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Playing with maturity key for 
senior-heavy Stevenson hockey
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Wayne County Parks Director Alicia Bradford talks about the upcoming Wayne County Lightfest on Nov. 2 along Edward 
Hines Drive. Many lighted, animated displays like the one behind Bradford are already set up jn preparation for the event.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Wayne County Lightfest 
ready to mark 27th year
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Fans of the Wayne County Lightfest 
can expect for this year's event to be 
quite similar to the one they know and 
love.

The festival opens the day before 
Thanksgiving and runs Wednesdays 
through Sundays through the end of the 
year. The event, which most people en­
joy from their vehicles, practiced social 
distancing long before it was cool. Some 
of the evenf s people-heavy aspects will 
take a break this year, however.

“If s going to be a little different, but 
almost the same,” said Alicia Bradford,
Wayne County’s parks director. “We 
won’t have the pre-events like we typi­
cally do with our run, walk and bike 
through the lights and our official lights- 
on ceremony. So we won’t have those 
events because of COVID, and we want 
to make sure it’s safe.”

See LIGHTFEST, Page 6A A rocking horse lighted display sits along Edward Hines Drive near Merriman.

CANTON

Gas station 
at former 
farm stand 
not a fit
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Opinions about the rural feel of 
western Canton Township and more 
led the planning commission to rec­
ommend denial of a future land use 
amendment for a proposed gas station 
at a former farm market.

The commission voted unanimous­
ly during its meeting Monday at the 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill to rec­
ommend denial of the proposal for a 
gas station and convenience store at 
the former Mary’s Farm Market on the 
southwest comer of Ford and Beck 
roads.

Several members of the commis­
sion and township community plan­
ner, Patrick Sloan expressed concern 
over the development. The reasoning 
stemmed from the township’s master 
plan that addresses such businesses 
in that area of Canton.

See GAS STATION, Page 6A

Farmington 
Hills chief 
talks 2020 
complaints
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Two females were in a minor crash 
earlier this year, and they apparently 
left the Farmington Hills scene with 
each other’s contact information, 
agreeing there was no reason to call 
police.

Then the one with the damaged car 
texted to say she had received a $200 
estimate to repair a dent and scratches 
on her vehicle.
When she didn’t receive the re­

sponse she hoped for, she mentioned 
that her brother is a Farmington Hills 
police officer.

The police officer tried to reach the 
second person involved in the crash, 
calling three times in quick succession 
without leaving a message.

See COMPLAINTS, Page 6A

Westland clerk: System kept people from voting twice Nov. 3
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A number of voters in Westland 
showed up to vote in person on Election 
Day after previously requesting an ab­
sentee ballot. Later in the day, three of 
those people tried to vote absentee, as 
well.

Clerk Richard LeBlanc is happy to re­
port those attempts were unsuccessful.

The three voters, who all received an 
absentee ballot, did not bring that ballot 
to their local precinct to surrender it to 
election officials.

But, election workers can determine 
if someone already has a ballot regard­
less.

“When (election workers) enter the 
voter’s name, whether they scan it or 
type it, the information within that poll 
book will verify the voter*s status,” Le­
Blanc said. “It may say that they’re ac­
tive and have not received a ballot, it 
may say that they need to be verified for 
their signature or citizenship ... and it 
also would indicate whether or not they

were issued an absentee ballot.”
In such cases, poll workers then call 

the city to confirm whether the absentee 
ballot has been received.

If it has not, the voter can sign an affi­
davit approving the city to spoil the ab­
sentee ballot so it’s not counted even if it

See VOTING, Page 6A
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Plymouth High employee dies from COVID-19
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If Don Lucas had created a start-up 
company, it would have been called 
Smiles, Inc.
A security guard at the Plymouth- 

Canton Educational Park campus for 
the past six years - and a full-time sub­
stitute teacher at the three PCEP high 
schools prior to that - Lucas spread joy 
with his relentless optimism, uplifting 
presence and daily inspirational 
speeches in the Plymouth High School 
cafeteria.

Lucas, 64, died Sunday at St. Mary 
Mercy Hospital in Livonia following a 
three-week battle with COVID-19.
He is survived by his wife, Lauren; 

brother, Dennis; and hundreds of PCEP 
students who he referred to as “his 
kids.”

“I have been overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of support,” Lauren Lucas 
said. “He never said a harsh word to 
anybody. His big saying to kids was, ‘Be 
the change.’ He told the kids they were 
the sunshine and they needed to shine.”

Lucas said her husband became 
symptomatic three weeks before his 
death and the symptoms were harsh 
from the outset. He was intubated 11 
days before his death but continued to 
battle, making brief comebacks before

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
security guard Don Lucas died Nov. 8 
due to complications from COVID-19.
SUBMITTED

the virus ultimately overtook his body.
“The only communication we had 

during the last several days of his life 
were he would text me emojis to tell me 
how much he loved me,” Lucas said. 
“The hospital is overwhelmed with CO- 
VID patients. It’s really, really bad. Peo­
ple need to be careful.

“We lost a great, kind man.”
Don Lucas excelled in the U.S. Air 

Force before working at the Robert Scott 
Correctional facility in Plymouth Town­

ship and the Huron Valley Women’s 
Prison before his retirement in 2012.

“Of his three college degrees, one was 
a teaching certificate, so two years after 
he retired from the prison, he signed up 
to be a substitute teacher because he 
wanted to impact kids’ lives,” Lauren 
Lucas said.
A GoFundMe page set up for Don Lu­

cas was jam-packed with testimonials 
from students whose lives he affected.

“Don touched every student he inter­
acted with,” one former student wrote. 
“I’ve been out of high school for three 
years and I can still remember my first 
interaction with Don. He told our class 
the we were all wonderful people and 
tasked us to do one kind thing for some­
one else every day.

“I’ve lived by Don’s mantra every day 
since. Don’s mission to brighten the day 
of everyone he touched never fell short. 
We will miss you, Don.”

Mallory Luttrell said Lucas’s daily in­
spirational quotes during lunchtime “al­
ways made my day.”

“My friends and I wrote down his 
new quote every day,” Luttrell shared. 
“Everyone always cheered and clapped 
when he was done. He lifted the spirits 
of everyone.”

Justin Rogers said Lucas would “ask 
me about my day and life every single 
day. RIP to my friend Don.”

Canton High School instructor Dave 
Gerlach said Lucas was a spirits-lifter, 
plain and simple.

“I don’t think I ever saw Don in a bad 
mood,” Gerlach said. “And his laugh was 
contagious. It was a Santa Claus laugh. 
He was such a genuinely nice person.

“We see all the numbers on TV every 
night about how many people are infect­
ed with COVID and how many are dying, 
but it doesn’t really sink in until some­
body you know and care for like Don is 
taken from us. It’s just gut-wrenching.”

Plymouth High School instructor 
Scott Thomas said Lucas was a ray of 
sunshine in good times and bad.

“The one memory that I will never 
forget is the day I fell in my classroom 
last year and I hurt my chest, and as the 
EMTs were taking me out to the ambu­
lance, (Don) grabbed and squeezed my 
hand and said, ‘Thomas you got this. Let 
me know if you need anything,’ ” Thom­
as recounted. “Don Lucas was more 
than a great security guard at Plymouth 
High School, he was a great caring and 
compassionate man.”
A celebration of Lucas’s life will be 

held at a later date, Lauren Lucas said.
“We are truly grateful to the staff at 

St. Mary’s Hospital,” she said.
Contact reporter Ed Wright at 

eawright(S)hometownlife.com or 517- 
375-M3.

State rolls out app to track virus exposure
Kristen Jordan Shamus Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Want to know if you’ve been exposed 
to the coronavirus? Now, there’s an app 
for that.

Called MI COVID Alert, the free app 
for iOS and Android smart devices was 
rolled out statewide Monday by the 
state Department of Health and Human 
Services in conjunction with the Michi­
gan Department of Technology, Man­
agement and Budget.

Anyone who has downloaded and 
enabled the app who has been within 6 
feet of another MI COVID Alert user for 
at least 15 minutes in the last 10 days will 
be notified with a push alert if that close 
contact tests positive for the virus.

“We want people to be as safe as they 
can be at this very dangerous time,” said 
Robert Gordon, director of the state 
health department.
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“The most important things people 
can do to protect themselves are wear­
ing masks, particularly when they’re in­
doors, avoiding crowds indoors, social 
distancing regularly and rigorously. 
Those are the most important things,” 
Gordon said. “But there are other things 
people can do to protect themselves. 
And one of them is learn when they’re 
exposed to others who have COVID. The 
sooner you know, the sooner you can get 
tested, the sooner you can quarantine.”

The app could “make a meaningful 
difference in bringing the virus under 
control,” said Gordon, explaining that 
Michigan is now seeing “exponential 
growth in the number of cases, in hospi­
talizations and we also see fatalities ris­
ing. It is extraordinarily alarming.”
On Monday, the state health depart­

ment reported a two-day total of 9,010 
new cases and 62 deaths. *

The seven-day average of new daily 
confirmed cases — 4,559 — is more than 
double what it was at the peak of the 
spring surge. So far in the pandemic, it 
has recorded 216,804 total confirmed 
coronavirus cases and 7,640 deaths.
MI COVID Alert was developed by 

Apple and Google, Gordon said, and is 
anonymous. It does not share names of 
those who have gotten positive corona­
virus test results or people who’ve been 
in contact with confirmed coronavirus 
cases.

It can be downloaded free from Apple 
or Google Play app stores.

Using Bluetooth technology instead 
of GPS to ensure privacy, app users can 
confidentially submit a positive test re­
sult with a randomly generated PIN and 
alert others who’ve recently been close 
by that they may have also been ex­
posed to the virus.

“Bluetooth works without identify­
ing individual users and nobody cap­
tures the information when matches oc­
cur,” Gordon said. “Let’s say that I, Rob­
ert, start feeling sick. I go get tested. I 
am positive and I have the app on my 
phone. Public health will give me a code 
to enter into the app to say that I tested 
positive.

“And at that point, a set of anony­
mous keys will be uploaded to the cloud. 
And that will be matched anonymously

against other phones that were in 
proximity to me prior to my testing 
positive. And if a match occurs, some­
one will receive a notification that they 
were in proximity to someone who 
tested positive.

“They will not receive notification 
that it was me.... They will just receive 
a notice that says you should strongly 
consider getting tested. You should 
strongly consider quarantining.”
App users who had a coronavirus 

exposure may be asked to provide a 
name and phone number to connect 
them with contact tracers at the local 
health, department and provide infor­
mation about local testing sites. How­
ever, submitting those details is volun­
tary, Gordon said.

MI COVID Alert also allows users to 
track their symptoms and will give ad­
vice on what to do to protect them­
selves and the others from the virus, 
which it has so far infected

The app was piloted in Ingham 
County and on the Michigan State 
University Campus in October.

From Oct. 15-Nov. 9, 46,704 people 
downloaded the app — that’s about 
23% of Ingham County residents ages 
18-64 and nearly 16% of the total In­
gham County population, health offi­
cials said.
And more than 40 people in that pi­

lot program have received notifica­
tions so far of coronavirus exposures 
so far, Gordon said.

