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Short-handed Brother Rice 
tennis earns win over Groves
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Farmington teacher placed on paid leave
Investigation pending on alleged inappropriate conduct
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Farmington teacher was placed on 
paid administrative leave following a 
social media post alleging inappropriate 
conduct when the teacher worked at an­
other school district.

District administrators said Wednes­
day on Facebook the district immedi­
ately began an investigation into the 
“middle/high” school teacher once they 
learned of the allegations. The teacher 
will remain on leave until further notice.

“At Farmington Public Schools, we 
believe in informing our school commu­

nity, even when the information we 
share may not be entirely clear or com­
plete,” the Facebook post states. “While 
these social media allegations were not 
made by our FPS students, the District 
has initiated an internal investigation to 
thoroughly review the allegations to en­
sure the safety and security of our stu­
dents, which remains our top priority.”

District officials said the teacher’s

leave is to make sure students stay safe 
while ensuring due process. They added 
that they have contacted law enforce­
ment agencies for assistance.

Clarenceville Public School adminis­
trators released a statement last week 
saying that one of the accusatory social 
media posts was from one of that

See TEACHER, Page 4A

PCCS board 
announces 
initial bond 
project list
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Grace Rembinski, 16, sits with her grandfather’s guitar at her Canton home Aug. 20. The Plymouth High student plans to 
move to Nashville after she graduates in 2021 to pursue a career in the music industry. John heider/hometownlife.com

Canton teen signs contract 
with Nashville music label
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There is a 14-year-old home video on 
Instagram of 2-year-old Grace Rembin- 
ski strumming joyfully on a miniature 
guitar while proudly singing the lyrics to 
a song that she wrote herself.

Earlier this month, that same ener-

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A planned brewery in northeast Livo­
nia is expected to open its doors next 
year after delays related to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic that slowed economic ac­
tivity in the state for months.

The proposed brewery at 27719 Seven 
Mile requested a one-year extension of 
its approvals to allow work to continue 
past the original time frame because of 
the slowdowns with construction.

“The petitioner in the letter explains 
that due to the pandemic, operations

getic girl - now a 16-year-old incoming 
senior at Plymouth High School - sat at 
a table in a Nashville publishing compa­
ny’s headquarters, signing a contract 
that will pay her to do what she loves: 
write songs, sing songs and make peo­
ple happy.

Once Rembinski, a lifelong resident 
of Canton, graduates from Plymouth in

were halted in early March 2020 to just 
recently,” said Mark Taormina, the city’s 
planning and economic development 
director. “This would allow them the 
time to get qualified contractors and for 
them to obtain building permits.

“If s strictly an extension of what we 
previously approved.”

The plans call for a complete renova­
tion of the building, which formerly 
housed a carpet and flooring business. 
The project includes work on the park­
ing lot and the addition of a small beer

See BREWERY, Page 4A

the spring of 2021, she will move to 
Nashville to continue to produce her 
special brand of magic - an accom­
plishment almost unimaginable, 
Nashville insiders say, for a teenager 
who doesn’t reside in Music City.

“It’s crazy and exciting at the same

See TEEN, Page 4A

The proposed brewery will open in 
the former Motor City Carpet store at 
27719 Seven Mile Road in Livonia.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

Who remembers that ray of Ply- 
mouth-Canton Community Schools’ 
sunshine known as the $275 million 
bond proposal passage that was 
dimmed within a few days in mid- 
March by the massive cloud of CO- 
VID-19?

Well, the sunshine re-emerged, at 
least temporarily, Tuesday at the Ply- 
mouth-Canton Board of Education 
meeting with the revelation of which 
schools in the district will be the first to 
receive some bond-money love.

In a presentation orchestrated by 
the district’s team of architects and 
construction managers, officials an­
nounced that Eriksson, Field, Hulsing 
and Dodson elementary schools will 
be worked on first, primarily due to the 
need to develop secure entrances at 
the three older buildings (Field, Eriks­
son and Hulsing) and because of the 
need for additional classroom space at 
all four schools.

Bill McCarthy, of McCarthy & 
Smith, Inc., explained that similar ex­
isting footprints of Field, Eriksson and 
Hulsing will make it easier for archi­
tects to move forward on the projects, 
as opposed to creating designs for 
schools with varying layouts.

McCarthy emphasized that the na­
ture of the bond requires that 85% of 
its initial series (of three) must be 
spent in 36 months, thus adding a level 
of urgency to the projects’ time lines.

Although the plans are subject to 
change like everything else during the 
coronavirus pandemic, a design/con­
struction document phase for the pro­
jects is slated to stretch from Septem­
ber through December.

The acceptance and awarding of 
construction bids will occur in January 
and February, with actual construc­
tion set to run from April to November 
in 2021

The Hulsing project carries the 
highest budget ($8,394,468) with 
Dodson (the newest of the four build­
ings) slotted for an expenditure of 
$6,496,929. The projected cost of ren­
ovating Eriksson is $8,296,895, with 
Field coming in at $8,288,655.

The Eriksson, Hulsing and Field 
footprint includes one space being 
used as a gymnasium and cafetorium. 
Once the projects are completed, each 
school will have its own gym and cafe­
torium, making them equal to the dis­
trict’s remaining elementary schools.

See LIST, Page 4A

Proposed Livonia brewery plans 2021 opening
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Anastasia and Katie’s helps 
employees as well as customers

Employee Marlssa Marzec stands outside Anastasia and Katie’s Coffee Shop & 
Cafe in Livonia. Madeline kenney/special to hometownlife.com

Ml enjoy everything about my job. 8 love my co-workers and 
my managers and they’re very supportive when 8 need heip. 
They’ve become good friends of mine.”
Marissa Marzec Employee, Anastasia and Katie’s Coffee Shop & Cafe

UPS fined 
for COVID-19 
infractions 
in Livonia
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The State of Michigan announced 
Friday it has fined UPS $7,000 for vio­
lations surrounding COVID-19 work­
place safety in Livonia.

The Michigan Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration an­
nounced it had fined several compa­
nies across the state for violating 
workplace rules put into place to limit 
the spread of COVID-19. One of those 
companies was UPS for violations 
found at its distribution center at 
29855 Schoolcraft in Livonia.

Several other companies were also 
cited, including United Shore Finan­
cial Services in Pontiac; a Speedway 
gas station in Waterford; Coop’s Iron 
Works, a fitness center in Saginaw; 
Dan Freed, a residential contractor in 
Eaton Rapids; and Hills Roofing in 
Niles.

The UPS fines stemmed from a 
complaint filed with the state.

“The MIOSHA investigations deter­
mined that these six employers were 
clearly not taking the appropriate 
steps to protect employees and their 
communities from the spread of CO­
VID-19,” MIOSHA Director Bart Pickel- 
man said in a statement. “These cita­
tions are meant to reiterate the em­
ployer’s duty.”

In a statement to Hometown Life, 
UPS said they believed the violations 
were not accurate.

“UPS cares deeply about keeping 
our employees safe ... and while we 
continue to work with OSHA we 
strongly disagree with the allega­
tions,” the statement reads. “UPS con­
tinuously shares the hygiene and so­
cial distancing protocols suggested by 
the CDC with all employees. The com­
pany has modified, and will continue 
to modify, our normal operating proce­
dures to maintain social distance pro­
tocols.”
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“I don’t let my disability interfere 
with what I do in my job,” says 26-year- 
old Marissa Marzec, a two-time acute 
myeloid leukemia survivor.

Marzec, along with seven other 
adult employees, works at Anastasia 
and Katie’s Coffee Shop & Cafe at 19215 
Merriman Road in Livonia. Unlike 
most coffee shops, Anastasia and Ka­
tie’s provides employment for dis­
abled adults. Those disabilities vary, 
but include Down syndrome, Turner 
syndrome, and cerebral palsy.

Marzec’s cognitive condition result­
ed from a six-week coma caused by a 
brain infection. Like the other employ­
ees, she is “still able to work in the 
community and provide good service” 
despite her disability.

The coffee shop’s mission is close to 
the hearts of Kelly Rockwell and Dan 
Duffy, co-founders of the shop’s non­
profit, Mi Works Matter. Rockwell and 
Duffy each have 14-year-old daugh­
ters, Anastasia and Katie, who have 
Down syndrome.

The duo wants to give their daugh­
ters the same opportunities as every 
other child. Their motivation is to pro­
vide more support and opportunities 
for individuals with disabilities as 
adults, since their schooling ends after 
age 26.

“I want as few people sitting around 
at home as possible,” Rockwell said. “If 
they want to get out there and do 
something in their community and 
there’s something they’re interested 
in, we want to see them be given those 
opportunities to pursue that.”

Through the coffee shop, Rockwell 
and Duffy hope to give adults with dis­
abilities job experience so that they 
can fulfill their future dream careers. 
For example, one of the shop’s employ­
ees aspires to work at a movie theater.

At first, “she couldn’t work the cash 
register, so now every time she works, 
she works the cash register,” Duffy 
said. “If she did, for example, in the fu­
ture want to go work at that movie 
theater, she would have the practical 
experience where she could apply and 
probably get the job.”

Duffy has always felt that “with 
training and with someone giving 
them a chance, (adults with disabih- 
ties can) do more than what they (are) 
currently doing.”

According to an Employment First 
in Michigan report, “81% of people 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities are unemployed in Michi­
gan.”

The report also indicates that “The 
National Core Indicators (NCI) Adult 
Consumer Survey shows that 53% of 
individuals with disabilities in Michi­
gan want a community job but only 
22% have one.”

At Anastasia and Katie’s Coffee 
Shop & Cafe, employees have a job 
coach with them as they perform their 
duties to “help each employee become 
as independent at each of the tasks as 
possible,” Rockwell said.

Like the other employees, Marzec 
prepares food and beverages, includ­
ing various types of breakfast and 
lunch sandwiches, lattes, cappucci­
nos, and hot chocolate. She also works 
as a cashier, cleans tables and washes 
dishes.

“I am a friendly person. I enjoy talk­
ing to customers. I am a hard worker 
who always tries my best. I am respon­
sible and passionate about working at 
Anastasia and Katie’s Coffee Shop and 
the work that I do,” she said, attributing 
her successful job performance to all of 
these characteristics.

