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Farmington Hills wants regional plan to address 
deer overpopulation

In many Oakland County neighborhoods, dealing with deer is part of life, susan
BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

30 years later, adopted daughter finds birth father

At left, Bob Robinson in October 1990 with birth daughter Deanna just before Dean and Suzanne Swanson adopted her. At 
right, Robinson and Deanna, 30, earlier this year. The two recently reconnected, courtesy photos

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Most Oakland County residents 
agree the region has a deer overpopula­
tion problem.

Farmington Hills residents say deer 
cause road hazards, ruin their landscap­
ing and attack their pets. And just about 
everyone's had it with the years-long 
issue.

So, city officials are looking to bring 
neighboring communities together in a 
coalition to address the issue for good.

"We have got our arms around the

Rachel Greco
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

VERMONTVILLE - Bob Robinson 
and Deanna Swanson both know 
about their last moments together 30 
years ago, just before Swanson, then 3 
days old, was adopted.

For Swanson, 30, it was a comfort­
ing story about her biological father 
that she’d often heard from her adop­
tive parents, Suzanne and Dean Swan­
son.

“About Bob, they would say that he 
held me for hours and hours,” Deanna 
Swanson said. “He was the last one to 
see me before my adoption.”

Her parents told Swanson they

problem, I think, pretty well," City Man­
ager Gary Mekjian said. "This is a re­
gional issue; it is not a local issue that is 
specific to Farmington Hills. That’s why 
we’re trying to develop this."

Mekjian said he's been in touch with 
about a dozen other communities to 
gamer support for such a coalition. The 
group would create an action plan, 
which Mekjian hopes the whole county 
would use. City officials say state guid­
ance isn't effective. The only solution 
currently offered is culling, or killing, 
deer, which often causes controversy

See DEER, Page 4A

waited hours at the adoption agency in 
Lansing while Robinson said goodbye 
to her.

Then they’d show her a photo — 
Robinson, then 32, sitting in a chair at 
the adoption agency holding Swanson, 
who is wrapped in a blanket.

“He loved you so much,” her adop­
tive parents would tell her. “He didn’t 
want to let you go.”

“It’s a wonderful story and I always 
heard it, but he was a stranger to me,” 
Swanson said.

That changed earlier this year when 
father and daughter reunited at a cof­
fee shop in Northville.

Robinson said the recollection of 
that day still pains him.
Now 63, he had been divorced for a

year and was working as an insurance 
manager in Lansing when Swanson 
was born on Oct. 1, 1990. Her birth 
mother, who was married to another 
man, decided to put her up for adop­
tion, he said.
A lawyer he’d consulted told him 

stopping it would require filing a law­
suit for custody, Robinson said.
He relented, and on Oct. 3, the 

adoption agency’s staff asked him if he 
wanted to see Swanson before her 
adoptive parents took her home.

He doesn’t remember how long he 
sat in the agency’s office holding her.

“I did not want the moment to end,” 
Robinson said. “They eventually said,

See ADOPTION, Page 4A

Inn at St. John's 
property in 
Plymouth 
Township sold
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Inn at St. John's property in 
western Wayne County has a new 
owner for the first time in decades.

The Archdiocese of Detroit an­
nounced Aug. 2 it had finalized a sale 
of the property along Five Mile be­
tween Northville and Sheldon roads in 
Plymouth Township to Pulte Family 
Management SJ LLC, a for-profit enti­
ty of the William J. Pulte Tmst. The 
sale will transfer ownership of the 
property, which includes the hotel, 
golf course, banquet center and more 
from the Catholic archdiocese to a pri­
vate company. The terms of the sale 
were not disclosed.

The property sale comes a few years 
after the death of William Pulte, the 
founder of home-building giant Pulte- 
Group Inc. A longtime philanthropist, 
he served with a small group of local 
Catholic business leaders who worked 
with Cardinal Adam Maida, who for­
merly led the Archdiocese of Detroit, 
to finance and develop the former St. 
John’s Seminary campus into a hotel, 
conference center, and golf course.

"The Inn at St. John’s was near and 
dear to my father’s heart,” said Mark 
Pulte, William Pulte’s son, in a news 
release announcing the sale. “He was 
honored to work with Cardinal Maida 
on the transformation of this beautiful 
property and to have played a role in its 
success. When the Archdiocese ex­
pressed interest in selling the proper­
ty, my father’s estate was a natural 
choice. They knew that it would be in 
good hands.”

St. John's Seminary opened in 1948 
and operated for 40 years before clos­
ing in 1988. After that, plans were 
brought forth to revitalize the site in 
the mid-'90s, with work being done in

See INN, Page 4A
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Redford police lose one of their own to cancer

The Redford Township Police Department lost Lt. John Butler to cancer on July 
23, 2021. COURTESY OF REDFORD TOWNSHIP POLICE

Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Redford Township police are mourn­
ing the loss of Lt. John Butler, a law en­
forcer they’re remembering for his con­
tributions to the department and his lik- 
ability and empathy with nearly every­
one he met. Butler, 51, of Orion left the 
department about a year ago to undergo 
cancer treatment. He had been with the 
department since 1997.

“It was a big blow to the department,” 
Chief Nick Lentine said of his departure. 
“He had a lot of responsibilities around 
here. He was a well-liked supervisor, 
not to mention the fact that a good 
friend was seriously ill.”

Butler died July 23. He was known as 
a loving husband to his wife, Julie, a 
dear father and an adored grandfather.

The police department has been 
crowding its Facebook page memorial­
izing the man who served the depart­
ment’s SWAT team, perimeter rifle 
team, and firearms cadre.

He also was a field training officer 
and firearms training coordinator, 
whom Letine said really was instrumen­
tal in the department getting more fre­
quent, more routine training in necessi­
ties like firearms and officer safety.

Butler was named the department’s 
2009 Officer of the Year for the weight of 
his overall contributions.

“John was a tough-as-nails officer 
with a heart of gold,” a recent post reads. 
“Truly one of the good guys in every 
way, John cared for everyone he came in 
contact with, both fellow officer and ci­
vilian, and often wore his heart on his 
sleeve for the world to see.

“JB could arrest someone, give them 
a life lesson talk, and have them laugh­
ing by the time he got them to jail.”

So that future generations think of 
his contributions, department officials

have a new name for its firing range: The 
Lt. John Butler Firearms Training Cen­
ter.

“Definitely he was here to serve and 
that’s something he took seriously,” Le­
tine said.
A burial ceremony has taken place.
Those wanting to honor Butler are 

asked to support The Thin Blue Line, 
which comforted his family through his 
cancer battle.

Donations can be made at

The Redford Township Police 
Department lost Lt. John Butler to 
cancer on July 23, 2021. courtesy of 
REDFORD TOWNSHIP POLICE

www.tblofmi.com or sent to The Thin 
Blue Line of Michigan, 13938 Inkster Rd, 
#400, Redford, MI 48239.

Redford police left a few last mes­
sages for Butler. Here’s one that ap­
peared in a Facebook post and obituary: 
“Rest easy, Johnny! We've got the watch 
from here.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela

Canton Twp. creates six-figure deputy supervisor position
Township of Canton Population, 1990-2019
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Figure t: Township of Canton Population, 1990-2019
This graph created by consulting group Novak Raftelis shows Canton's population growth since 1990. courtesy of novak
RAFTELIS

The Canton Township Board of Trust­
ees voted 6-0 (Treasurer Dian Slavens 
was not present) July 27 to create a dep­
uty supervisor position that will offer an 
initial annual compensation package in 
the range of $178,000 and $224,000.

Canton Supervisor Anne Marie Gra- 
ham-Hudak, whose annual compensa­
tion package costs the township be­
tween $155,000 and $160,000, said it's 
not unusual for appointed township em­
ployees to earn more than elected offi­
cials.

Graham-Hudak said the deputy su­
pervisor position will provide an addi­
tional layer of departmental oversight 
that will increase efficiency and ac­
countability within the township while 
providing its residents with enhanced 
services.

"There has been so much disinvest­
ment by the previous township regimes 
that programs and services the town­
ship's residents deserve have had to be 
pulled back and employees have been 
overworked," Graham-Hudak said.

Graham-Hudak said the newly-creat­
ed position will not require an increase in 
residents' taxes.

"The money is already in the budget, 
but not being used," she said. "One of this 
board's primary goals is to serve resi­
dents while being fiscally responsible, 
which we are. It is a disservice to resi­
dents to not move forward with these fis- 
cally-responsible changes."

Graham-Hudak said the township 
has funded positions similar to the new 
deputy supervisor job in the past, but 
has used different terminology to de­
scribe the position.

"For instance, former Public Safety 
Director John Santomauro was a director 
of directors for five years and he received 
a pay and pension upgrade (comparable 
to what the deputy supervisor will 
make), but his title didn't reflect it," Gra­
ham-Hudak said.
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Michigan's Charter Township Act al­
lows supervisors to appoint a deputy. 
Graham- Hudak, who was elected in No­
vember 2020, revealed she has selected 
a person for the position and that con­
tract details will be discussed during the 
board's Aug. 10 meeting.

Graham-Hudak said the targeted per­
son's name will not be released until a 
contract is solidified.

"We would like to see the deputy su­
pervisor start sometime in late August or 
early September," she said.

Growing demands

Canton has grown to become the sec­
ond most-populous township in Michi­
gan, trailing only Clinton Township in 
the number of residents, Graham-Hudak 
said.

"This growth necessitates changes to 
our organizational structure," Graham- 
Hudak said. "Canton is one of the only 
municipalities of its size that did not 
have a position comparable to the depu­
ty supervisor position."

Recommendation no. 15 in an organi­
zational assessment compiled by con­
sulting group Novak Raftelis in June 
urged the township to create a deputy 
supervisor position "to supplement the 
increased responsibilities of the supervi­
sor's office."

"The successful implementation of 
the organization-wide initiatives identi­
fied by the Board and described in this 
assessment will create a need for high- 
level project oversight and management 
capacity in the Supervisor’s Office," the 
consulting group's 72-page assessment 
read. "In addition, it is important to en­
sure that the Township Supervisor’s 
span of control is reasonable and allows 
the Supervisor to focus on broader stra­
tegic issues, community relations, and 
Board relations."

Pat Williams, Graham-Hudak's pred­

Canton Township Supervisor Anne 
Marie Graham-Hudak will be assisted 
by a deputy supervisor, john heider | 
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ecessor, suggested a deputy supervisor­
like position was not necessary in Can­
ton for the previous 12 years when he and 
Phil LaJoy served as supervisor — Wil­
liams from 2016-2020 and LaJoy from 
2008-2016 — because they both had or­
ganizational management experience.

"Phil and I both came into the super­
visor position with several years of expe­
rience in handling millions of dollars in 
budgets and overseeing a large number 
of directors and employees," Williams 
said. "The township is doing very well fi­
nancially. Ideally, if there's such a sur­
plus of money in the budget, I'd rather 
see it refunded to taxpayers."