“This app has the potential to pro­
vide the kind of early exposure notifi­
cation that is critical to preventing the 
spread of the virus,” said Dr. Norman 
Beauchamp Jr., MSU’s executive vice 
president for health sciences, in a 
statement. “In addition to wearing a 
mask, social distancing and getting 
tested, downloading the app is one of 
the most important steps we can take 
to help keep our communities safe.”

The hope is that the app will help 
state and local health officials with the 
contact tracing COVID-19 cases, which 
gets increasingly more difficult as hew 
daily case numbers continue to rise.

In some parts of the state, Gordon 
said, local public health officials are 
overwhelmed.

“We believe deeply in the human di­
mension of contact tracing,” Gordon 
said. “But with so many cases, local 
health departments just can’t keep up 
and this becomes a tool to identify 
contacts when the human contact 
tracing is overwhelmed.

“There are places in the state where 
that is happening.”

Similar coronavirus exposure apps 
also are being used in Virginia, Arizo­
na, New York, Alabama and New Jer­
sey. MI COVID Alert will be compatible 
with those apps as well.

“Gov. (Gretchen) Whitmer talked 
last week on the modeling that shows 
that if we can’t change course of the 
spread of this virus, we may well see 
100 deaths a day, as we did in the 
spring,” Gordon said. “It’s a five-alarm 
fire, and we need to do everything in 
our power to get the virus under con­
trol ... if not for yourself, then for oth-_ „ v

Michigan small 
businesses 
receive nearly 
$100 million in 
COVID-19 grants
Adrienne Roberts Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

More than 14,000 small businesses 
in Michigan impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic have received grants of up 
to $20,000 for expenses such as pay­
roll, rent and utilities, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer announced Tuesday.

Overall, the relief totals nearly $96 
million from money made available 
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security, or CARES, Act. 
The money was sent to Michigan and 
then distributed to 15 local or nonprofit 
economic development organizations 
covering all 83 counties in the state.

“Families across the state depend 
on small businesses for their liveli­
hood, and these grants, combined 
with additional COVID-19 business re­
lief efforts” offered by the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation, 
“have helped to create a strong foun­
dation for Michigan’s long-term eco­
nomic recovery,” Whitmer said in a 
news release.

Earlier on in the pandemic, counties 
rushed to set up the systems to distrib­
ute the funds, worried that if they 
didn’t get money in the hands of local 
businesses quickly, many wouldn’t 
stay open.

While there’s no official count of 
how many businesses in the state have 
closed, nearly 800 small businesses 
with a presence on Yelp’s website and 
mobile app permanently closed their 
doors in metro Detroit since the start 
of the pandemic through mid-July, the 
most recent data available.
Many small businesses that have 

remained open say they are struggling 
due to slower demand and the added 
costs of buying safety equipment.

Of the 14,000 grants, 4,617 went to 
businesses that reported they were 
minority-owned, 6,314 reported as 
woman-owned, and 743 reported as 
veteran-owned, with some businesses 
selecting multiple categories.

At least 30% of the funds were re­
quired to go to women-owned, minor­
ity-owned or veteran-owned busi­
nesses as a part of the Michigan Small 
Business Restart Program.

Whitmer, in the news release, called 
for more financial support.

“We still need the president and 
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell to work across the aisle on 
a bipartisan recovery package that will 
provide support for our famifies, front­
line workers and small businesses,” 
she said.
A full list of the businesses that re­

ceived the grants can be found at 
www.michiganbusiness.org/about- 
medc/covidl9/restart.

More resources for Michigan busi­
nesses are fisted at www.michigan- 
business.org/covidl9.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION
PROPOSED ACTION: 
APPLICANT:
DATE OF HEARING: 
TIME OF HEARING: 
PLACE OF HEARING:

Special Land Use Consideration
Mr. Ben Arcenal, Home for Mom and Dad Assisted Living Facilit 
Wednesday, December 9,2020 
7:00 P.M.
Plymouth Township Hall Offices, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township 
of Plymouth has received an application requesting Special Land Use consideration and 
approval on Tax ID No. R-78-028-99-0001-000 and R-78-028-99-0002-000, pursuant to 
Zoning Ordinance No. 99, as amended. The property is generally located on the south side ol 
Plymouth Road, due west of Eckles Road and is zoned the C-2, General Commercial district. 
Section 13.2 of the Zoning Ordinance permits assisted living facilities as a Special Land Use 
m the C-2 district.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that persons interested may attend the public hearing 
andAir send correspondence regarding the application to Plymouth Township Hall, attn.: 
Carol Martin. Pertinent information relative to the application is on file at the Plymouth 
Township, Public Services Department (second floor counter) and may be viewed during 
regular business hours from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.
The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services to individuals with disabilities at the public hearing upon one week’s advance notice
48170-^LTsW^Ol116 Supervis0r,s 0ffice’ 9955 N- UaSgerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan

Kendra Barberena,
Secretary, Planning Commission 
Publish: November 15,2020



MercyElite Sports Performance held its fifth annual Justice Bowl on Nov. 7 at This year, teams also adopted some precautions, like masks and some social
Total Sports Wixom. photos courtesy of Schoolcraft college distancing, because of concerns related to the coronavirus pandemic.

Police, veterans play in youth flag football game
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Who doesn’t love a little football in 
the fall?

In an effort to build positive and 
healthy community relationships, Mer­

cyElite Sports Performance held its fifth 
annual Justice Bowl Nov. 7. The game 
brings local law enforcement and veter­
ans together with sixth- to lOth-grade 
students for a flag football tournament.

The free event, held around Veterans 
Day every year, is meant to promote the

values of justice, mercy, courage, stew­
ardship, reverence and integrity among 
local youth. Six teams play in the tour­
nament, one named after each value. 
This year, teams also adopted some pre­
cautions, like masks and some distanc­
ing, because of the pandemic.

MercyElite, part of St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital in Livonia, has two Livonia lo­
cations — one at 13245 Newburgh and 
the other in the Kirksey Recreation Cen­
ter at 15100 Hubbard. However, Satur­
day’s game took place at Total Sports 
Wixom.

New Michigan bills aim 
to help veterans find work
Focus on cutting red tape 
for military members, 
family after relocating
Paul Egan Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

LANSING - On the eve of Veterans 
Day, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and law­
makers from both parties announced 
legislation Tuesday they said will make 
it easier for military members, veterans 
and their families to get jobs in Michi­
gan.

The package of bills will make it easi­
er for them to get professional licensing 
when they move to Michigan from other 
states, cutting fees and red tape to 
speed transfers, officials said.

Active military members are trans­
ferred frequently and it is often difficult 
for their spouses or children to quickly 
get work in a different state after a 
move.

“Spouses that are seeking employ­
ment ... are disrupted every time they 
move,” said Major Gen. Paul Rogers, di­
rector of the Michigan Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs and adju­
tant general of the Michigan National 
Guard.

The bills will ease such moves to 
Michigan, affecting doctors, nurses, en­
gineers, accountants, social workers, 
plumbers, skilled trades people and 
many others who require professional 
licensing.

In addition to helping the military, “it 
will help our economy,” Whitmer said.

“I want to thank all the great men and 
women who have put their lives on the 
line for others in this state.”

Veterans are already eligible for ini­
tial license, registration, or application 
fee waivers for professional occupa­
tions regulated under the Occupational 
Code and the Skilled Trades Regulation 
Act. This legislation will expand present 
fee waivers under those acts to include 
dependents of veterans and those on 
active duty. Fee waivers will also be ex­
tended to health professions licensed 
under the Public Health Code. A depen­
dent is defined as a spouse or child un­
der the age of 26.

The 30-foot-tall deteriorating 
Michigan War Veterans Memorial near 
the now-abandoned State Fairgrounds 
in Detroit as it looked in 2017.
DETROIT FREE PRESS FILE

Also Tuesday, Whitmer asked Presi­
dent Donald Trump to extend federal 
pay and benefits for the use of Michigan 
National Guard personnel to assist in 
the fight against the coronavirus, 
through March 31

Currently, federal funding is ap­
proved through the end of the year.

“The Michigan National Guard re­
mains a crucial part of the state’s emer­
gency response to the COVID-19 pan­
demic, and the Guard is vital to our on­
going recovery as well,” Whitmer said in 
a news release.

“Michigan, as in many other states, is 
experiencing a marked incline in our 
COVID-19 positive cases across the 
state. To provide a thorough response, 
Michigan has been heavily relying on 
the Michigan National Guard’s efforts to 
perform widespread testing and screen­
ing, distributing personal protective 
equipment, and assisting at numerous 
food banks across the state.”
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Ohio island cops sued over excessive force
Westland resident 
alleges no warning 
before body slam
Omar Abdel-Baqui Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

When Westland residents Monica 
Gulledge and Lyle Taylor headed to Put­
in-Bay, Ohio, in May, they sought what 
many do when they go to the village on a 
Lake Erie island: a fun vacation, said 
their attorney, Yen Johnson.

Instead, a police officer body- 
slammed Gulledge from behind sud­
denly and without warning, injuring the 
petite woman, while he was responding 
to an unrelated incident, according to a 
lawsuit filed last week on behalf of the 
couple in the U.S. District Court of the 
Northern District of Ohio.

Afterward, according to court docu­
ments, Taylor was assaulted by an offi­
cer and placed under arrest. The couple, 
who are both Black, is suing three police 
officers and the Village of Put-in-Bay for 
excessive use of force, false arrest and 
assault and battery for the incident that 
happened on May 24.

The lawsuit is one of two filed last 
week by Johnson, a Detroit-based attor­
ney, that allege that the Put-in-Bay Po­

lice Department has "a practice of mis­
conduct that gave rise to routinely mak­
ing false arrests and uses of excessive 
force” and that the department fails to 
adequately train and supervise officers.

Put-in-Bay is a village with fewer 
than 200 residents located on Ohio’s 
South Bass Island. It is a popular vaca­
tion destination for people in Michi­
gan’s Lower Peninsula and Ohio. It’s 
about 2& hours from Detroit (including a 
ferry ride). Cars are scant on the island, 
and golf carts are a commonly used 
mode of transportation there.

“The village vigorously denies all al­
legations of misconduct,” Put-in-Bay 
Police Chief James Kimble wrote in an 
email to the Free Press. He declined to 
comment any further.

In a separate lawsuit filed in federal 
court, two of the same officers named in 
the Gulledge suit are alleged to have 
pulled over four vacationing family 
members and friends from Ohio who 
were driving a golf cart on June 6. All 
four plaintiffs are Black.

In that case, officers pointed a gun at 
the unarmed vacationers, one of whom 
was in handcuffs, and used a Taser mul­
tiple times on two of them, according to 
the suit.

All four of the plaintiffs — Diamone 
Wilson, Ryan Hollingshed, Panzie Hunt­
er and Paris Hunter of Sandusky, Ohio 
— were detained at a point, and Hol­

lingshed was "forced by armed officers 
to walk to a transport ship on the other 
side of the island from the police station 
while in handcuffs and shackles” before 
being transported to the county jail, the 
lawsuit states.

“We’ve got to put an end to systemic 
racism,” Johnson said. “I’m not indict­
ing all police officers, thaf s not my job. 
But it is my job to call out cops that abso­
lutely break the law like these did.”

He added that no weapons or narcot­
ics were involved in either incident.

