crew of 
DDP-hired tree experts was in her front 
yard inspecting the gigantic piece of 
greenery.

“From what I was told, a lot goes into 
the selection of the tree,” Duffina said. 
“It has to be a minimum of 60 feet tall, it 
has to be a Norway spruce and it has to 
have the right shape.”

Check, check and check.
“They came back multiple times to 

check on the tree and then, in August,

we got the word that they had chosen 
our tree,” Duffina said.

Over a two-day stretch last week, the 
tree was carefully bundled, cut down 
and loaded onto a flatbed truck.

“The other day, when we went down­
town to see the tree standing in Campus 
Martius, people were coming up to us, 
thanking us for donating the tree,” Duf­
fina said. “We told them, ‘No, thank you!’ 
The entire experience has been such a 
blessing for us.”

In a heart-warming subplot to the 
story, the man who built the Duffinas’ 
home and planted the tree close to 30 
years ago, contacted the family and told 
them he was considering attending the 
tree-lighting ceremony.

The ceremony will mark the 15th con­
secutive year the DDP has organized the 
event, which is expected to draw close 
to 40,000 people —  including the Duffi­
na family.

“We wouldn’t miss it,” Tonya said. 
“They even gave us VIP passes for the 
tree-lighting ceremony.”

Contact Ed Wright at eawright@ 
hometownlife.com or 517-375-1113.

To provide a unique perspective of the tree’s height, Deer Creek subdivision 
children lined up next to the tree prior to its delivery to downtown Detroit.
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The Villas at Woodbridge Estates
Canton, Michigan
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The Villas lifestyle emerges with enchanting 2 or 3 
bedroom condominium homes with lofts, fabulous 
gourmet kitchens, convenient 1st floor laundries, 
rejuvenating master suites, ceramic tile in the 
fireplace arid baths, full basements and attached 
2-car garages. From 1,450 to 2,000 sq. ft. of space 
in all...all from the unbelievable mid-$200,s.

SALES CENTER: :1 2:00-6:00PM 
CLOSED WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

734.844.8300
www.woodbndgecondos.com
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Folsom latest to be honored as top veteran
Donald Folsom, a World War II veteran from Livonia 

who served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1942-46, 
was honored as the November 2018 Veteran of the 
Month by the Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 
32, of the Myron H. Beals American Legion Post 32 in 
Livonia.
Folsom was born in March 1923 in Bad Axe. His fam­

ily moved to California during the depression and, in 
1935, they moved to East Detroit and then Rosedale 
Gardens in Livonia. It was Sunday afternoon, Dec. 7, 
1941, that news come across the radio that Japan had 
bombed Pearl Harbor.

“I was eager to get into the fight,” Folsom said. “I 
tried to enlist on Monday, but my parents, wisely, in­
sisted that I finish my last six months of high school.”
In 1942, Folsom graduated from Plymouth High 

School and, in November1942, went to the recruitment 
center in Detroit and joined the marines. He was sent 
by train to Chicago then to the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot in San Diego for boot camp and combat training.

“Boot camp was a challenge at first,” Folsom said. 
“But I loved every minute of becoming a Marine. I was 
a pretty good shot on the rifle range, a skill that would 
help me stay alive during four battles.”
Folsom was deployed July 1,1943, with the 2nd Ma­

rine Division to Hawaii, then New Zealand, for am­
phibious combat operations in the Pacific. His training 
included all aspects of light and heavy artillery and 
high-explosive demolition.

In November 1943, Folsom participated in action 
against the Japanese at Tarawa, in the Gilbert Islands. 
“Tarawa was hell on earth,” he said. “There’s no way for 
me to describe it. It all begins with a dangerous climb 
down a net hanging olf the side of the transport ship 
into an LCVP landing craft. As we approached the is­
land, the sound of the shells screaming overhead from 
the battleships, heavy and light cruisers and destroy­
ers was deafening. The sight of dead marines floating 
in the water gave me an idea of what was to come. I was 
scared, the sounds of bullets hitting around us and 
mortar shells exploding added to the fear we were all 
experiencing. I lost two buddies from Plymouth High 
School on that island.”
During the battle, Folsom served on a 105mm How­

itzer crew. Rear Adm. Meichi Shibasaki of the Japa­
nese fleet said it would take the Americans 1,000,000 
men and 100 years to take the island. It took the Ma­
rines 76 hours with 1,100 American casualties and 
4,500 Japanese lives. “After the battle, we searched 
the dead bodies of our fellow marines for dog tags, pic­
tures and wallets so they could be identified and then 
we buried them. It was a tough job,” he said.
Folsom's fighting days did not end there. Beginning 

in mid-June 1944, Folsom (now a corporal) participat­
ed in battles on Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas Is­
lands. The landing at Saipan met with heavy resis­
tance from the Japanese.

“We were on the beach and under mortar attack 
when the guy next to me said we should run and take 
cover under a downed tree. He no more than got the 
words out of his mouth when a mortar exploded next 
to him, killing him,” Folsom said. “We would drive 
them back during the day, only to have them come 
back at night. One morning, I woke up in my foxhole 
and found my buddy, who was on guard, sleeping. I 
looked out and saw a Japanese soldier coming directly 
at us with a grenade in his hand. I grabbed my M-l and 
emptied the clip in him and then I gave my buddy hell. 
Another time, we thought things were under control 
when all hell broke out. The Japanese had broken 
through our lines and were coming in droves. They 
were using everything they had as a weapon, even bay­
onets lashed to bamboo poles. We started shooting 
buckshot out of our 105 and then were told to back off

Donald Folsom, a World War II veteran from Livonia, was honored as the November 2018 Veteran of the 
Month.

as the army infantry moved in. We could see the Japa­
nese falling in droves as the army fought back.”

Three weeks into fighting on Saipan, Folsom and 
the 2nd Marines, along with the 4th Marines, were or­
dered to take Tinian. The island had been under heavy 
bombardment for seven weeks prior and resistance 
was weak. The island and its 8,000 Japanese were 
easily defeated within two weeks. “By the end of July, 
we were in really bad shape. Between the heat, ex­
haustion and dengue fever, I think we could have been 
beaten by a Boy Scout troop,” Folsom said.

In April 1945, Folsom again saw action in the inva­
sion of Okinawa, the last major battle of World War II 
and one of the bloodiest, with 100,000 Japanese and 
50,000 allied casualties. After Okinawa, Folsom and 
his fellow marines trained hard for a planned invasion 
of Japan, scheduled for Nov. 1,1945.

Folsom was in Pearl Harbor when the war ended in 
September. He was discharged in January 1946 and 
went back to Livonia. He joined the Livonia Fire De­

partment as a volunteer in 1949 and was the second 
fireman to be hired by Livonia in 1951 He served his 
community honorably for 28 years until his retirement 
in 1979 as battalion chief. Folsom and his wife Lois, 
who died in 2014 after 61 years of marriage, have two 
sons, one daughter and two grandchildren.

Folsom was interviewed by members of S.A.L. and a 
DVD was made of the interview and shown at the 
S.A.L. November membership meeting with Folsom, 
his son Richard, daughter Diane, granddaughter Re­
becca, sister-in-law Jean and Richard’s father-in-law 
Tom Debolski, a member of Post 32, in attendance. A 
plaque was presented to him from Livonia Trophy with 
his picture and service information. The S.A.L. invites 
local residents to attend their monthly meetings to lis­
ten to the Veteran of the Month. The public is also en­
couraged to nominate veterans to be honored at its 
meetings. Nomination forms can be picked up at the 
American Legion Hall, 9318 Newburgh Road, Livonia, 
MI 48150.
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APARTMENTS FOR THOSE 55 & BETTER
BECAUSE ITS YOUR TIME TO SHINE

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski 
(734) 453-2100
Fax: 734-667-3396

A A A  Michigan' Insurance 1365 S. Main Street, Suite E Plymouth, Ml 48170

pricesstartst o n l y
S o o ^ onth!

LO-GCIOI02982-02 nppallas@aaamichigan.com

28815 Jamison St., Livonia, Ml 48154 
Between Schoolcraft & 5 Mile Rd.t East of Middlebelt 

734-522-1151 www.ParksideOfLivonia.com

LIFT T H E  S E A S O N  WITH G O R G E O U S  GREENS!
FRESH 
WREATH
20" Noble Fir Mix 
cones & bow 
Reg. $34.99

JUST

FRESH
GARLAND
50’ Michigan Cedar 
or White Pine 
HEAVY Reg. $49.99
N O W  $39.99

GRAVE BLANKETS
Elegantly Decorated!
3’ Pillows, 5’ Blankets

FRESH PORCH POTS
Hand-made daily by our designers. 
Special orders welcome.

7 3 4 - 4 5 3 - 5 5 0 0

Item on sale 
throughout 
the storel

Instore flyer 
now in progress.

LIFELIKE TREES I33-50% OFF
Over 100 sizes and 
styles from 2’-12’ tall
FREE
Storage bag with 
purchase of any 
Lifelike tree 6 1/2’ 
or larger. $24.99 value

ww.piy1not1th1mrse17.net 
Mon -Sat 9am-8pm * Sun 10-6 
Offers Expire 11/23/18

Closed
Thanksgiving.

9900 Ann Arbor Rd W
«  7 Miles ffest of 1-275 • 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14

C o m e r  of Gotfredson Rd.

P L Y M O U T H  N U R S E R Y
Christmas in the Country



Milford student’s musical ascension opens eyes, ears
Ed Wright
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  MICH.

She writes her own 
songs based on real-life 
experiences, has wowed 
crowds and professional 
talent judges with her 
soulful voice and has 
learned to play multiple 
instruments in a relative­
ly short time.

Sound like anyone 
you’ve streamed on your 
iPhone recently?

OK, Aspen Jacobsen 
hasn’t quite reached the 
level of her favorite sing­
er, Taylor Swift, quite yet, 
but give her time —  she 
just turned 14.

A freshman at White 
Lake’s International 
Academy and a regular 
performer at downtown 
Milford’s Michigan Rock 
School, Aspen has dis­
played a beyond-her- 
years knack for creating 
beautiful music.

With recently released 
CD “Aspen” already in the 
books, the future is 
brighter than a Colorado 
sunrise for the musician, 
whose best work is yet to 
come, according to those 
with an ear for success.

“Where do I start?” 
Michigan Rock School 
owner John Kozicki said, 
when asked to describe 
Aspen’s robust skills set. 
“I first met Aspen four 
years ago at a songwrit­
ing workshop I hosted. At 
first, the lyrical content of 
her songs was what you’d 
expect from a 10-year- 
old, but the way she put 
her songs together was 
beyond her years.

“Aspen is not intimi­
dated by anything, which 
is one reason she has pro­
gressed so far. When I en­
couraged her to try the 
bass, she didn’t hesitate 
—  even though her main 
instrument is guitar —  
and she picked it up right 
away.”

Kozicki emphasized 
that even the most-tal­
ented musicians can fail 
if they’re not well-round­
ed —  a requirement that 
he says Aspen has em­
braced.

“It’s not just about cre­
ating music... you have to 
hustle, too, and find ways 
to market yourself,” he 
said. “From what I’ve 
seen, Aspen understands 
this and will do whatever 
it takes if she decides to 
make music a career.”

Aspen has already 
compiled a resume longer 
than a sheet of music.

Performing original 
music and covers, Aspen 
was a semifinalist at the 
2018 Michigan State 
Fair’s superstar
competition held at the 
Suburban Collection
Showplace in Novi. She 
has also earned several 
music-related scholar-
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Aspen Jacobsen proudly displays her music CD during a release event at River’s 
Edge Brewery in Milford.

ships, including ones 
from the Great Lakes Mu­
sic Camp and Folk Alli­
ance Region Midwest.

Aspen sings and plays 
bass and guitar for Mil- 
ford-based band Red 
Couch.

The well-spoken 
ninth-grader developed a 
comfort level performing 
in front of crowds by 
starting in the theater.

“When I was young, I 
enjoyed acting, so I was

able to overcome any 
stage fright I may have 
had by pretending I was 
the character I was play­
ing,” she said. “So when I 
started singing and per­
forming my music in 
front of crowds, I wasn’t 
as vulnerable.

“The only CDs I’d lis­
ten to when I was in ele­
mentary school were Tay­
lor Swift’s. I loved the way 
she sang about her life ex­
periences.”

Jill Jack, winner of 44 
Detroit Music Awards 
since 1997 and the owner 
of Dream Big Inc., a com­
pany that consults up- 
and-coming musicians, 
has worked with Aspen 
for the past year.

To say Jack is im­
pressed with the young 
artist is an understate­
ment.

Talent abounds

“The thing that sur­
prised me the most about 
Aspen is that, for as 
young as she is, she has a 
very old soul,” said Jack, 
who has opened for a 
star-studded list of per­
formers including Bob 
Seger, John Waite and 
Emmylou Harris. “Aspen 
is extremely focused for a 
teenager. She knows 
what she wants and is de­
termined to get it —  in an 
assertive way, though, 
not an aggressive way.

“Everyone has drive at 
the beginning. The key is 
sustaining that drive and 
I sincerely feel that Aspen 
has what it takes. I can vi­
sualize where she’ll be in 
20 years and it’s a good 
place.”

Jack said Aspen’s 
greatest intangible may 
be her humility.

“She doesn’t know 
how good she is yet,” Jack 
said. “Being humble 
helps a young musician, 
because you’re going to 
keep striving to get better. 
If you already think 
you’ve made it, you don’t 
work as hard.”

In the beginning

Aspen’s mom Stepha­
nie readily admits that 
neither she nor her hus­
band Ken have a strand of 
musical DNA in their 
makeup. However, it was 
a piano that was handed 
down to Aspen’s mom 
that kick-started her mu­
sical journey.

“When Aspen was 
young, she was drawn to 
the piano,” Stephanie 
said. “We signed her up 
for lessons and she was 
doing really well. Since 
then, she’s taken on the 
mandolin, ukulele and 
fiddle and, three years 
ago, she started playing

guitar.”
Aspen’s mom remem­

bers one particular mo­
ment when she realized 
her daughter may be in­
stilled with some musical 
magic.

“Three or four years 
ago, we took her down to 
the Ann Arbor Art Fair 
and she played the uku­
lele on one of the comers 
for tips,” Stephanie said.
“I don’t remember exactly 
how much money she 
made, but she got enough 
to buy her first guitar.

“It just kind of took off 
from there. She started 
writing songs and she 
loves all kinds of music, 
which is unusual for 
someone her age.”
While music is a huge 

part of her life, it is not 
all-consuming, Aspen 
said.
“I sit down and do 

hard-core practicing 
probably two or three 
days a week,” she said. 
“I’m  doing something 
musically every day, be­
cause I love it so much, 
but not for hours and 
hours.”