Though the state of Michigan is start­
ing to phase it out, “it is legal to pay peo­
ple with disabilities less than minimum 
wage,” Rockwell said.

According to Mi Works Matter, “in 
2019, more than 5,000 workers with dis­
abilities in Michigan earned about $3.61 
an hour.” However, Anastasia and Ka­
tie’s Coffee Shop & Cafe ensures each 
employee minimum wage payment.

The employees of the coffee shop 
never take their jobs for granted.

“I’m very proud that I was chosen to 
work with such nice and friendly people 
and being able to work at a job that I love 
and enjoy,” Marzec said.

“These people want to have a job. 
These people would love to have a job 
and they give it their all,” Duffy said. 
“They are just so happy to work.”

That creates a positive environment, 
which has been a major part of the cof­
fee shop’s success.

“Seeing and talking with the custom­
ers is my favorite part of my work day,” 
Marzec said.

Since opening in December, the cof­
fee shop has received tremendous sup­
port from its community. Hundreds of 
people attended the shop’s opening rib­
bon-cutting ceremony in January.

“We figured we would have some 
support, but it was definitely even bet­
ter than what we had hoped for,” Rock­
well said.

Like many nonprofits, however, the

coronavirus pandemic has caused dis­
ruption for the coffee shop. Rockwell 
said the shop was “on track to be close to 
self-sustaining before the pandemic 
hit.”

Before the coronavirus shutdown, 
the coffee shop “was definitely a place 
where people would like to come in, talk, 
and meet, so not having that compo­
nent has been difficult for (the shop),” 
she said.

Nonetheless, the coffee shop has 
adapted.

“We are doing curbside and online or­
dering,” Duffy said. “We followed all the 
protocols that the CDC and local health 
department has given us, so (the work­
ers) are very protected.”

Though changes and precautions 
have been made to their service, the cof­
fee shop’s mission has remained the 
same.

“Creating that sense of belonging, 
creating that sense of value, and being 
able to give back,” is what Rockwell 
wants to give her employees, just as oth­
er adults are able to do for themselves.

Anastasia and Katie’s Coffee Shop & 
Cafe has undoubtedly impacted the 
lives of others.

“I enjoy everything about my job,” 
Marzec said. “I love my co-workers and 
my managers and they’re very suppor­
tive when I need help. They’ve become 
good friends of mine.

“Working for Anastasia and Katie’s 
Coffee Shop is my number one dream 
job I could ever ask for.”

Learn more about the coffee shop at 
www.anastasiaandkatiescoffee.com.

Madeline Kenney is a Mercy High 
School senior who participated in a 
journalism program at Notre Dame this 
summer.

1-800-PACK-RAT (MI-PLYMOUTH-5514)
46201 5 MILE RD 

PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 
877-774-1537
Notice of Sale 

Tenant: Unit #
Berger, Tahnee D00220 
Holloway, Chris 803641
Holloway, Chris 803415
Lemcool, Beverley 356002 
Man, Zinger D58156
Seely, Nicole D05208 
Soilberry, Cheryl 803061 
Tayton, Lawerence D57516 
Wright, Vincent 703857
Kimberly Males B60461

1-800-Pack-Rat (MI-Plymouth-5514), 46201 5 Mile Rd, Plymouth, MI 48170, has possessory 
hen on all of the goods stored in the units above. All these items of personal property are 
being sold pursuant to the assertion of the lien on 9/9/2020 at 10:00 AM in order to collect 
the amounts due from you. The sale will take place on www.AcCeleratedlisting.com from 
9/9/2020 to 9/16/2020 at 6:00p.m.
Publish: August 23 & 30,2020 umwoosiom a*3



More accuse teacher facing CSC charges

Jason William Dean appeared by video for his arraignment on criminal sexual conduct charges in January.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Oakland County Prosecutor Jessica Cooper says a 
metro Detroit teacher’s tactics with female students 
he hoped to intimately engage continued after alleged 
incidents at a school near Clarkston in 2010.

Cooper recently filed an Oakland County Circuit 
Court brief with more evidence from Jason William 
Dean’s former students at Wayne Memorial and 
Northville high schools. She said their stories will help 
prove Dean’s character and methodologies, plus rebut 
claims that his original accuser fabricated incidents 
with her former teacher.

Most recently teaching math to Northville students, 
Dean, of Livonia, faces five counts of first-degree crim­
inal sexual conduct. He was arraigned on the counts in 
January, after one of his former students from Cedar 
Crest Academy, a private K-8 school in Springfield 
Township, said he sexually assaulted her in 2010.

At the time she was a 14-year-old eighth-grader and 
he was her teacher and soccer and basketball coach 
who had spent a few years taking a special interest in 
her.

Cooper said the former student began receiving on­
line messages and emails from Dean. There also were 
extracurricular interactions sometimes involving just 
the two of them.

Dean was then in his late 20s, and their sexual rela­
tionship took place in his student’s home in White 
Lake Township, inside a van parked outside of a 
Springfield Township dance, in his classroom, at a ho­
tel, on an airplane, and, for months, at the teacher’s 
secret apartment in the Rivers Edge complex in Water­
ford Township.

According to Cooper’s brief, Dean then continued 
his career at Wayne Memorial, where he flirted with a 
student in 2011. They exchanged notes and emails in 
which Cooper alleges the teacher contemplated a sex­
ual relationship with the student and complimented 
her body.

In 2013, Dean returned his attentions to his former 
Cedar Crest student who was then 17 and at another 
school, Cooper said. Emails from his personal account 
included images of a shirtless Dean wearing a Univer­
sity of Michigan baseball hat and one of him naked 
while covering his genitals.

Cooper said there’s also evidence of Dean inappro­
priately and sexually touching Northville High School 
girls ages 14 to 18. They were interviewed in February,

after Dean’s arrest and arraignment. She said the 
Northville students, who occasionally admitted to 
close relationships with Dean, described inappropri­
ate touching and improper comments, such as promis­
es of a free tardy pass if a “nice outfit” was worn.

“The defendant took advantage of his position as 
teacher to the victim and the witnesses, utilizing a sys­
tem of gaining their trust as his students and exploit­
ing their desire for his affection and interest in order to 
prepare and perpetrate his goal of sexual contact with 
them,” Cooper’s brief states. “The jury must be permit­

ted to consider the totality of defendant’s behavior and 
have the ability to put these events in context when 
judging the victim’s credibility.”

No decision has been made. Dean’s attorney, Nicole 
Blank Becker, declined to comment.

Dean is also a former Livonia-based Michigan 
Hawks soccer coach.

His next court hearing is scheduled for September.
Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela(§)hometown- 

life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
(5)susanvela.

Novi homicide, abuse case sent to higher court
Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

Chunhui Shi and her 
son, Mason, a few weeks 
shy of turning 2, were ly­
ing in bed with their 
necks sliced when Novi 
Officer Tim Hartland 
walked in.

Responding to a 9-1-1 
call about a suicidal sus­
pect the evening of Jan. 3, 
Hartland saw Shi, 36, 
held a knife in her right 
hand. There were lacer­
ations on her left wrist.

Shi was gasping for air 
through a wound that ex­
posed her trachea. Har­
tland testified Aug. 19 that 
he couldn’t find a pulse on 
her son.

“His wound on his 
neck was obviously fa­
tal,” Hartland said. “(It 
was) a very deep cut. You 
could see his trachea was 
cut all the way through. 
He had a very gray color 
to him. There was a pool 
of blood underneath 
him.”

Mason was declared 
dead before the Sevilla 
Circle home emptied of 
detectives. Shi recovered 
at the hospital before 
heading to Oakland 
County Jail.

Novi’s 52-1 District 
Judge Travis Reeds heard 
other evidence from a 
medical examiner, other 
law enforcers and Ma­
son’s father, Wei Zhang, 
before saying there was 
enough evidence for Shi 
to stand trial in Oakland 
County Circuit Court.

With a translator pre­
sent, the Novi mother and 
Chinese immigrant was 
bound over on two felony 
counts of homicide and 
one count of first-degree 
child abuse.

During her closing 
statements, Oakland 
County prosecuting at­
torney Sara Pope-Starnes 
directed the judge’s at­
tention to three videos 
she had shared.

In the first 4:06 p.m. 
clip from Jan. 3, Mason 
scurries around a kitchen 
island, moving toward his 
mother in the bottom 
right comer of the frame.

The child reverses his 
path around the kitchen 
island. His mother stays 
near where the family 
keeps the cooking knives. 
She then walks toward a 
bedroom.

“There are times 
where you can see, to her 
right, the knife in her 
hand, (and) another time 
when you can see the 
knife in her hand when 
she’s looking at the blade 
of the knife,” Pope- 
Starnes said. “With the 
knife in her hand, she 
goes and she picks up the 
child and she goes into 
the bedroom.

“There’s nothing about 
these injuries to the neck 
of the child to indicate 
that this was an acci­
dent.”
A second 4:53 p.m. 

video clip shows a cat 
moving across the kitch­
en floor. A 5:15 p.m. video 
shows Mason’s dad call­
ing 9-1-L An officer ar­
rived to find him crying 
and visibly upset.

Shi had experienced 
mental health issues that 
included suicidal spells. 
She had received medical 
attention and care for 
those issues before her 
son died.

Her defense attorney, 
John Holmes Jr., said he 
was expecting the case to 
get bound over.

“(But) this did not deal 
thoroughly with the men-

Chunhui Shi attends a court hearing via Zoom in May. hometownlife.com file

tal health issues,” Holmes 
said. “Those get dealt 
with in circuit court.”

Jenna Berg, an Oak­
land County Sheriff’s 
deputy, also testified at 
the preliminary examina­
tion.

She had a “hospital 
watch” over Shi the night 
of Jan. 6 at Ascension 
Providence Hospital, a 
few days after Mason son 
died.
A nurse handed Shi a 

clipboard, paper and 
writing tool because the 
patient was trying to

speak and mouth words. 
The nurse handed Shi’s 
note to Berg.

“Probably because 
there was some signifi­
cant statements on the 
paper,” Berg tried to ex­
plain while studying the

note exhibit. “She states, 
T killed my son. (I’m) bi­
polar. I’m ill.’ ”

Shi and her husband 
have lived in the United 
States since 2014. She 
told a doctor on Jan. 2, the 
day before their son died,

that she wanted to kill 
herself.