Canton's deputy supervisor will be a 
non-merit employee, so his or her term 
will end once Graham-Hudak's time in 
office is over. Graham-Hudak's succes­
sor can retain the existing deputy super­
visor or appoint a new person for the job.

The township currently employs a 
deputy treasurer and deputy clerk, both 
of which are merit positions that are not 
affected by elections.

& 4 w

Township Clerk Michael Siegrist said 
the creation of the deputy supervisor po­
sition was "long overdue".

"Canton Township was an outlier 
when it came to having a bureaucratic 
layer between elected officials and the 
organization itself," Siegrist said. "The 
township has been fairly successful over 
the past several years, but imagine how 
much more could have been accom­
plished (with a deputy supervisor).

"It's hard when you're scaling up; it's a 
culture shift. But we have the budget for 
it and a professional recommendation."

The official request for board action 
regarding the deputy supervisor position 
stated that when the latest census data 
is released, Canton Township is expect­
ed to be the eighth-largest municipality 
in Michigan with more than100,000 res­
idents.

"The needs of the community have 
also continued to grow due to the larger 
population, which lead to increased gov­
ernmental services and governing func­
tions and requirements," the document 
said. "Due to the requirements to meet 
community needs and board goals, sev­
eral positions were recommended to be 
created."

Graham-Hudak said the deputy su­
pervisor's day-to-day responsibilities 
will be multi-faceted, including taking 
over some human resources-related du­
ties.

"We're trying to set in place a struc­
ture that can help us meet the goals our 
employees and residents have told us 
they would like to see," Graham-Hudak 
said. "For instance, one service we'd like 
to improve upon is the length of time res­
idents have to wait for building permits 
to be reviewed. The restructuring we're 
doing now will go a long way toward 
making procedures like this more effi­
cient."

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eaw- 
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375-1113.
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The Big Tree Hunt contest is on. Get ready to throw some shade

Kris Bauer provides some perspective for the size of 
the spread of the branches of her saucer magnolia 
tree on the property of her Trowbridge Road home in 
Bloomfield Hills. Bauer said that the tree was 
probably around 70 years old. john 
HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Kris Bauer provides some perspective for the size of 
her Big Tree Hunt saucer magnolia tree on the 
property of her Trowbridge Road home in Bloomfield 
Hills. Bauer said that the tree was probably around 
70 years old. john heider/hometownlife.com

Susan Bromley
Hometownlrfe.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - 
MICHIGAN

The search is on for the 
most majestic trees in 
Michigan (and maybe the 
country) in the Big Tree 
Hunt.

ReLeaf Michigan 
seeks your assistance in 
identifying the state's 
largest trees, with the 
biggest in each of hun­
dreds of species to be reg­
istered in a state data­
base, in a contest that has 
been extended due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ashley Laux, project 
forester for the non-profit 
ReLeaf Michigan, said 
the biennial contest had 
more than 700 submis­
sions in 2018-19 from 81 of 
the state's 83 counties 
and is hoping for even 
more this go around after 
the contest extension.

"There is a lot of scien­
tific data that big trees 
provide and there is huge 
value in knowing where 
those trees are," Laux 
said, citing also the cli­
mate, cultural and his­
torical information that 
can be gleaned. "Michi­
gan's trees are hundreds 
of years old and when you 
look at trees and the sur­
rounding environment, 
you can understand what 
happened historically in 
that region and we can 
make better management 
decisions around our for­
ests and how we manage 
the land."

Many entries come 
from southeast Michi­
gan, with oaks the major­
ity species, but all tree 
species are wanted and 
there is a special prize 
category for white pine in 
addition to prizes for larg­
est tree in each county

and more.
Michigan's Big Tree 

database currently has 
547 trees standing tall as 
state champions of their 
species, with several 
from the Hometown Life 
communities, including 
ones making the list in 
just the past year.

Bloomfield Hills and 
Bloomfield Township 
have several, among 
them "Big Daddy," the 
moniker given by a family 
to the Norway spruce that 
graces their yard on 
Brookdale. The tree has a 
girth of 140.4 inches and 
stands 92 feet tall.

Another Norway 
spruce at 21937 Novi Road 
in Northville was dam­
aged by a lightning strike, 
but was still standing 
strong in late October, 
registered with a girth of 
176 inches and height of 
84 feet.

Also making the list is 
a white fir at 58955 Ten 
Mile in South Lyon that 
was observed last Octo­
ber with a girth of 109 
inches and height of 60 
feet.

The represented spe­
cies in the Hometown 
Life communities also in­
clude English, willow and 
scarlet oaks in Northville, 
a dawn redwood and sau­
cer magnolia in Bloom­
field Hills, a green ash in 
Bloomfield Township, 
and an American beech in 
Livonia.

According to the 2020 
National Register of 
Champion Trees, Michi­
gan currently holds only 
one title, for a white wil­
low in Lansing which was 
last measured a decade 
ago with a trunk circum­
ference of 389 inches, a 
height of 67.67 feet, and a 
crown spread of 81 feet.

"Since there are hun­

dreds of tree species that 
don’t yet have registered 
champions, the Big Tree 
Hunt is a great opportu­
nity to add to this list and 
get Michigan trees no­
ticed nationwide," Laux 
said.

Michigan has four tree 
species that have no reg­
istered state champion: 
Striped maple, mountain 
maple, choke cherry and 
white/paper birch. Any 
size of these could be a 
potential winner.

The overall largest 
trees on the National Reg­
ister are found in Califor­
nia, home to the Sequoia 
Giant and Redwood Coast 
species.

The Big Tree Hunt con­
test, which offers prizes 
for identifying the biggest 
trees in Michigan, is open 
to participants of all ages. 
Trees are scored in a 
point system, taking into 
account circumference,

height and crown spread.
All accessible trees are 

eligible and can be found 
in yards, parks, or on hik­
ing trails. Even if the tree 
submitted is not as large 
as a currently listed state 
champion, Laux said it is 
important to still submit, 
since the titleholding 
trees may have died or 
since been removed.

The contest, held ev­
ery two years since 1993, 
helps ReLeaf Michigan 
track vital historical liv­
ing landmarks and can 
land eligible trees on the 
National Registry, updat­
ed every spring and fall 
by American Forests, the 
nation's oldest conserva­
tion non-profit.

More contest details 
and the entry form are 
available online at 
releafmichigan.org. The 
contest will accept sub­
missions until the dead­
line of Aug. 19, 2022.

Email bigtreehunt@re- 
leafmichigan.org or call 
800-642-7353.

Contact reporter Su­
san Bromley at sbrom-

ley(a)hometownlife. com 
or517-281-2412. Follow her 
on Twitter
@SusanBromleylO.
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'Luxury Condominium 
Living At Its Finest!”

Canton, MI- Enchanting 2 or 3 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 1,450 to 2,000 square feet, 
contemporary design, gourmet kitchens with granite counters, 
scenic landscaping, and spacious great rooms, from the $300,s.

Villas at Woodbridge Estates • Canton, MI

OW N 12-6 PM
Friday Thru Tuesday

For Information 
734-844-8300

FURNISHED MODELS 
LOCATED AT:

48610 Last bridge. Cant on, M l 48188 
Located Oil Geddes Rd between 

Denton Rd. & Beck Rd.
Plymouth, MI- Elegant 3 or 4 bedroom luxury condominiums 
with lofts and two car garages from 2,270 to 2,430 square feet, 
gourmet kitchens with granite counters, quality features, 
and fireplaces, centrally located minutes from downtown 
Plymouth and nearby Northville, from the $40Q,s.

50 32”x 60”
WALK-IN SHOWER

$1OQ■ (:Tj8ld'j2iU3r.ingi

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY UNITS AVAIIABLE

PROFESSIONAL ^Vi /mo.
INSTALLATION I Mm

'Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Subject to credit 
approval. Fixed interest rate of 6.99% for 120 months. Payment example assumes one time S10.000 purchase on 
approval date (APR 7.15%) with 1 payment of S155.06 followed by 119 amortized payments of Si 16.06. Payments 
assume Account Activation charge of $39 applies and is due with first required payment. $586 due at signing.

313-241-9145

Open 12pm - Spin 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

or by Appointment 
For Information 
734-354-9000

MODELS LOCATED AT!
located At:

42432 Gateway Drive. ^ 
Rlvmouth, M1 48170 ft

WoodbridgeCommunities.com
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Browndog
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Ice cream lovers rejoice: Browndog 
Barlor plans to make a return to down­
town Farmington.

The shop, known for its ice cream, 
originally closed last year during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic. CEO 
and co-founder Paul Gabriel said last 
fall the closure would be permanent, 
saying they weren't able to hire enough 
staff to reopen the shop at 33314 Grand 
River. So he decided to put the space 
up for sale.

Now, with restrictions lifted, Gabri­
el said he's ready to give it another go 
in Farmington.

"At the time we had no idea how 
long the pandemic would last so we 
decided to try and sell the location. We 
had a buyer, but that deal fell through," 
he said via email. "Now that the pan­
demic restrictions have been lifted 
we’re hopeful that we can put together 
enough staff to reopen."

There's no exact timetable for the 
reopening, though Gabriel said he 
hopes to begin serving scoops by Sep­
tember or October, as long as he can 
find staff. Those interested in applying 
can do so at
browndogbarlor.com/hiring.

Gabriel said guests can expect a 
"new and improved" experience at the 
reopened Farmington location. 
Browndog has continued operating a 
shop in downtown Northville and 
some of the changes made during the 
pandemic there will transfer to the re­
opened shop.

"Throughout the pandemic our 
Northville location has made a lot of

Adoption
Continued from Page 1A

Are you okay?’ and I said, ‘Yeah.’ I gave 
her a kiss and handed her over.”

Last year Swanson, an English tutor 
who lives in Farmington, said the pho­
to — of Robinson, now Eaton County’s 
treasurer and a Vermontville resident, 
cradling her — was still there, in the 
back of her mind, when she decided to 
find him.

*...1 had been missing something’

Swanson’s adoptive parents, Su­
zanne a teacher and Dean a purchas­
ing agent, talked openly with her and 
her older brother Eric about their 
adoptions.

“They’re very caring and loving 
people,” Swanson said. “It was the best 
childhood I could have had.”

Growing up in Troy, she didn’t feel 
compelled to connect with birth rela­
tives.

“I thought about them a little bit but 
I never really thought too deeply,” 
Swanson said. “What I thought was, 
‘They have their own lives now and I 
don’t want to disrupt that.’”

Swanson graduated from high 
school, majored in Japanese at Oak­
land University and studied abroad in 
Japan before coming back to Michigan 
to become a private English tutor.
Two years ago, she received an 

email from a woman claiming to be her 
sister.