Is ‘The Voice’ in her 
future?

The Jacobsens sent a 
video of their daughter 
performing to the pro­
ducers of NBC’s “The 
Voice” in hopes of Aspen 
getting selected to audi­
tion for a spot on the 
show during an upcom­
ing event in Detroit.

“I would love to get a 
job in the music industry 
some day,” she said. “If 
performing doesn’t work 
out, I’d at least like to 
teach music.”

Contact Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometown- 
life.com or 517-375-1113.
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Tattoos and fine art: Livonia studio has it all
Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I CHIGAN

Karlos Kowaleski wonders aloud if a 
phantom pushed him from a 16-foot lad­
der that gave way while he was painting 
the ceiling of his new tattoo and fine art 
studio in Livonia.
He did, after all, name his studio 

Box5 Tattoo and Fine Art, a reference to 
the Box 5 seating where the masked, 
disfigured phantom sat in “Phantom of 
the Opera.”

A fan of all things macabre, Kowales­
ki has a dark side with his interest in ni­
hilism, futility and life as ticking toward 
the ultimate end, death.

“Knowledge of my own mortality 
really gives me a kick in the butt to get to 
work,” he said.
His tumble from the ladder was a re­

minder that forced him to postpone his 
Sept. 1 opening of Box5. He spent a 
month in the hospital after his mishap 
fractured all five lumbar vertebrae and 
his ninth rib on the left side, also caus­
ing a laceration to his head.
What a difference two months make.
Kowaleski, 33, opened his studio on 

Nov. 5 at 29524 W. Seven Mile, in the Li­
vonia Marketplace, where his tattoo art­
istry and oil paintings are on display 
amidst a late 1800s provincial decor, in­
cluding paintings of skulls with candles 
and self portraits, inspired by “Phantom 
of the Opera.”
Before opening his own shop, Kowa­

leski was an apprentice at Suicide Kings 
Tattoo & Piercing in Canton, where he 
was brought in after impressing the 
owners with his oil paintings. He then 
worked at Chroma Tattoo in West 
Bloomfield, where he had a consultation 
with Josh Clark of Wixom, who was 
shopping for his first tattoo.

Clark was so impressed by Kowales- 
kfs work that he followed him to Livonia 
and waited for his hospital recovery. On 
a November afternoon, Clark lay face 
down as Kowaleski, with a buzzing car­
tridge-based tattoo machine in hand, 
created body art of a strawberry pastry 
dessert on the back of Clark’s right calf.

“I had been looking for years for 
someone who had his style profession­
ally,” Clark said. “I had seen his work at 
Chroma. I wasn’t going to anyone else.”

Kowaleski chose to open Box5 in his

Karlos Kowaleski started out as a musician and fine artist. Now he uses those skills in his new business, Box5 Tattoo and 
Fine Art. bi ll b r e s l e r  | h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

hometown Livonia, where he graduated 
from Franklin High School in 2002. He 
said his embrace of the macabre was in­
fluenced by growing up in a home where 
there was a love of the horror genre of 
movies and culture. His parents even 
had a skull on display.

“I loved it,” he said, adding that he of­
ten “rooted for the villain” in films.

He performed in a hip-hop band, 
Dramadeus, in his teens and early 20s 
and opened at festival gigs for the likes 
of Ice Cube, Ice-T and Outlawz, founded 
by the late Tupac Shakur. Partly at the 
same time and until age 28, he was in 
Bat on Fire, a pop/prog-metal group that 
cut three full-length albums and an ex­
tended-play record.

All the while, he honed his largely 
self-taught skills at oil painting by vis­
iting museums, studying art history and 
taking college courses before dropping 
out. His art —  self-portraits, his moth­
er’ s hands, an empty Coca-Cola bottle 
and, of course, his darker works, such as
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skulls —  are for sale at Box5, typically 
ranging from $250 to $4,000.

“I do a self-portrait every birthday,” 
Kowaleski said, and he has adopted the 
moniker Saint Karlos, patron saint of oil 
painting, for himself.

His wall art also includes a mixed- 
media collage of newspaper articles 
about President John F. Kennedy’s as­
sassination, from the day after he was 
killed until the one-year anniversary.

On the tattoo side of his business, he 
said he strives to bring “high-brow” 
body art to his studio. He has about 60 
tattoos of his own, though they’re hard 
to count because some blend together. 
He said the old days of dingy tattoo par­
lors have long ago given way to “the next 
generation of fine artists” with a higher 
skill level.
When he worked for other tattoo stu­

dios, Kowaleski often was booked up for 
appointments two to three months in 
advance. The wait at his new business is 
about two weeks, he said, "but that 
won’t last long.”

He has hired another tattoo artist, 
Alex Hunter, and he expects to bring in 
another two artists as demand grows. 
And it will grow, he said.

Attending an Explorer Tattoo Confer­
ence in Los Angeles helped educate Ko­
waleski about his chosen trade, with 
$12 billion a year in revenues in the 
United States alone.

BoxS’s rates are $150 an hour or $900 
for an all-day, or eight-hour, session.

Kowaleski attributes the sustained 
popularity of tattoo studios to business­
es like his that are combining fine art 
and tattooing by artists who are better- 
trained and using better tattoo ma­
chines.

Kowaleski, who has a wife, Kelley, 
and 15-month-old daughter, Kennedy, 
has a five-year lease for his business. 
After that, he could continue as is or re­
structure to become an owner oversee­
ing other artists. Long term, he also has 
a desire to spend time on land his family 
owns in the Arizona dessert, possibly 
taking a tum at “living off the earth.”

For more on Box5, go to 
www.box5tattoo.com/. For more on Ko- 
waleski’s art, go to
www.saintkarlos.com.

Contact Darrell Clem at 
dclem@hometownlife.com. Follow him 
on Twitter: @CantonObserver.
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Six facts about Black Friday shopping day
Pamela A. Zinkosky
Special to hometownlife.com 
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M ICHIGAN

Are you planning on shopping Black 
Friday sales? Getting some Cyber Mon­
day deals? It may surprise you to know 
that the original Black Friday had little 
to do with bargains. Here are six facts 
about the origins of the retail holiday we 
know today.

First time

The first Black Friday was Sept. 24, 
1869, and it had nothing to do with holi­
day shopping. It referred to the U.S. gold 
market crash that bankrupted so many. 
A scheme by Jay Gould and Jim Fisk to 
drive up the price of gold eventually fell 
flat, sending the market into a tailspin. 
The economic downturn affected every­
one from Wall Street traders to farmers.

Influx of people

A second Black Friday emerged in the 
1950s in Philadelphia. The police force 
called the day after Thanksgiving Black 
Friday because it meant an influx of 
people to the city, not only for shopping 
and tourism, but for attendance at the 
Army-Navy football game that took 
place that Saturday annually.

Philadelphia police officers had to 
work longer shifts and deal with extra 
chaos in the city, which gave the day a 
bleak outlook for them. The name stuck 
in that part of the country, with retailers 
jumping on the bandwagon and making 
it into a shopping event.

Thanksgiving m ove

It might have been the last Friday of 
November, or the first of December, if 
not for the Great Depression and Frank­
lin D. Roosevelt, who in 1939 endeavored 
to move Thanksgiving up a week. Presi­
dent Abraham Lincoln originally desig­
nated the last Thursday of November as 
Thanksgiving.

In 1939, President Roosevelt, in an ef­
fort to give struggling retailers an extra 
week of holiday sales, moved Thanks­
giving one week up, to the fourth Thurs­
day of November. Roosevelt endured 
much criticism for moving the holiday

with little notice, with many calling the 
fourth Thursday "Franksgiving” and 
much confusion occurring in the follow­
ing years.

However, in 1941, President Roosevelt 
designated the fourth Thursday in No­
vember as Thanksgiving and Black Fri­
day followed several decades later.

In the red

Retailers are not "in the red” until 
Black Friday. A story emerged over the 
years that Black Friday referred to re­

tailers finally being “in the black,” or on 
the profit side, after Black Friday sales, 
but there’s no evidence to support this 
story. After all, if most businesses made 
no profit until the 11th month of the year, 
there wouldn’t be many businesses left 
to shop.

Myth busted

It’s not a reference to slavery. Anoth­
er myth emerged in the last five years or 
so that Black Friday referred to the price 
of slaves being lower the day after

Thanksgiving. There’s no evidence to 
support this idea at all.

Going national

The 1980s saw the spread of Black 
Friday nationwide, as retailers reinvent­
ed the day as a retail holiday, with in­
store early bird sales and, now, Cyber 
Monday for online deals.

To comment on this article or to sug­
gest ideas for other history articles, con­
tact Pamela A. Zinkosky atpazink@ya- 
hoo.com.
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Adoption
Continued from Page 1A

moot. They wanted nothing to do with finding a surro­
gate mother, either.
Through Adoption Associates, Inc., of Farmington 

Hills, the 20-something couple connected with then 
34-year-old Heather —  and baby Benjamin became 
the God-sent answer to a prayer for two different fam­
ilies.

“Since I knew that I couldn’t have kids, I kind of felt 
that it wasn’t meant to be for me,” said Megan Neuner, 
28. “So I always just expected that I never would have 
kids and that it would just be my husband and I and we 
would have dogs and travel and everything.

“One day, I was shopping for a baby gift for one of 
my colleagues and I walked into Babies ‘R’ Us and it hit 
me. T m  never going to be able to do this, this is never 
going to be my life.’ Ever since that day, we were, like, 
‘OK, let’s figure this out. I want that, I want to be able to 
enjoy life with kids.’”

Greg Neuner chimed in that “we were sitting on a 
couch watching a movie after 10 months of being mar­
ried and we said, ‘It’s kind of quiet in here with just two 
dogs.’”

Best of both worlds

Ben’s birth mom also couldn’t have asked for a bet­
ter outcome for the baby she carried and gave birth to 
Nov. 21,2017. Heather asked to not have her last name 
revealed.
“She’s like the sister, like a long-lost sister,” Heather 

said about her instant and immediate rapport with 
Megan. “It’s so cute that Ben actually looks like he was 
bom to them (the Neuners). It’s cool. I hope that one 
day, with the help of Ben and me and Megan and Greg, 
we can help curb the stigma of adoption, because if s a 
wonderful thing.”

Heather is still part of Ben’s life, regularly chatting 
with Megan and joining the Neuners for special occa­
sions such as a first birthday dinner Thanksgiving eve.

“Adoption isn’t just some big, scary wolf that you 
shouldn’t touch,” Megan Neuner said. “It’s something 
that’s beautiful and wonderful and brings families to­
gether —  and helps both sides.

“We always talk with Heather. She always says 
she’s so blessed and grateful that Ben has us. And 
we’re always, like, ‘We’re the blessed and grateful 
ones, because without you, we wouldn’t have a child.’”

Never too early

Not every trip down the adoption road is as smooth 
as what the Neuners have experienced. There remains 
a lot of heartache, hidden worries and the bubbling up 
of insensitivity from unenlightened people who gener­
ally mean no harm.

“I never would want him to feel like there’s anything 
wrong or he’s less because he was adopted,” Megan 
said. “So I think that’s why it’s really important now, 
for us to teach him how to answer those questions and 
give him those tools now on how to respond to people 
that might say something hurtful —  or help him teach 
others.”
Adoption isn’t cheap. The Neuners spent something 

like $20,000, along with countless hours researching 
the Internet looking for answers to their ultimate ques­
tion —  would they be able to start a family, other than 
family pooches Lola and Lucy, of course.
“You do put money into an account (with Adoption 

Associates) to have available for any birth family 
needs, which we thought was wonderful,” Megan said. 
“Because if there’s anything we could help with for a 
birth family to make this process easier... we were ex­
tremely on board with that.”

Ben Neuner is a typically playful baby boy. He was 
adopted through Farmington Hills-based Adoption 
Associates by Megan and Greg Neuner. tim smith |
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

If ever there was a perfect poster child for adoption, 
it is the happy-go-lucky Ben. He is healthy and full of 
boundless energy, grabbing at pieces of paper that are 
just out of reach, pushing a toy train, flashing a tooth­
less grin.

“He’s doing really good,” Megan said. “He’s starting 
to walk, he's passed all his milestones. It’s really funny 
to see how they grow their little personalities.”

Message from God

Yet the Neuners might not have been so fortunate if 
not for some soul-searching and selflessness from 
Heather, who quickly came to grips with her uncertain 
reality.

Heather cotld not provide the stability a newborn 
needed, already having had to have a baby girl adopted 
by family merhbers because of struggles “with drugs 
and everything. ... Because of all that happening, I 
knew that I prbbably wouldn’t be able to keep Ben.”

She entered a methadone clinic, but then “ended up 
having him a little bit early” and attempted to begin an 
adoption plan through Children’s Protective Services.

“Then about a week and a half later, my mom was, 
like, ‘No, we’re just going to go ahead and kind of go 
behind CPS’s back.’ And she called an agency and they 
didn’t get back to her fast enough so she called my 
Aunt Laura,” Heather said, talking via cellphone dur­
ing a morning commute to her job. “(Laura) got her 
daughter from Adoption Associates and she got their 
number.”

Before long, a case worker for Adoption Associates
—  which director Paula Springer said has handled 40- 
60 domestic adoptions annually over the past decade
—  was meeting with Heather and other family mem­
bers. They reviewed profiles (complete with video) 
that families looking to adopt had supplied.

“My daughter Mary looked at Megan and Greg’s 
profile first, then the (birth) father did, then my mother 
and I did,” Heather said. “After I got done reading it, we 
all looked at each other and said, ‘That's the family we 
want.’ Megan ar|d Greg were notified that we picked 
them and, the following Monday, we did a meet and 
greet and signed the (adoption) paperwork. I really 
think it was God telling us, just how fast it all hap­
pened.”

Do the research

At the other end of the connection, the Neuners also 
needed some divine intervention —  or, at the very 
least, solid word of mouth —  for their dream to come 
true.

“A lot of families try to conceive, find out they can’t,

try different options that are out there,” said Greg, 27, a 
Fraser High School alum who owns an automotive re­
cycling facility. “And in that time, years can pass. 
Where we knew right off the get-go that this (adop­
tion) was going to be the main option for us. We 
jumped right into it.”

Megan (who graduated from Utica Eisenhower 
High School) explained that a “friend of a friend” had a 
successful encounter with Adoption Associates and 
provided the contact info that would change the young 
couple's life.

“She had amazing things to say and they had a great 
experience, so we said, ‘Let’s do this,’ Megan said. “We 
set up an initial meeting, we met with (Springer), she 
was very up front about the woes of it, the positive 
sides of it, everything. We just knew it was the right 
way for us to go.”

Having initially been told to expect a wait of two 
years before finding a match, there were still moments 
of unease.