Her husband testified 
at the hearing that he 
then signed paperwork to 
admit her into a hospital 
because of these suicidal 
desires. Wei Zhang con­
firmed they changed their 
minds, telling medical 
workers it was a misun­
derstanding, because 
there was no one to care 
for Mason.

They returned to their 
home and talked over the 
phone about finding a 
doctor for Shi the day 
their son died. Something 
wasn’t right when Zhang 
returned home from 
work.

“Usually, she is cook­
ing in the kitchen,” Zhang 
testified. “I called her 
name. I found her in the 
bedroom. There was no 
light on. It is very dark. I 
saw her lying on (her) 
back. My son is lying be­
side her. I saw her throat 
is cut. I realized some­
thing big has happened.”

Mason’s 2nd birthday 
would have been Jan. 21, 
according to online obitu­
aries.

Contact reporter Su­
san Vela at svela@home- 
townlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twit­
ter (3)susanvela.

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 
times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237

detroitobitsd)gannett.com 
for further details.

PROPERTY FOR LEASE - CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
The Charter Township of Plymouth is seeking bidders interested in leasing approximately 
5,200 of commercial office and storage space located within the Township’s Department of 
Public Works Building, 46555 Port Street, Plymouth MI, 48170.
Interested bidders must send three sealed (3) hard-copy letters of interest to Mr. Jerry Vorva, 
Township Clerk, by Friday, October 2, at 4 p.m., including a tentative, proposed offer of lease 
and the proposed use(s) for the site. The envelope should be marked “Proposal to Lease DPW 
Property.” Electronic copies must also be sent to Clerk Vorva at jvorva@plymouthlwp.org.
Bids will be reviewed by the Township Supervisor and/or his designee(s). The top three (3) 
bids based on price and proposals will be recommended to-and reviewed by the Plymouth 
Township Board of Trustees. Recommended bidder(s) may be contacted by the Supervisor for 
further negotiations on price and terms. The Township’s receipt of a bid does not constitute 
the acceptance of any offer to purchase or otherwise create any obligation for the Township to 
lease the property.
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all proposals; waive any irregularity in the 
proposals received; and to accept any proposal which it shall deem to be most favorable to the 
interest of the Township. The Township is not obligated to accept the highest bid or bids.
The Township is not obligated to reimburse responding vendors for any expenses incurred 
in preparing or submitting proposals in response to this request, nor is the Township 
responsible for such expenses. All such expenses are solely the responsibility of the bidder.
For additional information, and to inspect the property, please contact Supervisor Kurt Heise 
at (734) 354-3201 or by email at supervisor@plvmouthtwp.org.

Publish: August 30,2020 LCM0003S7117 3x3-5



Grace Rembinski, seated, signs a contract with Nashville’s Mucho Love Music 
label. Standing, from left, are label executives Mark McGuinn, Brooke Burrows 
and Ray Horton, who is a native of Canton, couresty of the rembinski family

Teen
Continued from Page 1A

time,” Rembinski said. “Ever since I can 
remember, all I ever wanted to do was 
sing for people. I never shut my mouth. 
I’d make my family sit down and listen 
to me.”

Before securing the commitment of 
Nashville-based Mucho Love Music’s 
executives, Rembinski entertained 
church congregations, sang the national 
anthem at Detroit Tigers and Toledo 
Mudhens baseball games (among oth­
ers), and won a music competition 
called “Canton Idol” before she was a 
teenager.

“As it turned out, an acquaintance of 
mine took a video of Grace singing at 
‘Canton Idol’ and she sent it to her step­
brother, Ray Horton, who had been in 
the music industry in Nashville for sev­
eral years,” said Jill Rembinski, Grace’s 
mom. “She told him, ‘You have to see 
this young lady! She’s amazing!’

“Ray said, ‘Well, she’s young, but 
we’ll keep watching her, so keep sending 
me stuff.’ About a year later, Grace was 
invited down to Nashville to record in 
their studio, learn to write, everything. 
We’ve been going down there two or 
three times a year since then.”

Horton, a writer/administrator/gen­
eral manager for Mucho Love Music, is a 
1997 graduate of Canton High School.

In a lot of ways, Horton’s story is as 
compelling as Rembinski’s.

After completing four years of active 
duty for the U.S. Navy, Horton was a 
drummer for Miss USO, a band that en­
tertained troops and performed fund­
raisers for troop-support groups, ac­
cording to the Mucho Love Music label 
website.

Following a successful stint as a

drummer with the John Wilde Group, he 
followed his passion for the business 
side of music and moved to Nashville to 
study copyright law at Belmont Univer­
sity.

“Once I moved to Nashville and saw 
how amazing the session drummers 
there were, I figured I’d better look into 
the business side of it,” Horton joked. 
“Ending up at Mucho Love has been a 
blessing. It’s like a family, which is one 
thing, I feel, that made Grace’s family 
comfortable with us.”

Horton, who will serve as Rembin­
ski’s manager, emphasized that Mucho 
Love’s love for Rembinski may have 
started with her talent, but quickly ex­
panded to include her personality and 
upbringing.

“Grace is mature beyond her years 
and she’s not afraid of hard work, that’s 
for sure,” Horton said. “Music-wise and 
when it comes to songwriting, she’s 
only gotten better since she first came 
down to Nashville. Along with having an 
amazing voice, she gets music.”

Horton said Rembinski’s humility is a 
rare commodity in a performer of her 
talent. When asked what percentage of 
her high school peers even know she’s 
an accomphshed musician, she said, 
“probably most of them,” a reflection of 
her non-boastful persona.

“Honestly, I don’t know if she reafizes 
how good she is,” Horton said. “People 
her age with her talent level can be kind 
of, for lack of a better term, the oddball 
at school, because while everybody else 
is out having fun, she’s working at her 
craft. But I’ll tell you what: Once she 
moves to Nashville, she won’t be the 
oddball, she’ll be the normal, because 
this city is filled with incredibly creative 
people like her.

“It’s hard to say exactly what kind of 
odds she’s already beaten, but I do know 
that there are tons of musicians who 
think they can make it here, but very, 
very few do. And the fact that she’s only 
16 makes her story even more amazing.”

Rembinski’s life may have followed 
an entirely different path if not for the 
encouragement of her grandfather, Skip 
Kouba, whose guitar she still uses.

“He was my first musical inspira­
tion,” she said. “I still remember sitting 
on his lap while he played his guitar ... 
that’s what got me started.”

“Like all of us, my dad is so proud of 
Grace.He makes sure we keep him up­
dated on everything thaf s going on with 
her career,” said Jill Rembinski.
Among Grace Rembinski’s singing 

inspirations are Ella Fitzgerald and Ra­
chael Price, whose paths to super-star­
dom are separated by several decades.

“Performers like Grace don’t really 
pick a genre, because instead of fisten- 
ing to specific radio stations like before, 
people make their own music lists,” 
Horton said. “If a performer can earn lis­
teners’ respect, they can sing anything 
and it will work.”

Teacher
Continued from Page 1A

district’s former students.
“Understandably, some members of 

our school community have inquired 
about the post, eager to understand how 
the district responded when the con­
cerns were initially raised some years

ago,” the statement reads. “The district 
wants to make it clear that it followed its 
established policies, worked with the 
appropriate authorities and sought to 
respond both compassionately and in a 
fashion that reflected due process for 
everyone concerned when the concerns 
were originally raised and fully investi­
gated.”

The Clarenceville community was in­
vited to contact law enforcement or the

district to share concerns about the un­
named teacher so they can be ad­
dressed.

“We have always, and will continue 
to, engage this process because it is cen­
tral to our core mission and principles as 
a school district,” the statement reads.

This week, Hometown Life filed Free­
dom of Information Act requests with 
local and state law enforcement agen­
cies for incident reports involving the

teacher named in the social media cam­
paign.

Soon after, staff from the Farmington 
Public Safety Department and Oakland 
County Sheriff’s Office replied that their 
agencies had no such reports involving 
the teacher.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.
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Eriksson Elementary School will undergo extensive renovations beginning with 
the design phase in September, courtesy of plymouth-canton community schools

List
Continued from Page 1A

Expanded parking and a more spa­
cious student pick-up loop will be added 
to the three older schools’ grounds.

Bill Weinrauch, of TMP Architecture, 
said that everyone from building staff, 
parents and even students will be able 
to provide input into the ultimate design 
details of each school.

Following the completion of the ele­

mentary projects, the next layer of work 
is scheduled for Plymouth High School 
(addition of a band room and natatori- 
um) and Salem High School (expansion 
and renovation of performing arts cen­
ter).

The timeline for the design phase of 
these projects is expected to stretch 
from October 2020 to August 2021

The bond projects will stretch over 
10 years.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-U13.

LOGOfM7519506

Brewery
Continued from Page 1A

garden. The space would only serve 
beer; no kitchen is planned at the site.

The project originally received a rec­
ommendation for approval from the 
planning commission in spring 2019 and 
received city council approval a few 
months later.

Andrew Schumacher, one of the 
owners and a Livonia resident, said he 
anticipates getting building permits for 
the site in the next few weeks. He said 
they plan on opening the brewery, ten­
tatively called Coppersmith Brewing, in 
either spring or summer 2021

With the recommended approval, the 
extension now goes to the city council 
for review.
A website for the brewery lists sever­

al beers planned, including a smoked 
porter, English-style IPA and high-grav­
ity saison.