“I’ve known about you all of your 
life, and I’ve looked for you for years,” 
the email read. The woman told Swan­
son they shared the same birth moth­
er.

“I was just shocked because I hadn’t 
thought about it for years and years,” 
Swanson said.

The two women began correspond­
ing, and it sparked a curiosity in Swan­
son about her biological parents.

“It made me realize I had been miss­
ing something that I now felt like I 
needed,” she said.

But Swanson didn’t decide to find 
Robinson until last summer after she 
started seeing a psychologist. The CO­
VID-19 pandemic had triggered de­
pression and anxiety she’d been diag­
nosed with at age 14, Swanson said, 
and her doctor happened to specialize 
in working with adoptees.

Through therapy, Swanson said, 
she began exploring the idea that be­
ing separated from her birth parents 
could have caused trauma.

“Adoption is wonderful if adoptive 
parents are ready and healthy people 
but it can create struggles for adopt­
ees,” she said. “It kind of clicked in my 
mind, ‘Wow, maybe this is why I’m 
such an anxious person and I get so 
depressed.’”

With her adoptive parents’ help, 
Swanson found an address for Robin­

Barlor plans to reopen
Natalie 
Carroll with 
two scoops 
of
Browndog 
ice cream 
last fall at 
the Main 
Street 
Northville 
location. 
Browndog 
plans to 
reopen its 
shop
serving ice 
cream and 
other items 
in
downtown 
Farmington 
later this 
year, john 
HEIDER | 
HOMETOWN 
LIFE.COM

changes to the menu, operations, so­
cial district options, and carry-out," he 
said. "We plan to bring a lot of those 
changes to our Farmington location as 
well."

In addition to the shop in Northville 
and soon once again in Farmington, 
Browndog has also expanded selling 
its ice cream in other places, including 
scoop shops such as Michigan Coffee + 
Creamery Co., in Beverly Hills and by 
the pint in grocery stores such as 
Busch's. Browndog opened a produc­
tion facility last year in Oak Park.

Gabriel said he's heard plenty of 
praise from the community on their

shops during the pandemic, and is 
happy to be able to return to Farming- 
ton, a community where Browndog 
first opened back in 2016.

"We have had an outpouring of sup­
port at both location throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Making the deci­
sion to close our Farmington location 
in the first place was incredibly diffi­
cult," he said. "We are both humbled 
and excited to have the opportunity to 
reopen in Downtown Farmington."

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Swanson and her older brother Eric when she was younger. “They’re very caring 
and loving people,” Deanna said of her adoptive parents. “It was the best
childhood I could have had.”

son.
“I wrote him a letter, and I put a pic­

ture of him holding me in there and a 
current picture of me. I told him I’d al­
ways heard about the story of him 
holding me and I thanked him for be­
ing selfless.”

She sent it via registered mail and 
waited for notification that it had been 
delivered.

I’ve lived with a hole in my heart 
for 30 years’

Robinson said he never stopped 
thinking about Swanson.

“I guess I would say that experience 
and the experience of the adoption 
was really the horror experience of my 
life,” he said.

Walking out of the adoption agency 
after he’d handed her to her adoptive 
parents was gut-wrenching.

“It felt like it was a hundred miles,” 
Robinson said. “That’s when I thought 
about everything that I was giving up. I 
already had a child so I knew what it 
was like to be a parent. ... I realized I 
would never see her first step, her first 
day of school, and all those experienc­
es that you have with your child.”

Robinson remarried. He and his 
wife Amy had two daughters, Zoey, 25, 
and Keeley, 21. His eldest child, Jona­
than, is 38.

Last October, Robinson received 
Swanson’s letter.
He read it, then held up the photo 

Swanson had included of herself, 
standing barefoot on a balcony.

“It’s kind of hard to explain the hap­
piness of receiving that photograph,” 
Robinson said. “I noticed almost in­
stantly that her feet are very similar to 
mine. It was just kind of a humorous 
detail that I noticed right away.”

The two of them corresponded via 
email for several months, agreeing not 
to meet in person until they had both 
been vaccinated against COVID-19.

They learned that they both strug­
gle with anxiety, and Swanson said 
hearing how Robinson struggled with 
her adoption was eye-opening.

“It was very overwhelming,” she 
said. “I think for the first time in my life 
I realized that my adoption impacted a 
lot of people’s lives and that it was very 
tough for everyone. I could kind of feel 
his grief and his loss.”
A poem Robinson wrote for Swan­

son on her first birthday entitled 
“Yours,” that centers around the stars 
in the night sky, has since inspired her 
to begin making jewelry. She launched 
the side business, Nadia’s Hope, this 
year.

The pair met for the first time this 
spring at a coffee shop in Northville, 
sitting at a table and talking until the 
business closed for the day.

“I’ve lived with a hole in my heart for 
30 years,” Robinson said. “I think that 
was the moment when that hole was 
patched.”
A few weeks later, Swanson and her 

girlfriend, Agatha Lee, traveled to Ver­
montville to meet Robinson, Amy, and 
their two daughters.

“I was immediately comfortable,” 
Swanson said.

She hopes to reintroduce Robinson 
to her adoptive parents, and although 
she hasn’t connected with her birth 
mother yet, SwansonD hopes to in the 
future.

“I feel like there’s a hole that’s been 
filled up, a hole that I didn’t know I 
had,” she said.

Contact Rachel Greco at rgreco 
@lsj.com.

white-tailed deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus) times recorder file photo

Deer
Continued from Page 1A

within the community.
"There is a uniqueness to this that 

needs to be addressed, and the way to 
do that is to work with other communi­
ties in the county," Assistant City Man­
ager Joe Valentine said.

Oakland County had 1,855 deer-re- 
lated vehicle crashes in 2020, the 
highest in Michigan. Nearly 100 of 
those happened in Farmington Hills. 
This year, the city has already seen 52.

Aerial tracking conducted by the 
city identified 729 deer living in Far­
mington and Farmington Hills. Those 
levels are four times what the state 
considers a healthy deer population 
for cities similar in size.

But even so, deer don't know bor­
ders and travel between communities. 
So officials suspect it will take a re­
gional or whole county effort coming 
together to actually fix the problem.

“If we resolve this with manage­
ment practices, it won’t do anything 
because deer will continue to cross our 
borders," Deputy Public Services Di­
rector Bryan Farmer said. "So, we need 
to work with neighboring communi­
ties.”

Local governments that participate 
in the coalition, including Farmington 
Hills, would need approval from their 
respective governing boards. Farming- 
ton Hills council members expressed a 
desire to move quickly on the issue at a 
July 26 meeting.

"They’re beautiful animals and I re­
member years ago you would see one 
in your yard now and then and it was a 
treat," Councilwoman Valerie Knol 
said. "But now, the stories of seeing 14 
in a yard is not uncommon,"

Knol added she'd like council to 
hear from wildlife experts and learn 
more about culling.

"I think we need to get a lot of ques­
tions answered first and we need to 
learn about wildlife management 
techniques," she said.

Mayor Vicki Barnett said council 
will discuss the issue again at its Aug. 9 
meeting.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Inn
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phases. The St. John’s Golf and Con­
ference Center opened in 2000, and 
expansion on the facility to add the 
Grande Ballroom and room for 450 
seats opened in 2005. The privately- 
owned Inn at St. John’s opened in 
2006.

The space's hotel, conference 
rooms, and reception centers will all 
remain operational, as will the golf 
course, according to a news release an­
nouncing the sale. The Archdiocese of 
Detroit will continue to lease space for 
the chapel, allowing for weddings to 
continue to take place on the grounds.

“This purchase is yet another exam­
ple of the Pulte family’s longstanding 
commitment to southeast Michigan 
and the local Church in Detroit,” said 
Archbishop of Detroit Allen Vigneron 
in a statement. “The decision to sell 
was motivated in part by the consider­
able challenges of a Catholic organiza­
tion operating a hotel conference cen­
ter - especially during the pandemic - 
so we are grateful that Pulte Family 
Management SJLLC has stepped for­
ward to purchase the property and op­
erate it going forward, ensuring its 
continued legacy and value in the local 
community.”

More plans for the site are expected 
to be announced in the coming 
months.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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GFL waste pick up delays cause 
some to drop struggling company

A GFL employee picks up trash in Milford in this March 2020 photo. The 
company has come under fire from residents frustrated with delays in garbage

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Garbage pickup has become messy 
lately.

Some homeowners are trashing 
their garbage pickup contracts with 
GFL Environmental amidst multiple 
missed or delayed waste collections 
over the past few months.

In Green Oak Township, the entire 
Greenock Hills subdivision — more 
than 140 homes — is dumping GFL af­
ter the company failed to pick up their 
yard waste.

“We had been with GFL for years,” 
Erin Skyring, who has lived in the sub 
for five years, said. “About eight weeks 
ago, they did not pick up the yard 
waste... There was a lot of yard waste 
sitting out for multiple days and every­
one was getting a different story.”

Skyring said the situation escalated 
and then the company stopped pick­
ing up yard waste altogether and at the 
beginning of June there was pieces of 
trash strewn all over the street. She 
called the trash debacle “the biggest 
thing in Greenock Hills ever.”

Joseph Munem, GFL Environmen­
tal USA director of government affairs, 
wrote in an emailed statement that the 
waste collection industry has been hit 
particularly hard by the current labor 
shortage and said "the company un­
derstands and shares in the frustra­
tions caused by delays."

The problem is compounded, he ex­
plained, as the entire trucking indus­
try experiences a shortage of parts 
needed to repair and maintain vehicles 
due to worldwide supply line disrup­
tions. This interruption has affected 
GFL's fleet, reducing the number of 
trucks available for use.

These issues are impacting not only 
homeowners or associations who have 
individual contracts with waste collec­
tion service providers, but also entities 
who have community-wide contracts 
with a single provider, including Livo­
nia, South Lyon, and Novi.

Livonia, in the midst of an 8-year 
contract with GFL, has been receiving 
numerous complaints from residents 
during the past two months regarding 
delays in the company's collection of 
solid waste, recycling and yard waste. 
Those complaints were passed on to 
GFL regularly, but this week, Mayor 
Maureen Brosnan took it a step further 
and met with GFL to provide a map of 
all reported delays in the city.

“We certainly understand our resi­
dents’ frustrations with these unprec­
edented delays in service," Brosnan 
wrote in an email, asking for continued 
patience in what she hopes and be­
lieves will be a short-term problem. "At 
the same time, we also know the hiring 
issues GFL is facing - we’re facing 
them here in the city also.”

Brosnan said GFL shared "aggres­
sive strategies they are using to ad­
dress labor shortages" and the city also 
agreed to a new strategy shortening

pickups. SUSAN BROMLEY | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

truck travel to GFL's yard waste site.
As an alternative, a post on the 

city's Facebook page reminded Livo­
nia residents that they may take their 
own yard waste to a refuse disposal 
site Rat 32500 Glendale, open 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.