“They were giving us tips like, ‘Don’t set up a nurs­
ery yet on day one of the process,”’ Greg said. “Because 
you're going to walk past that room and you’re going to 
get discouraged.”

Such a gift

Less than three months later, they were bringing 
Ben home. For that gift, they thank Heather.

“(Heather) is much stronger than I could ever be,” 
Megan said. “Because I would never be able to take a 
step back and look at my life and say, T know I can’t 
take care of this child so I want more for him.’ I really 
think that side of it is really important to the negative 
stigma around birth families.”

The Neuners intend on being open and communica­
tive with Ben to help him understand his story enough 
to respond to insensitive remarks, which undoubtedly 
will occur.

“I never would want him to feel like there’s anything 
wrong or he’s less because he was adopted,” said 
Megan, a former preschool teacher who now teaches 
online English classes from the comforts of home. “So I 
think that’s why it’s really important now, for us to 
teach him how to answer those questions and give him 
those tools now.”

Looking for families

According to Springer, adoption remains a subject 
that “people don’t really know a lot about. We just 
want to make sure people know and understand that 
domestic adoption is something that is still happen­
ing.

“Ours is not foster care or relative adoption. It’s not 
international adoption. This is domestic adoption 
with healthy infants, where birth mothers find them­
selves pregnant at a time they can’t care for this baby 
... and they voluntarily choose to release their parental 
rights. Then they get a chance to pick a family, choose 
to meet with that family.

“Right now, I think one of the best messages you can 
get out there is that we need domestic adoptive fam­
ilies,” she added. “We don’t have enough families in our 
pool right now. We need more families waiting to adopt 
babies.”

And if adoption costs (which can reach more than 
$25,000) scare off some, there is a way for financial 
relief —  the Federal Adoption Tax Credit. Go to the 
Adoption Associates website for a link.

Of course, all the programs, statistics and bro­
chures won’t be enough to sell everybody about want­
ing to adopt a baby.

But taking a look at always-smiling Benjamin 
Neuner or listening to his over-the-moon parents 
might be enough to do the trick.
If you have a compelling story to tell, contact Tim 

Smith at tsmith@hometownlife.com.

Inca irztr

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski 
(734) 453-2100
Fax: 734-667-3396

IG-GCW102982.A3

A A A  Michigan
Insurance 1365 S. Main Street, Suite E Plymouth, Ml 48170 
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Never hurts to do a quick check for unclaimed cash
Money Matters
Rick Bloom
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  MICH.

Every year or so, I write a column 
about unclaimed property and I thought 
it would be a good idea to do one of those 
columns now. There are literally tens of 
billions of dollars that owners have for­
gotten about turned over to the govern­
ment. These include things such as 
bank accounts, payroll checks, IRS re­
fund checks, dividends and contents 
from safe deposit boxes.

For example, when a bank account 
has no activity for a year or more, banks 
are required to turn that money over to 
the state. Another example is where a 
company sends a dividend check to a 
shareholder and the check is never 
cashed. These assets are turned over to 
the state until they are claimed by the 
rightful owner. In many situations, the 
money is never claimed. You may ask 
why someone wouldn’t reclaim their as­
sets; the simple answer is, they either 
forgot they owned that account or the

individual died and the family either 
forgot or did not know about the assets.

Every state has an unclaimed proper­
ty division that allows people to reclaim 
those assets. Every year or so, it makes 
sense for everyone to check to see if 
there are any forgotten assets that the 
state has taken control over.

It would be nice if there was one place 
you could look to see if there are any as­
sets from anywhere in the country that 
you have lost. Unfortunately, there is no 
national registry. Some states have 
joined with other states to combine 
their registries; Michigan is not one of 
them. If you have always lived in Michi­
gan, then the only place you probably 
need to look is the state of Michigan’s 
registry. If you have lived in other states, 
you must review those registries indi­
vidually as well. You can check the 
Michigan registry online by going to 
http s: //unclaimedproperty. michigan. 
gov/. Another good site to check is 
www.missingmoney.com. If you find 
you or a loved one may have an un­
claimed pension, you can also check the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp.’s web­
site at https://www.pbgc.gov/search/

unclaimed-pensions. When doing a 
search, don’t forget to check under your 
maiden name if you are married.

If you find tjiere are assets you are 
entitled to, there is generally no statute 
of limitation and the procedure to re­
claim your assets is not complicated. 
Typically, all you need to do is complete 
a form and submit it to the state. How­
ever, if the unclaimed property is for a 
loved one who has died, it then becomes 
a little more complicated. You have to 
show that you are the appropriate bene­
ficiary. In some situations, you may 
have to open a probate to reclaim those 
assets.
There are many companies that offer 

services that will search and help you 
reclaim your assets. These companies 
are not inexpensive in the fact that they 
charge a substantial percentage of the 
assets they reclaim. For the majority of 
people, particularly those who have 
lived in only one state, you can do the 
search yourself and save money in fees.
Unfortunately, not all unclaimed as­

sets will be turned over to the state. For 
example, there are billions of dollars in 
life insurance policies that have never

been claimed and the proceeds from 
those policies have not been turned over 
to the state. Therefore, searching for lost 
life insurance policies is a little more dif­
ficult. In those cases, there is not a na­
tional registry, so you must contact ev­
ery company individually. There is, 
however, a service that you can use. MIB 
Inc. (www.mib.com) offers a service for 
$75. It will search life insurance applica­
tions for you from 420 life insurance 
companies from January 1996 to the 
present.

If you haven’t checked the Michigan 
database, you should. In addition, you 
should also check the database for any 
state where you have previously lived. It 
only takes a couple of minutes and you 
may be surprised to see your name. Af­
ter all, it’s your money and it looks better 
in your pocket than it does the state's.

Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad­

viser. His website is www.bloomasset 
management.com. If you would like 
him to respond to questions, email 
Rick@bloomassetmanagement. com.

Sometimes getting what you don’t deserve is a good thing
Cultural Relevancy

IpS Dean Johnson 
|  /  U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  MICH.

When I was a kid, I went to summer 
camp on a scholarship because we were 
poor. At the camp was a place called the 
Canteen, the camp store where you 
could buy candy, pop, T-shirts, ice­
cream, etc. You didn’t use cash. You put 
your money in an account and drew on it 
for the two weeks you were there. But 
my account was empty, because I didn’t 
have any money. Then one day, they told 
me that someone had put money into 
my account. (And it was some huge 
amount at the time, like $50.) I knew it 
wasn’t anything I had earned. Someone 
had just credited money into my ac­

count that I hadn’t earned.
In the apostle Paul’s Letter to the Ro­

mans, Chapter 4, he makes the claim 
that a person can be righteous before 
God not by doing good deeds, but by 
simply having faith. As Exhibit 1A, he of­
fers Abraham, founder of the Jewish re­
ligion: “Abraham believed God and it 
was credited to him as righteousness.” 
He goes on to say that it wasn’t just 
available to Abraham, but to all of us.

As an example of when Abraham 
showed great faith in God, Paul tells the 
story of when God told Abraham he 
would be the “father of many nations” 
and Abraham believed God, even 
though both Abraham and his wife were 
very old and way past child-bearing 
age. It got me to wondering, if someone 
wanted to give an example of how I have 
faith, what could they point to in my

life? What would people point to in your 
fife?

It’s also a bit humorous when Paul 
says that Abraham “never wavered” in 
his faith. If you actually read the story of 
Abraham in Genesis 12-25, you’ll see 
that he did doubt, question, stumble, 
act impulsively and make lots of mis­
takes. But at the end of the day, he al­
ways came back to trusting God. Thats 
what the Bible calls faith in God: Not 
perfection, but at the end of the day you 
confess your shortcomings and you say, 
“God I still believe.”

It reminds me of “The Lord of the 
Rings,” where Frodo is hailed as the hero 
for courageously destroying the ring of 
power in the fire of Mt. Doom. Remem­
ber how he struggled? But in the end, it 
went in and that’s all anyone remem­
bers.

My sister-in-law Eileen was a much 
loved and highly respected woman in 
Alaska —  both in the native community 
as well as the mainline culture —  right 
up until she died two months ago. My 
oldest daughter is currently in Alaska fi­
nalizing Eileen’s affairs. My daughter 
tells me that when she goes places, she 
keeps receiving honor and respect from 
people, not because of anything she has 
done, but because she is Eileen’s niece. 
“I don’t deserve it, Dad,” she told me. 
The respect that Eileen earned is being 
credited to my daughter. She keeps get­
ting credit for something someone else 
did. That’s pretty much the Gospel.

The Rev. Dean Johnson is senior pas­
tor at Lake Pointe Bible Church in Ply­
mouth. Email him at DeanLPBC@ 
sbcglobal.net.
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Planned Parenthood: Livonia clinic to open soon
David Veselenak
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  MICHIGAN

There’s been plenty of talk surrounding the recently 
purchased building on Farmington Road, north of Five 
Mile, by Planned Parenthood of Michigan. But the re­
productive health organization says despite all that, 
it’s looking forward to opening and servicing the thou­
sands of clients that have gone elsewhere the past few 
months.
Ruth Lednicer, director of communications for 

Planned Parenthood of Michigan, confirmed the or­
ganization purchased the building at 15707 Farming- 
ton Road in Livonia and plans on opening a health cen­
ter on the property before the end of the year.

“Our lease was up and we thought it made sense to 
buy a building,” she said. “It will have exactly the same 
services.”
Lednicer said services offered at the clinic will in­

clude exams and pap tests, birth control, emergency 
contraception, STI testing and treatment, rapid HIV 
testing and education and pregnancy testing and op­
tions information. Lednicer said while some of its clin­
ics across Michigan offer abortions, the Livonia clinic 
will not. The organization’s offering of abortion ser­
vices is the reason anti-abortion protesters were at the 
site earlier this month and at the Nov. 7 city council 
meeting.

The building purchased by Planned Parenthood, 
along Farmington Road, in Livonia, d a v i d  v e s e l e n a k  | 
H O M E T O W N U F E . C O M

The center won’t be the first Planned Parenthood 
facility to operate in Livonia. The organization oper­
ated a clinic along Ann Arbor Road, west of Newburgh, 
for more than 17 years before it closed earlier this 
spring. It offered the same services planned for the 
new building. The Ann Arbor Road clinic also did not 
provide abortions to its clients.

Staying in Livonia, Lednicer said, was important, 
since the group has so many clients in the region. She

said more than 4,000 clients were served last year in 
Livonia, with 14 percent of them being men. With the 
clinic closed since the spring, those who typically 
went to Livonia were instead rerouted to other clinics 
in Ann Arbor, Detroit and Femdale.

“We knew there was a demand in Livonia. We’ve 
been there for 17 years,” she said. “We try to put our­
selves to where people can access us more easily.”
The building bought by Planned Parenthood will 

not need to go through any rezoning hearings or re­
quire any permissions from any city board. The build­
ing is currently zoned OS-Office Services, which a 
health clinic is an allowed use under that zoning. All 
the other required permits are up to date on the build­
ing, something protesters asked the city to investigate 
as a way to keep the clinic from opening.

“At this point, we are moving along well. Our per­
mits have all been above board,” Lednicer said. “We’re 
following the law and looking forward to welcoming 
our patients.”
The Livonia clinic will be the lone Planned Parent­

hood clinic in western Wayne County.
Livonia city officials said at the Nov. 7 council meet­

ing that so long as the proper permits are valid, there’s 
nothing the city can do to halt its opening, though sev­
eral city council members made it clear they were dis­
pleased with the clinic opening back up in the city.

Contact David Veselenak at dveselenak@home- 
townlife.com or 734-678-6728.

AREA EVENTS
Send calendar items to LIV-OENewstip(g)home- 

townlife.com. Items must be received at least two 
weeks prior to the event.

Music at the Elks

Jazz @  The Elks happens 7-9:30 p.m. the last Tues­
day of each month at the Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks 
Lodge No. 325. There is a $10 donation at the door, 
which includes hors d’oeuvres.

The Ron Kischuk Quartet will perform Tuesday, 
Nov. 27. Kischuk will be playing trombone and singing, 
with Jeff Halsey on bass, Gary Schunk on keyboards 
and Dave Taylor on drums.
The Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks Lodge No. 325 is at 

41700 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. For more informa­
tion, call 734-453-1780, go to www.plyaa325.com or 
email jazzattheelks@gmail.com.

‘Food for the Soul’ exhibit

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry 
Hill Road, in Canton will host the exhibit “Food for the 
Soul,” a combination of multi-media works based on 
photographs of Detroit-area musician, through Nov. 
27. This exhibition will also feature solo works and 
sculptures relating to music and how the power of mu­
sic feeds the soul.
The exhibit is free and open to the public from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, one hour prior 
to and during public performances at the theater, as 
well as by appointment. For more information, call 
734-394-5300 or go to www.cantonvillagetheater.org.

Interfaith Series continues

An educational program about mystic traditions in 
Sikhism, the fourth event in the Detroit Interfaith 
Leadership Council’s Exploring Our Religious Land­
scapes series, will be held 7-9 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 29, 
at the Mata Tripta Ji Gurdwara Sahib, 40600 School­
craft Road, in Plymouth. Dr. Arvind-Pal Mandair, asso­
ciate professor of Sikh Studies at the University of 
Michigan, will be the presenter.

Pre-registration via email is encouraged at ting 
www.detroitinterfaithcouncil.com. Walk-in guests are 
welcome. Refreshments follow each program and a 
$20 donation is suggested.

‘In A  Winter Garden’

The Michigan Philharmonic will team with Madon­
na University Chorale, Counsellors Chorale and Main 
Street Opera Theatre Chorus to perform Libby Larsen’s 
“In a Winter Garden” at 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 30, at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, 47650 N. Territorial Road, in 
Plymouth. A pre-concert talk is scheduled for 7:15 p.m.

Tickets are available online at http:// 
www.michiganphil.org or by calling 734-451-2112.

Letters to Santa

Canton Leisure Services has made special arrange­
ments with our friends at the North Pole and the U.S. 
Post Office to deliver your wish lists to Santa. Through 
Nov. 30, Canton residents can mail a letter to Santa by 
dropping it off in the North Pole Express Mailbox in the 
Summit on the Park lobby, 46000 Summit Parkway.
Participants need to print their names and address­

es clearly so Santa is able to personally reply to all your 
letters. Each household will receive a return letter and 
Santa will take care of the postage. Canton residents 
only.
For more information, go to www.cantonfun.org or 

call 734-394-5460.

Canton Goodfellows 5K

The Canton Goodfellows will host a benefit 5K run 
and walk Saturday, Dec. 1, at Summit on the Park, 
46000 Summit Parkway. For more information (start 
time, registration, cost, etc.), go to 
https://www.ezrunevents.com/xmas-5k-run-walk.