Once open, the brewery will join two 
others operating in Livonia. Super- 
Natural Brewing and Spirits opened on 
Plymouth Road back in 2017, and 
Schoolcraft College students have 
brewed and sold beer the last several 
years at the college’s VisTaTech Center 
off Haggerty Road.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

mm



Obituaries
Emory Curtis Daniels

Born in Saginaw, Michigan, Westland resident 
Emory Curtis Daniels, 76, died of cancer compli­
cations on August 19, 2020.
After moving to Garden City with his family in 

1959, he graduated from Garden City High and then 
earned a journalism degree from Central Michi­
gan University, associates degree in business from 
Schoolcraft College, and a professional development 
graduate degree from University of Michigan-Dear- 
born. Married to Beverly Hudson in 1966, he was 
the father of Bridgette Redman (Richard) and Lyle 
Daniels, and grandfather of Dominic Redman. Bev­
erly and Emory celebrated their 50th anniversary in 2016.
A journalist by profession, Daniels worked a year for the Wayne Dispatch 

after college, and then worked 33 years for the Observer & Eccentric News­
papers serving as Editor in Westland, Garden City, Farmington, Plymouth, 
Canton, Livonia, and serving as Internet Editor for three years. After retiring 
he wrote marketing and public relations material as an independent con­
tractor and was an official reviewer for Amazon.
He served on the Board of Directors for Community Opportunity Center, 

a non-profit providing housing and support for persons with developmental 
disabilities, and served as board president, vice president and secretary. He 
volunteered as Camp Grandpa for ten years for Royal Family Kids Camp, 
a non-profit serving children in the foster care system. He was a member 
for many years of Detroit First Church of the Nazarene in Northville and 
served on its church board. He attended Ward Presbyterian Church for sev­
eral years. He was a member of Farmington, Plymouth and Livonia Rotary, 
and Livonia Exchange Club. He was a volunteer for compassionate ministry 
projects in Detroit and Indianapolis and for Blight Busters.
Gathering of family and friends Saturday, September 5th from 11 AM until 

the 12 PM Memorial Service at Hilltop Nazarene Church, 21260 Haggerty 
Road, Northville, MI 48167. Please wear masks and we will observe social 
distancing. The service will be live streamed by Hilltop Nazarene. In lieu of 
flowers, we welcome you to make a donation to Community Opportunity 
Center, 14147 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI, 48154; or to the Royal Family 
Kids Camp at Hilltop Nazarene or the Compassionate Ministries at Hilltop 
Nazarene, 21260 Haggerty Rd, Northville, MI 48167.

Joann Eleanore Gustafson
Joann Eleanore Gustafson, a former soprano, 

longtime vocal music teacher, fierce advocate for 
public education and host of many legendary dinner 
parties, died at her home in Ann Arbor on Sunday,
Aug. 16. She was 78.
Joann was born in Detroit on April 1,1942 as the 

youngest of two children to Robert and Eleanore 
(Jacobson) Berquist. She graduated from Bedford 
High School in Detroit, then majored in music at 
North Park University in Chicago. There, she met 
and later married her classmate, Paul Gustafson.
They moved to Ann Arbor, where she earned a 
Master of Music (Voice) from the University of Michigan. The couple then 
started a family and began a long love affair with cats.
Joann enjoyed 38 years teaching elementary music and conducting mid­

dle school chorus at Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. She became 
increasingly active in the Michigan Education Association, where she pro­
vided training for teachers, and she was also active in her district, where 
she fought for her colleagues’ rights as a union bargainer. A consummate 
entertainer with a gifted voice, she also kept busy outside of work, with 
lead performances in opera productions including La Boheme at U-M, the 
Gershwin and Cole Porter songbooks at Kerrytown Concert House and the 
Michigan Union, and writing and performing musicals for the Thurston 
Players among her many credits.
Joann’s voice also rang out in the kitchen, where she was inspired by the 

trailblazing culinary personality Julia Child, her idol and muse. For 15 years 
she and her late friend, Barbara Thompson, hosted an annual Smorgasbord 
dinner party, meticulously planning and preparing multiple sumptuous 
courses of authentic Swedish fare for more than 100 guests each December.
She was a loyal friend to many and a doting mother who inspired her 

children greatly. Her sense of humor was unflagging, carrying her through 
a rich fife and aiding her through to the end. She is survived by Paul, her 
husband of 55 years; two sons, Sven (Kristen) and Lars (Kate); three beautiful 
grandchildren, Niklas, Aron and Lois; and brother George (Jane) Berquist. 
All will miss her dearly.
Contributions in her name may be made to Arbor Hospice, 2366 Oak 

Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 or arborhospice.org.

Joan Eleanor Geary (Pfefferle) “Mimi”
LIVONIA - Age 79, 

passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, August 18th,
2020 at Angela Hospice 
Care Center. Joan was 
born in Elkhart, Indiana 
on August 12, 1941. She 
was a graduate of Niles 
High School in Niles,
Michigan. She went on 
to receive her Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Elemen­
tary Education from Michigan State University 
and taught kindergarten and piano in Livonia, 
Michigan. Joan was also a faithful volunteer at 
Sword of the Spirit Lutheran Church, a member 
of the Junior Women’s Club and the Gardening 
Club in Livonia. Joan married Forrest Alan Geary 
on May 2,1964. Joan is forever remembered and 
survived by her loyal and loving husband and 
best friend of 63 years, Forrest; her children Greg 
(Vicki) Geary and Tracy (Scott) Mastenbrook; 
two grandchildren: Madelyn and Meghan Mas­
tenbrook; her sister Patricia (John) Meadows; 
many loving nieces, nephews, extended family/ 
friends and faithful canine companion Maizee. 
Joan was predeceased by her parents Paul and 
Beatrice Pfefferle and Carlton (Florence) Geary. 
An outdoor memorial ceremony was celebrated 
Wednesday, August 19th at Parkview Memorial 
Cemetery in Livonia-led by Pastor Wayne Kurtycz 
of NorthRidge Church. The family welcomes do­
nations in memory of Joan Geary to the Angela 
Hospice Care Center https://angelahospice.org/ 
donate/ and the Alzheimer’s Research & Preven­
tion Foundation https://arpf.donorshops.com/ 
products/01194B4/donatetoday

Karen Wagner
PLYMOUTH - Karen 

Wagner, 73, of Plym­
outh, Michigan, passed 
away on Tuesday, August 
18,2020, after losing her 
long battle with Idiopath­
ic Pulmonary Fibrosis.
Daughter of John and 
Lillian David’s of Salem,
Michigan, she was born 
in Detroit, Michigan, on 
February 10,1947.
Karen lived in Plymouth, Michigan, with her 

husband, Michael Wagner, until they retired and 
moved to Calumet in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
They built their dream home on Lake Superior, 
where they spent their honeymoon 45 years ago. 
In 2018, they moved to Cornville, Arizona, in 
hopes of improving Karen’s health.
Karen’s interests were many; she adored all an­

imals, and loved to cook, garden, travel, go an­
tiquing, decorate her home, and partake in any 
arts and crafts with her friends. But most of all, 
she loved spending time with her husband and 
daughter.
Karen is survived by her husband, Michael Wag­

ner, Cornville, AZ, and daughter, Melissa Wagner, 
of Brooklyn, NY.
Instead of flowers, please consider donating to 

the IPF Foundation: https://ipffoundation.org/

Dorothy J. Maass
August 2,1930 - Au­

gust 19, 2020 Dorothy 
J. Maass has left this 
world for greener fair­
ways. Born to George 
and Verna Amos on 
August 2,1930 in Por­
tage, Ohio, she twirled 
and cheered her years 
at Portage High and 
working at a Bowling 
Green family restaurant 
met her husband for 70 
years, Al, a student at 
BGSU, who had just 
returned from serv­
ing on the USS Iowa 
in the Pacific. Raising 
two kids, they lived 
in Ohio, Michigan, 
Indiana & Tennessee. 
An avid bridge player, 
golfer and sports fan, 
Dort lived a peaceful 
and fun filled life. She 
is survived by her hus­
band, Al; children, Peg 
and Craig; 4 grand­
children; and 5 great 
granddaughters. Do­
nations in her memo­
ry may be made to the 
Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer, Sacred 
Space Phase II Building 
Program, Birmingham, 
MI 48009.
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SPORTS
Coach remembered for love of people, football
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Ahead of the 2019 football season, Cranbrook King- 
swood was looking for a new head coach.

Athletic director Stephen Graf was looking for a 
candidate with specific skills that he felt would lead to 
success: a knowledge and passion for football, an in­
credible work ethic, a teaching ability and an ability to 
connect with those around him.

The Cranes’ offensive and defensive line coach Ben

Ben Jones spent one season as 
i Cranbrook Kingswood’s head football
PfyST 'j£| coach. He died after being involved in 
■ fc a four"car crash on Aug. 19.

Jones thought he met the criteria. He felt his time had 
come.

“Ben stepped up, came in my office and said, 
‘Coach, you don’t need to look for a head coach. I’ll be 
your head coach, and I’ll do the job you need me to

do,’ ” Graf said.
Cranbrook senior Bryce Hall already knew the pas­

sion Jones had for the game.
As a junior defensive lineman, Hall had firsthand 

experience of Jones’ coaching: his drive and expecta­
tion that each rep, each drill, each play would not be 
only OK, average or just all right, but great.

Hall watched that mentality Jones instilled blos­
som for the entire team. And even before the Cranes 
took their first snap of the 2019 season, Jones’ first as

See JONES, Page 3B

Short-handed Brother Rice tennis 
picks up 6-2 win against Groves

GOING
AHEAP
WITH
ANEW
LINEUP
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Heading into the first match of the 
season against Birmingham Groves,
Brother Rice tennis thought its lineup 
would look different.

The Warriors expected to head into 
2020 with junior JJ Etterbeek at the top, 
the No. 4 seed in last season’s Division 1 
tennis final, who lost in the state final as 
a sophomore.

However, with the uncertainty of 
coronavirus, Brother Rice will be with­
out its No. 1 singles player. Etterbeek an­
nounced his intention to transfer to 
Smith Steams Tennis Academy in Hil­
ton Head, South Carohna, Aug. 20, less 
than a week before the season started.

Despite the change in lineup, Brother 
Rice still came out on top, beating 
Groves, 6-2, in the Warriors’ first match 
of the season.

Going into the season, Brother Rice 
head coach Casey Cullen said he had 
high expectations for his group, with Et­
terbeek at the helm. But, moving for­
ward, he said all the Warriors can do is 
move forward.

“Obviously the guys love him. He’s a 
team player. I think it’s more of he 
doesn’t know what’s going to happen 
with C0V1D,” Cullen said. “The state 
tournament is still up in the air, so the 
guys all love him, we want him to do the 
best, but it was a blow to our team in terms of what we 
were expecting.”

Cullen said many of his players, including seven 
newcomers, were playing in new spots, but found suc­
cess against the Falcons, giving them confidence mov­
ing forward.

Doug Prew moved up to the No. 1 spot for the War­
riors, sweeping Groves senior Jonah Liss, 6-3, in 
straight sets for his first win of the season.

While the loss of Etterbeek brings a different look 
than Prew expected, the senior captain still beheves in 
the talent remaining on the roster.