Johnson said his clients in both suits 
were either never charged or had 
charges dismissed by the Ottawa Coun­
ty Prosecutor’s Office.

The situation involving the Ohio 
group began when officers pulled over a 
golf cart for failing to stop at a stop sign 
and for having too many people on the 
cart.

While writing a citation, one of the 
officers, Michael Russo, indicated that 
he saw one vacationer pass an item to 
Wilson, subsequently placing her in 
handcuffs.

No illegal item was ever found, ac­
cording to the complaint.

Wilson’s brother, Hollingshed, asked 
why his sister was handcuffed and then 
another officer moved to place him in 
handcuffs, according to the complaint 
and video from the incident reviewed by 
the Free Press.

Hollingshed backed away, put his 
hands in the air and asked what he did, 
and Russo rushed over to him and seem­
ingly fell on his way to cuff him.

“As Russo got to his feet, he suddenly 
took out his firearm, pointed it at (the 
plaintiffs), threatened to shoot them 
and inexplicably yelled at them to ‘get 
back,’ ” according to the federal com­
plaint.

The plaintiffs “pleaded with Russo to 
lower his weapon and continued to re­
assure him that nobody was armed or 
being aggressive, but Russo refused to 
do so,” according to the lawsuit.

As backup arrived, two subjects, who 
both had their hands in the air, were 
tased, the lawsuit states.

Chief Kimble told the Toledo Blade 
that none of the officers involved in the 
lawsuits are currently employed by the 
department. Russo could not be 
reached for comment.

The Ohio plaintiffs were brought into 
a holding cell at the Put-in-Bay Police 
Department at about 9 p.m. Three were 
released at 3:30 a.m. without being ar­
raigned or advised of any charges 
against them. Hollingshed was trans­
ferred to mainland Ohio, to the Ottawa 
County Jail, and later had charges 
against him dropped, according to the 
lawsuit.

Defendants in both lawsuits are 
seeking $75,000.

Giraffe living 
the high life 
at Detroit Zoo

The showroom of the new Sleepyhead Mattresses & More in Westland, photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

John Glenn alumna opens 
mattress shop, boutique

Sleepyhead 
Mattresses 
owner Oriana 
Albrecht 
talks about 
opening up 
her brick- 
and-mortar 
shop after 
being an 
online 
retailer for 
awhile.

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For Oriana Albrecht, opening two 
separate stores in one is all about effi­
ciency. Opening up both Sleepyhead 
Mattresses & More and Dreambox Bou­
tique in the same spot is a unique look 
but is one that’s worked so far in West- 
land.

The John Glenn High School alumna 
and current Plymouth resident shifted 
from being just an online retailer to hav­
ing a brick-and-mortar location, open­
ing during the height of shutdown this 
spring at 37816 Ford Road in Westland 
inside a former party store.

“I opened this a year ago online and it 
blew up,” she said of Dreambox Bou­
tique. "We have a website. We have an 
app now. It's been nuts.”

The two businesses that operate un­
der one roof sell mattresses, clothing 
and home decor. The south end of the 
shop has mattresses ranging in sizes 
from twin to king for sale, while the 
north end has clothing racks holding 
jeans, tops and more. Home decor and 
seasonal merchandise is also up for 
sale.

She originally thought of operating 
two storefronts in the building — locat­
ed on the north side of Ford Road be­
tween Newburgh and Hix — but ulti­
mately decided to go with just one store­
front.

“The boutique stuff ended up taking 
over the house,” she said. “That’s why I 
ended up here.

“It works because the people that 
come in for mattresses see this side and
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the people that come here see that side. 
It definitely works.”

She said she’s looked to open such a 
physical location for about a year. Con­
struction took several months and was 
completed in the spring, allowing Al­
brecht to open her doors to the public as 
much as she could because of restric­
tions put into place because of CO- 
VID-19 in the spring.

Between offering curbside pickup 
and eventually opening the doors, Al­
brecht said she kept customers moving 
in and out from the property until she 
could open the doors for shopping.

“We were trying whatever we could,” 
she said. "We were very busy.”

The clothing selection, which is 
mostly women’s but does include 
some men’s and children’s, come in 
small batches and are fairly unique. If 
a customer sees something they like, 
Albrecht said, they ought to purchase 
it.

“I usually only get a minimal quan­
tity and once they’re sold, they’re 
sold," she said. “I don’t get it again. 
We’re not like the typical stores where 
they get mass quantities.”

The shop is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday. Those looking to shop 
online can visit sleepyheadmattress- 
es.com and dreamboxboutique.com.

Nisa Khan Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Detroit Zoo has a new, tall 
friend.

Zara the giraffe, a 2-year-old 
female, came from an Illinois zoo to 
join the Detroit family this fall. Before 
Zara could join her fellow giraffes, she 
had to go through a mandatory and 
customary quarantine for several 
weeks.

But now she can stroll and gallop 
along Mpenzi, Kivuli and Jabari in the 
zoo’s African Grassland habitat.

Scott Carter, the chief life science 
officer for the Detroit Zoological Soci­
ety, said in a news release that Zara 
has a calm demeanor and “seems ea­
ger to leam new things.”

The Association of Zoos and Aquar­
iums Species Survival Program sug­
gested Zara move to the Detroit Zoo on 
a breeding recommendation. The pro­
gram’s goal is to ensure healthy, ge­
netically diverse captive animal popu­
lations.

The declining number of giraffes 
prompted the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature to put the spe­
cies on the "vulnerable” list in 2016.

Giraffes lost around 40% of their 
population in the last 30 years.

“There is serious conservation con­
cern with wild giraffe populations due 
to poaching, loss of habitat, and the ef­
fects of war and civil unrest across Af­
rica. We believe the giraffes at the De­
troit Zoo are strong ambassadors for 
their cousins in the wild,” Carter said.

The Detroit Zoo is open to the public 
by reservation, which is limited to six 
people per group.

Giraffe Zara peeks around Kivuli in 
her new home at the Detroit Zoo.
COURTESY OF CHRISTINA ROSS
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Complaints
Continued from Page 1A

The female on the other end never picked up and 
later filed a complaint with the police department. She 
alleged the other driver was using her police officer 
brother as leverage so she would pay for the repairs.

“She told me he ‘was trying to help,’ ” the complain­
ant wrote to police. “1 felt scared. I was afraid to answer 
and did not understand why he would need to call me.”

The February complaint was deemed unfounded, 
but internal investigators ruled that the police officer’s 
involvement “does give an improper appearance.”

“His action did result in us sitting down and having 
a conversation with him and explaining the situation 
that the appearance of impropriety was not something 
that the Farmington Hills Police Department stands 
for,” Chief Jeff King said during a recent interview, 
adding that police officers are held to high standards.
He has “unequivocally” condemned the actions of 

the Minneapolis police officers who killed George 
Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man, in May, prompting 
protests throughout the nation.

Throughout the department, there have been reit­
erations of oaths and reminders of the department’s 
duty-to-intervene policy, which demands Farmington 
Hills' approximately 100 officers take a stand if they 
witness any law enforcer’s misconduct or use of exces­
sive force. There has been the continued push for cul­
tural awareness and sensitivity training.

However, stories of officers versus people of color 
continue to happen across America.

Police can’t please everyone
“None of us are perfect,” King said. "There’s things 

that in any profession — doctors, teachers — where 
there’s misconduct or there’s criminal behavior.

“The difference is police officers are held to a much 
higher standard. We take an oath to not only hold oth­
ers accountable but to live our lives both on-duty and 
off-duty beyond reproach. We should be serving as the 
standard. When we don’t, it does have a heightened 
level of scrutiny.”

A Farmington Hills police officer conducts a traffic 
stop near Orchard Lake and 11 Mile roads.
COURTESY OF FARMINGTON HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Since summer’s protests, Hometown Life has been 
filing Freedom of Information Act requests with metro 
Detroit law enforcement agencies to review 2020 civil­
ian complaints.

King, during the recent interview, was responding 
to four complaints filed and resolved by early Septem­
ber. Partially redacted, they include the Orchard Lake 
traffic incident and these other complaints:

• A female saying in March a dispatcher"s response 
was "childish, useless and condescending” when she 
called 9U to say Livonia police had been stalking her 
for 10 years because of her rape complaint. Formal con­
clusion: “Upon review there is no unprofessional inter­
actions with the dispatchers. In fact, I was unable to 
determine what exactly in her 911 calls she was trying 
to report.”

• A male was released from custody in June. Police 
returned his property but the person leaving custody 
said his earbuds were missing. Formal conclusion: The 
earbuds were never taken during the booking process. 
Some shoelace clips were mistakenly identified and 
documented as earbuds. “When we confronted him 
with that information, he retracted the complaint," 
said King, adding that complaints remain on file after 
resolution. “Just because the officer didn’t do anything 
wrong, doesn’t necessarily mean that we won’t have a 
conversation with them. Just because it doesn’t result

in discipline doesn’t mean it can’t result in improved 
performance.”

• A female filed a July harassment complaint be­
cause she claimed a female officer stopped her “with­
out clear reason” near Nine Mile and Farmington 
roads. “I was not breaking any traffic laws,” she wrote. 
“This officer has been to my home on a few occasions, 
and I feel this was harassment.” According to an in­
vestigator’s report, the officer had checked on the driv­
er’s license plate and learned of an outstanding Detroit 
warrant before making the traffic stop. An open wine 
bottle was found in the vehicle. Formal conclusion: 
“There is no indication at all of any form of harass­
ment. The stop and actions taken by (the officer) were 
completely justified,” a captain wrote. King noted that 
the officer temporarily removed the complainant’s 
handcuffs because of discomfort, allowed her to make 
phone calls and only warned her about the open in­
toxicants. “There were significant efforts on behalf of 
(the officer) to treat that complainant with the utmost 
respect,” the chief said.

In retrospect
The police department investigated eight com­

plaints, including one internally-generated grievance, 
in 2018. Two were sustained, including the internal 
one, which was started by a police supervisor and con­
cluded with a suspension. The other sustained com­
plaint, generated by a citizen, resulted in verbal coun­
seling for the officer.

There were seven complaints, with two internally- 
generated grievances, in 2019. One of the internal com­
plaints was substantiated that year and the employee 
was counseled.

King recalled meeting with hundreds of protesters 
last summer near 11 Mile and Orchard Lake roads. 
Some were screaming and yelling, asking questions 
and making demands. King said he explained his de­
partment’s responsibilities and procedures, and most 
of the crowd seemed appreciative and accepting.

“The majority of the citizenry clearly and over­
whelmingly not only support us, but they support and 
expect us to hold ourselves accountable,” King said. 
“That’s what they’re looking for and that’s what they 
have here in Farmington Hills.”

Voting
Continued from Page 1A

is turned in, a method that is successful most of the 
time.

In 2018, one Westland resident managed to vote 
twice in one election, which was later caught by the 
Michigan Secretary of State office, according to Le- 
Blanc.

LeBlanc said he has faith in Michigan, Wayne Coun­
ty and Westland election officials. Amid some stated 
public distrust of the country’s voting system, LeBlanc 
said attempts to “game” or “test” the system by trying 
to vote twice are illegal. He also noted that, uncommon 
as it may be, some people do manage to cheat the sys­
tem.