Christmas carol fundraiser

Pearls of Great Price Coalition will sponsor a free 
family Christmas concert 4-5:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 2, 
at Plymouth First United Methodist Church, 45201N.

Territorial Road. All funds raised will benefit Sanctum 
House, a newly opened safe house for human traffick­
ing survivors.

Punch and Christmas cookies will be provided at 
the event for all. Additionally, monetary and paper 
product donations will be accepted for Sanctum 
House and are greatly appreciated. Register at pearl- 
schristmas.eventbrite.com.

Preschool open house

The Plymouth Arts & Recreation Complex and the 
Plymouth Family YMCA have announced their col­
laboration on new enrichment program for preschool 
age children, Plymouth PEP (Preschool Enrichment 
Program) beginning January 2019. To kick off the pro­
gram and introduce it to the community, an open 
house will be held at PARC, 650 Church Street, from 10 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, Dec. 4. Parents are encouraged 
to bring their children and experience everything the 
program has to offer.

Plymouth PEP will offer a comprehensive schedule 
of classes for pfeschool children ages 3-5. Classes in­
clude art, dance, swimming, sports, music, theater 
and more. All classes will be offered at PARC. Classes 
will be taught by instructors from the YMCA and other 
participating PARC organizations. Classes will be of­
fered Monday through Friday during the morning 
hours.

A complete schedule of classes including days, 
times, and registration information, will be available 
at www.ymcadetroit/plymouth, beginning the first 
week of November.

Tree lighting celebration

Kick off the holiday season with Cantoris annual 
tree lighting celebration 6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
5, at the Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway. 
Join in the free festivities as Santa and his reindeer 
make a special stop. Starting outside, enjoy holiday 
carols, watch Santa’s arrival and count down to the of­
ficial lighting of the tree, which will be held outside the 
Summif s Banquet Center Entrance.

Indoor activities for children include free henna, 
seasonal crafts areas and pictures with Santa. Light 
refreshments will be provided by Busch’s Fresh Food 
Market. Additional indoor activities include Holidays 
Around the World, and live entertainment. Alexis Lu- 
becki, Miss Michigan Teen USA 2019 and Canton resi­
dent, will make a special appearance.

For more information, go to www.cantonfun.org or 
call 734-394-5460.

Arbor Hospice grief workshop

Arbor Hospice will host a free Hope for the Holidays 
workshop that will give helpful tips for coping with the 
upcoming holidays 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6, at 
the Plymouth District Library, 223 S. Main Street.

Hope for the Holidays is facilitated by Arbor Hos­
pice’s grief support services department to help com­
fort families who have lost loved ones. The workshop 
is open to anyone, regardless of whether their loved 
one received services from Arbor Hospice.

Those interested in attending are asked to call at 
least one week prior to the event to register. Contact 
Cindy Palmer at 734-794-5177 or cpalmer@ 
arborhospice.org. For a complete list of grief support 
groups, go to www.arborhospice.org.

‘Jingle Jury’ at Village Theater

Spotlight On Yputh will present, “Jingle Jury,” a holi­
day musical comedy for the whole family, Thursday 
through Sunday, Dec. 6-9, at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road, in Canton. Show 
times are 7 p.m. Thursday through Sunday and 2 p.m. 
Saturday.
Tickets are $12 and can be purchased at the box of­

fice or online at https://sal.seatadvisor.com/sabo/ 
servlets/EventSearch?presenter=VTCH&event=Jury 
&tck=true. For more information, call 734-394-5300 or 
go to https://www.cantonvillagetheater.org/290/ 
Village-Theater.

‘Making Spirits Bright’ at Village Theater

The Canton Concert Band will present “Making

Spirits Bright,” a holiday concert for the entire family, 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road. The concert will 
feature Christmas music by the concert band and sing­
ing by the Fireside Singers. A special “Santa’s Salute” 
will be a part of the show to honor those who have 
served and those who currently serve in the nation’s 
military.
Also, Santa will be in the lobby at 6 p.m. until show 

time, at intermission and after the performance. He 
will be available for photos and to hear Christmas 
wishes from children.

Tickets can be purchased and printed at home or 
held in will call anytime at www.canton 
villagetheater.org at no extra charge. Tickets can also 
be ordered over the phone at 734-394-5300, ext. 3. If 
tickets are available, they can also be purchased one 
hour prior to program time.

Wreaths Across America

Riverside Cemetery, 660 Plymouth Road, in Ply­
mouth will join Wreaths Across America in the effort to 
honor veterans laid to rest there at noon Saturday, Dec. 
15. This is the second year that Riverside Cemetery will 
participate in this national event.

The goal is to raise enough funds to place remem­
brance wreaths on the headstones of all local heroes. 
To date, enough funds have been raised to lay 200 
wreaths in Riverside Cemetery. To help in the pur­
chase of wreaths, donate by sending a check made out 
to Wreaths Across America to Department of Munici­
pal Services, 1231 Goldsmith, Plymouth, MI 48170. You 
may also donate at the WAA website: 
www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org.

Diabetes support group

A diabetes support group meets 2-3:30 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each month at the Plymouth Dis­
trict Library, 223 S. Main Street. Facilitator is Fem Vin- 
ing, R.N., a diabetes educator. The group is sponsored 
by the Plymouth Lions Club.

Obituaries
Ann J. Grenier

OHIO - FORMALLY 
OF LIVONIA - Loving 
daughter of the late N o ­
ble and Delores. Dear 
sister of Marvin (Irene),
Jack (Ron) (Noble Jr),
Sr. Cheryl Ann, Louis 
(Rose), Charles (Jenni­
fer), Robert (Cindy) and 
the late Carol A n n  and 
Mary. Beloved aunt of 
m a n y  nieces and neph­
ews. Also survived by her almost like sister and 
brother K i m  (Dave) Prickett Albers. She will be 
missed by many. A n n  was heavily in TICA, and cat 
rescues. She w o n  m a n y  prestigious awards in the 
cat society. She was a very good soul w h o  loved 
her animals and would do anything for them. She 
did rescue and showed in Tica. A n n  placed m a n y  
kitties and very m u c h  enjoyed showing them. 
Through the years she helped raise m o n e y  for 
m a n y  homeless cats. A  memorial service will be 
held next M a y  at O a k  Grove Cemetery in M a n ­
chester, M L  A  celebration of life will be held after 
at the h o m e  of Charles and Jennifer where A n n  
enjoyed calling out her Bingo game for the kids of 
all ages! RIP A n n  we loved you. In lieu of flowers 
feel free to donate to your favorite kitty rescue. 
www.santeiufrmeralhome.com.
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Gourmet: Market
Fresh • Local • Natural

THANKSGIVING!! •Now is the time to pre-orderyour Turkey. s
Joe’s Meat and Seafood has fresh all natural Ibrkeys and

holiday meats.
W e  suggest:

• A m i s h  County Fresh Y o u n g  Turkey • Bell and Evans 
• B o w m a n  &  Landed Free Range Turkeys

- •

33066 W. Seven Mile Road Livonia, Ml 48152
STORE HOURS: suN^iff'sflTg-B

MEAT
USDA Premium

ood Counter In the A'*'"

Chuck Roast$5.99 ib
Save $1.00

Porterhouse$9.99 ib
Save $5.00

USDA Premium
Ground Roof From Round$3.99ib

Save $1.00

Premium Fresh All NaturalWestern Style Country Ribs$2.49 ib
Save 80#

Fresh Housemade Sausage Premium Fresh Polish All NaturalUnwinMst f**®ialis$3.99» «-S9»t
Save $1.00

Save 60#

Fresh Housemade Italian

Save $2.00

WINE CELLARChampaign is Great Before and After Dinner
Lindeman’sAll Varietalsz / s m o o . ®

Stella ArtoisS 6 . 9 9  6pE<
ciicquot Venge Marauder$49.89 an

Lois Martini Cabernet Sonoma$13.99 mi
Fresh All NaturalPork Sirloin C h o p s  m*

save $1.00

®i§ftI 1 ■.
Premium Fresh All NaturalLeg Quarters.890 ib

save 40#

Intrees l l oPripand Stuffed Chicken RreastsMuenster Bacon, Cordon Bleu, Bacon Cheddar$4.99 ib ■ •
w m m

Save $1.00

m m

m Fresh ill
I SEAFOOD:: v

j. . «.liilliBiiliiCatfish Fillets______ _  !

W m m

I CiiliiISiirill131/4011
j 1

■ '

$11.99 ea Sgggli
Save $1.00 1 IWUiUVlOa!Save $1.00

m m

m

■

beshRuby Red
33048 Seven Mile Road-Livoniav
2484774311
Monday: Closed,TuesdaySun day: 9AM-6PM
M a d e  f r o m  S c r a t c h

Asiago Traditional Cheese Puff Rye
250 $2.99
Save 25# Save $1.00

Morning Glory Muffin
$2.49

PEI Mussels* _  $6.99 ib$9.99 ib s®tlP  Save $1.00 Wild CaughtMahi H i  Fillets
$ i L f l f S  ii

1 f*wmm
M 3

i h hWild CaughtCaught Cod Fillets
Save $2.00 Save $1.00'

% Ez Peel Shrimp■ 1 6 / 2 0  Count ■
(SatiitMm

m

Save 50<t



Gourmet Market
Fresh • Local • Natural
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IT’S GIFT GIVING SEASON!
Send a Beautiful Gourmet Fruit Basket
filled with Joe’s high quality fruit, gourmet cheese, 

crackers, jam &  candy!
Available in a variety of sizes &  m a n y  different kinds

of baskets.
Call or view the baskets online at 

www.joesproduce.com

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Uvonla, Ml 48152
■  Sale valid 11/23/18-11/27/18

1  B m m * * * m , Q
p u o m i C F

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter In the Areal 
Highest Quality Hand-Selected Fruits and Vegetables
Over 1080 Items from Gourmet & Domestic Cheeses to 
Premium Deli Meats & Freshly Made Salads
Art of Bread-Fresh House Made [yonrday-llslng Hon 6M0 Flour

m .FreshlouisianaSweet # Oranblrries Potatoes vi
m

I I I  l l i lm m
Premium WashingtonKonev Crisp

CaliforniaBriiissiilsl Sprouts
$1!99tb
i Boar’s H e a dIHeneyMaple] Turkeym m

AuntMIds r

■Carrots 
l9Cfibai
 ̂ imm
m mCheese

.

H  insilSieei 1Blueberries
1

Old T v m e  ^ i C « » i C b mProvolone I B r o W n S u g a B

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Special!Kale Tabbouleh Salad
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Sports
COLLEGE SIGNING

A l s o b r o o k s  h e a d i n g  to C M U
Churchill’s all-time passing leader picks baseball
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I C H I G A N

Drew Alsobrooks leaves Livonia 
Churchill as one of the school’s most 
prolific passers, but another sport is in 
the future for the senior quarterback.

The hard-throwing left-hander will 
cast his lot with the Central Michigan 
University baseball program after sign­
ing an NCAA Division I letter of intent 
Nov 14. Last season, CMU finished 29- 
30-1 overall and 16-11 Mid-American 
Conference under coach Jordan Bischel.

“I really love football, I’ve played it 
since I was in the fourth grade, but in the 
end my biggest opportunities were kind 
of in baseball, being a left-handed 
pitcher that throws really hard, that’s 
kind of what Division I coaches really 
like to see,” Alsobrooks said. “That’s

what kind of took me that route. I saw 
that I had to take my talents to the next 
level and see what I can do there ” 

Other baseball offers for Alsobrooks 
came from Bowling Green, Eastern 
Michigan, Oakland and Wayne State.

“I had some (football) coaches call 
here and there. I committed pretty early, 
so nobody really offered me,” Also­
brooks said. “I had some contact with 
coaches, but they kind of just stopped 
after I committed.”

As a junior, Alsobrooks was a mem­
ber of Churchill’s Division 1 district 
championship baseball team and, dur­
ing the summer, he played for the Michi­
gan Bulls, where he won his second na­
tional championship in a row at the 
American Amateur Baseball Congress 
World Series in Waterbury, Conn. The

See ALSOBROOKS, Page 3B

On hand for Drew Alsobrooks’ letter of intent signing were Churchill coaches 
(top row, from left) Bill DeFillippo, Ron Targosz, Jari Brown, Mike Brooks and 
Andy Wahl.

COLLEGE SIGNING

FATHER KNOWS BEST
Canton’s White signs 
with Western Michigan
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I C H I G A N

With his father Benny White being a 
former Michigan State player and a 

i longtime college and high school bas­
ketball coach, it only seemed natural 
that his son B. Artis would follow a simi­
lar path.

But the speedy Canton senior point 
guard, who signed an NCAA Division I 

u letter of intent Nov. 14 with Western 
Michigan University, had another pas- 

■ sion as a youth growing up.
His favorite game was “Call of Duty.” 

Basketball was just an afterthought.
“He’s been coaching me in basketball 

ever since sixth grade,” B. Artis said of 
his father, who recently took the Bir­
mingham Groves High varsity job. 
“Didn’t even really want to play basket­
ball. I love video games, but he kept

See WHITE, Page 2B
Canton senior guard B. Artis White (right), with his father Benny, recently 
signed a basketball letter of intent with Western Michigan.

CHARITY BASKETBALL 
GAME

Harlem 
Wizards to
play Northville 
faculty Nov. 27
Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  —  M I C H I G A N

Tricks hoops and alley-oops will be 
coming Tuesday, Nov. 27, to Northville 
High School as the high-flying Harlem 
Wizards will provide an evening of 
basketball entertainment.

The Wizards will take on Northville 
administrators, faculty and coaches in 
a fundraising event to benefit the 
Northville Mustangs Boosters Club.

Game time is 7 p.m. at Northville 
High School, 45700 Six Mile Road. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.

Among those scheduled to play in­
clude Northville Principal Tony Koski, 
who will team up with varsity coaches 
Matt Ladach (football), John Kostrze- 
wa (baseball), Tim Dalton (cross coun­
try/track) and Nancy Smith (cross 
country).

Founded in 1962 by New York sports 
promoter Howie Davis and now cele­
brating their 56th season, the Wizards 
will put on an interactive show featur­
ing a dazzling show of hoops artistry, 
including the “Wiz Kids” pregame 
warm-up, contests, comedy, slam 
dunks, audience participation, dance 
extravaganza and merchandise give­
aways.
The Wizards feature four different 

units that travel around the country 
under the names Broadway, Show­
time, Swoop and Rocket. They raised 
more than $2 million last season play­
ing in more than 400 U.S. communi­
ties.