“We’re definitely at the top,” Prew said. “Our lineup 
isn’t set yet, so I mean we are still figuring everything 
out, but we’re definitely up there in high seeds.”

Cullen described both Prew and sophomore Dimitri

Brother Rice senior Doug Prew won in the No. 1 singles spot for 
the Warriors. He succeeds junior JJ Etterbeek, who announced 
his intention to transfer, tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife.com

Moriarty as fighters and battlers, with the latter also 
earning a sweep against Groves sophomore Nolen 
Kovan Thursday afternoon.

Cullen also has high expectations for freshman 
Devyn Gans, who beat Groves junior R.J. Carrel, 6-3, 
6-1, in his first taste of high school action.

Warriors senior John Carthew completed the sin­
gles sweep with a sweep of Groves junior Gabe Klein.

With a different roster, Cullen said older players on 
the Brother Rice roster need to lead the way and show 
younger players what is expected.

“The leaders and the older guys need to be like, 
‘Hey, this is how it is, this is how intense we are. This 
is Brother Rice tennis,’ and they’re doing their job,”

See BROTHER RICE, Page 2B

VOLLEYBALL

Northville hopes 
for a strong yet 
uncertain season
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville volleyball head coach Rick VanDerVeer 
gathered those vying for a spot on the varsity team 
together before the second-to-last day of tryouts late 
last week.

“I have a suspicion that we will have another 
chance,” VanDerVeer encouraged.

But like all other volleyball, boys soccer, and girls 
swim and dive teams in the state, wondering if their 
fall season would happen in 2020 due to the coronavi­
rus, VanDerVeer did not know the answer.
He remained in the dark.
“I just wish somebody would let me know what to 

do,” VanDerVeer said. “I got a lot of girls that are either 
wishing for a season or want to know if they can relax 
about things until spring.”

The Michigan High School Athletic Association set 
an Aug. 20 deadline to announce a decision. But the 
Mustangs remained in the same boat they were in at 
the start of practice that day.

The MHSAA ruled that schools in regions 1-5 and 7 
of the state were permitted to continue practices, but 
that the start of competition was reliant on status of 
multiple executive orders made by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, closing indoor athletic facilities and main­
taining social distancing measures. She has not an­
nounced a decision on when that may be.

VanDerVeer and the rest of Northville volleyball 
continues to wait, continues to be patient to see if the 
2020 season, one with high expectations of eclipsing 
the district final the Mustangs lost to Novi in during 
the 2019 season, could actually happen.

Much to accomplish
Northville was determined to have a season in 

2020.
A year after finishing third in the Kensington Lakes 

Activities Association West division, neck and neck 
with Novi and Brighton, suffering a 3-1 loss to the 
Wildcats in the district final, the Mustangs are confi­
dent and expectant to make it past that point.

“A lot of high school teams see a really talented 
group and then, all of a sudden, once one or two peo­
ple, key people, leave, they are stuck with whoever 
they have,” senior middle and outside hitter Laryssa 
Imbuzeiro said. “We’ve been lucky to have a consis­
tently talented program.

“This year, I have a lot of high hopes, just because

See NORTHVILLE, Page 2B

Northville head coach Rick VanDeerVeer addresses 
his team before an outdoor tryout session.
COLIN GAY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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GOLF

Seog opens season with breakthrough round
Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HARTLAND - Morgan Seog could 
sense she was about to break a signifi­
cant barrier in her golf career.

So could her coach.
It seemed like just a matter of time 

before the Hartland High School junior 
broke 80 for the first time.

As it turned out, it didn’t take much 
time at all.

Seog shot 79 in the Eagles’ first tour­
nament of the season, leading Hartland 
to a fifth-place finish against a field of 
powerhouse teams in the Hartland In­
vitational Aug. 21 at Hartland Glen Golf 
Course.

“I’ve been starting to hit my irons 
more consistently in the right distanc­
es,” Seog said. “I could feel it coming. 
With my putting being a little bit more 
consistent, it’s definitely helped.

“It’s definitely a big confidence boost, 
because I know I’ve got good things 
ahead of me for the season.”

While some high school athletes 
couldn’t have meaningful practice in 
their sport while facilities have been 
shut down since March because of CO- 
VID-19, golfers have had plenty of time 
to hone their skills. Seog took full ad­
vantage of the opportunity.

“I played a lot, I practiced almost ev­
ery day,” she said. “I worked on my game 
all summer, and it’s starting to show 
now.”

It was a huge breakthrough for Seog, 
whose previous best was an 82. She av­
eraged 90.3 for 18 holes last season.

“She’s been shooting in the 30s for 
the nine-hole practice rounds, so I know 
she’s got the skills to do it,” Hartland 
coach Mike Joseph said. “She did it to­
day under pressure. I expect that score 
to come down even more.”

Although golf is considered one of 
the safest sports to playhuring the coro- 
navirus world, it was still a relief for 
Hartland’s players to get out on the

course and compete for the first time as 
a team.

It’s a day they weren’t sure would 
ever happen during a summer in which 
all fall high school sports were in limbo. 
Golf, tennis and cross country are the 
only fall sports that were given the 
green light to start competition on time, 
football was moved to the spring, and 
volleyball, soccer and swimming are be­
ing delayed in lower Michigan.

“I’m excited for the season,” said Har­
tland senior Violet Sinishtaj, who shot 
8L “I was really hoping we would have a 
season like we are now. So, I’m really 
happy it’s happening, but I wasn’t ex­
pecting it at first.”

Golf still has to operate under some 
guidelines in order to be played. The key 
limitation is having no more than 72 
golfers per 18 holes, which required 
some creativity by Joseph and coopera­
tion from Hartland Glen to pull off Fri­
day’s tournament.

There were 24 teams, with potential­
ly 144 players entered. Joseph took the 
top 12 teams and put them in a 7:30 a.m. 
morning wave, then placed the next 12 in 
a 12:30 p.m. wave.

Players were asked to leave after 
turning in their scorecards and grabbing 
a complimentary lunch. Teams arriving 
for the afternoon round were asked to 
stay in the parking lot or driving range 
while players from the morning were 
turning in their scores.
On the course, players couldn’t touch 

the flag stick.
“Can you see the stress in my face?” 

Joseph said. “It was tough. But fortu­
nately, the pro at Hartland Glen, Nic 
Thompson, and this course have been 
very receptive to high school golf in gen­
eral. They allowed us to have two start­
ing times so we can accommodate ev­
erybody. Kudos to them for doing that.

“We’re all kind of just feeling our way 
right now. We’re trying to do the best we 
can. The biggest thing is to try to have 
everybody wear their mask until they 
actually start golf and make sure there’s

Morgan Seog of Hartland shot 79 in 
the season-opening Hartland 
Invitational Aug. 21 at Hartland Glen 
Golf Course, gillis benedict/usa today
NETWORK-MICHIGAN

no congregating between teams. That’s 
a battle we’re going to have to fight the 
whole season.”

Joseph’s biggest regret was not hav­
ing an awards ceremony.

“That was kind of a bad part, because 
you like to give kudos to the teams,” he 
said. “We had some really good scores 
today, with Rochester Adams shooting a 
290. We had a 301 and a 302. Those are 
just some great scores for this early in 
the year.”

The Hartland Invitational attracted

six of the top 11 teams and two of the top 
nine individuals from last year’s state 
Division 1 tournament.

Adams, which was seventh in the 
state last year, got a 68 from Grace Wang 
and a 70 from Laura Liu on its way to a 
first-place score of 290. Grand Blanc, 
fourth in Division 1 last year, took sec­
ond with a 301, led by medalist Kate Bro­
dy’s 5-under-par 67. Brody bogeyed the 
final hole.

Northville, the two-time defending 
state champion, was third with a 302.

Completing Hartland’s score were 
Audrey Brown with an 87 and Allison 
Schram with a 90.

Hartland Invitational 
Morning wave
Team scoring: 1. Rochester Adams 290; 2. 
Grand Blanc 301; 3. Northville 302; 4. Ann Ar­
bor Pioneer 322; 5. Hartland 337; 6. Farming- 
ton Hills Mercy 341; 7. Ann Arbor Skyline 350; 
8. Troy 352; 9. Walled Lake Northern 358; 10. 
Clarkston 383; 11. Farmington 391; 12. Lansing 
Catholic 392.
Top individuals: Kate Brody (Grand Blanc) 67; 
Grace Wang (Adams) 68; Amaya Melendez 
(Pioneer) 68; Laura Liu (Adams) 70.

Tennis
Fowlerville recorded the 100th vic­

tory in program history, improving to 
3-0 this season, with a 6-2 victory over 
Ionia.

The Gladiators are 12-0 in doubles 
matches so far.

Singles: Sam Eppler (I) d. Carter Young 6-3, 
6-2; Jack Eppler (I) d. Isaac Way 7-5, 7-6 (4); 
Calvin Dowker (F) d. Brett Longanbach 1-6,7-6 
(4), 6-3; Lucas Anderson (F) d. Miles Gregory 
6-3, 6-4.
Doubles: Logan Flanery-Garrett Hearl (F) d. 
Collin Palmer-Brett Peterson 6-2, 6-1; Tyler 
Bulszewicz-Greg Wilkinson (F) d. Ethan Row- 
land-Colter Clark 6-2,6-2; Jimmy Buurma-Ben 
Wykes (F) d. Ben Marhofer-Joel Cairns 6-1,6-1; 
Anthony Bassett-lsaac Farmer (F) d. Elijah Hat- 
field-Lucas Wandell 6-4, 7-5.

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan- 
nett.com.

Brother Rice has high expectations for 
freshman Devyn Gands. photos by tom 
BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWN LIFE.COM

Brother Rice
Continued from Page IB

Cullen said. “The younger guys are, ‘OK, 
we’ll join you. We’ll bring that intensity. 
We’ll bring that level.’ ”

Groves steps up in No. 1 doubles
While Brother Rice showed its domi­

nance for the majority of the match, 
Groves stepped up in the No. 1 doubles 
spot.

Senior Ryan Duffy and junior Dylan 
Brown fought back after losing their first 
set, 6-3, and won two straight against 
Warriors juniors Sam Brockhaus and 
Nathan Grobbel, earning their fourth 
win as a tandem in 2020.