South Lyon City Manager Paul Zele- 
nak said residents have been experi­
encing collection delays from GFL for 
the past few weeks, but it’s difficult to 
measure how many have experienced 
the problem or how many complaints 
have been received.

“Everything is still being picked up, 
it may just be a day late,” he said. “It 
might be a slight inconvenience, that 
is the biggest thing, but it's not piling 
up week after week. We are trying to be 
understanding with employers who 
are providing services to us.”

GFL’s contract with the city, which 
expires in a year, currently costs each 
resident $37 per quarter, equivalent to 
$148 per year.

In an attempt to resolve issues, Mu­
nem said GFL had implemented “oper­
ational changes,” including offering in­
centives to attract and retain employ­
ees.

He added that while customers may 
continue to experience a one-day de­
lay this week, “we hope for a return to 
normal service levels by next week.”
Munem added that subscription 

customers have been issued credits for 
delayed service and call center opera­
tions have been enhanced to reduce 
call wait times, although recent calls to 
numbers on the GFL website resulted 
in waits of at least 30-45 minutes

without an answer.
In Novi, where the city just started 

an eight-year contract with GFL, 
Assistant City Manager Victor Carde­
nas said there have been 141 com­
plaints on garbage pick-ups, 61 regard­
ing yard waste pick-up, and 21 missed 
recycling pick-ups between July 1-27. 
He attributes this to new contractor 
hiccups, and also noted there has been 
larger than normal volume due to 
storms.

“We’re happy with the new contrac­
tor and content with how they are 
working through issues we present, 
they seem quick to resolve them,” Car­
denas said. “Everyone can relate to the 
first month on the job, it’s a learning 
process and as in August and into Sep­
tember and the fall, the number (of 
complaints) will drop dramatically.”

Greenock Hills homeowners, long­
time GFL customers, weren’t waiting 
any longer.

Chuck Mason, the president of the 
Greenock Hills Homeowners Associa­
tion, sent a letter to all the residents in­
forming them of the HOA Board’s deci­
sion to switch vendors, “After being 
very patient with GFL and trying val­
iantly to work our way out of the cur­
rent trash/recycling/yard waste situa­
tion.”

They went with Bougie’s Disposal, 
the only waste collection company 
that responded to their inquiries out of 
four that were contacted.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517- 
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter 
@SusanBromleylO.

Farmington Hills 
putting public 
safety millage 
before voters
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Hills' police and fire de­
partments get about a third of their fund­
ing from two tax levies.

The city is asking voters to renew one 
of those collections in November.

On July 26, city council approved a 
Nov. 2 ballot proposal asking voters to en­
able the city to levy 17 mills for public 
safety for the next 10 years. If approved, 
the millage would generate $6.3 million in 
2022.

"Health, safety and welfare is what 
we're up here to do," Councilman Ken 
Massey said. "I think our citizens have en­
joyed a very safe city, and this public safe­
ty question needs to be put on the ballot."
A mill is $1 for every $1,000 in taxable 

value on a property. So, a homeowner 
with a house valued at $200,000 would 
pay about $170 in taxes a year for the pub­
lic safety millage.

This millage, which makes up 17% of 
the public safety budget and was first 
passed in 2011, will pay for operational 
costs like staffing and equipment. Should 
the millage not pass, both the fire and po­
lice departments would look at making 
staffing cuts.

"Our current staffing levels are sup­
ported solely by the 2011 millage," Fire 
Chief Jon Unmh said.

City Manager Gary Mekjian explained 
the millages helped supplement the de­
partments since the state cut back on rev­
enue sharing during the Great Recession.

"We’re still suffering from the lack of 
revenue sharing from the state, and we 
will be for many years," he said.

Both departments are facing higher 
call volumes — the fire department alone 
is on track to respond to 11,000 calls this 
year — with the same or similar staffing 
levels they had 10 years ago.

Police Chief Jeff King said, despite 
stagnant staff numbers, Farmington Hills 
currently has "the lowest crime rates in 
our city’s history" and is routinely named 
one of the safest cities in Michigan. The 
chief added his department has also tak­
en steps to be more transparent and treat 
mental health calls like true health calls — 
something the fire department helps with 
— in recent years.

"By 2025, our entire executive and 
command staff can retire," King said. "So, 
we need to be focusing on succession and 
staff development moving forward."
Unmh and King said, should the mill- 

age fail, they’ll look to put it before voters 
again next year.

The city's other public safety millage 
will be up for renewal in 2025. That mill- 
age brings in 15% of the departments' 
funding.

In November, Farmington Hills resi­
dents will also choose a mayor and three 
council members.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at 
stankersle@hometoumlife.com or 248- 
305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Livonia man sentenced 13-20 years for trying to hire hitman
Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Livonia man accused of soliciting 
someone to kill his girlfriend’s husband, 
as well as invading his ex-wife’s home, 
was sentenced to up to 20 years in pris­
on.

Scott Fraser Porter, 50, admitted he 
“screwed up” by making a terrible mis­
take that he’s sorry for and begged Third 
Circuit Judge Chandra Baker for some le­
niency.

“I repented for my sins and asked God 
for his forgiveness,” he said after reciting 
from the Bible. “Everyone deserves a 
second chance. I’m sorry. I need to be 
able to talk to my kids. I need my kids in 
my life, and they need me as well.

“I’m asking you now, Judge Baker, to 
have mercy on me.”

His defense attorney Anjali Prasad 
also pleaded with the judge during the 
July 28sentencing. She emphasized that 
the home invasion and solicitation con­
victions are Porter’s first felonies.

She further protested that the former 
work supervisor at Loc Performance Inc. 
in Plymouth Township is a steady, stable 
college-educated man who fell into a 
deep depression and abused alcohol af­
ter a contentious divorce.

“He took it too far,” Prasad said. “He 
went to work. He grumbled about his 
personal life, lamented about how the 
love of his life is married to somebody

else. And an individual working through 
the police said, ‘Let me put you in touch 
with a hitman.’

“Scott took the number, called the hit­
man and said, ‘Yes, would you please kill 
(the) husband because I want to be with 
my girlfriend.’"

While acknowledging it was a “bad 
crime,” Prasad predicted that, if impris­
oned, Porter would return to his children 
and the Livonia community without any 
chances of gainful employment upon re­
lease.

“The question for the court is where to 
go from here. Are we going to set him up 
for failure by warehousing him for anoth­
er 10 years? Or are we going to fashion a 
sentence that’s going to set him up for 
success? If we set him up for success 
now, it benefits all of us.”

She pleaded for a sentence that would 
have been a mix of probation, therapy, 
counselors, reintegration and child sup­
port for Porter’s children.

But the judge surpassed the possible 
minimum sentence of 126 months - or 
10.5 years - when sentencing Porter.

Baker sentenced Porter to 2-15 year- 
son the 2018 home invasion charge and 
13-20 years on the 2019 murder solicita­
tion charge, sentences that will run con­
currently. Porter, who pleaded guilty to 
both charges, was given 846 days - or a 
little more than two years - credit for jail 
time already served.

The judge said she listened to what 
Porter had to say and never heard him

talk about deciding to kill his girlfriend’s 
husband. Also referring to the break-in, 
she said Porter had been a threat to two 
women, both with children.

“Sometimes, we make mistakes just 
as David did in the Bible,” Baker said. “He 
made many. Yes, he was forgiven. But 
there were always consequences and 
those consequences lasted until the very 
end. If you have a chance to read it, you 
will see that. So this will have conse­
quences. I will not go below the guide­
lines, not on a solicitation of murder.”

Prasad, a former federal prosecutor 
and a criminal defense attorney who 
owns Prasad Legal PLLC in Bloomfield 
Township, said there are some appeal- 
able issues that include Porteds friends 
and family not being in the courtroom 
and some inconsistent sentencing 
guideline factoring.

“I’m very disappointed that, at the 
end of the day, the judge chose to ware­
house an individual with no criminal rec­
ord,” she said. “”He’s getting 13 years and 
nobody was harmed.

“I don’t know if his sentence will hold 
up on appeal. No blood was shed. No 
harm was done. This is a tough sentence 
for a situation like that.”

She said Porter will have to decide 
whether to appeal.

Porter’s ex-wife also spoke in court, 
her voice occasionally trembling as she 
explained why she wanted the maxi­
mum sentence. She spoke of a violent 
husband who increasingly abused her

mentally and emotionally because of 
misplaced anger.

“Sometimes, it was a booming voice 
that shook the room with expletives or a 
door ripped clear off its hinges,” she said. 
“Other times, it was more subtle like a 
handgun casually left in a nightstand 
drawer. But they were threats all the 
same.”

She was somewhat relieved after 
agreeing to a divorce, which freed her 
from feeling like she had to walk on egg­
shells. But then he turned on her, com­
plaining about assets he felt were his.

Then he took items from her home
“A new deeper level of fear took hold,” 

she said. “Your honor, it makes me sick 
when I think about how relentless and 
obsessively dedicated he was at finding a 
hitman. For the better part of a year, he 
was calculating and steadfast in his 
commitment to end the lives of those 
who stood in the way of his happiness.

“He stopped only because he was 
caught.”

Because of ongoing pandemic rules, 
Hometown Life viewed the sentencing 
online. The camera remained on the 
judge and some court staff.

Porter, wearing a jail jumpsuit, walked 
into the camera’s view at the end of the 
proceeding. He was being escorted out of 
the courtroom.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela.



n

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Fish Oil Failure Shines a 
Grim Light on America’s 

Memory Crisis
America’s top memory M.D. reveals the startling 
reason why “senior moments” may be caused by 

fish oil — and the #1 way to fix it fast
More than 16 million Americans 

suffer age-associated cognitive 
impairment. And according to nationwide 

research, these numbers are only rising.
Thankfully, anti-aging specialist and 

bestselling author, Dr. A1 Sears, says 
there’s an easy way to banish senior 
moments for good. It’s a safe, natural 
compound that can grow the brain 
significantly bigger.
And unlike failed solutions that 

promise what they can’t deliver, this one 
actually works — at least, according to 
studies from Framingham, Stanford, and 
other reputable universities.

But in order for it to work, you must 
avoid using run-of-the-mill fish oil 
supplements. “The worst thing you can 
do for your memory,” explains Dr. Sears, 
“is to supplement with fish oil.”

Dr. A1 Sears, a highly-acclaimed 
MD — who has published more than 
500 studies — says today’s low-grade 
supermarket fish oil is causing the 
surge in America’s memory crisis. 
“These cheap oils are no longer as 
nutrient-dense as they once were,” he 
explains.

If you want to get rid of embarrassing 
senior moments and grow the 
brain significantly bigger, Dr. Sears 
recommends a different approach.