Among Harlem’s most prominent 
alumni is Basketball Hall of Fame play­
er Connie Hawkins, who spent two

See WIZARDS, Page 2B

family friendly show Nov. 27 at 
Northville High School.
H A R L E M W I Z A R D S . C O M



PREP VOLLEYBALL

KLAA all-conference team unveiled

Churchill junior outside hitter Sarah Dunn was among four Chargers to earn 
all-KLAA honors, bi ll b r e s l e r  | h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M ICHIGAN

Led by overall champion and Divi­
sion 1 semifinalist Northville, the Ken­
sington Lakes Activities Association re­
cently announced its all-conference 
team along with its honorable mention 
squad.
Here are the results.

All-Conference (West)

Northville: Hannah Grant, Sr. libero; 
Clare McNamara, Jr. middle hitter; Jen­
na Boksha, Soph, outside hitter; Gabi Fi- 
sette, Sr. setter; Novi: Jaeda Porter, Sr. 
OH; Shannon Jennings, Jr. setter; Ra­
chel Jennings, Soph, libero; Brighton: 
Celia Cullen, Sr. setter; Analise Berry, Sr. 
libero; Madison Opre, Sr. OH; Hartland: 
Megan Acs, Sr. OH; Gabi Skinner, Sr. 
MH; Salem: Rory McMaster, Sr. setter; 
Makai Quan, Soph. OH; Howell: Sydney 
Romanaitis, Sr. libero; Amy Henderson, 
Sr. OH; Canton: Holly Stefanek, Sr. OH; 
Plymouth: Kayla Courtney, Sr. MH.
All-Conference (East)

Livonia Churchill: Sarah Dunn, Jr. 
OH; Grace Vaeth, Sr. setter; Jessica Ma- 
ladecki, Jr. libero; Summer Clark, Sr. 
MB; Livonia Stevenson: Abby Cleave- 
land, Jr. setter; Libby Cleaveland, Jr. 
MH; Sedona Coon, Jr. MH; Livonia 
Franklin: Joanie Evans, Sr. libero; Ja-

mia Murray, Soph. OH; Kaitlyn Merrill, 
Jr. OH; Belleville: A’nya Griffin, Sr. lib­
ero; Maddison Bennett, Sr. setter; Dear­
born: Lillian Grantham, Jr. setter; 
T’yanna Rutherford, Sr. OH; Westland 
John Glenn: Jessica Flom, Soph. OH; 
Mya Tarrance, Soph. OH; Dearborn 
Fordson: Ayah Zaban, Sr. setter; Wayne 
Memorial: Megan Blair, Sr. libero.

Honorable mention (West)

Northville: Nyia Setla, Jr. DS; Novi: 
Gaby Cummings, Soph. OH; Brighton: 
Elaine Halonen, Jr. OH; Hartland: Vera 
Storm, Jr. libero; Salem: Nakia Quan, Sr. 
OH; Howell: Marisa Poma, Sr. setter; 
Canton: Amanda Wilyard, Sr. setter; 
Plymouth: Hannah Ramer, Sr. OH.

Honorable mention (East)

Churchill: Molly Chantres, Sr. OH; 
Stevenson: Erin Pietruszka, Jr. libero; 
Franklin: Abi Atteveld, Sr. MH; Belle­
ville: Jasmine Jones, Jr. MB; Dearborn: 
Hayley Lindow, Soph. MH; John Glenn: 
Brieann Bagwell, Sr. libero; Fordson: Ja­
na Chahine, Sr. libero: Wayne: Jade El­
der, Sr. MH.

Final standings

West Division: L Northville, 11-0 
(overall), 7-0 (division); 2. Novi, 9-2, 
7-0; 3. Brighton, 9-2, 5-3; 4. Hartland, 
7-5, 4-3; 5. Salem, 6-5, 3-4; 6. Howell,
5- 6,2-5; 7. Canton, 4-7,1-6; 8. Plymouth,
3- 8, 0-7.
East Division: L Churchill, 11-0 (over­

all), 7-0 (division); 2. Stevenson, 8-3,
6- 1; 3. Franklin, 5-6, 5-2; 4. Belleville,
4- 7, 4-3; 5. Dearborn, 3-8, 3-4; 6. John 
Glenn, 2-9, 2-5; 7. Fordson, 1-10,1-6; 8. 
Wayne, 0-11, 0-7.

Association champion

Northville.

M H S A A  tourney champs

Division 1 regional 5: Northville; Di­
vision 1 district: Churchill.

Contact Brad Emons at de­
mons @hometownli fe.com. Follow him 
on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.

Wizards
Continued from Page IB

years touring with the Wizards during 
the prime of his career. More than 25 ex- 
NBA players have worn the Wizards jer- 
sey including Nate “Tiny” Archibald, 
Ray Felix, Mario Ellie and Hawthorne 
Wingo.

The Wizards have also toured many 
foreign countries, with 10 tours of China 
since 2000. Other tours included a USO 
tour of the Far East, as well as trips to 
Italy, Belgium, Taiwan, Israel, Malaysia, 
Brazil, Argentina, Poland and Venezue­
la.

Crowds as large as 10,000-plus have 
watched the Wizards in soccer stadi­
ums, bull rings and basketball arenas. 
The Wizards have done numerous char­

itable events at New York City’s famed 
Madison Square Garden.

“We are delighted to host the Wiz­
ards,” Northville Mustangs Booster Club 
president Martha Michalak said. “They 
are superb showmen who deliver fan­
tastic all-ages entertainment.”

General admission seats are $10. Re­
served seats, in the front row of the 
bleachers, are $20. Courtside seats are 
$30, which include a meet-and-greet

with the Wizards prior to the the game 
and discounted souvenirs.

Tickets can be purchased in advance 
online (prior to 11:59 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
26) at https ://www.harlemwiz-
ards.com/schedule-tickets/. Tickets at 
the door are $12 per person.

Contact Brad Emons at be- 
mons@hometownlife.com. Follow him 
on Twitter: (g)BradEmonsl.

On hand for Canton guard B. Artis White’s national letter of intent signing day 
was his mother Staci. b r a d  e m o n s  | h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

White
Continued from Page IB

pushing me. I was crying at the house, 
but he pushed me and basketball is now 
the game I love. I can’t get away from it, 
can’t stop playing it.”
B. Artis, however, hasn’t completely 

given up his No. 1 hobby.
“I for sure still play video games, I 

play them all,” B. Artis said. “I used to 
skateboard, too. It helped me with my 
balance, all of that. My dad didn’t like it, 
so... I didn’t like it either. But it is what it 
is”

Basketball gene

Sometimes dad knows best and who 
can argue with Benny, a former all-city 
and all-state guard from Detroit North­
ern who went on to earn four letters at 
Michigan State, where he was the 
team’s Most Improved Player (1972-73), 
a co-captain and assist leader (1975-76).
After graduating from MSU, Benny 

went into the collegiate coaching ranks, 
where he made stops at Wayne State, 
Albion, University of Detroit Mercy 
(twice), San Jose State and Eastern 
Michigan (six seasons). He was also the 
varsity coach at Detroit King for 15 years, 
carving out at 201-89 record, and also 
served as an executive assistant to De­
troit Mayor Dave Bing.

So is it son like father on the basket­
ball court?

“I think the only thing I see similar 
would be that he does have the desire to 
win, he takes pride in taking care of the 
basketball,” Benny said. “But game- 
wise, he’s way more athletic than I was, 
just because of quickness, speed and 
jumping ability.”

Making strides

Last season, White averaged 16 
points, four assists, four rebounds and 
two steals per game as the Chiefs fin­
ished 19-2 and captured the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association Black Divi­
sion title.

But his evolution as a lead guard be­
gan as a spindly freshman on the varsity 
for coach Jim Reddy.

“I think he does a lot of different 
things,” Reddy said. “First, he handles 
the ball so well, which makes it tough for 
any team to press us because he can lit­
erally break the press himself with his 
ball-handling ability. His I.Q. is high. 
He’s always been able to shoot it. As a

freshman, he started for us on a team 
that went 20-0. He averaged 7% points a 
game ... he got open threes and he 
knocked them down. And then he's fi­
nally gotten a lot better at finishing at 
the rim and that comes with maturity, 
like we talked about. He’s taller and he’s 
stronger now. He’s a tough cover for 
anybody and he’s still getting better de­
fensively. He was a good defender last 
year. I see him being a great defender for 
us this year.”

White also had Division I offers from 
Oakland, Toledo, U-D and Northern 
Kentucky, but felt most comfortable 
with W M U  head coach Steve Hawkins, 
now in his 16th season, and his staff of 
assistants.

The right fit

“The new assistant coach there, 
(Thomas Kelly), I had a good relation­
ship with him, my dad had a good rela­
tionship with him,” White said. “They 
needed a point guard, so I thought I 
could be the one that could help them be 
their point guard.”

White said he gained five pounds and 
grew two inches over the summer. He’s 
put on 25 pounds since his freshman 
year.

“My official height is 5-foot-ll, but 
you can list me at 6-foot,” White said 
with a smile.

Reddy said White has not only ma­
tured physically, but is also stronger 
mentally.

“He’s going to have an excellent year,” 
Reddy said. “I don't think there’s any 
way he doesn’t. He’s been special for us 
for three years. He’s going to be a four- 
year starter here and he’s going to score

over 1,000 points ... hopefully, he’ll fin­
ish with an outstanding year and I don’t 
see why that wouldn’t happen.”

white has tried to expand his reper­
toire as a point guard going into his sen­
ior season.

“Going to the hole, finishing with 
contact, been struggling with that for 
many years,” White said. “I was real 
good at it in eighth grade, but now that 
I’m  in high school, there’s better compe­
tition, but I’ve been working on that a lot 
and getting stronger.”

Top backcourt

Canton’s starting backcourt is in 
good hands with the return of an equally 
jet-quick guard in Vinson Sigmon, also a 
college prospect. The two speedy sen­
iors will be a nightmare for opposing 
teams to defend this season.

“I would say the most underrated 
guard in Michigan, no doubt,” White 
said of his running mate. “College 
coaches have been sleeping on him. I 
don’t know what’s taking them so long, 
but they have to keep an eye on him, for 
real. He pushes me all the time. Defen­
sively, he really gets on me, pushes me 
hard, makes me better every day.”

Even though he was a coach, Benny 
White tried not to be an overbearing 
parent when his son preferred video 
games and even skateboarding over 
basketball.

“I was disappointed, in a sense, just 
because I could see he had some ability, 
but he acted like he didn’t want to play,” 
Benny said. “He went out for football, 
did that for about a week, didn’t want to 
do that. So it was a challenge and I was 
staying away from him. My wife (Staci)

kind of took him more to AAU practices 
and made him go more than I did. At the 
time, I was coaching college ball, so she 
was the one when he didn’t want to go, 
she was still making him go.”

Family ties

Benny and Staci White also have a 5- 
year-old son Beniah, and a daughter 
Demi, who is a senior nursing major and 
member of the Michigan State dance 
team.

During B. Artis's junior season, Ben­
ny took a year off from coaching, so the 
two were able to bond together a little bit 
more.

“I was-fortunate enough last year to 
not have a job and so I was able to spend 
time with my family, him probably more 
than the rest of them or my wife,” Benny 
said. “But I was able to spend time with 
him daily, take him to school, picking 
him up, going to get something to eat, 
work out, taking him swimming... so we 
spent a lot of time together last year to a 
point where I don’t think I got on his 
nerves, but it was, like, I was his best 
friend in a sense. I remember the third 
day I was picking him up from school 
and he said, ‘Dad, are you going to pick 
me up every day?’ I said, ‘Yeah, I’ll be 
here every day.’”

Because of scheduling conflicts with 
his new job at Groves, Benny will only be 
able to see a handful of his son’s games 
this season in person. Benny was un­
able to attend B. Artis’s signing ceremo­
ny because he had a scrimmage sched­
uled that day.

"I feel comfortable where we’re at,” 
Benny said. “I think he’s good, too, and I 
don’t have to be there every day. I found 
out we do have some Thursday games, 
so according to the schedule, tiiat’s go­
ing to allow me to see eight or nine of his 
games.”

And when he’s able to attend as a 
parent and fan, Benny will sit back and 
enjoy watching a player with elite speed 
with the basketball.

“This is my 10th year as coach and 
he’s the quickest and fastest with the 
ball that we’ve had,” Reddy said.

And when he’s off the basketball 
court, nobody has a quicker trigger.

“During his freshman year, we said, 
‘You can’t do it. You can play on the 
weekends’ and it’s kind of the same pat­
tern now,” Benny said of the video habit. 
“But he still goes at it though.”

Contact Brad Emons at be- 
mons@hometownlife.com. Follow him 
on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.