In Michigan, violators can be charged with a felony 
that can include four years of prison time and a $2,000 
fine. Voter fraud cases are pursued by the Michigan At­

torney General’s office, not the city. Presently, the city 
has not reported the three attempts of voter fraud to 
the state.

“Someone is always trying to break the system or 
test it,” LeBlanc said. “I think Michigan has an excep­
tionally good process to process ballots. None of our 
systems in the state are connected to the internet dur­
ing that time that actual voting is happening, so you 
can’t hack it that way.”

With the protections Michigan has in place, Le­
Blanc said he thinks it is a safe state in which to vote.

“Elections are safe, they are secure,” he said. "The 
system that we use is proven around the country and, 
at the same time, it’s a human process. Because it’s a 
human process and humans do certain things, there 
can be an opportunity for something to not go exactly 
as expected. But, not to the extent that it would com­
promise the election itself or the process itself.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Lightfest
Continued from Page 1A

Though people will miss out on the pre-events, 
food service and Santa Shelter, they will see some 
new displays on the four-mile route along Edward 
Hines Drive, which starts at Merriman Hollow Park 
in Westland.

“Since Lightfest will be 27 years old this season, 
there are some older displays that have reached their 
life’s end,” Bradford said. “We try to cycle out and re­
place some displays at least every two years."

County parks staff usually spend six to eight 
weeks setting up the displays every year. Bradford 
said the county aims to make the festival something 
anyone can enjoy.

“It’s a fantastic event for families or really anyone 
to get out and bring on the holiday spirit, and we defi­
nitely need it during this pandemic now,” she said.

During the coming holiday season, Bradford said 
the county is expecting big crowds.

“We are actually expecting more people because 
you can safely stay in your car,” she said. “People 
want to get out. You know, we were on stay-at-home 
early on and people are still managing staying at 
home, so something that will allow you to just have a 
nice, fun evening out, we’re thinking, we’ll have more 
attendance.”

Starting Nov. 25, the Lightfest’s hours will be 
7-10 p.m. Wednesday through Friday and 6-10 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Tickets cost $5 per vehicle and 
can be purchased at 7651 Merriman Road, the route’s 
starting point. It is closed Christmas Day.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker- 
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her 
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 
times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237 or 

detroitobits@gannett.com 
for further details.

The Canton Township planning commission has recommended denial of a proposed gas station at the 
former Mary’s Farm Market at the southwest corner of Ford and Beck roads, john heider/hometownlife.com

Gas station
Continued from Page 1A

The request was to change the classification from 
medium-low density residential to general commer­
cial. Doing so, Sloan said, would require several steps 
that appear to be inconsistent with the township’s 
comprehensive plan, including trying to keep the ru­
ral character of the western part of Canton.

“Based on those policies, the proposed application 
to change the site from medium-low density residen­
tial to general commercial is not supported by the ex­
isting policies,” Sloan said.

Mary Hauk, the owner of the property who oper­
ated the market for more than 25 years, moved out of 
Canton after her family farm operated in western 
Wayne County for nearly 100 years. She decided last 
year to not reopen the farm market, saying it was not 
financially viable to do so.

“I don’t think it’s too far-fetched putting some­
thing there to accommodate the neighborhood," she 
said. “It would be there to service the west side of 
Canton and the people that are there.

"I was hoping to at least have the ability and open- 
mindedness.”

Several commissioners said the idea was good, but 
that it did not follow township planning and they did 
not want to set precedent for making such changes.

“I love the idea. I’m sure there’s a big need with all 
the homes over there now,” said Commissioner Alan 
Okon. “But to me, it just doesn’t follow the master plan. 
When the master plan is looked at again, there could 
be a need for some of this."

Commission chairman Greg Greene told Hauk to 
appeal the decision to the township board, which has 
final say on such matters.

He said the board felt the proposal just did not fit in 
that area of Canton based on what was already on the 
books.

“Please understand that this denial is not because 
we hate the property or we hate you or anything else 
about it," he said. "It's just that as Patrick as alluded to, 
the township had a design for the western part of the 
township and to this point, we haven’t seen fit to devi­
ate from that in terms of corner uses. That’s where 
we’re at right now.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@ 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728.
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Obituaries
Edward Paul Ostin

PLYMOUTH - Edward 
Paul Ostin, of Plymouth,
Michigan died November 
4, 2020 at the age of 82 
after a hard-fought bat­
tle with cancer. Edward 
was married to the love 
of his life and best friend,
Sharon Ostin for over 30 
years. Edward and Sha­
ron have five children - 
Catherine (John) Bishop,
Kimberly (Bill) Shaffstall, Edward Ostin, Michael 
(Renee) Ostin and Mattliew Nettie (deceased); six 
grandchildren, Alison, Kyle, Bradley, Ryan, Edward 
(EJ) and Cassandra and three great-grandchildren, 
Crosby, Vivian and Dakota. He is also survived 
by his dear brother, Eugene Ostin (Liz Wells) of 
Virginia and sister in-law, Lorene (Paul) Michal- 
ski of Florida. He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Emmeline and father, Edward Ostin.
Edward proudly served a 40-plus year career 

in public service with die Birmingham, Michi­
gan Police Department and retiring in the year 
2000 as Chief of the Department. Sharon and 
Ed loved spending time at their home on Torch 
Lake and their home in Peoria, Arizona. He was 
an avid outdoorsman who really enjoyed fishing 
and hunting. Edward had a great sense of humor, 
had an infectious laugh and was dearly loved by 
all who knew him.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations 

to the U of M Rogel Cancer Center, 1500 East 
Medical Center Dr., CCGC 6-303, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48109-0944 or The Birmingham First United 
Methodist Church - Hunger Mission, 1589 W. 
Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009.

Harold TUrner
Harold Dan Turn­

er, born June 16, 1937 
passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by his fami­
ly on November 5, 2020 
at the age of 83. Coming 
from a railroad family,
Harold worked as an en­
gineer for 40 years based 
out of Detroit.
Harold and Susie lived 

in Garden City when they 
got married in 1957. Starting in 1968, they spent 
summers at Otsego Lake. After retirement in 1996, 
Harold and Susie moved permanently to Otsego 
Lake. This year, they moved to Zeeland, Michi­
gan to be closer to children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren.
Preceding him in death are his parents, Othel 

and Florine Turner; sisters, Paulette Groh, Shirley 
Matevia and his constant companion, his black 
lab “Buddy Deuce”.
Harold is survived by his loving wife of 63 years, 

Agnes “Susie” Turner; son, David Turner; daughter, 
Dawn (Paul) Stephenson; grandchildren, Aman­
da (Dan) Stuk; great-grandchildren, Tinley and 
Maisy Stuk; brothers, Caroll (Candy) Turner, Jerry 
(Karen) Turner, James (Kathy) Turner; sisters, 
Mary Ellen (Bobby) Cook, June Pichini, and many 
close friends.
A celebration of Harold’s life and his sister Shir­

ley’s is being planned for next summer. Cremation 
has taken place. Harold was a true animal lover so 
in lieu of flowers, please consider making a dona­
tion to the Harbor Humane Society, 14345 Bagley 
St. West Olive, MI 49460. Arrangements are by 
Dykstra Funeral Homes-Downtown Chapel. To 
sign an on-line registry or leave a memory please 
visit www.dykstrafuneralhome.com

Funeral Home
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Groves forfeits postseason after eligibility issue arises
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Birmingham Public Schools an­
nounced Tuesday that Groves’ football 
season is over after the athletic depart­
ment “incorrectly interpreted an eligi­
bility rule.”

According to the Michigan High

School Athletic Association, Groves was 
forced to forfeit both of its prior playoff 
games and its upcoming district final 
against Warren Mott, scheduled for Fri­
day.

Spokesman Geoff Kimmerly said he 
is still awaiting word from the MHSAA 
regarding if Groves will be forced to for­
feit any 2020 regular-season contests.

Birmingham Public Schools released

this statement:
“Today, following conversations with 

MHSAA, it was determined that the Bir­
mingham Groves Athletics Department 
incorrectly interpreted an eligibility 
rule. With this knowledge and subse­
quent conversations with the MHSAA, 
our governing body for high school 
sports, Groves varsity football will be 
forfeiting the next contest with Warren

Mott and the Groves football season will 
come to an end.

"We are extremely saddened that this 
has occurred but thank our senior lead­
ership and the dedicated coaching staff 
for all they have done this season. This 
is not an ideal way to end the season but 
we do hope our players can be proud of

See FORFEIT, Page 2B

BOYS CROSS COUNTRYERASING THE PAIN
Plymouth’s Patrick Byrnes pushes through 
injury, finishes third at Division 1 state meet
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Patrick Byrnes was not 100 percent 
heading into the final cross country 
meet of his high school career.

Over the course of his senior season 
at Plymouth, he suffered through an 
Achilles strain. And while he was still 
finding his way near the top of the lea- 
derboard in each race, finishing third at 
regionals, he knew it was not the way he 
had pictured ending his career.

But heading into the state meet at 
Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn, Byrnes knew, no matter what 
shape he was in, he was going to give it 
all he had, no matter the cost.

“My physical therapist, he was like 
'Go all out as you can,’ ” Byrnes said. 
“ ‘You will probably re-strain it and make 
it worse, but we have four months for 
you to rest and recover until track. It’s 
more than enough time.’ ”

The Plymouth senior said his Achilles 
began to hurt a mile and a half into the 
race, getting worse and worse each step 
he took. He ended up losing pace with 
Ann Arbor Skyline senior Hobbs Kessler.

In the final stretch, Byrnes erased the 
pain from his mind and pushed.

“When I finally decided the pain 
wasn’t that bad - like it was bad, but it 
wasn't anything that was tom or any­
thing - I continued to push it and go 
through," Byrnes said. “Especially at the 
end, I sprinted for the first time for four 
weeks, five weeks. That was pretty pain­
ful at the end.”

The Plymouth senior finished third in 
the Division 1 boys cross country state 
meet, improving upon his fifth-place 
finish in 2019 by seven seconds with a 
time of 15 minutes, 25.66 seconds.

“He could not have done any more 
than he did today,” Plymouth head coach 
Jonathan Mikosz said. “With not being 
able to do workouts for the past two 
weeks, he wasn’t going to be able to go 
with Hobbs. He was out in no-man’s 
land, and that is a hard place to be.

“He could have done one of two 
things today: he could have done really, 
really good or really, really bad. I’m glad. 
This is probably the best we could have 
expected.”

Mikosz said in a program built upon

See BYRNES, Page 2B

Grimacing in pain from an Achilles injury, Plymouth senior Patrick Byrnes finishes 
third in the MHSAA Division 1 boys cross country state meet Nov. 6 at Michigan 
International Speedway, john heider/hometownlife.com

HOCKEY KLAA EAST PREVIEW

Playing with maturity key for senior-heavy Stevenson
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Michigan high school hockey 
season is nearly here.
Teams from around the area are pre­

paring for the 2020-21 season, sched­
uled to begin Nov. 16, with the goal to 
make the state finals at USA Hockey 
Arena in March.

Here’s a look at what teams in the 
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion East division look like heading into 
the 2020-21 season.