THE SECRET TO A LASTING 
MEMORY

Research has shown our paleo 
ancestors were able to grow bigger and 
smarter brains by eating foods rich in one 
ingredient — DHA. “Our hippocampus 
thrives off DHA, and grows because 
of it,” explains Dr. Sears. “Without 
DHA, our brains would shrink, and our 
memories would quickly fade.”
A groundbreaking study from the 

University of Alberta confirmed this. 
Animals given a diet rich in DHA saw a 
29% boost in their hippocampus — the 
part of the brain responsible for learning 
and memory. As a result, these animals 
became smarter.
The same was found in human studies, 

too. Stanford University analyzed 
the brains of over 1,100 women. And 
according to brain scans, DHA grew 
significantly bigger hippocampal brain 
regions.

Conversely, after analyzing more than 
1,500 seniors, the Framingham study 
found that those whose brains were 
deficient in DHA, also had significantly 
smaller brains — a characteristic of 
accelerated aging and a weakened 
memory.
And lastly, a randomized, double­

blind, placebo-controlled study from 
Columbia found something remarkable. 
485 senior men and women were put 
through a series of rigorous mental and 
visual tests.
They were asked to remember weird 

shapes and images that made the task so 
challenging, some compared it to an IQ 
test. Remarkably, after 6 months, those 
who took DHA had a significant edge in 
learning, memory, and brain function 
over those who didn’t.

“Unfortunately, it’s almost impossible 
to boost levels of DHA simply by eating 
more fish or fish oil,” explains Dr. Sears. 
“DHA in fish oil has plummeted over the 
years.”
The ingredient Dr. Sears is referring to 

is called ALA — a compound found in 
cheap, grocery store fish oil.

PEOPLE ARE TALKING
Fish farming has caused DHA levels 

to plummet and ALA levels to rise, 
according to Dr. Sears.

“In order to produce DHA,” he 
explains, “fish need to eat a natural, 
marine diet, like the one they’d eat in the 
wild.” Without a marine-rich diet, most 
fish won’t produce DHA.

Dr. Sears uncovered that sometime 
during the 1990s, fish farmers stopped 
giving their animals a natural, DHA-rich 
diet and began feeding them a diet that 
was 70% vegetarian.

“It became too expensive for farmers 
to feed fish what they’d eat in the wild,” 
explains Dr. Sears. “And since more than 
80% of fish oil comes from farms, it’s 
no wonder the country is experiencing a 
memory crisis. Most people’s brains are 
shrinking and they don’t even know it.”

Why the ‘brain fuel’ ingredient 
in fish oil is slowly drying up.

“Since fish farmers are depriving these 
animals of their natural diet, ALA levels 
in fish oil are going up, while DHA levels 
are being cut in half. It’s no wonder 
people’s brains are shrinking,” explains 
Dr. Sears.
When asked, what can people do to 

improve their memory and brain function 
in the most effective way possible? Dr. 
Sears replied, “Find a quality DHA that 
doesn’t come from a farmed source. 
Only this will help improve memory by 
growing the brain significantly bigger.”

Dr. Sears and his team have been 
working tirelessly for the last 24-months 
developing a unique brain-boosting 
formula called Omega Rejuvenol. It’s 
made from the most powerful source of 
DHA in the ocean, squid and krill — two 
species that cannot be farmed

According to Dr. Sears, these are the 
purest and most potent sources of DHA 
in the world, because they haven’t been 
tampered with. “Omega Rejuvenol 
is sourced from the most sustainable 
fishery in Antarctica. You won’t find this 
oil in any stores. ”
MORE IMPRESSIVE RESULTS
Already, the formula has sold more 

than 27,000 bottles. And for a good 
reason, too. Satisfied customers can’t 
stop raving about the memory-boosting 
benefits of quality-sourced DHA oil.

“I see a noticeable increase in my brain 
function. I’m experiencing a noticeable 
increase in my concentration level and 
productivity throughout the day,” says 
satisfied customer, Timothy B.

“It’s great to remember everyone 
who played in the 75 World Series. My 
memory has never been sharper,” says 
Mike T.

“After the first time I took it, I 
experienced mental clarity and focus. I 
noticed my mental function improve and 
I could concentrate better and be more 
productive throughout the day,” raves 
John F.
And 70-year-old Mark K. says, “My 

focus and memory are back to age-30 
levels. ”
These are just a handful of the 

thousands of reviews Dr. Sears receives 
on a regular basis thanks to his 
breakthrough memory formula, Omega 
Rejuvenol.

WHERE TO FIND 
OMEGA REJUVENOL

To secure bottles of this brain-booster, 
buyers should contact the Sears Health 
Hotline at 1-800-688-3576 within the next 
48 hours. “It takes time to manufacture 
these bottles,” says Dr. Sears. “The 
Hotline allows us to ship the product 
directly to customers who need it most.”

Dr. Sears feels so strongly about this 
product, he is offering a 100%, money- 
back guarantee on every order. “Send 
back any used or unused bottles within 
90 days and I’ll rush you a refund,” says 
Dr. Sears.
The Hotline is taking orders for the next 

48 hours. After that, the phone number 
will shut off to allow for inventory 
restocking.

Call 1-800-688-3576 to secure your 
limited supply of Omega Rejuvenol. 
Readers of this newspaper immediately 
qualify for a steep discount, but only if 
they call within the first 24 hours. To take 
advantage of this great offer use Promo 
Code NP7210R424 when you call.

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS 
PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, PREVENT, TREAT OR CURE ANY DISEASE. 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS MAY VARY. NO INDIVIDUAL RESULTS SHOULD BE SEEN AS TYPICAL

Hegira Health 
has a new CEO
Courtesy of Erickson Strategies

Hegira Health, Inc., a behavioral 
healthcare provider in Wayne County, 
announced a new corporate structure 
starting Oct. 1, 2021.

Hegira Health CEO Ed Forry worked 
with his board of directors on a succes­
sion plan that reconfigures the corpora­
tion's executive management. In May, 
the board unanimously approved the 
plan, which includes the promotion of 
Executive Director Carol Zuniga as the 
new CEO and Forry, who has held the 
top position for 48 years, continuing in 
the corporation as president and vice 
chairman of the board.

“The board’s goal is to provide a 
seamless transition of the CEO’s role 
and authority to Carol Zuniga, who will 
be fully vested with the responsibilities 
and authority as prescribed by our 
board to operate, manage, and oversee 
all aspects of the corporation,” Forry 
said in a release. “As president, I shall 
continue to provide consultation and 
leadership in expanding and enhancing 
Hegira Health’s scope of business."

Zuniga has more than three decades 
of experience in the healthcare industry 
and has dedicated her career to ensur­
ing that quality behavioral health care 
services are readily available to resi­
dents of all income levels across south­
eastern Michigan.

Originally from St. Clair Shores, Zu­
niga graduated from Radford University 
where she completed her master's in 
clinical psychology and from Macales- 
ter College where she received her bach­
elor's in psychology. She has been li­
censed as a limited licensed psycholo­
gist (LLP) in Michigan since 1987.

Zuniga is a strong, visible leader in 
the community and at Hegira Health. 
She has recruited, built and retained a 
top-performing leadership team that fo­
cuses on patient care and community 
services while pushing continuous ex­
pansion for the organization.

During her 27-year career at Hegira 
Health, she has spearheaded ongoing

Carol Zuniga courtesy of erickson
STRATEGIES

service expansion, including the devel­
opment of a children’s specialty ser­
vices division, and designing and con­
tracting for Wayne County’s current 
adult psychiatric crisis service.

The fruits of her passion-filled ser­
vice to addressing gaps in community 
health care helped provide access to 
thousands of people while doubling He­
gira Health’s staff size to reach 400 and 
tripling revenue to $27 million in 2018. 
In addition, she has repeatedly demon­
strated her abilities to stay ahead of 
ever-changing healthcare industry 
trends, with a penchant for engaging 
her management team in forward- 
thinking strategic planning and imple­
mentations, all while maintaining the 
agency’s focus on the quality of care.
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We Move
Let us take care of the back­
breaking work of moving your I 
contents! Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you covered.

We Store
We place your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unit so 
you can rest assured your things I 
are dry and safe.
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Watch the transformation as 
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our lifetime warranted coating | 
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Then we return and safely place | 
your items back.
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Your Votes Have Been Counted!
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SPORTS
Lakeland 
football 
taking the 
next step
New head coach 
leading the way

Rojas looks to carry on 
CC wrestling’s tradition

Manny Rojas' focus for his senior season at Detroit Catholic Central is to leave his legacy on those younger than him.
COURTESY OF NATALIE ROJAS

Senior year offers shot to add more achievements to his resume
Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Manuel Rojas started to wrestle be­
cause of his brother.

Mike Rojas Jr. joined the wrestling 
team in eighth grade as offseason train­
ing for football, later helping Bay City 
Western to a regional title and spot in 
the team state tournament in 2014.

Manuel Rojas was always by Mike’s 
side.

“We pull out all of (Mike's) team pho­
tos and the tournaments, Manny’s in 
every single photo with the whole 
team,” Natalie Rojas, their mother, said. 
“He just loved it. He loved being around 
the other wrestlers. He was always smil­
ing.”

The smiles continued when Manuel 
Rojas got on the wrestling mat himself, 
pinning opponents with that same con­
fident grin.

He knew he was good. He knew he 
would fit right into the Detroit Catholic 
Central wrestling room, already holding 
his own with future Division 1 wrestlers 
as a seventh grader.
Now heading into his final year with 

the Shamrocks, there really isn’t much

that Rojas hasn’t accomplished.
He’s won two team state titles, two 

individual state titles at 189, a junior na­
tional title at 170 - something that no 
Shamrock has ever done - and a Super 
32 title, all while earning a college schol­
arship to wrestle at Iowa State starting 
in 2022.

Tack on earning Hometown Life’s 
Male Athlete of the Year award for 2020- 
21, and none of the accolades really 
shock Rojas.

Pressure for him is minor. Confidence 
is always something he’s embraced, 
learning to hone his ability with help 
from the wrestlers who came before 
him.

In his senior year at CC, one of his 
only goals is to continue to pass that tra­
dition on.

“I’m trying to set the expectation for 
the room,” Rojas said. “‘This is how it 
has to be. You do this, you will be good.’”

Learning from the best

Mitch Hancock remembers Rojas as 
an All-State talent from his first day in 
CC’s wrestling room.

The head coach could see the fresh-

See ROJAS, Page 3B

Catholic Central junior Manuel Rojas 
has won back-to-back state titles.
SCOTT CONFER/SPECIAL TO 
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

James Calhoun thought being an 
assistant coach was the best job in the 
world.

“If things go awry it’s, ‘he’s the guy 
that runs the show,”’ he said laughing, 
having spent the past 33 years as an 
assistant, his past four with Lakeland 
football.