PREP FOOTBALL

OAA announces all-stars after big year
Marty Budner
hometownlife.com
U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  -  M I C H I G A N

It was a good year for Oakland Activ­
ities Association football.
Thirteen of the association’s 23 pro­

grams finished with a winning record 
and 12 of them qualified for the Michi­
gan High School Athletic Association’s 
state playoffs. Five of them —  Clarkston 
and West Bloomfield from the OAA Red, 
Groves and Harrison from the OAA 
White and Farmington from the OAA 
Blue —  were still alive as the playoffs 
steamed to the regionals.
The regular-season league champi­

ons were Clarkston (Red), Oak Park 
(White) and Birmingham Seaholm 
(Blue).
Following is the OAA’s 2018 all-OAA 

report listed by division:

O A A  Red Division

FINAL STANDINGS: 1. Clarkston 5-1 
(7-2 overall); 2. West Bloomfield 4-2 
(7-2); 2. Oxford 4-2 (7-2); 4. Rochester 
Adams 3-3 (6-3); 4. Lake Orion 3-3 (5-4); 
6. Southfield A&T 2-4 (3-6); 7. Bloom­
field Hills 0-6 (2-7)

ALL-OAA REPORT
CLARKSTON: Jake Billette (senior, 

running back); Rocco Spindler (sopho­
more, offensive line); Garrett Dellinger 
(sophomore, offensive line); Josh Lu­
ther (senior, defensive back); Brendan 
Barker (senior, linebacker); Jake Hoas- 
tetter (senior, running back); Keagan 
King (senior, defensive back); Javiar 
Suggs (senior, defensive line); Jake Jen­
sen (senior, quarterback)
WEST BLOOMFIELD: Lance Dixon 

(senior, linebacker/wide receiver); Tre 
Mosley (senior, wide receiver/free safe­
ty); Donovan Edwards (sophomore, 
running back); Makari Paige (junior, 
free safety); Cornell Wheeler (junior, 
middle linebacker); CJ Harris (junior, 
quarterback); Tyrone Broden (senior, 
wide receiver); Sterling Miles (junior, 
defensive end)

OXFORD: Drew Carpenter (junior, 
quarterback); Thomas Wandrie (senior, 
linebacker); Austin Schlicht (senior, 
linebacker); Marcus Hufnagel (senior, 
linebacker); Trent Myre (senior, running 
back); Jerome Roberson (senior, defen­
sive line); Evan Brunning (senior, defen­
sive line); Sam Barrott (senior, lineback­
er)

LAKE ORION: Hunter Chambers 
(senior, offensive line); Chris Vernon 
(senior, offensive line); Kobe Manzo 
(senior, offensive line); Josh Wuensch 
(senior, linebacker); Chris Brown (sen­
ior, defensive back); Isaac Kinnie (ju­
nior, linebacker)

ROCHESTER ADAMS: Cole Mitchell 
(senior, defensive tackle); Reed Vogt

Farmington Harrison’s Roderick Heard 
earned all-OAA honors, d a n  d e a n  i 
H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M

(senior, defensive end); Reece Collins 
(senior, defensive back); Nick Kania 
(senior, defensive back); Carter Farris 
(junior, quarterback), Anthony Patritto 
(junior, running back)

SOUTHFIELD A&T: Christian Broad­
en (senior, slot); Devin Baldwin (senior, 
defensive end); Bryce Austin (junior, de­
fensive tackle); Anthony Romphf (ju­
nior, quarterback)

BLOOMFIELD HILLS: Alec Ward (ju­
nior, wide receiver/defensive back); Ja­
cob Gasso (senior, running back); Ethan 
Polselli (senior, offensive line)

SPECIAL TEAMS: BenPatten (Roch­
ester Adams, kicker); Tristan Mattson 
(Clarkston, punter)
COACH OF THE YEAR: Bud Rowley 

(Oxford)

O A A  White Division

FINAL STANDINGS: L Oak Park 6-0 
(8-1 overall); 2. Birmingham Groves 5-1 
(7-2); 3. Farmington Harrison 4-2 (6- 
32); 4. Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 2-4 
(3-6); 4. Rochester 2-4 (2-7); 6. Troy 
Athens 1-5 (1-8); 7. Troy 1-5 (2-7) 

ALL-OAA REPORT 
OAK PARK: D’Wan Mathis (senior, 

quarterback); Enzo Jennings (junior, 
defensive back); Justin Rogers (junior, 
offensive line/defensive line); Dondi 
Price (junior, offensive line); Marcus 
Ayers (senior, linebacker); Phil Steward 
(senior, running back); Torriano Rich­
ardson (senior, running back); Shelby 
Givins (senior, offensive line); Maliq 
Carr (junior, defensive back)

BIRMINGHAM GROVES: Joel Mitch­
ell (senior, linebacker); Khalil Dawsey

(senior, wide receiver/defensive back); 
Damonte McCurdy (senior, running 
back/defensive back); Henry Van Faus- 
sien (senior, linebacker); Josh Salter 
(senior, running back/defensive back); 
Charlie Riddle (senior, defensive line); 
Tyriq Heard (senior, defensive line); Ja­
cob Edelman (senior, defensive line) 

FARMINGTON HARRISON: Rod
Heard (senior, running back/defensive 
back); Maverick Hanson (senior, offen­
sive line); Vincent Rawls (senior, run­
ning back/linebacker); Xavier Gold­
smith (senior, defensive back); Caleb 
Williams (senior, offensive line/defen­
sive line); Ben Williams (senior, wide re­
ceiver/defensive back); Andrew Brown 
(senior, offensive line/defensive line) 
ROCHESTER HILLS STONEY 

CREEK: Frank Potenza III (senior, quar­
terback); Danny Nixon (senior, offen­
sive line); Adam Quni (senior, defensive 
back); Andre Demetral (senior, wide re­
ceiver); Zach Dena (junior, defensive 
back); Cam Burford (sophomore, run­
ning back)

ROCHESTER: Drake Reid (senior, 
wide receiver); Nick Grabke (senior, 
running back); Gabe Szafran (senior, 
ath); Dean Raciti (senior, offensive line); 
David Robinson (senior, offensive line); 
Ryan Noble (senior, defensive line) 

TROY ATHENS: Austin Kenan (sen­
ior, running back); David Demon (sen­
ior, offensive line); AJ Rasa (junior, line­
backer); Waides Ashmon (sophomore, 
linebacker)

TROY: Jake Volek (senior, center/ 
linebacker); Matt Johansson (senior, 
wide receiver/defensive back); Quest 
Bigelow (senior, wide receiver/defen­
sive back); Cole Hayden (senior, offen­
sive line/defensive line)

SPECIAL TEAMS: Davis Digiovanni 
(Troy Athens, kicker); Christian Thom­
as (Groves, punter)

COACH OF THE YEAR: Greg Carter 
(Oak Park)

O A A  Blue Division

FINAL STANDINGS: L Birmingham 
Seaholm 6-0 (7-2 overall); 2. Farming- 
ton 5-1 (6-3); 3. Auburn Hills Avondale 
4-2 (7-2); 3. Ferndale 4-2 (7-2); 5. Royal 
Oak 3-3 (5-4); 5. North Farmington 3-3 
(3-6); 7. Hazel Park 2-4 (4-5); 8. Berkley 
1-5 (2-7); 9. Pontiac 0-6 (1-8)

ALL-OAA REPORT 
BIRMINGHAM SEAHOLM: Chase 

Mentag (senior, running back); Gray 
Kinnie (senior, quarterback); Max Schu- 
maker (senior running back/defensive 
back); James DeWald (junior, lineback­
er); Will McBride (senior, linebacker); 
Caden DeWalld (sophomore, offensive 
line); Paul Jokisch (senior, defensive 
line); Sathya Siddapureddy (junior, of­
fensive line/defensive line); Alex Oan- 
cea (senior, offensive line)

FARMINGTON: Kendall Williams
(senior, running back/defensive back); 
Jordan Turner (junior, tight end/line­
backer); Donovan King (senior, offen­
sive line/defensive line); Delmon Sewell 
(senior, running back/defensive line); 
Anthony Reaves (senior, quarterback); 
Engelbera Vela (senior, offensive line/ 
linebacker); Aaron Watson (junior, de­
fensive back); Daivd Palvshaj (junior, 
offensive line/defensive line)
AUBURN HILLS AVONDALE: Derrick 

Hinton (senior, running back/defensive 
back); Kobe Anthony (senior, running 
back/defensive back); Gatlin Coleman 
(senior, offensive line/defensive line); 
Baba Conata (senior, tight end/line­
backer); Torey Coleman (junior, running 
back/linebacker); Chris Sawyers (sen­
ior, offensive line/linebacker); Ari Dotan 
(senior, quarterback/linebacker)
FERNDALE: Torian Belton (senior, 

offensive line/defensive line); Tre’jon 
Pickett (junior, running back); Donovan 
Pitts (senior, running back/linebacker); 
Angel Deray (junior, offensive line/de­
fensive line); Antoine Brown (sopho­
more, defensive back); Dylan Martin 
(junior, linebacker); DeJuan Parkman 
(senior, defensive line)
ROYAL OAK: Cody Remick (senior, 

offensive line/defensive line); James 
Haser (junior, offensive line/defensive 
line); Joe Binkowski (senior, wide re­
ceiver/strong safety); Earle Weaver (ju­
nior, running back/defensive back); 
Connor Jackson (senior, running back/ 
linebacker)

NORTH FARMINGTON: Jon Brunette 
(junior, inside linebacker/fullback/ 
quarterback); Matt Corporan Cole (sen­
ior, free safety/tailback/retum); Zach 
Wiggle (senior, center/nose tackle); 
Kevin Prabhakar (junior, inside line­
backer); Myles Greshamn (junior, de­
fensive back/tailback)

HAZEL PARK: Cam Wyatt (senior, 
wide receiver/defensive back); Noah 
Hallek (senior, offensive line/defensive 
line); RJ Best (senior, defensive line); 
Romel Smith (senior, defensive line) 

BERKLEY: Evan Payne (senior, mid­
dle linebacker); Jeremiah Watkins (sen­
ior, running back); Justin Anagonye (ju­
nior, defensive tackle)

PONTIAC: Rudy Simpson (senior, 
linebacker/defensive line/mnning 
back); Moises DeJesus (senior, comer 
back/wide receiver); Tarah Hazard 
(sophomore, defensive line/tight end) 

SPECIAL TEAMS: Justin Klotz (Sea­
holm, kicker); Mark Ardwin (Royal Oak, 
punter)

COACH OF THE YEAR: Jim DeWald 
(Birmingham Seaholm)

Contact Marty Budner at mbudn- 
er@hometownlife.com. Follow him on 
Twitter: @>MartyBudner.

Churchill’s Drew Alsobrooks was a three-year starter at quarterback and set 
records in football, but he’s headed to play baseball at Central Michigan 
University, b i l l b r e s l e r  l h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

Alsobrooks
Continued from Page IB

year before, the Bulls captured the Na­
tional Pastime 16-and-under champion­
ship in Louisville, Ky.

“We’ve always had a really, really 
good team and a lot of talented players,” 
Alsobrooks said.

His fastball topped out at 89 mph last 
summer and he believes he has a higher 
ceiling.

“If s getting up there, it’s getting there 
and I hope I can get it up to the 90s 
(mph) by next spring,” said Alsobrooks, 
who throws four-seam and two-seam 
fastballs, along with a curveball, slider 
and a change-up.
Alsobrooks, who carries a 4.0 grade- 

point average, is leaning toward some­
thing in the business world. He plans to 
study finance or accounting at CMU.

Meanwhile, his older brother Brian is 
the starting kicker-punter and a backup 
quarterback at California (Pa.) Univer­
sity, an NCAA Division II school.

Brian, a red-shirt junior transfer from 
i Eastern Michigan, was named Co- 

Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
Special Teams Player of the Week for 
Oct. 22 following a 23-0 win over Mercy- 
hurst.

For the season, Brian made 9-of-13 
field-goal attempts, booted 41-of-45 ex­
tra points and scored 68 points for the 
Vulcans (7-4). Just finishing his sopho­
more season after transferring from 
EMU, he has two more years of eligibil­
ity. (Drew was a kicker and punter for 
Churchill as well.)

Although two are separated by 330 
miles, they remain in regular contact.

“Me and him are constantly talking, 
we talk about sports,” Drew Alsobrooks 
said. “We talk about football, we talk 
about baseball, we talk about that stuff

v : m  '

all the time. We’re really close. So we’re 
always trying to make each other better, 
too.”

And much the credit goes to his older 
brother.

“(Brian) definitely kind of got me to 
where I am. He was always encouraging 
me a lot, he was always pushing me and 
working with me,” Drew said. “Even in 
baseball, he was always being there to 
play catch, help me hit.”

The 6-foot-2, 210-pound Alsobrooks 
re-wrote some of the Churchill record 
books as a passer as he helped the Char­

gers to two straight Division 2 playoff 
berths and 16 wins.

The three-year varsity player threw 
for 40 career touchdowns and just un­
der 4,000 yards. During his senior year, 
he passed for 1,846 yards and 20 TDs. 
He also rushed for more than 1,000 ca­
reer yards, including 500 this season 
with six TDs.

Alsobrooks finished his career with 11 
career field goals and averaged just shy 
of 40 yards per punt.

“Drew is one of the best we’ve had 
here,” Churchill football coach Bill De-

Fillippq said of the two-year starter. “A 
talented player, tremendous competitor 
and great leader. Drew is a 4.0 student 
and has great character. I feel very fortu­
nate to have coached Drew.”
And with one more season of base­

ball, Churchill coach Ron Targosz is 
looking forward to seeing what Also­
brooks can bring for his senior season 
following an injury-plagued junior sea­
son due to a back issue.

“He tried to fight through it a little bit. 
(I) actually shut him down,” Targosz 
said. “In our regional game against 
Grosse Pointe South, he actually played 
the field, but didn’t hit, so he played the 
outfield for us.”

The back issue cropped up again dur­
ing football season, but Alsobrooks was 
able to fight through it.

“We’re hoping over the winter we can 
get healthy a little bit,” Targosz said. 
T m  hoping that he can return to form 
like we expect him to, because he’ll be 
our No. 1 (pitcher) this year. He throws 
hard, but the main thing we have to do 
that we’ve been working on the past 
couple of winters is to develop a little bit 
more of an off-speed pitch, because he’s 
got a pretty good fastball and slider. He 
throws in the mid-80s to high 80s on a 
good day ... but if we can get that 
change-up to 80-81 mph range instead 
of 84, it will make a big difference in 
keeping kids off-balance a little bit 
more.”

But according to Targosz, there’s no 
doubt that Alsobrooks has a big-time 
live arm.

“If we can get his control ... some­
thing where he’s had five-, six-walk 
games to no-walk games, he’s going to 
be even much better, obviously,” he said.

Contact Brad Emons at be- 
mons@hometownlife.com. Follow him 
on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.

}
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Auto insurance through AAA. 
From the peace of mind experts.
For generations, AAA has been providing its customers with 
peace of mind. But recently, drivers who switched to auto 
insurance through AAA got something more - savings of 
up to 35%, with additional discounts available for bundling 
with home insurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving 
records, air bags, car alarms and more.

This office is a locally owned and operated business and a 
proud supporter of our community. Let me show you how you 
can have real peace of mind with insurance through AAA.

O V E R  100 Y E A R S  of A A A  SALES A N D  
C L A I M  EXPERIENCE

C O N T A C T  M E  F O R  A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski
(734)453-2100
Fax: 734-667-3396

AAA Michigan 
1365 S. Main Street, Suite E 
Plymouth, Ml 48170
nppallas@aaamichigan.com

fATiTi)
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(7
Insurance

A U T O  • H O M E  • FIRE • B U S I N E S S  • C O M M E R C I A L  • LIFE • H E A L T H  • DISABILITY

Auto and home insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies. 
Other insurance products underwritten by other insurers through AAA’s ACG Insurance Agency, LLC 
and identified on insurance documents specific to the insurance product.



Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out 
shelves for your existing cabinets.

*tPf§ I

EASY ACCESS MEANS 
EASY LIVING.

S h e l f G e n i e
E V E R Y T H I N G  W I T H I N  REACH'

W e  already loved the 1st ShelfGenie 
order of pull out shelves in our 

kitchen. Happy we went to the next 
level, and added under kitchen sink 

and master bathroom vanities. It was a 
splurge, but W E  ARE VERY PLEASED.

- Anna R

CALL NOW FOR A FREE IN-HOME QUOTE
(C) (313) 800-7337

KOHLER.
LIFETIME LIMITED

WARRANTY
DESIGNED & ASSEMBLED
IN THE U.S.A. '/.. .