Livonia Stevenson
Head coach: David Mitchell, 13th 

season
2019-20 record: 25-3-1, first in KLAA 

East; lost to Trenton, 5-1, in the Division 
2 state quarterfinal

Livonia Stevenson senior defenseman 
Nick Justice will play a major role for 
the Spartans in 2020-21. JOHN heider/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTO

Season opener: vs. Hartland, 8 p.m. 
Nov. 25

Key returners: Senior defenseman 
Nick Justice, senior forward Brenden 
Heard, senior goalie Brenden Stroble

Season outlook: Livonia Steven­
son’s goal each season is to win its last 
game. The Spartans failed to do that 
during the 2019-20 season, falling to 
Trenton in the state quarterfinal, 5-L

But head coach David Mitchell said it 
has been a long six months since then. 
And while the Trenton loss remains at 
the back of the team’s mind as motiva­
tion, the team has to start from the be­
ginning.

“You have to hit the reset button. You 
have to go back to fundamentals. You 
have to go back to your values and your 
core beliefs,” Mitchell said. “And I think 
we have done that.”

In the 2020-21 season, Stevenson 
will be senior-heavy, returning 13 ju­
niors from last year’s KLAA East first- 
place finisher, including defenseman 
and leading scorer Nick Justice and 
starting goalie Brenden Stroble.

While having so many returners is a

“luxury” for Mitchell, his goal is to look 
internally, not only at how good this 
team is, but how good they could be 
with one more year of development.

“We’re going to have to make sure we 
build and evolve and not continue to do 
some of the things that we did that put 
us in some precarious situations last 
year,” Mitchell said. “We’re going to have 
to make sure we play a mature brand of 
hockey and we play like a mature team.”

Salem
Head coach: Ryan Ossenmacher, 

14th season
2019-20 record: 18-11, second in 

KLAA East; lost to Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral, 6-1, in the Division 1 state quarterfi­
nal

Season opener: at Canton, 7:30 p.m.

See KLAA EAST, Page 3B
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FOOTBALLGroves exacts revenge vs. rival Seaholm

Groves celebrates its district semifinal win against Seaholm on Nov. 7 - a result that would later be nullified 
because of Groves’ forfeiting its postseason results, ben szilagy/special to hometownlife.com

Ben Szilagy
Special to Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A month has gone by since Seaholm senior Caleb 
Knoer stripped Groves senior Jared Mangham on a go- 
ahead touchdown near the end zone, ultimately result­
ing in Seaholm’s spoil of Groves’ homecoming.

The Falcons (5-3) have been stewing on that play, 
and that moment ever since.

“We messed up in the first game, we know that,” 
Groves senior Myles Mooyoung said. “We just wanted 
to come out here and focus on being the best Groves 
team we can be. The rest takes care of itself.”

On Nov. 7, Groves left the field feeling much differ­
ent, beating Seaholm, 30-21, to advance in the MHSAA 
Division 2 playoffs.

Groves was scheduled to take on Warren Mott in the 
district finals but forefeited the game Tuesday.

"We were so hurt last year losing to those guys,” 
Groves coach Brendan Flaherty said. “(Seaholm) took 
it to us last time. There was some Twitter stuff, and 
other things; we were fired up. We put our sole focus on 
beating Seaholm this week.

“The guy who wins will always cheer last."
Seaholm (5-3) jumped on Groves early, after Mang­

ham chased down Maples wide receiver Michael Allen, 
who caught a pass on trick play from behind in similar 
fashion to Week 4. On the next play, Groves threw the 
ball behind the line of scrimmage and Seaholm defen­
sive linemen Jake LaBarre recovered it for an early 7-0 
lead.

Groves started a defensive affair then after forcing a 
three-and-out the next series. When Seaholm punted, 
Groves senior Stavros Panes returned the punt 75- 
yards to regain the momentum immediately.
Two offsides penalties on the extra point led to Fla­

herty thinking about going for two with a quarterback 
sneak with Kaleb Gamer for a 8-7 lead midway through 
the first quarter.

“It was a no brainer,” Flaherty said. “If you’re a yard 
and a half away from the goal line, you might as well try 
to get it. Then you can get their offense chasing you, 
and chasing points.”

The game plan after that was just to be as stout as 
possible on defense. The Falcons wanted to key on the 
Maples’ fullback every play and force Seaholm to run

into the teeth of the defense or into its backside pur­
suit.

Seaholm wasn’t able to sustain many drives in the 
first half only getting three first downs before the 
Groves offense found its stride.
Gamer went to work in the second quarter connect­

ing on two big passes to Panos to put the Falcons in the 
red zone. Three plays later, he found his tight end 
Orion Kendra over the middle on a 17-yard touchdown 
pass for a 15-7 lead.

Gamer opened the second half with his natural 
ability to keep plays alive, finding Mangham for a 13- 
yard pass, three plays after the receiver scampered for 
25 yards on a reverse. Gamer then capped the seven- 
play drive, finding Kendra again for a 22-yard touch­
down. Panos converted the two-point conversion for a 
23-7 lead with 8:06 left in the third quarter.

“We were just trying to stay on schedule, and stay 
ahead of the chains when we could. Seaholm is a very, 
very good team. When we can stay ahead of the 
chains, that helps us out,” Flaherty said.

Seaholm’s Achilles’ heel is it doesn’t have an explo­
sive offense. Instead, it’s methodical and slowly 
chums up yards, even though it can be hard to stop.

The Maples were able to score on the next drive as 
Seaholm marched down the field in 11-plays in over six

minutes before Knoer scored on a four-yard run. The 
Maples trailed 23-15 with 1:52 left in the third quarter.

The Maples also stopped Groves multiple times, 
even after the Falcons converted a fake punt deep in its 
own territory to keep the game alive and pinning 
Groves deep with good punts. Late in the fourth quar­
ter Seaholm cut back into the lead, 23-21, on a 11-yard 
sweep by William McBride.

The two-point conversion failed with 2:47 left in the 
game.

Groves’s offense was stopped again and Seaholm 
had an opportunity to march down the field to take the 
lead with 1:41 left in the game. But The Falcon’s defense 
wanted to make the Maples uncomfortable, and force 
them to pass to stall the offense.

“It felt good that (Seaholm) had to finally pass the 
ball. They bragged so much that they only threw once 
to beat us last time. It felt good to force them to throw, 
to get that pick,” Mooyoung said.
On third down, Knoer rolled to his left and chucked 

the ball deep down field into double coverage. Mang­
ham tipped the ball, and Mooyoung completed the in­
terception and returned it 35-yards to seal the game for 
a 30-21 win with 23 second remaining.

Send game results and stats to Liv-Sports@ 
hometownlife.com.

ForfeitRemainder of South Lyon’s season 
canceled due to coronavirus
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The South Lyon athletic department announced 
Wednesday that its football season has been canceled 
due to the coronavirus.

The Lions were scheduled to host North Farmington 
in the district final Friday.

“As with many other organizations across the state, 
our district continues to process cases of persons who 
tested positive or probable positive for the unprece­
dented COVID-19 virus," South Lyon Athletic Director 
Mike Teagan said in a statement. “Working with the 
Oakland County Health Department, the response to 
these cases and associated contact tracing can have an 
unintended impact on students, staff, families, class­

es, programs and activities. Unfortunately, SLHS will 
not be playing in the football game this Friday.”

North Farmington 
will advance to its first 
regional round since 
1978, and will take on ei­
ther Midland or Tra­
verse City Central.

South Lyon finishes 
the season with a record 

of 6-3, with a second-place finish in the Lakes Valley 
Conference, earning playoff wins against Milford and 
Walled Lake Western.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. Follow him on 
Twitter at @ColinGayl7. Send game results and stats 
to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Continued from Page IB

the work they put in and the accomplishments they 
achieved this year.”

Birmingham Public Schools Director of Communi­
cations and Family Engagement Anne Cron declined 
to comment on specifics of the ineligibility issue, cit­
ing the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

Groves Athletic Director Tom Flynn declined to 
comment for this story. Groves head football coach 
Brendan Flaherty did not respond to a request for 
comment.

Groves won each of its two playoff games, against 
Auburn Hills Avondale and Seaholm, respectively, 
and finished the regular season in fourth place in the 
Oakland Activities White division.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. Follow him on 
Twitter at @ColinGayl7. Send game results and stats 
to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

The Lions were 
scheduled to host 
North Farmington in the 
district final Friday.

Byrnes
Continued from Page IB

toughness, Byrnes fits in line with the legacy of Ply­
mouth runners before him, learning from Carter Solo­
mon and the Wildcats runners of the past to continue 
the trend of All-State finishers.

As Byrnes crossed the finish line, his Plymouth cross 
country career was over. But instead of leaving the fin­
ish area, he moved to the side and waited. He had one 
last thing to do.

As Plymouth sophomore Sean Byrnes finished his 
first state meet, finishing 31st in 16:17.93, his older 
brother Patrick was right there waiting for him.
When Sean Byrnes crossed the finish line and saw 

Patrick, he said it reminded him of when he used to 
swim in middle school.

“(Patrick) used to come, him and my oldest brother, 
Ethan, were both timers for it,” Sean Byrnes said. “They 
kept yelling in time with my strokes. So every time that 
I came out of the water, I heard them yelling for me.”

“We actually ended up getting in trouble for that,” 
Patrick Byrnes added. “We didn’t stop. They told us to 
stop. We didn’t.”

Byrnes did not stop Friday. His Achilles did not stop 
him from placing third at the state meet. He did what 
he came to do.

“It’s pretty sad,” Byrnes said. “It’s not the way I 
dreamed of going out. But with the scenarios, I got in as 
much training as I could, did everything I could.”

Area teams step up at state meet
The Novi high school boys cross country team came 

into the regular season expecting to place in the top 20 
at states. As the season continued, the Wildcats moved 
up to the top 10.

Novi surpassed even those expectations Nov. 6, fin­
ishing fourth in the Division 1 boys race behind Romeo, 
Caledonia and Rockford with a score of 239.

Novi senior Miles Brown finished in 14th place, in 
15:46.63, followed by junior Mihir Gupta in 47th and

Novi, which finished fourth overall, was led by 
Miles Brown, right, who crossed the finish line in 
14th place.

senior Matt Gustitus in 64th.
"We had some real good battles,” Novi head coach 

Brad Moore said. “Our league is full of good teams, and 
we were right there with them, battling. We won a few, 
lost a few.

“Our goal today was top 10, maybe top five. But 
fourth, we’re really excited.”

As teams, Milford placed seventh (273) and Salem 
eighth (289), while Northville came in 11th (318), Far­
mington 16th (386) and Plymouth 18th (430).

“I know my guys left it all out there,” Northville sen­
ior Jacob Meek said. “We had a lot of guys step up in big 
ways today.”

Individually, Farmington senior Peter Baracco 
placed immediately behind Plymouth’s Patrick Byrnes, 
finishing the race in 15:30.8.

Salem’sTalha Syed finished in ninth place, and his 
team finished in eighth place, photos by john heider/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Salem senior Talha Syed had high hopes for his final 
state meet, but fell to ninth, finishing in 15:41.77.

“I wanted to get a third-place finish. I was in second 
place in our race coming into the stadium and then my 
legs started to feel really heavy, couldn’t really get a 
stride going,” Syed said. “But first time All-State - last 
year I kind of got tripped up at states, so I didn’t finish 
as well as I could have. I’m happy with an All-State fin­
ish.”