As the Eagles continued its summer 
workouts in July, it was Calhoun’s 
show to run, taking over the program 
from former head coach Joe Woodruff 
who left Lakeland after six seasons to 
take the head coaching job at Zeeland 
East.

Calhoun’s transition to the head 
coaching role has not been too diffi­
cult, inheriting what he calls a stable, 
productive and quality program from 
the previous regime. But it’s a program 
that has not been able to get over the 
hump.

Despite winning seven games in 
each of the past four seasons along 
with securing its first Lakes Valley 
Conference title in school history in 
2020, Lakeland has lost each of its last 
three district final appearances - 
twice to Detroit Catholic Central and 
once to Clarkston - by an average of 
over three touchdowns.

Calhoun’s focus for Lakeland ahead 
of his first season is to show them what 
they need to do to get further, building 
upon the foundation that Woodruff 
had already set.

“To me, there’s no substitution for 
effort,” Calhoun said. “You always have 
to turn it up a notch. Every day, you can 
do one of two things: you are going to 
be better or something less than better. 
That’s what we’re looking for. We’re 
looking for small steps and the big 
word is effort and progress.

“If we get that, the other piece to the 
puzzle should fall together.”

In terms of what Lakeland will look 
like on the field, Calhoun is still trying 
to figure that out. Bringing in a few new 
assistant coaches who have the same 
style, scheme and philosophy as the 
head coach, the Lakeland staff is fo­
cused on watching their players figure 
out what they do well and molding an 
offense and defense to fit their 
strengths.

To senior right guard and defensive 
lineman Dillon Gacki, the new faces on 
the field has led to an increased at-

See LAKELAND, Page 2B

BANKING THAT BRINGS IT ALL BACK HOME
Home loans can fund much more than your next fixer upper project. 
From dream vacations to your everyday wish list, our flexible 
lending options can help put your goals into motion faster.

Get more of what you want today.
VACATIONS | HOME IMPROVEMENT j CONSOLIDATION

Community
Financial
right here right for you

Visit CFCU.ORG/H0meL0an or call 
(877) 937-2328 to find out more.
Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS #440274.
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Runners make connections, find camaraderie along streets, trails

Farmington mayor Sara Bowman poses with her son Nate and her husband John after her 50-mile run in 
Pinckney, photos courtesy of sara bowman

Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sara Bowman was first introduced to running by 
her father.

He was a “maintenance runner,” never getting into 
the big races: the marathons or half-marathons. But he 
continued to run three-five miles multiple times per 
week. Bowman would go with him sometimes, taking 
the loop around Ridgewood and Farmington Rd. in Far­
mington Hills, talking, catching up on life.

Camaraderie was the thing that kept Bowman go­
ing, bringing those relationships to the middle school 
cross country and track meets before dropping run­
ning altogether in high school to focus on music. And 
when she returned to the sport, it’s what she found 
waiting for her, even as she laced up her running shoes 
and left the house at 4:30 a.m.

“There’s a whole subculture of runners out there. 
Every pace, every distance, every personality,” Bow­
man said. “That’s the thing that I love the most is you 
can be out running and you can have absolutely noth­
ing in common with the person you are running next to 
except that one thing, that one common thing that you 
both enjoy running.

“Now you have this great opportunity to get to know 
somebody that in your real life, you would never stum­
ble across. Like I would never cross paths with all these 
people that have all these interesting stories and all 
these interesting life adventures if we didn’t have that 
one thing in common.”

Even as Bowman’s schedule filled up, running still 
serves a prominent role. If anything, it’s expanded, 
having run over 30 half-marathons, 20 marathons, 
three 50K trail races and a 50-mile trail race since she 
began to run again in 2004.

For the past 10 years, Bowman ran with a group of 
women in Farmington for eight miles at 5 a.m. three 
days per week.

“I think I had this mind block that eight miles was 
the longest distance I would ever run,” Bowman said. 
“It took me months and months with that run group 
from four miles to six miles to eight miles to feel confi­
dent. For years and years, I was like ‘eight miles, that 
feels like plenty.’”

But as she continued to meet people, Bowman con­
tinued to hear encouragement that she could do so 
much more. One half-marathon was the lightbulb for 
the Farmington mayor, leading to running marathons 
in Detroit, Boston, New York City, Chicago, San Fran­
cisco and San Diego, starting to run a full 26.2 mile race 
every three or four months.

“It became probably an obsession; I think that’s a 
fair word,” Bowman said with a chuckle.

Running was also something that connected Bow­
man with her sister Cory Paul, who share a training 
plan despite the distance between them, with Bow­
man living in metro Detroit and her sister living in Cali­
fornia.

The sisters started to train together when Bowman

got back into running, training together for races 
across the country, including a bucket-list goal of run­
ning a half-marathon through each National Park.

“Our mom, who is not a runner, keeps telling us, 
‘You know, people can just go on vacation. You don’t 
have to run a marathon,”’ Bowman said. “But these 
events, they take you to parts of the towns and neigh­
borhoods that you would have never seen as a tourist.”
Bowman has backed off a bit on her mileage, not 

training for 50K or 50-mile races anymore. She’s 
learned what her body can handle.

But that doesn’t mean that she’s stopping anytime 
soon, especially when her 74-year-TjW~1ather just 
placed in his age group at a Color Run 5K.

“We don’t stop, my family,” Bowman said.
Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay(^hometown- 

life, com or 248-330-6710. Follow him on Twitter 
(S)ColinGayl7. Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports@>hometownlife. com.

Sara Bowman and her sister Cory Paul have a goal to 
run half-marathons in each National Park, starting 
the bucket-list goal with a race through Zion 
National Park in Utah.

Lakeland first-year head coach James Calhoun speaks to his team after a summer workout session, colin gay/hometownlife.com

Lakeland
Continued from Page IB

tempt to stand out in practice drills and 
in 7-on-7 work.

“There was almost new tryouts,” 
Gacki said. “We don’t know the coaches 
and they don’t know us. So, you are just 
trying to prove yourself to the coaches 
which has really bumped up the compe­
tition.”

After leading the Lakeland baseball 
team to its third-straight LVC champi­
onship and to the district final, senior 
quarterback Tate Farquhar said it didn’t 
take long for him to return to the football 
mindset.

Last year, he said, learning the of-
L
<

fense was a bit of a struggle, coming into 
his first year as the starter.

He helped the Eagles average 27.1 
points per game.

Ahead of his final year with Lakeland, 
Farquhar said offensive installation is 
coming more easily to him, striving to 
take Lakeland farther in the postseason 
than it has ever been.

“What we’re doing, we know it can 
get us there, but we have to take that ex­
tra step,” Farquhar said. “More focus in 
practice, getting another rep, another 
rep, just to get past that district final to 
that regional. That extra step, that one 
extra rep will probably get us there in 
our minds.”

As he leads Lakeland in its offensive 
and defensive installation, Calhoun en­
couraged his players to focus on doing

i

“five things right” instead of ‘10 things 
half right.”

“I honestly believe that if you can do 
something and do it well, you keep do­
ing that,” Calhoun said. “As you grow, as 
that sponge can absorb more, absolute­
ly we will add more.”

To Gacki, that simply comes down to 
developing chemistry with his team­
mates on the field, having trust that 
each player is doing the job they are sup­
posed to.

That’s what Gacki feels separates 
Lakeland from other high school foot­
ball teams in the LVC, and something he 
will continue to preach to those younger 
than him starting at summer workouts 
heading into fall camp.

“Even if we may not have a lot of skill 
or a lot of athletes left and right - like D1

kids - we have a bunch of kids that work 
together and know how we play and 
really work well,” Gacki said.
And while that has gotten Lakeland 

to winning football for the past four 
years, Gacki’s confident that it get them 
to games the Eagles have never played 
in before.

But that journey and that focus starts 
now for him and his teammates.

“I want to get past that brick wall of 
losing in the district finals,” Gacki said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710.

Follow him on Twitter @ColinGayl7.
Send game results and stats to
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.
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CC junior Manuel Rojas wins his second-straight state title at 189.
SCOTT CONFER/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Rojas
Continued from Page IB

man had developed in youth wrestling. 
But he knew with the existing talent in 
the room, Rojas would have to wait his 
turn.

“You had three Division 1 prospects in 
(Josh) Edmond, (Kevon) Davenport and 
(Cameron) Amine," Hancock said. "So 
he had to be patient and wait for those 
guys to pay their dues ”

Rojas was around those top wrestlers 
from the age of 10, picking up on their 
work habits in the practice gym. Each 
one was a wrestler Rojas looked up to, 
working hard to be on the varsity team 
from his first season with the Sham­
rocks just to be with them every day.

“They accept (him) with open arms, 
and that's why Manny caught on and 
was welcomed in that CC room because 
he didn't mind being a second-fiddle to 
those guys,” Mike Rojas, Manuel’s fa­
ther, said. “We knew going into fresh­
man year that we’re going to do every­
thing we can to use those guys as work­
out partners and learn from them. Our 
time’s going to come.”

Success didn’t click immediately for 
Rojas, losing to Brighton’s Dane Dona- 
bedian in the second round of the indi­
vidual state finals at 160 as a freshman - 
knowing he should have been compet­
ing either at 152 or 145.

Losing in the state tournament was 
something he swore would never hap­
pen again.

“Coach Hancock really just preached 
that no one could keep up with me,” Ro­
jas said. “In three periods, if they are go­
ing to hang in there, they won’t last until 
the third period and I will just break 
them.”

Rojas was not challenged much in in­
dividual bouts, winning 50-of-51 
matches to his first individual state title 
at 189. But the sophomore’s ability was 
still questioned, highlighted by a match 
against a former workout partner in the 
2020 MHSAA team state finals.

Trailing 5-2 against Davison’s Alex 
Facundo, who started with Rojas on the 
same youth wrestling team, Rojas fell to 
the ground after a hit, later getting the 
match win at 189 after an illegal slam 
was called, helping the Shamrocks to 
their 14th team state title.

“To me, I think it was very hard for 
him to go through that, what had hap­
pened between him and Alex,” Natalie

Rojas said. “To him, wrestling is every­
thing, and it almost felt like a lot of that 
hate he was seeing or that negativity he 
was getting, especially online and in pri­
vate messages and things like that. I 
think that kind of almost made him up­
set and pushed him to be better. He had 
more to prove.”

To Manuel’s father, that was his son’s 
turning point.

“Before that it was fun,” Mike Rojas 
added. “After that, it was more busi­
ness.”

'I want everyone to know my 
name'

Despite the challenges, Rojas con­
tinued to build up his resume.

After beating Traverse City Central 
sophomore Remy Cotton for his second 
individual state title at 189, the incom­
ing senior won a junior national free­
style title at 170, an unprecedented step 
for the CC wrestling program.