“I just told (Dylan), ‘We’re not losing 
this. We’re not losing this season,’ ” Duf­
fy said. “I think we just fought through 
the whole thing.

The pair is the only one that remains 
from the 2019 doubles season for 
Groves, catapulting up from the third 
spot to the top as upperclassmen. This 
will be the third year Duffy and Brown

Groves senior Ryan Duffy teamed up 
with junior Dylan Brown for one of two 
wins for the Falcons against Brother 
Rice.

will play together.
“We’ve been together every year, and 

we just kind of came together and 
learned each others’ weaknesses and 
strengths and tried to play to them, play 
into them,” Brown said. “When every­

thing meshes and everything goes well, 
you get that emotion and effort, and ev­
erything just starts working out.

Groves senior Liam Keane and junior 
Alexandras Abarius earned the Falcons’ 
second win against Brother Rice, earn­
ing the win after a 7-5 win in the third 
set.

However, Groves head coach Dave 
Farmer did not see much success, espe­
cially after playing in tournament 
games prior to this dual-match against 
Brother Rice.
He said the Falcons looked young, 

carrying a lot of players who are learn­
ing the game of tennis for the first time.

“They’ve got a long way to go. We’ve 
got a lot of seasoning to do,” Farmer 
said. “By the time, if this season does 
play out, by the time we get three-quar­
ters of the way through, you’ll see a dif­
ferent team. Hopefully you see a more 
polished team, a team heading and 
moving more aggressively around the 
net.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports(S)hometownlife. com.

With seven seniors on the roster, Northville volleyball hopes for a chance to get 
past the district final in 2020. colin gay/hometownlife.com

Northville
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we have a lot of girls that want it. We’re 
blessed to have tons of talent. I’m really 
looking forward to see what we can do.”
Liwy Setla, a senior defensive spe­

cialist and libero, feels like the Mustangs 
have a leg up on other teams across the 
state. With the amount of experience the 
team holds, chemistry becomes a major 
advantage, creating relationships and 
bonds that impact players on and off the 
court.

The Mustangs know what it takes to 
get to the state competitions, having last 
competed in the state semifinal in 2018.

To VanDerVeer, this is the year to re­
turn, using motivation and drive from 
the loss to Novi in 2019 to catapult North­
ville back into the state conversation.

Looking at Northville heading into 
2020, it seems to be the school’s time to 
shine. But to Setla, that mentality hurt 
the team last year.

“When we think of expectations, a lot 
of people are like, ‘Do you think you will 
make it to states?’ Setla said. “That’s 
such a fun idea to think of, but I think it’s 
something that came to our downfall last 
year because we thought of it so much

instead of taking ourselves in the mo­
ment.”

The waiting game
Preparing for the 2020 season, the 

Mustangs tried to remain in the mo­
ment.

As they practiced outside, VanDer­
Veer said the players were relaxed and 
having a lot of fun, taking the focus off of 
the world around them.

“The girls just want to play,” VanDer­
Veer said. “They want to compete. They 
want to go out and be athletic. They are 
sick of sitting behind a screen. There’s 
only so much class you can do and vol­
leyball you can watch on TV.”

But to the players, the season means 
more than just winning a state title.

To Imbuzeiro, 2020 provides her with 
a final opportunity to play with her sis­
ter, Juliana, a junior, who took the same 
path to the Northville varsity team as she

did - playing junior varsity as a fresh­
man, and moving up to the varsity team 
for the past two seasons.

To Setla, 2020 provides her with a fi­
nal opportunity to represent her high 
school before moving across the country 
to play college volleyball at University of 
Nevada Las Vegas.

“This is my last chance to finally show 
my last year at my school, finally make 
my mark, make my lasting impact,” Setla 
said.

Aspirations remain. But uncertainty 
has not been squashed.

The practice nets behind the track on 
Northville's campus will remain up. The 
varsity team, including seven seniors, 
will continue to practice, to prepare.

Setla knows she will work hard for 
what could be. But until the MHSAA or 
the state provides an answer for her fall 
season, a question will continue to re­
main at the back of her mind.

“Every day we come in, I know we all 
want to work hard and, ‘Hey, let’s just 
play for today,”’ Setla said. “But at the 
same time, ‘Well, will this be even worth 
anything?”’

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay(S> 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. Fol­
low him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife.com.



UNIFIED

Unified Sports joins students with and without intellectual disabilities on the 
same team. Novi has Unified basketball, soccer and bocce teams that compete 
against Unified teams in other districts, hometownlife.com file photo

Novi High nationally 
recognized for 
Special Olympics
Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports and school have been upend­
ed in the coronavirus pandemic, but No­
vi has earned cheers for a program that 
celebrates the ultimate in sportsman­
ship.

Special Olympics North America re­
cently named Novi High School as a Na­
tional Banner Unified Champion School, 
one of only five in Michigan earning the 
recognition, which also included Har- 
tland and Howell in Livingston County.

“I think this means a lot to students 
with disabilities and their general edu­
cation peers,” said Andrew Saari, Novi 
Unified Special Olympics head coach. 
“It’s a great opportunity to show what is 
good in society.”

Unified Sports joins students with 
and without intellectual disabilities on 
the same team. Novi has Unified basket­
ball, soccer, and bocce teams that com­
pete against Unified teams in other dis­
tricts.

The district’s inaugural sport was 
basketball, which commenced three 
years ago. Flag football was to be added 
this fall, but was canceled due to the 
pandemic.

“We are not going to do fall sports 
right now, a lot of our athletes are immu- 
no-compromised,” Saari said. “Kids 
want to be back to being kids again. Nor­
mally, we would have an assembly (for

the school’s national recognition). 
Hopefully we can do something that in­
volves school and gets spirit.”

According to Special Olympics, a 
Unified Champion School “has an inclu­
sive school climate and exudes a sense 
of collaboration, engagement and re­
spect for all members of the student 
body and staff. A Unified Champion 
School receiving national banner recog­
nition is one that has demonstrated 
commitment to inclusion by meeting 10 
national standards of excellence.”

In addition to Unified Sports activ­
ities, those standards also include inclu­
sive youth leadership and whole-school 
engagement. Banner Unified Champion 
Schools should also be able to demon­
strate they are self-sustainable or have a 
plan in place to sustain these activities 
into the future.
Dan Ekonen, senior director of pro­

gram leadership for Special Olympics 
Michigan, said Novi High was an “easy 
choice” for being named a National Ban­
ner UCS.

“When you see how their students in­
teract and embrace UCS as what they do 
at Novi, it’s done at a very, very high lev­
el,” Ekonen said. “It has infused inclu­
sion throughout their building. They are 
an easy choice to be recognized at a na­
tional level.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517- 
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter at @Su- 
sanBromleylO.

SOFTBALL

The Livonia Storm 12U fast-pitch softball team won the 2020 USSSA Michigan 
State Championship on Aug. 23. photo courtesy of edward battagin

Livonia Storm 12U wins USSSA 
Michigan State Championship
From Staff Reports
HometownLife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Livonia Storm fast-pitch soft- 
ball team won the 12U division of the 
2020 USSSA Michigan State Cham­
pionship tournament Aug. 23 at the 
Canton Sports Center and Heritage 
Park.

The Storm outscored opponents 59-

18 in its six wins, beating the Motor City 
Madness 12U team in the final, 9-1.

Led by head coach Stacy Rodopou- 
los, the Storm consists of Betty Adams, 
Lydia Aubry, Rachel Balhom, Anna Bat­
tagin, Elaina Braunscheidel, Kenda- 
lynn Brockett, Isabella Kutch, Ella 
McCue, Jessie Rodopoulos, Katelyn 
Ruth, Brooke Schall and Zoe Seagren.

Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife.com.

Bryce Hall, inset, a rising senior defensive end, said Ben Jones always had a soft 
spot for the offensive and defensive linemen, photo courtesy of Stephen graf

Jones
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head coach, the culture had changed.
“You know as well as I do, Cranbrook 

is not really a football school,” Hall said. 
“You have your West Bloomfields, your 
Oak Parks, your Cass Techs, your 
Clarkstons, all those schools. Cran­
brook is not one of those football 
schools.

“When he got that head coaching 
job, he was going to turn Cranbrook into 
a football school.”

Jones died in a car accident Aug. 19, 
leaving the potential, leaving the cul­
ture he helped create in only his first 
season as head coach of the Cranes.

But to those closest to him in the 
football program, Jones’ transforma­
tion of Cranbrook Kingswood football, 
and the personnel inside of it, has only 
just begun.

‘I’m not going easy on you’
Hall’s first experience of high school 

football came in the eighth grade, join­
ing the high school team for lifting ses­
sions each morning.

His first example of a high school 
coach was Jones, a first-year offensive 
and defensive fine coach that was a 
product of Muskegon Catholic Central 
and Hillsdale College.

To Hall, Jones had this intimidating 
stature and a tendency to yell.

“He’s not a small guy He’s a pretty 
big guy, you know: deep voice, the 
beard,” Hall said. “It was just kind of in­
timidating seeing my first high school 
coach.”

But as time went on, as Hall jumped 
from junior varsity to the varsity team 
for playoffs, he saw Jones as an expert 
motivator, seeing the potential of every 
player on the other side of his deep­
voiced shout.

Prior to the start of the 2019 mini­
camp in August, Jones met with his 
varsity players, and asked them two 
questions: What are your goals for the 
season, and what are your goals in life?

Hall was clear ahead of his junior 
season: he wanted to play college foot­
ball and earn college offers

“He told me, Tm not going to go easy 
on you,’ ” Hall said. “ ‘Nobody is going 
to take it easy on you at the next level, 
so I’m just going to get you ready for 
that now.’ ”

In the 2019 season, Jones led the 
Cranes to a 5-4 record, earning domi­
nant wins against Pontiac and Ann Ar­
bor Father Gabriel Richard before fall­
ing to Harper Woods in the first round 
of the playoffs.

More importantly, Jones helped Hall 
get one step closer to achieving his 
long-term goal: earning 20 offers and 
cutting that list down to eight schools 
prior to the start of his senior season.

“It really pains me not to be able to 
sign in front of him, have him be there 
when I commit,” Hall said. “He really, 
really helped me live my dream.”