Milford senior Kazuma Bowring (14th, 15:46.56) and 
Detroit Catholic Central junior Brett Leidal (22nd, 
15:51.78) also each earned All-State honors.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. Follow him on 
Twitter at @ColinGayl7 Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@homet.ownlife.com.



KLAA East
Continued from Page IB 

Nov. 25
Key returners: Senior forward De­

van Grayshaw, junior goalie Andre Ge- 
nereaux

Season outlook: A season ago, Sa­
lem did something it does not usually 
do: start hot.

The Rocks won eight of its first 10 
games, including road wins against 
Brighton and Howell and a home win 
against Novi. Head coach Ryan Ossen- 
macher bluntly said he did not know if 
that helped or hurt his team, describing 
it as a bit surprising.

"One of the quotes I use quite a bit is, 
'Success leaves clues,’ ” Ossenmacher 
said. "When you are successful, you 
look back and find out what worked and 
then repeat it. And then when you fall 
on tough times, you go back on those 
clues.”

In the 2020-21 season, Salem will 
have a much younger team, bringing 
back six seniors, but carrying nine ju­
niors and seven sophomores. But the 
Rocks bring back senior forward Devin 
Grayshaw, the only returning Division 1 
All-State team member from last sea­
son, who scored 20 goals his junior 
year.

The now-senior hopes to lead his 
group to the same success as last year, 
relying on that same structure and hard 
work as his previous three seasons.

“Just the success I’ve had, I feel I’d 
like to help the younger group that’s 
coming in with us to work hard, hope­
fully can get where I’m at and have a 
good high school career like I did,” 
Grayshaw said.

Canton
Head coach: Justin Maedel, second 

season
2019-20 record: 14-12, third in KLAA 

East; lost to Stevenson, 9-2, in the Divi­
sion 2 regional semifinal

Season opener: vs. Saline, 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 20

Key returners: Senior goalie Ashton 
Queen, senior forward Lenny Kubitski, 
senior forward Declan O’Hare

Season outlook: In Justin Maedel’s 
first season as the head coach, Canton 
shocked some teams in the KLAA. The 
Chiefs finished third in the KLAA East, 
outscoring teams, 95-76, in the regular 
season, including a 14-goal advantage 
in the third period of games.

Heading into Maedel’s second sea­
son, he will have a familiar group, brin­
ing back 10 seniors and six juniors, 
along with a freshman and a sopho­
more to the team in 2020-21

“We are going to have a group that 
works hard and competes each and ev­
ery night like last year,” Maedel said. 
“We have strong ambitions for this 
year.”

Senior forward Declan O'Hare, who 
was second on the team with 14 goals as 
a junior, said each season he has been 
on the team, he has seen teammates 
step up.

“Especially this year, just from last 
year to this year, we have a lot more kids 
who are eager to get out and give it their 
all every shift they got because we had a 
lot of games that we let slip last year,” 
O’Hare said. “This year, I don’t think 
anyone is going to let each other get 
pushed around and we are all in it for 
the wins.”

Plymouth
Head coach: Darrin Silvester, first 

year
2019-20 record: 10-15-1, fourth in 

KLAA East; lost to Livonia Stevenson, 
6-3, in the Division 2 regional first 
round

Season opener: vs. Saline, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 18

Key returners: Senior defenseman 
David Brace, senior goalie Aidan Villa­
lobos

Season outlook: Plymouth head 
coach Darrin Silvester knows his team 
well, despite coming in as a first-year 
head coach. He’s been with Plymouth’s 
prep team for the last eight years, de­
veloping players to make an impact 
with the Wildcats.

So heading into his first season as 
the varsity head coach, senior captain 
David Brace said there has not been 
much of a transition, saying he’s done a 
great job of understanding the roster 
and pushing them to the next level.

“He knows us,” Brace said. “He 
knows how we play and I think him 
pulling it all together, I think he does a 
great job with it.”

Silvester said the team will return 
many players in 2020-21 that will have 
increased ice time, along with bringing 
up six players from the prep team to 
contribute. The first-year head coach 
said, no matter the place on the roster, 
he expects each member of the team to 
contribute in a major way.

Salem’s Devin Grayshaw is the only returning Division 1 first-team All-State 
player in the state, timothy arrick/specialto hometownlife.com

Lenny Kubitski, right, is one of 10 
returning seniors for Canton.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNUFE.COM FILE PHOTO

Livonia Churchill’s Dominic Krupinski, 
right, was a major force in the 
Chargers’ offense a year ago. tom
BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

“Our goal is to surprise people,” Sil­
vester said. “Ours is to make sure every 
kid in our program understands the big 
expectation or the belief that everyone 
will contribute and they will be given an 
opportunity to contribute. There’s not 
going to be a kid sitting there on the 
fourth line not being able to have an op­
portunity to play.”

Livonia Churchill
Head coach: Jason Reynolds, ninth 

season
2019-20 record: 13-12-2, fifth in 

KLAA East; lost to Chelsea, 1-0, in the 
Division 3 regional final

Season opener: vs. Brighton, 7 p.m. 
Nov. 18

Key returners: Junior forward Do­
minic Krupinski, junior forward Nick 
Liebau, senior goalie Bryant Riley

Season outlook: After the 2019-20 
season, Livonia Churchill has some un­
finished business left to do.

With eight seniors and seven juniors 
on the upcoming roster, the Chargers 
want to build off its late-season success 
from last year, even using the leader­
ship from a senior class that finished as 
a Division 3 state runner-up in 2017-18.

“They have an idea of what that 
commitment and what that journey 
looks like,” head coach Jason Reynolds 
said. "We’re excited to see their influ­
ence on our program as the season goes 
on.”

However, one of Churchill’s main 
scoring threats is junior Dominic Kru­
pinski, who led the team with 13 goals 
and U assists last season. Reynolds said 
he is a quiet leader, but very explosive 
on the ice.

Heading into the 2020-21 season, 
Reynolds said he loves the character in 
his locker room, and that he has high 
expectations if Churchill hits its stride 
at the right time.

“I think what we learned last year is 
if we can endure - no different to years 
prior to that - if we can endure the 
bumps and the bruises and the hard 
lessons that come with a KLAA sched­
ule... If we can endure that journey and 
we can get healthy by the end of the 
run, really focus on every lesson that

Darrin Silvester is entering his first 
season as the Plymouth varsity head 
coach. PROVIDED BY DARRIN SILVESTER

The defense in front of goalie Brenden 
Pederson will be a primary focus for 
Livonia Franklin, john heider/ 
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTO

can be learned along the way, the sky is 
the limit,” Reynolds said.

Livonia Franklin
Head coach: Jim Neve, second sea­

son
2019-20 record: 10-17, sixth in KLAA 

East; lost to Livonia Churchill, 2-0, in 
the Division 3 regional semifinal

Season opener: vs. Berkley, 8 p.m. 
Nov. 18

Key returners: Senior forward/de­
fenseman Josh Boze, junior defense- 
man Luke St. Ledger, senior forward/ 
defenseman Kyle Fugedi, junior goalie 
Brenden Pederson, junior forward Dus­
tin Fretter

Season outlook: On paper, Livonia 
Franklin did not start its season well in 
2019-20. The Patriots lost 14 of its first 
15 games, primarily against KLAA op­
ponents.

But late in the season, the team got 
hot. Franklin won nine of its last 12 
games, earning its first playoff win in 
the last nine years, showing something 
head coach Jim Neve had seen in spurts 
all season.

"We competed every game,” Neve 
said. “I think we shocked a few teams 
when they saw us because we were tak­
ing leads into the third period. We had a 
chance to beat some teams. Penalty 
taken here or there probably hurt us a 
little bit, but then we got on a roll.

“We’re the little team that’s trying to 
fight through this. We love it. It made us 
stronger."

With eight seniors coming back, de­
fense will be a primary focus for the Pa­
triots, with key players like senior for­
ward/defenseman Josh Boze, junior de­
fenseman Luke St. Ledger and senior 
forward/defenseman Kyle Fugedi, along 
with junior goalie Brenden Pederson.

One focus will be on discipline late in 
games. The Patriots allowed 41 third- 
period goals while scoring only 18, 
something Neve equates to late-game 
penalties.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay(g) 
hometownlife.com or 248-330-6710. 
Follow him on Twitter at @ColinGayT7. 
Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Spoits(a>hometownlife. com.

NFL ANALYSIS

WU1 Jets 
actually go 0-16?
Andy Vasquez
USA TODAY

The New York Jets headed into this 
season hoping to turn some heads by 
defying expectations and becoming a 
surprise contender.

Instead, the Jets have somehow 
been worse than anyone could have 
imagined. The Jets go into this week’s 
bye at 0-9 and as the NFL’s only winless 
team, a distinction they’ve owned since 
late October.

And when they return, the only real 
drama remaining for this season cen­
ters mound a dismal question. If s a fair 
question because through the first nine 
games the Jets have found every way 
imaginable to lose.

There are days when 0-16 seems in­
evitable, when nothing works and the 
Jets don’t even look like a football team; 
like last month’s 24-0 loss to the Dol­
phins, one of five games the Jets have 
lost by more than two possessions this 
season.

There have also been moments 
when ifs hard to imagine the Jets los­
ing the rest of their games; like on Mon­
day night, when they dominated the 
Patriots for most of the game only to 
crumble late.

But thafs the thing, whether ifs 
early, late or continuously for 60 min­
utes, the Jets keep faltering in ways 
that cost them football games.

And they know it.
“They played their ass off,” Jets 

coach Adam Case said after his team’s 
collapse against the Patriots. “We’re 
not finding ways to win.”

And really, thafs going to be the 
challenge as the Jets try to avoid joining 
the 2008 Detroit Lions and the 2017 
Cleveland Browns as the only 0-16 
teams in NFL history. Will the Jets con­
tinue to be able to fight, or will they suc­
cumb to the awfulness?

The toll
The Patriots aren’t what they once 

were, but they're far from the worst 
team in the NFL.
And yet on Monday, the Jets com­

pletely controlled the game for the first 
50-plus minutes. They had their top 
three receivers for the first time all sea­
son, and the offense looked better than 
it had all season - even with backup Joe 
Flacco at quarterback.

So with starting quarterback Sam 
Damold likely to return next week 
against the Chargers, there’s every rea­
son to think they’ll get several more 
chances to win and eventually convert 
on one of them.

Ifs not that simple, of course. 
There’s no guarantee Damold or his 
weapons will remain healthy if they 
ever get on the field at the same time.

But more importantly, despite doing 
so many things right, the Jets didn’t 
beat the Patriots. They melted down in 
the final seven minutes of the game, 
squandering a 10-point lead. And when 
you pile a loss like that on top of a 
bunch of other losses, there’s going to 
impact a team’s psyche.

“In this league, you have to play with 
confidence,” Flacco said. “And the more 
you lose, the harder it is to do that.”

Flacco won a Super Bowl with the 
Ravens, but he also endured a five-win 
season, so he knows how important a 
team’s mindset is - in both situations.

What happens next?
Close calls don’t guarantee future 

wins, as the Jets have found out first­
hand this year.

They squandered a fourth-quarter 
lead against the Broncos in Week 4, but 
that didn’t help them hold on to half­
time lead against the Bills in Week 7. 
And the experience against the Bron­
cos and Bills didn’t make the difference 
against the Patriots.