Twenty-one years after wrestling in 
Fargo, North Dakota, himself, Hancock 
was in Rojas’ comer, watching him “tech 
falling and pinning” his way through the 
tournament before beating Frankfort, 
Illinois', Brayden Thompson, 5-2, for the 
championship.

“By him winning that tournament, it 
establishes him as a full-ride athlete to 
any university he would want to go to,” 
Hancock said. “If he didn’t already com­
mit to Iowa State on a full ride, any uni­
versity, every university in the country

would have offered him a full ride after 
this tournament.”

Offers had already been flowing in, 
receiving 21 to different programs across 
the country. But Rojas already had his 
mind made up.
He described Iowa State as an “old 

wrestling powerhouse,” saying the Cy­
clones’ pitch was for him to help build 
the team back up.

Once Rojas took his unofficial visit to 
Ames, Iowa, he found a place where he 
would be known.

“That was one thing that Manny said: 
‘Dad, when I go on campus, I want ev­
eryone to know my name,”’ Mike Rojas 
said. “’When I walk into the arena, I 
want them to yell my name.’

“Well Iowa’s where it’s at. You aren’t 
going to get that anywhere else.”

Nothing to prove

Everyone in the Shamrocks wrestling 
room knows Rojas' name.

His workouts are unparalleled, 
something, he says, that keeps team­
mates away when it comes to training. 
Hitchcock had to match the incoming 
senior with either himself or assistant 
coach Kevin Beazley - a former All- 
American at Old Dominion - to chal­
lenge Rojas.

The senior waited his turn. Now, the 
CC wrestling room is his.

Rojas is the wrestler everyone wants 
to replicate. He’s their Amine, Edmond, 
Davenport and Derek Gilcher. And Rojas

plans on taking advantage of that, 
coaching up the younger athletes to 
continue the legacy.

“I want to get the freshmen in, talk to 
them a bit, sit down the freshmen and 
sophomores: ‘Hey, you guys aren’t just 
little kids. You guys can start now,”’ Ro­
jas said. “’Make a name for yourself in 
Michigan. It starts now.’”

Personally, Rojas has already made a 
name for himself in Michigan. His goal 
is to continue to make his name known 
nationally, agreeing to compete in 
FloWrestiing’s “Who’s Number One?” 
competition in Dallas this September.

It’s all about what’s next. It’s some­
thing Rojas’ parents will continue to 
support, driving the incoming senior to 
wrestling practices from Bay City every 
day.

“He’s won so many tournaments, but 
as a dad, as his coach, you always ques­
tion it because people are out there, Ts it 
a fluke? Did he get lucky?”’ Mike Rojas 
said. “At a certain time, like now, he’s 
wrestled everybody. Doesn’t matter 
where, didn’t matter what, whatever 
weight and he’s beat them.

“He’s really the real deal. He’s finally 
reached that pinnacle.”

But wrestling’s just what Manuel Ro­
jas does. It’s not what defines him.

To Natalie Rojas, “Manny” is a “goofy 
kid who loves to dance and makes his 
friends laugh.” He’s the youngest of 
three and the “biggest Teddy Bear.” He’s 
hardworking, resilient, respectful, fun- 
loving and fearless.

“He’ll give you the shirt off (his) 
back,” she said.

Hancock calls “Manny” a sweet­
heart. He’s likeable, able to strike up a 
conversation with each person he 
meets, always with a smile on his face - 
that same smile that used to take down 
opponents on a youth wrestling mat.

That’s the person Hancock and Ro­
jas’ parents expect to see in CC’s wres­
tling room each day. He’s not there to 
prove anything for himself anymore. It’s 
all about what he can leave behind.

“I would say just don’t hold back,” 
Manuel Rojas said when asked what ad­
vice he has for the younger wrestlers in 
the room. “Enjoy the time while you 
have it. It will definitely go by fast.

“And don’t give Coach Hancock too 
hard of a time.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330- 
6710. Follow him on Twitter 
@>ColinGayl7. Send game results and 
stats to Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

entry door discount!1

There are limited appointments available. Please call today to book 
your visit.

Sale ends August 31st!

$o 0% for1Merest V*™Down Monthly Payments Interest /
Minimum purchase of four. Intores! jjfccrues from Hie purchase dale but i:i waived if paid m (uli wilhiu 1? uiuiiH i;:.

LESS THAN a month left to book your Virtual 0£ In-Home Appointment

517-618-9459RENEWAL
byANDERSENmcaiii/uua!

MILITARYDISCOUNTKsrrjfv*ITh (To PARfNtH Of THE YFAflSustained Excallanco

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/18/2021. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2021 and purchase by 9/18/2021. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entiy/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2021 and 9/18/2021.40% off windows and entry/patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, 
taken after initial discountfs), when you set your appointment by 8/31/2021 and purchase by 9/18/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans 
and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of 
the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial Institutions 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status, Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available 
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.10-0010695572-01

^Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when 
you pay for installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 

1 available in all areas. Valid through 08/29/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
I Sales (except CAand MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
l EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLC
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4B I THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 2021 I O & E MEDIA (cp)Keller’s girls hockey camp may inspire Olympians
Gold medalist gives 
lessons in sport at 
Farmington Hills
Mia Berry
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Megan Keller’s legacy is forever 
etched into the Farmington hockey com­
munity.

By the age of 23, Megan was a four­
time world champion and an Olympic 
gold medalist.
A red, white and blue banner embroi­

dered with her Olympic No. 5 and “2018 
Olympic gold medalist” underneath 
hangs center ice at Suburban Ice Far­
mington Hills.

Her memories at that rink are what 
led to Megan Keller’s Gold Medal Hockey 
Camp in her hometown, designed for 
girls only.

“I started playing hockey with the 
boys and I didn’t make the switch over to 
girls until I was in high school eighth 
grade just because there weren’t really 
many girls teams in the area (nor) op­
portunities for girls to play on all-girls 
teams,” Keller said Wednesday, the third 
day of four-day camp. “Now it’s so excit­
ing to see that I have like four to five 
teams worth of girls out there altogeth­
er.”

“So there are so many more opportu­
nities in the sport continue to grow. I just 
want to be a part of that and hopefully 
give these girls a place to come play with 
their peers.”

Keller intentionally sought out an all­
female coaching staff for the campers. 
All eight coaches shared a wealth of 
knowledge with players stemming from 
collegiate and professional experience.

“I did do camps like this (with women 
coaches) but it wasn’t all-female staff, 
which I wish we would have had like this 
because it makes it so much better for all 
the little girls if you have two older girls,” 
Riley Johnson said, a camp volunteer 
who’s playing hockey Mercyhurst this 
fall. “We always had boys, which were 
older than us so it’s nice to see the girls 
look up to older girls.”

Over the years, Keller has participat­
ed in various camps, but is still in awe 
she was able to see months of planning

and coordination come into fruition.
“I’ve always wanted to do something 

like this and start my own camp. I have a 
lot of teammates that have done the 
same so to be able to come back and 
have about 100 girls out here this week, 
and just get them on the ice, get them off 
the ice talking to them, introducing the 
game and different skills has been so 
awesome,” she said. “They’ve been a joy 
to be around (and) I hope they’re having 
fun.”
Camp participants took turns in drill 

rotations working on their puck han­
dling and goal shots, but the biggest 
draw for campers was playing soccer on 
ice. While fun, combining the two Olym­
pic sports in the rink aims to help im­
prove their skating skills and get young­
er and inexperienced players accus­
tomed to using their feet.

With the Tokyo Olympics starting 
this week and the 2022 Winter Olympics 
around the comer, Keller remembers her 
favorite memories from the 2018 Games.

“I had such a great time. I want to do it 
again,” Keller said. “I think just for me, a 
lot of my teammates, and just all Team 
USA athletes when you walk through 
opening ceremonies, you hear over the 
speakers, they announced the United 
States of America, it’s not just your 
team, but it’s amazing athletes from all 
over the world in the country and you 
walk out together behind your flag. I 
think thaf s one of the moments that I’ll 
always remember. It just gets everything 
started for the whole Olympic Games 
and makes it really feel like a dream 
come true.”

During the off-ice instruction, the 
girls passed around Keller’s gold medal, 
which she hopes inspires them to focus 
on their passions and aim high.

“I didn’t even know girls hockey really 
was a thing until I saw it on TV at the 
Olympics,” Keller said. “That’s when I 
was like, ‘OK, I want to do that I want to 
go to the Olympics,’ and thaf s when I 
first realized my dreams. So to be able to 
hopefully spark some of these girls that 
are here today, spark their dreams and 
inspire them. I think little Megan would 
definitely be happy about that and 
proud because that’s what the girls be­
fore me did for (me).”

Mia Berry is a sports reporting intern 
with the Free Press. Reach out via email: 
mberry@freepress.com.

Megan Keller talks to campers at Megan Keller's Gold Medal Hockey Camp at 
Suburban Ice in Farmington Hills on July 21, 2021. The camp consisted of 
fundamental skills, age-appropriate concepts, training on forward and backward 
skating, playmaking, scoring, puck handling, and defense. There was three age 
group at the camp, photos by rodney coleman-robinson

Campers work on drills.

RHINO SHIELD BONDS TO...
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'S Wood 

^ Aluminum 
v" Vinyl

HardiePlank

^ Stucco 
Brick 

v' Block
Cali today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-386-0891
Michigan Builder’s License #2102200455

MICHIGAN’S ONLY 
AUTHORIZED 
RHINO SHIELD 
DEALER

SUMMER
IS IN THE AIR -

- Flat Rate Pricing
- FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

- Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed

- Same Day Service
- All Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checked

- 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

A/C Clean 
and check
$RQ
Complete Safety 

Inspection. 
With Coupon. 
Expires Q/3\/2\
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nl8 Month No Interest on i 
!! New A/C Installations
11 * Restrictions apply I

FREE ESTIMATES

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
*Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details



3DAYB LI NDS^
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

FREE Installation*
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®
•Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special 
orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other 

| offer or discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/21.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, 
I CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS. 
| Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00, 
§ VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2021 3 Day Blinds LLC.

BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TmTech Concrete Coatings are not only beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

♦ Easy to keep clean ♦ 100% antibacterial ♦ Formulated for ♦ Slip resistant
♦ Will not chip, peel or fade & antimicrobial ♦ Michigan winters ♦ Endless color options

SB/ERAL ^ 
COLORS TO
choose

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING IN AS LITTLE AS^ DAYS!

SOLUTIONS I»/<«KURTIS
FREE CONSULTATIONS! CALL TODAY248-450-6253

(DC

Ml Lie #2102222470
12500 Merriman Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150

I We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your family!

'With the purchase of cabinet refacing. "New projects only. Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts. Offer 
includes materials and labor costs. Minimum 100 sq. ft. or refacing purchase required. Does not include demolition, cut-outs or 

upgrade. Group 1 3CM Granite with Group A details only. Offer expires 9/7/21.
LO-GCI0689941-02

It’s amazing 
what $10 can do.