1C>
Schedule your free design ■ 

consultation today!
(248) 4 6 2 - 7 4 9 1

‘Limited time offqr. Valid through November 30th, 2018. Participating 
dealers only. Not available in AK, HI or Nassau County, NY, Suffolk County, 
NY, Westchester County, N Y  and Buffalo County, NY. Also may not be 
available in other areas. Dealer will provide customer with certificate for free 
K O H L E R ®  Nightlight toilet seat upon completion of custom quote. No 
certificate will be provided for quotes that are scheduled but not completed. 
Certificates for free product to be redeemed directly from Kohler Co. Cannot 
be combined with any other advertised offer. Installation of toilet seat not 

included. Walk-In Bath installed in as little as one day.

5 0 %  OFF
INSTALLATION*

LO-GCt0097697-03

I llH ! UI1M
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WESTBORN MARKET

Our holiday gift baskets are all carefully hand-packed with the 
finest and most delicious treats available. If you’re looking for a special 

gift, w e ’re your shop! From corporate to a personal gifts, w e  do it all.

$hofb (QftliflBi otSHOP.WESTBORNMARKET.COM

WESTBORNM arket
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New Single-family Homes in Ann Arbor with Ann Arbor Schools from $399,995
N a t i o n a l  builder Toll Brothers rolls out two-story h o m e s  a n d  a  first-floor m a s t e r  design

National home builder Toll 
Brothers is proud to announce 
the addition of three new 
home designs starting from 
$399,995 in the charming 
community of Trailwoods in 
Ann Arbor. Two single-family 
homes and a first-floor master 
home are now available and 
feature 2 to 4 bedrooms, open 
layouts, fabulous master suites, 
and well-appointed kitchens. 
“These designs offer open 
layouts, flexible space to fit your 
lifestyle, and comfortable living 
at an exceptional price,” says 
Nadia Melded, Regional Sales 
Manager for Toll Brothers.

The first-floor master 
design, the Westwood, has 2 
to 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 
first-floor flex space, and a 
second floor with a spacious 
loft, bedroom, and full bath 
perfect for guests, with 1,955 
sq. ft. of living space. Pricing 
starts at $419,955. “This design 
is perfect for those searching 
for single-level living where all 
your main rooms and master 
bedroom are on the first floor,” 
says Ms. Mekled.

The two-story homes, 
the Remington, starting at 
$399,995, and the Winona, 
starting at $429,995, range
LQ<SMa0011707-02

from 2,123 to 2,585 sq. ft., 3 to 
4 bedrooms, 2 to 3‘A  baths, first- 
floor flex space, second floor 
laundry room, and an open 
layout with a spacious kitchen 
with a large island and spacious 
pantry that opens to the family 
room.

taxes, and city water and sewer. 
Amenities include sidewalks on 
both sides of the street, a ten- 
acre wooded nature area, and 
walking paths throughout.

For those searching for 
immediate or quick occupancy, 
Trailwoods has several homes

All homes at Trailwoods 
feature 42” upper cabinetry, 
granite countertops, Whirlpool 
stainless steel apphances, 
ceramic tile in master bath, 
and handsome trim details. 
In addition, each home 
offers hundreds of pre-priced 
options to personalize at the 
builder’s new Design Studio in 
Plymouth.

The . community is tucked 
into a gorgeous country setting 
in Ann Arbor with Ann Arbor 
schools, low Scio Township

available. “If you are ready to 
move, you must visit and tour 
our quick occupancy homes - 
you can move into a gorgeous 
new home in as soon as 60 
days,” says Ms. Mekled.

Two decorated model homes 
are open every day from 11 a m  
to 6 pm. The community is 
located in Ann Arbor, west of 
Zeeb Road on the north side 
of Park Road. The address for 
G P S  mapping is 229 S. Staebler 
Road. For more information 
on Trailwoods of A n n  Arbor,

including floor plans, virtual 
tours, and directions, visit 
TrailwoodsOfAnnArbor.com 
or call (734) 995-5503.

Toll Brothers is also 
building in two other
locations in Ann Arbor.
Low-Maintenance Resort Living

North Oaks of Ann Arbor 
is the region’s premier resort- 
class community situated in 
a stunning 109-acre setting 
surrounded by towering trees 
and open meadows. Two 
collections of low-maintenance 
homes are available:
Townhomes from the upper 
$300,000s and Villas from the 
low $500,000s. The Villas range 
from 2,041 to 2,631 + square feet 
and offer first- or second-floor 
master suites, island kitchens, 
open layouts, loft space, and 
more. The Townhomes range 
from 1,861 to 2,400+ sq. ft. and 
include a 2-car garage and the 
option to add a rooftop deck.

A  stunning new three-story 
clubhouse features a fitness 
center, yoga room, bilhards, 
great room with fireplace, 
verandas overlooking the lap 
and wading pools, locker rooms 
and a play park. North Oaks 
is exceptionally located just 
minutes from the University of

Michigan’s north campus, the 
V A  Hospital, St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital, and downtown 
Ann Arbor. Children attend 
acclaimed Ann Arbor Schools 
with the elementary and middle 
schools just 3 minutes away. 
For details, call 734-224-6686 
or visit North-Oaks.com. 
Last Chance for Villas

Kensington Woods is located 
on the north side of Scio 
Church Road, west of Maple 
Road in Ann Arbor and just 
minutes from the University of 
Michigan. A  limited number 
of low maintenance luxury 
villas are available with an 
exceptional fist of included 
features and quick occupancy. 
“W e  have sold so quickly 
because buyers love the location 
and the luxury Villa homes we

are offering,” says Ms. Mekled. 
Six Villas are available and 
priced from $470,995. The 
sales center is located at Toll 
Brothers’ Trailwoods of Ann 
Arbor community located at 
229 S. Staebler Road. For more 
information and to schedule a 
home tour, call (734) 995-5503 
or visit Kensington-Woods. 
com.

Toll Brothers is an award­
winning Fortune 500 Company 
and was founded in 1967. Toll 
Brothers is currently building 
in 20 states nationwide and is a 
publicly owned company whose 
stock is fisted on the N e w  
York Stock Exchange (NYSE: 
TOL). For more information, 
visit TollBrothers.com/MI. 
This is not an offering where 
prohibited by law.

Hamlet Meadows 
Irvine Traditional
Home Site #13 

51020 Scarborough Road 
Valued at $499,995 | Priced at $464,995

2.800 sq. ft., 4 BR, 3.5 BA 
734-398-5939 
Move-In Ready

The Amherst Williamsburg
Home Site #20 

51190 Scarborough Road 
Valued at $481,995 | Priced at $476,995

2.800 sq. ft., 4 BR, 2.5 BA 
734-398-5939

Move In March 2019

Hamlet Pointe 
Ellsworth II Federal

Home Site #1 
1825 Tannytown Road 

Valued at $587,995 | Priced at $582,995 
3,400 sq. ft., 4 BR, 3.5 BA 

734-398-5939 
Move In March 2019
Columbia II Classic
Home Site #20 

51182 Gulfstream Park Lane 
Valued at $578,995 | Priced at $573,995 

3,300 sq. ft., 5 BR, 3 BA 
734-398-5939 

Move In February 2019

Westridge Estates of Canton 
The Duke Charleston

Home Site #147 
50686 Silverton Drive 

Valued at $793,995 | Priced at $759,995
4.050 sq. ft., 4 BR, 4 BA 

734-844-0279 
Move-In Ready

The Duke Classic
Home Site #30 

50630 Telluride Drive 
Valued at $747,995 | Priced at $718,995

4.050 sq. ft., 5 BR, 4 BA 
734-844-0279

Move In March 2019

TollBrothers.com/Canton

To/i Brothers
AMERICA'S L U X U R Y  H O M E  BUILDER* o f f e r i n g  welcome. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable features. This is not an



W e  n o w  have multipl 3 channels that you can use to
update your account information, report delivery 
issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and 
concerns you m a y  have.

WE OFFER: M
Virtual'Hold

I PLeave ypur information an d a description of 
the issue an d the next available representative 
will call you back rather than waiting on hold.

Live Chat
;e directly online with aConver

representative.

This option gives you the opportunity to 
leave more details an d have a record of 
the correspondence.

Visit our inline help portal to access FAQs, 
subscripton services, member benefits and

more.
help.hometownlife.com



CLASSIFIEDS
Find a new job or career Discover your new home

JOBS HOMES &

the job network H  TTieS
lave the house. Know the neighborhood

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
Phone: 800-579-7355 Place an ad online 24/7 at
Fax: 313-496-4968 advertise.hometownIife.com

Email: oeads@hometownlife.com

Auctions, pets, services & stuff

(4f~] STUFF
Deadlines: Thursday at 4pm for Sunday 

Monday at 4pm for Thursday

classifieds.hometownlife.com
All advertising published in Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card(s).| Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met­
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. • The Newspaper reserves the right not to accept an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel 
and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this riewspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of the advertiser's order. • Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time it appears & reporting any efrors immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement 
is ordered, only the first incorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results froh an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of 
an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper Is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that It Is Illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination.' 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which Is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised In this newspaper are available on an equal 
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter 8c spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the 
nation. We encourage 8c support an affirmative advertising 8c marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color religion or national origin.

Professional Real Estate TransportationReal Estate Transportation

all your needs...
Painting

Painting By Robert ‘Wallpaper Re­moval ‘Interior ‘Exterior ‘Plaster/ Drywall Repair ‘Staining. 40 yrs exp Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147
Careers

tESSStm
new beginnings...

W  Home for Sale - In State Autos Wanted

H&W- $$ Cash for salvage & scrap ve­hicles. Free towing. Calf 734-223-5581
sautiful 4bd, 2.5ba Home has I lighting with 8 sky light win- Local parents rate the school

Want to love coming to work?FRONT DESK DYNAMO Needed for Farmington Hills Dental Office. Make patients feel 
special +  handle daily tasks.Experience valued, not necessary. Call (248)426-0011

natural lighting with 8 skvdaws. Local parents rate i_______district with 4-stars. Newly remod­eled bathrooms and kitchen. This is the most unique Home in Westland, 
waiting for you to call it Home!! No bank financing is needed! Seller fi­nancing terms can be found at 
qcsrealestate.com or by calling Q&C Solutions at (248 ) 933 1402.

W e  
c a n  
sell 
it in

( S ;nnr
n_ru

a

vmmsam
O P E N  HOUSE Sunday, 11/25, 1-4
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13631 Neal Springfield Twp, Mi 
22 Acre Estate Tranquility of a park 

like setting, 22 usable acres 
5240 total sq/ft, 5bd/3.5ba 3 car attach­
ed plus 3 car a few steps away Solar­
ium off dinning area and office with 2 

sided fireplace. $799,900 
H OMELAND LLC, REALTOR 248-363-6600 or 248-431-1388

Get results. Advertise in CLASSIFIEDS!

B M W  3281, 2012, 4 dr sedan, 46K mi, exc cond, 1 owner, $12000, 248-642-8816

Mercury Mountaineer '03. 145k mi. Very good cond. no rust, 4.6L, runs very good $4,400/bo 734-658-4527

Turn your dust 
into dollars by 

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

Inside Sales Representatives - Recruitment Advertising
Michigan.com is Michigan's Largest Media Marketing Company, part of the USA TODAY NETWORK, and the 
leader in delivering engaging news and information. W e  deliver an ENGAGED AUDIENCE using a variety of 
SOPHISTICATED TOOLS and resources, and provide our clients the INTEGRATED MARKETING EXPERTISE to 
help them achieve their goals.
Our formula is simple - W e  combine the largest news and information audience in the state with the top 
multi-platform marketing experts to provide businesses with a single partner with one purpose, to help them 
grow. W e  deliver the trusted brands of Michigan's largest audience, including the Detroit Free Press/freep.com, 
The Detroit News/detroitnews.com, O & E  Media/hometownlife, Livingston Daily Press &  Argus, Lansing State 
Journal, Battle Creek Enquirer, and Port Huron Times Herald, combined with proven research, creative, strategy 
and marketing expertise.
Michigan.com is seeking Inside Sales Representatives to join our growing team of recruitment industry 
experts w h o  sell recruitment advertising solutions to small-to-midsize businesses across the state. With 
an assigned book of business, you will m a na g e  the entire sales process from prospecting to close using 
consultative methods. Our highly-driven and motivated business development professionals are empowered to 
support each other in ensuring that w e  all exceed goals and deliver m a x i m u m  results to our clients.
Responsibilities:
Building and maintaining a healthy pipeline to achieve and exceed monthly quota Uncovering client needs, 
offering appropriate solutions, negotiating price and closing accounts on the phone Attaining a mi ni m u m  of 
1 0 0 %  of assigned revenue goal monthly through a high level of business development activity 
(80-150 outbound calls weekly and other KPI's)
Moving customer or prospect towards commitment and closing deals while exceeding customer expectations 
Conducting tailored, web-based presentations of The Job Network products over the phone with clients 
Managing the creation of print display ads in Gannett newspapers Growing existing client base and 
generating n e w  revenue.
Qualifications:
Bachelor's degree or equivalent combination of training and sales experience At least 1 - 2 years of inside 
sales or related experience
2 - 5  years of consultant sales and business development experience, preferred 
Previous experience with business-to-business Cold Calling 
Previous experience in the recruiting industry, a plus 
Working knowledge of Salesforce.com, a plus
What we offer:
As a part of Gannett Co., Inc., the nation's largest media and marketing solutions company, w e  offer a dynamic, 
community-focused environment where individuals are rewarded for exceptional performance. W e  offer 
competitive salaries and benefits, including health care, dental and vision coverage, flexible spending account, 
401 (k), paid time off, and tuition reimbursement. Pre-employment drug testing and background screening are required.
About Us: Gannett Co., Inc. (NYSE: GCI) is a next-generation media company committed to strengthening 
communities across our network.Through trusted, compelling content and unmatched local-to-national reach, 
Gannett touches the lives of nearly 100 million people monthly. With more than 110 markets internationally, it 
is known for Pulitzer Prize-winning newsrooms, powerhouse brands such as USA TODAY and specialized media 
properties.To connect with us, visit www.gannett.com.
Gannett Co., Inc. is a proud equal opportunity employer. W e  are a drug free, EEO employer committed to 
a diverse workforce. W e  will consider all qualified candidates regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, marital status, personal appearance, sexual orientation, gender identity, family responsibilities, disability, s 
education, political affiliation or veteran status. ' ' ic
Apply at www.gannett.com 
Search Req ID: 5406 ,usatoday GANNETT INETWORK 1

F R O M  iv.'
"NO FOOD ALLOWED."

'HOW OLD ARE THESE 
FRIES?"
You know us br shopping, and now Cars.com is the site for 
the entire life of your car. So for every turn, turn to Cars.com.