And the two teams that have fin­
ished 0-16 learned the same lessons.

In 2008, the Lions blew fourth-quar­
ter leads three times on the way to a 
winless season - including two to the 
Minnesota Vikings.

The Browns were even more com­
petitive because they nearly beat the 
Jets early in the season. They also lost 
overtime games to the Titans and the 
Packers, blowing a 14-point fourth- 
quarter lead to Green Bay before suc­
cumbing in extra time.

The point of all this: The pressure 
could start to mount for the Jets be­
cause they know they’re capable of 
winning but haven’t yet.
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Gutter Pallooza!i

<bvSi? Gutter HelmetNEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN*
Installs easily over new or existing gutters 
Handles more than 22" of rain per hour 
Will not fade, chalk, crack or peel 
Designed to blend in with your roof color 
Lifetime transferable warranty

SAVE 20%; FREE!
« .. J Seamless Gutterson Gutter & DownspoutsHelmet '."IV When you purchase 

when using 'r' Gutter Helmet
existing gutters ; a thpr^ceegu ar

• Min. 500 ft purchase required. Free gutter pack­
age is standard 5" k-style gutters installed with 
hidden hangers and 2'" x 3" downspouts This 

offer is available for a limited time and 
may not be combined with other offers

RAINBARRELS
Did you know that most rainbarrels are not 
installed correctly? Rainbarrels can fill 
up quickly in a heavy rain and when they 
overflow they can cause water damage to 

your home. That's why we always install our 
exclusive Diverter System that automatically 

controls and directs water back to the 
downspout when the barrel is full!

FREE RAINBARREL!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
A Michigan Family Owned 

Business Since 1989

YEARS

fitvi'iit* / iter nuhrrrl "ilk ia-totblkia >‘i IW 
of wort* of duller Helmet, loor ehekr ut 
ivlor ii'ljtled wiili rfhrrtorsrdMB.

U kile 'Uppli-'- h'l.

THINK GREEN
• Conserve fresh water for flowers
• Reduce storm water mn off
• 50 gallon model
• Heavy duty 3/16*’ thick walls
• Threaded spigot and drain plug

FREE Estimates(248) 372-9246

Annual Hearing Check-up Reminder
Have you made you appointment yet?

Schedule your AnnualHEARING CHECK-
Stay healthy with this 

FAST, CONVENIENT and FI

iiiR'iii!i»iiii:
1. DO YOU HAVE RINGING IN YOUR EAR? OYES ON0
2. DOES IT SEEM LIKE PEOPLE MUMBLE? OYES ON0
3. HAVE OTHERS SAID YOU HAVE THE TV VOLUME TOO LOUD? OYES Ono
4. IS IT DIFFICULT TO HEAR ON THE PHONE OYES 0 NO

SAVE
*1000

Toward the purchase of our 
latest digital technology system.

’Based on two Instruments.
($500 based on one Instrument)
Not to be combined with other offers or coupons.
Prior purchases excluded. Expires 11/30/2020

100% Digital That's-Affordable$998
per aid

It automatically adjusts to 
enhance speech clarity and 
manages background noise.

Not to be combined with other offers or coupons. 
Prior purchases excluded. Expire 11/30/2020

Call Today! Appointment times are limited.
We support & honor most Medicare and discount 

plans including BCBS/TruHearing 
We offer award winning service, technology, and a
FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN

CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE 
YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

•Be/tone
248-907-0884
Plymouth • Livonia

FOLLOWING CDC GUIDELINES WITH 1 ON 1 APPOINTMENTS AND CURBSIDE SERVICES AVAILABLEo-GoaMBSos-aa

Forget the Tweets - Follow Trusted News

We provide news on multiple platforms 
connecting you to communities, 
people, and places.

h ometownlife



:*iopooFF::$1EL°fF: imooooff! : S22
. Roofing . . Windows or More . - Siding. .I l>ranis(rtBseiBtelEip.lin(rai • I PwnscrtaseiitaW.Eij.lVJrai ■ 1 PiwousortaeniiterWliavza I

$300 OFF
Guttergiove I

.______  nijuai - I^WolCtenBgGDltoPiwtaBcrtssI

Our Goal Is safety! Proper Precautions ere being taken to keep 
you and our employees safe from C0VID-1& Call for details! FOR 12 MONTHS

LO-OOaS 19977-03

‘Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, tile, vinyl, and laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in 
all areas. Valid through 12/13/2020. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 ©2020 Empire Today, LLC

10-GCUK3913&43

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS S DAYS!

Transforms the Exterior of Your Cabinets Creating an Entirely New Look

FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY! Ml Uc # 2102222470

248-450-6253
S93We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

"With the purchase of cabinet refacing. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer Indudes materials 
and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or relating purchase required. Does not Indude demolition, cut-outs or upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite 

with Group A details only. Offer expires 11/30/2020.

KOHLER, Walk-In Bath

Step Into Comfort, 
Safety And Luxury

0 Exclusive Limited-Time Offer J

50% OFF
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
of Your KOHLER.,, Walk-in Bath' jo?, '-*'’'. g$r‘.

B33 FINANCING AVAILABLE
No Payments for 18 MONTHSt

}&!! for your FREE quote and save today!

(§) (313) 800-7337
’Wnlk-lp Both in.TtDllod in rw IlIUo on a cloy Fmonolno cwailoblo lo qualified purchc**-*
NY: SuHolk Cly. NY Wooiohoolo* Cty, NY: ana, BuW.t»JQ Ctv, N Y. Albc may not b<F n^i 

with purchono of KOHLER Boluy Wojk-in Bath. Cannot hb r.omblnud with' any A-tf 
qppFjyal. Inlorool «o ijlkod. du.hnfj tlxjv pronK-tlpnaJ: pvf;n>c|. but oil lmoujot lo waivoo *: 

tfApIfollon of »|ie p/wbilonol period. There to no mlnlmuni momhly payment: r^quireo 
for Qr^oriSky.iii Qpnaumflt ipan r1lfogfom^.lE, providfud by, fitdoraJIy Ipivw.d, equal opf 
^reoh.Sky.® Piogrom 1^ n program nfime tor certuJn cb.oa)(fr)ep credit plena yAtvi’doo 

ihe puroh jc*o of qoimJb, and/or uimvioos Irom partluip.fltlng mertjhonio, T'oi h
op puhaif Of participating l&rwjoru. NMLS #T4t03C2 CbroonSk'/fS* financing «

ot avulloblw in AK: HI. Nuoooo v
ftper ndvorhood olikr-1 Sub{«ot to credit
id during iho promotioiiul pe/iod: Plrmnc 
Tporiunliy l«*ndo» otwkj. NMLS < I4it>3d; 
d by, parllcipnling lonUoro tv borrow^'?- I 
ling londero ar<$ lotiwiolly inouiod, oquu)
. rjvaiiubio t.t p»i»nolpmma -loeiarp qniv

[ LO-GC<0529149-03 HDHHMaaaaiiiBBosfii
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

P VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must bo reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.
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Tips, tools for 
networking online
By ZipRecruiter.com

The old networking playbook included 
getting some business cards printed, 
preparing an elevator pitch, and attend­
ing industry conferences and mixers.

But as ever more in-person events are canceled 
due to COVID-19, people the world over are 
shifting to doing most of their professional net­
working online.
Here are tips to help improve your virtual net­

working game, and some recommended tools for 
maximum success.

1. Find thought leaders and influencers
Let’s say you want to find a job as an interior 

designer. The first step is to follow thought lead­
ers and influencers in the industry. You can find 
them by searching “interior design" on Twitter 
and Instagram. One way to make your search 
more strategic, however, is to use a tool like Fol- 
lowerwonk. Search “interior design” + “blog­
ger” or “writer,” and you will get a list of people 
who write about interior design, ranked by their 
number of followers.
See whom they follow to grow your network. 

Through the people you follow, you are likely 
to learn about important industry news, online 
events, webinars and webcasts. Sign up and par­
ticipate when interesting ones come along.

2. Start listening
Once you’ve found the right people to fol­

low, start listening to what they have to say and 
gathering the latest news and insights in your

industry. Follow them on Twitter, Instagram, 
Quora, Yelp, Meetup and Listly. Download their 
podcasts. Put their names in Talkwalker and 
Newsle so you get emailed when they appear 
in the news. Subscribe to their newsletters and 
YouTube channels, or subscribe to their content 
on Patreon.

3. Build awareness
Now that you’re aware of them, you can start 

making them aware of you. The key to success­
ful networking is to create value for others, too. 
Retweet their content, +1 their posts, share their 
content on Facebook, comment (insightfully) on 
their publications and videos, and include their 
insights in your content (with appropriate attri­
bution, tags and hashtags).

4. Connect
Only then — once you know a little bit about 

them and have a clue about what’s going on in

the industry, and once you’ve created some 
value for them through retweets and shares and 
engagement — should you reach out. Friend­
ing them on Facebook will likely come across as 
creepy because it is more of a personal network. 
But reaching out on Linkedln and other profes­
sional network platforms is totally appropriate. 
Lead with a sentence that starts with something 
like “I loved your article last week about...” 
Then let them know what you want (“I’ve writ­
ten this ... and would appreciate your advice" 
or "I’d appreciate the chance to interview you 
about your career for my blog” or “I’m starting 
out in the industry and would appreciate your 
mentorship. Are you available for a quick virtual 
coffee meeting?”

If you don’t hear back, send a quick follow-up 
message about a week later. After two or three 
follow-ups, it’s time to move on to the next 
person on your list. But keep the door open by 
continuing steps 1, 2 and 3. The first secret of 
success is showing up — even when the room is 
in Zoom.

JOBS ZipRecruiter
Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a singleclick.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at 
jobs-usatoday.com

Assorted
emsUl_

all kinds of things...