Familial bond on, off field
Jones made it clear that he loved 

football.
When Cranbrook Kingswood took 

the field for summer conditioning and 
football practice in the middle of the 
coronavirus, Jones, according to Hall, 
was the only person more excited to re­
turn to the field than he was.

However, to those close to him in the 
Cranes football program, Jones clearly 
loved and cared for people more.

“They saw he cared and that it was 
not fake,” Graf said. “It was a guy that

really cared about the program and 
each of those kids and their ability to be 
the best they can be and the program to 
be the best it could be.”

Hall saw that in his life. After his 
brother, Braden, was diagnosed with 
leukemia in January, Jones was one of 
the first coaches who called Bryce.

Between Bryce Hall and Jones, there 
was a trusting relationship, repre­
sentative of what the head coach 
strived for with the rest of the team: a 
familial, father-son atmosphere.

Hall beheves Jones always put peo­
ple ahead of himself. And to the incom­
ing senior, that was true until the last 
day of his head coach’s life.

Hall met up with his head coach Aug. 
19 at a post office at 11 Mile Road and 
Lahser Road. Jones wanted to return a 
thermometer to the defensive end’s 
family after using it to check in players 
that week at practice.

The meet-up was brief, five to 10 
minutes. Hall and Jones talked about 
spring football, with the head coach 
making sure that his Division I-offered 
senior defensive end would be avail­
able to play in his final semester of high 
school.

“He told me that he’s going to do ev­
erything possible to make sure that we 
are ready,” Hall said.

Hall left the conversation believing 
the same characteristics he had always 
felt of his head coach: that he was 
strong, loving and caring. That Jones 
was an example of what it looked like to 
be a strong man, who just so happened 
to coach football.

“He’s one of those guys that you 
don’t beheve anything bad can ever 
happen,” Hall said. “He was a strong 
person. I didn’t believe something like 
that could happen to him.”

Hall found out the next day, as he 
took his brother to high school orienta­
tion at Birmingham Groves, that Jones 
- his mentor, his example - died.

“Thinking that I might have been the 
last person to see him alive, it hurts,” 
Hall said. “I wish I could have held onto 
him five more minutes so he didn’t get 
in the accident, didn’t even have the 
conversation so he would have passed 
it.

“Just knowing he’s in a better place 
now is kind of comforting, but this is 
one of the most difficult times I’ve ever 
had. It feels like a part of my family 
died.”

Building off the foundation
Graf knew Jones passed every crite­

ria the athletic director had of being 
Cranbrook Kingswood’s head football 
coach.

Jones was the young individual who 
wants to be there, in season and in off­
season, who aspires to be great in every 
aspect of his role.

“Ben, he was every one of those bul­
let points that I mentioned,” Graf said. 
“He had that.”

Hall was confident Jones, if given 
the time, was going to transform Cran­
brook Kingswood into a powerhouse 
football program.

Instead, Jones built the foundation. 
With his death, players and coaches 
will try and continue to build off the 
foundation.

“He was creating something here,” 
Hall said. “Seeing that cut short, that 
sparked a fire in every single one of us 
on the team this year.

“This season’s and all the seasons 
after are for Coach Jones.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. 
Follow him on Twitter at @ColinGayl7. 
Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@hometownlife. com.



Existing cabinets are prepared 
for the refacing process

Your KURTIS craftsmen will 
cover all exposed surfaces 
with factory-finished materials

The installation is complete 
with the addition of new 
doors, molding and hardware

FREE GRANITE 
COUNTERTOPS or 
up to $1,000 OFF

LIMITED TIME ONLY

NO PAYMENTtNO INTEREST

for
1 12 MONTHS
I

*~0AC, financing avaiiable to Qualified buyers 
through GreerskyPlan 2521.

Offer expires 8/31/20.

HOMESOLUTIONS
•KoKURTIS

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY!
248-450-6253

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

i We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

•With the purchase of cabinet refacing. "New projects only.
Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts.

Offer includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, 
LO^CIW60931-01 cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 8/31/20.

Hearing Loss 
Affects More 
Than Just You

ASK US ABOUT
OUR 0% FINANCING, 
ALL APPROVED

program!

Hearing loss can lead to social 
isolation and depression."

Hearing loss often causes us to 
withdraw from loved ones, resulting in 
resentment, lack of communication, 
connection and intimacy. Screenings 
can help detect the start of a hearing 
loss. The team at Beltone is here to 
reconnect you back to life!

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE 
HEARING HEALTH 

APPOINTMENT TODAY TO 
ACTIVATE YOUR

Eardrum

$850*GIFT CARD!
We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans including BCBS/TruHearing.

We offer award winning service, technology, and a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.
CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments 
and curbside services available!24M07-0BM
Plymouth | Livonia

wBeltone
^Offer valid toward purchase of two hearing instruments, $425 off one. Discount taken off MSRP. Not valid on prior purchases. 
"Cited from the American Academy of Audiology; https://www.audiology.org/publications/guidelines-and-standards/untreated- 

hearing-loss-linked-depresslon-social-isolation Beltone 2020™. Offer expires 8/31/2020.LOG C1046694601
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734-676-5630

Great Buys
Garage Sales

neighborly deals...

| Musical Instruments

Photo Coming Soon!

£)
Canton, Moving Sale, 3621 Aspen 
Lane Canton, Michigan, 48188 House­
hold, furniture, collectibles, and much 
more. Sept. 1-4, 8am -3pm, Dir: H(l^-deilRlVr?r Esl0,es sub, northside 
of Geddes Rd., east of Beck Rd.

Redford Thurs. 8/27 - Sun. 8/30 9a-5pm 
Lots of GREAT items- Something for 

Everyone! 17701 Denby

Assorted

. Sensation Organ, Choose style, 
instruments, rhythm etc. One owner. Excellent Cond. 51,500. 734-578-7535

Wanted to Buym
■'Tr A
WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. 
Deer Hunter & Successful Master 

Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Items

Grave Plot Double Depth $3,500.00 
Ml. Hope Memorial Gardens. 6 Mile Livonia, Ml. (313)759-9415.After Noon.

Find what 
you want in
CLASSIFIED!

■
• . .•.. .. ■ jy V'-.-: ■Metal finisher/polisher position 

in partial denture laboratory.^ * 
Experience preferred. .«
Benefits and paid vacations.

Call (248) 626-3144 or Email resume to
jzedan@z6ddndenialidb:com 8 
__________

,4

SHIPPING & RECEIVING 
& DELIVERY DRIVER

Lover's Lane hiring full-time 
Shipping 8, Receiving personnel 

and one Delivery Driver. 
Apply online: LoversLane.com or 

I In Person: 46750 Port St, Plymouth

DIRECT CARE STAFF - For small 
group home. Positions in Highland 
,Holly, Oxford, Novi, South Lyon , 
Waterford. $12/hr with addn'l $2/hr 

hazard pay through 9/20. 
248.486.5368atcioffice@sbcglobal.net

Call/Text (734) 320-1096 or email 
dan@dispaving.com

Real Estate
Homes
starting fresh...

9°rPTerce, Two ' °pen House, Sun. 
^,8/30- 1Pm-4pm. In Villos At Beacon 
Hill, 2,027sq.ft„ 3BR/2.5BA, 1st fir. w/ 

master BA, 1st fir. laundry!
See pictures on Zillow. 

$318,000 - Must Wear Mask

Real Estate
Rentals
great place to live...

B Homes-Rent
Westlond-3BR,1.5 BA, Ranch in good 
area, fridge, A/C, bsmnt, $1,200 mo. 

no pets 1-275/Fort Rd area 734-591-9163

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

SELL ITBUY ITFIND IT
cars
yard sales
tickets
antiques
motorcycles
computers
boats
sports equipment 
pets
instruments
jewelry
furniture
auctions
collectibles
appliances
cameras
coins

Place your 
classified ad today.

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER
CDL-A DRIVERS WANIW, 3 MONTHS MINIMUM 
EXPERIENCE EXCELLENT PAY, BENEFITS SIGN 
ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATE) ROUTES ROMS) 
AND WAYNE DISPATCH, CALL KIRT 586-752- 
4529EXT 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
Wesley Financial Group, EC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and lees cancelled in 2019 Get 
free informational package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450positive reviews. Call866-353-4896 
Wesley Financial Group, EC. Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
Tree intonnational package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450positive reviews. Call 866-353-4896 
DISH Network. $59.99 lor 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FRE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FRE Voice Remote. FRE HD DVR. 
FRE Streaming on AE Devices. Call today! 
1-833-550-1015
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $49.99/monlh. 
Select All-lnduded Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Show&Movies On Demand. FRE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade Premium movie 
channels, FRE TorSmosICall 1-844-975-3287 
Earthlink High Speed Internet As Low As 
$14.95/month (Tor the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos. Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-897-2418

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER
CDL-A DRIVERS WANTH), 3 MONTHS MINIMUM 
EXPERIENCE EXCELEir PAY, BENETTS SIGN 
ON BONUS, 401k DELICATE) ROUTES ROMEO 
AND WAYNE DISPATCH, CAE K1FTT 586-752- 
4529 DC 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
Wesley Financial Group, IL£ Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and lees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450positive reviews. Call 866-353-4896 
Wesley Financial Group, LUC. Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and tees cancelled in 2019. Gel 
free informational package and leant how to get 
rid ol your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450positive reviews. Call866-353-4896 
DISH Network $59.99 for 190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast Internet $19.99/mo (where 
available) Snitch & Get a EE $100 lisa 
Gift Card. EE Voice Remote. EE HD DVR. 
EE Streaming on AE Devices. Call today! 
1-833-550-1015
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $49.99/month. 
Select AITIncluded Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Movies On Demand. EE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie 
channels, EE Tor 3 mos! Call 1-844-975-3287 
Earthlink High Speed Internet As Low As 
$14.954nonth (lor the first 3 months) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-897-2418

We can 
sell it in 

CLASSIFIED!



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 Like Pisa’s 
famed tower 

8 On the mark
16 Dangle
20 Adequate for 

the job
21 1974 Billy 

Joel hit
22 Pastiche
23 Phone alert 

sound whose 
waves travel 
best through 
element #7?

25 Refuse to
26 Expert
27 Submission 

end.
28 Disney sci-fi 

film of 1982
29 Ukulele’s kin
30 Exams
33 Skyscraping
36 Instrument 

whose pipes 
are filled 
with element 
#18?