Your donations can help build 
Metro Detroit.

Find a project you believe in. 

acommunitythrives.mightycause.com

Observer & Eccentric I a community thrives
hometownlife.coml

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

* SEE OFFICIAL RULES FOR DETAILS.
LO-GCI0680682-03 



KOHLER Walk-In Bath

AN EXTRA 5% OFF
for senior citizens or military personnel

<1

ft

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.
Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing &
Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

BBB MADE IN THE USA

50% OFF
Professional Installation of
Your KOHLER Walk-In Bath

End gutter cleaning forever, 
call today for your FREE estimate!

Limited Time Offer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Call for details.

No Payments for 18 MONTHS"

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
©(313)241-9116

'Offer ends August 31.2021. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of 
Buffalo. NY. 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the Walk-In Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing 
and electrical. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. ’Subject to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 
of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is 
a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or 
services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a 
registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 
GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

LO-GCI0693429ai

HIGH school
PRESENTED BY

USA TODAY

U.S. POLO ASSN.
SINCE 1890

CELEBRATING■MBMiBE1
IN HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

The national USA TODAY High School Sports Awards, 
presented by U.S. Polo Assn., showcases the top 

student athletes from every state.* A grand finale in a 
series of regional and state recognition programs, 

the show honors the on- and off-field excellence of 
high school athletes in communities across 

the country. Tune in to see who will be named 
the nation’s best in 25 sports!

WITH HOSTS 
MICHAEL STRAHAN 
AND ROB GRONKOWSKI.

USATODAY
PLUS SEE DJ KHALED 
AND CHARLY ARNOLT ON 
THE KOHL’S RED CARPET!
Stream it at 8 p.m. EDT Aug. 5 on the USA TODAY News 
and USA TODAY Sportswire channels, available on 
most streaming devices and smart TVs.
Watch on demand afterwards on the website.
‘Every state that participated In high school sports In the 2020-21 school year.

8.5.21
SPORTSAWARDS.USATODAY.COM

**Hosts are not affiliated with, nor do they endorse, any sponsors of the High School Sports Awards show.

LOGCIOff75634C3
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Classifieds
To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownllfe.com

VISA ^
All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at
any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement No refunds for early cancellation of order._____________

new beginnings...

Communit

announcements, events...
<3> Lost U<? Engineering & IT Special Notices Paving
Lost Conure Bird, Tropical colors 
(grey head and green feathers with 

yellow & red)Her name is Harley. If found, 
please contact Tracy 

(734 ) 748-0105., (734)748-0105

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

Wanted to Buy
Wanted Older Motorcycles Used , 
ATV's Snowmobiles Boots & Motors 
Running Or Non , (248)567-9157

Get results. Advertise in CLASSIFIEDS!

Robert Bosch LLC seeks Software 
Eng in Plymouth, Ml. REQS: Bach 
Degree or forgn eg in Electronic Eng, 
Mechanical Eng, CompSci, or Comp 
Eng +3 yrs prof wrk exp in SW 
dvlpmnf in automotive or embedded 
Ctrl systems. Apply online at 
www.boschiobs.com, search Software 
Engineer/REF113681S

Robert Bosch LLC seeks SW Dvlpmnt 
Eng in Plymouth, Ml. REQS: Bache­
lors or forgn eg in Comp Eng, Electri­
cal Eng, Electronic Eng, or CompSci, 
-1-3 yrs prof v/rk exp in Embedded 
Automotive Systems Dvlpmnt. Apply 
online at www.boschiobs.com, search 
SW Development Eng / REF113680P

CANTON, 272 AviumLane. 
Cherry Hill Pointe Sub Division Sale 

Thu 8/5 - Sat 8/7, 9-5pm.

Get results. Advertise in L CLASSIFIEDS!

We can 
sell it in 

CLASSIFIED!

PUBLIC VEHICLE AUCTION 
Friday August 20, 2021 / 10 AM 

Ross Towing 21340 Telegraph Rd 
Southfield, Ml 48033 (248) 356-6011 
Go to "Ross Towing Southfield" 

on FACEBOOK for a complete list 
of Auction Vehicles.

THE JEFFERY COMPANY 
BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

734-676-5630

Transportation

best deal for you...
Autos Wanted
%

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any guestions and concerns you may have

WE OFFER:

0
Virtual Hold
Leave your Information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
wS c#U you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

0
Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

o
Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.
help.hometownKfexom

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo INTERPLANETARY
ACROSS 50 Morales of 97 What a 3 “Diary of — 44 Med. exam 80 Botch it up

1 Flip out “La Bamba” dipstick is Housewife” involving a 81 Bond creator
6 City in 51 Infant dipped into 4 Careful forearm jab Fleming

Florida 53 Drain cleaner 98 Faux — reader 45 Sneaky laugh 82 Circle portion
11 Nerve-racking 54 Hiker’s 100 Diner patrons 5 Race joiner 46 Et — (and 87 Nobel-
20 Rock printed guide choosing 6 Bruin Bobby others, in winning U.N.

guitarists, 58 Result dishes 7 Pigeon calls footnotes) agey.
slangily of a lucid 101 Danger 8 Sits next to 47 “Fist City” 90 Most frigid

21 After-bath mind of atomic 9 Helpful boost singer Loretta 91 Put a knot in
garments 63 Like weapons 10 Oar wood 48 Safecracker, 92 Skin protein

22 What a scalawags 108 Drink mixer 11 NPR slangily 93 Draw upon
dipstick is 65 Prefix with 109 Just slightly journalist 51 Boxer Max 94 Venerate
dipped into commuting 110 Trembled Daniel 52 Guthrie of folk 95 Makes good

23 Rip open 66 Making haste 111 Victory sign 12 Depend on 55 “Angel” 96 Hard work
eagerly 67 Aid in 113 “Au —■” (“So 13 Cattle home actress Amy 98 Players of

25 Budapest diagnosing long for now”) 14 Congest with 56 French artist LPs and 45s
native an injured 117 Wedding fluid Edouard 99 Noah’s boat

26 Put up with meniscus party 15 Kin of reggae 57 First Hebrew 101 DEA agents
27 Actor Erwin 71 In dreamland 119 Tolkien’s 16 Prints messily letter 102 In — (not yet
28 Chocolate 74 Dragon killer, imaginary 17 Savoir— 59 Set of values born)

syrup brand say world (that 18 Onetime 60 “Would that it 103 Tree that’s
29 Bone-dry 75 Some hints at this TWA rival were true!” a chocolate
30 Je ne — quoi pudding puzzle’s 19 Gives 61 — the bud source

(elusive . bases theme) temporarily (forestall) 104 Mannheim’s
quality) 79 “Hamilton” 121 Rear-end or 24 -Ho" 62 Single out river

32 Tools duet sung sideswipe ("Snow as especially 105 Horn sounds
facilitating by Burr and 122 Hit of the White” song) important 106 Home to St.
weapon- Hamilton to past 28 Sheep call 64 Boorish types Teresa
launching their children 123 Prefix with 31 Church tower 68 Make over 107 Soft toy bear

35 Asset of 83 Literary alias fiche 33 Archaic verb 69 Race pace 112 Emmy winner
Hercules and 84 Big cat’s lair 124 Quality of a ending 70 Ones Falco
Samson 85 Beet or turnip dirty chimney 34 Alliance outdoing 114 Bicolor whale

39 Road coating 86 “I don’t 125 Howled of the W. all rivals, 115 Possible
40 Young miss give —I” wolfishly Hemisphere informally response to
41 Aerobic 88 Olympic 126 Does in, 35 Clip, as wool 71 Appends “Good job!"

exercise runner as a 36 On — firma 72 Flow slowly 116 Greek
promotes it Sebastian dragon 37 Is furious 73 Race space consonants

44 Greek 89 Ghosts 38 Possesses 76 Secret stash 118 Greek
region 93 Paul Lynde’s DOWN 42 Fond du —, 77 Love, to consonant

49 Work unit, in role on 1 Jetway locale Wisconsin Celine 119 Rowdy crowd
physics “Bewitched” 2 Plow pullers 43 Up to, in ads 78 Foretellers 120 Conducted

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

SUDOKU
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 8/05

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

FAXfVYTALES
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.
c s 
I c
G E 
A N 
M U 
M A 
N H 
I C
L
M
E
R
G

ELLEGEND 
ARMGPPCE 
I E O G O I
Y R T B M T
F A E O S E
L R N A B L
O S C R R U B 
T G O O S
R W R R N
REEL

P 
H 
N 
T 
O 
F 
E 
N 
E 
V
I I W O O D 
M O L S P R

G
G
T
Q
N
E
E

R I M M 
D B T E

N

W D 
R A

P D 
C G 
G B

B W N E

R
O
E
E

A Z 
B L 
A U 
U Q

M 
A 
F 
S
I T E 

I W H D

Z 
G
I
E 
D 
E 
G

I E 
NEW 

O 
T

Y R 
R T 
I O 
O D 
O M

I
Y
E
L
R

A
F
A
S
L

S
N
F
A
E
D
D

O Q U E W G 
R C X A O Y

Q F Q D K W I

N H H E 
Y E U G 
R Q S I 
C H T T

G R D R 
F M O P 

T R 
I N 
A R 
E P

O
S
N
T
S
N

I
O 
G 
B

K M I

S
A
F
D
A
E
R

A I G O

AMULET
BEAUTY
BROWNIE
CASTLE
CHARM
CURSE
DEITIES
DRYAD
DWARF
ELF
EVIL
FAIRYFOREST
FROG
GIANT
GNOME

s U 3 M 0 u H i y V 3 d s S
a 1 u v ■ o 0 S 0 9 n 1 s
TJi V i ti V 9 N n H H 9 n 0 tiGOBLIN 3 s V 0 >1 N V d 0 S 3 a 0 tiGODMOTHER 1 n 3 s s 3 ti i S V 1 V 9 0

GOOD 
GREMLIN 
GRIMM 
IMP
LABYRINTHLEGEND
LEPRECHAUN
MAGIC
MIRROR
MONSTER
OBERON
OGRE
OREAD
PIXIE
POWERS
QUEEN
QUESTSPELL
SPRINGS
SPRITE
STORY
TALE
TITANIA
TOWER
TROLL
WAND
WITCH
WIZARD
WOODS

H I H P) (O N 3~t> J <T)~

l. 8 z z 6 £ 8 P 9
9 e 6 8 P 9 i L z
Z s P z V 9 6 8 £
e p i 6 8 Z Z 9 8

L 9 e 8 P 8 6 l
8 6 9 9 z l Z £ P
9 z 8 P e 6 9 l L
P 9 z i 3 8 £ 8 6
6 i 8 s 9 Z P Z 8

iL j