Wanted Older Motorcycles Rood & Dirt Bikes, Used ATV's Snowmobiles 
Running Or Non., (248)567-9157

Real Estate

great place to live...
tp-ESEBMED

Plymouth Square Apts.
9410 Marguerite. Spacious 1/2 bdrm W75/S775. Coll 734-455-4570

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED-TRUCK DRIVER

CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, EXCEUM PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAM DISPATCH, 
cm m586-752-4529 EXT 1032

MISCELLANEOUS
Wesloy Financial Gfoup, LLC. Tlmeslm 
Cancellalhn Experts. Over $50,000,000 In 
timeshare debt and lees cancelled In 2019. 
Gel Tree Inlomlional package and team how 
lo gel ltd ol your timeshare! Free consultations 
Over 450 positivo reviews, Call 866-353- 
4896
DISH Network. $59.99 lor 190 CImnolsl 
Blaring Fast Internet, $1999/rno. (where 
mailable) Switch & Get a FRE $100 Visa 
Gill Card. FRE Voice Remote. FRE HD DVR. 
FRE Streaming on m Devices. Call lodayl 
1-833-550-1015
DIRECTV ■ Switch and Save! $49.99rinonlh. 
Select All-Included Package, 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Movies On Demand. FRE 
Genie HD DVR Upgiadn. Premium movie 
channels, FRE lor 3 mosl Call I-844-9T5- 
3287
Eanhhnk High Speed Inlomel. As Low As 
$l4.954mth (lor the lirsl 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and Morel Call Earthlink Today 
I-855-897-24I8

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 

1-800-579-7355
HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER

CDL-A DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, EXCEENT PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS, 401k, DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE DISPATCH, 
cm KIRT588-752-4529 EXT 1032

MISCELUNEOUS
Wesley Financial Group, EC. Timesham 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 In 
limeshare debt and lees cancelled In 2019. 
Gel tree inlormalional package and learn how 
to gel rid ol your timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 866-353- 
4896
DISH Network $59.99 lor 190 Channels! 
Blaring Fast InlemeL $l9.99rino. (where 
available) Switch & Gel a FREE $100 Visa 
Gill Card. FRE Voice Remote. FRE HD DVR. 
FRE Streaming on m Devices. Call lodayl 
I-833-550-1015
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $49.994vonlh. 
Select All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s ol Shows/Moms On Demand. FRE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie 
channels, FRE lor 3 most Call 1-844-975- 
3287
Earthlink High Speed InlemeL As Low As 
$l4.954nonlli (lor the lirsl 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and Morel Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-897-2418
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More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

0

Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

o
Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help porta! to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.
help.hometownlife.com
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 Talk big 
6 Generally 
speaking

15 Lhasa — 
(little dogs)

20 Ed of “Gus"
21 Small drying 

item on a 
bathroom bar

22 Obama's 
successor

23 Start of a 
riddle

25 Have a blast
26 "Yummy!"
27 "Exodus" 

actor Mineo
28 Lyric 

forgetter's 
syllables

29 “Yippee!"
30 “Forbidden" 

perfume
33 Common pet 

lizard
38 Warlike deity
39 Riddle, part 2
44 India’s place
46 Brand of 

contact lens 
cleaner

47 Place to exit
48 Riddle, part 3
52 Unfurled, e.g.
57 Former 

Disney head 
Michael

58 Uncle, in 
Spain

59 Depict by 
drawing

62 Met maven
63 No, in Essen 
66 — bow

(upper lip 
shape)

68 A-list person
69 Riddle, part 4 
73 "Neon" fish in

a tank
75 Naturally 

illuminated at 
dusk

76 Duel weapon
77 Baldwin of 

"Andron"
78 Morse E's
79 Jet grounded 

in '03
81 “— Fideles” 
86 West Texas 

city
88 Riddle, part 5 
91 Munchkin
95 Farm baby
96 Crimson and 

carmine
97 End of the 

riddle
104 Actress Tara
105 Write the 

score to
106 Polo of ‘The 

Fosters"
107 Time of note 
110 Official seal 
112—Na Na 
115 Lopsided
117 Lopsided
118 Riddle's 

answer
124 Plow maker
125 Consensus

126 Acting 
teacher 
Stella

127 “90210" actor 
Rob

128 Quality of 
sharp pain

129 Ex-NFLer 
Grier

DOWN
1 Humorously 
indecent

2 Milo of film
3 Study of data 
patterns

4 Alien 
seekers' 
program, for 
short

5 Sad, in Nice
6 Many a time
7 Casual 
turndown

8 Top fighter 
pilots

9 Inferior — 
cava

10 And others, 
in Latin

11 —com (film 
category)

12 Feeling of 
amazement

13 Prefix with 
magnetic

14 Munchkin
15 Gillette 

shaver 
brand

16 Major for a 
future D.A.

17 Actress 
Mena

18 Eggy dish
19 Belly flop 

result
24 Fake display
28 "The Far 

Side” 
cartoonist 
Gary

31 Hamilton 
dueler Aaron

32 Web surfer, 
say

34 Great joy
35 Brand of 

fleecy boots
36 — Lingus
37 Vegas-to- 

Helena dir.
40 Violin 

virtuoso 
Hilary

41 Having a 
shot to win

42 Shaped like 
a die

43 Purported 
psychic gift

44 Suffix for an 
enzyme

45 Fashion’s 
Anna —

49 Skin dye
50 State north 

of Calif.
51 Like a boor
53 Blissful site
54 Aswan's river
55 Woman in 

53-Down
56 Little bit

59 Actress Tyler 
or Ullmann

60 Concept, in 
Calais

61 New car 
sticker fig.

64 Words in an 
analogy

65 Food box 
datum: Abbr.

67 Miniature 
couch for a 
pooch

68 Female 
college 
students, 
outdatedly

69 One foot 
forward

70 Two-tone 
whale

71 Part of HRH
72 52-week unit
73 —Bo 

(fitness 
option)

74 Certain pipe 
fitting

78 Neglects to
80 “How Great 
— Art"

82 To be, in Le 
Havre

83 Vile 
villainesses

84 Danson of 
“Mad Money"

85 Gp. activated 
by a 911 call

87 Snoop (on)
88 Whence one 

wicked witch

89 Whence one 
wicked witch

90 Sheltered 
from the 
wind

92 Immodesty
93 Saturated
94 Abbr. at LAX
97 Pinball parlor
98 Hires out
99 Wire arch 

on a croquet 
course

100 Hold fast
101 Tabloid 

monster 
moniker

102 In — 
(stagnant)

103 Karaoke 
problem

108 Fleming of 
opera

109 Spitting nails
111 Lambs'

mothers
113 Many a carol
114 See 122- 

Down
116 Within:

Prefix
118 In the role of 

(Lat.)
119 Dad's bro
120 —de 

cologne
121 House pest
122 With 114- 

Down, “Not 
true!"

123 Part of CBS: 
Abbr.

1 2 3 4 ? '1
20

23 24

26

29 ■ 30

39 40

21

8 9 10

27

15 16 17 18 19

22

25

■ 38

43

97 98 99 100

104 ■
110 111

117

124

127

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
3 2 1

8 4 9
9 6 5
8 4 2

5 6 3
7 8 1 9
6 4 7

2 9 1
3 7 4

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order In which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier It gets to 
solve the puzzle!

MOKEY MATTERS
Can you find all tho words hidden In the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, oven 
diagonally. The words will always bo In a straight lino. Cross them off tho list as you find them.

F S 
D N

T S 
A S 
S L 
O B 
A B

R U T I
URN
F 
S 
E 
L

H B E
A H O

N R B A N K
A E E I O H

A K 
S E 
R O 
E C 
O S 
D N 
A L 
E C

OPE 
E N S 
D U A 
S R H 

C C 
E 
J 
T

B H 
I

M M

R 
E 
K 
O 
R 

R B 
U I 
P T 
A F

Q H U 
R W R

U D

H N 
A E 
S R

R R 
E E

T 
C 

N N 
J T 
E P 
R Q

VSQDCWASDKGR
D K K X I 
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ACCOUNTS
ADVANCE
ARREARS
ASSET
AUDITOR
BANK
BILL
BONDS
BONUS
BROKER
BUDGET
CAPITAL
CASH FLOW
CHECK
COINS
COMPUTER
CREDIT
DEBIT
DIVIDEND
EXCHANGE RATE
EXPENDITURE
EXPENSE
FILES
FORECAST
GROSS
INTEREST
INVOICE
JOURNAL
LEDGER
LOSS
MARGIN
NET
NOTES
PAYEE
PAYMENT
PERCENTAGE
PROFIT
PURCHASE
RATE
RECEIPT
REPORT
SALES
SCRIP
SHARES

ANSWER KEY
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Z Z l P 6 8 0 8 9
V 8 8 9 0 i Z 6 Z
6 0 Z Z 8 P 8 9 l
9 1- L 8 Z 6 8 P 0

SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB
FIND A HOUSE 
BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.
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Fall Special 
20% off your 

Basement or Garage 
Lifetime Coating

Why Choose GatorGuard?
With GatorGuard’s proprietary coating technology 
you will save yourself hours of continued cleaning 
and money by not choosing a secondary product that 
will fail and have to be re-coated time after time. Our 
coatings are non porous, making it easier to clean 

(when you have to) resistant to cracks and stains-and 
increase light within your space.

We Move
Let us take care of the backbreaking work of moving your 
contents! Sit back and relax knowing we have you covered.

4% We Store
We place your contents in an onsite locked storage unit so you 
can rest assured your things are dry and safe.

We Floor
Watch the transformation as we liven up your space with our 
lifetime warranted coating system called GatorGuard! Then we 
return and safely place your items where we found them.

‘ “ Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio(fsifcr ' • Call Today!248-372-9946
> www.mygatorguard.comffllS Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Ask Estimator for details. Expires 11/30/2020
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Countdown to
BLACK FRIDAY
—► Window and Door Sale! ◄—

Renewal^Andersen.

an Andcnen Company

One of 
our best

When it comes to protection 
from the elements, your 
windows are as essential 
as your roof and walls. 
Safeguard your home 
against drafts and replace 
your windows and doors 
before winter. And know 
that we've adjusted our 
operations to serve you in 
the safest way possible.

November 1st-November 27th only!
Buy 1 window or door, 
get 1 window or door

40% OFF T
! $75 OFF

Minimum purchase of four.

every window, entry door 
and patio door

No minimum purchase required.

PAY NOTHING FOR 2 YEARS^ )|

$0 0 0% FOR 2w w w YEARS1Down Monthly Payments Interest *
Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

Renewal JSf':-.byAndersen
WINDOW REPLACEMENT . \t Li- nt •. |

Better Way Better Window

MASTER
INSTALLER

There are limited 
appointments available 
Call to book your virtual or 
in-home appointment

734-335-8036
'DETAILS OF OFFER; Offer expires 12/12/2020. You must set your appointment by H/27/2020 and purchase by 12/12/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Buy one (I) window or entry/patio door, get one fl] window or entry/patio door 40% off. and 24 months SO down. 0 monthly payments. 0% Interest 
when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/1/2020 and 12/12/2020.40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or 
equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $75 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after 
initial discount^), when you set your appointment by 11/27/2020 and purchase by 12/12/2020. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired 
military personnel Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minsmni purchase required. Subject to credit 
approval Interest is billed dumg the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amouit is paid before the expiration of the promotional period 
Financing for GreenSky* consumer loan programs is provided by federally Insured federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age race 
color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status Savings comparison based on purchase of a single i*sit at list price Available at participating locations and 
offer applies throughout the service area See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details License number available upon request Some Renewal by 
Andersen locations are independently owned and operated “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. 
C2020 Andersen Corporation-All rights reserved ©2020 lead Surge U.C All fights reserved Lcwscnaesown

With Coupon, 
Expires 11/30/20.

on New Furnace & 
AC System

‘Restrictions apply

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
’Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

: HE BOLD LOOK
of KOHLER
• Durable Materials tor Long-Lasting Beauty

• Low-Maintenance Shower Walls

• Quality You Expect From Kohler

• Accessories to Personalize Your Shower

• Safety-Focused Design Features

• Quick, Professional Installation

• Lifetime Warranty

KDHUK VV.i'H In Bulh AulllortMd Daolot

Bath Options Lifetime Finish

1% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

A.P.R.

12 MONTHS SAME-AS-CASH!
PLUS, ENJOY A BONUS OFFER OF

©Cnm LuxStone
^%IVwO WALLS SYSTEM

& FREE SHOWER DOOR
'Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales 

excluded. Good nt Initial presentation only. $500 off luxstone 
wall upgrade. Free NBT Pivot door Installed. Financing 

available for qualified buyers only.
SET-UP YOUR FREE DESIGN-CONSULTATION TODAYI
CALL
NOW 313-241-9145