HELP WANTED

# < N « ' V

General Bearing Coporation
If you’re haijidy with a wrench, 
a career in manufacturing 
might be right for you. W e  have 
employment opportunities for 
entry-level labor and training 
through skilled machinists.
Hiring for day shift only. Our facilities are 
located in Mlford and Farmington Hills, Michigan.

We Offer Exceptional Benefits:
■ HealttYVision/Dental/Life Insurance
■ Paid holidays
■ Safetytoe boot reimbursement
■ Full time and overtime opportunities

Requirements Include:
■ Reliable, strong attendance
■ Must be available for day shift
■ Communication skills
■ G o o d  math skills are a plus
■ PositivB attitude

Fpr immediate consideration, 
phase email or apply in person. 

gbcjobs2015@gmail.com 
(ieneral Bearing Corporation

M A D E  IN U S A

4527 Old Plank Road, Milford, Michigan 48381



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 “Everwood" 
actor Wolf 

6 Pigs’ home 
9 Dutch brew

15 —  of Mexico
19 * Ship’s load
20 Lead-in to 

historic
21 Durango dish
22 Baseball’s 

Hershiser
23 * Subject to 

interpretation
25 * Old Greek 

squares
26 “Stretch" car
27 Steak, e.g.
28 Prefix with 

lethal
29 * Second 

U.S. first lady
31 At a distance
33 Tattles
34 * C h u m
38 Give slack to
42 Son of Eliel 

Saarinen
43 * Dr. Evil’s 

cat in Austin 
Powers films

471801-05 
veep Burr

51 Beatles song 
on "Let It Be”

52 Observe
55 Song* for one
56 Linguist 

Chomsky
57 Political plot
61 Knight’s

glove

63 “Serpico" 123 —  de plume 
actor M. —  124 Brit’s "Bye!”
Walsh 128 Ye —

65 * Jumping Shoppe
up and down 129 Rendezvous 
on a bouncy 130 Really 
stick succeed (or

69 Co m b  buzzer what literally
70 Native suffix appears six
71 See 8-Down times in this
73 * Pairs of puzzle)

consecutive 132 Old Greek 
letters concert halls

75 Spying setup 133 Shahs, e.g. 
77 Likely (to) 134 Shoot (for) 
80 Meadow 135 Sermon text 
82 Birds building 136 Philosopher

homes Immanuel
84 Poster pins 137 Grand home 
88 Buzzing 138 Hosp. staff

home pest
91 Large 1940s 

computer
93 “Huh?"
94 Female kin
95 Artist's base
99 * Suffer a lot

101 Dog variety
103* She

directed ‘The 
Hurt Locker”

107 —  Sea (salt 
lake in Asia)

110 Coy
111 Revisions
112 * Too much 

self-esteem
116 Beloved of 

Tristan
119* Bay off 

Nigeria and 
Togo’s coast

139 Sea vessels
DOWN

1 Union enemy
2 Arrived
3 “Eat —  
eaten" 
(survival 
adage)

4 9-to-5er’s cry 
of relief

5 Dress (up)
6 Flatware item
7 Move as if on 
wheels

8 With
71-Across, 
boot camp 
affirmative

9 Run up 
—  (defer 
payment)

10 Wise men
11 Air pollution
12 Reid and 

Lipinski
13 “Seinfeld” gal
14 Nielsen of 

"Mr. Magoo”
15 Ghana’s 

former name
16 Dickens’ —  

Heep
17 tell ya!”
18 Dental string
24 It uses 108

cards
29 In —  

(single-file)
30 Gillette razor 

brand
31 Toon bear
32 Canon 

camera
34 Compound 

with nitrogen
35 ’83 Keaton- 

Garr film
36 Letter­

shaped 
girder

37 Easy putts, 
informally

39 W e e p  loudly
40 Soonerj than, 

in poetry
41 Ultimate 

degree
44 Health 

supple i 
store, 
familia ly

45 Jump
46 Pig

48 Part to play 100 Mean beast
49 Bullring cries 102 “Doggone!”
50 Observe 104 T otally spoil
53 R & D  center 105 Century
54 Song for two divs.
58 Singer Dylan 106 Dark
59 Opposed to, modern film

in dialect genre
60 Theater box 108 Breakdown
62 Orderly of social
64 Floor piece norms
66 Tax org. 109 Long-term
67 Election inmates

analyst Silver 112 Download on
68 FBI guys a Kindle
72 Umps' kin 113 Radner of
74 —  Lanka 
76 Oklahoma 

tribe
comedy 

114 Nash of 
comedy

77 “Moby-Dick” 115 “M y  heart
captain

78 Flow out
79 Fix a flat?
81 Height:

Abbr.
83 Former 

Swedish car

skipped •
117 Weaving 

frames
118 Driver’s lie. 

issuer
120 Sicilian 

volcano
85 Toddler, e.g. 121 Night,
86 Buzzing 

musical toy
87 Is in a huff 
89 Source of

warmth on

in Nice 
122 — dixit 

(assertion 
with no 
proof)

some trains 124 Song for

nent

and ships 
90 Belly laugh 
92 Special FX 

technology 
96 Poppa

three
125 “Waterloo” 

quartet
126 Lean
127 Gets mature

97 Native suffix 130 Rove
98 Unit of (about)

resistance 131 Flow out
1 2 3 4

519
23
27

31
34 35 36 37
43
51
56
63 64

77 78 ’79
88 89
94
101

112 113 114
119
128
132
136

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, con act Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. W a n t  more puzzles? C h e d

books at QuillDriverBo6ks.com
out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

SUDOKU
2 4 5

8 6 5 2 4 7

3 9 8 6
4 9

1 2 4 3

9 5 8 6 7 4
6 5 1

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appfear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

ON THE FIELD W9BD SEARCH
I S C 
U 0 Y 

C F 
C T 
E 
R 
E 
R 
E 
K
C I 
I I 
K H 
I G 
A K 

S H U 
K P E 
V D N 
R 0 S 
N H 0

B E 
I P

S I 
T U

C S 
0 E

K C 
F Y 
L E 
N S 
I B 
G E

0 P 
A R

K H E 
F B I

V X 
G S 
U P
C S E

S G 
E T
A D 
C T 
G Y 
P H C 
P I T 
F E R

P G 
A V

W O R D S
ADVANTAGE
AGGREGATE

BALL
BOX

CLEAR
CYCLE
DEAD

DEFENDER
FIELD

GOALKEEPER
GOALMOUTH
GUARD
HEAD
KICK
KICKER

NATIONAL
OFFENDER
PENALTY
PERIOD
PITCH

PLAYERS
PUNT

REFEREE
RUNNING
SCISSOR
SCORE

SCORELINES
SHUTOUT
SOCCER

STATISTICS
TACKLE
TEND

THREAT
TIMEOUT
TRANSFER
UNIFORM

ANSWER KEY

EaUQElOOl SEDiEO
| 1 | 3 | 1 | S | W | V A | 1 | S M 1 | 1 | 0 | 0 | S |

1 6 8 Z 8 P 8 3 9
3 17 L 9 l 8 8 6 8
8 9 9 6 3 8 1- P Z
Z 8 8 P 9 3 6 l 8
6 3 8 9 8 1- Z 9 P
P 9 l- 8 Z 6 3 8 9
9 l- 3 8 8 Z P 9 6
8 L P 3 6 8 9 8 l-
S 8 6 l- P 9 8 Z 3

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. 3ts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage 138560 (734) 707-8877 4.625 0 3.875 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 4.625 0 3.875 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313) 565-3100 4.75 0 4.25 0

York Financial, Inc. 137633 (248) 593-9900 4.625 0 3.875 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734) 466-6113 5 0.25 . 4.375 0

Above Information available as of 11/15/18 and subject to change at anytiirie. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo ratei, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Thursday after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate clll (734) 922-3032 

© 2 0 1 8  Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

! 14^1
M l i M

N E E D  A H A N D  
ABOUND THI 

H O U S E ?
m

2
W E ’V E  G O T  Y O U  C O V E R E D !
Check the Services listings in the 

Observer &  Eccentric: classifieds
w p s p a 's

c c i  800 ^ 579-7155
visit Www.hometpwnlpe.com

to place an a d
.. • \
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Tell us
what you like,
meet a car 
you’ll love.

At Cars.com, we give you everything you need to fall in love with your next 
car. We’ll match you with the vehicle that suits your lifestyle and even let you 
choose the salesperson you want to work with before hitting the lot. You’ll also 
gain access to user & expert reviews, videos & more! Cars.com is the ultimate 
wingman for car shopping. Download the app and meet your perfect car today.

we met on

Make Your Ordinary Bathroom Extraordinary
IN ABOUT ONE DAY!

Special Offers for Our Readers:
Give your old

v ■, • ''

A s  Little A s
$99^ oM?dNoIH OR JlMonths

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS O NE DAY
tlncludes product and labor; bath or shower and wall surround. Cannot be combined with any other offer. "Financing subject to approval. 
Mention this ad. See dealer for details. Each dealership independently owned and operated. ©2017 Bath Planet. Expires 11/30/2018

• ^ B A T H W p
f

m H h
■ Custom Measured, Enhance your bathroom with a 
Manufactured & Installed magnificent shower, tub, or both 
To Fit Your Existing Tub iN AB0UT 0NE DAY! You won,t 

& Shower Space! bf'iev? thre transformation’Weotter the finest replacement
• Affordable Styles For Every Budget! tubs and showers in your choice
• Expert Factory Certified Installers! designer Styles at affordable
• Includes Lifetime Written Warranty! prices. Plus, our expert certified

factory installers handle everything 
for you. CALL N O W !

OVER 25 YEARS== QUALITY! Call N o w  For FREE Details

ESTABLISHED 1989

_________



n

Relationships Built on Trust
Family owned &  operated since 1961

• ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • BATHROOMS 
• KITCHENS • GUTTER PROTECTION

Kroll Construction employs the most highly 
trained, highly skilled roofing contractors 
in Detroit and in the Detroit Metro area.

877-365-3078 A  M O N T H

THE
C O U N T D O W N  t oBlack Friday

W I N D O W
SALES EVENT
November 1st to November 23rd only!

% J Our special discount and 
best financing of the year 
end ON Black Friday.
To protect your h o m e  against 
leaking and cold drafts, strong 
windows and patio doors will 
be one of the most important 
h o m e  improvements you can 
make BEFORE the winter.

Buy 1 window or patio door,
get 1 window or patio door i" v ^ / O  | |

M i n i m u m  purchase of four.

Plus, don't pay a thing for two years j ~ "

$0 0 0%
D o w n  M o n t h l y  Interest

Payments
for 2  full years1

Interest accrues f r o m  the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 2*1 months.

Don't take a chance on a vinyl window.
Vinyl windows can warp, leak and cause drafts, so trusting a poor-quality 
vinyl w i n d o w  is a poor choice. O ur  w i n d o w ’s Fibrex® composite material 
is twice as strong as vinyl.
There are 
limited 

appointments 
available

Call for your FREE Window and Patio Door Diagnosis734-224-5100 WINDOW REPLACEMENT
Better Way ■ •. Better Window

'DETAILS O F  OFFER; Offer expires 12/1/2018. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. You must set your appointment by H/23/2018 
and purchase by 12/1/2018. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) 4 0 %  off for your entire project and 24 months with no money 
d o w a  no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 10/28/2018 &  12/1/2018. 
Discounted windows and patio doors are of equal or lesser value. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period 
but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer 
loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, 
national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available only at participating 
locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. S o m e  Renewal by Andersen 
locations are independently o wned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen 
Corporatioa ©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved ©2018 Lead Surge LLC All rights reserved. umjcioiowso-oj

*

hometown life
O&E Media PART OFTHE USA TODAY NETWORK

Finding work 
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the first personalized J O B  N E T W O R K .  
Create a profile to see which jobs y o u ’re perfect for.

jobs.hometowntife.com
LD-SPAO100«1t072»

■ T _ _ _ _

1
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BUSCH'S CLASSIC TURKEY MEALfeaturing PlanviUe ORfiAMlc Turkey
We are proud to provide i^ou with a holidoi^ staple
roasted to perfection, this tender turkey is moist
on the inside and lightly crispy on the outside.
[four choice of three homestijie sides complement
this favorite holiday entree.
serves b-8 ao-ia id. turkey / turkey aravi^your Choice of 3 sides

■

■ V

. v ^
MM' -

t i c - - " -
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BUSCH'S ROASTED TURKEY BREAST MEAL
our KerD RuDDed turkey Breast provides a 
palate-pleasing option that’s perfectly suited to 
smaller families.
Serves a-4 a - 3  ID. split Breast) / turkey Gravy your Choice of 3 sides
'WY1

turkey + h a m  meals come 
cooked and ready to heat, 
in oven-safe containers, 

ujith instructions provided.
HOTIESTYLE SIDES.
> Mashed Potatoes
> Whipped sweet potatoes 
| Cheesy Potatoes
> Roasted Red Skin Potatoes
> Roasted Pesto ^ Kale
> Red skin potatoes
r Maple Glazed yams
> Seasoned Green Beans
> Green Bean casserole 
» sageDrush Stuffing
> Apple Almond stuffing
> cranDerry orange Relish

BUSCHS SPIRAL SLICED HAM MEAL 
sweeten up your holidays with our juicy, Done-in, 
spiral sliced ham, which has a wonderful 
comDination of sweet, crunchy honey glaze and 
•hickory cured flavor, this exceptional meat is 
complemented Dy your choice of three delicious 
homestyle side dishes.
y<H</ C c m  s u ^ U t u t o  tv H a m v(6.5-6 TCs.) (jw m S10 zwdliarffl/.
serves b-8 (8-4 ID. ham) / your Choice of 3 sidesmn
BUSCHS 6ARLIC PEPPER RUBBED 
RIB ROAST MEAL
sink your teeth into this U S M  Choice Beef standing 
RiD Roast and experience its classic tenderness and 
Done-roasted flavor.
?lease note; the Rib Roast mill be uncooked at pick-up to avoid potential 
overcooking during reheating, betailed cooking instructions are included 
mith i^our M i d o i ^  Meal. The total preparation time mill be 
approximately, a  hours, depending on the degree to mhich you prefer 
your meat cooked.
serves t-s 05-fc ID. Roast) / Au <ius 
your Choice of 3 sides

Cr<W at/ our dd*
er wUw at/ BUSCHSXOfl

'

A N N  ARBOR-MAIN ST. | A N N  A R B O R -PLYMOUTH RD. | BRIGHTON | C A N T O N  | CARLETON | CLINTON 
DEXTER | FARMINGTON HILLS | LIVONIA | NOVI | PINCKNEY | PLYMOUTH/NORTHVILLE 

ROCHESTER HILLS | SALINE | SOUTH LYON | TE C U M S E H  | WEST BLOOMFIELD