39 Opening bits
41 Classic 

Fords, briefly
43 Peddle
44 Mistake 

while trying 
to mine 
element 
#55?

46 Bargain on 
the export 
of element 
#82?

50 What some 
cuts do

51 Make 
cherished

53 City on the 
Alabama

54 With 
32-Down, 
nobody

57 Home of the 
philosopher 
Zeno

59 Oven knob
61 Swiss peaks
62 — Gay
64 Sideshow

barkers
peddling
element
#33?

69 Munich loc.
70 1-75, e.g.
73 Heavy winds
74 Binary base
75 Expert
76 Cigar holder 

made from 
element 
#45?

80 It may follow 
“Long time"

82 Chaplin of 
“Game of 
Thrones"

83 Sort of 
sword

84 Zero
87 Not as much
88 —Grain 

cereal bars
90 Harangue
94 Peyotes, e.g.

96 Dark film 
about people 
who forge 
element 
#26?

98 Internal 
body parts 
that have 
absorbed 
too much 
of element 
#47?

103 Floor cover
104 Tilting type
105 Crooked
106 Clog-clearing 

stuff found 
to have 
element 
#86?

110 Reach over
112 Poets' Muse
113 Old Apple 

laptop
114 Impact 

noise
116 Floor cover
118 Mean dog
119 A.J. of Indy
120 Half-moon­

shaped 
deposit of 
element 
#34?

126 Deanna on 
the USS 
Enterprise

127 Collectors of 
lots of stuff

128 Dutch painter 
Jan

129 Flabbergast

130 Rates
131 Unity
DOWN

1 Really 
absurd

2 Not
gendered, as 
a noun

3 Vouches for
4 “... — a 
lender be”

5 Bit of NYSE 
news

6 Pesters a lot
7 Wonderful
8 IRS filing mo.
9 Nero’s 102
10 Is unable
11 Not marked, 

as an exam
12 Turbine parts
13 In a crowd of
14 Earthy shade
15 Austin-to- 

Atlanta dir.
16 1991-2003 

Vermont 
governor

17 See 
42-Down

18 Masked 
warrior in 
black

19 Boarded
24 “How clever”
29 Links
31 Like clans
32 See 

54-Across
34 16-oz. units
35 Pet pests

37 Be hammy
38 Pro-learning 

org.
40 “Hook” pirate
42 With 

17-Down, 
scram

45 Actor Gibson
46 Secular
47 Orbital curve
48 Current units
49 Rodeo ropes
52 Vitascope

inventor
54 Cocktail 

of gin, 
vermouth 
and Campari

55 Sixty 
minutes

56 Ontario’s 
capital

58 Person 
quarreling

60 Enactment
63 Meyers of 

‘Think Big”
65 Raimi of film
66 Yale alum
67 Actor Sparks
68 Politico Paul
71 Voting day, 

often: Abbr.
72 More 

devoid
77 “Heck yeah!”
78 Prince, e.g.
79 500 vehicles
81 Literary

Twist
85 Women’s

86 Org. for free 
speech

89 Using a pen
91 Flabbergasts
92 Jorge’s 

“day"
93 Some 

annexes
95 Part of a fork
97 Obsolete
99 Bigwig
100 One fleeing 

a flood, 
maybe

101 Adjusts the 
pitch of 
again

102 Noisy 
sleepers

104 Cry after 
“Psstl," 
perhaps

106 Fissures
107 Call off, as a 

mission
108 “What — 

mean?"
109 Rand 

McNally 
reference

111 Jorge’s “new”
115 Goes kaput
117 Fed. agents
120 “Na Na” 

preceder
121 Canon 

camera line
122 Suffix with 

strict
123 Orig. copies
124 State of fury

patriotic gp. 125 K-0 center

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

8 5 7 2
6 2 1

9 6 5 4
7 8 3

1 5 4
2 6 9

7 2 6
1 4 7

5 1 8
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

MUUER SAFETY WORISEAIGH
CEHBBWOLFKCABCNRASWT
ROTANIROLHCFABELULNK
DOCHARDNESSRWTGNIENC
YPHDOLRNISCNAAOMULYP
RRIDOADNOINWEIELZCCD
FARPNCFCNIROTGFOLNAM
NOCTILROUETIRFAEAORD
BOKMUNGITLSAEGKNELBR
AMIEHEGLMOAYNEAIELOI
CHNTNSITPUNWMIPNSANN
TTLQPFIMEEIAYILNIGWK
ERBOYROKUMLCETNAKSPI
RAUHKCOTCKPPLDIESMMN
IQFFEHRSAACEAAICREEG
AUFDAAILBGRERLCCAADY
ZIEULAIOQAWBGAFEOPLT
EFRIRNOITAREAATLSIAU
LIZMIBQFEEDERDHUFABC
ZESTOGLLEWERUSSERPBL
RRYTIDICASNBKZMQAEMY

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout ihe puzzle.

WORDS
ABSORPTION
ACIDITY
AERATION
ALGAE

ALKALINITY
AQUIFIER
BACKFLOW
BACTERIA

BASE
BIOCIDE
BRACKISH
BUFFER
CALCIUM
CAPACITY
CARBON

CARCINOGEN
CHL0RINAT0R

CYCLE
DECOMPOSITION
DESALINATION

DRINKING
EFFLUENT
FEEDER
FILTER
GALLON

HARDNESS
INFLUENT

LIME
MINERAL

NEUTRALIZER
ORGANISM
PIPING

PRESSURE
TEMPERATURE

WATER
WELL

s S 3 N □1
u 3 3 N d
3 n n i m
U n ofST
o .L V u £&
N 3 A 3 Ni
S USA 1

D 1
s S31
3 3 S 0 N
0 d d| o
s 3 1 N
s d 1 V 1
V W 1 3m

ANSWER KEY
aMi

n i S
0 d 1
A 0 d
0 3 1
Q V u

l 17 z 6 8 Z 9 £ S
8 6 € 9 S P Z L l
Z 9 S Z l s 8 6 P
s l 6 e P 8 Z 9 Z
e Z 8 z 9 fi P l 6
9 L l. Z 6 £ S 8
z S 9 8 £ \ 6 P Z
6 e V 17 L Z S 8 9
V 8 L s 6 9 Z £

NOTICE TO PUZZLE READERS:
BEGINNING IN OCTOBER, WE WILL BE CHANGING TO A NEW WORD SEARCH PUZZLE. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY TESTING NEW OPTIONS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST SEAMLESS 
TRANSITION POSSIBLE. WE APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED READERSHIP AND

SUPPORT OF OUR WEEKLY PUZZLES!

The ClassifiedsYour source for everything new and used in your local area.
HMHHn

FINDING A JOB SHOULDN’T FEEL LIKE ONE.

ZipRecruiter The smartest way to hire,

Get started atjobs.usatoday.com
wmm
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 1-800-579-7355

UMITED , 
TIME ) 

v OFFER'-

EMFRE100^■mi ■▼II _ I CARPETS flooring
Making Beautiful New Floors Easy

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE
QUALITY PRODUCTS

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION, 
EVEN NEXT DAY**

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE ESTIMATE1350OFF
Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate! 

Must call 888-330-0582 or visit 
EmpireToday.com/Get350 to redeem offer.

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL • TILE

‘Discount applied to contract total of $3,500 or more before applicable taxes. Must be presented 
upon appointment booking. Cannot be applied to deposit. Appointment must be scheduled by 
calling the number above or scheduled online at EmpireToday.com/Get350to redeem offer May 
not be applied to Sa es or combined with coupons. Not valid on prior purchases. Residential only 
Limit one offer per household. Expires 8/31/2020. Subject to change.

r*On in-stock carpet and flooring styles only in select areas. Excludes floor prep.
’A variety of unforeseen conditions, such as subfloor prep/leveling/repair, that may not be 
identifiable when establishing price estimate, may require additional cost.
Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2020 Empire Today, LLC

I CLOG-FREE GUTTERSL-c:cii V" rnitri or your money back
) GUTTER , / PROTECTION

OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

INSTALLS ON NEW & EXISTING GUTTERS

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

> Trustpilot
EaOOQQ

Virgin Vinyl

Hanger

Existing
Gutter

•' yT . aggv,
SENIOR 8e MILITARY DISCOUNTS

THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALLI
valid at estimate only

'My only regret is that I wish I had 
known about LeafFilter sooner."
-Doug L.

CALL US TODAY FORV* A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 364
niie |ead|ng consumer reponlng agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards In 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the -fl1 rated **nnePrnf,^i ™ h K M8 M I’n3'’'1,SySlCrn n Amenca " *For 'hos= "ho qualify. ‘'Offer valid at time of estimate only 
i cniTcP^P h0,J^r d' No obll8atlon est,mate fof ’ yeaf-CSLSF 1035795 OOPL ffl 0783658-5501 License# 7656
License# 50145 Licensed 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 
License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# V/C-29998-H17 *Nassau HIC 

License# HOI067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 
Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 

LO-GC!0461649-01 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

m

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!
cS-SKi°in:3 D^y B*kndn biand ^oducts on|y- excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying window 
in<rf-aliaHr,and (ec®'ve t^.e 2.nd querying window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% off Offer excludes 
Offer cS^^ft E®ifl2/5ai/5iaTn,nBBrJ0J:'f1'id °n previous Purchases or with any other offer or discount.
TT uir- rica anco' ,Expires 12/31/20.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056 CA #1005986 
CT HIC.06^950, NJ #13VH09390200. OR #209181. PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS Nassau Countv

LiCenSe H01073101- Rockland County. NY #H-12401-34-00-00 VA #2705172678 
.Licensed through Great Windows Services. LLO. 2020 3 Dau Rlind# I i r ’ 5172678

---- - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - •___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ LCMSCKMSS114-01

'Walk-in bath installed in as little as a day. Contact your local dealer for financing details. Umited time 
«alid ,hrou9h Au9ust 31. 2020. at participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, 

NY; Suffolk Cty, NY; Westchester Cty, NY; and Buffalo Cty. NY. Also may not be available in other areas. 
Dealer will provide customer with certificate for free Highllne Tall toilet upon purchase of walk-in bath. 
Certificate to be redeemed directly from dealer. Dealer will provide free installation of toilet at time of 

walk-in bath installation. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer.
LO-GCKJ461761-01
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